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W & So, RUE Religion confiſts in endeavouring to praftice what we know of the 
| : Will of God, To know what his Will is, God has afforded every one ſo 
S, 88 98 3, much Knowledge, as will, if duly attended to, bring Peace of Mind in the 2 
VF 3 - Preſent Life, and eternal Happineſs in the Lite to come, To the Heathensg®7 | 
I. S : 34 28 St. Paul elegantly expreſſes it, he has given the Law wrote on their Heat, 
'o 3. 2 or the Light of Conſcience. To the Jets, once the peculiar People of God 
| | he in divers manne;s manifeſted himſelf, and in every Reſpect, io as was beſt 
So, Lo, DW fo. adapted to their particular Circumſtances; and to us Chriſtians he has afford» ©. 
ed the great Advantages of a new Revelation, having ipoke to us by his Son. 
But as many in theſe Days laugh at thoſe ſacred Oracles, which contain the Will of God, as if i 
they were the moſt filly and ridiculous Things imaginable 3 ard though this is chiefly the Effet of | 
their Ignorance, Lazineſs, and Love to Vice, yet it cannot be deemed, but. that the Negligence of | 
Tranſlators has given too much Occafion to it. I have therefore taken care, in the following Hif= 
tory, to correct many Overſights and Neglects in our Tranſlation of the Bible; which too often 
furniſh wicked Men with Excuſes, and Libertines and Atheiſts with Matter of Jeſting. It's certain, 
that one of the greateſt Favours God could have conferred on Men, in a State of Miſery and Iig- 
norance, was, to inform them of their Duty, and teach them the Means of becoming happy: Aug 
therefore there is nothing more worthy of a reaſonable Man, and eſpecially of a Chriſtian, than ts 
apply himſelf to the right Underſtanding of thoſe Things which are revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 31 
ſince they have been written tor this very End. To be careleſs or negligent then, in a Matter oF 4 
ſuch high Concern, is criminal, and cannot but be look'd upon as an undoubted Mark of Irreligion 
and Profaneneis. How uneaſy is the moſt learned and ingenious Part ot Men to ſuffer the leaſt Fault 
or Obſcurity in any Greek and Reman Author? How ſedulous in turning over Volumes to find the 
true Reading and Senſe of one Word in Homer and Virgil? Muſt it not then argue great Indifference | #1 
or Diſreſpe& for the Sacred Books, to let the Verſions of them paſs miſrepreſented or uncortected? - »' 
And how advantageous a Thing is it, when, by making a Text plain and intelligible, it ſhall over» _ 
turn any of the pretended Grounds of Atheiſm and Infidelity, of dangerous Error, ſuperſtitious Fop- 
pory, or fooliſh and ridiculous Whim ? This, I dare confidently affirm, the Reader will find niade * 
good in many Places of the following Sheets. 7 5 N 
It is very much to be feared, that many Men have been more zealous than curious in religious 
Matters; otherwiſe they would not have ovezlooked, or conſented to fo many and material Miſtakes 
in our Tranſlation of the Bible. Of theie, What ſell in the Way of Hiſtory, (to which Part I con» 


Y * 


tine my felf) the Reader will find corrected and explained. 
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4 - Confining my ſelf (as I have ſaid before) to what is Hiſtorical, I have touch'd only thoſe Paſfages 


iu the Prophets which relate to the Hiſtory, that I might not break in upon, or diſcontinue the Se- 
nme of Time and Action. 1 | 3 | 
16: I have inſerted thoſe Hiſtorical Paſſages of the Apocrypha, which the Fews eſteem'd true Hiſtory, 
[17 tho' they- did not place them among their Canonical Books: And fince our Church bath allow'd 
dem as Truths, and appointed them to be read, I have ranged them in their proper Oider, tho? 
[17 ſome rejeft them as Incertainties. | 5 | 

1 From the Time of Malachi to our Saviour, there is a Chaſm of about four hundred Vears; 
Which, to make the Hiſtory ir.tire and compleat, I have fill'd up out of the bet Authors that 
{4 wrote of thoſe Times, as the Reader will ſee. ©. —- | 

| * I hill in the Introduction to the Hiſtory of the Four Goſpeli, ſpeak at large of the Writers of it, 
„and their Authority. I ſhall only here give my Reaſons for connecting them into one Story. 
1 17 The God of Truth, willing to acquaint us with what is of the higheſt Concern, hath provided 


| N yt +8 2 - 


N i his Spirit to enli hten our Underſtandipg, his Son and Miniſtry the Means to convey it, and his 
>, . written-W ord-to bring thoſe Things, which were done many Ages betore our Time; and in Places 
far diſtant from us, ſo near, as if we had ſeen them acted before cur Eyes, Gal. iii. 1. To this End 


|| Res our Bleſſed Saviour did *ciuſe from among the Jes certain Men, which had known his Life and 
WIR ſrom the Beginning, Lutte i. 2, to be Witneſſes to the Jes and Gentiles ; and feled 1 


> 727 | ; * [ 
> from among his Apoſtles, and from his Diſciples other two, to commit them to Writing, vw 
nſmit them to Poſterity : That if in other Caſes the Witneſs of two or three were ſufficient, 


* Ms Deut xyii. 6. and xix. 15. this of four might abundantly ſatisfy any that ſhould doubt of that Truth, 


Which in Times paſt did ſhine ſo bright among the Jews: Eſpecially baving receiv'd what they 


1  Veliver'd, not only by their own Knowledge and Experience; but writing, as they ſpake, the Dic. 
ies of the Spirit of God, 2 Pet. i, 21. The Writings therefore of one of thoſe, whom we call 


panel, being the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Tim iii. 16. is of more Value, and ought 
rather to be credited, than the Teſtimony of many, nay, of all Men: But all of them agreeing 


15 in one and the ſame Truth, their Teſtimony is ſo much the mote. inforcing, as implying ſo many 


ſeveral Acts of one and the ſame Spirit, producing in divers Subjects one and the fame Effect, even 


me Myftery. of our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt : For tho! every one of them follow, his peculiar Me- 
wos and Oder in the Context of his Hiſtory, and ſometimes deliver the ſame Thing in the ſame 
| | e or add ſome Circumſtance to that which another had written, or new Matter al- 


Together omitted by the reſt, and now and then teem not ſo much to reſpect Order and Method, 
' "us faithfully to record Fact; yet in the undoubted Truth both of Chriſt's Speeches and Actions, 


dere ie a moſt admirable Conſent and Celeſtial Harmony. For the more clear Demonſtration © 


this, the Learned of all Ages have beſtow d much Labour and extrordinary Induftry in comparing 
their Teftimonies; as, Tatianus the Scholar of Juſtin Martyr, Ammenius Origen's Maſter, Theophi- 


Labours in that kind the Church of God hath been much enlighten'd and adorn'd. Yet this, as it 

Was perform'd by leverat Men, fo was it done in a different Manner. Some of them reduced all the 

four Evangeliſts into the Method and Text of ane; the Manner of which appears by thoſe Canons 

Fet remaining and extant in St. Ferom, Tom. 6. in initis. Others placed the ſeveral Texts collater- 

Aid one Page, leaving it to the Reader to judge what was added, or otherwiſe deliver'd by any one 

of them...' Apd this Method moſt of latter Times haye follow'd, Calvin excepted, who harmoni- 

| e the three firſt, placing St. John by himſelf, as hardly reducible to the other three. Others 
- have re( 


8 


uced all the four Goſpels into cne continued Text, bringing in every one in due Place and 


"= Sen Words, delivering his Parc of the Hiſtory of Chriſt. This Method 1s obferv'd by Janſenins, and 


\Chemmitius, both excellent in their Way: But that which I have chiefly follow'd, is the Irinerarium 


Jeing To hai moniouſly and exatly pertorm'd, I thought it moſt proper for my Rule and Guide. 

5 The Advantage bf this kind of Harmony of the four Goſpels to the intelligent Reader will be infi- 
nitely greater than I can expreſs; for he will find by this perpetual and continued ea of 
f Ke Rs 1 4 E „ | ER, 5 | Ws i ory 


| 14 Bos Lariorhenus, Epiphanius, Auguſtine, and others; not to name any more of later Date; by whoſe 


of the incomparable Lucas Brugenſis, before his moſt learned Comment on the four Gojpels; which 


N fently placed: And where the Circumſtances of any Actions ate omitted by one or two of the 


| Solomon's Temple. In ſhort, all manner of Learning, Languages, Arts and Sciences, are compre- 
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The INTRODUCTION. 
Hiſtory the Speeches, Sermons and Acts of Chriſt, related without Interruption of Circumſtances dif- 
Evangelifts, they are in this Method reduced to their proper Place, and the Hiftory carried on entire, -/* 


There are many Places of the Evangliſis, which ſeen to an inadvertent or prejudiced Reader, to _— 


contradict one another; but by this Connexion are more commodiouſly reconciled, than by any 
Gloſs whatſoever. And thus by the joint Conſent of the four Goſpels in one Teſtimony and Re- 
lation, the Hiſtory of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and the whole Foundation of Evangelical 
Truth and Doctrine appear more beautiſul and illuſtrious. q | 
The holy Scriptures tor their Antiquity, Dignity, and other Excellencies, far outſhining all the 
Writings of the Ancients, I take it to be not only proper to our preſent Purpoſe, but uſeful to the 
Reader to fay ſomething of them. Indeed, if we conſider how many Centuries have paſs'd fince 
ſome of them were firſt compiled, and how miraculouſly they have been preſerved and tranſmitted 
to theſe Times, they may from hence alone be faid to be the immediate Book of God; which, 
out of his great Care, he hath provided for us, that in them we may ſee his Will, and from thence 
learn our Duty, Next to this, we are to eſteem and value the holy Scfiptufes, as containing in 


wr * 


the man manner ot Knowledge that is uſeful and entertaining. Would you know whence natural 1 


Philoſophy, with Aſtronomy and other Appendages on it are ſaid to derive their Original? See in 
in the Books of Geneſis, Job, and Eccleſiaſtes. What Books abound more in Ethicks or moral Precepts, 
than the ſacted and ſententious Proverbs, and Wiſdom of Solomon? What more certain, regular or 
pleaſant Hiſtory and Chionglogy, diverſified with ſuch Variety of Narration, can we find, than in 
Geneſis, Exodus, Foſhua, Judges? &c, How free from Sophiftry are the holy Scriptures, and how 
ſolid and logical are all the Arguments uſed in them? Geometry plainly appears in the Building of 


hended- within thoſe ſacted Pages. The Texture of them indeed is ſo exactly diſpos'd by tne Holy 
Ghoſt, that they are a Magazine accommodated to all Places, Times and Perſons in the greateſt 
Emergencies. So that S. B/ juitly calls them a Pharmacopy well ſtock'd with Medicines, for all 
Utes and Neceſſities. From hence, in Time of Perſecution, the Martyrs drew Conſtancy and 
Courage. From hence, in Time of Peace and Religion, the Learned gained Wiidom and Elo- 
quence. In Times of Hereſy they furniſh'd the Orthodox with Stabiliment of Faith, and aſſiſted 
them in the Subverſton of Error. From hence in Proſperity we learn Humility and Modeſty 3 in 
Adverſity, Magnanimity and Patience. In Trepidity it arms us with an honeſt Zeal ; and, fi- 
nally, if thro' Length of Time, or Neglect, Abuſes infinuate into Diſcipline and corrupt our Mo- 
rals, nothing but the Rule of God's Word can reſtore Religion to its priſtine State and Dignity 3 
for that alone is the Standard of our Thoughts, and Guide of our Actions. N 


= 


— 


But we need no other Recommendation of theſe ſacred Writings, than that of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who hath commanded us to ſearch the Scriptures, And in pious Obedience to his Precept, the 
Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church (too many here to be inſerted) have made it their great Concern 
and Care for the Good of Mankind, to exhort all Men to the Study of them. The Old Teſtament 
is indeed in it ſelf a Syſtem of all kind of Knowledge uſeful for the Condũct of human Life; and 
from which the Philoſophers and Tegiflators of all Ages drew the choiceſt of their Obſervations. 
The Church hath borrowed much from that admirable Polity in the Acts and Laws ot Moſes, both 
Judicial and Ceremonial ; and the Authors of both Canon and Civil Law have from thence derived 
their moſt uſeful and advantageous Inſtitutions, But the Excellency of jacred Hiſtory will more 


3174+ Tho! Chionologets begin acother long before, Sy that of che OHM. 
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The INTRODUCTION. | 

many Centuries after the Legiſlator A/ had written the Pentateuch ; ſo that from the firſt 3000 
Leas of the World and more, we have no certain Hiſtory to depend upon, but this of Moſes and 
the Hebrews. And, indeed, if we pay that juſt Deference and Eſteem to it, which we ought, we 
+ ſhall find it the trueſt Light and Guide we can chooſe in the Tranſactions of Life. There only 
we have the true Account of the Riſe and Fall, of the Virtues and Vices of the moſt early King- 
doms and States of the World ; and by their Example, either in Felicity or Infelicity, learn to be 
wiſe and happy. Ii we compare the Greet and Roman Hiſtorians with the Pentateuch and the reſt 
of the ſacred Hiftory, we ſhall find the latter to abound with the more illuſtrious Exemplars of he- 
6. toe Virtue. Rome may boaſt of her Torguatus, and Brutus, who, in a more brutal than generous 
= Bravery, ſacrificed their Sons to the publick Good: But who would not rather admire the religious 
1 © Obedience of pious Abraham, who had deſtin'd his innocent and only Son Jſaac a Victim to the 
8 


Wil of God? Hiſtorians and Poets may in exalted Strains applaud the Courage of the Horatii and 
5 | 


mort do they come of the God-like David, who, tho” but a Stripling, incounter'd and flew that vaſt 
Tower of Fleſh, the menGrous. Geligh, and by his Death path'd out an eaſy Victory to the //rae- 
dig over the Phbiliſtines? Alexander's Virtue is Worthy of Praiſe, who, ben he bad conquer'd 


> tempted to Deſire: * is this to the Continence of Fo/eph, who fled from the actual Solli- 
© Citations of his laſcivious Miſtreſs into a loathſom Dungeon? They may praiſe Lucretia, revenging 
ber violated Chaſtity by her own Murder; whilſt the Holy Scriptures more deſervedly extol Suſanna, 
who expos d herſelf to Death by ſhunning the luſtful Embraces of the two wicked Elders. They 
may talk of the Fortitude and Succeſs of their warlike Heroes, their Ce/ars, Pompeys, Scipios, Han- 
= maibal, and Alexander; but how much more illuſtrious are the Examples of Mojes, Joſhua, Sampſon, 
*. _ Gideon, David and Saul? who inſpir'd with more than human Courage, with a handful of Men, 
Ann compariſon of their Enemies vaſt Numbers, trampled them under Foot; and to facilitate whoſe 
Tonqueſts the very Elements conſpir'd, and fought on their Side. 
„I. But beſides theſe general Advantages of the Old Teſtament, there are ſome more peculiar to 
tit; the firſt of which is, that the New Teſtament cannot be underſtood without it. The Apoſtles 
in their Writings often cite it, and more often allude to it; and our Bleſſed Lord taking his laſt 
eve ot bis Diſciples, tells them; Theſe are the Works which I ſpake unto you, whilſt I was 
F fill with you; that all muſt be fulfilled, which was written of me in the Law of Moſes, and in 
the Prophets, and in the P/alms,” Luke xxiv. 44. And if we conſider the whole Epiſtle to the 
&. = Hebrews without regard to the Old Teſtament, it will be the moſt intricate and obſcure Wri- 
=” -. ting that ever was penned; for it is ſo interwoven with it, that unleſs we refer to one, the other 
_ _, _  b»- altogether unintelligible, ZI C EY *- 
2. Chriſt being the End of the Law, all things which are ſpoken of in the Old Teſtament, re- 
nate to Chriſt and his Servants, as well in a literal as an allegorical Senſe: And in this the Old 
TLeeſtament excels the New; for the Old wants neither, but the New for the moſt part wants 
tte allegorical Meaning. Our Fathers, faith St. Paul, were all under this Cloud, and all paſſed 
1 thro' the Sea, and were all baptized unto Moſes, and in that Cloud, and that Sea; and did all 
es eat the ſame ſpiritual Food, and did all drink the fame ſpiritual Drink; for they drank of the 
- + *.. © ſpiritual Rock thet followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt, c. Now all theſe things were 
Types unto them, and were written to admoniſh us, upon whom the Ends of the World 
4 are come,” 1 Cor. x. 1, 2, 3,4, 11. And from hence the ſame Apoſtle ſhews us, that the 
Underſtanding of the Old Teſtament was tranſmitted from the Jews to us. Therefore their 
Minds are hardened, for until this Day remaineth the fame covering untaken away in the 
e reading of the Old Teſtament, which Veil in Chriſt is put away. But even unto this Day, 
2+. when Ages is read, the Veil is laid over their Hearts,” 2 Cor. iti. 14, 15. OY 
g' Another great Advantage there is, that the Old Teſtament is a Magazine ſo well provided 
wi Veet of Figures, Exampley,, Doftrine and ſefitentious Oracles, not only relating to Faith, 
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|” © Darius, would not give himſelf the Pleaſure of ſurveying his beautiful Captives, leaſt he ſhould be 
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with Arguments and Reaſons on all honeſt Occaſions. Thus our bleſſed Lord, by the Example 
of Noah and Lot's Wife, ftirs up the Slothful to Watchfulneſs, Lute xvii. 27, 32. He threatens 
the obſtinate Jews with the Remembrance ot Sodom and Nineusb, and the Queen of the South; 
and terrifies the uncharitable Rich with the Words ot Abraham to Dives in Hell; They have 
Moſes. and the Prophets, let them hear them, Luke xvi. 29. St. Paul, as hath been before ob- 
ſery'd, ſays, All theſe things were done to them for Examples to us, that we ſhould avoid thoſe 
Peng rg God had afflifted them with for their Formation, Idolatry, Murmuring, &c. For the 
oly Spirit of God, which was preſcious to, and conſcious of all Ages, hath ſo diſpos'd the Holy 
Scriptures, that they are uſeful not only to the Fervs, but to Chriſtians in all Times. Which 
Tertullian in his Book De Cultu Fæmin. c. 22. confirms; for there he ſays, That there is no 
« Enunciation of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo particularly directed to any preſent Occafion, as not to 
ec be of Ufe and Advantage in general.” St. Auguſtine ſeems ſo pleas'd with the Harmony be- 
tween the Old and New Teſtament, that towards the End of his thirteenth Book againſt Fauſtus, 
he ſays, ** In Commemoration of our Faith, in Conſolation of our Hope, and Exhortation of 
« us to Charity, we read the Books of the Prophets and Apoſtles; betwixt whom there is ſo. 
« exact an Harmony, that it is like the celeſtial Trumpet, which rouzes us from our ſluggiſh 
„ Mortality to contend for the Palm of our heavenly Calling.” And indeed they are ſo well 
adapted to each other, that their Reſemblance and Affinity as are natural and near, as that of x 
the Shadow to the Body. In fine, the Learned of all Ages have in all Cauſes, Councils, and 
Judicial Proceedings, found their great Intereſt and Advantage in conſulting the Holy Scrips. .. - 
tures. It was a Royal Expreſſion indeed of Robert King of Sia to Franc. Petrarcha ! 1 
<< tell thee, my Petrarcha, thoſe holy Letters are dearer to me than my Kingdom; and, were 


«© I under a Neceſſity of quitting one, it ſhould be my Diadem.“ N | 

ö 4. The laſt Advantage I ſhall mention of the old Teſtament , That as it had the Honour to 

: precede the New, ſo it gave Wi:neſs to it, as St. John Baptiſt did to Chriſt, both he, Moſes, 
and the Prophets going before him to prepare the Way for him; to give Knowledge of 'Salva- 

- tion to his People, to give Light to them that ſat in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 

3 and to guide our Feet into the Way of Peace. In Cognifance or Confirmation of which, 

t Moſes and Elias appear'd at the Transfiguration of Chriſt on the Mount, bearing Witneſs of 

5 Tint, en of his Departure, Zuke ix. 31, Who, that had been ignorant of the Old 

n Teſtament, would formerly have believed Chriſt or his Goſpel? How ſhould a Few be coo 

e verted and brought to Chriſt, by the Manuduction of Moles and the Prophets, who foretold 

1 his coming into the World, and the great Occaſion as well as Manner of it? Indeed, ſo great 

er is the Force and Demonſtration of the Goſpel-Truths, that comparing the Tranſactions of our 
Saviour's Life, with what was foretold of them, none can doubt of the Completion of thaſe 

e- Predictions in Him only. All which add ſtill the greater Reverence to the Scriptures of the 

1d Old Teſtament, as being a Type or Prefiguration of the New. But none go ſo far in the 

ats Eulogies of Moſes and the Law, as our Bleſſed Lord himfelf.. * The Law was given by Mees, 

ed << Fotni. 27, There is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes ; had ye believed on him, ye would 

all have believed on me; for he wrote of me: But if ye believe not his Writings, how ſhall 

the ye believe my Words? John v. 45, 46, 47. Beginning at Mofes, and all the Prophets, he in- 

ere ** terpreted to them all the Things which were written of him in the holy Scriptures. Likewife 7 

716 « Philip finding Nathaniel, tells him, we have found him of whom Mefes did write in the Law, 

the and alſo the Prophets, Jeſus the Son of Joſeph, that was of Nazareth, John i. 45.” Certainly, 

heir as Tertullian againft Marcian often obſerves, the Harmony between the two Teftaments, the ©} 

the Conſent or Agreement between Mes and Chrift, the Prophets and the Apoſtles, the Syna-  _|þ 

Jay, gogue and the Church, muſt needs be a great Teſtimony of the Truth of Chriſt and his 

| Goſpel. Having laid thus much of thoſe incomparable Hiſtotias and other excellent Tig con 4 
maid in the Old Teſtament,'it may not be improper: to ſay ſomething of the{Authors ort 
Compilers of them. And firſt ot Moi. „ PV 
IS oo en on eats. CLE c 
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"Th INTRODUCTION. 


= And here, conſidering the Dignity of that great and excellent Legiſlator and Hiſtorian, to 
= whom God did the Honour of ſpeaking Face to Face, it may ſeem almoſt a Preſumption to 
give his Character. I ſhall only, in ſhort, tay this, that for ſome thoutand of Years, the Sun 


YZ did not behold his Fellow. He was from his Infancy brought up in a Court, where he re- 
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do in Egypt; his miraculous Conduct of the Viaelites thro the Red. Sea, his furniſhing 


diem with Food from Heaven, his producing Water by a Miracle from Matter to which 
> > Nature bad denied it, and his vindicating God's Honour and his own Reputation from the 


3 "2 D'mielt to God in their Behalf, to deptcate the Judgments they deſerved. And for th 
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„ were found out, which Cadmus from the Phœnicians firſt diſcovered to the"Greebs. Whence- 
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The INTRODUGTION: ix 
ec upon Earth? And for the ſake of his indearing Quality, Moſes:is thought by Rds: to have 
recommended himſelf to God, that he admitted him to behold as much of the divine Eſſence as .% 
his human Nature was capable of ſeeing; with which more fond and aſpiring Men were not fit to „ 
be truſted. As to the Death of this illuſtrious Prophet and Prince, it was as wonderful as the-great 3; 
Tranſactions of his Liſe; for God himfelf paid him the funeral Honours, by burying him ſo ſectetn, . 0 1 
ly,. that no Man ever knew where his Sepulchre was. . 
But all that we have hitherto ſaid, comes far ſhort of the facred Eulogies of inſpired Writers, © 8 
who have celebrated the Memory of this great Legiſlator in the moſt exalted Strains. LY E 
Nor is the Teftimony of the Fathers and later Writers in Commendation. ot. Moſes to de 4 © "1" 
{pis'd.z who ſpeak with the utmoſt Reſpect and Reverence of him. Tuſtin Martyr in his Pa- 55 ; 
rœneſis to the Gentiles ſays, ** Moſes wrote his Hiſtory in Hebrew, before the Characters of Gree#- 


&« Plato in Timeus ſays, that the wiſe Son returning from Egypt, told Critias, he had heard an 
« Egyptian Prieſt, who ſaid to him, O So/on, you Greeks are young Men in Learning and Diſ- 


4% cipline,”. And a little after the ſame Juflin Martyr ſays, out of Diodorus, that Qrpheus, + Þ: 
Homer, Solon, Pythagoras, Plato, and others, when they where in Egypt, alter d their Minds 
concerning Polytheiſm; being ir.ſtrufted by the Egyptian, (who had it from Moſes) that there 1 
was but one God, who in the Beginning created Heaven and Earth. And laftly he affirms, that 


Plato learned from Moes the Being of a God, the Creation of Things, the divine Word, be 
Reſur tection of the Body, the Judgment and Punifhment of the Wicked, the: Reward of the. 
Juſt, and the Holy Ghoſt ; which he ſuppoſes to be the Soul of the World: But t I reer, 
certain, that Plato did not rightly underſtand Mees, when he diftorted hit Meaning 40 ſucty 

ridiculous Fancies, as led him into moſt egregious Error. n WT. 
St. Gregory Nazianzen in Orat. 22. calls Moſes, ** The moſt inaſtrious wy”. ' al wolt. 9 
& holy of Prieſts, who being taken into the Converſation. of God, became 2 8 pot _ Vi | 

« divine Secrets. 

St. Auguſlin againſt Fauſlus, 1.22. c. 69. ſays, * Moſes was the moft faithful i 5 
« God; humble in declining ſo weighty a Miniftry ; but dutiful in undertaking it; juſt in 
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« keeping, and reſolute in executing it; vigilant in Government; N "ſmart in, Juſtice ; 3 20 
„ in Love; and patient in Suffering, Sc. Lots or ' 

St. Cyril of Alexandria, in a handſome and well deduced: Chronology, proves e k 1 
fore the moſt Ancient of the Gentile Heroes. n 3 


Conſtantine the Great, in his Oration, very elegantly ſets forth the Worth ab T0 TE 
Moſes,” Euſeb. c. 17. Who, favs he, can ſay enough in Honour of him, whe e - I 
People out of the greateſt Confuſion, into the moſt exact Order? Who by gentle Nees ons 00 
« quieted theit mutinous Spirits, and from a moſt ſeryile Condition, brought them te ee Knjoy- Dn: - | 
« ment of Liberty, Who, in Wiſdom, ſo far »excell'd all that were ſußstior 0 bim ͤ 
% Years, that he became the Standard of Knowledge, both in his own arid. {ucceenng” 1 1 
© and 2 457 * of moral Virtues to Heathens 1 e as SY 2 8 wy ip | a 


21 hey hath that be is called Ty 


8 Name.) And indeed be 8 harz . c 
„ clin'd to wotldly Deſires, but in de =o 4 Bo⁰ 
* 2 of — Perſeclton g ap . Far as 


Eo 


s , before whom Lots were caſt Day by Day, and Month 


milf ene end ol the fourteenth, £/b. in. 21, It was whitred with weir 


* The INTRO DUCTION. 


s of all- his Faculties and Secies tb the laſt, bis Eyes not failing, nor his natural Force, 
bc; but died atrording to the Werd of the Lek. Fc SE 
I ſkill conclude tHis Character of Aas with what Fo/epbus, Euſehius, and others, in thort, 
| but 3 fay of hien z that among all the Traditions of the Ancients, and 
Opis of the 


appears to be the firſt Theologiſt, Philoſopher, Poet and Hiſtorian in the World, | 
s te the Writers of the dther Parts of the Old Teſlament, there is but little to be ſaid; be- 
ſides, confining my ſelf chiefly to the Hiſtorical Part of it, I ſhall be the more brief, giving 
an Account öònly of thofe Books df the Holy Scripture, from whence the Hiſtory is collected. 


The firſt Catalogue of ſacred Books was made by the Fetus, but by whom it is not cer- 


tainty known. It is highly probable, it was by Ezra, who collected all the facred Bodks. of 


the ON T. Mr, and ſhewing the Collection to the Jews, it was received and approved by 
| the whole Nadon, us containing all the ſacred Writings. Fo/ephus ſays they bad two and 


twenty Books, which cohtained all that related to the Few!/b Nation, from the Beginning of 
the World gil bis Tirfte. oo © © 2 3 
Thule five: Books: written by Mees contain the Hiſtory of near three .thoufand Vears, from 
the Creation till bis Death. The Prophets, who ſucceeded him, wrote in thirteen Books all 
wat happened from his Death to the Reign of Artaxerxes, the Son of Terxes, King of Perjia, 


They had alſo four Books of Hymus and Songs. Fo/epbus adds, That there were Books Wiit- 
ten from the Pine of Artartramt down to his Days; but nhere being no Prophet amongſt 


them to 'write them, 8 there had deen in former Times, they were not efteemed ſacted, nor 
we People obliged to trad mem. % Ä) ĩ 

Some ate of Opinion, that every Judge wrote, or cauſed to be written, what was tranſact- 
ed m his Days; and that all theſe Franſactions were collected and put into one Book, either 
by Samuil or Exra. The Book of Judges eontains the Hiſtory of three hundred Years and up- 


wards, from the Death of Jeſbua to the Death of Samſen. As for the Story of Ruth, it is 
eertain ſhe lived in the time of the Judges, probabiy under Samgar. The Jes made but one 


Bock of this and Jadges. we? 5:4 3 r e ns he 
The four Bobks that follow, viz. two of Sammel and two of Kings, contain the Hiſtoty of 


near fix hundred Years. The firſt Book of Samuel to the five and twentieth Chapter, was 
Written by Sammel himſelf; the Prophets Gad and Nathan finiſh'd it, and wrote the Second 
Book of Samuel. The two Books of Kings were written by Feremiab .or Ezra. 
_ - » The two Books of Chronicles wete written after the four tormer. Tis generally believed 
| they were Written by Bzra, who collected them partly out of the other Books of the Bible, 
| And partty out of the Papers wich were yetrextant- in bis Days, but loſt ſince, _ 5" 
ira wrote that Book &hich is called by this Name; and contains the Hiſtory of eighty. two 
För eignity three Vears, from the firſt Year of Cyrus to the twentieth of Artaxttasg Longimanus. 

he Book of Nobemiabh was certainly wiitten by himſelf, and contains the Hiſtory of about 


4 


chiity one Tears, from the Reign of Artaxerres to the Beginning of the Reign of Darius .cal- 
led the Baſtard. 2 | 8 c 1 


Tue Time and Author bf the Book of her ate verywuncertain, Some think .it Was writ- 


ten by Ears or Jembim che Prieſt, the (Grandſon of ,Foedee, It is very reaſonable to think, 
Watt the Wbgfutry; hene mertionid miuſt be Darius the Sun of 'Hyajpes, becauſe he reign; d 


For thdia ito "B3/-oplai; whilch exbludes all ae Kings before Cambyles, and even ..Cambyſes. him- 


Let, Secsuſe he didenot conquer K gpt. It, is thought by ſome, that this Book of EHber was 


Written 4pon the AccOν of the Jeton Beaſt of + Purim. By Herodotus's faying, That Paris 


0 4 


\*, of Payim,. Þ perſſen Word, {i;vifies aber Þ Month, for ie Deſttucion ef them. Intheſe- o Days 


EHu, Pur i: 1 | of( rhem 
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The INTRODUCTION. Xi 
had a Wife, which he loved fo paſſionately, that he ſet the Crown upon her Head, there is 
great Reaſon to believe, that Abaſuerus muſt be this Darius. Fe 

As to the Story of Job, I have ſpoken at large in the Notes, which the Reader may con- 
ſult, but take this Hint by the Way. Some have queſtion'd the Truth of this Hiſtory ; but 

ob being mention'd in Hoy Vrit with ſo much Applauſe, it would be a Fault to doubt it. 
1 Ezek. c. xiv. v. 14. and in the general Epiſtle of St. James, ch. v. v. 11. The Time 

ob lived in is very hard, to be known, as well as the Author, Some fay, it was written by 
Amal, others will have Maſes to be the Author of it. Theſe are but Conjectutes, and upon 
flight Grounds. It is generally believed, that Fob lived before Moſes, and that his Miſeries 
befel him, when the Children of J/rael were in the Wilderneſs: Some are of Opinion, that 
he was deſcended of Nahor, Abraham's Brother; others from Eſau, which laſt is moſt prod- 


able, In the thirty fixth of Gene there is mention made of one Jobab amongſt the Kings 
of Edom, which is almoſt the ſame with Job. 9 15 1 
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roved upon the Face of the Waters. 


Hiri. Thus our Tranſlation ; which 
nt to have been render'd a mot vebement 
Find, inſtead of the Spirit of God, ſince the 


p10 Word Ruach, kgnifies as well the ind 
ihe Spirit, and this Signification of jt agrees 


ſtance of his Power in creating 
i. 1A Darkneſs over-ſpread the unform'd 
Be. oe, ay the other Elements and Materials of the Creation lay blended - to- 
3 gecher without Order or Diſtinction 3 only the § Spirit of God 
No ſooner had the Light diſplay'd its 
hearful Beams, but it gave Birth to the firſt Day, which was Immediately ſuc- 


Well with Ness Narration, which repre- 
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FELT FIT. 
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HE Almighty Architect having in his Eternal Wiſdom ſurvey'd 
the Chaos in its rude and ſhapeleſs Condition, ſhew'd the firſt In- 
Light; for hitherto nothing but 
iarth and Water, which with 


ſents the Earth mix'd fo with the Waters, that 


it could not appear, and ſo ſtood very much in 
need of a Wind to dry it. As the ſaid Adofes 
obſerves, Exod. xiv. 21, that there aroſe a flreng 
Eaft Wind the Night before the Hrasliles paſh'd' 
thro* the * Sea, Which made it dry. 
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W 744. This D fficulty ſeem'd fo material to 


Book I. of the HOLY BI B LE. 


«© Heaven. After this God created great“ Whales, and all other hving Crea-- 
tures which the Waters produc'd, and gave them this Bleſſing, be fruitful, 
« and fill the Waters with Fiſh, and the Earth with Fowl.” Moreover he added 
| to the Fertility of the Earth, which before brought forth only Vegetables, the 
Production of Animals, ſaying, ©* Let the Earth bring forth the living Crea- 


„ ture after its Kind; Cattle and creeping Things, and Beaſts of the Earth after 


„ their Kinds; and it was fo. 


All theſe Parts of the Creation, being thus finiſh'd in their admirable Order, 
the Almighty, to crown this great Work, changes his Stile, which before was, 
Let this, or that be ſo, and ſays, Let us make Man in our own 55 Image, after 

our own Likeneſs: Which repreſents God as acting more immediately himſelf, 
and undertaking this excellent Piece of Workmanſhip with ſome Sort of Re- 
flection and Deliberation: And thro? the Matter out of which Man was formed 
was but the Duſt of the Ground, yet God to ſhew his Omnipotence breathed into 
his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, and Man became a living Soul. Man being thus 
excellently made was by God inveſted with the Tuo great Bleſſings of Fruitful- 
neſs and Dominion: Be fruitfus, ſays he, and multiply, and rebleniſp the Earth, 
aud ſubdue. it, and bave Dominion over it. He conſlitured him Lord over all other 
Creatures, and gave him the Product of the whole Earth for his Suſtenance and 
Pleaſure, | „ 

Such was the Creation of the World, of which when God had taken a general 
Survey, he pronounc'd it very good. And on the ** Seventh Day he ended all 
his Works, which Day he appointed to be kept Holy, that Man might therein 


* J/hales, The Hebrew Word Tanninim 
ſignifies all vaſtly great Creatures, as well on 
Earth, as in the Water, and is commonly ap- 
ply's to all great Fiſhes. | 

Image. Many of the ancient Fathers 
diſtinguiſh Image from Likeneis in this Place; 
Image relating to his Nature, and Likeneſs to 


the divine Virtues. Works on the Seventh Day, to prevent the 
Hor lbmanſbip See Epb. ii. to. and AFs xvii 28. too ſuperſtitious Obſervation of it. Qibers that 
*#* Seventh, Interpreters are ſtrangely puzzled the Words ſhould be tranſlated,. 
with what our Tran ſlation, and tome others, Day he reſted from, is Works; b 
make Moſes ſay in Gen. i. 2. And on the je- Verb cannot be ſo taken in this 
venth Day God enued his Work which he had Learned do know. 


* 


the Things he had created the preceeding Six 
Days. That the Seventh Day he knew they 


his Works, i. e. heartily purpoſed to preſerve 
them. Nor are others leſs unanimous. Some 


Plic 


= the LXX, and to the Syrian and Samaritan In- 

terpreters, that they put in the Number Six in 
ne Place of the Seventh, en te emera te ee, 
and ſome, as Ludovicus, Capellus and Marinus, 
have made no Sciuple to preter their Verſion 
to the Hebrew Text. Others give the Words 
the ſeveral following Explications : viz. That 


the Seventh Day exclufive. It' 
ſo many learned Men ſhould have been ſa much 


which ſhould be tranſiated, And the Scuenih Day 
God had ended his Works, which he hade made; 


were ended, and to add no more, that the Words. 6 
ſhould be render'd, The Seventh Day he deſired - 


be Srucnth. 


IR» 
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think that God gave the finiſhirg Stroke to his. 


* 
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4 - 
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as the 
Some imagine Eve. was. 
created tne Seventh Day, contrary to the expreſs ' 
Wards of Moſes, Gen. i. 27. Others under ſtand 5 
It's ſtrange, that 


. puzzled with, ſuch: a plain and eaſy Paſſage, 


(+808 
73 


God made the Seventh Day; that the ſeventh 


Day he communicated Motion and Action to me Hebrew Tongue do acknowledge. 


% 


* 


nothing to be made, as the greateſt Maſterg of. 


that is, that the Seventh Day there remanel!l! 9 
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4 4 Compleat HISTORY 


Life. 


Book 1. 
confider the Excellency of the Creation, and God's Goodneſs towards him; which: 
he. till inlarg*d by additional Bounties acc mmodate to the Ufe and Pleature of 


The firft of which he expreſs! in his Choice of the moſt beautiful Spot 
of Ground, calb'd the Garden of + Eden, or the Terreſtrial Paradiſe z wherein 


God placed him, that he might cultrvate and keep it, giving him genera! 


Permiſſion. to eat the Fruit of every Tree in the Garden, even of the Tre: 
of Life, except of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil; giving him 


thereby an Occaſion to fhew his Fidelity to his Maker, and his. Readineſs to 


depend on him as his fupreme Lord and only 
to terrify. him from Diſobedience, he annexes a dreadful. Fenaity to ] 
greſſion of this Precept: In the Day, ſays he, that thou eatest thereof thou ſhalt 
_ deferuventa | die without Reminon, «+ * 


"+ Eden. The Part of the World in which 
this Garden was, is ſufficiently denoted by the 
Rivers Chidgehel and Per ath, which are certainly 
the Tygris and Euphrates. The Gehon and Piſon 
are not ſo well known; but fince it is ſaid, that 


theſe four Rivers united into one Channel in the 
"Ferreftrial Paradiſe, going out from thence form'd 


four ſeveral Branches, it muſt be allow'd that 
the Gchon and Piſan were in the ſame Part of the 
World, as the Tygris and the Euphrates; and it 
is very hkely, that the earthly Paradiſe was about 
that Place, where thoſe Rivers being united in 
one Body, afterwards divide into two Branches, 


which the - Scripture calls Gehon and Piſon, one 


of which runs into the Country of Suſiana, which 


is the Land of Chut, and the other into the Land 


of Havilab, which is a Part of Arabia the 


Non). 


Our learned Countryman, Dr. Henry More, 


alledges that Paradiſe was about Meſopotamia, 
that Country being not far diſtant from Judæa. 
For it is the Tradition of the Fathers, that Adam, 


when he was ejected out of Paradiſe, having 
travell'd over ſome Parts of the World, came 


_ at laſt to Fadza, and there died, and was buried 


in a Mount, which his Poſterity, becavie the 


Head of the firſt Man was laid there, called Mount 


Calvary, Where Chriſt was crucified for the Ex- 
pation of the Sins of Adam, the firſt Tranſgreſ- 
for, If the Story be not true, (ſays Dr. MORE) 


It is pity but it ſhould be, becauſe it hath ſuch 


venerable Aﬀertors, as Cyprian, Athanaſius, Bafil, 


Origen, and others of the F athers, as Cornelius 4 


that he did eat of the forbidden Fruit, 


Benefactor; at the fame Time 
to the Tranſ- 


* Tree. Moſes in Gen. ii. 9. mentions two 


' Trees, the Tree of Life, and the Tree of the 
Knowledge of God and Evil. 
Life, is ſuppos'd to be (6 called, becauſe the Fruit 


of it had the Vertue of preſerving from Death; 
by eating of which, Man was ſupply'd with con- 
tinual youthful Vigour, till be ſhould be tranſla- 
ted trom a corporal to a ſpiritual and immorta! 
Life. The Tree of the Knowledge of Goce 
and Evil had that Name, becauſe aſter Adam and 


Eve had eaten of its Fruit, they began to know 


the Good they had loft thro' their Diſobedience, 
and the Miſery they were fallen into. 
Die. Gen. ii. 17, The Verfion runs thus 


Thon ſhait die the Death: Which would 


imply, that on the Day that Adam ſhould eat 


of this Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
he ſhould die; which was not ſo, for Adam lived 


many Years after. Theretore,- as ſome obſerve 
very well, it ſhould be render'd, You ſhall deſerve 
to die without Remiſſion, For the Scripture often 
expreſſes by the Future, not only what will come 
to paſs, but alſo what ought to come to pals. 
And to this Purpoſe there is a very appoſite Text, 
1 Kings ii. 37. where Solomon ſays to Shime! 
i the Day that thou geefl out and paſſe? 


the Brook Kidron, thou ſhalt aſſuredly die the 


Death; i. e. thou ſhalt deſerve Death without 


Remiſſion ; For Solomon reſerved to himſelf the 


Power of puniſhing him when he ſhould thin“ 
fit; and in effect he did not put him to Death 
the fame Dey in which be diſobey'd, no more 
than God did put Adam to Death the ſame Day 


God 


The Tree ot 


I. 


ich 

of 
pot 
ein 
ru! 
rec 
wn 
"fo 
me 
ins- 
hal 


two 
the 
e of 
Fruit 
ath; 
Con- 
Dſla- 
orta! 
3000 
1 and 


NOW 


ence, 


thus 


vould 


d eat 
Evil, 

lived 
ferve 
Nerve 
often 
come 

paſs. 
Text, 
Hi mei 


2 


% the 


thout 


f the 


think 
Death 
more 


e Day 


God 


| neceflary we ſhould know it, 


Book T. 


of the HOLY BIBLE. 5 


God having given Adam a Permiſſion what to eat, and a Prohibition what to 
forbear, puts him in Execution of the Sovereignty he had before given him, bring- 
ing all the Beaſts of the Field and Fowls of the Air before him, that he might. 
give them their Names, and whatſoever Adam called any Creature, that was its 
Name. And now Adam being the only Creature that wanted a Companion, God 
cauſed a deep Sleep to ſeize on him, and whilſt he flept, God took out one of 
his $ Ribs cloſing up the. Fleſh again, and made it into a Woman and. brought 
her to him. Adam being ſenſible of what his Maker had done, as ſoon as he 
ſaw the Woman, in a ſort of Rapture ſays, Tis is nat Bone of my Bone, and 
Fleſh of my Rleſh: And, as he had given Names to all other Creatures, he like- 
wite calls her Woman, ſubjoining a Reaſon, becauſe ſhe was taken out of Man: 
Theſe two then being ſuch Relatives, were to be inſeparable, and that in all fu- 
ture Ages, Man fhould leave Father and Mother, and incline wholly to his Wife, 


and they two be, as it were, but one. 


This was the divine Inſtitution of Mar- 


riage, with the Law thereof, in the naked Innocency, and unbluſhing Simplicity | 
of the Man and his Wife, while they abode in the delighttul Garden of Eden, 
This was the innocent State of our firſt Parents; tho* they were “ naked they 
were not aſhamed, tor they had hitherto contracted no Guilt, their 'Conſcience 
was an unſpotted Tablet, no depraved Aﬀections having invaded their Chaſte 
Souls; for before Sin entred, all Things were honeſt and comely. N 


But the bliſsful State of this happy Pair was but ſhort liv'd; for the + Ser 


$ Ribs, The Itheiſt here is apt to raiſe Scru- 
ples and Difficulties demanding whether this Rib 
of Adam was a ſunerfluous one or not? How 
God made a Woman of a Rib? And why he 
did not make Woman at the ſame Time he 
made Man, as he created other Males and Fe- 


males? Theſe are frivolous Quæries, but ought 


to be anſwered. Was it more difficult for him 
to form a Woman out of a Rib, which was co- 
vered with Fleſh, than to make the Body of a 
Man, or a Beaſt, out of the Earth? We know 
not in what manner that was done, nor is it 
It is enough that 
Woman was form'd of the Subſtance of the 
Man's Body, and that ſuch a Way of torming 


In was more agreeable than any other to God's 


Order and Wiſdom. 

* Naked, Plato, in Politic. ſeems to take 
at Nateane/s, which he attributes to the People 
of the Golden Ape, from hence. ; 

+ Serpent. Moſes in his Relation gives no Ac- 
count of the Creation or Fall of Angels, both 


| Good and Bad. It's certain they were all created 
Good, as all Things elſe were that God had 


; Number. III. 


Pent, \ 
the 


made. But that ſome of them kept not their. 


firſt Eflate, but /eft their non Habitations, and 


thro* Pride aſpiring higher, ſinned againſt God, 
and were by him caſt down to Hell, is certain 
from the Apoſtles St. Peter and Jude, 2 Pet, 
il. 4+ Jude 6. to which ſome additional Light is 
given from Fob iv. 18. John viii. 44. and 1 John 
ii, 8. The Chief of thele fallen Angels, called 
here the Serpent, and afterwards the Old Ser- 


pent, Rev, xx. 2. and Beelzebub or Prince 


of the Devils (which were the reſt of thoſe 
Angels, that fell) was he that tempted Eve. 
Commentators indeed do vary much in their 
Opinions; ſome pretend that by the Serpent is 
to be underſtood the Devil, and that all Which 
is faid of the Diſcourſe, and of the exterior 
Temptation, is to be underſtood of the inward. 
Suggeſtion of Satan, Others fay, the Devil took 
upon him the Shape of a Serpent; but both theſe 
Opinions ſeem oppoſite to the Words of Mies, 
who ſuppoſes that Serpent was one of the Ant-. 
mals of the Earth: The Puniſhment God in- 
flicted on it of creeping on the Earth, and be 
Enmity between its Race and that of Women. 

| | are 


4 


upon the a1 E 
he guin'd his End: With a feemin 
exper Purſuit of her Rum. Indeed, 


are Particulars which do not agtee with any, but 
the true and real Serpent. But ſuppoſing him 
to be a Serpent, ſome will allow him to have 
had the Uſe ot Speech and Underftanding: at 
fiſt, of - which for his Tranſgreſſion he was de- 
priud; with many other Conjectures to as little 


che Temptation of the Serpent moſt ingeniouſſy 
of any, and after a quite different Manner. He 
pretends that the Ser dent did not ſpeak, and that 
_ Sve ſaid nothing to it, but that the ſaid Animal 
being active, got upon the Free of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, 1ook of the Fruit, and eat ot 
it; and that Eve, having ſeen it ſeveral Limes 
dq ſo, and not die, concluded with her ſelf, that 
mme ſaid Fruit did not occafion Death, and that 
it micht be grateful to the Taſte: And that it 
=  - was thus the Serpent gave the Woman to under- 
= Rand, as if it had ſpoke, that ſhe would not die 
for eating that Fruit, which made her believe; 
that God had only forbid them eating of it, be- 


ledge of Geod and Evil, Fhis Opinion indeed 
ſolves all Difficulties; and yet it muſt be own'd, 
that the Text ſeems to expreſs more, and to in- 
finuate, that there was a real Dialogue between 
wie Wiens and the Serpent. We muſt therefore 


Purpoſe, Abarbinel the Learned Jew. expounds 


2 


Cauſe if they did ſo, they would have the Know-. 


A Compleat HIST-ORYT Book 1. 
the Clnef of 'the' fallen Angels, envying 
tam dan enjoy'd that State of Innocence and 
ahd Which they by Ambition have forfeited and loſt, contrived how to feduc- 
Man from his Obedience, and draw him into Tranſgreſſion, that he might have 
| In order to which he he attacks the Wo- 
man, as the, weaker Veſſel, by whom be thougnt he might more eaſily prevail 
Man. His diabolical Project took; for he no ſooner accoſted her, but 
Sort of Indifference he betrays her into an 
J, /ays he, God hath commanded you not to 
eat of every Tree of the Garden. Nay, replies the Woman, it is but one 
« Free that is forbidden us; for we may eat of the Fruit of every Tree in the 
« Garden, except of the Fruit of the Tree which is in the Midſt of the Gar- 
„den; for God hath ſaid, Ye ſfrall not ear of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, 
« Jeft ye die.” God's Word was poſitive,” which he made to Adam, Thou pal. 
die; but the Woman in repeeting it, renders it only doubtful, and in doubting 
of God's Threatning, ſhe ſeem'd to yield. The + Serpent finding her ſtaggering, 
purſues his Advantage, and incourages her with Aſſurance that ſhe ſhould not die; 
for God knows, * ſays he, that in the Days ye eat thereof, your Eyes ſha}! 
be open'd, ond ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil. That inflam'd 


the Happineſs of Man, who hithetts re- 
Bliſs, in which he vas created, 


retutn to the more general Opinion of the Expo- 


fitors, that the Devil actually made ule of the 
Serpent to talk to Eve, and tempt her. It was 
a real Serpent, and not an imaginary one tha: 
ſpoke to ber; but it only ſpoke by Means of the 


Devil, who made uſe of that Creature as the fit- 


teſt to de employ'd in that Service. 

+ Serpent, Moſes does not ſay expreſly,. the 
Devil made uſe of the Serpent to tempt Eve, but 
contents himſelf with relating Facts as they hap- 
pened out wardly, .without commenting-on them 
or giving any Expoſition; as in the eighteent!: 


Chapter of Geneſis, he calls the three-Afigelsithat 


appeared to Abraham, Men, without decharivg 
that they wete Angels. St. Paul, Cor. xi. 3. 
in the ſame manner aſſigns to the Serpent the 
Seducing ot Eve; but in another Place of the 
Scripture that Seducing is aſſign'd to the Devil. 

Says. It hath been objected by, ſome, that 


"fiance the Serpent could not ſpeak naturally, how. 


it came te paſs that Eve was not frighted u hen 
ſhe heard it talk? To which it may be eaſily 
anſwer'd: 1. That Eve being but newly form'd,. 
might not know that Animals did not ſpeak. 


2, That being hitherto in a State of Innocence, 


/ 


Sin having not as 


: yet ſeia d them, ſhe was no: 
ſubject to ſear, of entre t te ang 


The fall of Adam. Cen; 
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pe Woman's Ambition and Deſite, for the Fruit was not only tempting to the 
ye, and grateful to the Palate, but defirable for its inſtructive Quality of mak- 
og one Wile. Whereupon forgetting the Prohibition, and dreadful Menaces at- 
ienaiing, her Curioſity hurries her on to her Deſtruction: She' eats of the Fruit; 
and her Huſband, ſtimulated by the fame Deſire of being as knowing as his Ma- 
ier, is eaſily perſuaded by his Wife to taſte of it with her. No ſooner had they 
aten of the forbidden Fruit, but their Eyes were open'd 3 but alas! it was to 
ce their own Nakedneſs and Miſery, They had indeed acquired Knowledge, but 
it was a Knowledge ariſing from ſad Experience, that the Serpent had betray*d 
bem both, and drawn them from the Good which they knew before, into the 
ei which they knew not. This dear-bought Knowledge brought upon them at 
ce both Guilt and Shame. Moſes had before obſerv'd, that Adam and Eve 
ere naked, and were not afhamed ; before Sin was committed they were inno- 
ent and free from Paſſions, like Children which were not aſham'd of their Na- 
edneſs; but after they had ſinn'd, they began to feel the diſorderly Motions of 
Noncupiſcence; they were aſham'd to fee themſelves naked, and being put to the 
oo Shifts of Art to conceal their new-diſcover*'d Nakedneſs, they made them- 
elves Aprons to cover them, And now their Wo is increas'd by a ſad Chain 
©: Paſſions, which their diſobedience had intaiPd upon them; Guilt attended with 
Pbame, and flaviſh Fear purſue them: For when they heard the Voice of God, 
Palking in Paradiſe, when the Wind aroſe in the Afternoon, they hid themſelves 
rom the Face of the Lord among the Trees of the Garden, God at that Time 
as heard, and made himſelf known to Man after a ſenſible Manner: He call'd 
$m, laying, Where art thou? Not to know where he was, but to make him 
ore ſenſible of his Fault: Adam finding himielt diſcover'd, in great Confuſion 
eas forc'd to anſwer, I heard thy Voice in the Garden, and was afraid, becauſe 
bas naked, therefore I hid my ſelf.“ In confeſſing his Nakedneis he own'd 
built; of which God immediately convicted him; for demanding how he came 
know he was naked? (which God knew he could no way come to the Know- 
ge of, but by Eating of the forbtiden Fruit,) Adam, who was not yet grown 
hardy, as to deny the Fatt, own'd himſelf guilty, but endeavour's to excuſe . 
8 nl, by laying the Blame upen his Wife, not without a tacit Reflection on 
Jod himſelt: “ The Woman, aid be, whom thou gaveſt to be with me, gave 
me of the Fruit and I did eat.“ God thereupon calling the Woman to ac- 
Funct ſaid, ** What is this thou haſt done ? *? She allo readily confeſs'd the 
WF «ct; but, like her Huſband, being willing to excuſe her ſelf, alledged, That 
Wi: was betray'd into itz ** The Serpent, /aid ſbe, beguiled me and I did eat. 
having by Examination brought this unhappy Pair to Confeſſion and Con- 
don, did not proceed ſo with the Serpent; but preſently paſſing Sentence upon 
he ſaid, ©* Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above all Cattle. 
ad above every Beaſt of the Field ; upon thy Belly ſhalt. thou go, and Duſt - 
WF ſhalt thou eat all the Days of thy Life. And I will put jj Enmity 3 | 
. | „ "Tee". 
| Enmity, The Enmity here mentioned is that Antipathy which God kt between Mako 
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A Compleat HISTORY 
1 thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed, it ſhall bruiſe thy 
«© Head, and thou ſhalt lie in wait for her Heel. 
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Bock [. 


Then' pronouncing Sen- 


tence. on the Woman“ God ſaid, , L will -greatly multiply thy Sorrow and Con- 
„ ception. In Sorrow ſhalt thou bring forth Children, and thy 5 & Defite ſhall 
* be to thy. Huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee. * And unto Adam he ſaid, 
« Becauſe thou haſt hearken'd unto the Voice of thy Wite (in Oppoſition to my 
«© Command) and haſt eaten of the forbidden Free; curſed be the Ground for 


„ thy fake; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of it, all the Days of thy Life. 


alla and Thiſtles ſhall it bring 


T horns 


forth-to thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the Herb 


«. of the Field. In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou return 


to the Ground out of which thou waſt taken: 
8 Duſt ſhalt thou return. 


ot the Tree of Lite, as he had of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 


For Duſt thou art, and unto 


| Theſe three Criminals having receiv*d their Doom, 
God expell'd them the Garden of Eden, and ſent the Man io till the Ground 
from whence he was taken; and left- he ſhould have the ſame Deſite of Taſting 


(ow; 


God placed ** Cherubims to guard the Entrance of Paradiſe with a flaming Sword, 


2 do preſerve the Tree of Lite from his profane, Hands. And thus trom the Fall 
ol our firſt Parents proceeded all choſe Ills which defac'd theſe beautiful Works 


of their Creator; and hence Sin, Pain and Death were intail'd upon their Pof- 
terity, With guilty Shame they are forc'd to quit their Seat of Innocence, and 
exchange fair Eden's Garden for an uncultivated World, which produc'd nothing 
but what was the Effect of toilſome Labour, and where they had no other Proſpect, 


but a ſad Variety of Care and Trouble. 


And now Adam being expell'd Paradiſe knew his Wife Eve, who conceiving 


and his Iſſue, and the Devil and his, at whoſe 
N our fitſt Parents were betray'd to Sin; 

y the Seed of the Woman, meaning Jeſus the 
Saviour of the World, and the Faithful ; and 


dy the Seed of the Serpent (the Devil) all Infidels 
and wicked People; cloſing the Curſe of the Set- 


pent with the ſame Allegory. It hall bruiſe thy 
Head, and thou fpalt-lie in wait for her Heel: i. e. 


0 Devil, the Seed of the Woman ſhall uſe thee 


as a Serpent, tread thee under Foot; and thou, O 
Serpent, ſhalt, like thy ſelf, lie in wait to bite 
its unwary Heel. t 
Cbaldee paraphraſe thus: ben the Sons (or Seed) 
af tbe Woman ſhall obſerve the Law, and its Pre- 


dei, then ſball they trample on thy Head and kill 
thee; but when they ſhall forſake the Law, thou 


. Halt bite their Heels, 


$$ Defire. Deſite here fignifies Obedience 


Upon which the Targum or 


bare him a Son, whom ſhe call'd & Cain, and ſaid, I have gotten a Man from] 


as to a Superior; that the Wonder Thou! 


fire nothing but what was agreeable to the Wil 
of her Husband: And this is further inforc'd 
from Gen. iv. 7. where the Dignity of the Firſt- 
born is given to Cain over Abel in the fame 
Words, unto thee his Deſire ſhall be (ſubject) and 
thou Halt rule over bim. 
** Cherubims, They are generally belicv's 
to be Angels; though the Hebrew Word may 
be taken for all "Things in general that can ftrike 
a Terror, and the flaming Sword may be 12 
taken metaphorically for Fire, Lightning, Ml 
any other Body, which by its Brightneis bin- 


died Men from approaching to Paradiſe. | 
8 Cain. 


The Word Cain ſignifies Poſſe- i 
fion; for a Child is called - Parentum þo//-/"M 


 & ſupellex, a Poſſeſſion or Chattel of his Fa- : 


rents. 


« thei 
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dme + Lord.” After him ſhe bare Adam another Son, who was named l 
el. Theſe two Brethren, when they grew up, betook themſelves to two dif- 
W ferent Imployments ; Cain, the Elder, whoſe Ditpoſition was ſordid and avaritious, 
betook himfelf to Tillage ; but Abel, who was of a more gentle and hutnane 
Temper, took Delight in a paſtoral Tmployment, and fed Sheep. In Procefs of 

Time each of them brought their Offering to the Lord. Cain's was the $$ * 
Fruits of the Ground ; and Abel's the Firſtlings of his Flock, and the Fat of 
them. The Lord, who ſaw and regarded the Heart of each, accepted Abel's Sa- 
crifice, but was not pleaſed with Cain's. Hercupon Cain was provok*d, which the 
falling of his Countenance plainly ſhew'd ; upon which God expoſtulates with him, 
and gives him to underſtand that it was his own Fault, that his Offering 
had not been accepted, and that if he did well, he ſhould be accepted; 

if he ſinn'd, he ſhould be puniſh'd for his Offence ; but if he made good 
Ute of the Inftrutions and Aſſurances which God had been pleaſed to give 
him, Tr Abel his Brother ſhould come to him as to a Refuge, and ſubmis him- 
ſelf to his Authority. But this kind Reproof made no Impreſſion on Cain; inſtead 
of being ſenſible of his Fault and repenting, he grows incens'd againſt his Bro- 
ther, and taking Occaſion not long after to diſcourſe with him when they were 
together in the Field, he fell upon innocent Abel and flew him. This unnatural 
Murder gave Death the firſt Handſel, which proceeded from no other Ground, 
but that becauſe the righteous Abel worſhipp'd God more fincerely, and more ac- 
ceptably than Cam did; But he is ſoon call'd to an Account for it, for God. 
examining him where his Brother was, he very inſolently as well as faſſly an- 
ſwered, he knew not: And as if he had been affronted by being queſtion'd a- 
bout his Brother, he fſurlily anſwered, © Am I my Brother's Keeper?“ But 
the Lord not only charg'd him with the Murder of bis Brother, but convicted 
him of it too. What haſt tnou done, /aid he, the Voice of thy Brother's Blood 
- © cries to me from the Ground? And now art thou curled from the Earth, 

which hath opened her Mouth to receive thy Brother's Blood from thy Hand, 


+ Lord. F rom this Exprefſicn ſome think, Abel. The Word Abel ſignifies Mourning, 


4 

k a = ; 
e 
7 3 
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that Eve was ſo far miſtaken in Cain, as to ute 


him (who was indeed but the Füſt born in the 
Tranſgrefliov) for that Seed, which God had 
ſaid, ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent; but 
fo far from being that Seed, or of that Seed, 
| that the Apoſtle expreſly ſays, He was of that 
wicked one, 1 John ili, 12. And ſome oſ the 
Fews ſtick not to ſay, That he was born of 
a filthy Seed, which the Serpent calt into Eve. 
But plain it is, that reinciting the Generations of 
Alam, Gen. v. Cain and his Offspring are whol- 
ly omitted, as if they did not belong to Adam. 

* After, Before the Birth of Cain, Eve 
is ſaid to have conceived ; but thete is no men- 
tion made of her Conception of Abel; from 


whence ſome conclude they were T wine, F 


becauſe his Parents long lamented his Death: It 


fignifies alſo Vanity, either becauſe it preſaged the 
Suddenneſs ot his Death, or that it denoted the 
Vanity of Mortality to which all are Subject. 


$$ Fruits. It is the general Opinion of 


Commentators, that Cain offered the worſt ok 
the Fruits of the Earth, which ſhew'd, that 
he did not pay his Acknowledgment to God 
with that Cheerfulneis and Sincerity of Heart, 
as Abel did who brought the Firſt of his Flock. 
In the ſame Senſe God ſaid ta 
Eve, that her defire {hould be to ber Huſband, 
i, e. ſhe ſhould go to him for Sheltet and 
Protection, as to à Sanctuary, OY the: . 
have very well render'd. Its 2 


++ Abel. 
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Crime ; but Cain, amaz'd at it, began to be ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his 


to obtain Pardon. 
and he ſeems. not ſo ſenſible of his Sin as of his Puniſhment. 
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When thou tilleſt the Ground, it ſhall not henceforth yield unto thee its 
y: Strength: Nor is that all; but a Fugitive and a Vagabond ſhalt thou be 
* Upon the Earth. This Sentence was gentle in Compatiſon of the horrid 


Offence, and the Miſery he was reduc'd to: & My Offence, {aid he is too great 
This was an Expreſſion: of Deſpair rather than Repenrance ; 
| ** Behold, ſaid ht, 
thou | haſt driven me out this Day from the Face of the Earth, and from thy 


Face ſhall I be hid, and I ſhall be a Fugitive and a Vagabond in the Earth, 


© and it ſhall come to paſs that , every one that findeth me ſhall flay me. 
But God having taken this Cauſe into his own immediate Cognizance, and fix'd 
the Puniſhment, ſecur'd him againſt chat Dread, declaring, that whoſoever ſhould 
ſlay Cain, Vengeance ſhould be taken on him Sevenfould, that is in a very griev- 
ous Manner. God giving us thereby to underſtand, that Vengeance is to be left 
to him, and that it is not lawful for private Perſons of their own Authority to 


„ dan. 
My Iniquity is greater than I can bear. The for- 


kill ſuch as deſerve it. 


F My Offence, &c. All the Verſions make 


Cain ſpeak like one in Deſpair, Gen. iv. 13. 
The Vulgar Latin makes him ſay, Ady Iniguity 
is greater than that I ſhould merit or obtain Par- 
Pagnine Tremellius, the French and Ours, 


mer is the Meaning which the LXX. and Cha/- 
dee Pataphraſe have given it: But why ſhould 


we not tranſlate it with {ome Rabbins, Is my In- 


iguity greater than that it can be pardon'd ? This 
hath nothing contrary to the Anſwer which God 


gave him, and which he likewiſe back'd with a 


mirzculous Sign, to affure him of his Protection, 


as you may ſee in the Note“ following. 


"+ Every one. Among all the Conjectures of 
Peirere and others, concerning the State of the 
Pre- Adamites, there is but one that ſeems to 


" have any Difficulty ; which is, that Cain having 
lain his Brother Abel, and going away towards 


the Eaſt, ſaid, Every one that findeth me will ſtay 


"me; This ſeems to imply, That there were 
then Men upon the Earth. Cain married, he 
had a Son called Enoch, and deing come into the 
Faſt he there built a City, to which he gave his 


Son's Name. Hence. they conclude that the 
Earth was inhabited by 'Men, and another Race 
of Men than that of Adam; for Abel was dead, 


Lain was fled, and Seth was not born till the 


| And that none by Miſtake might ſlay 
Sign or Wonder before him to perſuade him, that whofoever ſhould find him, ſhould not 


fort for the Death of Abel, ſaying, God hath ap- 


whom Cain flew. Suppoſing then that Murder 


their Enquiries, as to pretend to tell what the Let- 


Cain, God ſet a * 
Kill 


130th Year of Adam, after the Death of 4. 
But this Objection hath little in it, if we obſerve, 
that the Murder of Abel by Cain happen'd long 
aſter their Birth, a ſhort Time before that ot 
Seth, who was born in the 130th Year of Adam; 
for Eve look'd upon the Birth of Seth as a Com- 


pointed me another Son in the Room of Abel, 


to -have happened in the 128th Year of the 
World, there might be then many Men on the 
Earth deſcended from Adam; for tho” the Sctip- 
ture names but Three of his Children, yet it 1s 
faid Gen. v. 4. he had Sons and Daughters. if 
we calculate the Number of Adam's Childten 
and their Offspring in 122 Years, it will appear 
there might be a great Number of Men and 
Women: So that'it is not ſurptizing, that when 
Cain flew his Brother Abel, ſome other Part of 
the Earth ſhould be people. 
* Sign, The Ridiculous Conjeftures upon 
this Point have been almoſt without Number. 
Some imagine that God impteſt a Letter on h 
Forehead. And others have been ſo curious in 


ter was, A Letter of the Word Abel, ſay ſome; 
the four Letters of Jehovah, ſay others; or 2 
Letter expreſſing his Repentanee, fay a third 
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I bin. Upon this Cain went out from the Preſence of the Lord, and dwelt 
dhe Land of Ned, which is to the Eaſtward of Eden, beyond the Country of 
abylon and having by this Time taken a Wite, ſhe conceived and bare him a 
Won, called Enoch, after whoſe Name Cain called the City, which he afterwards 
Wuilc. This Enoch begat Trad ; Irad begat Mahujael ; Mahujael begat Mathnſael ; 


ad Matbuſuel begat Lamech. This laſt the Scripture takes Notice of as a Thing 
Wcogether new and ſingular, that he was the firſt that introduc'd Polygamy,” for 


2 married two Wives called Adab and Zillab. By the firſt he had two Children, 


abel, who firſt invented the Ule of Tents, and to order Cattle; and Fubal, who 
as the firſt Inventor of Muſical Inſtruments, 


By his Wife Zillah he had a Son 


alled Tubalcain, who firſt found cut the Art of Working in Metals, and was 


n firſt that made Armour and warlike Weapons: A Trade well becoming one 
* murdering Cain's Poſterity. This is the Regiſter of Cain's Poſterity for ſeven 


zenerations, Which Maſes might enumerate perhaps to ſhew who were the Authors 


he better Seed of Adam afterwards, 


r [nventors of certain Arts or Trades, and who were inſtrumental in corrupting 
But of Cain's more immediate bloody Race, 


one was more eminently barbarous than Lamech ; for his Wives, knowing that 


Men hated him for his Cruelty, where afraid ſor him; upon which, to ſatisfy 
W hem, he boaſtingly ſaid, that none could reſiſt him, for he had murder*'d a Man, 


hough he was wounded ; and making himſelf ſecure to them, he tells them, tho” 


WW" ſcoffing Manner, that if Cain's Death was to be aveng'd Severstold, his | 


ould be ſeventy Times ſeven Times, valuing himſelt upon more Murders than 


Wot of Writers. There have been ſome that 


magined that Abe!'s Dog was appointed to go 


ib him where-ever he went, to warn People 


ot to kill him; but this does not come up to 
he Humour of a Mark ſet on Cain, and there- 
ore other Writers rather think his Face and Fore- 
ead were Leprous; others, that his Mark was 
| wild Aſpect and terrible rolling Eyes; others 
ay he was ſubject to a terrible Trembling. There 
ire ſome Writers that have improved this Con- 
eil, by adding, that where-ever he went the 
uch ſhook and trembled round abut him: But 
etre is another Notion of Cain's Mark, as good 


any of the reſt, namely, that he had a Horn 
Red on his Forehead, to teach all Men to avoid 


um. Yet fince the Scripture gives no Account 
i what Mark it was, it is Raſhneſs to gueſs at 
{ it. But the Miſtake lies in the Tranſlation ; 
ind almoſt all the Verſions have committed a 
Fault in tranſlating Gen. iv. 15. That God had 
ut Mark on Cain, left any finding him ſbonld 


fet a Sign among the Heathen, 


f Lein could. And thus much for Cain and his Offspring, which were all ſwept 
ay by the Deluge. ö 


kill lim: Tho' the Original ſays no ſuch Thing, 
as the LXX, have, who render it very well thus, 
That Ged (et a Sign or Wonder before Cain, to 
perſuale him, that whoſoever ſhould find him ſhould 
not kill him. Almoſt the fame with that which 


is ſaid, Exod, x, 1, 2. that God ſet Signs before 


the Egyptians, and %. Ixvi. 19. that he would 
Where tis evi- 
dent, he does not mean any particular Maik, 
which ſhpuld be ſer on their Bodies, but only 
thoſe Signs and Wonders, which he wrought 
in Egypt to oblige Pharaoh to let his People go, 
and the miraculous Manner, after which he de- 
livered them from the. Babylonih Captivity, 


This Explication is natural and agreeable to the 


Methods of divine Providence, which is. wont 


to convince the incredulous by Signs and Won- 


ders. Nor could any leis aflure Cain, in the 
Fear he was under that the Firſt that did meet 
him ſhould not kill him, after what God had 


ſaid to him, in. upbraiding him ith his Crime, = 
Rs Adam 
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Alam having thus uphappily loſt his'Soh bel, God ſupply'd His |Lofs'by gir 
ing him another, whom he named Sen; for, faith: Eve, God | hath given me 
another Son inſtead of Abel, whom Cain ſlew. This Man had a Son called 
Enos, of whom it is faid, that in his Time Men began to call upon the Name! 
of the Lord : which is to be underſtood of a publick Worſhip, of with Cere. 
moties: Through this Seth, Adam's Line is by Moſes continued in Ten Genera. 
ions before che Flood, with the Age of each of thoſe longliv'd 5 Fathers Among 
_ © Jhelſe, in the Seventh Degree from Adam, lived Enoch, to whom this ſingular Tel. 
dimony and Character was given, That God was fo pleas'd with his good Lit 
and virtuous Converſation, that he tranſlated him to Heaven immediately. Ex 
left behind him his Son Metbuſaleb, the longeſt-liv'd of the Patriarchs, and he 
left behind him Lameih the Father of Noab, whoſe Birth was congratulated wich 
this prophetick Rapture by his Father, 1 That he he ſhould prove a Comfort to 
his Family for the Curſe which the Lord had laid upon the Earth: Which Pro- 
phecy was verified, but in another Manner; for Noah by his righteous I. ife de. 
liver'd the Church, and preſerv'd it from periſhing by his Obedience. : 
By this Time the World began to grow populons, and tho? Sh and his Pro- 
geny for ſome Ages were ſhy of converſing with Cain and his Family, by reaſon 
of their Barbarous and bloody Diſpoſition ; yet Time wore off that Averſion, and 
as the World grew more repleniſn'd with People, the Generation of the Righteou; 
indulging, themſelves in too great a Liberty, entertained a more free and familia 
Converſation. with the wicked Offspring of curſed' Cain, than was fit or ſafe {or 
them. By which Means having expoſed themſelves to the Allurements of thi: 
Women, the Luſt of the Eye repreſenting the Daughters of Men fair, prevai!'d 
upon the Sons of God to take them. It is not to be doubted, but that thee, 


F 15 5 : ok 1 15 who F 
+ Se Gen, v. | ea Authority an Age before the Deluge; miaking tt 
+ See Gen. v. 29. | im ſay, Gen. vi. 2. That the Sons of God a 
Sens of Ged. The two great Families de- ihe Daughters of Men, thai they were fair , ani u. 
Tiv's-from Adam, viz. That by Cain, and that they took them Wives of all that they choſe, Thi th 
WT by Seth, (who ſucceeded: righteous Abel) as they gave Occaſion to © that extfavagant Opinion WW 7s 
WE differed in their Natures and Courfe of Life, ſo of ſeveral Fewih Writers, followed by “= 
WE. they were diſtinguiſh'd by very different Appel- veral Fathers of the Church, ix. That Au- 
lations, For the Offspring of Cain being wholly gels had come down upon Earth, and taken 1  » 
98 given up to worldly Pleaſures, and minding only themſelves Wives, with whom they bega WW 
_ earthly Things were called Men, or Sons of Generation of Giants : And to that no leis . 
Men: But the Offspring of Seth, becauſe they travagant Fancy of others who imagined that i: WW » 
addicted themfelves to Virtue and Piety, and pro- Sons of Men did fignify the Devils. But it we b. 
ſeſs'd to worfhip the true God, were called the eaſy to have obſerved, that the Word EHu n 
Sons of God. „ pPften ſignifies no more than a Judge or Sovetregn, BW 
T dis is very rational and plaufible, and, I be - or a Perſon inveſted with Authority, as the et 
lieve, true: And yet a modern Annetator, not Interpreters do acknowledge; and that as in: Wi 7- 
WMithout Reaſon, ſays, ſome Verſions have not Hebrew does expreſs the inferior Sort of Peop't MN © 
been exact enough, in rendering what Maſes re- by the Sons of. Men, fo the Daughters of Hen, - 


matks of the Behaviour of thoie who were in figuity no mote than the Daughters of the ins ? 


r wilt 
4 118 


Bobk l. of the HOLY BIBLE ug 


who were the Offspring of the Righteous, and profeſs'd themſelves to be the Sons 
of God, were not a little by this Time degenerated from the Virtue and Piety of 
their Anceſtors. For we find that immediately after this God complained of the 
Wickedneſs of Man in general. But how depraved ſoever they were before, this 
Alliance with thoſe who were not the ſame with them in the Profeflion, at leaft, 
of Religion, and. the Worſhip of God, did fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, 
and aggravate their Sin. God ſeeing the Corruption general, and daily increaſe, 
is ſaid to repent that he had made Man, and ſeeing no Hopes of their Repen- 
tance, he declar'd he would deſtroy the whole Race: Only Noah, who was 
a juſt and pious Man, found Favour in the Sight of God, and for his Sake, his 
Family, eight Perſons in all, were exempted from the general Deſtruction, which 
by the Flood was brought upon the reſt of Mankind. _. 5 
Of this approaching Judgment, the merciful God gave Mankind Warning long 
before he executed it; for tho' the Wickedneſs of Man was ſo great, that ( ſpeak- 
ing after the Manner of Men 1 God is ſaid to have repented that he had 
made Man, yea that it grieved bim at the Hart; yet, faith God, my Spirit 
mall not always ſtrive with Man, my Juſtice provokes, my Mercy intercedes ; 
I am at Strife with my ſelf, how to deal with this ſinful Generation; yet ſince 
Man is alſo Fleſh, I will not ſweep him away with a ſudden Deſtruction, I will 
give him yet a Time to return, and repent, yet his Days ſhall be an hundred 
and twenty Years. The & hundred and twenty Years are almoſt expired, the 
Term ot  Reprieval is at Hand: And yet they ſhall have a ſecond Warning. 
God was unwilling to deſtroy them yet, unleſs they would wilfully run upon their 
own Ruin; for ſeven Hays hence, ſays he, I will cauſe it to rain forty Days 
upon the Earth. It will” be ſeven Days betore it begin to rain, and it will con- 
tinue forty Days raining : If in that Time they had all turned from their evil 
Ways, I doubt not but their Doom had been reverſed, as it was afterwards at 
te Preaching of Jonab. 2 


rior Sort: It muſt have been obſerved further, & Hundred, c. This is a great Inſtance: 

that the Verb Lalach does not only fignify o of God's Fotbearance, and ſhews the Difference 
take, here, and in ſeveral other Places, but 4% between the Mercy of God and that of Man. 
take.by Force, or Surprize, or to ravi/h, and that For Man ſeldom gives Warning where he in- 
this Behaviour is called a Violence, V. 11, 13. tends to ſtrike ; and more ſeldom ſtrikes, but 
which provok'd-God to ſend the Deluge on the where he intends to deſtroy, © Why doſt thou 
Earth. Moſes's Deſign then is to aggravate the ** give Notice of thy Judgments thou ait a- 
Wickedneſs of that Age, by ſhewing that thoſe „ bout to execute? That I may never execute 
who were in Authority, and conſequem!y ſhoud * thoſe Evils which I give Notice of, faith 
bave been exemplary tor Virtue and Piety, were St. Chry/oflom anſwering in the Lord's Stead. 
nothing but Patterns of Luſt and Violence: So And to the like Purpoſe St. Hierom: God, 
bet ſthe Words ſhould have been render'd, That *** becauſe he geſites to puniſh na Man, threats". 7 
the Sons of the Stwereignty ſeeing that the Daugh- * ens them With his, Puniſhments like a Father, 
ters of the inſerior Sort were fair, they took them * and ſhakes his Rod, becauſe he has no mind: 
= Force, and raviſh'd them at their Pleaſure; ** to correct his Children. 5 
bome Verſions and Interpreters have expreſs'd e e 
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Baut before the hundred and twenty Years were expired, God ſeeing no Amen. 
ment, declar'd ro Noah his Refolution to deſtroy all Fleſh from the Earth by Wl 
a Flood of Waters; but for the Preſervation of Noah and his Family, and Sced Ml 
to repleniſh the depopulated Earth, he commanded him to make an + Ark »: 
= Ship of vaſt Bigneſs to receive them, and ſome of all Creatures. This Ark God 
ii directed Noah to make of Gophir, or Cedar, and to pitch it Both within and with- 
3 out, that the Waters might not penetrate it. The Length of it was to be an 
hundred and fifty Yards, the Breadth twenty five, and. the Height fifteen. There 
were three Stories or Decks in it; the Firſt and Second might ſerve for the 
Beaſts and the Pioviſions ; the Third it's likely ſerv'd to lodge Noah and his 
Family, and to keep the Birds. Every Story or Deck might be divided intro 
ſeveral Apartments; and there was a Window above, or an Opening, which went 
quite round to give Light to the whole Veflel, and the Door or Entring Port 
was in the Side. | YT © | 
| Noah having received his Orders and Directions how to make the Ark, and 
an Aſſurance from God, that tho? he deſtroy'd all Fleſh beſide, yet he would 
eftabliſh his Covenant with him,“ finiſh'd the Ark ſeven Days before the 
Rain began to fall. All Things being thus prepar'd, God gave Notice to Noa 
to come into the Ark with his Family, and to take in with him every living 
Thing of all Fleſh, both ot Cattle and Reaſts of the Field, Birds and Fowls of 
the Air, and creeping Things, two of a Sort, one Male, and one Female; 0 
keep Seed to ſtock the Earth again. But of clean Beaſts, he was order'd 0 
take them in by Sevens, three Pairs of Males, and three of Females, and the 
Seventh for Sacrifice. All which Creatures, God, by a ſecret Inſtinct, I diſpoſci 
to come and offer themſelves unto him, and with them he was alſo to take in 
Food of all Sorts that were then eaten, ſufficient to ſuſtain himſelf and them. 
Ca Eo, Neb i 
+ Ark, Some of the Ancients not thinking have found out the exact Bulk of the Ark, in 
the Ark by theſe Dimenſions ſpacious enough Proportion to what is contain'd. It is not to 
"to receive commodiouſly all the Creatures that be ſupnos'd that he made a Geometrical Cal- || 
were to enter therein, with their Stowage of pro- culation, which requires much Application and 
viſion and Neceſſaries, have extended this Mea- Reflection. It is more likely that he related the 
ure by the Geometrical Cubit ; which would Pact hiſtorically, as he had received it from bs 
wy make the Ark fix Times bigger. But accord- Anceſtors, who were not very remote from the 
ing to the Computation of Biſhop i/tins and Flood, even tho' we had no Regard to Reve- 
other learned Men, it is plain that the Ark was ca- lation. | 
pable of holding all thoſe Creatures that came. Finiſpd. Tr is natural for any one to al 
'Had we never ſeen a ſhip, and ſhould be told how where the Ark was built; which in all probe 
many Men, and what Proviſions and Merchan- bility was in Meſopotamia- For the Terreſtia: 
dize one will carry, it would ſeem to us no Paradiſe being there, it is likely the firſt Man 
Teſs incredible, than what Moſes tells of the did not remove far from thence, and that Noa! 
Contents of the Ark. But the Geometrical liv'd there. And the Ark reſted upon che 
' 1. Calculation makes out, that they are both e- Mountains of Armenia, which is not far from 
| | -qually poſſible, and ſhews that Moſes ſpoke thence. 
. Truth. For had he been an Impoſtor, it would || Diſpoſed. Some have queſtion'd how Nos“ 
have been a very difficult Matter for him to could bring all Sorts of Birds and Beaſts 9 
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De Place? The Queſtion is ridiculous, con- 


zod by his ſecret Providence diſpoſing them: 
'ho' it. might juſtly be anſwer'd in the Cate 
Noah alone, excluſive of God's Power. 


d in that Country, ſome of every kind had 
emained there, which Noah without any Mi- 
cle might have tamed ſome Time before the 
Flood; ſo that when the Deluge came on they 
gaht naturally be brought to the Ark, at the 
ime when Noah ſhut it up. 


ere Queſtion the Univerſality of the Deluge; 
pd tome Moderns will not allow fo great 
Quantity of Water as to Cover the whole 
Jlobe ; or that if the Ark had been lifted fo 


ver all the Earth, it was ſufficient to drown 
hat Part of the Eerth they liv'd on; nd that 
den the Seripture ſays, The Deluge cover'd 


fall the Earth that was inhabited. To theſe 


þ ext in Geneſis, is expreſs for the Univerſality 
14 the Deluge, and that it is there ſaid, God 
d to deſtroy all Men, Beaſts, Reptiles and 


2 in ine Ark. And as in the Beginning the 
als of the Earth was cover'd with Water, 


book I. the WOLY IBL. 


Neab having put ſu'd theſe Directions, enters the Ark with his Family in the 
:. hundredth Tear of his Age: And on the Seventeenth Day of the Secontl 
Uonth, (which was about the Beginning of May) the whole Face of Nature be- 
Wn to put on a diſmal Aſpect, as if the Earth were to ſuffer a final Diſſolution, 
ad all Things return to their primitive Chaos. The Cataracts of Heaven were 
Ppened, and the Sea forgetting its Bonds, overſpread the Earth with a dreadful 
andation, Too late Wretched Man is ſenſibte of his deſerved Fate, and in 
uin he climbs the Hills and Eminencies to ſhun the Vengeance of his angry 
od; the higheſt Mountains yieid him but a ſhort Reprieve, and every little 
Wctuge ſoon diſappears with him. Forty Days and Nights it continu'd 
ning, at the End of which the Ark began to float; the Surface of the Watets 
Wing fifteen Cubits, or two and twenty Feet and a half of our Meaſure, above 
De [ops of the higheſt CF Mountains. Here was a diſmal Face of Things 
Wiitczi of the Earth adorn'd with the Productions of Nature and the Improve- 
ents of Art, nothing but a watry Deſart appeared, which offer'd nothing to 
the ſame Water, with the Clouds diſſolv'd into 
ering it was Veab that brought them, but 


he faid, The Fountains of the Hep, and the _ 8 
hat all Sorts of Creatures having been crea- e 


of Creatures breathing, ſo far. above be big? 
$8 Mountains, The Atheiſt eſpecially will 


gh above the Earth, Men and Beaſts, by 
We:ion of the Sharpneſs of the Air, could not 
ave liv's ; that. Men not being then diſpers'd 


Air, Experience ſhews, That the Crearureygf gr ³ 
of any Country can live in another temperate "it 
Country: And that in this Caſe the Maſz ot * 0 
Water having fill'd up the Spaces ot the gro- 
ſer Air, made the Air, which was before near 
the Earth, to rife to the Tops of the [higheſt .. D 


thoſe Mountains. Beſides, had not all, the Earth 
ide Exrth, it may very well be underſtood 


Peckions I anſwer: That the Letter of the 


putds, except Noah and thole preſerv'd with 


have warn'd Noah to go to ſome other Coun- 0 
try, which was not to be drown'd. In hort, 4 
it would have required no leſs a Miracle to 

keep up the Waters in one Part of tbe Earth, _ 

than to cover it all. To conclude, tho” God 1 
caus'd the Flood only as 4 Puniſhment for the + ü 
ins of Men, yet it's poftively laid, that aal! 
but thoſe in the Ark peil 9. ] 


Water, afforded the ſame Quantity, which meet- 
ing together might again coyer the Globe of 
the Earth. This Me/es «plainly. denoted when 


Cataract: of Heaven, were opened. And thoſe 
Waters, when the,Rain had ceas'd, being drain ee! 8 
away by Degzeecs into the Deep, and arbal d ,--f 
in Vapouxg; he Earth appear'd, and was feſtot -' 0 
to its former State, As to the Impaſſbiligye :- 


Mountains, by reaſon of the Sharpneſs of , ö ook 


Mountains; ſo that the Men and Creatures ü 
that were in the Ark breath'd the fame Air, „ 
that they would have breath'd at the Foot of — "0 


been cover'd by the Waters, the Building of w_ 
the Ark had been needleſs, and God 'coutd 2x 
4 
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_ the View of Heaven but the [floating Wrecks: off Man and his Frhlow. Creatu 
who, except Noa! and thoſe. in dhe Arks were ſwept away with tbe Commag 
EE Ku o S anig wt fy WOE EW ONT) _ 
God. having thus fatisfied- his Juſtice in the Vengeance with which he had d 
threatened Mankind, began to think of the poor Remains of Nature he had of 
a Year - confin'd within their floating Tabernadle. After a Year's Time (tor (WG 
long the Waters continu'd over the Earth) God, remembring his Covenant wid 
he made with Noob, cauſes a Wind to blow, which drove back the Waters, u 
left all the Earth in a ſhort Time dry. This Noab firſt diſcover'd by the rei 
Hoof the Ark upon one of the 5 Mountains of Ararat, in the Country of Armen 
Ibis was on the third of Ofober, and on the Twelfth of December the Tops of 
_— the Mountains appeared. It was a welcome: Sight to Noab, who, wiſely col 
{idering, that tho“ the Tops of the Mountains were diſcoverable, the Vallics mig: 
__  #Kil} be overflow'd, waited forty Days longer before he attempred any furthef 
HDDiſcovery; and then opening a Window of the Ark, he let fly a Raven, i 
4 try whether the Waters were dry'd up, but the Raven did not return. Sevallf 
—_ Days after he let iy a Dove, which finding no Place where to reſt her Fo ore 
Wy returned to the Ark. Seven Days after he ſent her out again, and the returi'f 
Ay with an Olive-Branch. By this, Noab knew that the Waters did not cover ort 
Farth Where the Ohive-Trees ſtood. However, he ſtay'd ſeven Days longer, ani 
then he Jet out the Dove the third Time, which did not return; whereupolf 
4 WMaab prepared to go out of the Ark, by uncovering the Roof of ir. Yer having 
ww =. pious Regard to God's Providence and Direction, as well in going forth, « 
mL in going in, he continued fifty five Days longer, that the Earth might be dry, a 
went out the twenty ſeventh Day of the ſecond Month, and firſt of the Week 
Thus there was a compleat Solar Year, from the Beginning of the Flood, to til 
Day when Noah and his Wife, their Sons and their Wives, came out of te 
Ark, with all the living Creatures that had gone into it. Then began the Mont 
of May, when the Trees and the Plants bud and ſhcot out : And now Ni 
gy ture puts on the youthful vernal Dreſs again, all Things appear in their forme {0 
WE  Gaiety, and the Earth abundantly produces freſh Food for the Creatures preſerv 4M vi: 
a 3 the Ark; and all other Parts of the Creation contributed to the Uſe adi 
Pleaſure of, Mankind as before the Deluge. ee 
The Earth. being thus prepar'd to receive MWab and his Family, he by Goch 
expreſs Command. deſcends from the Ark, with the Creafures committed to hi 
Charge; and being ſafely landed, the firſt Thing he did was to offer a Su 
ice of Thankſgiving to the Lord, who had preſerv'd him and his Fami 
rom the Deluge to reſtore Mankind. In order to which he built an Altar, (! 
is likely on the Mountain where the Ark reſted, and the firſt Akar we hat 


 { Mauntains, Commentators reconcile ſeve- As for Example, when it is ſaid, Tc! the A 
ral ſeeming Gontradictions, by ſhewing that the reſted on the Mountains of Ararat, Gen. XV 
Plural . Number is imploy'd for the Singular, That is, on one of thoſe Mountains. 
which is very common in the Stile of the Hebrews, : 9 5 
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ation of) and taking ot all the clean Birds and Beaſts, he made a Burat- 
"od Fins on the ſaid Altar. The Sacrifice was acceptable to the Lord, and drew 

W.. Bicding.on Men, on Beaſt, and on the Earth it ſelf: For God not only 
eared his Acceptance of Noah's: Piety, but made a Covenant with him, (and 


- o 


bim with his Poſterity.) graciouſly promiſing, that he would not again curſe 
Je Ground for Man's Sake, F' though the Imagination of his Heart was Evil, 
r interrupt the Seaſons any more. Tn '. ban 
W Th: Order of Nature deſtroy'd by the Flood being reſtor'd by God's Promiſe, 
e particularly bleſs'd Noah and his Children, commanded them to multiply and 
Wi! the Earth, appointed Man Lord over all the Beaſts of the Earth, and the 
oss of the Air, and Filhes of the Sea: And whereas hitherto Men had liv'd 
pon + Vegetables, God having at firſt appointed Herbs and the Fruits of Trees 
r their Food; after the Flood their Fare was inlarg'd, and they were allow'd 
eat Fleſh: Only he excepted Blood, and Meat ſtrangled, from which the 
food had not been drawn, leſt Men ſhould grow ſavage and like Brutes, eat 
Whe Creatures alive; that is, Fleſh wick the Blood thereof. They were there- 
Wore firtt to take away the Life, by letting out the Blood, and then to dreſs 
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urn id eat the Fleſh. But at the ſame: Time that he permitted them to kill all 
r orte of Animals, he ſtrictly charged them not to ſhed the Blood of Man, threat- 
„an iog thoſe, whether Men or Beafts, that ſhould ſhed it, with Vengeance. In ſhort, 
up God ratity'd the Promiſe he had made to Noab, not to deſtroy Men and Beaſts. 
avu heey more by an univerſal Deluge; and to render it more ſolemn, confirm'd it 1 
1, by 4 Covenant and Alliance between himſelf and Man, placing the“ Rainbow 4 
', Mas a Sign of it in the Sky. A Bow. he ſet, an Inſtrument of Terror; but a © | 
Vee Bow unſtring'd, a Bow with both Horns upon the Ground, a Bow hang- 1 
0 ting in the ks not in his Hand, an Emblem of his Favour, that he would 4 


g 4 
4 
. 
= 

3 


Wot ſuddenly ſhoot forth the Arrows of his Wrath, though never ſo juſtly. pro- 
voked. . ey lk 1 
And now the whole Race of Cain being cut off by the Flood, it might rea- 
ſonably have been expected, that the $$ new World would have been p'arited 
with” better People: But as in the Ark there were unclean Beaſls preſerv d, as 
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d Though, This is commonly tranſlated for, . after the Flood might authorize that Practice. 
bot very injuriouſly ; for it makes the ſacred ®* Rainbow, The Jetos, faith Maimonides, 


p hi Author ſpeak quite contrary to what he defign'd, when they tee the Rainbow, bleſs God for be- 
Sach [ang is an Affront to the Juſtice, Goodneſs and ing mindful of his Covenant, and faithful in 
mil Wiſdom of God, who, by this Tranflation of his Promiſe. Though this Covenant was not 
r, (t fer tor thugh, might ſeem to bleſs Man for his made only between him and their Nation, but 
bun evi! Imaginations. with all the Inhabitants of the World, between 


I aetables. God at firſt was ſatizfied with him and the Earth, that he would not drownu 
appointing the Fruits and Herbs for the Food it with an univerſal Deluge. | 

of Man, as being the more natural Suſtenance; $$ Nero. I call this the ze world after 
but did not by any poſitive Law forbid them the Flood, as St. Peter calls that before the 
the eating the Fleſh of Beaſts. Though it is Flood, the d World. See 2 Pet. ii, 5. 
poſſidle they might make uſe of it, and God FE 
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A Compleat HISTORT_ Book 
well as clean; ſo in Noah's Family there was a wicked Cham, as well as a ious il 

Shem and Fapheth. For of the three Sons of Noah, who had been 10 wonderfully 
| prelerv'd with him in the Ark, to repeople the World, there was one of them 
who having deſerv'd the Curſe of his Father, drew alſo the Curie ot God upon 5 
himielf; and inſtead of being the Head of a Holy Race, was the Father of U 
wicked a Poſterity, as was to be the Object of God's Anger and Reprobation, MW 
And this was Cham and his Race; for the firſt Inſtant of Man's Impiety, after 
the Deluge, was that of Cham's diſcovering his Father's Nakedneſs, in a very 
rude and prophane manner; which happen*d thus: : 
' Neah having in a moſt devour and ſolemn manner offer'd a Sacrifice of. Praic? 
to God, for his Preſervation and Deliverance, received the Ettabliſhment of Go, Ml 
Covenant with him and his Poſterity for a perpetual Security from another De 
luge, and a Command to multiply and repleniſh the Earth, apply'd himicli 
to Huſbandry 3 and among other Improvements which he made of the Ground, he 
_ Planted a Vineyard. Natural Curioſity invited him to taſte of the Fruit of his g. 
Labour, but not aware of the intoxicating Quality of the Wine, he drinking 
too freely of it fell into Drunkenneſs; during which he lay in a very indecent 
Poſture, his Body being uncover'd, in his Tent, and ſo expos'd to the Eyes of 
his Children; Graceleſs Cham was the firſt that ſpied his Father in this Condi. 
tion, who, inſtead of concealing his Weakneſs, betrays him to his Brethren, and 
made him the Subject of Ridicule and Deriſion: But Shem and Fapheth abomi- 
nating their Brother's ill Nature, and bluſhing to fee their Father lying in this 
immodeſt Poſture, took a Garment, and laid it upon their Shoulders, and ſo went 
| backward and cover'd his Nakedneſs, upon which their pious Modeſty did not 
allow them to look. Noah being recover'd from his Wine, and underſtanding 
how his younger Son Cham had ſerv'd him, he curs'd his Race in the Perſon of 
. Canaan, ** Curſed, ſaid he, be $& Canaan, a Servant of Servants ſhall he be to 
his Brethren.* But when he found how regardful his other Sons had been in 
concealing his Shame, he rewards their pious Care with this Bleſſing : ** + Blef- 


S Canaan, That is, all the Poſterity of it is ſaid, He Hall dwell in the Tents of Shem, 
Ham, as well as himſelf; for Canaan was the that is, among the Progeny of the latter. A 
Son of Ham. Genefis ix. 18. great Inftance of the Reverence Children ought 

+ Bleſſed. The Bleſſing of God had Effect; ro bear towards their Parents to cover their 
for the Worſhip of the true God continue in Faults, inſtead of expoſing them, with the Blci- Wl 
the Race of Chem, and the Poſterity of Fapheth ſing that attends the one, and the Curſe iti: 

poſſeſſed a vaſt Extent of Land, peopling all purſues the o tler. 1 
Europe, and Part of Aſia; for which Reaſon | 


Wook 1. 


Men. 
hey ſhould be ſcatter'd abroad. 


lay, of a pitchy Subſtance. 


mighty there 


Sem. Shem is called the Father of all 
the Children ot Eber, Geneſis x. 21. Eber was 
Great Grandſon, or the fourth from Sher: : 
And from him both the People of Jrael were 
aalled Ebreus, (or Hebrews) and the Language 
bey ſpake was called the Hebrew Tongue; 
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so that from Shem came the Jews, beſides 


many other People that inhabited Aſia. This 
Put of the World, which is called Europe, is 
ecnerally held to have been peopled by the 
octermy of Japbeth. And beſides thoſe Cana- 
= 4's, and other People which anciently poſ- 
„the Land of, Canaan, the Egyptians, H- 
am, and other Eaſtern and Southern Na- 


4 
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ed be the Lord of Shem, fays he, God ſhall enlarge Japheth, and he ſhall 
WW cl! in the Tents of“ Shem, and let Canaan be his Servant. 

We u have no Mention of any other Children Noah had, but theſe three Sons; 
n cach of which deſcended a numerous Offspring, which afterwards peopled 
ay Countries, and, in proceſs of Time, the whole inhabited World. And now 
ere was but one Language uſed and known among Men; who hitherto dwelt; 
che Foot of the Mountains of Armenia, not far, it is likely, from the Place 
lere the Ark reſted ; where their Offspring multiplying by degrees, they ſpread 
WW: mſclves into the neighbouring Countries, as Syria and Meſopotamia e And their 
Nomber ſtill increaſing, they took their Courſe Weſtward, till finding an inviting 
in in the Land of $$ Shinar, they ſet down in order to ſettle there. 
And now two unruly Paſſions, Ambition and Fear, 
They were deſirous to perpetuate their Name, and no leſs afraid that 
To effect the one, and prevent the other, they 
ee to build themſelves a City, and a Tower of ſuch extraordinary Height, 
hey deſign'd the Top ſhould reach to Heaven. This vaſt Structure hath been the 
ccaſion of a Conj-Qture in ſome, that they not only intended it, as a Monu- 
bent ot their Power, but as a Place of Refuge, in caſe of another Flood; which | 
ſhewed- their Diffidence of God's Veracity in Keeping his Covenant made with ..._ 
hem, that he would not bring a general] Deluge over the Earth again. 
hether Pride or Fear put them upon this Project, it's certain they undertook 
his vaſt Work, and being unanimous, they were not daunted at the Greatneſs 
ot the Undertaking z but, in order to it, began to make ++ Brick, which they 
Pot, and, inftead of Mortar, they made a Cement of Bitumen or ſlimy 
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began to poſſeſs the Minds 


But 


Thus they began, and for ſome Time proceeded in their intended Work; but God, 
vho ſaw their Arrogance and Preſumption, reſolv'd to diſappoint them, and ſhew 
them, that = were not out of the Reach of his Providence and Juſtice, 


The 


| ore looking on their Vanity with Indignation, expoſtulates thus 
WV it himſelf: „ Behold they are all one, and have but one Language, and thus 


tions, are taken to be the deſcendants of Cham. 
CF SHinar. This is by ſome ſuppos'd to have 
been the Place where the Garden of Eden 
was; but afterwards it was called Chalgea.. 
++ Brick, Stone was very ſcarce in that 
Country as Curtius obſerves ; for being a Cham 
paign Country, they had no Mines or Quar- 
ries: * As 1 yp 
* Cement, The Mortar they us'd was a. 
ſort of natural Calx, which they found in 
Springs or Rivers. And Herodatus obſerves, that 
the Walls of Babylon were built with Bricks 
and Mortar, J. 1. b 


41 + 3 
* bg * 6 
F * . N N . : 
* * 
- * * 
- 4 1246 } > 1 
4 4. ; sf 75 " * 
L 2 * p 3 
" * . 
- A 


4 Cimplia HIS TORT Book! 


they begin 0 den, I Shall they not be- reſtrain'd in all that They! bart ima. 
„ gin'd to do? Yes we will po-down and confound their Language, that they 


«* may not underſtand one another. 


Thus the Great Creator took: Council 


With his own Wiſdom and Power, and which at the Expence of a Miracle, be 


immediately- put in Execution ; for he 


founding their Tongues, ſo that they ſpake”. ſeveral ' Languages, and could not 
underſtand one another, Their confus'd Dialects produe*d different Ideas in the 


Mitids of the Men of each Family, which, for want of underſtanding each other I 


Meaning, they appty'd. to improper Objects. I his put them into: ſo great O. 


order, that they were forc'd to give over building: And being hereby not on! / 
render'd incapable of carrying on their intended Work, and os converſing on: Wi 
with another; and by tat Means depriv'd of the Comforts: and Pleaſures of 
mutual Society and Intercourſe, they willingly: parted and diſperſed themielves * 
they' who were of one Language one way, and thoſe-who were of another £0 ing 1 


aFother way: Not that there were as many ſeveral Languages as Perſons; 
the ſeveral Families (computed to be ſeventy) which afterwards grew into fevers 


Nations or People, had each a diſtinct and peculiar Language given them. Thu; 3 
Cod, by ſcattering them” abroad upon the F ace of the Earth, at once both di. 


appointed theit Deſign, and anſwer'd his own'; which was to repeople the Earth 
more generally and ſpeedily, than it 1s probable they of themſelves would oth: 
wite have done. This confounding of Language gave Name to the City they had 
. to build, which from thence was called Babel, ſignifying Contfuſion. 


SJ Upon' this Separation, the Race of Shen ſettled: in Aſia ; thoſe of Cham, 1 
Part in Alia, and Part iti Africk ; and the greater Patt of thoſe of Fapheth in 
Europe. . Now among theſe aſpiring Builders of Babel was + Nimrod, a bold and 
SR 23 and is A 4185 called the W ah Hunter before dhe Lord 


It's 


1M Shall Gr. Gen, xi. 6. The Verkins oy: 


6. FE of the Builders of the Tower of Babel, And 
uo nothing Shall. he reflrained from them, which 


they have imaging - % de.” But this is falſe, for 
God ſoon put 2 Stop to their Deſign by con- 


. keüning them? Fe arty ' them abroad from 


— 


thence upon the Face of the "Earth. The _ 


- - Particie, which is indeed ſometimes taken ne- 


7 ant is evidently here to be taken inter- 


1515 rogatively, and is equal to the moſt expreſs 


Affirmation. We ſhould therefore tranſlate this 
text, with, the Flemiſb Reviſers and Leuſden, 
thus; Y "Shall they not be refrained in all that they 


baus imagined to 40 ? » Which al preſently 


cu accordingl7). 


F $ Upon, Oe. Moses, Gen. ER 4 and . 
particularly ſets down the Nations deſcended- 


from Noah, his Son, Grandſons, and Great 
' Grandchildren, T be Names of moſt of 5 


* 


Nations 1 changhd, many” 5 of Hats cannot 
certainly be known; but there zre ſome ſtil 
remaining. The Names of the Sons of Shen, 
28. Elam, Aſſur, Arphaxad, Lud and Aram, ate 
kno ſtory,” where we find the Eiamite, 
the Ahlen, the »fr phawadites, the Lydians, and 
the” Aramites,  'The' Name of Chut, the Son 
of Cham, is given in Scripture* to the Egyptian 
abd the -Arods'; the Names of | moſt of thcir 
Children e with? moſt of * Nations of 
Arabia. e 
* Ninrgd. The Word fanifie Rebel 3 Wich 
Name is no otherwiſe proper iq bim, than 2s 
a Contemner or Deſpiſer of God; and not 
” becauſe he Was cruel, or an Oppreſſor, as ſome 
will bave it. 25 | 
* Hunter, Ee. Ay to d Character of 
Nimrud, Commentators and Verſiom do very 
mop 295 Some wil bave tim to be lr 
ral); 


put a Stop to their Proceedings by con- ; 
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of th HOLY BIBLE. 


„ certain he was a very barbarous and tyrannical Man, and laid the Founda- 
on of the firſt great Empire in the World, which at firſt was called the Baby- 
WW... from the City Babel, or Babylon, the Metropolis of it; from whence he 
eng afterwards into Aſſyria, did there build the great City Nineveh ; and from 
WE >. this Monarchy was afterwards called the AHrian, the firſt of the four, 
rue Confuſion of Tongues, and Diſperſion of the Family of 
=. ::ndred and one Years after the Flood; for Peleg the Son of Eber, who was 
at Grandſon to Sher, is reckon'd to have been born in the hundredth and 
a Year after the Flood, and had his Name [ Peleg] given him for that Di- 
don of the Earth, which in his Time was parted amongſt Noab's Poſterity. 
dad now Almighty God having diſappointed vain Mankind in raiſing an e- 
eating Monument of their Folly, and by ſo wide a Separation put it out of 


1 


of Noah, fel! out 


Y heir Power of ever attempting the |.ke again, began to lay the Foundation of 


ny, as the Words imply, a great Hunter; 
oF ich in thoſe Days was eſteem'd an honou- 
be and uſeful Imployment ; and the Country 
Babylou and Arabia abounding very much 


any of them; for which he became famous, 
others ſay, under pretence of gathering 
Company of young luſty Fellows together to 

>: wild Beaſts, be came to uſurp Govern- 
ent over Men. This is plauſible, and not 
W'': from the Text. As to the Words be- 


Face of God, before whom he erected a 


Numbe . \" | 


4 ith wild Beaſts, Nimrod by hunting deſtroy'd 


„Lord, fume will have it that he was a 
Why Tyrant and Perfecutor in Religion in, 


dort of Worſhip, As to his being mighty 


= Holy City, that js, his Church, and delign'd Abram to be Head of a Race, 
ect and Faithful, which ſhould endure for ever. And herein it is to be ob- 
e, that Moſes in his Relation chooſes rather to write the Genealogy of Thar? 
=: 7:3, than of the other Deſcendants of Shem ; becauſe Terab was the Father of 
an, afterwards named Abraham, who was called by the Lord to be the Father of 
Faithful, and of the Worſhippers of the true God; for his Father Terah ſerved 
er Gods, as we may fee in Feſbua xxiv. 2. This Terab had three Sons, Haros, 
or, and Abram for that is the order of their Births, Haran, who was much 
I: than his Brethren, + dying before his Father, left one Son named Lot, and 
Daughters; whereof one was named Micah, and the other 7/cah, both mar- 
oo their Uncles z Mi cab to Nahor and Jjcah to Abram, as the Jews deliver, 
bo will have her to be called Sarai for her Beauty and Houſewifry. 

After the Death of Haran, Terah took his Son Abram, his Grandſon Lot, and 
ai, and carried them from Cr to the Land of Cangan ; but in their Way 
wing to Haran, (which St. Stephen calls Charran) they took up their Abode 
ere tor a while; during which time Terah died being an;“ hundred and torty 


five 


in the Earth, the Verſions vary: The Sen- 
tuagint fays, Gen x. 8. He was a Giant; not 
only ſays St. Auguſljne, for his Strength: and 
Bigneſs, but for his Ambition and Cruelty a- 
gainſt the Lord, being the firſt-that compelled 


the People, whom he had ſubdued, after the 
Diſperſion ot Babel, to worſhip Fire in CGBHaldea. 
Dying. It is remarkable in the Death of 
Haran, that he was the firſt Son that in a 
natural Way died before his Father; but las they. . 


were born fiſt, they died firſt; the Father be- 


fore the Son. Abels Death cannot be objected 


againſt this, becauſe it was violent aud unnatural. 


* Hundred, c. St. Stephen (agg? that bra- 
ham, aſter the Death of his Father, removrd 
1 | * from 
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which 


then inhabited it. 


from Charran to the Land of Canaan, Ad, vii. 
4. and Geneſis xii. 5, 
was ſeventy and five Years old when he departed 
out of Charran ; and Geneſis xi. 26. it is ſaid, 
that Terab was ſeventy Years old when he be- 
gat Abraham ; and ver. 23. that he died being 
two hundred and five Years old. 
rate Terah muſt have lived fixty Years after 
* Abraham's going from Charran: For ſeventy 
five, the Number of Abraham's Years when 
he left Charron, being added to ſeventy, the 
Number of Terab's Years when he begat Abra- 
bam, make one hundred forty and five Years 
only; whereas tis ſaid, Gen. xi. 32. that he 
lived two hundred and five. 


Text of Moſes ; and that of the two hundred 
and five Years, which are given to Teray, 
when he died at Charran, he only lived an 
hundred forty and five, according to the Sama- 
ritan Verſion and the Samaritan Chronicle, 
which without doubt do agree with the He. 
brew. copy, from which they were tranſlated. 
This Error has been overlook'd by all or moſt 
Commentators and Writers upon the Holy 
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five Years old. After the Death of -Terab, God commanded Abram” to le 


certainly proceed from a Fault crept into the 
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this Country, and to go into the Country he would ſhew him. He promiſe , i 83 
mighty People ſhould deſcend from him, to bleſs him, and in him to bless mM = 
the Nations of the Earth. Abram, without any Heſitation, believes God's Word 
promiſed him two ſuch great Advantages, as making him Head of a gen = 
People, and blefling all the World in him, who was to proceed from his Lei e 
Abram prepares for his Journey, taking his whole Family, and that of hi: \'.. iſ. « 
phew Lot, to go to the Land which God ſhould ſhew him, who did not ap»oin + 
any certain Place, to Prove thereby his Faith and Obedience; which he ad. Ti 
feſtly ſhewed in his ready Compliance with God's Command. Accordingly 4-4 _ 
ſet out, and purſued his Journey till he came into the Land of Canaan, (wi 
was the Country God had directed him to) to that Part which is called the S0 ey 
of Moreh. Having paſs'd through ſome Parts of the Land, the Lord Tm e. 
peared again to him, and gave him a promiſe of it to his Poſterity, long ehe. 
he had any Ifſue, and whilſt it was poſſeſs'd by other People; for the Ca 
| However, Abram, to ſhew his Faith and Gratitude, er: 41M :: 
an Altar in that Place to the Lord, who had appeared to him, and made hin an 
10 gracious a Promiſe, . Going thence to a Mountain, which is on the East g : Al 
Bethel, he there pitched his Tent between Bethel and Hai: And there he nid n. 
an Altar unto the Lord, and called upon his Name, But he had not ſtay'd long = :- 
in Canaan, before he was forced to remove; for a Famiae happening in MH 
| __ 

Scriptures, even our moſt modern Chronos eg! 

it is ſaid, „hat Abraham and others, except the Author of 2 Ea u n 

a new Tranſlation of the Bible. 0... 

$ Oak, The Chaldee Pataphra ſe and mot | 

Rabbies transform into a Plain the O el 

Moreh, at which God appeared to Ae G | 

But at this xii, 6, and moſt- Verſions, except be on 

gar Latin, transform this Oak into a ad, 

and if we were to give it another Significat d 

we muſt rather make it ſignity a Yall» tra: 

a Plain; becauſe Sychem was ſituated in tit 5 

Valley of Aulon, fo called from the Word EH. 

which ſignifies an Oat, *T was under this 04 wH 

that Jacob hid the firange Gods which his Ser Rs 

But this muſt vants kept, and the Ear-rings ; and 'twas !ikW <1 

wiſe under it that Deborah, Rebecca's Nuß ic 

was buried, Gen. xxxv. 4, 8, ' Twas oer! 

der it that Zo/hua tet up a great Stone, |] 

xxiv. 26. and that Abimelech was made as 

Judges ix 6. where our Tranſlators renvers | 7 

Plain. But here in Gen. xii, 6. the Sepf¹νι¹⁰ „ 

renders it High Oak. But more of this in ol 98 

Note on the ſame Word, when we {peas 0 Ar 

the Oak of Mamre a little farther, one 

X oct 
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„any, he was obliged to go into Egypt; which lying near to that Part of 
1 147 where he had ſettled, and being a fruitful Country, he determin'd to 
n chither, and ſtay there for ſome time. Z TE 
rd, hilt they were upon the Confines of Agyp!/, he had, no doubt, obſerv'd the 
en artes ce in point of Beauty between his own Wife and the Egyptian Women; 
ns ich ſoon pofleſſed him with a Jealouſy, that his Wife's Beauty might indanger 
\. WH; S:icty 3 concluding, that ſo fair a Woman, and fo far excelling the Women 
int chat Country, would ſoon be taken notice of, and as ſoon defired. And be- 
che World was not then grown to that Height of Diſſoluteneſs, as lightly 
an invade the Marriage-Bed, Nuptial Ties being held too ſacred to be violated, 
ch Wi: Fear ſuggeſted to this Apprehenſion, that it they took Saraz to be his Wife, 
Yi ey would make him away, that they might come to the Injoyment of her 
boar the Imputation of Adultery 3 a Crime imputed even in that Martial Age 
for Wo: © beinous than Murder, To prevent this Danger, he open'd his Mind to 


„ ite; and laying the Cauſe of his Fears upon her Beauty, he begg'd her 
a [:y be was his Siſter ; by which Means he might not only eſcape the apprenended 
him 3 danger, but might alſo fare the better for her ſake. 8 | 
an's FE ars and Apprehenfions were not groundleſs: For no ſooner was he 
ied nc no Egypt, but his Wife's Charms inflam'd the Egyptians. Her Beauty 
long 1s the common Theme of their Praiſes, which at laſt reach'd the Court, where 
£13: 


hoſe nearelt the King acquainted him with this celebrated Beaury, Theſe En- 
riums rais'd in the King a Curioſity to ſee this beautiful Stranger, who is im- 
Hen eciaccly brought to Court, and taken into the King's Apartment; and Abram 
ling her Siſter, is very well treated for her Sake, the King beſtowed many great 
elencs on him, Here was a great Inſtance of the Watchfulneſs of Providence 
W: tlic Preſervation of the Patriarch's Honour, and his Wife's Chaſtity, that would 
C fuller their Marriage-Bed to be defied: For to deter Pharaoh and his Court 
on any diſhonourable Attempt upon Sara's Virtue, God, by inflicting ſome 
aden Sickneſs or bodily Infirmity on them, reſtrain'd their unlawful Deſires, 
at 00,881 mide them ſenſible ſhe was a married Woman. The King took the Hint, 
ße calling tor Abram blam'd him tor deceiving him, which might have led him 
'0 2 fatal Error; and not knowing her to be a married Woman, might have 
en ber to his own Bed. Then in a great Diſpleaſure he bids him take his 
Se, and be gone, and commands his Servants neither to injure him in his 
bon, or his Goods, but permit him to remove quietly with all his Subſtance 
Nut ch was much improv*d during his Stay in Egypt by the Favour of the King, 
i er he was very rich in Cattle, in Silver and Gold. BK a 
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| Hithe:to his Nephew Lot continued with him, whoſe Stock increaſed proporti- 
"Yn » , . 3 . * e 8 

nably with his Uncle Abram's. They leaving Egypt make towards Canaan 
- geen, and arrive at Bethel, the Place where Abram had made an Altar to the 
n d before he went into Egypt, and there he worſhipped God again. 
ca; WL ts now their Families growing large, and their Flocks increaltng, they began 

labour again under a Scarcity of Food for their Cattle; which might probably 
Fr occcd partly from che late Famine there, and partly from the great, Number 
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| Book I 
N ot che Canaaniles and Perizzites that poſſeſſed the moſt fruitful Part of the Count, 
4 This Scarcity of Proviſions and Paſturage cauſed ſome little Quarrels between bh * 
4 ' Herdſmen of Aram, and thoſe of Let, which gave Abram ſome Uneaſineſs; vhs 
% fearing, that this Contention among the Servants, if not timely ſuppreſs'd. migh L 
þ riſe higher, to the indangering ot a Breach betwixt his Kinſman and him, tod 
an. Opportunity to ſpeak With his Nephew Lot about it; and in ſoſt and mill 
Terms ſaid to him, Let there be no Diſpute between us, nor our Servants; for u 
are & Brethren. Abram theretare to prevent the worſt, ' wiſely propoſes Parting (af 
ſeeing it ſcarcely probable; that ſince: their Subſtance: was grown ſo great, b 
ſhould with the ſame Conveniency and Accommodation dwell any longer tog 
ther. And though Abram was; in all Reſpects a greater and better Man tha 
Lot, yet to ſhew his Prudence, not Meanneis of Spirit, he condeſcends to gu 3 
his Couſin Lot his Choice of Settlement in what Part of the Land he liked belle 
and himſelf would take what he refuſed. Lot readily cloſed with this advant. 
* geous Propoſal ;. for having before ſurveyed the Country, he choſe tor him{:|' 
x all the Plain of Jordan, which he had obſerved to be very fertile, and very wlll 
water'd. Thus having parted by Agreement, Lot directs his Courſe Eaſtwars, lf 
and. ſettles in the Plain of Jordan, pitching his Tent towards Sodom, the Inhabitanu 
of which Place exceeded in that Age the worſt of Sinners, Lot being thus gone, 
Abram ſtay*d till in the Land of Canaan, where God renewed to him the G- 
8 of that Land, and to his Seed for ever, This very Gift, as penn'd by the D. 
W-  rection of God himlelf, ſtands inrolled in the ſacred record thus? e Lit wil 
=. ** now thine Eyes, and look from the Place where thou art, Nortkward, South: 
= de. ward, Eaſtward, and Weſtward ; for all the Land which thou ſeeſt will 1 gin 
= << untq thee, and to thy Seed for ever: And I will make thy Seed as the Du: 
WE  *' of the Earth; fo that if a Man can number the Duſt' of the Earth, then Call 
„thy Seed be number'd. Ariſe, walk thro' the Land in the Length and Breadill 
«© thereof; ſor I give it unto thee, Hereupon Abram removing his Tent, wen 
and dwelt at the T Oak of Mamre, which is in Hebron; and there he built al 
Altar unto the Lord. „ 2 ee 
S Brethren, So the Ancients reputed and Time of Conſtantine for. Pilgrimages, and f 
called thoſe that ſpring from one common Root, an anniverſary Feaſt which was ſolem me 
mL though not in a direct Line begotten by one there; That it was diſtant from Hebron bu 
BR . - and the ſame Father. In which Reſpect thoſe ſix Miles, where there were ftill to, be ic 
Wette Brethren in a natural Relation, as with ſome Cottages which Abraham had built nat 
_ Reſpect to Religion, and the Worſhip of the to that Oa#, and a Well which he had dis2cc; BY 
true God, they were Brethren alſo in a ſpiri- and whither the Jews, Pagans, and Chriſtians, 
. tual Relation; Both which would have ſuffered,” travell'd every Year, either out ef Devotion, ll 
or a Deſign. to Trade. Brochard aflures 3 
1 That te bad ſeen this Oa#, and had carr Wl 
I Oak. Tranſlators have been guilty of the home ſome of the Fruit and Wood of t 
==. ſame Fault in rendring the Oat of Moreh the and he obſerves, that its Leaves are ſomt u 
Pulis of Moreb, as here in rendring the Oa# larger than thoſe of the Maftick- Tree, b 
ee ante, the Plain of Mamre. Sozomen that its Fruit reſembles an Acorn.“ 2 
en Oat was ill. famous in the bes 
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in a ſhort Time after happen'd that memorable Battle fought by four Kings 
int five, the firſt pitched Battle we have an Account of in ſacted Hiſtory, 
de Occaſion of which was this ; Cbedarlaomer, King of Elam, had held five 
. Kings in a tributary Subjection to him for ſome Years ; of which Number 
WS. king of Sodom was one. At length they confederated againſt him: Where- . 
bo be, with three other Kings, made War upon them to reduce them to their 
WS. Subj:tion. The tributary Kings reſolve to try their Fate in a pitch'd 
, 1nd are defeated. The Vale of Sidaim, where the Battle was fought, had 
ny Pits, out of which had been digged Slime, (a kind of clammy Earth, 
=. Buumen, very good to make Mortar with,) and here the Kings of Sodom 
= Gomorrah, in their Flight, are ſaid to have fallen. But whether being pur- 
WS: :nonght thoſe Pits they were over-taken and lain, or whether taking Shel- 
ace they hid and ſecur'd themſelves till the Purſuit was over, is not expreſs'd. 
cer, after the Rout the Conquerors plunder'd the Cities of Sodom and Go- 
=, carried away all the Goods and Proviſions, and made the Inhabitants 
ono: Amongſt whom was Abram's Nephew Lot, who by this Time was 
nc an Inhabitznt of Sodom, though upon his parting with his Uncle we left 
WS oy pitching Eis Tent towards Scdom; but now he was gone to dwell in 
==, and with the Sodomites was taken Priſoner. 8 

bit ome made their eſcape; one of which came and brought the News of 
=: D:feat to Abram, who remained fli}] near the Oak that belonged to Mamrc. 
WS: tis two Brothers Eſcol and Auer, who were in Confederacy with him, A. 
„ in haſte muſters up what Force he could to reſcue his Kinſman; and 
cooling amongſt his own Servants ſuch as were fit to bear Arms, to the Number 
= | rc hundred and eighteen, accompanied with his $ Confederates, he purſues 
=: my as far as Dan. The Night favouring his Deſign, he divides his For- 
=: 0 ſmall Partics, and attacks them on all Sides: The Unexpectedneſs of 
adden Attempt upon a victorious Army laden with Spoil, and the Midnight 
n, (truck them with ſuch Horror and Amazement, that Abram obtain'd a 
en and eaſy Victory, Chedarlaomer, and the Kings that were with him, fell 
de Action, and their whole Army was routed, which they drove as far as 
=: which is on the Left of Damaſcus, Thus Abram reſcu'd his Nephew. Lol, 
the Priſoners, and retook all the Booty: 755 5 
oe ficſt chat congratulated him upon his Victory was the King of + Sodom, 
ain thankful Acknowledgement of the Benefit he had received from Abram's 
itzce and Courage, offer him the Goods which he had retaken, defiring 
Wi only to reftore the Priſoners. Abram was not fo ſordid as to take the Ad- 
age of the Miſery of War; for ſaving to his Confederates that Part of the 
oer which by the Rules of War belong'd to them, he reſto;ed io the, King 


5 . 6 


wy © Confederates, See Gen. xiv. 13. and v. 24. him, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed he came 
om. By this it ſeems, Gen. xiv. v. 17. from ſome Place where he had hid.himfelf, or 
ne of Sodom was not ſhin at the Battle from Sodom, whither, - after. the- Conqueror had 
de Kings aforeſaid, For the Text ſaying withdrawn, he might return, poo hints 
=P! ii! the King of Sodom came out to meet . 
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26 A Compleat HIS T ORT Book J. 
of Sodom both the Priſoners and the Goods, having before reſolved not to keep 
any thing of them, that it might be ſaidz-he undertouk that Enterprize for the 
publick Good, which all Men of Honor and Piety ought to tupport. 4 
The next that congratulated Abram updtis Succeſs was Melchizedeck, King ne 
of Salem, who, meeting him in his Return from the Battle, brought him a Pre. 
ſent of Bread and Wine, to 1efreſh him and his Men upon their March; and 
both bleſſed Abram, and God too, that had given him good Succeſs In Re. 
quital of which Kindneſs, Abram made him a Preſent of the tenth Part of che 

Spoils that he had taken in that Expedition. 2 | © 
Notwithſtanding this Victory over theſe Kings, Abram conſidering himſelf but 
as a Stranger in that Country, might be apprehenſive that the Babylonians, waom Ml 
he had lately defeated, to repair their Loſs might meditate a Revenge; there. 
fore to take off any Anxiety of Mind that wight proceed from temporal Cauſes, 
God incourages him, ſaying, Fear not, Abram, for 1 am thy Shield, and thy e. 

- ceeding great Reward. . 9 CIS 0 

* © Tho! this l'rovidential Care of the Almighty was an opportune Hint to Abran, 

to put him in Mind of the Promiſe he gave him, that his Iſſue ſhould inh«ri: 
28 the Land; yet he had not been pleaſed hitherto to beſtow any Heir upon him ; MW: 
baut that his Servant was like to inherit his Eſtate, Whereupon God, to ſatish 
him, tells him, That not his Servant, but one that ſhould come out of his on 

Bowels ſhould be his Heir; and that he ſhould not only have an Heir of his 
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2 Melthizedeck, There have been, and yet 
are, great Diſputes among the Learned who 
this Melchizedeck was, and where this City Sa- 
111 ſtood. And that which till hath aggrava- 
ted the Difference, is the Deſcription ot him 
in Heb. vii. 3. where it is ſaid, That Melchi- 
Tedect was without Father, without Mother, 
without Defcent, having neither Beginning of 
Days, nor End of Life. Theſe Words have 
occaſion'd many wild and whimfical Speculati- 
ons. 
that of Epiphanius, and others, as to his Per- 
ſon, is very probable ; who think that he was 
2 Sidonian, which they ſeem to take out of 
Fojephus, who calls him a Prince of the Ca- 
' Magnites, But we may obſerve, that the Apoſ- 


tle does not deſcribe him by thoſe Qualities with 
reſpect to his Perſon, but to his Office or Dig- 
nity of Prieſthood, which made him like Jeſus 
Chriſt: And on that Account it's enough that 


his Genealogy, Birth, and Death, are not re- 
corded in Scripture, to juſtify this Deſcription, 
as ſeveral have oblerved. But fince it is uſual 
in the beſt Authors to deſcribe Famous Nations 
and Perſons, as if they were the firſt of their Or- 


But among all the Opinions about him, 
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der, and as if they had produced themſelves, 
it is more natural to have Recout ſe to this 
Cuſtom. Hiftory ſpeaks of ſeverai People who 
had no Original: The Jtalians about Ron: 
were called Aborigines, the Athenians call'd them- 
ſelves Autechthones : And Seneca ſpeakins of 
two Kings of the Romans, Ancus and Serviu, 
ſays, The firſt had no Father, and the ſecond u 
Mother: After all, to come the neareſt o be 
Light we. can; If it be true that Melchizedit WM 
was deſcended of wicked and idolatrous Paren's, . 
as moſt of the Fathers think, and that be wa Ml 
the firſt and laſt Prieft of the True God of be 
Race. the Apoſtle might in the Epiſtle to ihe Wl 
Hebrews very well deſcribe him uiider thoſe Ch 
racters in Ver. 3. And fince our Language is not 
ſo metaphorical as the dead Languages, e 
ſhould follow in a popular Verſion the Mean- WR": 
ing which we bave obſerved, and tranſlate wit 

Outram this Text, Heb, vii. 3. That Aebi. 
zedeck was the moſt illuſtrious of his Family. ani 
had neither Predeceſſor nor Succeſſor in his Em 
ploy. Which Verſion is very natural, and ex- 
preſſes fully the Senle of the Words of tit 
Otiginal, 


owl 


vn Body, but. a numerous Offspring. like the Stars of Heaven for Number. 
a: Abram deſiring ſome Aſſurance for theſe Thing, God gratified him in mak- 
& a Covenant with him by expreſs Promiſe, attended with a very ſolemn Ce- 


0 mony after this Manner: Take (ſabh God) an Heifer of three Years old, and 
e She Coat of three Years old, and a Ram of three Years old, aud a 7 urtle-Dove, and 
yours Pigeon. Abram, obey'd, and dividing the Beaſts, but not the Birds, he 


id each Piece one againſt the other; and when the Fowls came down upon 
e Carcaſſcs, he drove them away. About Sun-ſes a deep Sleep ſeiz'd Abram, 
hich affected him with Horror. But God ſpoke to bim, laying, „% Know for 
certain, that thy Seed ſhall be a Stranger in a Land that is not. theirs, and 
hail ſerve them, who ſhall aflit them Four hundred Years: But that Na- 
F tion which ſhall-aflit them will 1 judge; and afterwards ſhall they come 
F forth with great Subſtance. And thou ſhalt go to thy Father in Peace; thou 
halt be buried in a good old Age. But in the fourth Generation they ſhall 
come hither again: For the Iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 5 And 


n, ra ſimilar Demonſtration how this ſhould come to paſs, the. Lord cauſed two 
ric En bicms of all this to appear; firſt a Smoaking Furnace, (a plain Repreſen- 
n ; Lon of the heavy Sufferings his Seed ſhould undergo in Egypt, ) and a Lamp 
sy Fire, (a lively Emblem of their Deliverance after the Expiration of their Four 
vn uncded Years Servitude; ) || Theſe paſſed between the divided Pieces of Fleſh. 

his darai having for about ten Years Expected a Performance of God's Promiſe, 


nd judging according to the Courſe of Nature that her Huſband's Iſſue muſt 


ves, Fr oceed from ſome other, and not from her Body, now deſpairing of her own 
hv WW onception, partly from her own great Age, which was ſeventy-five, and partly 
gh om a Senſe ſhe had that God had reſtrained her from Bearing & prevailed with 


er Huſband to take her Handmaid + Hagar to be his Concubinary Wife, 
leafing herſelf with the Thought, that it her Maid ſhould conceive by her Huſ- 
and, it would be a Means of building up her and her Houſe, in the Compieat- 
2 of the Divine Promiſe. 

Hagar ſoon conceiv'd by her Maſter Abram ; and forgetting her former Con- 
ſition of a Slave, values her ſelf upon her Conception, and ireats her Miſtreſs 
th ill! Manners and Contempt. Sarai, who had been the Cauſe of this Egyp- 
s Advancement, is ſtung to the Quick at her ſcornful Carriage, which not 
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Cen. xv. condary or Half Wives, were accounted lawful 
= Prevailed, This ſhews the ſingular Chaſ- and true Wives, and their Iſſue reputed lepiti- 
Aram, Gen. xvi. 2. who could not mate, and they had a lawful Right to the Mar- 


!can-W hout the Importunity of his Wife, be per- riage-Bed, and might juſtly claim the Privilege 
with 44-7 to take their Servant to his Bed! thereof as well as the chef Wife : Yet in all other 
b Hager. She is ſuppoſed by St Chryſoſtom to Reſpects they were inferior to her. And as they 
an e been given by Pharaoh to Abram, whilſt he had no Authority in the Family, nor Shates in 
Em- pjourned in Egypt, and was by thepious Exam- Heouſhold-Government ; fo if they had been Ser- 
eo her Maſter and Miſtreſs converted to the vants in the Family before they came to be Con- 
f ih: = Faith, and Worſhip of thetrue God. cubines, they continued to be ſo afterwards, and in 


© Concubinary. In Concubinage, thoſe Se- the ſame vubjectog to their Miſtrels as before, 
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not have been fo ſawey to her without ſome Incoutagement from him, and ex. 
Sarai ſee that he would not countenance her in any diſreſpecttul Carriage 0. 


ſhe pleaſed with her. Sarai, no Doubt, ſhewed her reſentment in ſome Severity, J 


dreſs, to put her in Mind ct her Relation and Duty, gave her the Appel 3 


a particular Charge about the Name ſhe ſhould give him, which was J/fmae!. 


| Fountain alſo, at which the Angel found her, was called Beer-iabai- rio, that is 1 


her Submifſion received, ſhe in due Time was deliver'd of a Son, whom, accorcy 


dim; for in the Ninty-ninth Year of Abram God appeared to him again, 216 3 


of. many Nations, changing his Name fiom Abram to Abraham, At the (an 


ther, but his new Name Abraham ſianifies a Fa- deſcending from him. 


BoOKE I 
being able to bear ſhe complains to her Huſband ; hinting as if Hagar Gur) 0 
foftulates with him very ſharply about the Matter. But Abram to let his Wit, ; 
wards her, delivers Hagar into her Power as her Miſtreſs, bidding her to do ail 


which we find not particularly expreſs'd, : However, it was ſuch, it ſeems, u 
Hagar's proud Mind could nat bear; for ſhe ran away immediately, making 
the beſt. of her Way to, her own Country, which was Egypt. As ſhe travel! 
through the Deſert Country, finding a Fountain of Water, the tarried to reſt an! . 
refreſh her ſelf. Here the Angel of the Lord found her, who in his firſt Ad 


lation of Sarai's Maid, plainly denoting that her Advancement to her Mailer: 
Bed had not exempted her from her Miſtreſs's Service, Then expoſtulating wit 
her about her intended Journey, Whither ſhe would go? She told him ſhe fled {ron 
her Mittreſs, The Angel inquired! no further; but bid her return to her Mi 


treſs, and ſubmit her ſelf to her. And the more to perſuade her to a Thing (RP 
much againſt her Inclination, he told her that God would & multiply her Sees «x2 
ceedingly, ſo that it ſhould not be number'd; and to convince her that he was a M 
ſenger ſent on purpoſe from God to take Care of her, he told her that which none e 


could tell her, namely, that ſhe was with Child, and fhould bear a Son, giving he 3 4 


Hagar, as has been before noted, having been brought up in Abram's Family, 
was no Doubt inſtructed in the Knowledge and Fear of the true God, which Ml 
plain from her acknowledging that it was God that had viſited her: And ti 


The Well of bim that liveth and ſeeth me. And now being in ſo extraordinary i 
Manner comforted. and admoniſhed, ſhe returned to her Miſtreſs, and being vpo 


ing to the Angel's Direction, Abram called Imael, e BOM: . 

At the Birth ot this Child Abram was eighty and ſix Years. old? and left h 
in the Exceſs of Joy ſhould miſtake this Child for the Heir ot thoſe great Pro 
miſcx God had before made to him, for a further Trial of his Faith and Ode : 
dience, deferred yet thirteen Years longer before that Blefling ſhould beialhi 
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ſaid, „Jam the Almighty God; walk before me, be thou perfect, and J wil 8 
make my Covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceeding]y,” | 
Abram in humble Reverence falling on his Face, God talked farther with big 
and, for a further Confirmation of his Faith, told him he ſhould be a Facial 


"8 Gen. xvi. 10, Ty not only the Twelve Tribes; but the Ihmaeiith 
+ Abram. This Name imported a high Fa- the Edomites, and all the Poſterity of Keul 


c . , 


ther of a great Multitude: As indeed he was; IT 5 Tu 
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RE nor BIBLE  » 
' Time did God inſtitute Circumciſion, as a Sea} of the Covenant he now had made 
; with Abraham, commanding that every Male-Child of eight Days old, whether born 

: 


; 


7 


ia the Houſe, or bought with Money, ſhould be circumciſed in the Foreskin of 
nis Fleſh, upon Pain of being cut off from his People. Whereupon Abraham and 
Ima, and all the Men of his Family, were circumciſed the fame Day. And as 
God had changed Abram's Name to that of Abraham, ſo did he at the ſame Time 
change his Wife's Name from“ Sarai to Sarah, The Difference in Sound but 
ictle, but great in Meaning. And now at the changing of their Names did 
God promiſe a Son to Abram by his Wife Sarah. I will bleſs ber (ſaid he) and give 
=: a Son alſo of her. This was joyful News to Abrabam indeed, who did not in 
Ine leaſt queſtion the Performance of it; but, conſidering that he was at this pre- 
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eat a real F ather in Iſomael, the natural Affection he bore to him as his Firſt- | 
begotten, and Fear that, upon the Birth of another, he might be deprived of an 
m, made him break forth into this earneſt Supplication, O that Iſhmael might 1 
oe before thee! God ſoon diſpels theſe Anxieties of Abraham; and, to take off ' 


Ws Fondneſs of advancing [/mael to any Share in the Covenant, aſſures him, that 


” rab ſhould bear him a Son, whoſe Name he ſhould call Iſaac, promiſing him 
„o citabliſh his Covenant with him for ever, and with his Seed after him. And 


WE. the ſame Time, that he might not ſeem wholly to reject Abraham's Requeſt 

or mael, he adds, As for Iſhmael, I have heard thy Prayer, and have bleſſed | 
Wim; he Hall be fruitful, and multiply ſo exceedingly, that he fhall beget twelve 
rinces, and I wil make bim 4 great Nation, And to take off any further 

oubt or Scruple of the Performance of theſe Promiſes, God appoints a ſet Time, 


1 ellng him, that Serab ſhould bring forth a Son the + next Year. And to aſſure 
m further of it, in a ſhort Time after this, God appears to him in another 
it ix inner, to confirm him in the Truth of what he had told him: For as Abra- 


an one Day fat in his Tent-Door, in the Oak-Grove he eſpied three Perſons, 
om he took for Men, coming towards him; whereupon, riſing from his Seat, 
event to meet them, and, after the Cuſtom of the Country, ſaluted them, by 
owing himſelf to the Ground. And ſtill ſuppoſing them to be Men, he is very 
portunate with them to ſtay, and take a Repaſt with him. They readily con- 
Et), and he immediately gives Order for an Entertainment, which was accordingly 
ed in, and himſelf waited at the Table, which was under the Covert of a 
"© ſhady Oak. During their ſeeming Refreſhment, one of them asked him 
bere his Wife was; and Abraham telling him ſhe was in the Tent, he ſaid, J 
certainly return to thee according to the Time that Women uſually go with Child, 
» ud Sarah thy Wife ſhall have a Sen, By which Abrabam once more was affured 
this Viſit was from Heaven, and that one of them repreſented God himſelf. 
%%% over-heard all chat paſſed in this Converſation; and, conſidering her own, 
„ Husband's great Age, ſhe could not believe what was ſaid, having till a 
WF cir Regard to the Order of Nature than God's Promiſe, but bed wich 
Felt at the Improbability of the Matter, For which being reprovet by one 
Arai. Sarai fignified My Princeſs, Prin- Princeſs ) of many Nations ſhall fie be, ond Kings 
of my Family only; but Sarah ſignifies a of People fhall come of ber, Gen: een 
e indefinitely, at large. 4 Mother ( or + See, Gen. Kyi. 21. & Mi. 2 7 5? 
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30 A Compleat HISTORT Book 1.8 
of their heavenly Gueſts, tho? ſhe knew herſelf -guilty, ſne denied that ſhe laughed. 
But the Lord poſitively fix'd it upon her, telling her, Nay, but thou didſt ® laugh, 
Upon this the Converſation ceaſed, and, the Company breaking up, prepared ; 
to be gone, having firſt aſſured Abrabam of God's Return at the promiſed I ime; l 
and he underſtanding they deſign'd for Sodom, would needs wait on them, and 
bring them on their Way. As they walked, God was pleaſed to give a firgu!zr MM 
Inſtance of his Favour to Abraham, in acquainting him with his Purpoſe concern. 
ing Sodom; which gracious Act was grounded upon the Aſſurance he had, that 
Abraham would + command not only his Children, but his Houſhold after hin, AF « 
to keep the Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment. Upon which God WW » 
acquaints him with his Deſign to & deſtroy Sodom, which, whilſt he was doing, WW » 
the two Angels left them, and went towards Sodom; but Abraham remained com. WW 
muning with the Lord, and interceding for that wicked City, which this great þ: 
Condeſcention of the Lord in communicating his Purpoſe to Abraham, gave him th 
Opportunity to do. He therefore taking for granted that God, the Judge of th 
the Earth, muſt do right, proceeded to mediate for Sodom in fix petitionary Pro. in 
poſitions, leſſening the Number from fifty to ten; that in caſe there were bu: WM 
Juſt Perſons in Sodom, he would not deftroy it for their Sake. This God, MW hi 
Abraham's Intreaty, was graciouſly pleaſed to grant; and ſo left Abraham to rætun br 
home. 5 Veins _ =_ 
The other two Gueſts, who came along with them from Abraham*s Tent (ard his 
who were indeed Miniſtring-Angels, that God had || appointed to execute Jude. WW by 
ment upon the wicked Sodomites) held on their Courſe towards the City, Wien N. 
they arrived in. the Evening. Lot, who ſat in the Gate of the City, ſeeing then, 7. 
went to meet them; and, having ſaluted them, invited them to his Houſe, to refreh Ve. 
and repoſe themſelves that Night; which they at firſt declined, but, by his Impor-WM thi 
' tunity, were prevailed upon to accept. During their Entertainment, the Men d Per 
#2 Fe hin 
LTLaugh. This ſhews how piercing the Eye flagitious without due Examination and Trial 5 Pla 
of Providence is, from which no Secret can be Before the Flood God proceeded againſt the o Da 
bid. She thought none could diſcover her Incli- World upon Ocular Evidence: God:faw th ! 9 the! 
nations or inward Actions; and becauſe ſhe did JFickedneſs of Man was great, Gen. vi. 5. G 11. | 
not laugh outwardly, ſhe therefore perfiſted in So alſo at the Building of Babel it is faid, 7M the 
the Denial. Her only Excuſe could be, that Lord came down to ſee the City and the Tu Lot 
her Laughter proceeded from her Incredulity, and which the Children of Men built, Gen. xi. i ©a1 
was not an Act of Scoffing or Contempt. And And now again, before the Deſtruction of 5 . 


yet there is 2 great Difference between Abra- 
 bam's Laughing and Sarab's Laughing, tho' 
much upon the ſame Occaſion: For Abraham, 
when the Promiſe of a Son by Sarah was made 
to him, Gen. xvii. 17. laughed for Joy, and 
Was not reproved. | 
+ Command. See Gen, xvili. 19. 
\ & Deftriy. Here is another great Inftance of 


God's Patience, who, tho' he knew all without 
Iniquiry, yet would not condemn even the moſt 


dom, tho* the Cry againſt Sodom and Ger: 
rah was great, becauſe of the Grievouſnes d wn: 
their Sin, yet the Lord would not procced i war: 
gainſt them upon Generals, or upon common 22. 
Fame, but 1 will go down, faith the Lord, vie 
fee whether they habe done altogether acer tie 
to the Cry of it, and if not I will know, (MM £m 
XVili, 21: 3 


Appointed. See Gen. xix. 19. from 


$090 


| oaom, in a very mutinous and riotous Manner, incompaſſed the Houſe, and com- 
wanded Lot to bring forth his new Gueſts, that they might“ know them. Lot think- 
ing. by mild and quiet Words, to appeaſe his unreaſonable Neighbours, ſteps out of 


pe Door, and, ſhutting it after him, intreats them not to offer any Affent to his 
1 WS Gueſts: And fo great was his Concern for their Safety, that he made an Mwary and 
1: WS 1nwarrantable Offer to the Sodomites, to bring out his two Virgin Daughters to them, 
n 8 io do with them as they pleaſed, rather than they ſhould abuſe his Gueſts; which, 
at A though an Error in the good Man, yer ſhews how ſacred the Laws of Hoſpitality 
n, ere then held among the Virtuous. But the Sedomites, naturally wicked, and in 
ol WW 0:der to their Deſtruction grown very harden'd, ſcorn'd to be directed by him, who 
2. Vas but a late Inhabitant among them, and threatned to deal worſe with him than 


Vith his Gueſts; and preſſing hard upon Lot, they intended to force the Door. The 
en beavenly Gueſts, ſeeing Lot fo put to it, ingag'd in the Quarrel, and pull'd him into 
in the Houſe, and ſtruck theſe unnatural Monſters with a Blindneſs, which ſo puzzled 
a them, that they could not find the Door; which, when they had ſhut again, they 
ro- inquired of Lot what Family he had; and, letting him know that the Deſtruction of 
ten chat Place was now determined, and that God had ſent them to deſtroy it, they bid 
him take all his Family and Relations, with whatſoever he had in that Place, and 
tun bring them out, 9 95 5 | „ 
Upon this Admonition, Los went out, and ſpake to thoſe that were to + marry 
and his Daughters, and adviſed them to go with him to avoid the common Deſtruction; 
dg. but to little purpoſe ; for they looked upon all he ſaid as a Jeſt. By this Time the 
der Night was far ſpent; and, as ſoon as the Day began to break, the Angels haſten'd 
em, Le to be gone, ſaying, Ariſe, lake thy Wife, and thy two Daughters, leſt ye be de- 
ren eyed in the Iniquity of the City, Lot was ſtill for delaying, hoping the Fate of 


po- this wretched People might be reverſed; but in vain; inftead of ten righteous 
n of Perſons that Abrabam capitulated for, but four, and they of Los Family (including 
WT himſelf) were thought worthy to eſcape the dreadful Judgment deſign'd for this 
Fre Place. The Angels therefore ſeeing - Lo!'s Lingering, took him, his Wife and 
ic i Daughters, by Force, and brought them out of the City, bidding them haſten for 
74 their Lives, and charging them not to look behind them, nor make any Stop in 


, 3 the Plain, but to.eſcape to the Mountain, leſt they ſhared in the commoa Fate, 
Le, looking forward, and ſeeing the Mountain was far diſtant, intreated the Angels 


«i, „chat he might be excuſed from flying ſo far, and be permitted only to go to a little 
n © Know them. That is, abuſe them in that Holy Scripture (1 Kings xiv. 24. and xv. 12, 


12's natural and filthy Manner which was after- 2 Kings xxiii. 7.) and our Engliſh Laws, which 
bed  V2t's expreſly forbidden in the Law, Levit. xviii. (as did the Law of God of old) do yet make the 
10008 : and thereby made capital, Ch. xx. 13. Which Puniſhment of it Death. . 
d, vie Sin continued among the Gentiles, even to + Marry, Sc. Some Tranſlators render it, 
run te Apoſtles Time (as may be gather'd from JYhich were to marry his Daughters. It is very 
Ge Ken. i. 27. and 1 Cor. vi. 9.) and was ſo gene- probable they were contracted, or betrothed to 
al practiſed amongſt the People of Sodom, that Husbands; but the Marriage not conſummated 
from thence it took the Name Sodomy, and the dy Cohabitation, . | 
PraCtifers thereof are called Sodomites, both in 


Soda 


Book l. 
City hard by, which was then called * Bela. They granted his Requeſt, and that 
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City being ſaved for his Sake, he was commanded to haſten thither; for, ſaid the 
Angel, I + will not do any Thing towards the Deſtruction of Sodom, and the other 
Cities, *till thou be ſecured. ERS | CT On 
The Injunction laid on Lot, his Wife, and Daughters, upon their Eſcape was, 
That they ſh@uld not look behind them, nor tarry in the Pla'n, but haſten to 
the Mountain. 
afterwards called Zoar, his Wife, either forgetting what the Angel had ſaid or, 
out of Love to the Place of her Habitation, looked back, and became a Pillar 
of & Metallick Salt, a laſting Monument of God's Vengeance on obſtinate and 
unbelieving Offenders. | _ > 123 10 
Tot's Wife being thus made a dreadful Example of Fondneſs to what God had 
forbidden, he with his Daughters proceeds in his Flight to Zoar, where he arr. 
ved by Sun-riſe. And now being out of Danger, God prepares his Judgment a- 
gainſt Sodom and Ccmorrab, and the reſt of the ſinful Cities of the Plain: Ihe 
angry Heavens pour down Showers of liquid Fire, which in an Inſtant devour'd 
thoſe guilty Wreiches. ] Let ſeeing that other Cities of the Plain beſides Sodon 


Yet before Lot could reach the little City of Bela, which was : 


* Bela. This Bela was the Seat of one of 
thoſe five Kings, who fought the firſt Battle 


with the four Kings, and weite beaten in the _ 


Vale of Sidaim, Gen. xiv. 2. 
1 Fill not. Tranſlators often give Occaſion, 
ally to the Unlearned, for whom they are 


& chiefly deſign', to imagine that 7% had not 


Power enough to work Miracles in Nazereth, 


Mark vi. 5. Febn xii. 39, &c. and' here in this 


Text (not to mention many others) where tis 
ſaid, That God could not do any Thing to Sodom 
ti Lot had left it, Tho' Commentators and 


Preachers have not fail'd to obſerve, that this Ex- 


preſſion does not always denote an abſolute Im- 


- pollibility to do any Thing, but only a Deſign or 


Will not to do it, or a Repugnancy to the doing 
of it; but yet it is certain that CÞrift, if he had 
pleaſed, could have wrought Miracles in Na- 
 Zareth, and that God too could have deſtroyed 
Sodom independently of Lot; and all this Impo- 


tency is jo be attributed to the Want of Will. 


And therefore fince People are ſo apt to take theſe 
Places literally, it is proper they ſhould be render- 
ed, They would not, and not, They could not; 
the laſt of which is an ambiguous Expreſſion, and 
naturally gives us an Idea which is contrary to the 
Deſign of the ſacted Writers. 5 
8 Salt. All the Verſions ſay that Let's Wife 
became a Piliar of Salt. Gen. xix. 16. And, 
as Jeſephus aſſures us, that it was to be ſeen 


> "8 
6 4 2 . 
1 


in his Time, and that feveral modern Travel - 


lers relate that it is ſtill to be ſeen between 4 


Mount Engaddi and the Drad- Sta. Interpie- 
ters do obſerve that we muſt not take the Salt 
here mentioned for common Salt, but for 4 


Metallick Salt which was hewn out of the Rock A 


like Marble, and was made uſe of to build 
Houſes, according to the Teſtimony of ſevera 
famous Authors. But ſince by the Wotd Sal 
we always underſtand common Salt, which Wa- 
ter oon diſſolves, and could not continue ſo 


Jong, being expoſed to Wind and Rain, the 
Word Metallick ſhould have been joined with 
the | Ambi- 2 


Salt in the Verſion, to take away the 
guity. This made Vatablus and Badinus take 
this Expreſſion in a metaphorical Senſe, as a 


firm and ſure Covenant is called a Covenant of 4 
Salt, Num. xviii. 1 2 


9. 2 Chron. Xiii. 5. And 
this Senſe ſhould be exprefled in a Tranſlation, 
to give no Advantage to Atheiſts and Libertini. 

Lat. God's Favour in preſerving Lat was 
very great: But yet it is not altogether to be im- 
puted to Lot's Virtue ; for we muſt conſider that 
Lot was very near of Kin te Abraham, and 
very much eſteemed by him, and no Doubt 
Lot fared the better for Abraham's Sake; tor 
it is ſaid, Gen. xix. 29. When Gad deſirojed 
the Cuties of the Plain, be remember d Abrabam, 
and ſent Lot out of the Midft of the Defiru- 


were 


je iouſneſs of the Place, 
Wy cry unnatural Deſign upon their Father; and confidering his great Virtue, they 


IE 
8 j 


Y = be in 


3 zlar. | 

Ke. Sarah was now ninety Years old 
Won Abimelech took her into his Family; 

bence it may ſeem very ſtrange that a Wo- 
jan of her Age ſhould bear her Years 10 well; © 


* 
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ich he was firſt directed, and there dwelt in a Cave with his two Daughters; 
here the greateſt of Miſchiefs befel him, no leſs than that of Inceſt; for his 
wo Daughters having loſt their eſpouſed Huſbands in Sodom, and deſpairing of 


3 ver having any others, (for they thought all Mankind were deſtroyed in the late 
WT nfagration. but their Father and themſelves, ) plotted together to betray their 


nocent Father, under the Pretence of preſerving the Race of Mankind The 
ad lived in Sodom, and *tis to be fear*d, had learned too much of the Licen- 
However they might be inſtigated, 'tis certain they had 


new they could not perſuade him to commit ſo great a Wickedneſs ſo long as 
e retained his Reaſon, therefore they intend by an intoxicating Draught to de- 


ive him of his Senſe, though not of his natural Strength, The eldeſt Daugh- 
3 g the moſt forward in this wicked Contrivance, having repreſented to her 
ier the Condition they were in, propoſed the Expedient to her, which was 


make their Father drunk with Wine, and then to lie with them. The younger 


2 s re-dily imbraced what the elder as wickedly propoſed : And accordingly hav- 


g tufficiently ſtupified the old Man with Wine, and put him to Bed, the eldeſt 


ent to Bed to him; and having obtain'd her End of him, ſhe roſe again, he 
t perceiving when ſhe lay down, or when ſhe aroſe. The next Night the younger 
Daughter takes her Turn, and both ſuceeeded alike in their vile and abominable 
oj ; for they were both with Child by their Father, and had each of them 
Von from that inceſtuous Congreſs. Thus was Lot, through the unwitting In- 


:vumnent of their Generation, both a Father and Grandfather to his Daughters 
,hildren 3 but, as it he abhorr'd this inceſtuous Breed, we do not find that he 


ok ſo much Notice of them as to 15 them a Name; for the Mothers named 
em, the elder calling her Son Moab, and the younger her Son Ben- ammi; both 


ichievous Enemies in After-times to Vrael, eſpecially the Moabites, Thus much 


La, of whom ſacred Hiſtory gives us no further Account. 


Return we now to Abrabam, who abode in Mamre till he had ſeen the Deſ- 


ion of Sodom and Gomorrah; ſoon after which he removed more Southward, 
=. 6x'd in Gerar, the chief City of the Philiſtines. 
chanson 

ccourſe to his tormer Policy, and by Agreement he was to call her Siſter, and 
bim Brother. The * King of Gerar ſuppoſing Sarah to be no other than 
aban's Siſter, cauted her to be taken from him, intending to || keep her for 
ig. The King of Gerar's Title was as to be delired by a King, who in thoſe 
lech, as that of the Kings of Egypt was 


Here again the ſame Ap- 
poſſeſſed him about Sarah his Wife, as before, and therefore he had 


Times might command the moſt youthful-Beau- 
v%arath, and that of the Roman Emperors ties in his Dominions. But, according to In- 


in thoſe Days were as freſh and vigorous as 
thoſe of forty now. But beſides, Sarah might 
probably retain her Beauty upon the Account 
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ere deſtroyed, thinking himſelf not ſafe in Zoar, withdrew to the Mountains to 


terpreters and Commentators, People of ninety 


of ber Sterility ; whereas frequent Child bearing, 
M 
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34 A Compleat HIS TORT 
himſelf. But God appeared to that Prince in a Dream, and told him he ſhould be 
puniſhed, with — 4 for the Woman he had taken, becauſe ſhe had an Husband. 
that Sarah and Abr abam had given out the 
were Brother and Siſter. And, calling for Abrabam, he reproves him ſmartiy 
demanding why he impoſed ſo on him, who never offer'd any Ill to him, but ra. I 
ther did. him all the kind Offices of a Friend? 'Abraham's Excuſe was, that he did 

it, to ſave his Life, though at the ſame Time he told him no Lie in ſay ing ſhe 
was his Siſter, for ſhe was the Daughter of his Father, but not of his Mother 3 
Ahimelech, thus admoniſhed by God, is eaſily. reconcil'd.z A 
Abrabam, his Wife, with a 1 Preſent, and Leave to dwell in what Part fl 
the Country he liked beſt, but paid an extraordinary Compliment to Sarah in 
theſe Words, Behold I have given to thy. Brother a “ thouſand Pieces of Sl. 
ver, which is to thee a Covering of the Eyes to all that are wich thee, nl 
«* to all others, for thou art fully + juſtified. 


Abimelech. excuſed. himſelf, alledging 


Bock 1. 


J 


ö 


for he not only Feen 


Then, upon Abrabam's Pars, 33 


God took off from Abimelech that Diſability by which he had reſtrained him {ron 1 
Sarab; and alſo reſtored to his Wife and Women their former Fertility, wail 3 


on that Occaſion he had - before ſtopp'd. | 
And now the Time appointed being come, God gives a miraculous Inſtance o- mo E | 


2 


Power and Juſtice, in bleſſing Abraham with a Son, whole Birth was wonderful, con- l 


fidering. the Age of his Parents. 


giving Suck, Oc. very —_ impair. the natu- 


ral Strength and Beauty of Women. Others, 
as Procop.: are: of Opinion that God having 


taken off Sarah's Batrenneſs, her Beauty retuin- 
ed with her Fruitfulneſs : For by this Time it 


may be ſuppoſed that Sarah had conceived that 
Promiſed Seed which was to be Abraham's Heir. 

* Thouſand, c. By Pieces of Silver here are 
meant the Common or Civil Shekels, which are 
but half the Value of the Sheke/s of the Sancfu- 
ary. Therefore the thouſand Shekels which Abi- 
m:lech gave to Abraham amounted to about Fifty- 


AY Pounds ſeven Pence Half-penny Engliſh, 


+ Juflifed. Our Tranſlators have committed 
a double Miſtake in rendering that which Abime- 
lech ſays to Sarah, Gen. xx. 16. Behold I have 
giuen thy. Brother a thouſand Pieces of Silver: Be- 


| hold he is io thee a Covering ef the Eyes to all 
_ that are with thee, and with all others, Thus 
woas ſbe reproved, For, Firſt, The Word which 
_: they render reproved never has that Meaning, but 
 Hignifies to /earch or inquire into a Thing till it is 


Cleared, and put out of Doubt. Secondly, There 
Was. no need then for a Reproof; for Abraham 


had already fully juſtified Sarah, v. 12, and Abi. 


But his Juſtice exacted the Performance of his Pro- 
miſe, who cannot be * Sarab is delivered of a Son, which Abrabem, — 


- phraſe have render'd it. 


| fac'd. So that this Preſent rather regarded 804 


. to 
melech had accepted of bis Defence. Thi- 4, I 
Abimelech was ſo far trom irritating Abrahar: d 3 
Sarab by Re proaches, that on the contrary a 
endeavour'd to win their Friendſhip by a ven 
conſiderable Preſent ; nay, before Abimelech wi lb. 
ſatisfied, his Reproaches to Abraham were :ath« W- 
obliging Remonſtrances than bitter Inve&tive:, », J 
9, 10. He therefore declares, that Sarah wa: I 
fully juſtified, as the Septuagint and Chalder Pare 


But there is another Miſtake in the Tran | 1 ; 
tion of this Text; for it is ot Abraham that i 3 
ſays, He was a Covering to the Eyes of Sarah; 
whereas the Otiginal tays this of the thoufn 
Pieces of Silver, Which were a publick T -{i- 
mony that Abimelech render'd to her Virtue, 2 . 
the Veils of the Hebrew Women were the Sy 1:50; 
of their Modeſty, whereas the H+rlots went open- Wi 


than Abraham, to whom that Prince had altea 
given Sheep and Oxen, and Men- Servants and 

Women-Servants, and reſtored him Sareb u 
Wife, giving him likewiſe an Offer of ſett!iny n 
any Place of his Country. Abimelech's Deſi 
then by this Liberality was to juſtify Sara#'; Vir 


tu: 
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eco former Direction, called “ 7/aac, and cireumciſed him when he was eight Days old. 
. Wo can expreſs the Joy of this ancient Pair? Who will diſtruſt God's Promiſes? 
No might Sarah laugh with Comfort, and not in Diſtruſt, as ſhe did before. 

9 The Birth of Jaac, as it was Matter of great Joy to Sarah, was, no Doubt, 
- a great Diſappointment to Hagar, who, from her Miſtreſs's great Age, might 
d naturally conclude ſhe would have no Child, and therefore promiſed herſelf the 


= 5:cisfation that her Son ſhould be Abraham's Heir. This Diſappointment "ſoon 
Wl orcw up to a Reſentment, which could not long lie hid in Mother or Son; for 
Natter Jaac was wean'd, and grown up a little, his watchful Mother catch'd 
1/-mael + mocking him, Sarah could by no means bear to have her Son derided 
by the Son of a Bond-woman, therefore ſhe was very importunate with Abrabam 
to turn both Mother and Son out of Doors, hinting to him, that her Son was to be 
Sie Heir of the Covenant, not the Slave's Son. This put Abraham upon a very, 
dif ult Dilemma: He was fond of Iſbmael, whoſe infant Familiarity had very much 
Wcn2.gcd him to the Child, But God, who always had a great Regard to Abraham's: 
= Quiet and Good, ſoon made it eaſy to him; bidding bim not to be ſollicitous about 
=: Bond-woman and her Son, but to mind what his Wite adviſcd him to, confirming 
hat ſhe ſaid, That [aac was to be his Heir; aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that, 
becauſe /mael was his Son, he would make him conſiderable in the World. 
Once more Hagar turns Wanderer, but by Compuiſion; the Almighty will have 
Wo. and Abrabam muſt obey. His Fendneſs for Iſbmael muſt give way to God's 
0M: which were his only Comfort at this fad Separation, All her Equipment 
of Proviſion was only tome Brea: , and a Bottle of Water, with which ſhe ſets out, 
Wan. crng in the Wilderneſs of Beerſbeba *rill her Water was ſpent, and in vain 
eig cane g ior a Supply in that parched Country, ſhe in Delpair lays the Child, 
ul famdirg with Thirit, at the Foot of a Tree, berſelt retiring a little Diſtance from 
11. il him, that ſhe might not ſee him die. In vain his feeble Fongue calls on his mourn- 
„ MF"; Mother, who can only anſwer him with Tears; he cries, ſhe weeps, and, in an 
alternate melancholy Harmony, they echo their ſad Diſtreſs to one another. But 
Par- che boundlets Pity, which alone can help when all human Means fail, bids the 
= ccping Mother dry up her Tears, and fear no more, for he had heard their Prayers, 
nl and would make the Child the Father of a mighty People. Then Hagar, looking 
pak, bout her, found a Well of Water, and ſhe gave the Child Drink, which refreſhed 
0 im, God afterwards providing for him. And here they both took up their Abode 
Te. che Wilderneſs of Paran, where Iſpmael became an expert Archer, by which 
ic, 3 | Mn ; . 
bose to them who belonged to her, and to all heritance from bim; and ſo upon this derided 
ers, it being then uſual to give Preſents to con him: And that Hagar, Iſomacl's Mother, did 
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Open 
85 m the Truth of any Thing that might be called countenance him, if not tutor him to it. For 
rea Doubt, as may be ſeen, Gen. xxi. 30, ſhe was to be caſt out as well as he; which 
ts and Laac. Which ſignifies Laughter. it's probable, would not have been, if ſhe had 
25 vi +. Mocking, It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that not been faulty. This may reatonably be ſup- 
iy in w Mecking might be upon the Account of the poſed from her former Deportment upon her 
Deen Lei: ſhip, Iſhmael icorning that this Young/ter, fro conceiving Ihmael, when ſhe car tied her ſelf 
„ och his Inferior in Years, ſhould take the In- very haughtily to her Miſtres, 
(vv — OY Imp loy- 


— 
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Imployment it is probable he got Proviſions to ſuſtain his Mother and himſclf 
And when he was grown to Man's Eſtate, his Mother, being herſelf an Egyptian, 
took him a Wife out of the Land of Egypt. nw ons TX ge 

Abrabam being ſo kindly treated by Abimelech, and invited to dwell in his 

Country, accepts his Offer; and Abimelech ſceing how viſibly God bleſſ-d Abraham 

in all his Undertakings, and that he grew very powerful, he takes Phicol, the 

General of his Forces, and made a League with him, fearing leſt, as Abraban 

became more powerful, he might attempt ſomething in Prejudice of him, or his 

Succeſſors in the Government. This League thus made, and confirmed by an 
 * Oath between them, and a little Difference compoſed about a Well of Water which 

Abraham had digged, and Abimelech's Servants, without their Maſter's Knowledge, BR 

had forcibly ſeized, but was now, upon Abraham's Complaint, reſtored, Abraban i 
made a Preſent to Abimelech of ſome Sheep and Oxen, who, with his Gen-:al 
| Phicol took Leave, and return'd. But Abraham intending to ſettle for ſome Time 

in that Country, planted a + Grove in Beerſheba, and there called on the Name of 8 

the Lord, the everlaſting God. $1; . A 

Amongſt all the Circumſtances and Trials of Abraham's Faith and Obedience, 
the greateſt that ever befel him was that of being commanded to ſacrifice his 

Son. [/macl, once the Delight of his Heart, and Joy of his declining Age, is 
now no more to him, being obliged, by the divine Mandate, to baniſh him his Pe- 
ſence 3 and now {/aac, the Son of his Joy, whom he ſo dearly loved. who had been 

conceived beyond the Courſe of Nature, and in whom God had promiſed chat all he 
Mations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, muſt bleed by the Appointment of the 
mighty. This was a ſevere Trial to human Nature; but God's Command made it 
wi caly. Abraham neither diſputes nor delays; but early in the Morning ſet forward on i 
his Journey, accompanied only with his Son Jaac, and attended with two Servants, Bi 
who led an Aſs that carried the Wood, and other Inſtruments for the Sacrifice, as well 
as Proviſions for themlelves, having three Days Journey to go, as far as the Land of 

$ Moriah, On the third Day they came within Sight of the Place, when Abraban Bi 
_ i | 1 oratr's Bl 
e Oatb. This being the firt Mention we Groves, and therein to ſet up their Idols nd 
have in Story of an Oath or Swearing trom the Altars, will appear rom the Command ter. 

Creation to that Time, it may be obſerv'd that wards given to //rae! to deſtroy their Airs, BR 
Swearing was introduced by an Heathen. break down their, Images and cut down tber 

+ Grove, The Criticks generally agree in the Groves, Exod. xxxiv. 13. and to burn tr 

uſe of Groves, as either for Retreſhment, or Groves with Fire, Deut. xii. 3. And tic) i 

Places of Worſhip ; but Elwood makes the moſt were forbidden to plant any themſelves to pe- 
lt uſeful Obſervation on this Text of any, p. 30. form their Devotions in, Deut. xvi. 21. Al 

By this, ſays he, we may ſee how apt the Cui- when the Kings of {/rael departed from God, 

=” toms of the Places we live in, and of the Peo- they fet up Groves; and it was one of e BR 

ple we converſe with, ate to ſteal and prevail provoking Sins that he mide a Grove, 1 &:;' 
upon even good Men: By an Heathen King, xvi. 33. But though Abraham herein tollovc Bu 

Abraham was juſt before drawn to ſwear; and the Cuſtom ot the Philiſtines, among whom!“ 
from the Heathen's Practice he now plants a lived, yet the Object of his Worſhip was it 

Grove to perform his Devotions in. For that true God, Jehovah the Everlaſting God. 

it was the Cuſtom of the Heathen to plant & Moriab. That is, The Fear of the 
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order'd his Servants to * ſtop, telling them he and his Son would go and wor- 
WT ſhip, and come to them again. The innocent Child, ignorant of what his 
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pious Father intended to do with him, goes on chearfully; and the faithful 
Patriarch, having, by the Strength of his Dependance on God's Promiſes, 
ooyer-come thoſe Pangs of natural Affection, which otherwiſe might have made 
nim heſitate in the Performance of this bloody Act, went on with a Reſolution 
anſwerable to his Faith and Obediencæ. Thus they walked together; but .[/aac, 
= who ſaw the Wood and Inſtruments provided for the Sacrifice, and no Lamb for 
a burnt-offering, innocently asked his Father, where he would have a Lamb? To 
Which the Father prophetically replied, My Son, Gol vill provide himſelf d Lamb 
„a Burn. offering. Abraham, being come to the Place God: had teld him of, 
builds an Altar, and, having laid the Wood in Order, bound his Son {/aac,, and 
ad him upon the Wood on the Altar. Jſaac being at that Time at leaſt three 
s chirty 'Years of Age (cho! he was then called Lad and Child) was capable of 
naking Reſiſtance; but whether being by his Father made acqua inted with God's 
Command, or being naturally ſubject and obedient to his Parents, he quietly 
8 {ub mitted, yielding implicitly ro whatſoever: his Father would do with him. 
A Things being thus prepared, Abraham ſtretches out bis Hand; with the 
Knife in it, to give the fatal Stroak; when Heaven, regarding the Father's 
Piecy, and the Son's Obedience, timely interpoſes, and, : with, a Reduplication 
ot his Name, charges him not to hurt the Chüd, adding this divine Applauſe 
= of his Faith, Now 7 know' tbat thou frareſt God, ſecing thou haſt ' uot with+beld 
= Sor, thine: Only Son, from me. . Abraham, not a litile ſurpriz'd at the Voice, 
= tons abour to ſee. whence it came, and ſpies a Ram caught in a Thicket by the 
Horns, which he immediately took and offer'd up for a Burnt- offering inſtead 
his Son; a happy Exchange! Upon this compleat Obedience of Abrahams. 
peaſed the Lord - to/renew! his Eromiſe to him with great Amplifications 
and confirm it to him by Oath. Whereupon, Mrabam returning with his Son 
ac to his Servants, they joyfully go together to Beenſtuba, at that Time the AM 
Place of Abrabam's Reſidence 3 where he is no ſooner arrived, but he is wel- 
com'd home with the happy News of the Increaſe of his Family; for Milcab, 
is Brother Nahor's Wife, had made him the glad Father of /tght Chiidren, 
wong which was Belbuel, the Father of Rebecta, who was after watds Wiſe to 
L, t ß WT ag; IR DENA ot. 
ns is the- Place where Jeruſalem after ood: Dapendance. From hat abe Apoſtle jays» 
er Mount Moriab, where Abraham was to Heb, xi. 19. may be gather'd, that Abraham 
cer bis Son, is by ſame thoup ht tobe Mount had fo ſteady. a Fauh in God's Qmnipotence, 
1 den, on which Solomon built the Temple, that though he neither knew. nor expected 
ere God commented: the Offerings to be any other but that I/aac ſhould certainly have 
ade, 2 Chron, iii. . 1. | been ſacrificed ; yet he believed.ghat God, who 
8%. Probably to prevent any Diſtur- had ſo miraculouſly given hingand promiſed 
Bi dance the, Servants by their Tenderneſs might to make him a Father of meny;Nations, would, 
om, it they: ſhould ſee him go to ſacri- to make his Promiſe good, feſtote him 46 
13 bis don. © | A Life again. 45 ee 
Nuns, VII. N BAY 
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A Compleat HISTORIY Book l. 

It's not certainly known how long Abraham abode at Beerſbeba; but the next 
Place where we hear of him was at Kiriab-arba, afterwards called Hebron, in 
the Country of Canaan; where he buried his Wife 8arah, in the hundred and 
twenty-ſeventh Year of ker Age. For whom having obſerved the uſual Core. 
monies of Mourning, he: addrefled himſelf to the“ Hittites, defiring a Bury ing. 
place for his Dead. + They, not underſtanding his Meaning, with great Coar te. 
neſs anſwer'd, He might bury in what Sepulchre he pleaſed. But this woule 
not do Abraham's + Buſineſs; for he propoſed to buy a Piece of Ground bor 
a ſeparate Sepulchre for himſelf and Family, and therefore deſtred them to in. 
treat Efbron, the Prince of the Country, to ſell him the Cave of Macpelz, 
offering to give the full Worth of it. Epbron, being a. generous Prince, 
a Heathen, offered Abraham not only the Cave, but the whole Field alſo, that 
he might bury his Dead without Delay. But Abrabam, not willing to bring 
himſelf under ſo great an Obligation, or be at an Uncertainty about the Price 


of the Ground, urged Epbron to fix a Price; who, ſeeing: him preſſing, tod 


him, fince he would purchaſe it, the Ground was worth § four hundred She. 
kels of Silver, which being ſo inconſiderable a Trifle between Men of Rank 
and Condition, he defired he would make no Words about it, but accept tt, 
and bury his Dead without any more to do. Abraham having got the Price, 
never offers to beat it down, but immediately paid the Money by: || Weight co 
Ephron in the Preſence of the People, and the Field was, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times and Places, formally conveyed and made fure to Abraham, and 
to his Heirs for ever; and 'till then did not Abrabam bury his Wife there. 

Abraham, being at this Time near an hundred and forty Years'old, was de. 
ſirous to ſee his Son Jaac married and fettled in the World before himſelf died. 
T.heretore, calling his eldeſt Servant to him, who was his chief Steward, b: 
laid a ſtrict Charge upon him, that he would not take a Wife for his Son of . 
Daughters of the Canaanites, but obliged him to go into his own (meaning | 
Abraham's Country, and bring a Wife from thence of his own Kindred, And | 


* Hittites. The Hittites were deſcended 
from Heth, the Son of Canaan, and Gran:iiſon 
of curſed Ham, Gen. x. 6. 16. and did then 
poſleſs that Country. ER 

+ Buſineſs, Abraham knew the Lord had 
called him forth from among his Idolatrous 
-Kindred, and from his Father's Houſe, Gen. 
Xii. 1. and given him the Covenant of Cir- 
cumciſion, Ch. xvii. 9, 10, Cc. whereby he 
had diſtinguiſbd him and his Seed from all o- 
ther People: 
lau ful for him to mix with any of the other 
Nations which did not worſhip the trae God. 


As therefore be after wards took eſpecial Care. 


that his Son Iſaac might nat marry with any 
of the Daughters of the Conganites ; ſo now 


Money one Shilling and three Pence, or vcry 


And that therefore it was not 


he was wary not to bury his Dead promiſcu- 
ouſly among theirs. _ „ 
Hur, Cc. Suppoſing the Shekel her: 
mentioned to be the common Shekel, (as be- 
ing uſed before the Law, and in a Civil and 
Sacred Caſe,) it was. worth of our Eng lis 


near it.) After which ' Computaiion' the jour 
bundred Shekels amounted to five. and twe!y 
Puunds Sterling. Nt » 
eight. In thoſe early Apes of tht 
World, as they had Mone in Builiou un- 
ſtamp'd, ſo it paſſed by Weis“ rather than 
by Tale; and a Shekel had ns Name hom 
Shaztal, wh«h ſiguifics to wergh, or put in e 
Balance, 70 . 
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o ingage his. Steward to a punctual Performance of his Charge, he made him 
take a folemn Oath of Fidelity, the Ceremony whereof was then performed 
Wy the Servant's. putting his Hand under his Maſter's * Thigh, which, with 


5 ſome Conditions and neceſſary Cautions, he did. After which, receiving his 
. aſter's Iuſtructions, he ſet out with a Retinue of Servants and Camels ſuit- 
. able to his Maſter's Quality and Eſtate, and the Buſineſs he went about. No 
c ooubt it was one great Part of the Steward's Charge to go firſt to Haran, in 


/oportamia, his Brother Nahor's City, becauſe he heard before, that Milcab, 
s Wife's Siſter, who was married to his Brother Nabor, had born. him ſeveral 
Children, one of which, named Bethuel, had a Daughter, named Rebecca. 

Eliezer, for that was the Steward's Name, arriving one Evening at Haran, 
auſed his Camels to reſt themſelves by a Well of Water without the City 


ic 

bout which Time it was uſual for the Women to come out of the City to 
ce araw Water at that Well. Eliezer, who had been religiouſly brought up, and 
id oaſtructed by his Maſter Abraham in the Fear of God, knowing of how great 
:- Concern the Buſineſs he went about was, had his Mind continually on God, 
* Wbc2ging his Direction and Succeſs in this weighty Affair; and fearing left in a 


Matter of ſo great Moment he ſhould miſtake the Perſon, he humbly be- 
oh the Lord to direct him by a Sign, that he might make a right Choice 
or his young Maſter. T he Sign be deſired was, that ſhe, who at his Requeſt 
did let him drink of her Pitcher, and offer to give. his Camels Drink alſo, 
ſhould be the Perfon whom the Lord had appointed for his Servant //aac, The 
boncſt Man's Requeſt. is no ſooner made than heard; for he preſently ſpies Be- 


e. s Daughter come out of the City, with her Pitcher upon her Shoulder, 
d. to t fetch Water. After ſhe had filled her Pitcher at the Well, and was. 
he {coming away, Eliezer went to her, and defired a Draught of her Water, She 
he courteouſly conſented, and not only for himſelf, but for his Camels too, if 
1g cy would drink, Eliezer permitted this, which in good Manners otherwiſe - 
nd be would not have done, but only to be convinced of tae Sign he had defired. 


After the Camels had drank, Eliezer viewing the Damſel well, and ſeeing. 
ber exceeding beautiful, with abundance of Joy preſents her with a Pair of 


deft Expreſſion of the tacred Hiſtorian ; for 
ys one, per femur ſive coxam, partes etiam 
genitales que in femora ſunt, tactte intelligunlur. 

+ Fetch, Great was the Simplicity and Hu- 
milicy of thoſe early Ages, when Perſons of 


* Thigh, Among the various Ways of 
=_ 2, ſometimes he that took the Oath 
_ ' /u: his Hand under the other's Thigh 
=! :dminiſter'd it: As the Caſe here be- 
ice orabam and his Steward, Gen. xxiy. 


„ ierwards between dying Jacob and 
0: Fo/eph, Gen. xlvii. 2. Which Ceremony 
nc interpret to bear a Token of Subjection; 
O's as a Myſtery of Circumciſon, the Sign 
bercof they bore about that Part of their 
>: Others more probably think it ts be 
= rus Signification of Chriſi the promiſed 
=. why ws to come out of Abraham's 
aer Thigh, Gen, $ivi, 6, which is a mo- 


the beſt Rank, and of the female Sex too, did 
not diſdain to be imployed in ſuch ſerviie Of- 
gces. 'T hus in the tollowing Age Zaceh und 
bis Couſin Rachel following and. watertwy, her 
Father Laban's Sheep; and ſome Aves after 
that the ſeven Daughters of Zethro, who was : 
a Prince as well as a l'rieſt of Midian, kept : 
their Father's Flocks, and uſed to draw Wa- 
ter, and fill the. Trougbs tor the Cattle 
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yo 4 Con HISTORT: Bodk1 
golden Far- ings, and a Pair of Bracelets for her Hands; asking her at th, 
fame Time Whofe Daughter ſhe was, and whether there were Room in her Fs. 
*Xher's'Hoofe for him and his Company to lodge that Night. She, to his gren if 
Aſtoniſhment, tells him, ſhe was the Daughter of Bethuel, the Son of Nabor, by 
Milcab; aſſuring him at the fame Time, that they had both Room and Arcon. 
modations for him and his Came!s. 3 „ 27 
Eliezer was ſtill more and more ſurpriz'd with theſe Crowds of Joy ſuc. 
ceeding each other; infomuch that being deeply affected with a Senſe of Goc's il 
Goodneſs in guiding him fo directly to the Houſe of his Maſter's Brethren, h 
bowed ' down his Head in humble Acknowledgment, and worſhipped the Lord, 
ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord God of my Maſter Abraham, ho Bath not with» 1 
His Mercy and Truth from him. The Damſel leaves Eliezer in this Rapture, and 
ran Home to acquaint her Friends with what had happen'd, but ſoon returned 
with her Brother Laban, who could not but expect ſomething extraordinary il 


from the Bracelets on his Siſter's Hands, and from the Account ſhe gave hin 


of the Man that preſented them to her. Laban haſted to the Well, and, f. 
luting the Man in the Stile of * Thou Bleſſed of the Lord. invited lum in, telling 
him there was Preparation made for him and his Camels. The Man 'thereupv: Wi 
went in; and, whilſt they were preparing an Entertainment for him and hi; Wl 
Company, he declared he would not take any Retreſhment till he had told the 


Errand he was fent on; and, having delivered his Credentials, by. telling w 
whom he belonged, he gave a general Account of his Maſter's Eſtate, and then 


:Zoes on with his Buſineſs. *©* Sarah, my Maſter's Wife, /ays be, bare him a Son 
* when ſhe was old, unto whom he hath given all that he hath; and, my Ma. 


, ſter being old, made me ſwear that I ſhould not take a Wite for his Son d ; | 


„the Daughters of the Canaanites, but that I ſhould go to his Father's Houf, i 
* and to his Kindred, to take a Wite for his Son.” Then he gave them an Ac. 
count of his whole Journey, the Manner of his Meeting with Rebecca, and hu 
ſignally the Hand of divine Providence had appeared in directing him thither; Wi - 
concluding thus, ** And' now it ye will deal kindly and truly with my "Maſter, WW: 
„tell me; + if not, that I may turn to the Right: Hand, or to the Left. 
. - $ Laban, who took upon him to give Eliezer an Anſwer, entertain'd a right 
Apprehenſion of the Matter at firſt, declaring it was God's doing; Therefore, 
e fays he, we.|| ought not to ſlay any Thing to it. Here is Rebecca before 1 
Don, Cc. This was the uſual Form or Tabour'd under fome bodily Infirmity, which 
of Salutation in thoſe Times to ſuch as they render'd him leis capable of managing the Af 
deſign'd to {hew more than ordinary Reſpect to. fairs of his Family, other wife we can (ca'tt 
not, Sc. Meaning that they ſhould ſuppoſe his Son Laban would have taken {0 
not hold him in Suſpence, but let him know much upon him in his Father's Houle. 
their Minds whether they would "beſtow Re- || Ought. Our Tranflation ſays, //* it 
becca on his Maſter's Son, or not; that, if not, not Jpeak unto thee either Good ur Evil, Con 
he might ſeek out elſewhere. mentators indeed do © obſerve that this ** 
8 Laban, It is to be ſuppoſed that Bethuel, preflion, We cannot, here in Gen. xXx 50 
Rebecea's F ather, either was ſuperannuated, and in Gen. xix. v. 22. That GCed 5294/7 4 


or l. of be HOLI 3181 k. a1 

if ſhe conſent, take her, and let her be thy Maſter's Son's Wife.“ | Eliezer 
ving her Conſent, makes his Acknowledgment in a Return of Thanks to 
= Lord; and, making his Preſents to her, her Mother and Brother, the 

et to Supper. Next Morning he deſires them to diſpatch him back - to his 
Vater, being impatient to carry theſe yoyful Tidings, The Brother and 
WH ocher being loch to part with Rebecca fo ſoon, would have her tarry a lit- 
longer; but Eliezer, like a diligent as. well as faithful Servant, was for 
ſttening home with her, which, with Rebecca's Conſent, he did. Accordingly 
e prepares for her Journey, being attended with her Nurſe Deborah and Maid- 


1 ants, and parted with her Relations with this Bleſſing, That ſhe might be 
WS fruicful,” and that her Offspring might have Dominion over their Enemies, 
0 = \W if the faithful Servant was conveying his fair Charge to his Maſter's 
py WT oc, Providence had fo order'd it, that [aac walking out in the Evening, to 
u care on the Goodneſs of the Lord, ſaw his Servants and the Camels upon 
"WW: Road ; whereupon he went forward to meet them. Rebecca ſoon ſpied him, 
15 add asked Eliezer who he was. And, being informed that it was his Maſter's 
| : a, ſhe alighted, and“ veil'd herſelf. Jaac with great Reſpect received her, 


ad concufted her to his Mother's Tent, which he allotted for her Apartment. 
fe on after they were married, and Jſaac grew ſo fond of her, that her Charms 
cs obliterated his Grief for the Loſs of his Mother, which to that Time 


A 5 bd {at heavy on him, 
in ac being thus happily matched, the good old Patriarch begins to enter- 


Win: Thoughts of another Wife; and, caſting his Eyes on his Maid + Keturah, 
1. took her to his Bed, and ſhe was his concubinary Wife. By her he had 

ons, to each of which he gave Portions in his Life-time, and ſent them 
ara, that they might not ſtand in Competition with Jaac for any Part 


4c. % Thing to Sodom til! Lot had eſcaped, + Ketureh, The Fewih Writers are very 
e not always denote an abſolue Inability to fabulous about this Keturah, ſome ſuppoſing 
ay Thing but only a Defign or Will not ber to be the fame with Hagar; but in all 
oy co it, becauſe it may not be proper or con- Probability ſhe might be dead as well as Sa- 
eint; and that all this Importency is to be rab; and if ſhe had been alive, too old to anf- - 
WW butes to the Want of Will. But fince wer Abraham's Deſign, which was to have 
et ple ate apt to take theſe Places literally, they more Children. But laying aſide Fables and 
ore, et to be tranſſated properly and clearly, and Whim ſies, it is certain from Gen. xxv. 6. that 
ter ſuch a Manner that ſhould leave no Keturab was a Servant; for if ſhe had been 
em for Doubts and Miſtakes. And there- a free Woman, ſhe would not have been 
re when Laban anſwered Eliexer, he told called a concubine. But beſides, the Word 
In, They ought not, or osuld not, ſay any Thing Concubine (not only here in Gen. xv. 6. but 
/ bad to bim; that is, they would not alſo in 1 Chron. i. 32.) gives Occafion to ſome 
cat ese his Demand of having Rebecca for to ſuppoſe that he married her in Sarab's Liſe- 
| his Maſter's Son: And this was ma- time; for Contubine was a Term not uſually | 
Cy the Effect of their Submiffion to the given to ſuch ſecond Wives as fucceed others, 
God, from whom they did believe this but to ſuch as in the Lifet-time of the fi:ſt 
, and they were bound to obey. Wife were Partakers of the Marriage-Bed. 
„d. According to the Cuſtom of thoſe | N 
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„ene, Veiling was a Token of Subjeftion, 3 
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of his Eſtate, nor ſettle. any where in the Land of Canaan, which his 90 : 


by Jaac was to inherit. 3 | 1 | ; a 
asc was forty Years old when he married, and lived twenty Years vill þ 
his beautitul Wife before God bleſſed them with any Iſſue, which at la © 
obtained by his importunate Prayers, for Rebecca ſoon after conceived. A2 
when ſhe felt the Children ſtruggling within her (for ſhe had Twins) it ſon «: 
what ſtartled her, and made her wonder what the Meaning of it might be. Uri 7 
which ſhe went to“ inquire of the Lord, and received for Anſwer, ** That u mn 
„Nations (or Heads of Nations) were in her Womb; and that two Mani hi 
ol People ſhould be ſeparated from her Bowels; that one of thoſe Pe it, 
«© ſhould be ſtronger than the other, and that the Elder ſhould ſerve Hon 
„ Younger.” The Time of their Birth being come, Rebecca is firſt delivered _ 
Eſau, who was red and hairy. His Brother Jacob followed him fo cloſe, that 22 
took hold of his Heel with his Hand. The Boys growing up, Eſau delight v 
altogether in the Fields, being addicted to Hunting; and, becauſe he fur; to 
his Father with Veniſon, a Sort of Food of which /ſaac was very fond, then by 
fore he loved him beſt. But Jacob, who was of a leſs robuſt Diſpoſition, nir 
beloved by his Mother, being more converſant with her, and ready at Hand to 
wait on her, By that Time theſe Boys were fifteen Years old, their Grau his 
father Abraham took his Leave of this World, being an hundred feventy and in St; 
Years of Age, and was buried by his two Sons IJſomael and Jſaac, in the Cave te 
Macpelab, in the Field which he had purchaſed of the Sons of Heb, ai 
where, about forty Years before, he buried Sarab his Wife. ' Ph 
As tor Ihmael, Abraham's eldeſt Son (tho' not his Heir) he lived mu tha 
Years after this, *till he had attained to an hundred and thirty-ſeven Tu W. 
And then leaving, as was T foretold of him, twelve Sons, who were he 
Princes of Nations, and poſſeſſed of Towns and Caſtles, he likewiſe died sid. 
and, although he had been ſuch a wild Man, that his $ Hand had be 7/3 
againſt every Man, and every Man's Hand againſt him, yet he died at Hing 
in the Preſence of his Brethren, that is, a natural Death, having his Fami chin 
and Relations about him. | . upo 
Eſau and Jacob being grown to Man's Eſtate, it happen'd one Day ti cou 
Eſau, having fatigued himſelf extremely in the Field, came fainting to Jain; 
who at that very Time had juſt made ſome Pottage of j Lentils, and .= 
was of a red Colour. Eſau, ſeeing the Pottage, and his Spirits being vey" \ 
much waſted with Hunger, defired his Brother to let him eat with him, tell Cha, 
him, the more to move him, that he was very faint. Jacob, though called ry 
plain or innocent Man, knew how to take Advantage of his Brother's Nectt 
* Inguire. This in thoſe Times was uſu- + Foretold. See Gen. xvii. 20, 3 
ally done by conſulting ſome Prophet: And Hand, c. See Gen, xvi. 12. pez 
her Father in- Law Abraham being a Prophet, | Lentils. A Kind of Pulſe, ſome mm 
(for fo he is expreſly called by God himſelf, like our Vetches, or coarſeſt Sort of Peale. I "I 
Gen. xx. 7.) and then living, it is moſt pro- a Plain. See Gen, xxv. 7. has 
bable ſhe inquired of him. 25 1 u. 1 
111 Ui 
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fity, and therefore, to inflame his Deſire the more, which was ſufficiently 
prompted by his preſent Hunger, and to make E/au the more fond of the 
Bargain by Delays, propoſes to him to fell his“ Birth-right, Eſau, through 
Greedineſs, not confidering of what Moment and Advantage his Birth-right was, 
and, conſulting only his preſent Need and Appetite, flightly anſwers, ** Be- 
„ hold F am ready to die, and what Good ſhall this Birth-right do me?“ 
Jacob, finding bim ſo indifferent, was not content with his Word, but, to 
make the Bargain ſure, will not part with his Pottage, till he had obliged 
his Brother to confirm the Birth- right to him by an Oath. Eſau never ſcruples 
ic, and ſo fold his Birth-right, with all thoſe excellent Privileges that depended 
on it, for a Me's of Pottage. I his in Eſau is called + Deſpiſing his Birth- right. 
aao had hitherto made Beerſbeba his uſual Reſidence, as his Father Abra- 
bam had before him; but a Famine happening in that Part of the Country 
W where he lived, he was obliged to remove. Now, while he deliberated whither 
WT to go, the Lord appeared to him, and charged him not to go down into Egypt, 
but to ſtay in the Land which he ſhould ſhew kim, promiſing to be with 
him, and bleſs him; and, aſſuring him that he would give all thoſe Countries 
to him and his Deſcendants, in Performance of the Oath. which he ſwore. to 
his Father Abraham, and that he would cauſe his Family to multiply as the 
Stars of Heaven, . and Nations. of the Earth to account themſelves bleſſed 
therein, becauſe of the Faith and Obedience of Abraham. wen TIED 
Taac, in Purſuance of the Divine Direction, travels to the Country of the 
Philiſtines, and fixes in Gærara. And here the ſame Temptation attended him 
that did his Father in the ſame Place; Rebecca, his Wife, was a very beautiful 
Woman, and he fearing the People would kill him, that they might enjoy her, 
when they asked him what Relation ſhe had to him, told them, ſhe was his 
Siſter, an Appellation then common amongſt Kindred in almoſt any Degree. 
[aac had not Jong continued unſuſpected; for & Abimelech (or the King) look- 
ing out of a Window, ſaw him ſo familiar with Rebecca, as gave him Cauſe to 
think ſhe was his Wife; and, ſending for Jaac, he reproved him for impoſing 
upon him, telling him confidently, ſhe was his Wite. {aac being thus charged, 


y tha could not deny it, but excus'd himſelf, ſaying, he did it to ſave his Life, The 
Fach ing firſt blamed him for laying ſuch a Snare tor him and his People, ſaying, 
and What is this thou haſt done? One of the People might have lain with thy 
ve Wie, and thou wouldſt have brought Guilt upon us;“ and then gave a ſtrict. 


telling 
ed! 
Nect! 


charge, on Pain of Death, to all his Subjects, that none ſhould offer any In- 
Jury. to him or his Wiſe. 5 5 


Birth. rigbt. Birth- right, or Right of the Family or Kingdom, 2 Chron, xxi. 3. and 
umogeniture, bad many and great Privileges therefore was a Matter of the higheſt Regard. 
"02x's to it. The Firſt-born was conſecrat- + Deſpiſing. See Gen. xxv. 34. 

0 the Lord, Exod. xxii. 29. was next in C Abimelech, It's very probable this Abi- 
oncur and Dignity to the Parents, Gen. xlix. meiech might be the Son of that Abimelerhy 
had a double Portion allotted to him, Deut. King of Gerara, with whom Abrabam had 
uw 17, and ſucceeded in the Government of formerly made a Covenant. 
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Jealous, and, to oblige him to depart the Country, flil'd up the Wells his Pa. 


peniug between the Shepherds of Gerara, and thoſe of aac, the former af. 


Jaar, by this Protection, being incouraged to tarry there longer, appl+'q 
himſelf to Husbandry, wherein he was ſo ſucceſsful, that the Land he ſowed 
yielded him a Crop of an Hundred-fold, by which, and God's continual Blefſing 
upon him, he became ſo wealthy and powerful, that Abimelech's Servants gicy 


ther's Servants had digged. Abimelech himſelf was poſſeſs'd with the ſame Jea. 
louſy, and therefore ſpoke to Jaac to withdraw to ſome other Place, becauſe he 
was grown more potent than himſelf, _ | 

Iſaac, as well to ſecure himſelf, as make Abimelech eaſy, departs to the Val. 
ley of Gerara, where he clears the Wells which Abraham had formerly cauſed 
to be digg'd, and the Philiſtines had fill'd up, giving them the ſame Names 
they had before. Here he likewiſe digged a new Well; but a Quarrel hap. 


firming 


us Room, and we ſhall increaſe upon the Earth. | 

Jaac tarried not long here, but went to Beerſbeba, where, the ſame Night 
he arrived, God appeared to him, comforting and incouraging him, and te. 
newed his Promiſe to him, to bleſs him, and, multiply his Seed, for his Ser. 
vant Abraham's ſake. Then J/aac built an Altar there, and worſhipped the 
Lord; and, becauſe he intended to reſide there for ſome Time, he ordered his if 
| Servants to dig a Well; for in thoſe hot and dry Countries Water was very I 


During Jſaac's abade here, Abimelech, reflecting how unkindiy he had treated 
him, and, by the ſurly Carriage of his Servants, forced him to remove, and 
juſtly fearing [aac might reſent it, thought it advifeable, for preventing future 
Animoſities, to make him a Viſit, and try if he could draw him into a League 
of Amity; therefore, taking & Abuzzath, one of his Friends, and }Phico!, hu 


8 #huzzath. The Septuagint moff properly 


- Teem to call this Abuxzath the Paranymph or 


Birdeman of Abimelech ; for the Paranymphs 


were eſteem'd the moſt honourable among 


them, as being next to the Bridegroom, and 
they that always conducted them to the nup- 
tial Bed. The Paranymph among the Per- 
ſians was afterwards the next to the King, and 
was the Perjon that always crown'd him. And 


as ſuch we may ſuppoſe this Abuxxath to have 


been to Abimelech, | 


|| Phicel, This was not that Phicol who 


that thoſe Wells belonged to them, Jaac's People quitted it, calling 
that Well Ek, which ſignifies Contention. They likewiſe digged another Well, 
which was alſo conteſted for, and Jaac call'd it Sitnab, or Hatred. J/aac, grown 
weary of ſuch quarrelſome Neighbours, removed further from them, and then 
digg'd another Well, about which there was no Controverſy, and therefore he 
named it Rebobeth, which is Spaciouſheſs; for now, ſaid he, the Lord hath given 


of Abraham, mentioned Gen. xxi. 22. for that 


very probable, that as Abi melech was the me 


lived with the former Ahimelich in the Dajs 
Was an Hundred Years before. It is therefor 


for King of the Philiſtines, as Cæſgar was i 
the Roman Emperors, and Phar ach for ji 
Kings of Egypt, fo this Word Phicol was ift 
common Name of their Generals, not £40 
tain of the King's Guard, (for that was 4% 
zath's the Paranympb's Poſt) as the oil 
implies, which ſignifies the Face or Has, 4 
a General is of the Forces he comme. 
| Geneiah 
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nal, he went to Jaac at Bearſbeba. Jſaac, to let them know he was ſen- 
ole of the Injuries done him, gave them at firſt but a cold Reception, ask- 
Wo them. whereſore they came to ſee him, whom they had fo uncivilly treated? 
bimclecb, unwilling to revive old Quarrels, addreſſes himſelf, with much Re- 
occt and Friendſhip, to //aac, telling him, that he was convinc'd of the par- 
WF: cular Regard God had for him, and for that Reaſon deſir'd to enter into a 
ze of Friendſhip with him; affuring him, that he was always his Friend, 
ad wiſh'd him well, concluding with the pleaſing Compellation, Thou Bleſſed 
Lord. F 2 ” . 
1 er finding what they aim'd at, and himſelf being of a quiet and peace- 
ble Temper, entertained them with much Reſpect and Liberality; and the 
ext Morning they made a League, and confirm'd it by a mutual Oath 
fer which they took a ſolemn Leave, and parted. Let us now return tb 
,, of whom the Jaſt Act that we have recorded is the ſelling his Birth» 
„ent. The next Thing we find of him is his affliting bis pious Parents with 
Wnodly Marriages. 3-4 
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Eau was now forty Years of Age; never very good, but, ſince the ſlight- 
„og of his Birth-right, much worſe; cho? he could not be ignorant of the Care 
:n 


es Grandfather took, that his Father might not marry into an idolatrous Fa- 
iy; yet nothing would ſerve his Turn, but he muſt take two. Fittites, Fu- 
th and Baſbemath, to be his Wives, which was no ſmall Grief to his Parents. 
and yet natural $ Affection ſo prevail'd with this good Father, that when 
„e was grown old, and his Sight gone, he called his Son Eſau to him, and 
e dvifing him to conſider his Age, and the Uncertainty of his Life, bid him 
ke his Bow and Quiver, and kill him ſome Veniſon, and make him a ſavory 
ich, that he might eat thereof, and give him the Bleſſing appendant to his 


rth-right before he died. Rebecca over-heard what had paſs'd between her 
© WH band and her Son Eſau ; wherefore, as ſoon as Eſau was gone to hunting, 
and e called her Son Jacob to ber; and, having told him waat ſhe heard his Fa- 
7 er ſay to his Brother, firſt injoining him a punctual Obedience to all her 


icctions, ſhe bids him go to the Flock, and fetch from thence two Kids 
he the Goats, and with chem, ſaid ſne, I will make ſuch ſavoury Meat for 

WW {ty Father as he loves, and thou ſhalt bring it to thy Father, that he 
way eat, and bleſs thee before his Death.“ Jacob had gotten the Birth- 
ot already, and knew that the Paternal Bleſſing did uſually attend it, but he 

s fearful that if he ſhould get it by indirect Means, he ſhould loſe the Bleſ- 
s, and get a Curſe inſtead of it. This Fear was improv'd, upon Con ideration 


ein. Good Tſact, ſwayed by an be ſo diſappointed ; therefore being unwilling | 
er. ſond Affection to a diſobedient and rebel- to deal hardly with 1/Jagc, he permitted him 


Ness Son., Would have preferr'd the Order of to be impoſed upon by his Wite and younger 
autre to the divine Will of God, who bad Son, and thereby drawn to that unwittingly, 
Ppeſly declar'd, before E/az and Jatob were which to have done knowingly would have 
on, that the Elder ſhould ſerve the Young- cauſed great Uneaſineſs to him, 5 
But God would not permit his Purpoſe tio 3 
Nums, VIII. 85 
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of the Difference between his Brother's Complexion and his; for Eſau wut . 


the Swell, not only of the Kids Skins, but of the Cloaths he had on, gave h 
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hairy, and he was ſmooth ; ſo that if his Father (to ſupply his Defect of Sig}; i 
by Feeling) ſhould handle them, he might eaſily diſcover the Cheat; and thi; 
he objected to his Mother, who having continually in her Mind the Words 
the divine Oracle (The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, Gen xxv. 23.) with A 
furance anſwered him, Upon me be the Curſe, my Son, only obey ny 
« Voice, and without Delay go fetch me the Kids.“ Jacob, very fenfible c 
his Mother's Tenderneſs towards him, difputed her Will no longer, but ven 
and brought the Kids, of which ſhe made ſuch ſavoury Meat as ſhe knew he 
Husband lov'd; then, dreſſing Facob in Eſau's beſt Cloaths, and, covering b 
Hands and Neck with the hairy. Skins of the Kids, ſhe gave him the Meat h 
carry to his Father; who, as ſoon as he heard Jacob enter the Room, ask 
Who art thou? Jacob anſwer'd, I am Eſau, thy Firſt-born; 1 have done +, 
thou commandeſt me; riſe, and eat of my Veniſon, that thy Soul may bi, 
me. Jac, wondering that he had made ſuch Hafte, ask*d him, how i 
came to paſs that he had taken the Veniſon ſo quickly. Jacob reply*d, b. 
cauſe the Lord + brought it to me. J/aac, not willing to truſt to his Hear. Wiſh: 
ing only, called Jacob to come near him, that he might feel him, and thereby 
know whether he was his very Son Eſau or not. The good old Man, wi" 
he had felt Jacob's Hands, being deceived by the hairy Kids Skins, coud 
not be fure it was Jacob or Eſau, but ſhew'd his Uncertainty, by ſayng, WR 
The. Voice is Jacob's Voice, but the Hands are the Hands of Eſau, Having 10. 
thing therefore but his Son's Veracity to depend upon, he put the Quito 
more home to him, Art thou my very Son Eſau? To which Jacob moi 
readily than truly anſwering, FI am, the good old Man urged no further, bu 
taking him indeed for Eſau, bid him bring the Meat, that he might eat of i, 
and bleſs him. Jaac, having eat of the Veniſon, and drank Wine, calls ki 
Son to come near, and kiſs him; which, when Jacob did, his Father ſmellig 


2 7 am, It's probable he meant, that he 
did repreſent Eſau, or ſtood in the Place of 
F/au the Firſt-born, by Virtue of the Pur- 
chaſe he had made of the Primogeniture or 
Birth-right- of his Brother. „„ 

1 Brought. Some will be apt to think that 
this. impoſing upon Jaac's Blindneis was in- 
excuſable in F#cob : but let ſuch conſider, that 
the Bleſſing being due to the eldeſt Son, and 


Jacob having bought his Brother's Birth, 


right, the Bleſſing (which E/au. had deſpiſed 
in deſpiſing his Birth-right) was due to him; 
and as for the Lie which they charge upon 
Jacob laying, The Lord brought the Veni 
Jn to. dim, it's highly probable he meant, that 
the Lord had put that Invention or Contti- 


vance of the Kids into his Mother's Min; | 
and by her had brought it to him. I 
$ Fam. But tho hitherto. Face> ma 


ſeem excuſable upon the Right of Pcimoyeni-i 


ture fairly transferr'd to him by Bargain; je 

here he is guilty of a poſitive Lie. And tho ic 
he obtained the Bleſſing by ſuch Ways (Wir 
Means, as if they may be excuſed in him, Uu 
he in uſing them, on the Account th::i Gol: | 
had appointed the Bleſſing to him; ye: i171 AY: 

are not to be imitated, or drawn into Exit: 
ple by any other: Which they ought welle 
conſider, who propoſe the whole Scripture aid 


every Part thereof without DiſtinRion, oi 


ſtanding Rule of both Faith and Practice to al 
Believers in all Times. 3 
Bleſſigg 


8 


J 
9 


I Blefiing to Jacob in this Manner; „ Behold, the Smell of my Son is as the 
WW Smell of a Field which the Lord hath bleſſed; therefore God give thee the 
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le ſto the Hebrews, Ch. xii, 16, 17. took that they might befal him. To 


| olice of this, where having branded Eſau ſaid, God give thee of the Dew of Hea- 
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Dew of Heaven, and the Fatneſs of the Earth, and Plenty of Corn: and 
Let People ferve hee, and Nations bow down to thee. Be Lord 
* over thy Brethren, and let thy Mother's Sons bow down to thee 3. curſed 
be every one that curſeth thee; and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth thee.““ 


5 was no ſooner gone from his Father, but E/au came in, bringing his Fa- 
ber che Veniſon dreſs'd, and ſaid to him, Arife, my Father, and eat of thy 
8 Son's Veniſon, that thy Soul may 
order, haſtily ask*d, who art thou? To which E/au replying, I am thy Son, 
Sy Firſt-born, Eſau; a very great Trembling ſciz'd Jaac, ſo that he call'd out, 
Who, and where is he that hath taken Veniſon and-brought. it me, and I have 
eaten of all before thou cameſt, and have bleſſed him?“ And, being by this 
= 
_ be bleſſ:d.” 
be. 
car. al 
by Wl 
ven 
yo rcverſe the Bleſſing given to. his Brother, ſaid to his Father, Haſt thou 
' 1112, 
f ut he had emptied the choiceſt of his Store upon Jacob, ſaying, ** I have 
made him thy 


bleſs me.“ Jaac, in great Surprize and 


ime ſenſible of a Divine ordering Hand therein, added, ** Yea, and he ſhall 
Eſau, hearing this, cried out, and, in much Confuſion, ſaid 
o his Father, ** Bleſs me, even me alſo, O my Father.“ DFaac, to excuſe 
zimſelf for having given the Bleſſing from him, told him, That his Brother 
dad deceived him, and got the Blefling from him. &/az complain'd, that his 
Srother had ſupplanted him; and, having no. Hopes to prevail with his Father: 
not reſerve] a Bleſſing for me?” Jſaac wanted not Good-will ro E/ar ; 
Lord, and all his Brethren have I given to him tor Servants, 
and have wiſh'd him Plenty. of Corn and Wine ; and what ſhall I now do 


= unto thee, my Son? Alas! ſaid Eſau, haſt thou but one Bleſſing ? Bleſs 
me, even me, O my Father.” 
=: | wept alſo. | 
mewhat pacify him, and. do as. well for him as he could, tells him,“ * Thy 


At which Words he not only cried out, 
Jſaac, moved with Compaſſion for E/au, that he might 


„ Dwelling. 


Meßpt. Long after, the- Author of the E- what would befal him, than an Apprecation - 
Jacob it was 


th Prophaneneſs in deſpiſing his Birth right, „ ven and the Fatneſs of the Earth, Cc.“ 


| 2 id ſelling it for a Morſel of Meat, he cfer- But to Eſau. Thy Dwelling-Place- {hall 
ad ee that, when afterwards he would have in- „ be in the Fatneſs of the Earth, Sc. And 
ted the Bleſſing, he was rejected: For whereas Power and Sovereignty, not only o- 


ougb he forght it careſully and with Tears, ver E/au and his Poſterity, but more generally 


be found no Place of Repentance in bis 
er: Neither Prayers nor Tears could pre- 
Wo with Jaac to revoke the Bleſſing he 
WW by Divine Appointment given to Facet, 
7 2 bleſs'd him, ſaid he, yea- and he hal) be 


et the 
Exams 
61100 
re and 
z fork 1 | 
c 101 * Dibelling, r. This which is here 
a ld to Eſau looks more like a Prediction of 
eig : 


over People and Nations, is wiſhed to Facet ;.: 
Eſau is told, that he ſhould live by his Swo:d. 
(which is but an unquiet, uneaſy, and unſafe, 
Cuutfe'of Life) and ſhould ſerve his Brother; 
which muſt needs grate hard o £/au's haugh- 

ty Temper. Only for his Comfort it is pro- 
phetically added, that he in his Poſterity ſhould : 

at one Time or other have a Domanion alfo x;, | 
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„ Dwelling ſhall be in the Fatneſs of the Earth, and thou ſhalr' have Ml 
„ the Dew of Heaven above; thou ſhalt live by thy Sword, and ſhalt b 
% ſubject to thy Brother; but the Time will come when thou ſhalt ſhake 05 
Efau had conceived ſuch Hatred againſt his Brother for depriving him g 
the Bleſſing, that he reſolved to be reveng'd; and, ſuppoſing his Father c 
not live long, intended, as ſoon as he was dead, to murder him. Rebe 
being appriz*'d of Eſau's unnatural Deſign upon her favourite Son, acquain: 
Jacob with his Brother's Threats, and adviſes him to make a Viſit to his Une 
. Laban, at Haran, and ſtay there 'till his Brother's Rage might be appea cs, 
which, when ſhe had obſerv'd, ſhe would ſend for him home again. 7) 
who was of a mild, and perhaps feartul Dilpoſition, knowing Eſau's ruzc:(ÞY 
Temper, was very willing to comply with his Mother's Propoſal, but not | 
go without his Father*s Conſent, which he very much doubted. But Re 
manag'd that Matter cunningly enough; for, taking an Opportunity, ſhe po 
tickly complains of the Uneaſineſs ſhe was under upon the Account of THπA 
. Hiitite Wives, urging her Fear, leſt his Example ſhould influence Facob to do 1: 
like. Jaac knew not the Drift of this Complaint, but, being a pious W 
and knowing that the Promiſe made to Abraham, and renewed to him, vw: 
to be compleated in the the Iſſue of Jacob, and, being careful that he hon 
not corrupt his Blood, by mixing with any of thoſe Nations which were i 
be deftroyed, forthwith call'd Jacob to him, and, with his Bleſſing, - gave 
a ſtrict Charge that he ſhould nut take a Wife of the Daughters of C, 
but to- go to Padan-aram, to the Houſe of Bethuel, his Mother's Father, nM 
from thence take him a Wife of the Daughters of Laban, his Mother's B. 
ther. And, to incourage him, he ſaid, God Almighty bleſs thee, and ma 
„ thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou may'ſt become a Father of a 
People; may he beſtow on thee, and thy Race, the Bleſſings promiſcd u 
« Abraham, that thou may'ſt poſſeſs the Land thou art now in as a Strange, 
and which he promiſed to thy Grand-father,”* This Contrivance ſo luck 
Aucceeding, J/aac diſpatches his Son away immediately, who according|y (M 


Hut for Padan- aram. | Z 
Eau underſtanding that his Father had confirmed the Bleſſing to his BOA 
ther, and ſent him to Paddmaram, to take a Wife there, with a ſtrict Probi 
tion not to marry any Canaanitiſo Woman, and that Jacob, in Obedience to H 
Parents, was gone; reflecting likewiſe with himſelf, that his Father was dd, 
Pleaſed with him, for having taken thoſe Hittite Wives, who were of Canaani 
Families, and thinking to re-ingratiate himſelf with his Father, he went aut 
took Mahalath, his Uncle 1&mael's Daughter, to be his Wife; which mende 
the Matter but little. ed 5 l 


and that then they ſhould break his Brother's 2 Kings xx, 22. but not compleated ti KA 
Yoke from off their Necks : Which was be» Herod's Time, who was an £omite. 
Sun and attempted in King , Foram's Time, | 
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Jacob departing from Beer ſheba, made. the beſt of his Way to, Haran, hut, 
Wing benighted, he was forc'd to take up his Lodging in the open Air, 

where the ſpangled Sky was his Canopy,” and a hard Stone his Pillow. Whilſt 
e gept, he dream'd he ſaw a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, the Top of which 
eech'd to Heaven, and upon it were Angels aſcending and deſcending ; above 
=: {ood the Lord, and ſaid to him, I am the Lord God of Abraham and of 
= //aac ; I will give the Land whereon thou lieſt to thee and to thy Iſſue; which 
Ws: [all be as numerous as the Duſt of the Earth, and extend to all Parts 
WF of ic; and all Nations ſhall be bleſs'd in thy Poſterity. I will be thy 
Guide whereſoevyer thou ſhalt ge, I will bring thee back into this Country, 
and will not forſake thee, but perform all that I have promis'd.” This 
DD; cm made ſo great an Impreffion on Jacob, that, when he wak'd, paying 
=: awful Reverence to the Place where he had reſted, he ſaid,” ſurely the 
Nord is in this Place, and I did not know it. This, in all Probability, was 
Dee firſt Time that God had ſo immediately . appeared to him; and which 
WE #:tcd him with ſuch a religious Fear, that os 
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oly Rapture he ſaid, How 
venerable is this Place! 1 his is the Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heaven.“ 
ben, getting up, he took the Stone on which he had ſlept, and fer it up 
era Monument ot God's, Love to him, in to eminently appearing and con- 
ming his gracious Promiſes, and as a Mark to know the Place by, whenever 
e ſhould come that Way again. Having ſet up the Stone, he poured ® Oil 
oer it; and, in pious Commemoration of the heavenly Viſion which he ſaw. 
ce, this Place, which before was called Luz, he now calls'+ Bethel, that is, 
Ie Houſe of God. But, before he went from hence, he took his Leave in 4 
cry ſolemn Manner, for repeating, fome Part of what the Lord had ſaid to 
im, be made a Vow, the more ſtrongly to bind himſelf to God's Service, 
WW: ying, © If God will be with me, and direct me in my Journey, and will 
give me Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on; ſo that I come again to 
ny Father's Houſe in Peace; then ſhall the Lord be my God; and this 


r 


0. This being the firſt Mention we when Jatob returning from Padan-aram to 
e of Oi, either as to the Uſe, Nature or this Place again, . poured out Oil upon a Pil. 


ame: of it; it ſeemes more reafonable' to lar then, as he had done now) until God in 


onſecration, and that rather by divine In- 


minton or Example from either his Fa- 


e For if either Abraham or Iſaac had 


named till now, or aſtet this (except once, 


15 ppoſe, that be uſed: it here (and ſo aſter- the Law appointed the Uſe of it in Conſe- 
ads Cen. XxxV. 14.) by Way of religious 


net and Tegfet. Duection from God, than and 
| ice of Medi atorſpip, with Fulne/s of the H 
er or his Grand-father ; which ſome think Go. Secondly, That the Anainting Af #6 „ 


ed Oil in any of their religious Performan- 
may well be thought there would have 
en ſome Mention made of it before, as well 
= 0; whereas I do not find it ſo much 


1 2 1 . 42 * * * 1 # + 4 
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crations; Offerings, c. F hich Ceremony (ſays 


one) ſignified thiſe Two Things. Firſt, That 


Ghri/t was anointed and conſecrated u his *#> 


vice, acceptable- to God. 


k * 


+ Bethel, It is the very Place where af- 


* Þ 


terwards was built the Town of that Name, 


of the Tribe of Benjamin, on the Borders of __ 
1 e 


the Tribe of Apbraim. 
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Stone which T have fet up for a Pillar ſhall be God's $ Houſe; and of au 
that thou ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give the |} Tench unco thee,” b 
Having thus perform'd his Devotions, he proceeded chearfully on his Jour. 
ney, till he came to Haran; and, being near the Town, Ke met with Flock; 
and, Shepherds. near a Stone Well. He. ask*d them, whether they knew Laban Milo: 
the Son of Naber; they told him, they did, that he was in good Health, a»; 
that his Daughter Rachel would ſoon be there with her Flock. She came then 
in a ſhort Time after this Diſcourſe,, and Jacab very obligingly rolled away tie 
Stone from the Well's Mouth, and water'd her Sheep for her; which done, 
he told her who he was, and, ſaluting her with a Kiſs, he wept for Joy. 
Rachel, leaving Jacob at the Well, made haſte to tell her Father whom 4; iſ 

had met; who, hearing of the Arrival of his Siſter's Son, in joyful Hate i 
ran our to meet him; and, having imbraced and kifled him, he brought hin Min: 
Home with him; to whom Jacob gave an Account of the Occaſion of his com 
ing from home, and of the Viſion he had feen by the Way; by which I 
han found that his Nephew had not misbehaved himſelf at home, or left his 
Parents without their Conſent and Direction, tho“ he came fo bare and unat. ei 
tended. Beſides, it was neceffary for Jacob to let Laban ſee, that he was un Mio 
der the immediate Protection and Care of Providence. Laban, having head 
theſe. Things, acknowledges him to be his near Kinſman, and gave him a kind 
Reception; and Jacob, to let his Uncle ſee he was not uſed to an idle, uſe! WW 
Courſe: of Life, enters himſelf in the Buſineſs of the Family, as incending u 
make fome Stay there; which, when Laban ſaw, he took an Opportunity 6 
diſcourſe his Nephew, and let him know, that he did not expect, nor think WF 
It, reaſonable he ſhould ſerve him for nothing; therefore he deſired hin u 
name what Wages he would have. The lovely Shepherdeſs, at the firſt In. 
_ terview, had fir'd Facob's Heart, and her he names as a Reward of ſeven Van 
Service. Laban readily conſented, and Jacob immediately enters upon lis 
feven Years, which his Fondneſs tor Rachel made ſhort, | . 
The Time being expired, Jacob demanded his Wife; upon which Taba 
ſolemnized the Nuptials publickly, inviting his Friends and Neighbours ; bu 
being deſirous of detaining Jacob in his Service for a longer Time, he put 
very unfair Trick upon him; for, in the Evening, he took Leab, and brought 
her to Facab's ® Bed inſtead of Rachael. Jacob the next Morning finding de 
8 Houſe. That is, in the Place where F with himng and poured a Drink- Offering, an 
have fet up this Pillar will I worſhip God, Oil thereon, at his return from Padan-uron, 
I Tenth. This is the Second mention of Gen. xxxv. 7, 14, | 
Tythes or Tenths, and the firſt Vow concern= * Ped. It was the Cuſtom of the Coun 
ing them, made voluntarily and expreſs'd'in- try that the Bride on Pretence of Modeſty 
the Terms of giving them to God. How, ſhould be cover'd with a Veil when ſhe vi 
or when it was perform'd is not expreſſ d, brouht to the Bridegroom : By which meat 
unlets it were by an Offering unto God, when Jacob was impoſed upon by Laban, and could 
Jacob built an Altar at Blbethel,.and-fet up not diſcern that it was Leab- till the nen 
& Pilar in the Place where God had talked Morning. | 
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1 AE hear, complained” to his Father-in-Law, who put it off with a very fletider 
" WF :co{c, alledging, thar ir was not the Cuſtom of that Country to give the 
ur. ounger in Marriage before the Elder. This was but a poor Excuſe indeed 3 
cher Zaban, who had all along obferved Jacob's Fondneſs for Rachel, knew he 
old bring Him to any Terms, tho? never fo unreaſonable; which made Rinr 
emand another ſeven Years Service for his younger Daughter, though at the 
ve Time he was afraid Jacob, in Refentment of the done him, fhould throw 
Sf 7:5, and not receive her for his Wife; wherefore he intreats him to fulfil 
cr + Week 3 And then, faid he, & 1 will give thee' this alfo, for the Ser- 


, 


one LY 
Toy, vice which thou ſhalt ferve with me feven other Tears.“ Jacob conſent- 
ſhe ig to Zabar's Propofal, fulfill'd Leab's Week, and then married and bedded 
(ate RR ac bet, of whom he was ſo fond, that he | flighted Leab; but God pity ing her, 


hin rade her fruitful, and reftrained Rachad from hearing; fo that Zeab had four 
om. ons, viz. Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Fudah, before Rachel had one. This 
Li Wis a great Trouble to Kachel, which in a ſhort Time broke off all Family 
t his onverſation between them, and at laſt improv'd to real Enmity. . Rachel, 
nat. eing blinded with her two earneſt Deſire of Children, imputes her Barrenneſs 
; un. her Husband, and vents her Diſcontent in a very unadviſed and. paſſionate 
\card WE-xprefiiun, ſaying, ©* Give me Children, or I die.” Jacob was always very 
kind nd of her, but, like a prudent Man, his Judgment got the Aſcendant ok 
ſeleß is Affection; and, tho? he was naturally of a mild Temper, yer thefe raſh”. 
2 0 conũderate Words of Rachel incens'd him to that Degree, that he could not 
ty to pr bcar giving her this ſmart, tho? ſhort Reproof; Am I in God's Stead, . 
think AF i be, who hath made thee: barren ?. : 5 
r: 10 Kacbel, thus rebuk'd, and brought. to 2 Senſe of her Folly, began to- 
| h. ink with herſelf of another Way to ſupply this Defect of Nature, as ſhe 
Vea WP ought, by having Recourſe to her Grand- mother Sarah's Stratagem; and 


2 us > 


Veel. Or Seven Days, which Time Twenty Years, (Gen. xxxi; 28. and 4t.) yer 
Labm cording to the Cuſtom of thoſe Countries it is plain at the End of the Fourteench Vear 
- bu dedicated to the nuptial Solemnities. And Jareb propos d to part, and return home, But 
1 this fulfilling Leab's Week was intended, Rachel had born Jeſeph before that; (Gen- 
P 1 5 ee fould openly acknowledge her for xxx. 25.) and befides, ſhe had been a barren 
dun Bs Wie, which Laban feem'd to doubt: And Wife a good while before ſhe bore Joſeph ;: . 
g tis we End of the Week ſhould marry and and had two Sons by her Maid Bilhah, be- 
Kachel. Though by the Word Wee fore ſhe conceived Foſoph; all which could 
ag, and eie, ſome underſtand a Niet of - Years, or not have been, if ſhe had not been married 
ram ren Years: And to fulfil her Week, he before the End of his ſecond Seven Years. 
do ſerve the other Seven Years for Rachel & I will give, &c. Some will have this, 
Cour e Wards. Some old Zngli Verfions ren- we will give; that is, I, and my Wife and 
Aodely re do; but the LXX is otherwiſe, for it Friends: But the LXX fay, F wil give. 
ſhe v Polilively there a Niet, at the End of which | Sighted. Our Verſion renders this Bae; 
\ meals BE Wis to have Rachel, and ſerve Seven Years but it ſhould have been confider'd; that the. 
d eo, ber afterwards, And this appears to be Word which is render'd to hate, does alſo: - 
je next e fight Senſe of the Place by the Order of fignifv te bus leſt, or tale leſs Care of a2 
Story: For cho Jacob lived with Laban Thing, and not to wiſh or do it any Harm. 
Cheat, 5 c | ; therefore: Oo 


. 
1 


* 7 + EA Rd 
= 
= 
5 
* 


tali. Leab imitates her Siſter's Policy, becauſe ſhe thought herſelf to have on 


Childing, and gave her Husband her Maid.Zi/pah to Wife, who had two Son, 


which ſhe called Gad and Aſer. 


By this Time Reuben was grown up bi 
Fields; where, as he was one Day wandering, he found ſome pretty * Flower, 
which he brought home to his Mother. Rachel ſeeing them, had a great Dell 
to have them, and pray d her Siſter to give her ſome of them. Leab, thinkin 


* Flowers. What theſe Flowers. were is 
- undeterminable, they are render'd Mandrakes, 


which is an Herb, whoſe Root is ſaid to 
have the Likeneſs of a Man. But ſome Cri- 
ticks give Reaſons to ſhew theſe *cculd not 
be the ſame. However, it is certain, that 


whatever they were, the Verſions could not 


have choſen a more improper Word than 
„ That of Mandrates, to expreſs the Hebrew 
Word Dudaim, Gen. xxx. 14, 15. For the 
Mandrakes have nothing in them wich 
ſhould render them ſo paſſionately deſireable, 


either as to Smell, Taſte, or Vertue: Whe- 
ther we ſuppoſe that Rachel deſit d them to 


ſatisfy ber Hunger, according o Jene 


or whether we ſuppoſe with ſome Rabbies, 
that he was to. make a Philtre or Love Drink 
of them; or to help her to have Children; 


or, with others, that ſhe defir'd them only for 
the Smell: For it is an ill ſcented, ſtinking 
Fruit, of a cold Quality, ſtupifying and poi- 


ſonous; and all that is alledg'd to the con- 
trary, evidently falſe and fabulous as Autoninus 
Deyſingius has proved. But it is not in the leaſt 


probable, that Rache! was under a Neceſſity 


of deſiring a Fruit which the Shepherds could 


ſccarcely eat in the Fields, when they could 
ind nothing elſe; not that ſhe ſtood in need 
ct any Thing to make her balov'd of her 


Husband, who gave her Marks of the moſt 
tender Affection. Beſides that Ledb, who 
was in "Compariſon delpis'd . would 

not have parted with it to 
been proper to beget Lom. Nay, the 


„ 7 
Vs S 1 " I. 


g enou h to be truſted by himſelf in th 


* ime, is which Kauben found this Dudain, 
to eat them, nor that they were Mandratn 
of Wheat Harveſt, that is the End of n 
of their -Harveft in Paleſline, and in whic 
producing their Fruit till Autumn. This hu 
Word by thoſe of fine and lovely Flow eri, al 
ſome Rabbies by that of Yiolets and Fe 
which agrees pretty well with: the. T med 
the Spouſe in the Canticles. Others think thi 


is of a moſt agreeable Beauty and Smell, at 


' hard. to gueſs at, tho” it may reaſonably 8 


achel, had it 


CV Y 


give 
her. 


does not ſuffer us to believe that ſhe deſi! 
For it is obſerv'd, that it was in the Dit 
or Beginning of May, which was the Tine 
the Mandrakes only did begin to bud, nl = 


obliged Junius, Tremellius, Wc. to rendet thi 


which Moſes ſpeaks, and to the Expreſſion d 
this Word denotes the Lilly; which in 97 


this ſeems to be with ſome the true Sigal 
cation of it: But then Rachel needed m6 
to have been ſo deſitous of having them fro 
Reuben, if they had been ſo common 2 
grow in the Fields. In fine, it is molt po 
bable they were Flowers, but what ooft 


ſuppoſed very ſcarce, other wiſe confiering i 
Difference between Leab and Rachel, the ll 
ter would have gone or ſent for them, ral 
then have been beholden to the Son of l 
Rival. That Which renders this D Hef 
more unſolvable, is the rare Mention oi 
Word Dudaim, it being no where made * 
of in the Holy Scriptures, but here and! 
Canticles Vit. 13. RG 


Nach 
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che! bad too great à Share in her Husband's Affection, and forgetting that 


N 9 


Sister, not herſelf, was Jacob's Choice, anſwers her ſomewhat churliſhly, 


om me, 
| Rachel might have re- 
ind to the Flowers, ſhe would not contend, 


Is it not enough, /aid ſbe, that you have taken my Husband 
but you muſt take away my Son's Flowers too?“ 14 
ted ſharply; but, having a 


WW: propos'd- an Agreement Jacob, in courſe, was that Night to have been 


ache's Bed-fellow z therefore ſhe tells her Siſter, that, if ſhe will give her 
me of the Flowers, ſhe ſhall enjoy her Husband's Company that Night, 


b likes the Propoſal, and they agree — it; and Leab, to make ſure 


him, went out in the Evening to meet Jacob at his Return from the Field; 
d, having acquainted him with the Terms of their Agreement, invites him 
her Apirtment, and had his Company that Night. TE hr es 
Leab, who, but a little before, thought ſhe had done Childing, conceived 


; ain, and brought forth her fifth Son, whom ſhe named 7/achar, becauſe he 
che Fruit of her Hire. After that, conceiving again, ſhe had a ſikth 
Wn, whom ſhe named Zebulun; and, at laſt, ſhe bare Jacob, the only Daughtec 


read he had, whoſe Name was Dina. f 
Hitherto Rachel had no Iſſue of her own Body; but now it pleaſed God 
remember her; and having, by long Barrenneſs, corre&ed her inordinate 


fire of Children, he at length hearken'd to her Requeit, and bleſſed her with 


on; upon which, rejoicing that God had taken away her + Reproach, and, 


acting that the Lord would give her another Son, ſhe called the Name 
this Boy Foſepb 3 ſoon after whoſe Birth Jacob, having ſerved his laſt ſeven 
ars, began to entertain Thoughts of returning to his own Country; there- 


| e, putting Laban in mind, that the Time for which he had contracted to 


7e him was now expired, he deſired him to deliver him his Wives and 
dren, and ſend him away. This was very diſagreeable Diſcourſe to Laban ; 


Wo acknowledging the great Advantages he had received from Jacob's Service, 


that he was ſenſible the Lord had bleſſed him for his ſake, he earneſtly 


Wortun'd him to tarry ſtill with him, offering him at the ſame Time what 
es he would ask. Jacob was as ſenſible of the Benefits of his Service as 


han, and valued. himielf upon them, telling him how, by the Bleſſing of 


upon his careful Management, his little Flock was increas'd to a Mul- 
We, within 


many Children, for whom it was Time to make ſome Proviſion, and 


g him to conſider how his own Family was increas'd, havin 


ſelote inſiſted upon his Return to his own Country. Laban could not hear 
parting, and therefore preſſes him to ſtay, offering him his own Terms. 
o, over-come by Laban's Importunity, told him, he ſhould give him no- 


3 but, if he approved of the Terms he ſhould offer, he would continue 
Ws Service, The Terms were theſe 3 they ſhould paſs thro? che whole Flock, 


oi Sheep and Goats, and, ſeparating the ſpeckled Cattle trom the white, 


Reproach, 80 Barrenneis was then ac- God's Bleſſing, who ſaid; Increaſe and mul- 
led; and becauſe Fruitſulneſs came of _ Tiply, Barrenneſs was accounted a Curie, 
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white Fleck, which he was to keep, ſhabld be his Hire. Laban tea iy og 
wich theſe Conditions, and, accotdingſy they parted the Flocks, delivering 1 


the lame Time, to leflen that. of Laban for his Covetouſneſs. Fab tay 


Viſion, obliged him to do but, before he put this in Execution, he rhougir 
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bis deform's Daughtur Laab inſtead of the Faceb. 
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and then whatſvever ſpotted or brown Cattle ſhould. be produc'd out of 1 


ſpotted Cattle to Laban's Sons, and the reſt ro Jacob to keep 3, and Laban, ty 
e prevent any Intercourſe between them, ſet them three Days Journg 
aſunder. % VC 

The Flocks being thus diſpoſed, the & Divine Wiſlom,. by in gh 
Jacob's Underſtanding, put him in a Way to improve his own Stock, and, 


T wigs: of green Poplar, Heſcl,, and Cheſnut-Trees, and, pecling off the Ring 
in Strakes, made the White ta appear in the T wigs, which he placed in g 
Watering- Traughs, when the Cattle; came to drink in Ramming-time, thy 
ſeeing the ſpeckled Twigs, conceived, and brought forth ſpeckled Carty 
besides, he took ſpeeial Care to lay the Twigs, before the luſtieſt and {irongd 
Cartle ; but befare the weak and feeble. he did nat lay any; by which An 
fice he procured to. himſelf not only the greater Number, but the abheſt az 
ſtrongeſt. Laban, envying Facab's Proſperity, repented of bis Bargain, and { 
veral times altered the Agreement, which God ſtill turned to Jacob's Adv 
tage. And now Jacob, having been twenty Years. in Laban's Service, he liy 
dened to over-hear his Brothers-in-Law, Zaben's Sons, grumbling. and co 
Plaining, that he had raifed himſelt a fair Eſtate. out of. chew Fortunes; a 
having obſer v'd for ſome Time Zaban's Coolneis and Indifference, he beg hee 
to think of leaving him, and return to his Father's: Houſe, which God, nl 


adviſcable to conſult his Wives, and to draw them to Conſent to go along vil 
him; and, fending for them both into the Field, chat he might with the mol 
Freedom and Privacy diſcourſe with them, he communicated his whole Des 
to them; telling them, he had obſerv'd, that their Father's Carriage of lately 
wands him was very much chang'd, tho? he knew not for what Cauſe; 
he appeal'd to them concerning his Fidelity and Diligence, and their Fach 


unfair Dealing towards him, in deceiving him, and changing his ages 


often; but God had turned all. their Father's Contrivances againſt bim o ee 
Advantage, and had taken away their Father's Cattle, and given them to ji 


Then he told chem, the Lord had lately appeared to him, and put him N 


8 Divina Wiſdom. Here is a Reward of beautiful Rachel; and how out of a core 
Jars Dependence on Providence for bis Defire. to ferve. himſelf upon bim, bel 

Vages, for he had found fo much Fraud in contriv'd Ways to detain him in bis Se 
his .Father-in-Law's Dealing, that he had lit- Now therefore God takes from Labem! 
tle Reaſon to truſt to his Honeſty. And in Riches he bad before given him for J 
the ſame Inſtance God remember'd Laban's ſake, and beſtows them upon Facob: Al 
unrighteous Dealing with Jacob, how he de- that in ſuch a Manner, as Laban could 
ceived. him in his fitſt Marriage, giving him ther help himſelf, nor: juſtly find fault Wi 
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lind of the Vow: he had made at Bethel, in his Paſſage from Cannan.thither 
{ which he had formerly given them an Account at his firſt Coming) and 
it the Lord had now commanded him to return to the Land of his Kindred. 
lis Wives having heard him very attentively, declar'd themſclves of his 
pinion concerning their Father, and conſented to go with him, deliring him 
ſer out when he pleas'd, and they would attend him. Jacob therefore 
cparing all Things for bis Journey, mounting bis Wives and Children upon 
.mels, let forward with all his Cattle and Goods which he had gotten” in 
iran, taking the Advantage of his Father-in-Law's Abſence, who was at that 
ime gone to ſhear his Sheep, which likewiſe gave Rachel Opportunity to ſteal 
d carry away his | Teraphim. Jacob paſſes the River Euphrates, and makes 
Mount Gilead; and, tho* he had the Advantage of three Days before 
jan purſu'd him, yet in ſeven Days Time Laban came up with him, 
At his firſt ſetting out after Jacob, no Doubt, Laban purſu'd him with a 
ind whetted with Revenge; but God, in a Dream by Night, charged him 
t ſo much as te ſpeak roughly to Jacob. Therefore the next Morning when: 
with his Kindred came ro ſpeak with Jacob, he in ſoft and quiet Words 
poſtulated with him the Unhandſomeneſs of the Action in ſo fhly ſtealing 
ay from him, carrying his Daughters away like Captives, and not ſuffering 
to take Leave of them or their Children, and to fend them away with 
Equipage becoming their Rank; telling him, it was very unadviſedly done 
him to give fuch a Pravocation, conſidering it was in his Power to have 
de him hurt; nay, he plainly hinted he would have done it, had not Ged! 
peared to him, and laid a Reſtraint upon him. But Laban did not only 
de Jacob tor his Unkindneſs, but charg'd him with Theft, ſaying, Tho” 
thou hadſt ever ſo great a Pcfire to return to thy Facher's Houſe, yet why 
didit chou ſteal my Terapbim? 


Terohim. The Word Teraph fignifieth dies before it, and waryhiped. With ſuch La- 
general the compleat Image of a Man, ban ſpake, ſay they. But without Controverſy: 


dm, Xix. 13. Mote particularly it {iz- the Teraphim which Michal put into the Bed, 
Kh an Idol or Image made for Man's p:i- i Sam. xix. 13. wWwes a Compleat Statute or 
e Uſe in their-own Houſes; ſo that theſe Image of a Man, The Uſe of theſe Images 
boes ſerm to have been their Houſhold was to confult with them as with Oracles, 
s; /herefore haſt thou ſiole my Geds © concerning Things unknown for the preſent, 
| Terathim Gen. xxxi. 30. And the Man or luture. To this purpoſe they were made 
ah had an Houſe of Gods, and made an by Aſtrologers under certain Conſtellations, 
pid and Teraphim, Judg. xvii. 5, The capable of heavenly Influences, whereby they 
bher how theſe Images were made, is were cnabled to ſpeak, The Teraphim have 
uy conceited among the Rabbies; They Jpoken Vanity, Zach. x. 2. And among, o- 
ia Han that was. a Firſt. born Son, and ther Reaſons, why Rachel ſtole away her Fa- 
ng of bi, Heod, and ſeaſoned it with Salt ther's Images, this is thought to be one, that 
Vicer, and wrote upon a Plate of Gold Labun might not by conſulting with theſe. 
Name. of an unclean Spirit, and put it un- Images diſcover what Way 7 acob took in bis 
ts Head upon 4 Hall, aud lightea Cau- Flight. 7 7 


Jacob 


: 7 PS Jr * 


56 4 Compleat HISTORY Bock 
Facob excus'd his clandeſtine Departure from Laban, by telling him, he g 
afraid that if he had acquainted him with his Purpoſe, he would forcii); n 
detained his Daughters; but, as to the Theft (not knowing that Rachel hn 
ſtolen the Teraphim) he warmly reply'd, With whomſoever thou findeſt ji 
LFLerapbim, let him not live.” And, to vindicate his Innocency, he til 
Laban ſearch his Goods in the Pieſence of his Friends; and, if he could 
any Thing of his, he might take it. Upon this Laban ſearch'd the Ten:, g 
Jacob, Leab, and the two Handmaids; and not finding what he look'd % 
| went into Rachel's Tent. Rachel was hardly put to it, for ſhe very well knen 
that it che Idols ſhould be found in her Cuſtody, boch her Father, and hs 
Huſband would: be higbly offended with her. She had but juſt Tims, whit 
Laban was ſcarching the other Tents, to contrive how to -conceal them, hig 
ſhe did by putting them into the Camel's Furniture, and having {ct he: { 
down upon them, Laban enters the Tent; whereupon keeping her Scat, ( 
begg'd his Paidon for not riſing to ſalute him, alledging for Excuſe, that 1 
Cuſtom of Women was upon her. Lahan, in point of Modeſty, deſiſts frog 
any farther Search, not ſuſpe&tmg the Trick his Daughter put upon him; u 
on which Jacob very ſharply reproached him tor his unjuſt ' Suſpicion, appeal 
ing to Laban's Friends to judge between them. The recounting the long 9 
vitude he had held him in, his Faithtulneſs, Care and Diligence in his Servic 
the Hardſhips he had undergone therein both by Day and Night, and the ha 
and unequal Terms he had held him to all along, he concluded thus; * 
** Cept the God of my Father had been with me, ſurely thou had(ſl ſent my 
away empty: But God hath ſeen my Affliction, and the Labour of mix 
Hands, and rebuked thee yeſternight. ' ee 

This Charge of Jacob's was ſo juſt, that Laban could make no Defing 
for himſelf ; and therefore he thought beſt to let fall the Debate; and, chin 
ing his Reſentment to a Fit of Fondneſs, calls Jacob, his Wives, Child 
and all that he had his, and pretending, for that Reaſon, he would not hut 
them, leſt therem he ſhould hurt himie!f, he propoſed a Covenant ot Peat 
between them, which they did, by erecting a Villar, or Heap of Stones, for 

Memorandum of it, and they took an Oath of each other, that neither of tha 
ſhould invade the other, and that Jacob ſhould not miſuſe his Wives. Alt 
this, Jacob gave them an Entertainment, and next Morning Laban having it 
brac'd his Daughters, and their Children, returned home. 

This Rencounter had not a little ruMed Jacob's mild Diſpoſitien, and thet 
fore God, to comiort and confirm him in an Aſſurance of the Divine Prot 
 -Etion, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſend his“ Angels, who met him on the Way 

which Facob eſpying, he ſaid, Ttiis is God's Hoſt. MW. : 


Angeli. Interpreters conclude theſe to be the Guardian Angel of Canaan with his Con 
two Hof; or Armies of Angels; whereof one pany received him into their Care. And 
was that of the Guardian Angel of Meſopota- is inſerr'd from the Neceſſity of Farul's| 
mia, Who with his Company conducted Ja- ing expos'd to the dangerous Teacher)! 
cap laicly to the Confines oi Cauaan; where Laban, and the Cruelty of Eſau, — 

WINS | Provide 


vidence more particuarly careful of Jacob, 
Whum the Promiſes were made. But con- 


te is probable Ground for this Conjecture 
the Interpreters and others. 
Promi“ d. See Gen. xxvii. 45. 

Lord. Since LJiaac by divine Direction 
made Jacob Lord over Eſau, it may be 
d, how Jacob ſhould call Ejau his Lord, 
| himſelf his Servant? To which may be 
reject the nour and Dominion con - 
© by God upon him; but patiently wait- 


ſeit within the Bonds of Nature, and re- 
enced Eſau as his elder Brother. Beſides, 
lay be queſtion'd whether Jacob meant 


9 


ring the Etymology of the Word Maba- 
, (which fignifics Two Armies or Camps) 


Imer'd, that by this Submiſſion Jacob did 
lo 


for the Execution. of God's Will, he kept 


kl of th HOLY BIBLE. 57 

No ſooner is one Storm over, but another threatens. Jacob being now near 
Confines of Edom, begins to recollect, that he was within the Reach of his 
cus d Brother Eſau, whom he had highly provok*d, and in what a revenge- 
Humour he left him; and conſidering that in all this Time (which was 
nty Years) he had received no Account from his Mother of the Abatement 
his Brother's Reſentment, which ſhe had + promis'd to do when ſhe founl 
he thought it adviſeable to ſend a pacifying Meſſage to him, to know what 
mper he was in, before he came near him. Jacob therefore” inſtructing the 
fzngers, order'd them to addieſs themſelves to him in theſe Words; “ Thy 
Servant Facob faith thus; I have ſojourn'd with Laban, and ſtay'd there 
till now; where I have exceedingly inrich'd myſelf, and now I have ſent 
to acquaint my & Lord with this, that I may find Favour in thy Sight.“ 
e Meſſengers ſet out, and foon return, giving Jacob ſuch an Account, as 
him into a terrible Fright, for they brought no Anſwer from E/au, but 
ly told Jacob, that his Brother Eſau was coming to meet him at the Head 
four Hundred Men. Jacob immediately concludes, from the Number of 
Men, that his Brother came againſt him with an hoſtile Intent, which 
ew him into a great Diſtraction ot Thought, He was too weak to fight 
n, and his Retinue too heavy and cumberſoine to fly with; at laſt he comes to 
& Reſolution, viz. to divide his Company and Cattle into two Bands, which 
ng {et at a convenient Diſtance, he hoped that if E/au ſhould fall upon one 
them, the other might have Opportunity to eſcape. FIG 

This was Jacob's human Contrivance, but his Safety lay in a divine Pro- 
ton, which he had lately in the like Diſtreſs experienced, when his Uncle 
Ian purſu'd him; therefore, as then, ſo he now addreſſes himſelf to God in 
earneſt Supplication ; ** O God of my Father Abraham and Jſaac, which 
laidit to me, Return to thy Country, 


and I will do well by thee; I am not 


any moreby theſe Words, [Lord and Servant,] 
than what was cuſtomarily uſed among all 
Sorts then, eſpecially by thoſe, who had a 
Mind to ingratiate themſelves with others; 


That the firſt uſe of the Word Lord between 


Man and Man was a mere honorary Com- 
pliment, and practis'd fiſt among the idola- 
trous and Heathen Nations, appears from the 
Children of Heth, (who were Heathens) call- 
ing Abram Lord and Prince ; and from them 
came to be taken up and uſed. by the Fathers 
and People ot God afterwards, as many Things 


beſides were contracted by converſing with | 


them. However, it is plain here, that Jacob 
thro' Fear of Eſau, uſed the Words, think- 
ing that he might thereby pleaſe and ſoften 
the rugged Humour of his haughty Brother. 


K WEE % worthy 
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look'd upon his firſt Meſſage as a dull dry Compliment, an empty Pic, 


— 


livered, he was forc'd to take it of that which came firſt to Hand, why 
was thus; two hundred She-Goats, and twenty He-Goats; two hundred pg 


ordering the Servants to keep them at a reaſonable Diſtance, charging 4 


not let thee go, *till thou haſt bleſſed me. 


A Cinflm HISTORT da. 


* worthy. of the leaſt of thy Mercies, but thou haft increas'd my Stock; 
** when I paſſed over this River firſt, I had nothing but my Staff, and 9 
„ am become a Multitude : Deliyer me, I pray thee, from the Hand 
* my Brother, for I fear his Malice, leſt he ſmite me and mine. +Renjzny 
how thou ſaidſt, Iwill ſurely do thee Good, and make thy Poſtetiry  þ 
* Sand, of the Sea, which cannot be number'd for Multitude.“ Having th 
implored the Divine Protection, he bethinks himſelf of another Expediegt 
foften his Brother's Reſentment. He might perhaps think that his By 


(of 


* 
* 


Fot mality; and therefore, fince he had by his Meſſengers acquainted his 
ther that he was grown ſo rich, he refolves to ſend him a very nd 
Preſent z but, fearing he ſhould be upon him before the Preſent could bes 


and twenty Rams; thirty Milch-Camels, with their Colts forty Kine, 4 
ten Bulls; and twenty She-Aſſes, with ten Aſs-Foals ; all in ſeparate Dy 


Servant that followed the firſt Drove to deliver the Preſent to his Brote 
the ſame he deliver'd to the reſt ; hoping that the Sight of ſo ny 
and different Preſents, delivered in a ſubmiſſive and obliging Manner, mig 
work upon his Brother's harſh Temper. 2 2 

The fame Night he, with his Wives and Children, paſs'd the Brook Jul 
dock, himſelf being the laſt ; and being left alone, there appeared a Man, wi 
| wreſtled. with him 'till it was Day, and permitted Faced: to prevail; Wl 
that he might be ſenſible he did not prevail by his own Strength, he our 
him a Teuch in the Hollow of his Thigh, and put the Joint out. 
Then ſaid the Man, Let me go, for Day breaketh, but Facob ſaid, IU 
The Man then asking him li 
Name, and he ſaying it was Jacob; thy Name, reply'd the other, ſhall 6 
only be called Jacob, but likewiſe “ 7/ael; for as a Prince haſt thou Pow 
with God, and with Men, and haſt prevailed. Jacob demanded bis Nau 
which he was my of telling him; he therefore bleſſed him, and cya 


mind. The Perſon that is here ſaid 
to have wreſtled with Farob was an Angel, 
and: the Reaſon of his permitting Jacob to 
prevail, was to give. him Hope, that in like 


Manner he ſhould mitigate and conquer his 


Brother Eau. This -was the Opinion of both 
Greek:and Latin Fathers. | 
Ik any ſhould inquire how Jacob's Thigh 


being put out of Joint ſhould fo ſoon be re- 


duc'd, and he conſequently F able to travel; 
it may juſtly de reply d, Fhat the fame-Pow- 
er, which mitaculouſſy appear'd to him, 
wreſtied with him, and put his Thigh out of 


Joint, could as cafi 7 reduce the Diſlocati 


for it was all but one Miracle. 4 
*Hrael. It's certain Tranſlations do ol 
contradict U. emſtlves, of Which we have 1 
markable Inſtangę in Gen, xxxii. 28, vith 
'tis tranflated jay Nome hall no tere bt 
Jacob, but -Lirael. Tho' its certain ws! 
triarch was afterwards often called ) 
Name of 7 40 03. No mare thei 7 
ought: to be tranſlated, abt only, wich it Wh 
properly implies here in this Place, a 
would takra way the ſeeming Contradidli 


5 
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ab, as the Sun aroſe, paſſing from the Place where he had this wreſllin 
-.rcife, called it Peniel, which ſignifies the Face of God, becauſe, ſaid he, 
have ſeen God Face to Face, and my Life is Preſerved. Rot 
After this Jacob proceeded on his Journey, and had not gone far before 
eſpied his Brother E/au coming, attended by four hundred Men; upon 
ich he began to diſpoſe his Company into the molt commodious Order, 
her for the Reception of his Brother, or Safety of thoſe he molt regarded, 
ting therefore the two Handmaids, Bilbab and Zilpab, with their Children, 
emoſt, and Leah, with her Children, next, he ſet his beloved Rachel, and 
Lon Joſeph, in the Rear, and himſelf paſſed before. When he was come 
be bowed himſelf ſeven times to the Ground, but Eſau, not able to re- 
the powerful Impreſſion which Jacob's meek Submiſſion made upon his 
it, with eager Joy runs to meet him, falls upon his Neck, and kiſſes 
Wh: Revenge and murderous Deſigns are turn'd into Pity and Tendernefs ; . 
Eau, who once thirſted after his Brother's Blood, now melts into Tears 
Joy at this happy Interview, and nothing but Inſtances of Brotherly Love 
Friendſhip paſs between them, : = 


E/ay, thus tranſported with Joy at the Sight of Jacob, with Pleaſure ſur- 
ys his Store, and is with great Difficulty perſuaded to accept of a Preſent. 
We {alutes his Wives and Children; and, to ſhew further Marks of his Re- 
ciliation and Fondneſs, offer'd to bear him Company the remaining Tarr 
his Journey; but Jaccb, ſtill retaining his former Jealouſy, excus'd himſelf, 
telling him, that the Chiidren and Cattle could not keep Pace with him, 
bout much Fatigue, and therefore deſired him to go before, and himſelf 
Dod follow leiſurely as the Children and Flocks could bear, and that he would 
it on him in his own Country of Seir. Then Eſau very courteouſly of- 
to leave ſome of his Men to guard and attend him; but Jacob hand- 
nely excus'd it as an unneceſſary Cornpliment ; upon which they parted very 
dy, & Eſau taking his Way towards Seir, and Jacob, by eaſy Journies, 
"I to Succoth ; where, intending to ſettle. for ſome Time, he built an Houſe 
Convenieneies to ſhelter his Cattle. hy | 


__ wir. It may. reaſonably be ſuppos'd fes; and Baſemath the Daughter of 1/omae?; . 
 / never intended to meet Ejau in That the firſt bad three Children, ehus, Ibe- 
dccauſe it doth not appear, that he ever hn and Cor; the Second had Eliphaz, and 
timer. Beſides, it's poſſible he might the Third Rabuel, and that he left the Land - 
bead bimſelf not ſafe in his Brother's Do- of Canaan to go live on the Mountains of 
ons. who might there take Occaſion to Seir. Maſes names the Deſcendants of Fliphas: 
WW bi: former Grudge, and in Revenge de- and Rehuel, and the Princes bt the Tribes of 
WW inſlaye both him and his Family. the Edomites, the Kings that ſueceeded them, 
_ -/-:. Maſes gives no fuither Accourt and the. Chiefs, who govern'd after the Kinge.. 
__ off and his Family, only that he had See Gen. xxxvi, and xxxx. 29, 
ies, Abolibama, and Ada, Candani- r 


Afterwards 
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Afterwards he removed to Salom, a City of Shechem ; where having hy, 
a Piece of Ground ot the Children of | Hamor for a Hundred“ Piece: 0 ll 
ney, he ſpread his Tent, and erected an Altar there, and called upon 1 
Name of the Mighty God of //rael.. . 
During Jacob's Stay in this Place, his only Daughter Dizab took a Wy 


abroad by her ſelf, out of Curioſity to ſee the Women of that Country, f F 
happened that young Shechem, the Son of Hamor, Prince of that Flace, fy Cc 
Her, and falling deſperately in Love with her, could not reſtrain his Pan 
but taking Advantage of the dangerous and unlucky Opportunity of her bem Pea 
alone, raviſh'd her. Notwithſtanding this diſhonourable Act, his Soul i; (WAR 
ſtrongly poſſeſs'd with her Charms, that he cannot live without her; and then i 
fore he importunes his Father to enter upon a Treaty with their Friends, n, 
he might have her for his Wife. Jacob ſoon heard of this Rape comme ac 
upon his Daughter; which he conceal'd till his Sons were come home; wis te. 
when they heard, they were incens'd at the Diſhonour done their Fan f, 
and ſecretly vow'd Revenge. WY OO , 
Hamor's Fondneſs of his Son Shechem makes him ſoon yield to his [my © 
tuniry: Taking the Opportuninty therefore when Jacob and his Sons wer: iP: 
gether, he acquaints them with his Son's Paſſion for Dinah; intreating this" 
to give her to him; and inviting them to intermarry with his People, off!! 
them the Freedom of the Country, to dwell, trade, and make a $::icmaliF 
there. And to back theſe, Shechem (who was preſent at the Treaty) in ona De 
offers them what Advantages they pleaſe to aſk, bidding them name thi ) 
Terms, and they ſhould have them, provided they would but give him the 4 
Siſter. Jacob's Sons neglect no Opportunity of revenging the Affront confibi®” 
their Family by this Rape: Therefore cunningly obſerving the Fo:nc's WR" 
Shechem and his Father to cloſe with them, they inſiſt upon the more hi dl 
and unreaſonable Terms; no leſs then a general Circumciſion will blige 
to accept of an Agreement to ſettle among and incorporate with them. fici 
Hamor and Shechem readily agree to theſe Conditions; and when they 0 
turn'd to the Town, ſummoning their Subjects together, ; commend the V e 
for a peaceable good-natured People; and that if they änter married with uhet 
they ſhould be Maſters of all their Subſtance, which was very conſiderab 
and all this to be obtain'd upon their Conſent to be circumcifed. The TH 
Gain ſoon prevailed upon this filly People, and being back'd with Sea 
Intereſt among them, which was very gleat, they all conſented, and d 9 
every Male of them circumciſed. l 5 e 
Facob's Sons having thus diſguiſed their Reſentment, in deluding the ung 5 
Shechemites, the + third Day after they were circumciſed, when their Wore. 


WE 


| Hamer, St. Stephen in AA, vii. 16. derd an hundred Lambs, becauſe the lan 
calls this Man Emmor. © of a Lamb was ſtamped upon it. 
Pieces of Money, This is ſometimes ren- + Third Day, This was the hrs 5 
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fe ſoreſt, put their bloody Purpoſe in Execution. $ Simeon and Levi put 
ſelves at the Head of the Party that was to attack the City, which 


+; Houſe, they found their Siſter Dinah, After this they fell to plunder, 
\ carried off not only what they found in the City, but all that was in 
Field, making the Women and Children. Priſonersz and what they could 
carry off. they ſpoiled. Thus the Sons of Facob glutted their Revenge 
on the Shechemites tor the Rape of their Siſter, $ | 

Peaceful Jacob knew nothing of this bloody Maſſacre, *cill it was over; 
| when his Sons brought the Trophies of their Cruelty to him, he took no 
in their Conqueſt ;- and was ſo far from approving this raſh Action in 
m, that he reproaches them for their Barbarity, and dreads the Conſe- 


ſterous Sons, Simeon and Levi, who had been the Ring-leaders in this Miſ- 

ef, took upon them to anſwer their Father for what they had done, ſay- 

becbem ought not to have uſed their Siſter like a Harlot, by which he 
| diſhonoured not only her, but their whole Family. 


4 kove him the Danger that mult neceſſarily have attended this cruel. 
WT iohoſpitable/ Fact of his inconſiderate Sons. For tho? they had extirpated 


Colony, there were more People that border*d thereabout, who, either 


„Jacob great Uneaſineſs, if not totally deſtroy him. God therefore, to ſe- 
bim, bid him ariſe, and go up to Bethel, and dwell there; and erect an 
r there to Cod, who had appear'd to him, to comfort and ſtrengthen. 


aded, as he did theſe People now, 


* 


Hhechenites, who were then leſs able to ly, as Authors of the Deſign, are named. 
nd themſelves, And indeed it is ſcarcely conceivable, that 
Simeon. In this Action there are none two Men ſhould be able to maſter a City. 
pole to de the chief Contrivers and Ma- hurt in ſo tender a Part of the Body as dif- 


* bers to Dinah both by Father and Mo- ſhould alfo rake all the Women Priſoners, 


lu en; { 25 we find in Gen. Xxxvii. 22. 
me, eur, X. — T | In 
vue 


y boldly_enter'd, and put all the Men to the Sword; and, ſearching She- 


nce, which might end in the Ruin of him and his Family. But his two 


is plain Eben Jacob's Fear was not groundleſs, by the Care God took to 
ro 
WDcfence of themſelves, or in Revenge for ſuch unjuſtifiable Dealings, might 


, when he fled from the Face of his Brother E/au, whom he then as much. 


— — —— — — _ 
Pope — è— — — A — _ "= 


icians obſerve, when Fevers generally at- when he ſoved poor Jeſeph's Life, contrary 
W Circomcifion, occaſioned by the Inflam- to the Will of his other cruel Brothers ; ) yet 

on of the Wound, and which was more it is reaſonable to think, that the reſt of the 
ful then, as the Hebrews obſery'd, than at Sons of Jacob, who were old enough for 
time elſe ; for which Reaſon the Sons ſuch an Exploit, and their Servants alſo, were 
a ook that Opportunity of falling on engaged in this Execution; tho" theſe two on- 


2 8 — _— 
5 4 * „ 
= — — —ͤ—hꝓq̊46— — — 


ded but Simeon and Levi, whom we may and ſlay all the Men in it, (tho' they were 
F's Of this bloody Maſſacre, as being owr: abled them from Action and Defence) and 


N and elger than the reſt, except Reuben, of themſelves may be ſuppoſed” to have been 
as Of a more gentle and humane Diſ- more than ſufficient to over-powet two Men.“ 
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In Obedience to the Divine Call, Jacob ſtrictly charges his Family, and g 
that belong'd to him, to put away the flrange || Gods which they bad, wy 
be clean, and change their Garments; and then, ſaid he, let us ariſe and 
up to Bethel, the Houſe of God. By theſe Means Jacob got from them thy 
Idols, and their + Ear-rings too. And that theſe Ear- rings might not be. 
Snare to him and his Family, as the like were afterwards to & Gid:oy, Jy 
reſolv'd to make ſure of them, as well as of the Idols, and therefore he bug 
them ſo privately, that none of his Family ſhould know where they were to tik 
them up again; for.he hid them under the Oak by Shechem, and then ſet to, 
ward for Bethel; whither he paſſed in great Quiet and Security; for God 
ſtruck ſuch a Terror into the Cities round about him, that, notwithitandiny 
the Provocation his Sons had given, by the Outrage they had committed 
Shechem, no- body offer'd to moleſt or purſue them. 

Being ſafely arrived at Bethe/, he erected an Altar there, as God had cn 
manded him; and upon that Altar, and at that Time, it is ſuppoſed he yy 
formed the Vow which he had made when God appeared to him in the {;i 
Place, as he fledzfrom his ** Brother £E/au ; which, when he had perform 
God appeared to him again, confirmed his new Name ae! to him, and en 
him repeated Aſſurances of his Promiſes made to Abrabam and Jſaac, 0 
Bleſſings to himſelf. Then did Jacob, in the Place where God had tow rally 
with him, erect a Pillar of Stone, as a laſting Monument of his Gratin 
and Devotion, pouring» a Drink-offering and Oil upon it, In this Place, ar 
about this Time, Deborah, Facob's Mother's Nurſe, died, and was butt 
under an Oak, which was therefore called the Oat of Weeping. 


— 
aw. 


eds. Perhaps by this time Jacob might 
. have diſcovered that Rachel had gotten and 
kept her Father Laban's Idols, for which he 
Purſued Jacob; or perhaps they miaht be ſome 
Idols which his Sons had got among; the Spoils 


of Jacob's Servants, if they them/cives t 
not /hmaelttes, might have taken vp the L 
of Ear-rings from the Thmaeliles amonit 
whom it was afterwards a known Fall 
Judges viii. 24. 


of the Shechemites: or it may be, that neither 
his Wives nor Sons were guilty of, or incli- 
nable to Idolatry, but only his Servants or 
Slaves might be Idolaters. 1 5 

Clean, Sc. This may probably be meant 
of abſtaining from conjugal Enjoyment, and 
ſanctifying themſelves not only from idolatrous 
Pollution, but from the late Maſſacre at She- 


chem. See Exod. xix. 10. and 15. But that 


it was a Cuſtom for thoſe that came to ap- 
pear before the Lord to waſh their Cloaths, 
appears plainly from Exod. xix. 10, Levit, 
XV. 13. and 2 Sam. xli. 20. | 

+ Ear-1ings, Theſe were worn by ſome 
People in a ſuperſtitious Devotion, as being 
thought to have ſome magical Virtue or Charm 
in them; and it is not unlikely, that ſome 


buried, was called the Oat of Mes. 


Gideon. See Julges viii. 27. 

Brother. See Gen. xxviii. 20, 22. 

Deborab. Who this Debora“ was, u 
for what reaſon ſhe is mentioned etre un 
clear, and hath given Occaſion ot vd 
Conjectutes among Commentators. Some 
of Opinion, that after ſhe had brought i 
Miſtreſs Rebecca to her Marriage, and (i 
her well ſettled in her Family, {hc wer: 
to Haran again, and there dwelt i: LW 
Houſe, till Jacob returning home, the W 
ing a Deſire once more to fee . od 
treſs, put her ſelf into the Company, Vs 
out Doubt ſhe was very much teſpe c 
them, becauſe they bewailed her Deals 
much, that the Oik, under wh ci i | 


oh 
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ve this Son allo. 


7 ed Belblihem, 


7 ich were diſpos'd twelve very large 
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ach having ſafely arrived at Bethel, makes no long ſtay there ; bat filial 
<(tion prompting him, he haſten'd to Mamre to pay a Viſit to his aged 
-her; and + Ephrath being in the Way, they intended to have got thither.: 
- tho? they had but alittle Way to it, they could not reach the Town be- 
» Rachel fell in Labour of her ſecond and laſt Child; and having a hard 


me of it, the Midwife, to incourage her, bid her not fear, for ſhe thould 


Of whom indeed ſhe was delivered, but died immediately; 
g juſt before ſhe died, ſhe called the Boy's Name Beuoni, that is the Son of 


; row: But his Father, unwilling to perpetuate the ſad Remembrance of ſo 
Wow iul a Subject, called him Benjamin, which ſignifies che Son of my right 
_ Tk intimating hereby how dear he ſhould be to him, 


acob thus deprived of his beloved Rachel, raiſes a F Monument over her 
ave to prepetuate her Memory. This was no Doubt an Occaſion of great 


to Jacob, whoſe Fondneſs may be meaſured by the double Servitude he 


crwenr to obtain her: But before he could reach to Mamre a greater Mis- 
tune befel him; for Reuben his eldeſt Son committed Inceſt with Bilbah, 
Father's Concubinary Wife. Jacob tyon heard of it; ang tho” he took no 


? blick Notice at that time of it; yet it fate deep in his Mind, and Ruck by 
do his | dying Day. 


Theſe two Afflictions ſate heavy upon him for a time; but continuing his 


* ; Jolution of viſiting his Father, the Expectation of ſeeing that good old Man 
5: ncw Joy in his Heart. At length he reached Mamre, the City 
„%, where his Grandfather Abraham had formerly liv'd, and his Father 


then dwelt; who (no doubt) was overjoy'd at the Return of his Son 


ob, after ſo long an Abſence: Nor could pious Jacob's Joy be lefs, to find 
aged Father living, and in Health. 


Epbrath, Crime; Reuben, ſays he, thou art my Firſt | 


born, and the Beginning of my Strength, the 
Excellency of Dignity, and the Excellency of 
Power, This was to have been his Portion, 
by Vertue of his Birth-rizht, had he not by 
Tranſgreſſion forfeited it. But now, being as 


This Place was afterwards 


MHenument. Borchard ſays this was a ve- 
urioutly wrought Pyramid, on the Baſis 


les, tinting the Number of his Sons. In 


WP cripture, 
[2 Magnificent Monument over the Grave 


ee {ce the Antiquity of erecting Monu- 
and Epitaphs in Memory of the Dead 
Wy ie the Place of their Burial ; of which 


of Rachel is the firſt that, we read of in 
Thus Simon Machabee erec- 


i Father and Brothers. And St. Jerom, 
is Epiſtle to Marcella, fays, that he him- 


performed his Devotions at David's 
ae of which St. Peter, As ii. 29. 
= 1 i; Sepulchre is now among us. 


Dying Day Jacob, juſt before his Death, 
"2 is Bleſſing among his Children, gave 


eeproachful Hint of his inceſtuous 


unflable as Mater, (which tho' advanced ne- 
ver ſo high, falls down again) his Doom 
was, Thou ſhall not excel, becauſe thou went's 
up ta thy Father's Bed, and defiled it, Gen. xlix. 
3. 4. 80 Reuben's Birth-right was transter- 
red to Judah, ot whom our Lord was to 
come, (ver. 8.) from whom alſo in time it 
fell to the Son of Rachel, who in right ſhould 
have been Jacob's firlt wife, and whom Ja- 
cob thought he had imbraced, when he begat 
Reuben. | 
* Arbath, 
Hebron. 


This was afterwards called 


1 


Jacob 
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Jacob had not long injoy'd the Bieſſing of his good: Father's Company, 1, 
another Misfortune happen'd to exerciſe his Patience : [ So variouſly is the Li 
of frail Man checkquered with the alternate Courſe of Good and Ei.] wy 
Son Joſepb, being about ſeventeen Years old, was with his Brethren feed 
the Flock; and Jeſeph obſerving their wicked Converſation, told 8 Tas) * 
them to his Father. This ſer their Hearts very much againſt him, for 1, 
could not but look upon him as a Spy upon them, and therefore reſolve | ; 
remove him: And that which advanced their impious Rage, was the Math 
of extraordinary Love his Father ſhew'd him more than to all his other Chi 
dren; which he did perhaps, not only as he was the eldeſt Son of his blow 
Rachel, but becauſe he was | wife beyond his Fears. This was indeed an h. 
gaging Quality; and the fond Father to expreſs his greater Eſteem for it thy 
any Indowment in all his other Children, diſtinguiſhes Fo/eph from the reſt 9 
his Brethren by beſtowing on him a fine Veſt of ſeveral Colours, little think 
it would breed ſuch ill Blood among them. This Note of Diſtinction ſo ſony! 
Facob's other Sons, that they could not ſhew the leaſt good Temper tc the f- 
vourite, but ſtudied all the Ways that Malice could invent to make him. 
eaſy: And that which inhanc'd their Hatred to him was, Jeſepb's two Dream 
which he very innocently related to them, not ſuſpecting ſo ſevere 2 Reſen; 
ment from them as he afterwards found. The firſt was; Thar his Brethy 
* and he binding Sheaves together in the Field, his Sheaf aroſe and fo 
* upright, and their Sheaves round about fell down before his.” Hts Brethra 
looking on him with Scorn reply*d, ** Shalt thou reign over us? 

His ſecond Dream was a freſh Aggravation of their Spight, which the harm 
leſs Youth in his childiſh Simplicity likewiſe tells them: “ I have {cen, . 
4% he, the Sun, Moon, and eleven Stars fall down before me.“ Nor could i 
conceal. this Dream from his Father, ( ſo ftreng was the. heavenly lmpulſc u 
on him) but told it him. Good old Jacob, whether to mitigate the Ref: 
ment of his other Sons towards Foſeph, or that that he thought theſe Dream 


_ \ Tales, What Crime it was that occa- 
fioned 7o/eph to tell Tales of them to his 
Father, is the Subject of Variety of Conjec- 
ture among the Criticks and Verſions. Some 
will have it to be their Quarrelling and con- 
tentious way of Living; others the vin of So- 
domy ; others of Beſtiality, Sc. But what- 
ever it was, it may be gathered from their 
Malice to him that it was no ſmell Crime, 
becauſe. they hated him, even to Death, 


Vie, Sc. Or, that be was wiſe as a 


Senator, The Verſions do not ſeem to ha ve 
wel; expics'd the Reaſon for which Jacob lov- 
ed Joſeph more than his Brethren, by theſe 
Words, becauſe he was the Sen of his 
Gen. xxxvi; 3. For if his Love bad been 


d Age, 


only founded on this Reaſon he muſt h. 
lov'd Zebulun as well as Fojeph, ſince he We 
of the ſame Ave; and he muſt have lo 
Benjamin more, ſince he was born ſixteen Ve 
after Joſeph. The Hebrew text fays off 
becauſe he was' Son of the Elders or Sidi 
that is becauſe he was their Diſciple, in il 
Stile of the Hebrews, and therefore the dom 
ritan, Perſian and Arabic Verho's, and (it 
Chaldee Paraphr.ſe render, becauſe be With 
wiſe and prudent Sen: And it feerns that (lf 
migiit be vet better tranſlated, by {:ying, 7 
he was wiſe as a Senator, Wiſdom dect 
Quality which makes Parents fond of 8 
Cluldren, and preter them to their Bretlith 


ik 
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Theſe two Dreams of Foſeph were very ſignificant; and tho* his Father 


by « willing thus to make light of them, that they might give leſs Occaſion of 
1 ace to his Brethren, yet they made an Impreſſion on Jacob's Mind. And 
Hy v. whilſt the envious Brothers were ruminating on Revenge, a fatal Oppor- 
ino_ ry offer'd itſelf, and the pious Parent becomes the Inſtrument of deliver- 
es Varling into their implacably malicious Hands. The ten Brethren be- 
5 WT. gone to feed their Flocks at a Diſtance in Shechem, old J/raet, out of his 
erna! Care, deſirous to know of their Welfare, ſends his beloved Joſepb to 
e : acquaint them with their Father's ſollicitous Anxiety for their Health. 
wo /-5þ, in ready Obedience, goes to Shechem, and, not finding them there, 


j nder'd about, *till a Stranger directed him to Dothan; whither he went, 
being come within Sight of them, their Malice, which hitherto lay la- 
: bor Want of Opportunity, reviv'd, and immediately came to a fatal Re- 


t ? tion to diſpatch him, See, cry'd the bloody Brothers, where the Dreamer 
mes! Let us kill him, and bury him, and tell our Father ſome wild 
er Beaſt has devoured him; and then we ſhall fee what will become of his 


Dreams.“ But Reuben, who was of a milder Diſpoſition than the reſt, 
uid not approve of this bloody Contrivance, and ſtudied to prevent it, 
viding them from ſhedding his Blood, and rather calt him into ſome Pit. 


eue ret conſidering, that if he periſhed in the Pit, it would anſwer their 
tir d. confented to Reuben's Counſcl. By this time the innocent Youth, not 
bal e leaſt apprehenſive of their wicked Deſign on him, was ceme up to 
em, 1nd, as he was going to deliver his Father's indulgent Commendation 
dem, they ſeiz'd and ſtript him of his fine Veſt, and caſt him into the 
ut, which at that time was dry and empty. Poor Fo/eph, extremely frighted 
oss vile and unnatural Treatment, begged his Life of his cruel Brothers, 
1d I he knew he muſt inevitably periſh with Hunger there; but they are deaf 
om IF Cries, being reſolutely bent to deſtroy him. Feo/eph in vain complains of 
cle bard-hearted Brothers, who are fo regardleſs of him, that they had no 
andrer thus diſpoſed of him, but they ſate down, and regaled themſelves 


Wt what Refreſhments they had, whilſt he was thus expoſed to Famine and 


1 ſpair ; but Providence, the faithful Guardian of Innocence and Virtue, had a 
10 | tchful Eye over him. TY ; Ds 
ve before theſe unnatural Brethren put Joſeph into the Pit, it was by Reuben's 


vice that they did not immediately diſpatch him; and now another of 


cn, namely Judab, begins to feel ſome Pangs of Conſcience, which was 
in i iken'd by the opportune Approach of a Company of /madiites travelling 
* m Gilead, and going down to Egypt with Spicery and other Merchandiſe. 
M 


% lays hold of this Opportunity, and, conſidering with himſelf that poor 
b was expos'd to certain Death in the Pit, propoſes to the reſt to fell 
to theſe Merchants, urging the Unnaturalneſs of being inſtrumental in 
Death of their own Brother, which would bring an indelible Stain of 
it upon them; bur, by ſelling him, they ſhould not only fave bis Life, 
de Gainers by the Bargain. Confidering this, they cloſed with the Pro- 
40 * 4 AB poſal-z 
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poſal; and, taking Jeſepb out of the Pit, notwithſtanding his earneſt Iutten 
having, (now Reuben was abſcnt) no Advocate for him among them, they A 
him to the IJſhmaclite Merchants tor twenty Pieces of Silver; and theſe Carrying 
him to Egypt, fold him to Petiphar, an“ Officer of the King, and Captang 
o eee ee e e | 
Reuben having perſuaded his Brothers to put Joſeph into the Pit, conti 
it on purpoſe to preſerve his Life, hoping he ſhould find Means to cc 
him from thence ; and when they had beſtow'd him there, on ſome Oct 
or other he pretended to leave them; but ſoon after returning, and not find 
Foſeph in the Pit, he ü rent his Cloaths, and, coming to his Brethren, he cg 
cut, '$ Alas! the Child is gone! What will become of me, or whither ſky) 
go? | But they ſoon appeas'd him, acquainting him with what they hd g 
in his Abſence; and then they began to contrive how to manage the May 
to their Father, ſo as to take off all Suſuſpicion from themſclves; whiz 
they did, by dipping Joſeph's Veſt in the Blood of a Kid, and ſent it to kin 
with this Meſſage; This we have found; fee whether it be thy Son's Cozy 
% no.” The bloody Fragment too ſoon convinced poor old Jacob to wh 
it belonged z and not in the leaſt ſuſpecting any human Creature could þ 
guilty of ſuch unnatural Cruelty, concludes ſome wild Bealt bad devourg 
him. This was the greateſt Trial Jacob ever yet underwent 3 the Loſs c jy 
beloved Rachel, tho* the Joy of his Soul, and Delight of his Eyes, wut 
Debt due to Nature, and which ſhe paid in a natural Way; but the Lo 
Toſeph far exceeded all the reſt; he is, as his Father might reaſonably {uppols 
torn in Pieces, barbarouſly mangled by a Brute, and cut off before his Tim 
The mournful Parent is laviſh in his Grief, expreſſing it not after the con 
mon, but unuſual manner; he not only rent his Cloaths, but put on *| Sa 
ol Eo N n 72 | Cloth 
* Officer, This is in the Text called an have regained his Favour by prcerving 
Eunuch ; which cannot be taken literally here favourite Son, and reſtoring him ſafe to ii 
of one that was caſtrated, but of one imploy- having now loſt the Hope of that A 
ed in ſome high Truſt. It was the Cuſtom - tage, and reaſonably fearing that his Fade 
indeed, and is ſtill in thoſe Parts, to com- Diſpleaſure would fall heavieſt on hin, bil 
mit the Keeping of the Queen, and Women as he was highly offended with tim altea 
of Quality to Eunuchs; but Potiphar here and as he being the eldeſt, ſhould have til 
cannot be fuppoſed to be ſuch, for he had a moſt Care of the Younger, was exceeding 
Wife, as we may ſee in the Story of Fojeph: troubled for the Loſs of Jeſeph. 
Beſides it was.cuſtomary among, the Eaſtern But, Sc. Here the Story in che Tel 
People to call their Noblemen Eunuchs, ſeems to break off abruptly ; but it muſk 
+ Rent, This was the Cuſtom of thoſe ſuppoſed in Parity of Reaſon, that de bl 
Countries and Times to expreſs the higheſt with them in contriving to take {te daß, 
Grief ; and of which, tho”. afterwards more cion off to their Father of having much 
frequently uſed, this is the firſt Inſtance we their Brother, and conſequently that they lk 
have. | 95 acquainted him with the felling of 77% 
§ Alas! Reuben having greatly offended his his Abſence. | 3 
Father before in his Treſpaſs with Bilhab, his #1] Sackcloth, Reuben, as we have hint! 
eoncubinary Wife, and probably hoping to before, was the firſt we find that 19 expe 


ok I. 


ermediate Paſſages. 


ab, and married her, and by her 


Thamar ſhould bear him any 


exceeding Sorrow rent his Cloaths, which 
rot only does (tho' it cannot be ſup- 
in Imitation of Reuben, for that to be 
> Was conceal'd from bim) but cloaths 


gn {elf with Sackcloth, a Sort of courſe or- 


bia 
dyn. 


oe ot which Cuſtom this is the firſt 
N | 


ance, 

| Ling Time, Tt is not particularly ex- 
0 how long 
it may be ſuppoſed to be to the Time 


WO ard twenty,.or (as ſome will have 
Three and twenty Years after, 
Cononitih. See Gen. Xxxviii. 2: The 


led him into a greater after wards ; which 
dot fully. compleated till after Joſeph was 
„and gone into Egypt; and therefore 
3 deferred the firſt Part of it, that he 
8. the Story intire together, 

ined, Both Hebrew and Cbriſtian 


th, and mourn'd a $ long Time for his dear oſeph ; and when his guilty 

us offered to comfoit him, he rejected them, and in Deſpair declared, he 
11d never ceaſe mourning, ſo long as he lived. 

But here we muſt for a-while leave Jeſeph, that we may take Notice of ſome 

About the Time that this Affliction befel old /ael, his 
n Judab had committed a great Fault in marrying a || Canaanitifh Woman, 
whom he had three Sons, Er, Onan, and Shelah ; the Occaſion of which. 
ga Viſit he made to Hirab, the Adullamite, with whom he had contracted 
riend/hip, which proved a Snare to bim; for, being at Hirab's Houle, he 
W in Love with the Daughter of a ceitain Canaanite, whoſe Name was 


% Hadit, uſed aiterwards by the /raelites. 


Jacob mourned for Joſepb, 


be heard Joſeph was alive in Egypt; which 


F"l2icilion of Judab in marrying this Wo- 


0:5 ar 
tels agree that Er as well as Onan were 


he. had the three Sons. aforeſaid. In 


xeels of Time, when Er, his eldeſt Son, was grown marriageable, he took 
Wite for him, whoſe Name was Thamar; but Er proving a * wicked Man 
the Sight of God, however he might appear to Men, God T took him. 
after which Judah bids his ſecond Son Onan marry his Brother's Widow, 
t the Family might not fail for want of Iſſue. Young Ouan knowing that 
Children, the eldeſt would * inherit in the 
me of his elder Brother that was dead, and not be accounted as his, ſeem- 
ly obey'd his Father by going to Thamar's Apartment; but he diſappoined 
m both, leaving his Bride unenjoy'd by him. 
s ſo provoking to God, that he took him off as he had done his Brother. 

[The third Son, whoſe Name was She/ab, was too young; therefore Judah 
red his Daughter-in-Law Thamar to retire to ker Father's Houſe, and to. 


But the manner of his Crime 


guilty of rerradting of Generation, which by 
the Hebrews is compar'd to Murder, and is 
therefore, Gen. xxxvlii. 10. Called deteſlable. 

+ Took, Sc. What ſort of Death they, 
died is not mention'd by Moves, Some ima- 
gine they were killed by Aſmodæus the Evil 
Angel, who ſlew the libidinous Husbande of 
Sarra, Tobit iii. 7. Others think God ſhew'd 
ſome terrible Judgement upon them, by which 
it might appear, that they did not die a na- 
tural Death, but for their extraordinary Ini- 
quities were taken off by God in an extraor- 
dinary Manner. | . 

This was long before the Law, by which 
it was aftetwards in joined, Deul. xxv. 5, and 
yet, tho' this be the firſt Mention we have 
of it, it ſeems it was then a known Cuſtom, 
and well underſtood even by young Onan. For 
he knew that the Iſlue ſhould not be his, 


but that the Firſt-born of tuch Marriage 


ſhould be reputed his deceaſed Brother's, and 
bear his Name, as was aſterwards declared, 
Deut. xxv. 6, | . 
0 continuæ 


continue a Widow till his Son Shelab was grown up, and then be ſhould mu 
with his Friend Hirab, ſhe diſguiſed her ſelf in the Habit of a common hg : 14 


Service: only ſhe was reſolved to make ſure of the Terms of his En:«:::,|M 
ment before ſhe would permit him to enjoy her. He promiſed her 2 K % 


7 udab retiring, ſhe ſtay'd not len behind him; but, taking the Pledge, ner | 
c 


who, thinking it beſt for his Reputation to make no further Inquiry after Wi 


<* myſelf. 
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ry her, Thamar did fo, and waited till Shelah was come to Man's Et... 
but finding no Performance of Judab's Promiſe, ſhe reſents this Neglect, Mi 
reſolves to be reveng'd. Watching a Time therefore when her Father-in. I 
went to Timnah, to divert and comfort himſelf for the Death of his W.] 


titute, planted her ſelf in the Way that ſhe knew Judab muſt unavoidatũe 
paſs to go to Timnah. Judah ſeeipg her, an unlawful Fire ſoon kindled lM 
his libidinous Breaſt, and concluding her to be what ſhe ſeem'd, a; 
himſelf to her, who was as forward to receive him, as he was to offer U x2 


but ſhe having a further Deſign upon him, demands a Security for the a 
formance of his Promiſe, which they agree to be his Ring or Signet, 5:08 


and {| Cloak, and to be depoſited in her Hands 'till he ſent the Kid. The Tem 
being agreed upon, they went together, and ſhe proved with Child by ha 


home with them, and dreſs'd  herfelt in her Widow's Weeds. In the men . 4 
while Judab, going to the Flock, takes a Kid, and ſent it by his Friend H 
to redeem his Pledge; but Hirab not finding her, return'd and told 7»: 


ſaid, ** Let her keep the Pledge, I will inquire no more after her, leſt I exp . 


* 


About three Months after this, ſome body inform'd Fudab, that his Daughte | 


in-Law had play'd the Har lot, and was with Child; he reſenting the Diſhonurf 1 


done to his Family, not conſidering his own late Folly, raſhly paſſes Senten 


on her unheard, ordering her to be brought out and“ burnt; but Thamar pu T 2 


chat. Commentators and Verſions dif- 


fer much about this Part of the Pledge Ju- 
dab gave to Thamar. Our Tranſlation calls 
it a Bracelet, but that is not very probable, 


tor it is not clear, that in thoſe Days the 
Men of Jjrael wore Bracelets, Some, as Fu- 


nius and Tremollius, render it by Sudarium, an 


Handkerchief. Others will have it to be the 


Mileta, or Turbant; dut this is improbable. 
too. Indeed our Tranſlation of 1610, ren; 
ders it a Cloak, and ſeems to take it from 


the Septuagint, which call it. HormisRon, from 
the Greek Word Hormos, which fignifies a 


Shoulder; and this ſeems the moſt likely of 
-any. | 


* Burnt, As for the Crime of Adultery, 
of which Tamar was condemn'd, and of 


Which on her Side ſhe was guilty, (for ſhe 


to be Judge or Chiet Magiſtrate in bis of 


truly perſonated the Hypocrites, who corn 


was eſpouſed to Shelab) it was capitai, bin 
puniſhable with Death; but by what N 

or Authority her Father in- Law piled vl 
tence upon her, is the Queſtion, Le 4 
cients agree this beſt, ſuppoſing every 01: 


Family; and tho' Thamar was a (21: 
yet as ſhe had married into 7uda/'s imo 
and had brought this Diſgrace upon it, "Al 
was within the Cogniſance of him; v0 01S. 
be ſuppoſed (by what followed) to have WR 

pended the Sentence, if he had firſt :nqu'" 
into the Cauſe of her being with Child. 2 
however, as one well obſerves, Fula? in h 5 


and favour their own Follies, but tal vw 
mercitully upon others. ns SE. 


dug 


1 
111. 
ade; | : 
(a 
vm 
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(1, 


1 


Kid; a 2 
Per, : a 
S 
ern: 
im 
ven 
GS: buried by his Sons Eſau and Jacob, in the Cave that is in the Field of 
e achyelab, near Mamre, which Abrabam had bought of Ephron, the Hittite, for 


wh | Burying-Place. 


„ 


* 


Onoa 
Lene 
7 wil . 


One! | : yore wicked in the Sight of, or before God, 
Ke juſter before Tudah. 
a TOP Story, relating to the Inceſt with his 


EP uehter Thamar, was ated after Fo/eph was 
be q „and while he was in Egypt; yet the for- 
"al We: P2;t of it, relating to his Marriage with 
ild. b ns by her, muſt needs have fallen out be- 
e 72/2 was fold. For there being but 
s and twenty, or at the moſt three and 


ey Years, between Jeſepb's being ſold into 


113 of 


it, (i 


nſider we 


700 5 3 x S 


= + Kiglbiiaus. He does not fay that Tha- 
„vas more holy or chaſte ; but more righ- 
1c 
ne 2ricvouſly in this Fact, it being Adul- 
as well as Inceſt in her, but Fornication 
pd inceſt in him. Nevertheleſs ſhe was juſter 
an be in this ReſpeCt ; for Judah not keep- 


we =: bs Promiſe in marrying her to Shelah, 
* 3 


Wl 
©) d 


add not be that in fo ſhort a Space Judah 


2:44 r 
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69 
Pledge, ſent them to Judab, with this Meſſage, That he ſhould 
1] what he did, for the Owner of the Pledge was the Man by 
om ſhe was with Child. Judab, ſeeing himſelf thus caught, own'd the 


z 


ucing the 


„and, reflecting on himſelf for the Injuſtice he had done her, in nat 
her to his Son Shelab, as he had promiſed, excuſed her, declaring, ſhe 
1s more ＋ righteons than himſelf, thereby taking the Whole upon himſelf, 

The Time of her Delivery being come, ſhe proved with Child of Twins, 
e of which putting out his Hand the Midwife tied a Scarlet Thread about 
to diſtinguiſh him tor the Firſt-born 3 but he drawing his Hand back, his 
other ſlipt by him, and came before him into the World; whereupon he 
as called Pharez, which ſignifies a Breach; and the other, with the Thread 
n his Hand, was called Zarab. 5 Thus inſtead of the Son raiſing vp Iſſue 
d the deceaſed Brother, the Father raiſeth Iflue to his deceaſed Son; but he 
pnverſed no more with her afterwards, 5 n 
In the Beginning of. Jeſepb's Story, his Grandfather J/aac was alive and in 
Icaith, who lived longer than any fince Terah ; being an hundred and eighty 
cats old when he died, which was in the Year of the World 2229, and 


Pledge 


could marry a Wife, having three Sons at 
three ſeveral Births by her, marry two of 
thoſe Sons ſucceſſively to one Woman, defer 
the Marriage of the third Son to the ſame Wo- 
man, beyond the due Time afterwards himſelf 
have Sons by the ſame Woman (his Daugh- 
ter-in-Law) and one of theſe Sons, Pharex, 
begat two Sons Hezron and Hamul, Gen. 
xlvi. 12. before Jacob went down to Egypt. 
|| Burying-place, What Time Reberea Iſaacs 
Wife died, is not ſet down any where in the 
Holy Scriptures; only in Gen. xlix. 30, 31. 
that ſhe was buried in the ſame Place where 
her Huoband was. But the Rabbins hold, 
that ſhe died in the Hundred thirty and ſe- 
venth Year of her Age, which was the Hun- 
dred fifty and ſixth of her Husband's, a Vear 
before * left Laban, By which Compu- 
tation {he muſt have been Nineteen Years old 
when ſhe married Iſaac at Forty, But ſurely 
if ſhe were ſo old when ſhe died, Deborah 
her Nurſe muſt needs have lived to a great 
Age, who outlived her, and yet muſt be ſup- 
poſed to have been older than ſhe when ſhe 
undertook to be her Nurſe, rd 


ous, or juſt: Becauſe Thamar had finned 


ovok'd her to lay this Trap for him, re- 
lying, ſince he would not let her have Chil- 
Wen by Shelah, ſhe would have them by 
m. And thus Thamar may be ſaid to be 


\ Thus, &c, Though this latter Part of 


vab'; Daughter, and the Birth of bis Three 


or, and Jacob's going thither to him; it 
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who was not a little fond o 
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Jo A Compleat HIS T ORT 


We will now return to Joſeph, of whom the laſt Account that we ga. 
was, that he was ſold to 1 Captain of the King of #gyp!'s Guardy 


Thing to prof Der that he undertook; - Proſperity and Faithiulneſs are indeziy 


Qualities in all, but chiefly in a Servant; which recommended 7oſeph { my : 
to Potiphar, that, as it were diſmiſſing himſelf from any farther Trouble, . 
made him Steward over his Houſe, leaving his whole Eſtate within and with 


Book 


his Bargain, when he found what a #1, 
ful Slave he had bought: And that which advanced Fofeph ti!) ¹ 
'in his Maſter's Favour was,' that he was ſenſible that the Lord made Even 


Doors to his Care and Management; by which he drew a Bleſſing upon qi 1 


that he had. Dk, | 


Poor Foſeph thus happily placed, might reaſonably expect to lead a cornton.i 
able Lite, tho'* in Slavery, and might hope for Liberty as the Rewarc of 
faithful and advantageous Service. But his Virtue muſt paſs ſome ſevere Tri 


before he can aſſure himſelf of an eſtabliſh'd State of Peace and Tranquilliy . 


Nature had been very bountiful to Zeſeph in beſtowing on him a mot! bea F I 
tiful Form, to which his early Years'added a female Sweetneſs, as his Sex {AW 


a manly Grace. His Charms were not long unregarded; for his Maſter's WW 


ſoon grew inamour'd of. him, and after all the Signs of her Deſire to din 


the virtuous Youth into a wanton Familiarity with her faiPd ; and that hy 


eager Paſſion more ſtrongly preſs'd her, ſhe reſolves to break thro* the RH 7 


of her Sex, and court him in plain Terms. 


It was not long before an Opportunity offer'd, the buſy F end, Lui, (4M : 


dom failing to aſſiſt his Servants. Potiphar being one Day upon Duty, an 


the reſt of the Servants diſpoſed at a Diſtance about their Work, none by | : 
the handſome Hebrew and his lacivious Miſtreſs were in the Houſe. © The [adv 


Paſſion had long rack*d her Thoughts how to contrive to come at her. beaut 


ful Slave; at laſt this fatal Opportunity offer'd, which ſhe readily imbract L 
and, in downright Words, asked him to lie with her. This, from one dl 
| Her Sex and Quality, was a great Surprize to our virtuous Innocent, wlll 


knew no other Way of Dealing with her, than firſt to expoſtulate the Hein 
ouſneſs of the Crime, and then give her a poſitive Denial. You fee ny 


„ Maſter, /ays be, has truſted me with his whole Fortune, and the Manag: 
ment of it, ſo that he knows not what is in the Houſe, and has :«(crr«M 
nothing to himſelf but you, who are his Wife: With what Face then cal 


I be ſo ungrateful to him who hath promoted me, and repoſed ſe mud 
Confidence in me, as to violate his Bed, and offend God ?“ Foſeph hope 


this Repulſe would have mortified her lewd Deſire ; but ſhe-grows more ea! 


and impatient, and, taking the foreſaid Opportunity, ſhe caught him by tt 


Cloak, and preſs'd him to lie with her: He not knowing how otherwile © 


get from her, left his Cloak in her Hand, and fled, 


. Deſpairing now of ever obtaining her Deſire, and fearing a Diſcovery d I 


her lewd Paſſion, being agitated by Revenge, ſhe reſolves to prevent his 16 
cuſing her, by making the firſt Charge againſt him; and therefore politick 
| — _ _ 


DP + 
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aking a Sham-out-cry, and holding Zoſeph's Garment in her Hand, ſome of 
e Scrvants that were neareſt the Houſe, ran in to her Aſſiſtance. **' See, 

ſaid ſhe, how my Lord: hath incouraged an || Hebrew to expoſe: us to Scorn 
Wd Infamy !“ This ſhe ſpoke with Deſign to ſet them againſt Joſeph (becauſe 
e £7 1ptions hated the Hebrews) and to engage them to take Part with her, 
Vin ſhould infiſt on his Innocence. Then, craftily going on with her 
ory, ſhe told them, That he came in to force her; but, ſhe crying out, 


ke tan away, and left his Cloak, Having thus prepared the Servants to ſe- 
ad her Charge againſt Joſepb, ſhe laid up his Cloak as an Evidence againſt 
er Lord's Return. Potiphar being come home, ſhe flies to him with Tears, 


a makes her Complaint to him of Jeſepb's Inſolence, in the moſt aggrava- 
Woo Expreſſions. The credulous Huſband, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting his Wife's 
WT :chery, and conſidering the Circumſtance' of the Cloak, without examining 
's Virtue, inflamed with Rage and Jealouſy, without further Inquiry, 
Wmmits him to the Royal Priſon, Ca fl „ Fro 462 

= 7/4, thus diſtreſs'd in a ſtrange Land, without Friend or Relation to 
ead his Cauſe, ſoon finds the comfortable Effect of an innocent Mind; his 
= ite is his Guard, and Providence his Protection, which God, who never 
Wives his Servants deſtitute, extended in a wonderful manner to him, making 
Impriſonment the Cauſe of his after Greatneſs. for Joſeph, by his virtuous 
ad harmleſs Deportment, grew into fo great Favour with his Keeper, that 
committed all the Priſoners to Joſeph's Care, and all Things in the Priſon 
ere managed by his Order and Direction; for the Jailer was ſenſible that God 


oſper'd him, and he was now Overſeer of the Priſon, as he had been be- 
bu ee of Potiphar's Houſe. 54 No 
dy VV iſt Jeſepb was a Priſoner, it happened, that the King's chief Butler and 
ut: kr were committed to the ſame Priſon where Zo/eph was confin'd, and the 


eeper charging Fo/e;b with the Care of them, he waited on them himſelf; 
which Means he grew acquainted with them. In one and the ſame Night, 
ile they were in Priſon, theſe two Officers dreamed each of them a Dream. 
% coming into their Apartment in the Morning, and finding them both 


nncholy, he demanded the Caule of their Uneaſineſs. They readily anſwered, 
aa old him, that they had each dreamed a Dream that Night, and being 
18 cer Confinement, they had no Opportunity of getting their Dreams inter- 


end. 7o/eph endeavouring to take them off from that ſuperſtitious Humour 
WW tiling to Diviners, or Soothſayers (which was very eommon to the Eg yp- 


opa told chem, Interpretations belonged to God, and defired to know their 
act ws. The Buttler told him, he dreamt he law a Viae, which had three 
tl 


3 rancies, that by degrees budded, then bloſſom'd, and at laſt bore ripe Grapes 3 
WE heſd Pharaoh's Cup in his Hand, ſqueez'd out the Juice oi the Grapes, 
Ws 2 it to Pharaoh to drink, Je/eph no ſooner heard the Butler's Dream, 


s % | £715, She called Jeſeph not by his [an Hebrew] to ſet them the more againſt him; 
ich me, but by the Name of his People, tor the Egyptians bated the Hebrews, 
king bur 
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but he gave him a poſitive Interpretation of it. The three Branches, (:y,;, 
fignify three Days; within which Time Pharaoh will reſtore thee to thy Pl» 
This was a joyful Interpretation to the Butler, of whom /o/eph deſired 1, WR 
thing in Return, but to remember him when he was in his Proſperity, A 
to intreat Pharaoh to let him out of Priſon, becauſe he had been traudulen 
brought from his own Country, and, without any juſt Cauſe, caſt into m | 
ſon. No queſtion but the Butler readily promiſed, though he was long fi 
performing, ee =_ 
The Baker hearing what a happy Interpretation the Butler had of his Dre 
was the forwarder in telling his Dream alſo to Zeſeph. I dreamt (aid H. 
that I had three Baſkets on my Head, and in the uppermoſt was all my 
ner of baked Meats for the King, and the Birds did eat them out of the 28G 
ket, that was on my Head. Foſeph as readily interprets this as the obe 
but in a different Manner. The three Baſkets (ſays he) are three Days, 4 © | 
the end of which Pharaoh will hang thee on a Gibbet, where the Birds A 
devour thy Fleſh. The Event according to Fo/eph's Prediction anſwer's; M 
three Days after the Butler was reſtored, and the Baker hanged. T 
Any one would be apt to think that the Obligation the Butler lay ud 
to Foſeph ſhould not long have ſlept in his Breaſt; but that having, as ( 
bearer, continual Opportunities of remembring Jeſeph's Condition, commit 
Gratitude might have ſtirr'd up ſome f hought advantageous ro Joch. bull: 
God did not think fit as yet; his V:rtus had net paſs'd Trials c 
Wheretore at the End of two Years a favourable Opportunity offer*c i: 
For then Pharaoh himſelt dreamt, That as he was walking on the Banks of the 
he ſaw ſeven fat Kine which fed in the Marſhesz after which he ſaw ſeyen oh 
frightful to behold, and exceeding lean, which fed along the Banks, and th 
Jaft devour'd the former. This Dream waked him; but falling aſleep again, . 
dreamt a ſecond Dream; which was, That he faw ſeven beauteous and til 
Ears of Corn ſhooting out from one Stalk, and ſeven others, very ſmall whit 
"Whither*d, devoured the firſt which were ſo beautiful. Pharaoh walking ii 
a great Conſternation, called his People about him, and the Dream making hn 
ſtrong Impreſſion on him, he ſummon'd all his Magicians and Diviners, an 
told them his Dreams; but there was not one that could expound them. 
Now at laſt did God put it into the Heart of the chief Butler to rememixl 
Joſeph; wherefore he ſeeing the King's Perplexity for want of having the Drag 
interpreted, acquainted him, that when he and the chief Baker were under WF: 
Majeſty's Diſpleaſure in Priſon, each of them, in the ſame Night, dream: 1M 
Dream, which a young Man, an Hebrew, Servant to the Captain of i: 
Guard, did interpret to them, juſt as the Event anſwer'd. 8 
Pharaoh, pleaſed at this Diſcovery of an Interpreter, immediately {ent fa 
Foſeph, and they that went for him, brought him haſtily out of the Privo 
and, having ſhav'd and dreſs'd himſelf, he was introduced into his Preſeno hn” 
Pharaoh, impatient to know the Meaning of them, told Foſeph he had — ß 
——— Drais 
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eams, which none of his own Subjects could interpret, and he was inform'd 
as skilful in the Art of Interpreting. a ee e 
%, unwilling to aſſume any Thing that did not belong to him, de- 
„ea he Character Pharaoh was pleaſed to give him; and told him, It is 
Sn God, and not from me, that the King ſhall receive a happy Expoſi- 
et his Dreams. Pharaoh then related to Foſeph his Dreams, who told 
wey both ſignified the ſame Thing, and that it was God's Will there- 
=S give Pharaoh to underſtand what was to happen in the Time to come; 
at the ſeven fat Kine and full Ears denoted the fame Thing, and ſignified 
a Ycars of Plenty: That che ſeven lean Kine and feven wither*d Ears 
WWorcis'd ſeven Years of Famine, which were to follow: That there would 
eren fruittul Years, follow'd by feven Years ſo barren, that former Plenty 
ad be forgot, and all the Country would be conſumed with Famine ; 
that the double Dream was a Token of the Certainty of the Event. 
%%%, having thus interpreted Pharaoh's Dreams, proceeds to adviſe him 
to improve the Dreams to Advantage, by making Choice of ſome wiſe 
able Miniſter, who under him ſhould be inveſted with full Power over 
Lott, chat he might appoint Officers in all the Towns, who ſhould, 
ing che ſeven Years ot Plenty, lay up in publick Granaries the fifth Part 
de Product of the Earth; and that all the faid Store ſhould be at the 
=. Diſpoſal, and ſecured in the Cities, to be preferv*d againſt the ſeven 
eas of Scarcity. Pharasb approved of the Counſel as well as the Interpre- 
on, and is not long in making his Choice; for, turning to his own Sub- 
s, he ſaid, „ Can we find ſuch. an one as this is, a Man in whom is the 
Spirit of God?“ And then turning to Fo/eph, ſaid, Since God hath ſhewed thee 
all this, I known none ſo difcreet and wiſe as thou art: Thou therefore 
ſhalt be the Man. Thou ſhalt be over my Houſe; and all my Subjects 
ball be at thy Command; only in the Throne will 1 be greater than 
Wc. Then he beſtow'd the Enſigns of Royalty upon him, taking the 
Ne off his own Hand, and putting it on Joſepb's, with other Marks of 
action, and cauſing bim to ride in the ſecond Chariot, ordered his Heralds 
os proclaim before him “ Abrelb, in Token of Honour and Subjection, as 
„ ccroy of the Country. 9 n 
me de King having inveſted him with full Power, to ingage him more firm- 
eiu '0 his Intereſt, changes his Name from Joſeph io + Zaphnath-paaneah, and 
er ches him into a Noble Family, giving him for Wife A/ſenath, the Daugh- 


ü % Tui is 1 u K TEE 1 

—_ is is a Ward of uncertain Knee before him in Token of Honour and 
0 d Diication, but render'd by ſome Saviour Subjection to him, as he was Chief Gover- 
t WIN 


| = land, by ſome Tender Father, and nor of Egypt, | | 
iiber Bow the Knee; which laſt ſeems + Zaphnatb pacneath. That is, a Revealer 
4 þ Proper in this. Place, becauſe wherever of Secrets, or one to whom Secrets are revealed, 
men the Chariot, they - bowed the | vo 
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Scarcity commenced z and which was general, not only in Egypt, but in . 


him. Foſeph no ſooner ſet Eyes on them, but he knew them; and, having 


made him ſuffer) and try what Effect ſome little Severity, or Threat, wolf 


74 A Compleat HISTORY. Bock 
ter of & Potiphar, Prince of | On. And now the ſeven plenteous Years 1, WAS 
ginning, in which the Earth brought forth in great abundance, Joe 1, 
gan his Circuit, and, vifiting all Parts of Egypt, he gathered up all the HH 
which could be ſpared from preſent Uſe, and laid it up in Store-houſes. Tu 
he continued to do every one of the ſeven fruicful Years, *cill he had gam 
ſuch a Quantity, that it was impoſſible to keep Account of it. In this fu 
ful Time, God bleſſed Zo/eph with two Sons; the eldeſt of which he <1, 
* Manaſeth, and the younger + Ephraim. | | = 
And now the ſeven Years of Plenty being expired, the ſeven Year; i 


neighbouring Countries; but in Egypt, by Joſeph's Providence, they were u. 
niſhed with Proviſion, which he ſold out, not only to the Egyptians, by: wil: 
thoſe alſo that came out of other Countries. n T 
In the ** ſecond Year of the Famine, amongſt thoſe that came to , 
to buy Food, were Jeſeph's ten Brethren, who, by their Father Jacob's Or] 
came for that Purpoſe from Canaan, where the Famine raged more than il 
Egypt, becauſe there were no Stores laid up there. Being come into Z2 
they appeared before Fo/eph, who had the intire Diſpoſal of the Corn; ::: 
foon as they were introduced, they *j| bowed their Heads to the Ground de 
Mind to terrify them (which was but a poor Revenge for what they (hl 
have, to bring them to a Senſe of their unnatural Dealing with him, vil 
an Interpreter, to avoid Suſpicion, he roughly asked them, whence they can: 
They anſwer'd, From the Land of Canaan, to buy Proviſions, He rep 
they were Spies, and came to make Diſcovery of the Nakedneſs of the Cuff 
try. They aſſure him they came upon no ſuch Deſign, but only to bil 
Corn; that they were no Enemies, nor had any Thoughts of doing Han 


$ Potiphar. This is not that Potiphar who 
bought Tojeph of the Iſbmaelites; tor he was 
a Military Man, befides, it was not likely Jo- 
ſeph would marry the Daughter of her that 
had traduced him ſo vilely as that Potiphar's 
Wife had done ; but it was another of the 
ſame Name, who was a Prieſt as well as a 
Prince, 


On. This Place was alſo called Helio- ; 
polis, or the City of the Sun, from the Wor- 


ſhip the Tnhabitants there did to the Sun, Some 


take Potiphar, Joſeph's Father-in-Law, to have 
| been Prieſt of On; but the Hebrew Word figni- 


fying indifferently Prince or Prieſt, Treme!lius 
and Junius render it Prince both here and 
after in Chap, xlvii. 22, & 26. and give Rea- 
ſons to prove it ſhould be read Princes, not 


ſaid he, God hath- caujed me to be fruitful + 


Prieſts, Some Enghſb T ranilations ren 
Prince in the Text, and ſet Prieſt in 
Margin. And the laſt Tranſlation. th - 
it renders it Prieſt in the Text, yet {© P 
and Princes in the Margin. = 

* Manaſſeb. Which ſignifies F:r-t 
For, ſaid he, God bath made me ft 
my Toll, and my Father's . = 

+ Ephraim. This ſig nifies Fruitſul: 


mine Aiction. 5 

* Second, See Cen. xlv. 11, : 
. Bowed, Here was a Completion of 
firſt of Jeſeph's Dreams which he rear 
prognofticating his future Greatneſs, v8 
now began to be fulfilled, 3 


v 1 3 
zl 


harge upon them, tells them they are 
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that they were all one Man's Sons, that had been twelve formerly, whereof 
youngeſt was with their Father, the next to him dead, But Foſeph repeating the 

Spies: To try them, he would put 
iv upon this Iſſue; “ Ye ſay ye have a younger Brother; agree upon 
one of you to go and fetch him, and ye ſhall be kept in Priſon the mean 
Time, that I may be ſatisfied whether what you ſay be true; otherwiſe, 


| | | as ſure as + Pharaoh lives, I ſhall look upon you as Spies.” Then putting 


em into fafe Cuſtody for three Days, in which Time they might conſult 


bat was beſt to be done, on the third Day he commands them to be brought 
or him, and turning to them with an Air of Tenderneſs, tells them 
Nit he feared God, and therefore would act juſtly by them; and being un- 
ung that their Families ſhould ſuffer for their Faults, or that they ſhould 
Sr if they were innocent, therefore, ( ſays he) do this to fave your Lives: 


If ye be true Men, let one of your Brethren be bound in Priſon, and go 
ye, carry Corn to prevent the famiſhing of your Families: But be ſure to 
bring your youngeſt Brother unto me; io ſhall you be juſtified for honeſt 


Mien, and your Lives be preſerved. 18 

Not knowing how to help themſelves, and not daring to expoſtulate with 
=: > much their Superior, and in whoſe Power they were, they unanimouſly 
eee. But at the ſame Time their own Neceſſity put them in Mind of the 
(Condition of their poor Brother Joſeph, who, for ought they knew, might 


dead, or under ſome miſerable Circumſtance of Life, reproaching one ano- 


her, they cry*d, . Juſtly do we now ſuffer for our Cruelty to our Brother, 


o whom. we refuſed Mercy, though he begged it in the Anguiſh of his 
Soul; therefore God is juſt in ſending this Diſtreſs upon us.“ Hereu 


; euben, that diſſuaded them from murdering 7o/eph, and adviſed them to put 
[3 into the Pit, that he might find ſome Way of preſerving him, “ Aye, 


/ays he, did not I.intreat you not to commit that Crime againſt our Bro- 
ther? See, now his Blood is required of us, 
Foſepb, as. has been ſaid, ſpoke to them. by an Interpreter, who muſt be ſup- 


13 ſed abſent now, becauſe he heard arid underſtood their Diſcourſe, they ſpeaking. 
ey to one another before him, becauſe they thought he did not underſtand. 
e: Burt their Words fo affected him, to fee them in this Diſtreſs, 


aough but a ſham one) that he was forced to withdraw for a while to give 


ME": to his Tears: After which returning, and by his Interpreter converſing 


, Sc. By this they. luggeſted the had learn'd ſome of their Corruptions; and. 
= P!oability of their being Spies, being all this is the rather believed, becauſe it is. ren- 
een the Sons of one Man, fince no der'd By the Life of Pharamb: From which 
na bis right Wits would ſend ſo many 

9 d all. of his own Family, upon fo dange- Jeſeph, Præſect. 5. Sect. 7. Some will have 
8B and capital an Enterprize. it 2 Prayer for his Lite, Sc. But in itfelf- 


Charge of Swearing Biſhop - Sander/on defends 


Pharaoh, The Egyptians being Tdolaters, it looks more like a vehement Obteſtation 


. Id ling to ſwear by the Life of their King, than an Oath, 
3 P Wink that Jeſeph living among them, - 


with. 


* 
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with them, he took Simeon, and cauſing him to be bound in their Siglit, 1, 
ſet the reſt at Liberty, who having their Sacks by his Order filPd with Co 
— 8322 given them for their Journey, they loaded their Aſſes, and d. 
When they came to their Inn the firſt Night, one of them opening his Sache 
give his Afs Provender, ſpied his Money in the Mouth of his Sack, (4, 
Jeſepb had ordered his Steward 'to put every Man's Money into his Sy; 
again). Being ſurpriz*d at this, he tells the reſt what had happen'd to hin 
who ſeeing the Money, looked confuſedly one on the other, and the Se, 
of their Guilt concerning Jeſeph haunting them, they looked upon this ag 
additional Judgment of God upon them. An IN 
Being arrived in Canaan, they gave their Father an Account of ther 
Journey, relating the Treatment they received from the Viceroy of Foy 
how he had ſuſpected them to be Spies, of which they had no Way » 
clear themſelves, but by, leaving Simeon bound in Prifon, as a Pledge, 0 
they ſhould bring Benjamin, to ſhew that what they had told him of hi 
Family was true. This News was very ungrateful to Jacob, which was mu 
Increaſed when, upon the opening of their Sacks, they found every Mam 
Money in his Sack; for they feared, that when they ſhould have clean 
themſelves of being Spies, this might afford new Matter of Accuſation. Un 
which the poor afflicted Father breaks into this Complaint, crying, © Y: 
have deprived me of my Children; Jeb is dead, and Simeon is loft u 
me; and now ye will take my Darling Benjamin away too; theſe Thing 
are hard upon me.” Reuben, thinking to perſuade his Father to coin WR. 
to part with Benjamin, defired him to commit him to his Care, ingagins WM 9 
bring him ſate to him again; Which, if I do not, aid be, ſlay ww. 
* of my Sons. 9 8 | 1 . = 
This unnateral Pledge carried but little Weight in it with Jacob, for Wi 
was eaſily ſenſible how fad a Recompence it would be to him, for the [on 
of his Son to kill two of his Grandſons: So that this Propoſal, inſtead of «AR 
laying, did but aggravate his Grief, and made him reſolve not to tru't 3-»-Wi 
jamin with them: For, /aid . he, his Brother 7oſeph (his only Brother by RN + 
the Mother) is dead, (for fo he and they all thought) and he is left ain; WR. 
© and if any Miſchief befa! him by the Way, then will ye bring down my Wi 
grey Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave. PETS. 3 
In theſe Sorts of Debates the ſpent they Time till Neceſſity put tem uM 
Mind of returning Egypt : For the Famine increaſing every Day, an 1: W": 
Proviſion they had brought being near ſpent, Jacob order'd his Sons 0 . E 
pair to Egypt again, taking no Notice of the Obligation the Viceroy b | WM. 
upon them, not to ſee his Face again without their Brother Benjamin Hh: 
Sons knew *twas in vain for them to go without him; and how to perfuacic ct WS: 


+ Two. Reuben at this Time had four went down afterwards with are into nd A 
Sans, as appears from Gen, xlyi, 9. which *' , e Path © 
| | Fathel : 


2 N 
1 
. 


» 


or us to go. 
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ber to part with him, was hitherto an inſuperable Difficulty. Reuben had 
W.. his Skill to no Purpoſe before, all his Rhetorick and Arguments proving 
F. Aual to move the Patriarch to a Compliance; therefore Judah accofts 
5 im in ſomewhat a rougher Manner, and, in very ſhort and down-right Terms, 
WE. ..-. che Neceſſity of carrying Benjamin with them; It is in vain, ſays He, 
+ for the Viceroy. ſolemnly; proteſted, that we ſhould ſee his 
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Face no more, except we brought our Brother with vs.” This put poor 


z 15h to a great Straight, and drew from him a freſh Complaint 3 Why, 


ſays he, did ye deal ſo unkindly by me, as to tell him, ye had another 
Brother?“ They, in Excuſe, anſwer'd, ** He examined us ſo ſtrictly of 


Blame for ever. 


dor Family and Condition, we could not avoid it; for he inquired parti- 
cularly, whether our Father was yet alive; and whether we had another 
WS Brother ; beſides, could we expect that he ſhould oblige us to bring our 
=S Brother with us? Judah, obſerving his Father to begin to waver in his 
WD -{o/ution, reiterates the Neceſſity of their Return, and preſſes his Father to 
Wo:cn, ſaying, Send the Child with me, and we will go, that we may live, 
= :nd not periſh by Famine; I will be Surety for him, and at my Hand 
= i: chou require him; If I bring him not ſafe again, then let me bear the 


At laſt Fondneſs ſubmits to Neceſſity, which drew the good old Patriarch 
o a Compliance more than all their Reaſons and Importunities. ** Since 
there is no Remedy, /aid be, take ſome of the beſt Fruits, and carry the 


Man a * Preſent, fome Turpentine, ſome Dates, ſome Storax, Laudanum, 


Ii, &c, Our Englih,. and ſome Latin, 


bons, as likewiſe the Septuagint, render 
very barſhly, and make Judah very bluntly 
ineverently tell his Father, hey will not go 
bout Benjamin, which is very indecent 
na Son to a Patent. Wherefore Junius 
ens the Expreſſion, We cannot go without 


Brother, unleſs we violate our Promiſe, 


= 72d the Diſpleaſure of the Vieeruy. 

= et. The Verſions have ill exoreſs'd 
Preient which Jacob ſent to Jeſeph, Gen. 
Wy”. ii. Carry down the Man a Preſent, a 


'e Balin, and a little Honey, Spices, c. For 


ext evidently ſpeaks of Fruit, and ſuch 
as Were taked from Trees; and the 


m did not grow in Judea, but on this 


Vodan, near Engeddi and Jericho, and 
on the other fide in the Country of Gi. 
=, where 


35 Jacob was then, as ſeveral Hiſ- 
ans relate. Beſides, the Balm was unknown 


Ilia before the Days of Solomon, in which 


(Queen of Sheba brought it thither from 


| alia Flix, a8 Joſephus affirms. e 
Neu. XII. 4 


* 


It is evident that the Hebrew Word Ni- 
coth ſignifies ſome particular Drug, if we com- 
pare Gen. xxxvii. 25. with this Text, Gen. 
xxxiv. 11. And ſince the Sterax is very com- 
mon in Syria, whence the Arabians tranſport 
it elſewhere, it is probable that Aguila had 
Reaſon to render this Term by that of Sto- 
rax, as Bochart has prov'd at large. He 
proves alſo that the Word Seri cannot ſignify 


Balm, but only Roſin or Turpentine, as ſeveral 


have render'd it. And J. H. Urſin bas prov- 
ed that the Hebrew Word Loth ſignifies Lau- 


danum. ä 

The Verſions likewiſe confound the Honey 
with the Dates, becauſe the Hebrew expreſſes 
both by the ſame Name. 

Some perhaps may wonder that ſuch things 
as this Preſent was made up of could be had 
in ſo great a Famine : But let them conſider 
that this was but the ſecond Year of the ſe- 
ven, end theſe things not being uſed for com- 
mon Food, there might ſome ſmall Quantity 
of the old Stock remain. 

. „ £9, take 


p : * 55 
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„c. take with you alſo “ double Money, and the Money that was Drough 
% back in your Sacks, perhaps it was an Over-ſight, and take your Brod 
Benjamin; and Almighty God incline the Viceioy to be favourable to 0 
e thar he may ſend back your other Brother and Benjamin.” Then, taking 
Leave of them, he ſaid, If I be depriv'd of my Children, I am depriy," 
Thus quietly ſubmitting all to the Diſpoſal of Providence, he diſmiſs'd they, 
who, having their Brother Benjamin, double Money, and a Preſent, to appeat 
the angry Governor with, go on cheerfully, and hope to appear with ſyn, 
Credit and Aſſurance before him. 5 

Being come into Egypt, they appeared before Jeſepb, who, ſeeing then, 
and Benjamin in their Company, bad his Steward to bring them into 1, MR 
Houſe, and provide for their Entertainment, for they ſhould dine wich hn WM. 
The Steward obeyed, and conducted them in. This put them into a ry WM 
Fright, not knowing the Honour that was intended them; and theretgy 
conferring together, they concluded it was upon the Account of the Mony 
they had found in their Sacks, and that they ſhould be. made Slaves upc 
that Pretence; to prevent which, as they thought, they immediately apple 
themſelves to the Steward, telling him, they had found that Money in thi 
Sacks, which they had brought again, with more to buy what they wants, 
The Steward bid them fear nothing, for it was their God, and the God g 
their Fathers, who had put that Treaſure into their Sacks, for he had er. 


Ni: 
ceived their Money, and was ſatisfied z and, finding them ſomewhat dejectec It 
to comfort them, he brought forth their Brother Simeon to them, ant! gar e 
Order for Water to waſh their Feet, and that Provencer ſhould be given v8: 


their Aſſes. 5 | 

And now, being informed that they were to dine with the Viceroy, ihy 
got their Preſent ready againſt he came, which he ſoon did, and they c. 
fered him their Preſent, with the moſt ſubmiſſive Proſtration. Foſeph (alu 
them in a friendly Manner, and asked them how their Father did, the ol 
Man they had told him of, whether he was ſtill alive? They anſwer'd hin 
Thy Servant, our Father, is ſtill alive and well“ and they & bowed n 
Joſeph ſpoke to his Brethren in general, but his Eyes were chiefly imployts 
in ſurveying his Brother Benjamin, who was moſt dear to him of any 0 
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them; therefore, very familiarly addrefling himſelf to them concerning bin ( 
he asked, Is this your younger Brother, whom you mentioned?“ And, nd! ve 

: : # 1 a k TREES t, 

* Double Money. It's ſtrange that ſome wiſe be advanced; and therefore be orcet 

ſhould take this double Money to be order'd to take the more Money, that they 7" 
by Jacob, to make amends for the Money not be diſappointed. - - _ | . 
that they brought back in their Sacks; whereas 8 Bowed, In this Action of tbelts, VR: 
the very next Words in the Text clear that, Doubt Foſeph could not but obſerve the "WW: 


mentioning the Money found in their Sacks, 


This double Money then muſt be order'd by 
'Zacob upon Conſideration, that as the Famine 
_ creaſed, the Price of Proviſions would like- 


compliſhment of his firſt Dream, Ger. NN 


e 


7. whetein their Sheaves made Ot eilancs" 


Walti 
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ating for an Anſwer, he thus kindly ſalutes him, God be gracious to thee; 


n Son.“ Jeſeph's Affection ſhew'd itlelf in his Eyes, which forced him 
WW vichdraw, that he might not yet diſcover himſelt ; therefore, retiring ha- 


ily to his Chamber, he there gave his Paſſion Vent in a Flood of Tears 


ich, as ſoon as he had dried up, and waſhed his Face, that it might not 


W. obſerved he had wept, he returned very cheerfully into the Room to 


Wy of theirs) they drank freely, and were merry with him. 

hugs ſucceeding thus happily beyound the Expectation of Jacob's Sons, 
aht reaſonably conclude all Dangers and Storms of Calamity over: 
ale! the ſharpeſt Trial is yet to come: Their hard Hearts, which could 


Wn, giving Order for Dinner to be brought in. Immediately the Tables 
. read. Joſeph, by reaſon of his Dignity, fat by himſelf ; for his Brethren 
Nee was Proviſion made by themſelves ; and for the Egypiians, who were to 
een his Company, by themſelves, becauſe the &Agypitans diſdain'd to eat 
Wick buch inferior People as Shepherds, for ſuch the Hebrews were, The 
en Brethren being placed in their Seats according to the exact Order of 


eir Births, could not forbear admiring at the“ Strangeneſs of the Thing. 


over, being kindly entertain'd (for Foſepb ſent to each of them their 


{fs from his Table, but to Benjamin he tent a Meſs five times as much as 


be moved at the Anguiſh of Teſepb's Soul, muſt be affficted ſtill more. 


Wn tho 7% h for the Sake of his Brother Benjamin longed to diſcover him- 
et he delay'd to do it for ſome time, till he had put them into ano- 
„ right, to take an innocent Revenge on them for their cruel Uſage of. 
Wn; which he put in Execution thus; He ordered his Steward to fill their 
ir Sacks with Corn, and to put the Money into every Man's but in the 
Wo ungeti's Sack to put the Silver Cup he uſed to drink out of. This done, 
= x: Morning early they ſet homeward ; but they were not gone far, 
eb, calling his Steward, bad him purſue them, and charge them with 


WW: ing his Cup. He ſoon overtook them; and fiiſt reproaching them for 


n 
3 


„WWW 


ergeneſt. The Reaſon of the Brethrens to underſtand the Order of their Ages, to 


Wc! Irgratitude, he then demands the Cup. They, knowing their Innocence, 


emed net affected with the Charge, but, as an Argument of their Probity 
d juſt Dealing, they teminded him of their bringing back the Money 


lich rhey ſound in their Sacks. But, to put the Matter out of all Doubt, 


Confidence of their Innocency, they offered to ſtand a Search, under the 


F "creſt Penalties z ©*© With whomſoever of thy Servants, Jay they, it ſhall be 
ound, let him die, and we alſo will be my Lord's ＋ Bondmen,” The 
8 5 TE | Tdipg ng Steward 


avelling one at another not being exprefled, diſpoſe them ſo rightly in their due Ranks, 


Wc it uncertain whether they marvelled at + Bondmen. The Scripture ſomltimes gives 
i Marner and Order of the Entertainment, the Name of Children, not only to thoſe that 
eier, not being placed by themſelves as are in Childhood, but likewiſe to Pe ſons who 


Nee chink, but by Joſeph, or his Servant by are fimple and innocent, and whoſe Sincerity 


\ppoiriyment, they mervelled how he came has not been corrupted. by the ny the 
| | | , | orid,. 
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Steward took them at their Word, but with this Mitigation, that only he 
whom the Cup ſhould be found, ſhould be his Servant, and the ret i 
blameleſs. Then every one unloaded his Beaſt, and, as they opened g 
Sacks, he ſearched them, beginning at the eldeſt, and ſo going on to h 
youngett, found the Cup in Berjamin's Sack. Here was a plain Cornvidig 
and yet no body guilty ; the poor Youth on whom it was taken, was ſtry 
with Horror and Amazement ; it was to no Purpoſe to offer at a Defeny 
for upon ſuch Demonſtration, none would believe him; beſides, by muy 
Agreement between them and the Steward, Benjamin's Life was forfeited, y 
leaſt his Liberty. Their Grief and Deſpair ſhew'd itſelf in their rending thi 
Clothes, and not knowing what to ſay to palliate or excuſe the Fact, the 
filently load their Aſſes, and in a mourntul manner return to the City. 

Joſeph ſtay'd at home impatiently expecting their coming, who no ſons 
_ enter*d into his Preſence, but they fell to the Ground in a moſt ſorrow! 
Submiſſion : And before they could offer the leaſt Defence or Excuſe 9 
themſelves Joſeph ſternly accoſts them, ſaying, ** What is this ye have dom 
could you imagine ye ſhould paſs undiſcover*d? “ In the midft of this grey 
Confternation and Fear, Judab proſtrating himſelf in a pitiful Manner, cin 
out, We have nothing to ſay for our ſelves : God hath found out our 805 
<< and we muſt remain Slaves with him in whoſe Sack the Cup was fount, 
«© Not fo, ſaid Joſeph, God forbid I ſhuuld do ſuch an Injuſtice; He on 
** who ſtole the Cup ſhal! be my Slave; but as for the relt of you, retun 
home to your Father. 

Judab finding the Viceroy begin to melt, took the Freedom to 2pprot 
a little nearer, and in a very moving Speech repeated the whole Caſe betta 
them and their Father, in Relation to their bringing Benjamin into £xy/!, u 


take off the Suſpicion of their being Spies: Then paſſionately deſcri 4 
ing the melancholy Condition of their Father for the Loſs of his Son 70/1, BF 
the extream Fondneſs he had for his Son Benjamin; the Difficulty they tat 
to prevail with their Father to truſt his beloved Benjamin with them, ſo thi f 
himſelf was forced to become Security for the ſafe Return of his Brother 5 


and that ſince his Father's Life was wrapt up in the Lad, if they ſhould t 
turn without him, it would occaſion his Death, and they ſhould draw the Curt 
upon themſelves of bringing their Father's grey Hairs with Sorrow to tit 
Grave; concluded his Speech with this Petition, Now therefore, I beſced 


World, as in Mat. xi. 25. and in 1 John. i. 
12, 14. It likewiſe gives the Name ot Son to 
thoſe who ate moſt in Eſteem, as in Gen. xliſi. 
39. And the Name of Children to Slaves and 
Ser vants, as St. Augu/lin hath obſerved on theſe 


Words, and tue will be the Children of my Lord 


Cen. xliv. 9. which the Geneva Verſion and 
ours have very well render'd, and we alſo will 
be my Lord's Bondmen, And likewiſe where 


the Original ſays, Our Father, thy Chi 
well, Gen. xliii. 28. theſe two Verſions d 
very well render'd it, Thy Servant, , U. 
ther, is in good Health, For the Quality d 
Children could neither agree to Jace or fi 
Sons upon that Occaſion, The La 0 


alſo uſe the Word Per often in the ſame Se 
and it is manifeſtly ſo taken in ſome other Ff 
of Scripture, | | 


64. jo 


— 
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my Lord, let me, thy Servant, abide here a Slave inſtead of the Lad, and 
Jet him go up with his Brethren; for how ſhall I ſee my Father without 
him? Joſeph was ſo ſenſibly touch'd with this moving Harangue of Judab's, 
at he could no longer act the majeſtick Part of Viceroy and Judge; and 
erefore, cauſing all others to withdraw, that he might with more affectionate 
leedom diſcover himſelf, breaking forth into a loud Weeping, he cried to 
.. Brethren, © lam Jo/ezh, doth my Father yet live?” The Name of Jo- 
= rouzed the Senſe of their Guilt, to which the Dread of the Power he 
g do revenge himſelf on them did not a little contribute; ſo that in this 


able Confuſion they were not able to anſwer him. 
Now ſtruggling Nature appeared more plainly in Joſeph's Eyes and Voice; 
ol r obſerving, the Diiorder of his Brethren, in a compaſſionate Accent, he bids 
em come near him, and aſſures them he was their very Brother Joſeph, 
boom they ſold ; and tho' he had acted with the Auſterity ot a Viceroy, he 
„ Wi! recain'd the Tenderneſs of a Brother; and to mitigate the Remembrance 
"WAS thor Cruelty towards him, he bids them no longer afflict themſelves with 
= Thoughts of it, for it was all“ God's Doing, who permitted them ſo 


2 diſpoſe of him for their Preſervation ; “ God, /aith be, ſent me hither before 
+ Hou, io preſerve you a Poſterity in the Earth, and to fave your Lives by 
* igreat Deliverance. Ye ought therefore to be convinced that it was not 
"I you that ſent me hither, but God, who, by the various Diſpenſations of 
3 bis Providence, hath brought me to this Dignity and Power here, that I. 
3 may be an Inſtrument of preſerving the Family of the Faithful. For this 
4 End hath God made me as a T Father to Pharaoh and his People, that 
by my Counſel and Care I might preſerve them; therefore am I made 


Lord of the King's Houſe, and Chief Ruler over all the Land of Egypt.” 
ea be propoſes the ferching of his Father, with the whole Family of Vrael, 
ooh n Canaan to Egypt; bidding them deliver this Meſſage to him, „God 

lach made me Lord of all Egypt, therefore defer not coming; fa; I will 


by provide & Geben for the Place of thy Habitation, and there will I nouriſh 
het 3 thee and thy Family, leſt they come to want.“ And that they might not 
„ oobt chat he was indeed their Brother 7o/eph, he told them, ** Your Eyes 
ul | | «© fee 
KF Mor Doing. Though God deteſts Sin; is in Eſib. xiii. 6. called a Second Father to 
ech L be often turns the Wickedneis of Man to Artaxerxes; which was reckoned the firſt Title 


ve his Glory : Of which there are frequent ot Honour and Dignity in the Courts of Tire, 
11/1 oc s in holy Scripture belides this, Egypt, and Perſia. "as 
er. Our Verſions render this abſo- $ Gohen, This was the fruitfulleſt Part of 
ey; but the Latin and the Septuagint more all Egypt, eſpecially tor Paſturage; and there» 
iy 18 periy, 65s @ Father; that is, Governor, fore the moſt commodious for them who were 
or LD 'cii or, or Moderator ; for fo Joſepb by his brought up Shepherds, and the ſhorceſt Journey 
+; em bad all the Kingdom of Egypt, and for him to make, as being neareſt Canaan. 
dene hof Pharach, committed to his Care, || Doubt, FJojeph having before ſpoken to 
Pe (frei ors might juſtly be called Father of them by an Interpreter, he bids them obſerve 
gd on under the King. Thus Haman that now he ſpoke to them in the Hebrew 
. 12 FMS | T onguey 


Or 
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« ſee, and the Eyes of my Brother Benjamin, (whom my Father will eſp.c1,l 
regard, that it is I my ſelf that ſpeak to yon. And to comfort my x, WW. 
ther, tell him of my Glory here. and all that you have fern; and nA 
„ haſte. to conduct him hither.” Then, taking Benjamin in his Arms, MA 
wept for Joy; and, as a Seal of Pardon for all Offences, he tende:1y H 
braced and kiſſed them ſeverally, and wept over them. Joſepb's kind Carriage I 
Recot:<ilation having diſpelled their Fears and Apprehenſions of the (-y,WR. 
Reſentment they might juſtly have expected from him, they took Heart, MAW; 
converſed familiarly with him. 3 | 5 
The Report of the Arrival of Jeſeph's Brethren ſoon ſpread in Ph 
Court, which, for the great Reſpect all had to Joſeph, was very agreeable, 
the King and all about him; who immediately orders Joſeph to ſ:nd RK 
Brethren to conduct his Father, and all that belonged to him, into EHν WP 
where he ſhould ſhafe of the beſt during the Famine, of which there v 
five Years to come. Foſeph gladly obeys, and accordingly provides Carta 
and Food for their Journey, But for a Preſent to his Father, he ſent il 
Aſſes, laden with the choiceſt Dainries Egypt afforded, and ten She-Aſſcs, ? 
with Corn and Proviſions for him by the Way, And, the more to cheer whdil 
Brethren, and confirm his Love to them, he gave to each of thera Changi: 
of Raimentz but, to diſtinguiſh Benjamin from the reſt, he gave him th: 
hundred Pieces of Silver, and five Changes or Suits of Clothes: And, kno” 
ing their quarrelſome Diſpoſition, and, fearing they ſhould enter into fon: 
Debate who was moſt in Fault for the Injury done to him, he lays a 
Cha'ge upon them, not to fall out by the Way, _ E: 
Foſeph having diſmiſſed his Brethren, they make the beſt of their Way 
Canaan, where they were joyſully received by their good old Father, «AW: 
cially upon the Return of his two Sons, Simeon and Benjamin, whom he fc 
expected to ſee again. But when they acquainted him with Joſeph's by 
alive, and the Grandeur he lived in, his former Grief revived, and in WW: 
Judgment diſtruſting rhe extravagant Account they gave: he had like to hy: 
died; but when he ſaw the Carriages with the Prefents and Proviſions 7: 
had ſent for him, his fainting Spirits, like an Oil-ipent Lamp oppor tun y”- 
ſupplied, revived, and, in an Ecſtacy of Joy, he cried out, This is bey 
my Expectation z my Son Foſeph yet alive! I will go and fee him be 
< I die.” Accordingly he took his Journey with all that he had; and f 
at * Beer/heba, he offered Sacrifice to the God of his Father //aac. H. 


ping ary e e 
it was God ſpake to 1/7ae! in the Viſions of the Night, bidding him feat 
Tongue, they might the better be aſſured that by Jacob's offering Sacrifice here, it may tei b 1 
it was he their Brother that had hitherto con- ably be ſuppoſed that fo religious a Man a 
verſed with them. was, not only gave God Thanks for ihe "MM * 


* Beerſpeba. Here it was, where the Lord 
appeared bo his Father Jſaac, and bleſſed him, 
and where his Father built an Altar and wor- 

_bipped the Lord, Gen, xxvi. 23, 24. 25. But 


ſervation of his Son Foſeph, and fafe rctur0d 
his other Sons, but implor'd the divine Pro 
tion and Bleſſing upon him and his in the JW 
ney he had now undertaken,” 


Egypt. Though God had promiſed the 
nd of Canean to Iſrael's Poſtetity, yet he 
W (u2dcs him to go into Egypt, (tho' a Coun- 
where his Anceſtors had been ill created, ) 
BS |: would protect him. 
Brig, Sc. That is, not that he ſhould 
o come out of Egypt, but that his Body 
esd de carried from thence to be buried in 
epolchre of his Anceſtors, and that his Poſ- 
SS {hou poſſeſs the promited Land, from 
cn de was departed. For as to '{/rae!'s dy- 
Ag in £5227, it's plain, that God at the Time 
es on told him he ſhould die there, Gen. 
.. or there Joſeph is promiſed to cloſe 


yes. 
6%. From hence Jace might juſtly 
1 er that he ſhould die a natural Death, and 


RS: {is Son 7 2/eph ſhould be with him to the 


_ mn: of his Life; which was a great 
"=o! to the fond old Patriach;. 
"He D4uzhters. This will admit of a twolold 


e, ſuch as Sarah uſed when the ſaid, 
el bud have ſaid to Abraham that Saiah 
F ud have given Suck to Children? Gon, xxi. 


£25, ſhe never gave Suck but to one 
„ % Secondly, Though Jacob ſtrictiy 
* * 21 * 5 0 
1 bu: ohe Daughter, which was Dinah, yet 
11 he may be. underſtood to ſpeak of his 


bin Law, 

e Name of Jacob's Family, which he 
ae wich him into Egypt, are particularly 
i in Gen. xlvi. 8, 1 25. And both 
dia Deut. x. 22. are computed to be 
= le Number Three ſcore and ten Per- 
bor becauſe there is an apparent Diffe- 
„ between the Account here, and tnat 
We 7 given by St. Stephen, Acls vii. 14. the 


«of 


ers: Firſt, As it was a general Way ot 


of th HOLY BIBLE. $3 


go down into + Egyp?, for he would there make of him a great Nation 
ehe would go with him, and ſurely “ bring him thence again, and that 
beloved 7o/eph ſhould there || cloſe his Eyes. Jacob, incouraged by this 
oe Promiſe, left Beerſheba, and cheerfully 
es,; his Sons carrying with them their Little-ones, and their Wives, in 
Waggons which Pharaoh had ſent to convey them. 
n thcir Cattle, and. their Goods, which they had gotten in Canaan, and 
ee into Egypt, Jacob, his Sons, and his Sons Sons, his F Daughters, and his. 
Wns Daughters, making in all * ſeventy Perſons, ; 


ur ſues his Journey towards 


They took alſo with 


Jacob 


one reckoning ſeventy, the other making it /z- 
venty five, it may not be unpleaſant to recon» 
cile theſe two different Accounts from the O- 
pinion of a certain Learned Man. This Dif- 
ficulty, ſays he, will be ſmall, if we ſay, that 
the Places are not parallel: For Moſes makes 
a Catalogue, in which, together with Jacob, 
his own Offspring only, they that came of his 
Loins, are comptehended, his Sons Wives be- 
ing expteſly excepted, v. 26. For which Rea- 
ſon not only they who actually went into E- 
9) % wich him, but Jeſepb alſo, with his two 
Sons Ephraim and Mauaſſeb, although they 


were in Egypt betore, are contained in the 


Number Seventy; becauſe they having ſprung 
from Jacob's Loins, and taking their Origincl 
from the Land of Candan, did live as Stran- 
gels in the Land of Egypi, and therefore 
were juſtly to be reckoned as if they had 
entered Egypt with Jacob. A ſpecial Reaſon 
there is allo, why Hezron and Hamul, the 
two Grandſons of Judah by Phares, are put. 
into that Number, tho? they were born after- 
wards in Egypt, that they might ſupply the 
Place of Fulah's two Sons, Er and Onan, 
who were dead before, But St. Stephen, in 
his Oration, doth not ſet forth Jacob's Gene- 
alogy ; but declares who they were that 77 
ſeph called out of the Land of Canaan into E- 
2yprt: For he called more than ſprang from 
Facob's Loins. There, in the firſt Place, are 
to be ſhut out Fu1ah's two Grandſons Heron 
and Hamutl, and the next Place Joſeph and his 
two Sons. Fudah's two Grandſops be could 
not call, becauſe they were not yet born: Him- 
ſelf and his Sons he could not call, becauſe they 
were in Egypt already. Thoſe five therefore, 
and then Jacob, whom St. Su#phen mentions 
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Jacob, being arrived on the Borders of Egypt, diſpatches his Son 7,4, 
before him, to receive Directions for going to Gaſben; Who ſoon return y 
his Father, and conducts him thither; where Jeſepb, with a Train become 

his high Station, meets him, and, with infinite Satisfaction, congratulate, h. 

happy Arrival in a Place where he had Power to make the reſt of hi; Ig 

eaſy and comfortable. Here were the higheſt Ecſtacies of filial Duty and pam 
tal Affection expreſſed; Tears of Joy flowed from both Sides; and, vt 

Joſeph was contemplating the Divine Goodneſs that he had reſtored him o 

more to the Sight of his aged Father, the pious Latriarch, thinking his [yi 

on Earth compleat, deſired to live no longer, Now, ſays be, let me 4, 

e fince I have ſcen thy Face. | = 30 
After theſe mutual Indearments were ſomewhat over, 7-/eph propoſes to wc 
Father and Brethren that he would go and - acquaint the King with Wee 

Arrival, which he was in Gratitude obliged ro do, ſince the King kad (vw 

for them, inſtructing them at the ſame Time, that he would acquaint hin 

with their Manner of Life, whigh was in breeding and now iſhing Cart:le, M 

if he ſhould inquire of them what Occupation they were bred. to, they ſhouliRG 

anſwer acccordingly; by which they would ſecure. the Land of Cohen ili 

their Uſe, where they might live and take Care of their Flocks and Herds h 

themſelves; for the Eg yptians did fo abominare Shepherds, that they woul 

never ſuffer them to live promiſcuouſly amongſt them. . 

Then Foſeph, taking five of the molt gracetul Perſons of his Brethren, va 
and acquainted Pbaracb that his Father and Family were arrived in C1 
and preſented the five he had brought with him to the King, who tren 
them reſpectfully for Jaſeph's Sake; and demanding what they were bred ti 
they, according to their Inſtructions, anſwer*d, That they were Shepherds, an 
humbly begged Leave to ſettle in Goſber., The King, turning to 70%, wh 
him, The whole Land is at thy Diſpolal, place them in the beit Pane 

<< it, in Coſben, if they like that beſt; and it there be any among them i 

«© extraordinary Skill in their Way, let them have the Care and Manag 

«© ment of my Cattle. hoes: TR 

FJoſepb's Project thus happily ſucceeding, he introduces his Father to ti 

King, whom Jacob reverently ſalutes. The King graciouſly condeſcencing vi 

talk with him, inquires his Age; who tells him, he was an hundred au 
thirty Years old, though his Anceftors had lived to a greater Age. be, 

taking Leave of Pharaob, Foſeph placed his Father and his Brethren in & 
maſes, a City afterwards of Goſhen, which was the moſt fertile Part of Ag 
where he nouriſh'd them, and provided for them according to their Fami 
with that Care and Tenderneſs, as if they had been his Children. 


by himſelf, being ſet afide, there remain of whom Joſeph muſt needs call together hit 
| Moſess Number Seventy but Sixty four, viz. their Husbands, and which belonged 9 i 
= the e/even Brethren, one Siſter, Dinah, and two Kindred, you bave all his Kindred in thieeſcu! 
| and fifty Children of the Brethren; to which and fifteen Souls, 


add the eleven Wives of the eleven Brethren, * 
| | | 300 


— 


Good old rar! and his Family being chus happily diſpoſed, Joſepb returns 
his Charge. And now the Famine increaſing, People from all Parts of 


the Land, and brought it into the King's Exchequer: And. when their Money 


irg him, that their Money was ſpent, and he having got their Cattle al- 


for Seed, and for Food for your ſelves and Families. 


Time knew not where to claim. Thus the Egypiians ſaved their Lives at 


Wc, calling him their Preſerver; and, to ſhew how willingly they ſubmicted 


King's Servants.. 


Money failed; which was indeed the Land, but Teaving none upon their own, be 


WE"! again, received all of the King's Bounty. 


| „and Canaan repair to Joſeph, who. furniſhed them with Proviſions as 
pg as their Money held out; by which Means he had collected all the Money 


WE! they brought their Cattle, and he gave them Bread in Exchange for 
ea. Thus they went on till the F ſixth Near, and then the Famine preſ- 
| them ſo hard, that they were forced to lay their Condition before him, 


dy, they had now nothing left to offer him but their Bodies and Lands, which 
y beſought him in Pity to accept, or elſe they muſt periſh, Joſepb took 
em eat their Word, and, in the King's Name, and for his Uſe, bought all 
e Land of Egypi, except the I. and of the Prieſts, who having an Allow- - 
Nee from the King, were not compell'd to part with their Poſſeſſions; but 
e of the Egyptians ſold their Eſtates; and thus the Land became intirely 
SS: King's... Then Foſeph,. repeating the Condition of the Bargain, tells them, 
SS Bcd, 1 have this Day bought both you and your Land for Pharaoh : Now 
bere is Seed for you, and ye ſhall | ſow the Land. But upon theſe 
AS Tcrms ſhall ye hold your Land: Ye ſhall every Year give the fifth Part 
of your Increaſe to Pharaoh, and rhe other four Parts ſhall be your own. 


= 1 us 7o/epb ſettled it a ſtanding Law all over Egypt, that Pharaob 
„ald have the fifth Part of the yearly. Increaſe of the Lands, except the 
ads of the Prieſts. As for the common People, Foſeph * removed them 
en the Places of their conſtant Abode to a greater Diſtance, whereby they 


| 1 e Loſs of their Eſtates and Liberties, and of Frezmen became Bondmen  . 
lich Condition they yet rejoiced, and gratefully acknowledged Joſeph's 


WF {cle Terms, which the Sons of Liberty and Property would inveigh 
Wnt as inſupportable, to aſſure their Prince, notwithſtanding this, of their 
Wuty and Loyalty,. they unanimouſly cry out to Foſeph, ** Lec us find Favour 
in thy Sight (that thoſe Conditions may. be ratified). and we will be the 


„%. This generally is tranſlated the. “ Removed. This Joſeph probably did with 
ond Year ; but it muſt not be underſtood Intent, that by fo diſplacing and unſettling them 
br the ſecond Year of the ſeven Years of from their ancient Seats and Demeſns, and 
ie, but the ſecond from the Time that ſhifting them to and fro one upon anothei's 


Wo! the ſeven, Gen. xlvii. v. 18. might the better conficm Pharaoh's Tile to 


= 3. This being the laſt. Year of the ſe- the whole Beſides, th.s changing of Habitations + 
borrca Years, they might ſow in Hopes of ſhewed that they had nothing, of their own, but 
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The ſeven Tears of Famine were ſucceeded by plentiful and ſeaſonable vi 
the Earth reſuming its former Fertility, and the whole Land abounding Wy; 
all the uſual Productions of Nature. Twelve of theſe Years of Plenty 7 
lived to fee; at the End of which Nature's Lamp grew dim, and near a 
tinguiſh'd in him; his decayed Spirits warn him of approaching Fate, i 
each drooping Faculty beats an Alarm to Death; he therefore ſends 0 
Son Foſepb, and obliges him, by an Oath, to bury him in the Sepuſche off 
tis Fathers, which Fo/eph ſwears to do; upon this, Jacob bowed himſelt i 
God, who, beſides all his other Mercies, had given him a freſh Airy 
by Joſeph's Promiſe and Oath, that he ſhould be carried out of Ezy;; H 
the promiſed Land. 8 1 5 
Joſepb, leaving his Father intirely ſatisfied in the Aſſurance he had g 
Him, returns home, but is ſoon recall'd by the ſad Meſſage of his Sick 
whereupon he took his two Sons, Manaſſeb and Ephraim, and went to vill 
nim. The feeble Patriarch ſummoneth all his Spirits, and exerts them {0 1, 
as to fit up in his Bed to receive his favourite Son. And when Je coin_ 
near him, he * recounted to him the Promiſe which God had made to 
of the Land of Canaan; God Almighty, /aid be, appeared to me at Lu 
<< in the Land of Canaan, and bleſſed me, and ſaid unto me, Behold i 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and will make of thee a Mut 
* of People, and will give this Land to thy Seed for an everlaſting Pol! 
©: fion.” Then, taking Joſeph's two Sons into a peculiar Participation of 
Promiſe, he adopted them as his own immediate Offspring; as Reuben u 
Simeon, ſays he, they ſhall be mine (fo as to become each of them Heu 
a diſtin Tribe in Mrael, and to enjoy the Privilege of Primogeni:i Wn 
Right of their Father Jeſeph, to whom the Birth-right was transfer: (8 
Reuben, becauſe of his inceſtuous Tranſgreſſion againſt his Father) but u 
the Iſſue thou ſhalt beget after them, they ſhall be thine, and ſhall be cal 
the Name of their Brethren in their Inheritance; and, going on, he gave 714 
4 ſhort Account of the Death and Burial of Rabel his Mother. =_ 
All this white that Jacob was talking with Joſeph concerning him\cif vn" 
his Sons, he had not taken Notice that Foſephb's Sons were with him, wan 
ſpoke of them as if they had been abſent 3 but, turning to 7%, and ll 
ing ſomebody with him, though he could not well diſcern who they 
(for his Eyes being dim with Age, and the Children ſtanding between 
Father's Knees, he could not diflinguiſh them) he asked, Who are thec? "Wl: 
Jeph as piouſly as directly anſwers, They are my Sons, whom God bath g 
me in this Place, Then Facob bids him bring them near him, that he io" 
bleſs them; and, kiſſing and imbracing them, ſaid to Foſeph, in a Trang 
of Joy, I was out of Hopes of ever ſeeing thy Face again, and now 
% bath doubled that Bleſſing, for he hath ſuffered me to live to ſce the 
*< thy Children, path Yn 5 
* Recounted. Perhaps Joſepb might not from his Father's Family when be was "ne 
know of this before, he haying been ſeperated Boy. 5 | 70 | * 
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ng to the Order of their Birth, had ſer 


etching out 

| Foun and bis Left upon Manaſſeb's Head; and he bleſſed Foſeph, in 
2 efling his Children, ſaying, ** God, before whom my Fathers Abrabam and 

ic did walk, the God which fed me all my Life-time co this Day, and 

che + Angel which redeemed me from all Evils, bleſs the Lads; and let 

AS iy $ Name be named on them, and the Name of my Fathers; and let 
SS them grow into a Multitude in the Midſt of the Earth.” Fo/eph was un- 
A that his Father laid his Right-hand (which carried with it the Pre- 
cnc} on the Head of the youngeſt ; and, ſuppoſing it had been done 
ough Inadvertency, he held up his Father's Hand, to remove it from 
hraim's to Manaſſeb's Head, ſaying, ** Not ſo, my Father; tor this is the 
SS F irſt-born, therefore put thy Right-hand upon his Head; but Vael, ag 
SS ated by divine Direction, refuſed, ſaying, ** I know it, my Son, I know it; 
| | he alſo ſhall become a People, and ſhall be great; but truly his younger 
SS Brother ſhall be greater than he, and his Poſterity ſhall become a Mul- 
dude.“ Then, adding to his former Bleſſing, he ſaid, ** {| In thee ſhall 
Je bleſs, ſaying, God make thee as Epbraim, and as Manaſſeb.“ Still 
eng £/braim before Manaſſeb. Then, finding himſelf grow weaker, he ſaid 

%%, I am now near my End; but, though I leave you, God ſhall 


i | | be with you, and briag you again into the Land of your Fathers; and, as 
bor thee, my dear Jeſeph, as a diſtinguiſhing Mark of my Love, I have 
eien thee one “ Portion above thy Brethren, which I took out of the 


asd of the Amorite with my Bow and with my Sword. F420 


4 That is, Chrif, who is called the Portion. Since Jacob was fo peaceable a 


2 or Meſſenger of the Covenant, Mal. 
| [ 


_ Nm: That is, let them be reckoned, 
or Family, equally with the reſt of my 
=. | | 
he, Sc. That is, when any of the 
pl of /%ael ſhall bleſs their Children, they 
| ay, Be thou multiplied as Ephraim and 
lb are multiplied. From hence it was 
Colom in ae, that Children ſhould be 
__ 0 Men eminent for Piety, that they 
=: bi:'s them, and pray over them: Thus 
(OTF) bought little Children to Jeu. But 
ea Bleſſing was given by Impoſition of 
as, |! it was to a Son, he that bleſſed ſaid, 
+4 pd make thee as Ephraim and Manaſſch; if it 


11 CE: Daughter, God make thee as Sarah and 
. 2, 


Man, that he never, as we read of, ingag d 
in any Martial Enterprize, it may be inquir'd, 

How, and when he took this Portion of Land, 
which he here gave to Joſeph, from the Amo- 
rite with his Sword and Bow, or by Force 
of Arms? Some refer it to that Act of Simean 
and Levi, in deſtroying the Inhabitants of She- 
chem, Gen. xxxiv. But that cannot be: For, 
Firſt, Jacob diſavowed that Act, and blamed 
them {of it both then and now, Gen. xlvi. 5, 
6, 7. Secondly, Thoſe People of Shechem, 
whom they flew, were not Amarites, but Hi- 
vites, deſcended from Hivi, the fixth Son of 
Canaan, Gen. x. 17. Whereas, the Amorites 
came from the fourth Son of Canaan, v. 16, 
Others take theſe Words of Jacob to be ſpo- 

ken in a prophetick Senſe; foretelling what 
he in his Poſterity ſhould dv; And through 
. Aſſurance 
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_ © Reuben, thou art my Firſt-born, the Prinee of my Strength, and, by Righ 4 
ol Primogeniture, wert born to many Privileges and Prerogatives, in Superic 


| Man, and in their cruel Rage they * digged down a Wall; curſed be the 


Stile, when he comes to ** Judab; whoſe Name ſignifying Praiſe, it led hi 
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Book] 
The Converſation hitherto was private, between Jacob and Fojeph only ; jy 
finding his End very near, he called for all his Sens together, that, hie 
he had Strength to deliver his Mind, he might take his Farewe] of then! 
and not only diſtribute his Bleſſings among; them, but foretel what ſhoud hy 


fal them and their Poſterity in after-times. Then, directing his Speech to thy 
ſeverally, he begins thus to the Eldeſtt 111 


— 


ty over thy Brethren, and in Power from the double Inheritanec anntxd i 
Courſe to thy Birth-ight; bur theſe thou haſt forfeited, by defiling thy E 
in fs © e $4. a | 5 FT 
8 Simeon in courſe. is next; but he is join'd with Levi, for that wick 
Combination between them, in the Maſlacre of Hamor and his People. Of thy 
therefore Jacob ſays, that they were Brethren in Iniquity; Inſtruments of Cry 
were in their Habitations; O my Soul, come not into their Secrets; let A 
my Honour be united to their Aſſemblies; for in their Anger they fer 


Anger, for it was fierce; and their Wrath, for it was cruel; Thus did 7 
ſet forth their Offence in very aggravating Circumſtances, to which he pronoui 
a Sentence portionate, Iwill * divide them, in Faced, and ſcatter them in /a. 

Jacob, having treated his Three eldeſt Sons with ſome Severity, ſotcensli 


to a high Eneomium of him. Judah ( faid he) thou art he whom thy Brethr 


Aſſurance of Faith looking upon it as Man. This is, by the Synac hoch, ji 
done, undertook to diſpoſe of a double Por- for all the Inhabitants of Shechem. 


tion (appendant to the Birth-right of Joſeph, 
on whom he had conferred the Birth-right) 
to be poſſeſſed by his Poſterity. i 
Ff Bed. When Jacob heard that Reuben 
bad laid with Bilbab, his Concubine ry Wife, 
Gen. xxxv. 22. the Text ſays, that he took 
no farther Notice of it then; but now at his 
Death he reproaches him ſeverely with it, and 
"gives it as the Reaſon for which he deprived him 
of the Privileges of Primogeniture, 

Y Simeon. Reuben having forfeited his Right 
of Primogeniture, it might be expected, that 
it ſhould have devolv'd upon Simeon, who was 
next: But for his Cruelty to Jeſeph, andthe 


IJdolatry of his Tribe in worſhiping Baal. pror, 
Numb. xxv. the Prieſthood, which was the 
nobler Dignity of the Primogeniture, was 


transferr'd to Levi, the Third Son; and the 
Kingdom, the other Part of the Primogeniture, 
o Tudah, 7 8 e | 


and Spoiling the City. 


themſelves in their Poſſeſſions, 1 CHron. iv, 14 


titude and Thankfulneſs to God. But t 


* Digged, c. Meaning the Dctirojy 


Divide. This dividing may by apy 
to Simeon, whoſe Tribe had not a diſtin fi 
aſſigned them in Canaan, as the other 11 
dad; but they were thruſt within the Latd 
Judab, Jo xix. 1. until in the Times 
Hexetiab King of Fudah, a Party of dhe 
ſmote the Remainder of Amalet, and {tit 


a 8 , a — 
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weis thereby divided from the ref of 1 
own: Tribe. As for the Tribe of Lui, it 
ſcattered through all the Tribes; having 
peculiar Lot or Share of the Land as ite all 
Tribes had. © 1 

% Judah. His Mother Leah, Gen. x 
35. at his Birth gave him that Name in 00 


_— 
— 


mop Frag * 


his Father-calls- him ſo for another Real 
alluding to the Praiſe his Breth:ca odd 3 


* 
q 
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kl praiſe for thy Strength and Courage. Thou ſhalt put thy Enemies to 
joht 3 thou ſhalt purſue them, lay hold of them, and deſtroy them; thy 
ther's Children ſhall * bow down before thee. And then, wrapp'd up in 
W. Contemplation of Tudab's Strength and Glory, he breaks forth into theſe 
ant Allegoriesz Judab is like a + Lion's Whelp. From the Prey, my 
thou art gone up. He ſtooped down, he couched as a Lion, and as an 
= ion, who ſhall dare to rouze him? Then, deſcribing the Duration of his 
eernment; The Scepter ( ſaid he) ſhall not depart from Jadab, nor a Law- 
r be wanting of his Iſſue, till the Meſiab come; and unto him ſhall the 
eering of the People be. Then purſuing his Allegories, to ſer forth the 
perity and Plenty of FJudab's Tribe, and the abundant Fruitfulneſs of its 
he added, Binding his Foal unto the Vine, and his Aſs's Colt unto the 
ee Vine, he waſhed his Garments in Wine, and his Clothes in the Blood 
a Grapes 3 ſignify ing, that Wine ſhould with them be as plentiful as Water. 
aol, keeping ſtill in Leab's Line, paſſes by Hachar, and takes Zebulun 
ee Name ſignifying Dwelling, he only ſays of him, that he ſhall dwell at 
Haven of the Sea; and that he ſhall be an Haven for Ships, and his 
aer ſhall be unto $ Zion. | | 2 
coming next to Hacbar, he compares him to a ſtrong Aſs, couching down 
een two Burdens, feared in a pleaſant and fertile Country; but, being 
rally flothful and puſillanimous, lov'd an inglorious Eaſe more than active 
erty and Bravery. Hs TE: Hae; 
be good old Patriarch having gone thro' with Leab's Offspring, he takes 
Handmaids Sons next, beginning with Dan, Son of Bilbab, Rachel's 
.dmaid. Dan fignitying Judging, he ſaid, Dan ſhall | judge his People, 
EY a | 48 


60 for another Reaſon, alluding to the v. 1, with reſpect to the double Portion; yet 
e bis Breiheren ſhould give bim; and that that Part of the Prerogative of Primogeniture, 
ny Reaſons, viz. 1. The Tribe of which concerned Authority or Government 
vas the firſt that entered the Red ſea over the reſt, is plainly conferred on Judab, 
ie, 2. After the Death of Jona, and fo it is explained here, 1 Chron. v. 2. 
Urbe of Jadab was pitch'd upon to be For Fudah prevailed above his Brethren, and 
Wmander in Chief of all the other Tribes, of him came the chief Ruler, tho” the Birth- 
err Wars, Judg. i. 3. From this Tribe right was Foſeph's with reſpect to the Inheri- 
dhe mighiy and powertul King Da- tance, | 5 
his Son King Solomon, and ſeveral other + Lion's Mpbelp. Here are gradually deſcrib- 


s till the Babylomſh Captivity: 4. This ed by the Lion's Age, the Three Degrees of 
reed War againſt the /Þmaekites, Idu- the State of this Tribe of Judab. The firſt, 
a © Meabites, Arabians, and other neigh- - its Infancy gu I: The Second, its 
ee Nations. 5. From this Tribe deſcend- virile State wpder David, The Third, its con- 


babel, that commanded the People in firm'd State under Solomon. 5 | 
urn from Babylon, 6. And laſtly from 5 Ziden. - Accordingly this Lot came forth, 
de {prang Chriſt. „ . 
een. By this, tho? the Birth-righht || Judge. This was fulfilled in Samſon ; 
 en5ſcrr'd from Reuben to Fojeph, 1 Chron, yet was no mere then 7/achar did by Tola, 
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vation, O Lord. 


When he ſpake of Cad, allüding alſo to his Name, he ſaid, a Ty 
ſhall overcome him; but he fhall overcome at laſt ; by which he is tha 
to have referred to what was afterwards perform'd by Jephibab, who va 


this & Tribe. 


Of happy Aber he foretels, his Bread ſhall be rich; and Kings ſhould rec 
it a Dainty 3 which denoted the exuberant Richneſs of the Soil. 
| Nephrali, ſays he, ſhall be like a Tree having Grafts, ſhooting out pl 


* 


ſant Branches in its Generation. 


* 


Judg. x. 1. But it is ſuppoſed, the Reaſon 


why this was ſaid of Dan, was to ſhew that 
the Sons of the Handmaids (of which Dan is 
the firſt named) tho” as born of Bond-women, 
they were in that Reſpect inferior to the 1eft 
of their Brethren, ſhould notwithſtanding ob- 
tain ſome Share in the Government. 

* Snake, This ſeems. to intimate that the 
Danites ſhould prevail more by Policy and 
Stratagem, than by open Force: Which Sam- 
for's. dealing with 'the Philiflines, Tuag. xiv. 
and xv. Ch, and the Danites taking Laiſb, Ch, 
. + 1 have. Modern Interpreters are very 
ridiculouſly far.ciful in the Application of this 


. Text, diſtorting it to the moſt extravagant and 
contrary Meanings. There being no Con- 
text to make it out, it looks more like a re- 


commendary Ejaculation on the Death- bed. 
But if we ſuppole ſomething more than ordi- 
nary impreſt the Patriarch's Spirit as this. Time, 
might he not have ſome Senſe or Feorefigh. 


of the Miſchief the Danite: afterwards brought 


upon themſelves, when having rifled Micha's 


Houſe, and robb'd him of his Gods, they fell 


into open Idolatry ? Fudg. xviii. 

§ Tribe. See Nl, xi. 5 
| Naphtali. The Verſions do generally 
confound the Animals, that the Scripture ſpeaks 


of, or transforms them into other Things, 


and ſometimes Trees or Plants into Animals. 
Thus here in Gen. xlix. 21, they make Fa- 
' eh, prophecying of the Tribe of Naphtali, 


— 


A Compleat H INT ORT Bod 
as one of the Tribes of Iſrael; that is, tho' it was ſmaller, yet it gy 
bear as much Authority as another; that it ſhould be like a Snake ont 
Way, or. an Adder in the Path, which bites the Horſes Heels, and mu 
them throw their Riders. Here Jacob cry*d out, + I have waited for thy 


by the Propheteſs Deborah. Beſides, . 


' tranſlate the Words of the Orginal 


ſhooting out pleaſant Branches, This be 
to be moſt rational and natural, ! 
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ſay, Naphtali is a Hind let 1/:, 5: i 
goodly Words. Interpreters differ in ci 
ſo much as this, even thoſe thai ae , 
confounding their own Opinion; for t 
would ſeem: to juſtify it by apply ing to 2,18 
and cite the Song upon the Vittory oleh"! 
Siſera in Defence of it, which is very wah 

from the Purpoſe, that Song being compli 


Gift of Eloquence, which they ſuppoſe git 
to this Tribe, we do not find it any vie 
recorded, that Napbtali, or his Poſtetity, I 
been more elcquent than the other Tr 
ner that there was ever any School of 
mous City, or any Prophet of that Ti 
not to meniion,. that the Gaza, vi 
Country was made a Part of that 1 ribe, 
were ſo clowniſh and unpoliſh'd, thai ii 
of. Jeruſalem could not indure their Ginn 
There are many. Fables. produc'd to ji 
this Verſion : But ſince neither 4: 6 
any of the Prophets have ſpoken of 0 
falls of it felf ; which made the le 1 ed Bil 


Naphtali hall be like a Tree having Gr 


only from the Words, but from 
Senſe; if we conſider, that Jacob af 
pares this Tribe to a Tree, as ic dogs! 
of Foſeph in the following Ve:{e; 4. 
good Men ate often compared to hie Ti 


8 . 4 (| 
P/. i. z: and xcil, 12, either becaule 0% 
— | F ruitha09 


| 1 3c Wall. 


[ 


our Chiidren to Egypt, Gen. xlvi. 24 which 
leis than 215 Years produced mote than 
ifty Thouſand, Num. i. 42.) or upon the 


 rcp:c{ent as ihe richeſt of all 


>: ire, and the Arabick Verfon which 
i conſulted in Sweden, do tranſlate the 


I te Maloretsz which has often corrupted the 
eanme of the Text, and has given Oc- 


[erſe; act a Manner which makes the ſe- 
ad Part of this O cle to have no relaticn 


Woe after they were taken, contrary to the 
uſtom of Hunters. 
* Branches, 


n Jacob ſet forth the Strength of Foſeph's 
amily, and the large Extent of his t wo- fold 
, Eobraim and Manaſſehb, which at the 
W'' punbeiing of the Tribes yielded of Men 
0 yo. forth. to War threeſcore and 
a houland ard ſeven hundred Men; 

Numb. .) And at the ſecond Numbering, 


| * and five thouſand and two hun- 
4 3 


n, Amongſt theſe Archers, his 
rethien may undoubtedly claim the firſt 


ook I. , th. HOLY BIBLE. 


And now he comes to his beloved Fo/eph, on whom he expatiates very 
Wrocly, thinking he cannot ſay enougt: of him, 
1ichul Bough of a Tree planted near a Spring, who 
And, having thus ſer forth his future Greatneſs in his Poſterity, 
=. iooks back, and recolle&ts his paſt Troubles. The + Archers, ſaid he, 
e rely grieved him, and ſhot at him, and hated him; but his Bow 
ode ſtrong, and his Hands and Arms were made ſtrong by the Hands of 
e mighty God of Jacob; from thence is the Shepherd, the $ Stone of 
„gel; io which thou wert advanced by the God of thy Father, who ſhall 
pe thee, and by the Almighty, who ſhall bleſs thee with the || Bleſſings of 
vc. above, Bleſſings of the Deep that lieth under, Bleſſings of the Breaſts, 
be Womb. Then adding, The Bleſſings of thy Father have prevailed 

oe che Bleſſings of my Progenitors, unto the utmoſt Bounds of the * e ver- 
ing EIilis; and then, to centre them all in. Zo/eph, he ſays, I hey ſhall 


ruff. ( Naphtal having brought but 


ou of the Fivitielieſs of the Country 
= 7 their Lot, which Meojes and 76. 
Fudea, 
nd it is thus, that the Septuagint, the Chal. 


o ds, withour following the Pointing of 
bon o modern Interpreters to tranſlate this. /eph. But Tremellius and 


d the firſt, ard” ſuppoſes the Hinds were let 


By this rhetorical Amplifica- 


Numb. xxvi.) fat exceeding any other 


Ace; for they are. expreſly ſaid to have 


91 


ſays he, is like a 
Branches run over 


J Wb, 


be 
On. 


Hated him, Gen. xxxvil. 4. and to have in- 
cteaſed their Hatred 


to him, v. 5, 8. (0 
have conſpired his Death, v. 18. and after- 
wards to have ſold bim, v. 28. Next 10 
them his lewd Miſtreſs, and, by her Means, 
his jealous Maſter, Potiphar, may be reckoned 
amongſt thoſe Archers that ſorely grived him. 
8 Stone, So the laſt Eng lib Tranſlation 
hes it, making the Shepherd and Stone ſyno- 
nymous. That of 1610; reads it, of whom 
was the Feeder appointed by. the Stone of lirael ; 
taking the Stone to be Chriſt, and the Shep- 
herd or Feeder appointed by him to be Fo- 

Junius make J. 
ſeph to be both the Shepherd and the Stone, 
viz, of Reſuge to Jrael. There is an Ellipſis, 
or Defect in the Sentence; which Interpre- 


ters ſupply, as they think beſt. However it 


be taken, undoubtedly Jacob had a Regard to 
Joſeph's conſtant reſiſting the Aſſaults of his 


Miſtreſs, and patiemly bearing the Severity 


of his Maſter, and likewiſe to his taking Care 
of and teeding both 1/rael and the Egyptians, 
and others, as a Shepherd provides for his 
Flock. . 1 

|| Bleſſings. "Theſe were Terms compre- 
henſive of all outward Bleſſings, - | 

*1|. Everlaſting Hill. Which is a Term 
of Duration commonly uſed in Scripture : 
But Deut. xxxiii. 15. ſeems to explain this 


Text more directly, where Moſes, repeating, 


this very Bleſſing of Jacab on Fo/eph, does 
not ſeem ſo much to regard the Cons 
an. 
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92 A Corfileat! HTSTORY Book 
eon the Head of Jeſepb, and on the Crown ot him that was ſeparated frog 
Jacob concludes with Benjamin, bie youngeſt Son, of whom be ſald, 33 
jamin ſhall be ravenous as a Wolf; in the Morning he ſhall devour the Pre 
and at Night he ſhall divide the Spot. In Which Words he as aptly a 
briefly: fotetels the | fierce and cruel Nature of that Tribe, exemplified, among 
other Inſtances, in that of the Leviie's Concubi nee. 
The good old Patriarch, having delivered bimſelf thus to his Sons, gm 
them his Blefling; not according to his on natural Affection or Inclinatio 
but according to the divine Direction then given him; and, putting them jp 
Mind of his Death, ſays, I am going to be gathered to my People, I chap 
you. bury me with my Fathers in the Cave that is in the Field of £9þry, 
the Hittite; which, that they might not miſtake, he further deſcribes thy; 
in the Cave that is in the Field of. Machpelab, which is before Mae, | 
the Land of Canaan, which Abrabam bought with the Field of Epbron, the 


n 
Ny 


Hittite, for: a. Poſſtflion of a Burying-Place 3 and, to ingage them the mov 


to perform his Will in this, he tells them, there Abraham and Sarab, his Wit, 
were buried; there Jaac and + Rebecca, his Wite, were buried; and there | by 
ried Leab; and, to aſſure them of their Right to that Burying-Place, he tl) 
them further, that the Field, and the Cave therein, were purchaſed not only d 
Epbron, but of the Children of Heth. Having thus given his laſt Charge © hi 
Sons concerning his Funeral, he & laid his Feet on the Bed, and quietly expired, 
The lofs of fo good a Father, ,muſt undoubtedly be very afflicting to { 
numerous a Family, whoſe chief Support | depended on the Piety of him; ye 
we find none of Jacob's Sons that paid the leaſt Demonſtrations of filial af 
fection and Duty with ſo much Devotion as the pious Fo/eph. He could nt 
fee his aged Parent's Face, tho* dead, without kiſſing, and bathing it with hs 
Tears; and, having thus given Vent to his Paſſion, he commanded his Se: 
vants, the Phyſicians, . to | imbalm him, which accordingly they did. And 


when che uſual Time of Mourning was over, Jeſebb intreated ſome of Phu 


rach's Courtiers (for as he was a Mourner, it was not proper for him to appear 
in the Preſence) to acquaint him, that his Father, juſt before his Death, ha 
obliged him, by an Oath, to bury him in the Sepulchre of their Famih u 
the Land of Canaan; and therefore to beg Leave of the King for him 10 9 


ſon of Hills, in reſpect of Duration, as in to them, and taken his Leave of them, Is 
Point of Bleſſing, which God mote largely gather'd his Feet into the Bed and departed, 
diſpens'd in Hills and Mountains. | {mbalm. This being the firſt Menton 
""® Levitt's, &c. See Judg. xix. 20, 21. we have in Story of Imbalming the De 
+ Rebecca. This is the firſt Mention of may well countenance a Sappoſition, hat tit 
Rebecta and Leob, with reſpect to their Death Jjraelites here learning it of the Egypcians and 
and Burial, pPplractiſing it afterwards on great and ſolem 
I Laid, Whilſt Faceb was prophecying and Occaſions amoneſt themſelves, as in 2 Chrlk 
bleffing his Sons, be fat on the Bed, his Feet xvi. 14. and John xix. 40. it might tn 
hanging down ; but when he had done talking them come into uſe among Chriſtians, 1 
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by Sled Abel-Miſram; that is, the Mourning of the Eg tian. This Solem- 
being ended, they went on; and being come to the Field of Machpelab, 
Which Arabam had bought for a Burying-place, they buried Zecah in the 
e there: And having thus preformed Jacob's Will, they all: returned to 
| 5 long as Jacob lived, Joſeph's Brethren knew themſelves ſecure; but now 
eir Father was dead, their former Guilt return'd, and ſuggeſted to them the 
ſt Revenge Joſeph might take of them for the former Miſeries they had oc- 
fion'd to him. Wherefore they conſulted together how to deprecate their 
Wffence ; which they ſoon agreed upon, and made their dead Father, whoſe 
W:mory they knew was very dear to pious Joſeph, their Advocate; and fram- 
ga Meſſage in Jacob's Name, they ſent it to their Brother in theſe Words; 
hy Father commanded us before he died, ſaying, © Thus ſhall ye ſay to 
Joſeph : Forgive, I pray thee, now the Treſpaſs of thy Brethren, and their 
din; for they did Evil unto thee ; but pardon them, not only for my fake, 
| but becauſe they are the Servants vi the God of thy Father.” This Mei- 
ge was artfully worded, for they, fearing that the ſuppoſed Requeſt of their 
ing Father might not be prevailing enough now he was dead, make God 
eir Interceſſor. But there was no need of ſuch moving Arguments to Foſeph's 
ypaſſionate Temper : Their Diffidence of his good Nature is as afflifting 
dw, as their Offence was formerly to him. He wept at the Delivery of 
e Meſſage z and ſending for them, they falling down at his Feet in the moſt 
ject Manner, he tenderly diſmiſſes their Fears, and comforts them; Re- 
venge, ſays be, belongs to God, and I forgive you; for tho? ye defign'd 
Ill agauiſt me, yet God turned it to Good, making me, thro' your Malice, 
an Inftrument under him to ſave much People alive, and you eſpecially, 
as now is evident 3 therefore fear no Hurt from me, for 1 will protect 
and cheriſh you and your Families“ Thus the pious Foſeph diſmiſſed his 
ethren, with the Aſſurance that they ſhould always find in him an affeQio- 
Ne Brother and a conſtant Friend. | | 

Joſeph liv'd four and fifty Years after his Father*s Death, having the Com- 
of ſeeing himſeit the happy Parent of a numerous Offspring in his two 
ns Ephraim and Manaſſeb to the third Generation. And, now finding him- 
Nu. XIV. D d lelf 
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| Py gear bis End, he ſent. for . his- Brethren, and faid thus to them: « f 

.* Death is at Hand, but tho”. Teave you, yet God will ſurely remey 

«© vyou, and bring you out of this Land, unto the Land, which he ſwar 

% would. give to the Poſterity of Abrabam, Jaac and Jacob. I charge ) 
„therefore, when God ſhall ha viſit you, and bring you out of this Lay 
that you carry up my Bones with you.“ This be obliged. them 90 

an Oath. And Joſeph, being an Hundred and ten Vears old, died; and 
order to perform their Oath, . they imbalmed his Body, and pe it in; 
| Coffin till the Time of Weir Deliverance ſhould come. 


; * Bretheren. By Brethren, we are vot to Families: For in the en Dialeg 
underſtand the other eleven Sons of Jatob, who, near Kinſmen go under the genera Appel 
except Benjamin, being all older than himſelf, tion of Brethren, as Abraham called Lit, ( 
might probably be all or mcſt of them dead; xiii, 8. . Ch, XXIV. 27. 
but it m here be meant i ary Heads of their 
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Appendix to the Firſt Book. 


os ES, intending to carry on the Hiſtory of Jacob, and his 
RATE Family, to the End of their Deliverance from the Egyptian 
Bondange, without Interruption, lays by the Story of Job, 
which, according to the Series ot Time, ſhould come in in che 
Time of the Iſraelites Servitude, and before their Deliverance z 
for which Reaſon I choſe rather to infert it here, than to place 
its due Courſe of Time, as the Compilers of the Bible have done. 
Various have been the Conjectures concerning Fob ; few agreeing in the 
nr Opinion, who he was. Some will have him to be defcended from 
bor. the Son of Terab, and Brother of Abraham ; others will have him to 
eeſcended from Hau, and to be Jobab, his Great Grandſon 3 but the 
n probable is theirs, who ſuppoſe him to have ſprung from Abraham, by 
ib, his ſecond Wife. With this, ſeveral Circumſtances concur 3) for Fob 
WT [id to be the greateſt and moſt conſiderable Man for Wealth of all the 
itapts of the Eaſt, into which Country Abraham ſent his Sons by + Ke- 
. And amongſt the People of the Eaſt are reckoned the“ Midianites, 
Ved from Midian, one of Abrabam's Sons by || Keturah. 1 
taking it tor granted that this Story is § real, we will proceed to conſider 
ie wien he lived. That Feb lived betore the Law, may be gathered 


from 


io far out of 


ll Returah, Gen. xxv. 6. 
_ rites, Fug. vi. z. 


$ Real, From the Uncertainty who Fob 
b Aeturab. Gen, xxv. 2. 


was ſome have taken the Liberty to queſtion, 
whether he was at all? Whether; in Point 


of 


<; 


„2 Complat HISTORYT bod! 
1 | from. his offering Burnt-offerings in the Land where he lived, which God 


_ cepited and commanded 3 which Offerings were + forbidden by the Lay 
any other Place, than that which the Lord ſhould chooſe in ſome ohe 
=_ | the Tribes of ae; and that he lived after Jacob, may be inferred from e 
. Character given him by God, F that there was none like him in the Ear 

| for Uprightneſs, and the Fear of God; which large Encomium could ng 


4 allowed to any, while Jacob lived, who was God's favourite Servant, d. 
4 ſcended from the Father of the faithful Abrabam, in a ditect Line tron ; 
4 1ſaac ; nor can it well be ſuppoſed, that ſo great a Commendation as thy 
3 could be given after Facob, to any whilſt Zoſeph lived, who, in moral Vir, iii 
'3 and other Excellencies, made as bright à Figure as any in his Time. 1 
'$ After theſe Conjectures, tho* the precife Time of Job's Birth cannot, u. 
| [ ſufficient Ground, be aſcertained, yet there is a general Concurrence in 0 
1 nion, that he lived in the Time of //rge's Bondage in Egypt; fame pace 
1 his “ Birth in the ſame Year, in which Jacob went down into Ez»: ; Mi 
1 to date the Beginning ot his Trials in the Year that Jeſeph died, being wil 
= ſeventy-firſt of Job's Life, Co AO ITE AER: 

| _ Nor are there leſs various Conjectures about the Time of writing thi 

1 Story; ſome will have it written after Moſes's Death; others think it wr 
1 by Meſes himſelf. It matters not who was the Compiler; 'tis certan tv 
1 whole Story, as it is, is an admirable Commentary on the firſt Book cf 
= Pentatzuch, and therefore no great Quantity of hiſtorical Obſervatioas wi 
f .--: MM 
=_— St. Jerome is unneceſſarily curious in defining the Stile of it; it is WW 
AJ Tiem, that, in Fob we have the Character of an excellent Perſon exhibited vp 
= us by God himſelf, adorned with all the Virtues that can render him «A 


=  ceptable 10 God, and deſirable by Men; to beth which he is elegant 


LES 
LES + 
«=> 


of Fact, it be frialy true, that there was 


+ Forbidden, Deut il. 13, 14. 


and briefly deſcribed doing his Duty, || fearing God, and ſhunning Evil. b 
„ 


ſuch a Man, named Jeb, who underwent 


thoſe Trials and Sufferings, which in this 


Book are recorded of him? Or whether it 
was only an inſtructive and parabolical Poem, 
deviſed and compoſed by 
Ancients, on Purpoſe to inftil into the Reader 
thoſe excellent Principles detivered in it. But 
beſides other Ar 
to prove the Reality of the Story, drawn from 


the Names of Perſons, People, Countries, and 
ſome particular Paſſiges therein mentioned, 


the Credit piven to it by God thro? his Pro- 
phet Ezekrel, Ch. xiv. 14. and his Apoſtle St. 


James, Ch. v. 11. in citing it, and referring 
io it, is enough, I think, to gain Belief with T 
all, who havea due Regard for thoſe Wri: 


tings, that. it is a real Hiſtory. 


ſome of the devout 


guments that might be urged 


$ That, &c. See Jab i. 8. and Cl. i.). 
Birth. It might not probably be {6 


able to Exception, it Jab's Birth were {et 2 


lower, as about the Time of Tacol's Dai 
And then FoJeph, who ſurvived his Fatieth 


bout Four and fiſty Years, will have been 


about Sixteen Years, before that extraorvini 


Character was given of Job, in the Seven 


Year of his Age. At which Time, ior & 


Thing that appears, he might well be wit 


Competitor or Equal. And there be p (0 
what more than Sixty Years between Ju 
Death, and Mojes's Birth, the Story 0! j 


ime. : 


| Fearing. dee Job, Cb. 1. b. 1. 
Ha 


may fitly enough tall within that Intesa“ 4 


* 
» 0 
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j How conſiderable Job was in the World, may appear from the Vaſtneſs 
\ his Stock, which confilted of ſeven thouſand Sheep, three thouſand Camels, 
e hundred Yokes of Oxen, and five hundred ſhe Aſſes. OY poo ver 
ben for perſonal Bleſſings, God had been very liberal to him, for he ha 


ta Sons, and three Daughters, who inherited their Father's Name, more 
e his Virtues, being wholly given up to worldly Pleaſures ; for when they 
„ee grown up, and removed from him, they took their Turns to feaſt from 
Wouſe to Houſe, every one his Day, and * invited their Siſters to feaſt with 
„na. When they had gone their Round, pious Fob, conſidering with him- 
AS the Dangers that attend ſuch Junkettings, and fearing leſt his Children in 
ir Merriments might have committed ſome Extravagancies, he kindly ſent 
» I cxhorted them to purify themſelves by Repentance and other Ceremonies, 
order to prepare them to ſacrifice to their offended God; the good Man 
ct riſing up early in the Morning, and offering Burnt-offerings for them, 
W cording to. the Number of them all; and this he did from Time to Time 
er their + revelling Feaſts. This pious Care of Job indeared him to God, 
s expreſſed his high Eſteem of the good Man at a Time when the § Sons 
Cod came to preſent themſelves j before the Lord; at which Time alſo 
, the Adverſary, came among them, to ſeek an Opportunity ef doing 
chick. Then the Almighty, to ſet forth Jeb as an exemplary Pattern of 
uo tue and Righteouſneſs, ſaid to Satan, ©* Haſt thou conſidered my Servant 
Ji, chat there is none like him in the Earth; a Man exactly good, and 
one that feareth God, and ſhunneth Evil?“ The malignant Adverſary, un- 
ing to own that Fob ſerved God out of a religious Principle, but for 
+ WE -intereft, reply'd, Doth 70h ſerve thee for nothing? Haſt thou not in- 
i cl0s'd him on all Sides, and ſecur'd him and all that he hath from the 
Reach of Misfortune and Danger? But withdraw thy Protection, and ſuf- 
fer him to be afflicted with the Loſs of the mighty Wealth thou hat 
a b<zp'd upon him, and he will curſe thee to thy Face.” God knew the 


For the Decrees of God, the Miniſtry of 
his Angels, and the Machinations of the _, 
Wicked Angels, are often in Scripture ex- 
preſs'd under the Form of the Judgments 
and Counſels of Kings; as we may fee x 
Kings xui. 19. Zatb. ili. 1. But be it how 


v8 [nvited. Job i, 4: 

r K⸗velling. 7⁴ Py IS 3 
1 Go . That is Good Angels ; 
on the contrary Satan is called the An- 
oo! Dcith. F 


a" cniion of the Good Angels to be veal, it will, it's certain theſe Things are not meant 

bat the ſame Time ſuch as is agreeable to in agrols literal Senſe, but as God is pleas'd 
Nature of Spirits; and that they met in a to accommodate himſelf to our underſtand- = 
Mee Place, and Satan with them, betore tbe ipg: For Satan can no other Way be ſald to Vi 
ea, wro in the Room of God, preſided o- ccme into the Preſence of God, nor to talk 1 | 
Aa Aſſembly : But ſo, as Satan was with him, Cc. nor the Angels (properly 3 
cod and Angels; but he, by Reaſon ſpeaking) to come to God, ſince they are df 

„ Fall, not able to ſes' God or them. always in his Preſence; nor can any Day We 1 

her take it to be parabolically ſpokeri, be affigned to God, who is Without Timm. - ul 

Hot the Truth may be the better underſtood: infinite, immenſe, % RE Ins We 


(> ere tte Lord. Some will have this 
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98 4 Compleat HISTORY Book 
Integrity of Job, and that the Exercife of it might redound to his Hon 
and turn to the good Example of others, he expoſed Fob to the Trial, «1p, 
Hold, ſays be, all that he hath is in thy Power; but dare not to o 
his Perſon.” The malicious Fiend having obtain'd this Permiſſion, 0, 
ſets his wicked Engines to work; and, to ſour Job's pious Temper lf 
Blaſphemy the more readily, attacks the good Man at once with a CW 
of Miſeries, in all Probability too much for human Nature to bear. 3 
Satan takes his Opportunity to begin his Aſſault upon Fob on the 1, 
that his eldeſt Son was in Courſe to entertain his Relations. He had 
Readineſs ſtirr'd up the“ Sabeans to make an Inroad upon Fob for Boοs 
Which they did with ſuch Fury, that but one Servant eſcap'd to bing H 
_ unhappy News to Job; Thy Oxen, ſaid he, were plowing, and the A 
feeding by them, and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them 1:7 
and they have put all thy Servants to the Sword, except my i.” 
had not Time to refte@t with himſelf whether this might be the Effed he 
common Depredation, or a Judgment upon him for the Folly of his Chi 
dren; for this Meſſenger is immediately ſucceeded by another, who in a «PF 
Conſternation tells him, The Fire of God is fallen from Heaven, an h 
% burnt up the Sheep and thy Servants, and conſumed them all, au 
<< only am eſcaped to tell thee.” This Account was very ſhocking, and d 
Calamity coming from Heaven, might make it look like a more immedi 
Judgment than the former; but before Feb could animadvert upon it, a thi 
Meſſenger ruſhes in upon him, and tells him, The Caldeans, in three Py 
« ties, fell upon the Camels, and have carried them away, and all thy & 
„ vants have they put to the Sword, but my ſelf.“ Thus was 700 (ri 
of all his Subſtance in one Day, and he that in the Morning was the ric 
Man in all the Eaſt, before Night was perhaps the pooreſt Man in the Wo 
The malicious Devil finding theſe Attempts too remote to raiſe that Pa 
which he expected in Job upon this ſudden Courſe of Misfortunes, to cron 
all, reſolves to touch him in a more ſenſible Part, and to come as near hin 
as the Bound ſer him by the Almighty would permit. This Prince of tt 
Air therefore raiſing a very great Storm, threw down the Houſe, Where 748 
Children were then merry-making, upon their Heads, and flew them all. A 
that Job might not have any Time to digeſt the Grief of former Loſſes, vR. 
fore the laſt Meſſenger had made an End of relating to him the Lobe 
his Camels, another comes in haſte, and in a great Fright tells him, TE 
„ as his Sons and Daughters were eating, and drinking Wine in their £1 
„ Brother's Houſe, there came a great Wind from the Wilderneſs, 
„ ſmote the + four Corners of the Houſe, and it fell upon the ng 
5 | 255 | | ; 45 (| 


= . Sabeans, They were a neighbouring + Four Corners. This hath been mig 
People deſcended from Sheba, Grandſon of Subject of Jeſt and Ridicule among Þ 


Aoraham by Keturah, Gen, xxvy. 3. Atheiſts who would fain argue 3 gal 
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$ Men, and they are dead, and I only eſcap'd to tell thee.” This was a home 
oke indeed, and touch'd Job in a tender Part. The Death of his Children, all at 
e Blow, affected him deeply; but the Circumſtance and Manner of their 
ach was very afflicting, conſidering how unprepared Death found them. 
= Tc repeated Calamities did not betray Job to any Irregularity or Inde- 
een; the only Vent he at firſt gave to his Grief was renting his. Mantle, 
e common Token of Affliction and Sorrow in thoſe Eaſtern Countries and 
Ages of the World; then, deliberately following the other uſual Cu- 
ons ct Mourning, he ſhaved his Head, and in humble Submiſſion of Mind 
SE upon the Ground and worſhipped. His Miſery could not make him for- 
=: his Duty, and therefore he humbled himſelf under the Divine Hand, with- 
mM I whoſe Permiflion he well knew none of theſe Misfortunes could have be- 
len him 1 : | | 
jj SS The Devil's great Exprectation was from this laſt Trial; he knew Job 
id with a ſerene Mind bear temporal Loſſes, which Time and Induſtry 
et r<pair, but this Wound of Nature in the Drath of his Children, he 


0.2 would have tranſported him into ſome indecent and intemperate Ex- 
een againſt God. But to his great Diſappointment Job ſtands the Shock, 
ein humble Acknowledgement of his own Meanneſs, cries, ** Naked came 
lot of my Mother's Womb, and naked ſhall I return to the Earth, the 
com mon Womb and Mother of Mankind.“ And then in a quiet Re ſigna- 


cn and Thankfulneis for what he had received at the Hand of God, tho“ 
„ deprived of all, he gives up all for loſt in this World, and ſays, ** The 
o Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord.“ Thus the pious Patriarch's Virtue ſhin'd in his Sufferings, which 


cat as chey were, could not make him deface the Character his Maker had 
een bim by the leaſt Murmur or Repining. He knew. it. was but Juſt, that 
no ho gave, ſhould have Power to relume his Grant when he pleas'd; and 


on {P<r<tore, inftead of curfing, as Satan had maliciouſly ſuggeſted he would, he 
11 eſſed God for all his Diſpenſations whatſoever, and proved the Devil a Liar. 


ore of Expreſſion, and from hence in- I ſhall refer them to an Heathen Author, 
08 date this, and many ſuch like Expreſſions whom they will ſooner believe than reveal'd 
„ the Holy Scriptures, They aſk, how in Religion; and if I tell them that Virgil is of 
1 Courle of Nature the Wind could blow this Opinion, I do not queſtion but they will 
ol 2 E Four Points of the Compaſs at belive him. Let them conſult Virgi!”s De- 
1 ce? I will not anſwer them from the Ex- ſcription. of a Storm in his firſt Eneid, and 


1 F narineſs of this Event, their Patron the there they will find Three Winds attacking 
1008 We of the Air having at this Time an the Seas at once. | | | 


ite Power over the Elements to at- | # - 
ou k ob where he would, except in his Per- e New e 5 
Ma or bow he pleas d. But in Storms, eſ- | 25 ( 


| a (ach violent ones, as are even now- $ Men. From the Dignity of the Maſ- 
3 uſual, Navigators would be puzzled culine Gender the Word Men here com- 


vi 3 by Whether the Wind comes directly from prehends both Sexes; fo that Job's Daugh- _ 
* 2 e Foint of the Compaſs, or from ſeveral ters, as well as his Sons, were kill'd with the 
Jo © he fame Time. And therefore Fall of the Houſe, „ 
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Glory; and turn to Job's Advantage; therefore reſolving in his divine Pi 
dence to arm Job with Patietce to bear them, and, in the End, to recompa 
all his Sufferings with an extraordinary Reward, he inlarges Satan's Comm. 


not in the leaſt to make an eafy ' Conqueſt over Job's Virwe'z' [therefore 


We t. falls upon him, whilſt the Senſe of his late Loffes renuy 


. bY blaſpheme. Noll were his Pains ſhort or intermitting, like Fits 
Hi ang, but laſting for a continued Series of Time; and that which increa! 
is 


A 
_——  * - 
_——_ 


„ veſted ot all Grandeur, firs mourning on a Bed of Afpes, and, inſtead! 


A a was Polite, to the Miſery of Job, che Wie ot 1 Boom, em Won 


| aid, is a Form or Manner. of Speech, not #N Man's Capacity, . 


4 0 N Bb Book 1 
But the eile Fury less not to leave him chüs 3 lor wien th: Sn; 
God “ prefented themfelves as before, the” Lord . e Job again to fog ”"* 
who had '&owded himſelf amongſt them, us an Inſtance! gf a perfect an 1 
right Man, that feared God, and avoided: Evil. Still, ASIAN he hold 
Integrity, tho“ thou moved me againſt him, to deſtroy him without C:,, Wl 
his Piety appears in the Sies ef his Sufferings, and his Faith and Reg, 
nation are compleat. * To which” the old Deceiver wittily and maliciouſly , = 
Ply' d,“ Thou haft hitherto permhieted me only to try him at a Dian 1 
* bat let me touch his Perſon, and de will till blaſpheme.” The Ailmighyl 3 
knew that | thefe Exerciſes, though ſharp to Nature, would redound - ._ 


fion, but yer with a Limiration 3 S behold, "ye be, he is in thy Power, by 


touch not his Lite. V 
The buſy Fiend, peerlhoyed at the Joſurgement 65 Hig: Power, queſing 5 


upon bim, and affficts him from | Head” to Foot wich Boils - and Ulm 
ever was human Nature more diſguiſed than poor Js Body is wi 


 loathſome Condition: His Skin ſtudded with naſty Scabs and Bone 
not arifing from any peccant Humour in his natural Conſtitution, whict My 


dicines mi ra N But inflicted by malicious Policy, which rais'd them! 
the [higheſt Extremity of Pain, tate; it poſſible, might make Job dch4 


ifery was the Naſtineſs' ot his Diſſemper, which render'd him no: wil 
ly odious to himſelf, but loachſome to others; for not only his + Kela 
and Friends abandoned him, but his very menial Servants wichdrew from fag 
leaving hitn*Yefticure of all haman Help. He who; but à few Hours best 
Was the E Man in his Country, in - whoſe: Preſence the 5 young Ve 
were aftaſd to appear, and before whom the Aged ſtood up; to whom Prix 
paid the moſt 0 0 Reverence, and Nobles in humble Silence add; 5 


royal Apparel, is cover'd with ſtinking Sores and "Ulcets 3 he, Who was, 
the other Day, the Delight of Mankind, is now become che ſouleſt of 0 
jects, and a very Dunghll upon a Dunghil 4494}: keep, at 4 frightfa] Diſtas 
and with Horror behold him as a moſt loathſo me Monſter. And to add, 


4188 1 


* Proented. This, as bas been aer e ene to. "the Wea 


MY Pr o God and E 1 mer + Relation. See Jab xix.. 135 145 15, 
. . 8 TR Tt gh 77 atzen 8. anc C. 1 
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. dag all the World, he might reaſonably expect the moſt comfortable 
7 cc, inſtead of pity ing him in this deplorable Condition, treats him with 


on din, /aid e, retain thine Integrity to a God that afflicts thee ? 
Cie him, and die, that thou may*ſt be out of thy Pain. | 
WF; firmly ſtood this Shock of his Wite's Tongue, though it was fo pro- 
2 as co let looſe the Reins of his Temper, which he had hitherto re- 
, and with ſome Warmth force him to rebuke her, ſaying, ** Thou 
= --t like a weak Woman! Shall we rejoice in Proſperity, when it pleaſes 
BS to bleſs us with it; and ſhall we not patiently bear Adverſity, when 
e caſes to viſit us?“ Thus did the Almighty preſerve and ſupport Job 
e Loſs of his Eflate and Children; under the Extremity of his Pains, 
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ulmoſt Scorn and Contempt, and reproaches him for his Virtue. Doſt 


utter an indecent Word. 


%. From the Ambiguity of the 
Wit! Word in the Hebrew, which ſig - 
el, as well as to curſe, great Diſagree- 
bach ariſen amongſt Interpreters; and 


cy th: make Jab's Wiſe to bid him car/e 
ind die, ſuppoſe Job to have lived after 
la was given (Levit. xxiv. 15, 16.) 
made it Death o curſe Ged; and that 


90 bim, that he might be deliver'd from his 
=. Bu! general Conſent places Fob before 
a God's accepting, and commend- 
= 5c ifices,. offered in the Land of Uz, 
_- ! he liv'd before the Law, which 
penal for any Man to offer Sacrifice 
n other Place, than before the Alk or 
cc; nay, the devout Gentiles came 
cr to worſhip; of which we have an 
een the Eibiopian Eunuch, As vii. 
 - ' 7: had lived after this Law was 
it unlikely, that his Wiſe ſhould 
dave learn'd it, at ſuch a Diſtance: 
_— ':: it oblging to the Gentiles, un- 
hole that lived. among and under 
[10 Ozconomy ; neither was there any 


| ply ſo angrily to his Wiſe. .. 
Oo m1 } f 1 5 ; 3 % a 4 4 * 
4 i TI; Land of Us 3 VV ho had Power : 0 have b r nn 7 N 2 1 q a * | Ir « * 1 


* 
1 


Words have been variouſly render'd. 


Wit (an Arabian and Heathen ) knew 
Lans the Puniſhment for Blaſphemy, and 
Ne thus to him, not to reproach him, but in 


Deſertion of his Friends and Relations, the Neglect of his Servants, and 
Provocation of his Wife; all which Torments r er upon the 
ck of another, could not betray Job to entertain the leaſt offending T hought, 


Wii Misfortunes and AfM'Qtions that befel Fob being ſo remarkable, ſoon 
Wed about the neighbouring Countries, and from thence to more diſtant 


executed ſuch a Law on Job, had he curſed, 


as theſe ſuppoſe ſhe bad him. But, to make 
(hort this Part of the Argument, whatever 
may be conjectured about Job's living under 


the Law, it is certain that the Law is not 
mention'd in any Part of the Book of Fob, 
either by himſelt or any of his Friends; tho” 
there was Occaſion enough for taking No- 
tice ot it. | 2 ES. 

But atter all other Conjectures, ſince the 
Devil's Deſign. was to make Fob curſe God, 
why may it not be ſuppoſed, that he inſti- 


gated her to perſuade her Huſband to it; 


not with reſpect to any penal Law, (for 
that is ridiculous to imagine) but in expeCta- 
tion, that ſo open and bold a Blaſphemy 
would provoke. the divine Juſtice immediate- 


ly to firike him dead, and thereby deliver 


him from his intollerable Miſeries. 

But however it Was, it is certain by Job's 
Anſwer, that ſhe gave him no good Advice; 
otherwiſe ſo meek and good a Man, as he, 
would not have given her ſo ſharp a Reproof ; 


tor if ſhe had perſuaded him to have bleſ/pd. 


God, he would, no doubt, have been, ruled. 


by her; but it muſt be ſcme Malediftion 


implied in the Word” that moy'd Fob. io re- 
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"Regions, till at laft chey reached the Ears of his old Friends Elipbaz, 
＋ Temanite, Bildad, the $ Sbubite, and Zopbar, the Naamathite, wi, , 
Tooner heard of the fad Condition of their Friend Job, but they ma , 
Appointment to go together and pay him a Viſit, and comfort him, T1, 
three Perſons being Men of Figure and Condition, it muſt take up li 
Time to make the Appointment, and then to travel together to ſe 70% 
that poor Job muſt continue a conſiderable Time in this painful Condjiniil 
before his Friends could come at him. When they were come within , 
of him, they found him ſo much alter*d, that they could not aſſure hh 
ſelves who it was, fo unlike himſelf was the poor disfigured Fob. Bur wil 
they came nearer, and ſaw the miſerable Condition he. was in, they burſt jy 
Tears, and, rending their Mantles, they ſprinkled *1 Duft upon their Ha 
towards Heaven, to expreſs their Sorrow for him; and, obſerving the exirey 
Grief and Pain he labour'd under, they ſar down upon the Ground by til 
ſeven Days and Nights, and fpake not a Word to him, their own Sm 
ſuppreſſing their Speech, or their Senſe of his Mifery making them think WM 
unreaſonable to ſpeak to him, 'till he began. At length Job brake Silence iN 
curſing the Day of his Birth, wiſhing he had never been born, or that! 
had immediately died. ; enen a en | 
Job's three Friends having already conceived an ill Opinion of him fr 


the unaccountable Greatneſs of his Affliction, which they concluded muſt þ 1 1 


the Hand of God in Judgment upon him, and either for ſome deep Hyy 
criſy, or ſecret heinous Sin, fall thus ſeverely upon him. And E!phaz, 1 
|| three Orations, Bildad in as d many, and Zophar in“ two, from comng 
Topicks argue, that ſuch Affliction as his could not come from any bi 
God's Hand, and that it is not agreeable with the Juſtice of God to af, 
without a Cauſe, or puniſh without Guilt. Then they charge 7% with ben 
a grievous Sinner, and great Hypocrite, indeavouring all they could to x 
a Confeflion of Guilt from him; but Fob, immoveable in his Sincerity to C0 
and Innocence to Man, confidently maintains his Virtue in reſponſory Speed 
Tacceſſively to every one ot theirs, defends his Innocence, refutes their untl 
Suggeſtions, and ſmartly reprehends. their Injuſtice and Want of Charity, 
always obſerving a ſubmiſſive Stile and Reverence, when he ſpake of 0 
of whoſe ſecret End in permitting this Trial to come upon him being ig 


1 Temanite, So called from Teman, and laſt of theſe three Friends of 74, Kip 
Grandfon to Eſau by his Son Eliphaz, Gen. and the ſecond, Tyrant; which is 2 7: 
R“ equivalent to that of King. 

8 Shubite, Deſcended from Shuah, the Duſt, Sc. By this Rite, or Cala 
youngeſt Son of Abraham by Neturab, Gen. they ſignifed the utmoſt Confuſion, * 
xxv. 2. 2 | preſs'd by their mixing Air and Eat 
I Zophar. His Deſcent is not eaſily traced gether. | | 4 
without ſtraining, tho' ſome would derive I Three. See Fob iv. and v. xv. and xk 
him from £E/ou. a I Many. See ibid. Cb. viii, xvii. and 


Fall 


* Figure, The Septuagint call the firſt * Two, See ibid. Ch, xi. and x% 
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- he often importunately begg'd a Diſcharge from this Life, leſt the Con- 
ence of his Pains might drive him to Impatience. | e 
WDuring this Argument between Job and his three troubleſome Friends, there 
preſent one Elibu, a young Man, who, having heard the Diſcourſe on 
n Sides, was pleaſed with neither; for he thought Fob inſiſted too much 
his own Juſtification, and that they condemned him before they had con- 
ed him; he therefore undertakes the Matter; and, after a prefatory + Ex- 
- for his inter poſing, who was a young Man in Compariſon of them, and 
the Plainneſs ot Speech he intended to treat them in, attack'd Job in a 
$ Oration 3 and reprehending him for inſiſting ſo much in his own Vin- 
ation, indeavoured to convince him, by Arguments drawn from God's un- 
id Sovereignty and unſearchable Wiſdom, that it is not inconſiſtent with 
[ic to lay his afflicting Hand upon the beſt and moſt righteous of 
ea and therefore that it is the Duty of all Men to bear ſuch Exerciſes, 
So any befal them, without murmuring or complaining, and to acknowledge 
WS [ufiice of God therein. 7% heard all this with great Attention, hut made 
SS Rcply ; probably, leſt he might be drawn to utter ſome unguarded Ex- 
ados, which the inhuman Treatment of his. three Friends might have ex- 
ed tom bim; therefore, when they were all filent, the Lord himſelt took 
de Matter, and out of the Whirlwind directed his Speech to Job; wherein, 
n he higheſt Amplifications deſcribing his Omnipotence in the Formation 
= D:puſiiion of the Works of the || Creation, he ſo effectually convinced 
o his own Weakneſs and Inability of himſelf to underſtand the Ways 
= Dcigns of God, that Job, in the molt profound Humility breaking Ne bf 
„ © }chold I am vile and contemptible in Compariſon. of thee ! What 
_ hl i anſwer thee? I will lay my Hand upon my Mouth; once have I. 
poken, but I will not anſwer; yea, twice, but I will proceed no I farther,” 
en 7% proceeded to a more ample Confeſſion of the Supremacy, Power 
Wodom of God, to this Effect; „J know thou canſt do every Thing, 
and that no Thought can be hid from thee. Well mighteſt thou ask, 
(| ho he was that darken'd Counſel by Words, without Knowledge? Tor 


lm ſenſible, I have »tter'd what I underſtood not, Things too wonderful 
for me, which I knew not; but hence-forward I deſire to learn of thee;. 
HS ci crefore hear, I beſcech thee, when I ſpeak, and declare unto me what I 

k. I have heard of thee before by the hearing of the Ear, (which gave 
nme but a diſtant Knowledge of thee ) but now J have obtained a more 
clear and certain Knowledge of thee, for mine Eyes have ${| ſeen thee : 
| 1 1 46 Where- | 
e He was deſcended from Bux, the. & Oration. Continued from Ch, xxxiii. to 
ot Nahor, Abrabam's Brother, Gen. xxii. xXxXXvii. 


and of the Kindred of Ram, or Aram, | Creation. See from Ch, xxxviii. to xli. 
T Jhor's Grandſon, from whom the Aramites, * *|| Farther, See Ch. xlii. 
po Hriam, came. ons IA Who, See Ch, Xxxvili. 2. | Fe 
Exe, See Ch, xxxil. F|| Seen, See Ch, xlii. 5. This is not meat * 
. of 
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Camols, a thouſand Yokes of Oxen, and a thouſand She Aﬀes ; he had 1) 
| ſeven manly, Sons, who with three beautiful Daughters every Day graced hi 


tion of Lite beyond the common Extent of thoſe Times; for he lived 8 


| here be called a 'I'ype of that Chriſtian Per- among all the reſt of Job's Friends, there 51 
for Enemies, as well as Friends. ' this happy Change, unlefs the be cu 


p Job's Condition, the Turning of his Captivity ; "ye 5 
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© Wherefore. Lreprove m ſelf for what have, done amiſs, and repem 
n Pult and Ashes.“ 1 1 
God was ſo well pleaſed Py this free 400 nadie Ackowlelgmen of 
'that he dectared mittel in Favour of Jah againſt lis injurious Friend; ol 
Sy their unjuſt and. uncharitable Reflections, inſtead of being his Comfom 
had proved His Totmenters. « Wherefore ( faid God to Eliphaz, the Tena 
my Wrath is Kindled againſt thee and Thy. two Friends for yc hy 
„ ſpoken of Me the thing that is right, as my Servant Job hath, Therefore 
take ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, and go to my Servant 7, 2nd o 
fer up for your elves a Burnt-offeringz and my Servant Job {hall py 
7 for you; for his Prayers will I accept ; leſt I deal with you as you deſew 
for not ſpeaking the Truth, as my Servant Job hath. 
| 25 three Friends, fri hred with the Menaces of an incens'd God, my 
ha e to provide a Sacrifice to appeaſe the divine Vengeance Which thg 
fear'd; and when they offer d, God was pleaſed to accept 0 | Interc-{l 
tor them. 1 
After this, God was pleaſed to * conſider Job, by putting an End th 
Sufferings, and to reward his Faith and Piety with a much greater Forty 
than he was Maſter of before; doubling his former Stock in every R-1.4088 
except that of his Children ; tor he had fourteen thouſand Sheep, {x h 


* . — x. 
"er"? * * 
3 * 
1 LO 
= 


* 


by, 


Table, and were eſteem'd the faireſt Women in all that Country, to why 
their Father gave an Inheritance among their Brethren. 

No ſooner was the Fame of Job's Recovery, and the Reſtauration and Ad 
tion of his Fortune known, but his $ Kindred and Acquaintance from all Pat 
come to congratulate him upon this happy Turn; nor did they com erh 
handed, for every one brought him a Preſent of Money, or ſome valuty 
Thing; {0 many contributing, he ſoon became exceedingly wealthy; and g 
make his terreſtrial Happineſs ſtill greater, God: bleſs'd him with a Prolog 


hundred and forty Years afcer his being reſtored, which made his Age abot 
two hundred Years; ſo that he faw the Increaſe of his Family to che fout 
Generation. 


of ocular Demonſtration, fo God: is inviſible; 1 an I or Finiſhivg of Mit if 11 
but the Eyes here meant are the Eyes of the a Reſtauration of Joy and Felicity. 
Mind, or Underſtanding, o which God had $ Kindred, The Text calls them Brotie! 
revealed himſelf, and Siſters, which, according to Scriptue 
Interceſſion. Job may, not pennen Stile, uſed to comprehend all Kindred. Nov 


feftion which the Goſpel required in praying Mention at laſt m*de of oh's W ite upd 
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BEGzs E T vs now return to Jacob's Family, whom we left imbalm- 

ing Foſeph ; after whoſe Death a new King ſucceeding in Egypt, 
8 WK who had no perſonal Knowledge of Jeſepb, and the whole Ge- 
neration of People, that in the great Egyptian Famine had taſted 
© of Foſeph's provident Care, being now dead, there remained no 
SS other Monument of Joſeph's Service to the Crown of Egypt, 
Wt that of che qvancement of its Revenues, which ought to have been a 
bi dnfideration in 
ae!llles, 


= increas'd, he began to be jealous of their growing Numbers, and ſeeing 
= nd of Goſhen where they lived too ſcanty to contain them, he fear'd 


| E Danger he ſuſpected from the 1/raetes; which was by imploying. them 


E 
E 


9 
4 


Jucive enough of itſelf ro the new King to be kind to the 


WT ut he look'd with a different Eye upon them; for obſerving how faſt 


1 © might one Day elbow him out of his Kingdom. Therefore calling his 
ci together, he acquaints them with his Fears, who unanimouſly agree 
heir jealous Prince in the Expedient he propoſed to check the grow- 


3 making Bricks, and building Store-Cities for Pharaob. And to gravity 
* Avarice as well as Cruelty, they propoſed not only to reap the * OY 
- 5 ES. 


2 * * R « . 25 14 * 0 * * 
" k * = wt o * r * 5 as ib) 5 's. * ax! } * * oe * * N 4 C * " 
484%. : a , TY LO Bb i 7 * 11 F n * 2 * * d * * F l n k W ** 
r 1 22 7 N N \ een ehen N N nnen N * 3 
' 8 f * r * enn * 4 1 „ he 1 Wd.) Lg? * 
t a k 3 ; 4 Ty 
87h : 4 | L l - OF 


106 A Compleat HISTORT Boo 


of their Service, but by continual hard Labour to impoveriſh their Spi 
and infeeble their Bodies: Therefore. they fet Faſk-makers to overſee and k 
them to hard Labour, by which and other ſervile Work they made their 4% 
very uncomfortable. But God ſupported them under their Severiti-s ; ( 
more the Egyptains oppreſs'd them, the more they grew and multip id; vj, 
increas'd their Jealouſy to a greater Degree of Cruelty ; for the King, to fab 
their Growth, ſpoke to two ot the Hebrew * Midwives Shiphrab and 7, 
and gave them a ſtrict Charge, that when they ſhould be called to do 
Office to the Hebrew Women, if the Child were a Son, they ſhould k ;, WM 
but if a Daughter, that ſhe ſhould live. f | 
Ihe pious Midwives having a greater Regard to the Law of Goc and). 
ture, than to the cruel and unnatural Command of the King, wcnt an 
their uſual Way, and preſery'd the Male Children; for which Ph: 4) (4 
for them, and in great Diſpleaſure reprimands their Neglect of his EQ: | 
Excuſe for which they tell him, That the Hebrem Women were not as eg 
tian Women, for they were like ＋ wild Beaſts deliver*d before the Midwiv., co. 
come to them. The Piety of the Midwives in preſerving the Male Ching 
ſo acceptable to God, that he is faid thereupon to deal well with the WIV 
and becauſe they feared God, he made them $ Houſes. And by this Mears 
People multiplied, and grew mighty, The King, whether ſatisfied or no: at 
this Anſwer of the Midwives, not finding it fafe ro truſt to them any ngen 
ſol ves upon a more effectual Method to extirpate the Hebrews 3 and therefore h 
gave || Charge to all his People, that every Son, that ſhould be born © the {| 
brews, ſhould be thrown into the River. This cruel Edict for drowaing all ty 
Male Children muſt needs be very afflicting to the Hebrew Parents, and put tir 
upon many a thoughtful Contrivance to preſerve their Infants z of Which 2 
ſtance ſoon follow'd 3 for one Amram of the Houſe of Levi having married (i 
Daughter of the ſame Family, named Fochebed, had by her a Daughter, J 


= Midwives. The Criticks very needleſly, | 


and with more Subtilty than Solidity, contro- 


vert who theſe Midwives, were, and whether 


they were Hebrews or Egyptians ? Without 
Doubt they were Hebrews, and, by the King 
of Egypt's Application to them, the moſt ce- 
lebrated of their Profeſſion. 
Wild Beafls. The Hebrew Word Cha- 


' oth, which is in the Original, ſignifies not 


only Animals in general, but Beaſts, and even 


Wild Beaſis, as has been obſerved by learned 


Men, and may be ſeen in ſeveral Places of 
Seripture. And here the Midwives being ac- 
cuſed by Pharaoh, of favouring the Hebrew 
Women, and preſerving the Male Children, 
alledge in their own Defence, that the Hebrew 


Women were of ſuch a 4obuſt, or brutiſh. 


Conſtitution, that they were delivere! vi 
out the Help of Midwiyes, like WIA Beall 

$ Houſes. That is, he made them to pv 
per, gave them Children, and bleſſed the 
Families. The Word Houſe being uſuz'y,l 
Scripture, taken tor the Offspring, or eg. 
ly of any one; as the Houſe of 40, , 
dah, David, Cc. are put tor the Fam) 
Aaron, Judah, David, St, | 

| Charge. This inhuman Edict 5 0 
E by Commentators, to be fo b 
y the Egyptains, that they ſcarce ce Þ 
it in Execution; and that it was re-callec f 
mediately after the Death of Amen" 
then King of Egypt, who inacted 11; "y 
Time Euſebius and others place in the Fourt 
Year of Moſes, Nat 
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de vas Miriam, and four Tears after a Son, whom they called Aaron. About 
ee Vears after Aaron's Birth, Jochebed was deliver'd of another Son, who being 
i of moſt elegant Beauty, ſomething Supernatural and Divine appearing in 
Form, his Mother was the more ſollicitous for his Preſervation z wherefore 
kept him concealed in her Houſe three Months; but not being able longer to 
ebm, and fearing he might fall into the Hands of thoſe that were appointed 
Jon the Male Children, ſhe contrived a Way to ſave. him, by making a lit- 
Ark or Boat of Bulruſhes, which'ſhe daubed with Pitch, and Slime, to keep 
Water out, and putting the Child into it, ſhe laid it among the Flags by the 
W ride, and ſet his Siſter Miriam at a Diſtance to obſerve what became of 
un. But propitious Providence ſoon interpoſes, and eaſes his anxious Parent 


her Care; tor: F Thermuthis, Pharaoh's only Daughter, coming to the River to 


Ne |-ric1f, her Maids looking for a Retirement for that Purpoſe, diſcover'd the 


A k with the Child in it, which Thermuthis commanding them to bring to her, ſhe 
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bonner uncover?d the Child, but it made its mourntul Complaint to her in a. 


Wood of Tears. The, Unexpectedneſs of the Accident, and the extraordinary 


| zuiy of the Child, moy*d the Egyptian Princeſs with Compaſſion, which ſhe- 


Wo: {fd in an Accent of Pity, ſaying, This is ſorae- Hebrew Child, which 
e Parents have hid to preſerve him from the King's cruel Edict. 
WS By this Time little Miriam, the Child's Siſter, had crowded het ſelf in amongſt 


Wc \ticndanrs of the Princeſs, and obſerving: with what Tenderneſs ſhe look*d 
Wo! the Child, very officiouſty offer'd her Service to procure an Hebrew 


urſe for him, which the Princeſs accepts, and away the Girl haſtens to her 
ocker, and brings her to the Place, here ſhe receives the Child from the 


WT inc, who ingaged to pay her for her Care. This was, no doubt, a wel- 


„ 


ric it openly, having a Royal Protection for his Security. 


0 * 9 — 


Die Bargain to the Mother, who, taking the Child home with her, durſt now 


. 


owe Time after, when he was grown big enough, his Mother brought. 
b Court, to ſhew him to the Princeſs, and ſatisfy her how he had im- 
ed under her Care; who grows ſo fond of him, that ſhe adopted. him 
ber * Son; and, in Remembrance that ſhe had drawn him out of the 


i, ſhe called his Name $ Meſes 3 and, to accompliſh him the more, ſhe 


* 


BY Thermuthis, 80 Foſephus calls her; and | did not in Right of his Mother ſuccced in 71 5 CL Op 
Sn tim %% who adds, that ſhe was the the Kingdom ? It may reaſonably. be anſwer ' We 


=: wy Davghter and Heir; and that ed, tbat the Fraud of his adopted Mother, and 
=; cn ſme Time matried, but bav- his own Adoption, being detected, he could 
bnd, ſhe pretended to big with Child, pretend no Right to the Crown of Egypt, 
de delwered of Moſes; whom fhe Son. The Jes obſerve, hat whoever 


ess ber natural Son. Agteeable to which brings up a Pupil in his Houſe, is in Scripture 

_: ic Apoſtle to the Heb.. xi. 24. ſays, faid to have begotfen him. And thus it is fad, 
__ cn Hoes was grown up, be ſcorn'd Exo. ii. 10. That Moyes was the Son of Pha» | 
= 2h: the Son of Pharaoh's Daugh- raob's Daughter, thd' the bad only taken care 


From whence it is plain he was eſteemed of his Education, 


\ = And if any one ſhould ak, why ke 8 Moſes, At his Citcumeifioon, lays Cle 
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an Hebrew. This inflam*d Moſes's Zeal, who, look ing about to ſec Whethy 


him in the Sand; ſuppoſing, by his taking upon him thus to adminiſter 2 
| Nice, that his Brethren would have “ underſtood, that God by his Ha 3 


The Fellow, thruſting him away with Diſdain, replies, Who made yay 


© Egyptian yeſterday ?*” Moſes was ſtartled at this; for ſeeing his killing ty | ˖ 
him, would raiſe up his People Iſrael, deliver the People of God, This indeed the Tat | | 


 gyptians, and was miahty in Words and Deeds, tian ſtruck, was Husband to one Simi 


Joſephus, lib. 2. and Clemens Alexandrinus, lib. for the Adultery which he diſcover'd fit 


over the Ethiophians, and did many othergreat which leave Room for ſome CunjeCiut; 
Things before he viſited his Brethren. Thus ſome ſay, perhaps the Egypricn hui 
I Blood The Criticks are at great Variance moſt kill'd the Hebrew, and that 44s/e; coil 
about this Fact of. o/es, ſome blaming, others no other Way than by Force keep bm of, 


tts, but rather the contrary ; for St. Stephen, * Underſteod. See Alls vii. 25. wheel 
Acts vii. 25. gives a fair Handle to juſtify him, is poſitively expreſs'd by St. Stephen. 
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A Complat HIS OU RT Book 
keeps, him at Court, where he is inſtructed in all the $ Learning and nj 
Pline uſed among the Egyytiant both civil and. military, and in all Thing voi 
quiſite and becoming the Character and Quality of a Prince of the Blood. 


Moſes being forty Years: old, left the Court, and went to ſee his Brethrn 
and when he reflected on the Oppreſſion they laboured under, it affected a 

with Compaſſion and Indignation to ſce the Servants of the moft High Go SF 
ſubjefted to a Servitude exceeding that of Brutes, This was ſoon incre,y {ii 
by an Opportunity that juſt then offet*d ; which was, an Egytlian u 


any. Man was within Sight, he chaſtiſes the Egyptian, making him exp 
his Barbarity to the injur'd Hebrew with his | Blood, and aftei wards bung 


would have deliver'd them, but they underſtood him not. Hovever, the nx 
Day he went out, and ſhew'd himſelf among them again; and finding ty 
Men of the Hebrews quarrelling, he indeavoured to reconcile them, put 
them in Mind that they were Brethren, and with ſome Smartneis rep:ch: WS 
ing the Aggreſſor, he demanded; for what Reaſon he-thus atcack'd te co: 


Prince and Judge over us? Do you intend to kill me, as you did t 
Egyptian, notwithſtanding his Circumſpection, was no longer a Secret, he þ 


mens Alexandrinus, his Parents call'd him J- as having power to do Juſtice on the Crna 
achim (that is, the Reſurrection of the Lord) Egyptian; be having before that J ime bem 
from a preſaging Hope, that the Lord thio' dued with the Title and Office of [7cliventd 


them from the Egyptian Bondage they were then before cited very much fayours. Others oj 
in, and bring them again to the promiſed Land, That it was very unreaſonable tor 11 vn 
- I Learning. From hence, no Doubt it-was, kill the Egyptian for only ſtriking cre o wn 
that St. Stephen, As vii. 22. ſaid of Moles, Hebrews. In anſwer to this the A: 
that he was learned in all the Wiſdam of the E- ſay, That the Hebrew, whom ths 1% 


Which, as likewiſe ſeveral other Things, not a very beautiful Woman, whom the Eyyjis 
being read in the Old Teſtament, are taken had debauch'd. And that therefore 1%; i 
out of other Records of. the Jets. And both the Egyptian, not jor ſtriking the H. 


7. repart of Meſes, That he was General of them, whilſt they were quarrelling. Ott 
the Egyptian Forces, obtained a great Victory urge that not all Things are related he 


juſtifying him. In the firſt Place, we find that the Egyptian attack'd Moſes, and ſo det 
Moles no where in Holy Scripture blamed for forc'd to kill him in his own Defence. 
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ks himſelf of his Security; concluding, that if the Death of the Egyptian 
uld reach Pharaob's Ear, he ſhould ſurely die tor it; whereupon he left Egypt, 
went to ſeck his Fortune in Midian. By 5 
Ucre was the happy Place, and then the bleſſed Time, when Majeſty, 
_—_.::) only with rural Innocence, ſubmitted to the humble Office of a 
pberd, and a Crook, inſtead of a Sceptre, graced the peaceful Monarch's 
ind. Here Jethro firſt, in Quality both of Prince and Prieſt, enjoy'd the 
eng of a quiet Reign, whoſe Daughters laid aſide the Diſtinction of their 
=: co feed their Father's Flocks, and took more Delight in the innocent 
= {fu} Employment of tending their harmleſs Sheep, than in the luxurious 
1 aiety of a Court. ä | | 
in the Plains of Midian there was a Well common to all the Natives of 
SS: Place to water their Cattle; hither Moſes directed his Steps, as well to reſt 
oſelf, as allay his Thirſt ; where, whilſt he was refreſhing himſelf, the ſeven 
WE u2liers of the Prince of Midian came to draw Water to fill the Troughs 
sie their Sheep; but ſome churliſh Shepherds, having a Mind to ſerve 
ir oon Turn firſt, came rudely and put the Royal Shepherdeſſes by. 
7% ſceing this, ſteps in to their Relief, and chaſtiſing the ſaucy Clowns, 
ee them take to their Heels. The frighted Damſels return'd to the Wells, 
%, very officiouſly aſſiſts them in drawing Water for their Flocks; 
er which, they took their Leave, and haſted home to give their Father an 
count of the Generoſity of the Stranger, who had protected them againſt the 
is of the Ruſticks. Fethro hearing their Story, and not ſeeing the Perſon 
=. 2d thus gallantly detended them, reprehends their Ingratitude and Incivi- 
asking what was become of the generous Stranger? They told him, they 
him at the Well; whereupon he bids them go and invite him home ; 
e es is fo pleas'd with their sourteous Entertainment, that he expreſs'd 
illingneſs to take up his Reſidence with them, and undertake the Charge 
ce! Sheep. Jethro readily clos'd with the Propoſal, and, to ingage him 
wore to his Intereſt, beſtow'd Zipporab, one of his Daughters, upon him 
Wie; by whom he had two Sons, the eldeft of which he named Gerſbom, 


J I lich gnifies a Stranger here; for he ſaid, + 1 have been a Stranger in a 

se Land; and the Younger he called Eliezer, importing, God my Help; 

de 5 God of my Father, ſaid he, was my Help, and delivered me from 
| | J 

Wo Sword of Pharaoh. | | ' 1 

+" Whilſt Moſes continued in Tetbro's Family, the King of Egypt died; but his 
r prov'd no more tavourable to the poor oppreſs'd Hebreus; who 

y ad their Oppreſſor, but not their Condition; the Miſeries of which rather 


I eaſed than abated, In vain they appeal to the mercileſs Tyrant and his 
"cru! Task-maſters, who lord it over them with unbounded Severity. 


. Tage. He is called in Exod. it. 18. more commonly, Jethro. Exod, iii. 1. 
= He is alſo called Reuel, Numb. x. 29, + 1 have, Exod. ü. 21. © 
bw ule Father to Hobab, called alſo, and Y God, Exod, xvii. 4. 
. Nuzy, XVI. H h But 
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But God who ſaw the Affliction of his People, and whoſe Ears were open 
receive their Complaints, look'd with an Eye of Compaſſion upon them; u 
the appointed Time of their Deliverance, which he in his ſecret Provide 
had determined, being near, he began to think of preparing Me/c ied 
whom he intended to make uſe of as an Inſtrument in the great Work 
| Whilſt Moſes kept his Father: in-Law's Sheep; he one Day | led them 
far into the Deſart as Mount“ Horeb, where the Ange! of the Lord appen 
to him in a Flame of Fire out of the Midſt of a Buſh. Moſes was ſtartig 
the Sight, but that which added to his Admiration and rous*'d his Curiggy 
was the Continuance of the Buſh unconſum'd, notwithſtanding it was wk 
incompals'd with Flames. This ſo rare and extraordinary Accident m. 
Maſes conſider it more attentively, and therefore ſaid. to himſelf, 1 vill ur 
alide and fee if I can diſcover the Reaſon of this unuſual Sight. But 6 
Lord, to prevent his irreverent Approaches, and ſtrike the greater Awe 2 
Senſe of the Divine Preſence into him, calPd to him out of the Bull: and i 
bad him drawing nearer ; and to make him ſtill more ſenſible of the Sa 
neſs of the Place, God commanded him not to profane it, but to put of oil 
Sandals, for the Ground whereon he ſtood was F Holy. Meſes being previ 
for an awtul Attention, the Almighty thus diſcovers himſelf to him 
* the God of thy Father, the God of Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob. Til 
Words {truck the frighted Moſes with ſuch Reverence of the Divine Mach 
and Fear of the Effects of his unwatting Preſumption, that he fell on che Grow 
and covered his Face, not daring to look up on the terrible Glory, K 
the Lord proceeding, ſaid, ** I have ſeen the Affliction of my Peg 
„I have heard their Complaiat, and am & come down to delt 
« them out of the Hand of their Oppreſſors, and to conduct then 4 
««. the promiſed Land, a Land that floweth with Milk and Honey ; to f 
« Place of the Cangamites and Hittites, the Amerites and the Perizzite:, the 
% wvites and the Jebuzites. And thee have I Pitch'd upon to be the initruns 
4 in this gteat Work ; therefore be of good ** Coufage, for I will ſend it 
to Pharaoh to demand Liberty of him for my People the Children of /74) 


Led. Here we may obſerve the Manner 
ol thofe Times and Countries, that whereas the 


Shepherds here drive their Flocks before them; 


the Shephetds there went before their Flocks, 
and the Flocks followed them; which Cut- 
tom is alluded to in P/al, Ixxx. 1. and John 
X. ho | 5 | | 

. Horeb. Which ſignifies Forſaken, and is 
bert od. iii. 1. called the Mountain of God 
by Way of Anticipation, both from the fol- 
lowing Appearance of God upon it, at this 
Time, and his deſcending upon it afterwards, 
to give the Law to his People Ch. xix. 20. 
where, tho” it is called Singi, it is the ſame 


Place. with this, for . St, Stephen reciting this . 


der Come now, being an Adverb 0: 1 


preſent Paſſage in As vii. 30. calls it Mail 
Tg, TS we 

* Holy. Meaning, that whatcyvct G 
who is Holineſs itſelf, appears, the Pla! 
Holy, while he is there. 
8 Come, This is ſpeaking accoron 
human Paſſion, or after the Manner of 
God vouchſafes to expteſs himſelf 1: e 
lect, and according to the Capac 0! 
that he may underſtand him. | 

Milk. This is an Hyperbolic: Lil 
fion of Fruitfulneſs, and Plenty of good 14% 

*® Courage. This is moſt prope!./ fel 
by the Septuagint, the Word whici ves 
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Moſes conſidering how Things ſtood wich him in Egypt, and upon what 
Count he left that Court; and probably not knowing that the old King of 
., who had threatned his Life, was dead, began to excuſe himſelf, urging 
_ n Meanneſs and Inſufficiency to take upon him the Character of an 
abaſſador. But God remov'd this Difficulty, ſaying, © I will certainly be 
Lich thee 3 and let this extraordinary. Sight, which thou haſt now ſeen, be 


out of Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve me on this Mountain.“ But Meſes, to evade 
' Office, increaſes the Difficulty by urging, © When I come to the Chil- 
dren of Hrael, and tell them that the God of their Fathers bad ſent me 
o them, and they ſhall ask me his Name; what ſhall I ſay to them? God 


replied, ® I Au THAT 1 AM, And thou ſhait further ſay to them; I am 


THAT 1 AM, that is, The Lord, the God of your Fathers, the God of 
ebam, the God of aac, the God of Facob has ſent me to you; that 
me Name I have had from all Eternity, and by that Name will I be 


3 | known for. ever. Go, gather the + Elders of Jaz, and fay to them, 
The Lord God of your Fathers hath appeared to me, and ſaid, I have 


ſcen all the Calamities that have befallen you in Egypt, and am reſolved 
to deliver you, and lead you into the Land of Canaan, The Iſraelites ſhall 
believe you, and you ſhall go to the King of Egypt, and ſay to him, The 


- the Deſert, there to. offer Sacrifice to the Lord our God. This Requeſt, 


go, unleſs compelled by a powerful! Hand; but I wilt exert myſelf in 
many miraculous Operations upon him and his Subjects, and at laſt he ſhall 
permit you to depart, but you ſhall not go away empty, for ye ſhall be 
baden with the Spoils of the Egypliaus, 15 

bis ſolemn Aſſurance deliver'd by the Mouth of God, one would, 
cs think, might have been ſufficient to have incourag'd Moſes willing] 


i prize, or from Diffidence of his own Ability, he declines it, and queſtions 
gl ether the J/raglites will receive his Credentials. This Objection God imme- 


a Token. that I have ſent thee 3 and when thou haſt brought the People 
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God of the Hebrews hath commanded us to go three Days Journey, into 


tho* ſo very reaſonable, I know he will not grant, but refuſe to let you 


«be 5 
; dertake the Ambaſſy; but either from the Difficulty or Boldneſs of the En- 


=_* 117. This. denotes the Eternity of 
, who Eſſence knows no Beginning 
bad. Ardit is common with the He- 
_ to cxpreſs the Future in the Preſent 


_ 5: WHAT I WILL. BE; and con- 
eat it ought to be fo render'd, not only 
n de Letter of the Hebrew Text, but 
_ de genuine Senſe of the Words: 
en hich others likewiſe infer that it ought 
= 'cndcr'd, 1 wits Bs from ever; and 1 
_- = wth you and redeem you for the 


* 


e.: And for this Reaſon ſome ture it, I 


Exyptians; and others, 1 WILL be with you - 
in your preſent Tribulations and future Calami- 
ties. This Name is likewiſe expreſs'd in Rev. 


i. 4. by which is ſignified JE HOYA A, 
which is the proper Name of God. 
+ Elders, By this ſome mean the Do- 


ctors and Governors; but it is moſt probable - 


the Elders were Heads or Chiefs of Tribes 


and Families. By which it is plain there was 


a private Policy and QEconomy continued a- 


mongſt the 1/raelites, tho' in this ſervile Con- 
dition. R ; 


diately 
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diately removes by a Miracle; for commanding bim to throw his Sheep. 
on the Ground, it was inſtantly turn'd into a Serpent: Moſes affrighted at 


Command he had put it into his Boſom again, and pluck'd it out, his Fleſh 
ver, and pour it upon dry Land, and the Water ſhall become Blood. 


_ -Objeftion the Lord was pleaſed to remove, by putting him in Mind of f 
«© Now therefore go, and I will furniſh thee with Words, and make thy 


moved, he very bluntly begs to be excuſed from this Enterprize, ſayin 
O my Lord, inflead of me, ſend, I pray thee, by || him whom thou ni 


not going, God heard him patiently, and graciouſly condeſcended to reno ; | 
Miracle was ſo much the 'more convincing, Affairs had Regard to promifed Mei 


ical Application. fides his Inſufficiency, which made him # 


Send by the Hand of him that thou wilt ſend; which he was not willing to diſcover, ſg 
where the Word Hand is put for the Office before God appeared to Moſes in the Bk 
or Miniſtry, But by Moſes's defiring God to and had this Diſcourſe with him, we 

ſend another inſtead of him, he means a Man Eæod. ii. 25. That the King of £21! c 


cControverted. The Hebrews ſay Aaron, who him, to put him to Death for it, he le 
gat that Time was a Prophet in J/rael; Some port of that King's Death might not proba 

of them ſay the Meſſias; and of this Opinion yet have reach'd Maſes's Ear. Howevenl 
ate all the Latin Commentators ; becauſe the might reaſonably think that ſome « ite 
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ſudden Charge of his Sheep-hook, fled from it. But God, to incourage 10 
bad him take it by the Tail; which he had no ſooner done but it reſün 
its former Shape. And at the ſame Time to convince him that he ſhoulgyy 
want Credit with the /7aelites, God gave him Commiſſion to perform the ſu 
Miracle before them; and to remove all further Scruple he condeſcends t 51 
him another Sign, bidding him put his Hand into his Boſom; which ben 
no ſooner done, but it was ſtruck with a & white Leprofy. And when by Gy 


reſumed its former Colour and Subſtance, And yet to arm him fufficieyy 


and beyond all Queſtion, he was pleaſed to add a third Miracle: It they wil 
not believe theſe two former, /aid he, thou ſhalt take of the Water of th 


Still Moſes excuſed himſelf; and his laſt Plea was, that he wanted Th 4 
quence, the great Qualification of an Ambaſſador, and that ſince God ly 
condeſcended to talk to him, he was more flow of Speech than before. Th 


Omnipotence: Who made the Mouth of Man, /aid be? And who made 
„ Dumb and the Deaf, and the Blind, and him that ſees? Was it not! 


«© eloquent.” Hitherto Mo/es had ſome Glimpſe of Pretence for his Umm . 
lingneſs to go; but now all his Objections are anſwer'd, and his Scruples ot 
ſend. So long as Moſes had any Thing to plead in his Excuſe for h 


ly 
S$ White Leproſy. The Evidence of this Jews in all their mote weighty Cafe ul 


becauſe the White Leproſy, which was beld * Excuſe, It is the Opinion of fein 
incurable, was both inflicted and healed in an Commentators on this Place, and it is Wi 
Inſtant, without any outward Means, or Phy. probable, that does. had another Reaſons 


i Him. Exod. iv. 13. The Text ſays, ' willing to go of this Errand into £211, uh | | 


fitter to execute that Commiſſion than him- that King in whoſe Reign Ale had ft 
ſelf was. Who the Perſon meant is, is much the Egyptian, and who ſought to appienth 
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Doubts 3; but when his Modeſty in declining the Office and Honour God 
poſed to him was turned into an obſtinate Refuſal, the Lord was angry 
ch him; but in his Anger remembring Mercy, he reſumes Maſes's laſt G5. 
on (which he had already anſwered in general) and ſhews him more pat- 
ularly how. to ſupply. that Defect : Is not Aaron, the Levite, thy Brother, 
ad be? He is eloquent, and I will appoint him to meet thee. Tell him 
what I have faid 3 and be aſſured that I will always aſſiſt you both, and 
direct you what to ſay; he ſhall be the Orator, and thou fſnhalt be to him 
iaſtead of $ God. And, to ſtrengthen thy Commiſſion, and give thee 
8 Credit among my People, take this Rod in thy Hand, for I will enable 
thee to do many Miracles with it. N | 1 85 


. Moſes having nothing more to urge againſt this. Enterprize, at laſt yields, 


lett Mount Horeb, and went to Fethro, his Father-in-Law, with whom, it 


i., when 7etbro brought them to him again in the Wilderneſs. 
ie, being thus convinced that God had deſign'd him the Agent in 
Woſating this grand Affair, whilſt he was preparing himſelf for this Journey, 
W make him more chearfully proceed in it, and to diſpel, his Fears of being 
Wd co Account for his former Actions in Egypt, God bids him return 


3 pd ; then, repeating his former Order, he. ſays, ** When thou comeſt into 


64)! refuſe; to let che Children of 1720! go till I have ſlain his Son, even 
bis Firſt- bern. Beg SOAP! | a 
de Way, God. takes Occafipy to put Moſes in Mind of the Dan 
bedience, to preſerve him from lapſing into it hereafter. It ſeems Me; 
er through Neglect, or Indulgence of his Wife (who was not an raelite) 
not yet circumciſed his Son Eliezer, by which he provoked the Lord ſo 


of the flain Man were yet living to that heareth you, heareth me, &c. 
Wſecute him for the Miuider; and for that | 08.1 
on he might be unwilling to return ta him inſtead! of, or as Gad, Commentators 


Is 


bor che J. Rod of God in his Hand. Then, taking his Wife and Song, 
; ms, he left them *till he had conducted the Children of Iſrael out of 


Wicher, aſſuring him, that thoſe who had a. Deſign againſt his Life were 


Dor, be ſute to perform all the Miracles I kave enabled thee to do; 
Jad, to illuſtrate my Power, I will ſo harden Pharagh's Heart, that he 


of 
Moſes, 


$I God. By theſe Words, Thau Jhalt.te.to 


Wy! (from whence on that Occaſion he fled 
bis Life) left he ſhould be taken and ex- 
for that Fact. However, it is obſer- 
ſe that God would not free him from that 
WP" i! be had abſolutely reſigned, and whol- 
emitted to bis Will in going. 

lead. That is, He ſhall conſult thee 
of we, that from thee he may know 
Wil, and thou ſhalt impart to him what 
Ws Feceiveſt of me. Conſonant to this is 


. ” e _ — W F , P 
r 


of our Saviour Chrift to his Apoſtles, H. 
16 : ET 


ſhew the Power, God now inveſted Adoſes 
with, in delivering-him this Commiſſion, mak- 
ing bim not only Chief over Aaron, but the 
reſt of the Hraelites: For this Name of God 


"IO o - 


Power of Life and Death over them. 


is no where given to Men, but to ſignity the 
Rod of God. 'So it is now called, ſince 


God had ſo fiznally. honoured: it, and, as it 
were, conſecrated it to an Holy Ute, Exod, 


IV. 20. 0 


* Brought, See Exod, xviii. 2, Oc. 8735 
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circumciſed 


Flint, and Ne & 


as he acquainted not with the 
neither does he now ſay 


Form, Go in Peace. 


Moſes being now on the Way co Egypt, the Lord | coitithanded Aaron, 
Brother, to go into the Wilderneſs to meet Moſes. 


Call, 
braced him; 
the Wonders he was to perform; 


The two Brothers thus join'd in : Colninifls on (thodgh Moſes was the Sy 
reign) repair to Egypt, and ſammoning the Elders of the People togethy 
Aaron delivers the Meſſage which che Lord had ſent by Moſes, which 16 
the Miracles which God had eommandel 
the Sight of the People, who thereupon believed, and received them joyhy 
And now all being convine'd that the Lord had taken Compaſſion on 1 
wretched Condition of the Children of Hrael, that he had viſited them in ti 
Affliction, and had taken a | Courte | foe” their Deliverance, they fell own WR 


ſtraightway confirms, by doing 


worlhipped him. 


+ Xi Il bim. 
being not particular in the Manner, Inter- 
pPreters differ about it, but that which ſeems 
moſt probable is trom the Context, and that 
 Adoſes's Puniſhment muſt be Sickneſs, or 
ſome corporal Vifitation upon him; other. 
wiſe, if he had been in Health, he, and not 
Zipperab his Wife, would have circumciſed 
the Child. 

$ Blood, Many and ſome vaſtly wide, are 


| the Opinions of the Learned on this Text. 


Some will have it ſpoken to the Child that 
Was circumciſed; but neither the Words nor 


the. Circumſtances of the Action can allow 


that. Undoubtedly the Word Blood here te- 
fers to the Circumciſion, which was the Cauſe 
of. its  Effufion, Nor do they ſeem to conje- 
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nige Sbly, chat 10 the Way be threaten'd to + kill him for this Neglect. k 
Wife Zipporab underſtanding the 1 * . Kh divine Diſpleaſure, took à (1 
the Chil 
Huſband's Feet, the ſald, Thou art a Huſband of § Blood to me.” 7 
being over, the Lord pardon'd "Moſes, and diſmiſſed him to purſue his Journg; 
which he did, and ſoon arrived at his Father; in- Law Jetbro's Houſc, wh 
particular Reaſon of bis Teavin 
any Thing to him of the Viſion he had 
the Meſſage he had received from God to deliver to the King of Þ 
but, as he had entet'd bimſelf by Contract into Jetbro's Service, 
ſo. nearly, related as fo. be his Son- in-Law, he thought it but decent Cl 
as well as Reaſon, to aſk his Conſent to return to Egypt to viſit his breche 
and ſee whether they were living. Fetbro readily gave Conſent in the uh 


and went as far as Mount Hereb; where he met his Brother, 
to whom Moſes told al! that God. had conimanded him, in 


The Text in Exod iv; 24. | 
with the Blood of my Child I prejerve ani ji 
thee; for the Neglect 


with this little Variation, T0 ar! the Ci 
of the. ſhedding the Bload of: the Chili, 
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Book I 


—_—— 


throwing the Foreſkin at 


8 en, N: 


Wt 
and ben 


Aaron obeyed the bi 
and in 


ure amifs, who thus interpret this Tet 


of” the Child's being 
cumciſed being thy Faul, I have faves thi 
by the Blood of the Circumciſion, which i 
wiſe God. might have taken away. The! 
Commentators concur in this, and render 


which Reaſon I call thee. a Husband of Bi 

| Commanded. Hence it's plain, that {nt 
as a Prophet received a Revelation from 00 
which is likewiſe confitm'd, 1 Sam. ii. 27.5 
not 1 plainly appear to the Houſe of thy Full 

when they were in Egypt? For Eg 
ſcended from Aaron, 


6 "ON ant Ms * JE 5 
_ p p 
4 x { 
\ * 
* 


ſence, they delivered their Meſſage to the King in theſe Words, “ Thus 


= whom they meant by the Lord teplied, The God of the Hebrews, whom 
ec core, hath commanded us to offer Sacrifice to him; therefore we 


ration to our God, leſt he puni ſh us for our Diſobedzence, and you much 


: WS noe for hindring us.“ The King incenced ac this unuſual Liberty they 
NS ok, and looking upon them as Incendiaries ſharply reprimands them, ſaying, 


ES. Why do ye hinder the People from Work? Becauſe they are numerous, 


you ſenſible of Royal Diſpleaſure. # „ VEL ig 
The King having thus rudely diſmiſſed Moſes and Aaron, gave Charge to the 
Wck-maſters that they ſhould! no more give the People Straw to make Brick, 
& they had done before; but make them go gather Straw for themſelves 
ere they could find it; but yet to lay upon them the ſame Tale of Bricks 
chout Abatement; for ſaid he, they are idle, and this is but a Pretence to 


mo | 

1 eue them from their Work, The Task-maſters acquainted their Under Of- 
ccrs with this ſevere Injunction, who immediately tell it to the People; and they 
| co: dingly are forced to wander about the Country to ſeek for Stuble inſtead of 
aw, the Task-maſters at the fame Time exacting from them their uſual. 
it umber ot Bricks; which when they were not able to perform, the Under 


l WW ficers, who were Vraelites, and whom. the Task-maſters had ſet over them, 


ble to be done; and though they. are in Fault, yet are we puniſhed. 
e Caule of their Complaint ; the King tells them they ſhall have no Straw, 


5 alineſs, and drove them almoſt to Deſpair; ſo that meeting, with Moſes and 
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pol if of #6 HOLY BIBLE 115 
goon after they tepair to the Egyptian Coutt 3 and being admitted into the 


WW (ith che Lord God of [rael, Let my People go, that they may celebrate 
Feast ro me in che Defart.“ The haughty Pharaoh affronted at this Free- 
not Speech from an inflaved People, profanely demands, Wbo is the 
Lord, whom ye call the God of Jrae !? Am not I ſole Monarch here? I 
oon not Vraehs God; nor will I let you go.“ Moſes and Aaron, to inform 


. Leave to go three Days Journey into the Deſart, that we may pay due Ado- | 


you would incite them to rebel: Be gone all to your Labour, or Þll make 


eie called ro Account, and beaten, They not well knowing from whence- 
i Scverity proceeded, whether from the Edict of the King, or the Rigour of 
e Task-maſters, complained to the King himſelf; and laying their Grie- 
ce betore him in moſt humble Manner, expoſtulated the Matter with him 
eos: Why ſhould the King deal fo ſeverely with his Servants ? The Task- 
maſters allow us no Straw, and yet demand Brick of us, which is impoſſi-. 


pe yore Ifraclite Officers, inſtead of Redreſs, meet with an Addition to 
| 2 
yet deliver the full Tale of Bricks. This Anſwer gave them much Un- 


% in the Way as they came from Pharaoh, and looking upon them as the 
uſe of having theſe heavier Burdens laid upon them, they unadviſedly giv- 
s way to their preſent Paſſion, diſcharged*d their Grief and Anger upon them, 
ing, The Lord “ revenge us on you; for ye have made us bateful and 
= e a aabominable 
. d Revenge. Thus the Chaldee Paraphraſe, and. not diſagreeable to the Hebrews, who. 
. | =. pipes _ often} 
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His Care and Concern for them ; wherefore retiring from 


him this 


* Beings, Tell them 
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This was very afflicting to Moſes, who expected a mare 1 Return 
l | Concern” e chem, he addreſy 
timfelt to God in chis humble Rxpoſtulation: Why, O Lord, haſt th 
«' thus afflited" this People For ſince I ſpoke to Pbaraob in thy Name 0 
hatt treated them with more Severity than before 3 and they are more Uk 
** likely: to be delivered than ever. Moſes's Concern: for the Oppreſſion of h 
Muelites made him forget the Promiſe God had given him, and the Perveria 
of Pharach, which he had foretold: However God, to incourage him, giv 
gracious Anſwer. I am the Lord; the Almighty God, who appeared y 

* Abraham, Jaa, and Jacob: Was I not even known to them by my Nim 
«© Jebevab? Be aſſured that I the Lord, who made a Covenant with their 5. 
5 thers to give to their Foſterity the kand of Canaan, have heard their Con. 
pla ints and remember d my 'Promiſe. Therefore ſay thus to the Children g 
« Iſrael, 1 am Jebovab, who exiſt only of my ſelf, and gave Exiſtence 10 
1 will deliver them from the Egyptian Slavery with th 

„ Power of my Almighty Arm, and: inflict: heavy Judgments on thoſc that o 
s preſs them. Nor will I only deliver you all from this Bondage, but 1 yi! 


take you under my immediate Protection; ye ſhall be my People, and | 
K will be your God; and ye ſhall know that I am Jehovah your God, who yi 


Book 1 


16. ahd 


often by Metonymy: take Judgment 


Bound or End of Judgment, Thus to judg⸗ 
is oſten uſed for to revenge. | 


+ Occaſion. The Text is in Exod. v. 2 1. 17 


have put a Sword. into their Hand 1 flay us. 


Which cannot be literally taken here; for 
the Egyptians bath both the Civil and Mi- 


litary Sword alwa ys in their Power, to uſe as 
they pleated, But this is a :Soripture Phraſe, 


And is often uſed to expreſs. any pungent Ca- 


lamity or Affection. Thus it is in {e. Ixvi. 
. „ 

$ Jehovah. Almoſt all Tranflations make 
God to ſay, Exod. vi. 3. to Mes that he 


Was not known to Abraham, Iſaac and'Fa- 
cob, by his Name Jrhovab, though God ſays 
expreſly to the firſt of thoſe: Patriarchs, I am 


Ichovah, who brought thee from Ur of the 
-Chaldeans, 'Ger, xv. 7. And that Alrabam 
himſelf ſays to the King of Sodom, I haw 
Jift uß my Hands unto Jehovah, the moſt 
Higb Poſſefjor of Heaven and Earth, Gen. 
XIV. 22. And that Moſes obſerves' that Men 
"began to call upon the Name of Jebhovah in 


tze Days of Seb Antorpreters taks a great 


i for: the 


deal of Pains to adjuſt. this ſeeming Conty 
dictian, to preſerve to Mojes the pretend 
Privilege of having firſt known God by d 
Name of F#hovah; but if they would cor 
fider that the Hebrew Particle Lo, which is 


the Original, is often taken inter roativey 


they would readily grant that it is io ben 


ken ſo in this Place. In ſome Covies of it 


Septuggint: this Text is render'd, I have an 
munifeflad myſelf % them by my Nant | 


.hovah. The moſt learned Robbie; allo hi 


not underſtood it otHerwiſe, When they ch 
ſerve that this Particle is not abſolute!y er 
tive, but comparative, ag-in-ſeveral other Plc 
of Scripture; particularly. where the Veri 


in Ein. xxxii. 28. make God to far, 1 


Name all tbe no more called Jacob but lint 


tho' that Patriarch: was afterwards often.cr 


led by his firſt Name, as we have al) 
obſerved. We muſt therefore rectify ths) 
tranſlating, Nas mt I even known to tn 
my Name Fehovah ? Which takes away it 


ſeeming Contradiction, and reſolves all kk 


Difficulties that may be propoſed on this uh 
ns he A 1 4 os rele 
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eleaſe you from the Oppreſſions of Egypt; and I will bring you into th 
Land, coneerning which I || lifted. up my Hand in Confirmation that I would 
give [it to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in their Poſterity; and I will give it 
jou for an Inhefitarice, 1 am Jebovab, the Lord, that promiſe this, and 


* 1 


F ˙ IRON 5 95 
e 2ccordingly repairs to the Children of Jrael, and delivers his Meſ- 
eas God had commanded ; But they conſidering the fad Increaſe of their 
Side ever fince Moſes undertook to be their Deliverer, were ſo prejudiced 
ia him, that they would not believe him; upon which he left them till 
ber the Extremity of their Sufferings, or the Hand of God eminently ap- 
ning in plaguing their Oppreſſors, ſhould awaken them to a greater Deſire 
boeſwerance; but God, purſuing the Ends of his Providence, commands 
7 to go fo. the King of £gyp!, and demand the Liberty of his People. 
7 having but a little before been 1o roughly diſmiſs'd Pharaoh's Preſence, 
e ſo unkindly rejected by the, {/raelites, declines the Errand, by Ne, an 
ment from each: “ Since the Children of Irael, ſays be, thine own Peo- 
pie, would not hear me, though what I offered was ſo much to their 
Adeamage, how can I expect that fo wicked a Prince as Pharaoh is 


| WT 1:0u!d give Credit to fuch a“ Stammerer as Iam, in a Matter ſo much to his 
los?“ Bat the Lord, as before, is ſtill patient in hearing and removing 


LN; Ob tions, and therefore tells him, Conſider I have made thee, as a 
= God to Pharabb, and Aaron, thy Brother, ſhall be thy Interpreter, or 
RS Orz7or, Thou ſhalt tell him all that J have commanded thee, and ye 
\ om demand of Pharoab the Deliverance of my People; and that thou 
„ na yit not be diſcouraged by a Repulſe as before, take Notice that Phae . 
„% hall give no Credit to what thou ſayeſt, that I may thereby ſhew 
roy Power and Wonders on him and his People, and deliver the Children 
ot % ae by the Strength of my Hand; for fince Pharaoh hath: begun ta 
harden his Heart in contemptuouſly treating me, and abuling my People, 
= i now permit him to go on in his obſtinate Humour, that I may 
þk exert my Power in miraculous Operations in the Land of Zgypt ; there- 
 _T_ when ye come into Pharaoh's Preſence, and he ſhall demand a Mi- 


%%. This is a Phraſe. often uſed in uſed upon ſeveral Occaſions by the Hebrews ; 
i eure to expreſs Swearing, which was uſu- as when they call any one uncircumciſed in 
one by lifting-up of Hands; thus we find Heart, Mind, or Tongue, they mean one that 
4 WF Cr. xiv. 22. Numb. xiv. 30. Deut. labours ur.der a Defect in any of theſe. Be- 
ci BF". 40. and in many other Places. ſides, as Circumciſion was the firſt, and great- 
Mm | Stammerer, The Word in the Text, eſt Sacrament among them, ſo Uncircumci- 
e 12. is render'd. bo am „ un - ſion was eſteemed by them the greateſt Scandal 
e Lis, that is, flow of Speech; for and Diſgrace. A red 3 
9 labouf d under a Defect in his Tongue, + God: That is, by exerciſing the Judg- 


4 7 % 8 when Gad firſt pitched upon him ment of God upon him, thou ſhalt be as 
 —_—_ cake | 


b the Deliverance: of his People. terrible to him as God, Wk , 
Wo * Word Unarcunuiſed is ptraſeologically 4 oo 
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their Inchantments perform t 


Book 1 


© racle of you, to convince him of the Truth of your Meſſage, thou [ak 


* dire&t Aaron to caſt his Rod on the Ground before Phareob, and it 1,1 
** be turned into a Serpent.” Thus inſtructed, they appear before 2?},,,, WW 


and delivered their Meſſage ; which he rejecting, Aaron caſt down hi, he ö 


before the King, in the Sight of his Servants, and it became a Serpent. I 


confront this Miracle, the King preſently ſends for his F Magicians, why, b 1 


pents, yet with this Difference, that Aaron's devoured theirs, and reſume j 


 wonted Form. 


This harmleſs Miracle made no Impreſſion on the obſtinate Tyrant, fn ; E 


had no miſchievous Effect to King or People, who look*d on it but +, | 


Trial of Skill between Artiſts ; therefore God reſolves to make uſe of ny 


- ſenſible Scourges, and afflict the Egyptians with ſuch a Succeſſion of Plague 


as ſhould compel them to diſmiſs the inflav'd Hraelites; and having obſer; 
to Moſes, that Pharaoh's Heart was hardened, he bid him take the Ry 
which had been turn'd into a. Serpent, and offer himſelf in Pharaoh's Vn WG 
at his uſual Time of coming to the Banks of the River Nile; giving tin 
this farther Inſtruction: Tell him the Almighty God of the 71:08 
© hath ſent: thee to him; and tho* he hath been ſo obſtinate hittero vn 
“ detain the 7/raclites, their God will afflict him for his Perverſencis; ti 


he will make him ſenſible by his Judgments, which he will infi& yy 
„ him and his People.” And, to incourage Moſes. in the Execution ot 


Commiſſion, he promiſes his Aſſiſtance in the Performance of the firſt Mir, 


| the ſame that Aaron did by God's imme," | | 
Power ; for, throwing, down their Rods, they became, in Appearance, 


which was turning the Water of the River into Blood. 


8 Mogicans, Two of which, who pro- 
bly were the moſt eminent of the Company, 


ate by the Appſtle named Jannes and Zombres,. 


2 Tim. iii. 8. not from any Place of the 
Old Teſtament, but from. ſome other Records 
of the Fews; as divers other Things menti- 
oned in the New Teſtament, uix. Moſes be- 
ing brought up in the Egyptian Learning, At, 
Vil. v. 22. and fo likewiſe of his being forty 


Years of Ape, v. 23. when he went to viſit 


his Brethren, which is not in Exe. ii. And 


__ fo his having before-hand either ſome Inſtin& 

dr Revelation from God, that he ſhould be 

VDeliuerer of hit People, which ſeems to be 

_ referred to in As vil. 25. but is not in the 
Old Teſtament. LOS, 


i& River. This is the River Nilus, which. 


0 - i" incomparably the moſt. famous River in 


# 


_ , Moſes obeys, and at the appointed Time waits the King's coming t th | L | 
| River, and throwing himſelf in the Way, accoſts him wich. this Meg 


Ti 
the World, whether we confider the Cm. 
neſs of it (for it runs about niue bunte 
German Miles) or the Thing it produc 
or the miraculous Ebbing or Flowing 
It is abſolutely called in the Scrip:ur: M 
Miſraim, the River of Egypt : From wh: 


the Word Nile is not unnatutally derived RR i 


hal, Naal, Neel, Neil. And Pomporii, Mu 
J. 5. c. 10, reports, That the Fountiin © 
Nile is called Nachul by the Erbiojion.. NM Tz 
whereas God ſays to Ales. Exod "' "pt 
G to Pharzoh in the Morning, 16+" 1" 
go forth-to the Water, we may reafunadi}'i 


poſe, as. the Per/ions.every Morning woll 


ped the Rifing-Sun, ſo the £g7!12n 1p 

Morning did the Nile, and that ibis 48 
forth of the King to the River was 2 co" 
AR of Devotion; and it is not unlike) . 4 
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Lok II. 


del Prin 


naries, perſiſts in is Refolution (ſo little did the firſt Miracle operate on 


and the, e and Aaron admoniſhed him of the Omaipotence of their 
. he would not believe them. Upon which Aaron receiving the Rod from 
1 g, lifted it up, as God had commanded, and, ſtriking the Water, it 
ed into Blood; which immediately ſtagnating, grew ſo offenſive with its 
Eos Putrefaction, that the Fiſh were ſuffocated, and* the Inhabitants. 
WE. ord to dig for Water in new. Places to allay their Thirſt, And not- 
Standing this Plague continued upon them for ſeven Days, yet Pharaob 
ain obſtinate z and the more, becauſe Moſes being known to have had 
WS. ducation among the Egyptians, the King concluded, that all this was 
WS. io: mec by magical Skill. Wherefore, calling for his Magicians, he put 
en upon the ſame Trial; who, taking ſome of the Water which the Zgyp- 
SE; hid digged, by their Inchantments they made him believe that they 
ed it to Blood. And tho? this was but a Deluſion, yet it convinc'd 
arab that what Moſes and Aaron had done, was not the Effet of any 
crnatural Virtue, but a meer Trick ot Art, and thereupon returns reſolute 
= op the //rectites. n en $22 e i e Tr ie ak (3 Bhat 
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$ obdarate. to all the Rhetorick of the two heavenly Miſ⸗ 


P 


s arc expired, Moſes, at the Command of God, - accoſts him again, and 
eus his Inſtances for the Delivery of the J/raelites; threatening,” upon his 
Wi:1\a], to bring upon the Land ſuch prodigious Numbers of Frogs, as 
old viſit him and his Subjects in their moſt private Receſſes. Pharaob, 
acdeſs of his Threats, defies him; upon which Mejes gives Aaron + Order 
S tk: the Rod, and ſtretch forth his Hand with it over the River, which 
= in Inſtant ſo affected all the Waters of Egypt, that, not waiting for the 
„Productions of Nature, the animated Streams unburthen themſelves upon 

Land in Shoals of Frogs, which immediately invade all Parts, infeſting 
che Royal Palace with their ungrateful-Croaking. Now A een. 
EFKecouſe to his Magicians, who by 5 


3 


their mimick Power iſo. deluded: 


| Wn, that they made him believe they wrought the ſame Miracle; which 
(dend Pharaoh for a-while ; but the loathlome Plague purſuing him and. 


WS Bu Heaven purſues him with repeated Miracles; for as ſoon as the ſeven. 


„ The Fountain of this River is now 
_" to be in the Mountains called the 
nin; of the Moon, and one of the Titles 
= '' John is, King of Goyome, where 
Wo begins; but the Ancients were totally 
nt! of it, inſomuch that this was reckoned 
ende Proprieties of: Nilus, that it con- 
as Spring, of which Lucan takes Notice 
'Y bis tenth Bek! 33 

_ -:. Theodore upon Exodus ſays thus 
ai Change of the Waters of Nile; being 


| | ir great Deity Oſyris was worſhipped for 


changed into Blood they accuſed the Egyps. . 
tians of the Murder of the Infants. And the 
Book: of V iſdom xi. 6. makes the ſame Ob- 
ſervation z ſaflead -0f a Fountain of running 
Water, the Enemies were troubled with torrupt: 
Blood, which was to 'rebuke the-GCommandment: 
of the. killing. of the: Children. JV 

7 Order. It may:be/obſerved-from Exod. 
vii. 19. and vili. 5, that Aaron feceived Or- 
der from Mofes to perform the Miracles, who. 
was the Director or Sovereign, and gave to Aa- 


ren the Power delegated to him from 1 1 
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bis People where. ever they went, he is forc'd to apply himſelf to Ag 


Aaron for Relief, offering to capitulate wich their God upon Terms of p, 
miſſion for them to go and ſacrifice to him. Meſes demands the Lime vj, 


this ſhall be put to an Iſſue, and they both agree upon the next Day, 4, 


cordingly Moſes addreſſes himſelf to God; and che Frogs ſoon died, wi; 


the People gathered in Heaps, ſo that the Land Rank of them before 9h 


could be diſpos'd of, „ ͤ 169: -nnR 

Ihe Infidel Prince, thinking the God of the Hebrews had diſcharg' a 
Plagues, unfaithtully breaks his Word, and refuſes to let the [/rac.ite; 20 y 
ſerve” their God. This Violation ſo provokes the Almighty, that e reh 
to treat the haughty Tyrant in a more ſurpriſing Manner than he had lirh.q, 
done; for before, he firſt denounced his Judgraents, giving him Warning 
that he might eſcape them; but now he will give him no further Note 
and therefore commands Moſes to direct Aaron to ftretch out his Rod we 
|trike. the Duſt with it, that it might become F Lice. Aaron obeys, 1 
ſtraightway the animated Duſt turns into Swarms of Vermine, Which the h. 


Sicians, who had faintly imitated the former Plagues, now attempt in vin; 


they own their Art out-done, and acknowledge this to be the !nimity), 
Let now. again, notwithſtanding the Obſtinacy of Pharaoh, who wo 


not in the leaſt hearken to Moſes and Aaron, God condeſcended to vive hn 


another Summons.  ** Riſe up (ſays God ro Moſes) early in the Morning, a 
meet Pharaoh as he comes to the River; tell him thus, faith the Log 
Let my People go, that they may ſerve me, or I will ſend Swarnsq 
Flies upon thee. and thy People, which ſhall fill their Houſes, and cn 


Y 


7 8 Lice. What Kind of Creatute this was, which were Things to be had every wh 


is not certainly known, the Verſions and 
Commentators differing very much in their 
Opinion of it. The Septuagint tranilate it 
Here, and in Pal. cv. 13. Knipes,'and fo Philo 
and the vulgar Edition retain . the Word; 
Which ſeems to come fron' the Word Knizein, 
which ſignifies to pick, and they were a kind 
of Gnat. In this Pliny, Columella, Hojychius 
and Origen agree. Yet Junius and Tremellius, 
the French, Engliſh and divers other Tranſla- 
tions render it by Lice, and Lice too might 


have Wings. It ſeems to me moſt probable, 


that it was ſome new. kind of Creature called 
Analogically by an old known Name, which 
is Pererius's Conjecture, and is approved by 
Rivet. And this I take to be the Reaſons» 
why the Magicians could not counterfeit this 
Miracle as it was eaſy for them to do thoſe 


of the Serpents, the Blood, and the Frogs; 


This, I think may paſs for a moe probt 


_ Cauſe than the Fancy of the {Hr-:, wh 
Hay, that the Devil's Power is bounded to! 
producing of no Creature leſs than 3 Gus 


of Barley; or than St. Augy/!ine's ailegitit 
Reaſon, and too Poetical even for Poet! 
who affirms, that the Magiciars failed nf 
third Plague, to ſhew the Defect f tun 
Philoſophy when it comes to the Myſiay 
the Trinity. But ſuch whimſica A 
and Conjectures do more hurt than god 
Mir NS hh 

| Flies, So our. Engliſh Trauſlaton. 
Jerom ſays, All Sorts of Flies. I he dend 
gint Kunamwhyan, a particular Kind of 
called a Dog-#ly, from his Biting. 0e ® 


late this a Mixture of Beats: The Fi 


une meſlee de Beſlers, Junius and Tmin 
Collnviem, and Joſepbus ſeems to uncethi 
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te Face of the Earth; and that thou mayſt know that this is brought as 

Judgment upon thee and thy Subjects, for oppreſſing my People, I will 
on tha: Day ſeparate the Land of Goſhen, in which my Servants dwell, 
rom the reſt of Egyet, that the Flies ſhall not moleſt them.” Accord- 
. upon Pbaraob's not ſubmitting, the next Day Clouds of ſwarming In- 
ail the Air, which in number leſs Troops deſcend. to the Earth, and with 
WE: un and unuſual Noiſe ſurprize and affright the wretched Inhabitants, 
WS Accmpts prove vain and fruitleſs to remove this increaſing Evil; their 

WE private Receſſes cannot ſecure. them from the poiſonous Bitings of theſe 


RS cn2cfv! Animals, and a Succeſſon of painful Miſery invades them on all 
Ws. Not Pharaoh's Guards can fave him from the puugent Attacks of this 
ee Hoſt, which boldly ſwarm about, and feize the very Weapons they 
esd draw in their Maſter's Defence. The Sword and Spear are uſeleſs to 
eil his airy Foe, whole penetrating Sting is ſharper than their Point. The 
AW: oicians with Confuſion look upon this direful Plague, and no more pre- 
SS io offer at any Imitation; a general Horror per vades the Towns and 
cs, and all the Country echoes with the Cries of tortur'd Men and Cat- 
2:72, not able to indure this Plague, calls preſently for Maſes and 


=, and, in a ſullen diſcontented Tone, bids them go and ſacrifice to their 
=, bac not beyond the Bounds of Egypt. He was defirous of Relief, but 
lng to part with a People, by whoſe Slavery he had reap'd ſo great 
v {RE vantage 3; and being a Stranger and Enemy to the true God, he did not - 
ceive, that the Vraelites could not acceptably ſacrifice to their God whilſt 
cr ts Egyptian Bondage. Moſes, not willing to provoke, but rather Con- 
ee Pr, diſcreetly anſwer'd, We cannot facrifice to our God in this 
Wn, for that would be an * Affront to the Egyprians, and they will be re- 
= on us; permit us therefore to avoid their Reſentment, by going three 


- i Journey into the Wilderneſs, and ſacrifice to our God, as he hath com- 
access If nothing elſe will ſerve you, ſaid Pharaoh, but to go into the 5 
is | will let you go, but not far; and in Return for this Conceſſion, 1 


Wc: your God to remove this Plague. Moſes promiſed to intercede for him, 
tions Pharaoh to be ſincere in his Grant; and, being gone from his 
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1 j once, adar'ſs'd himſelf to God, to remove the Plague of Flies. His 1 
"WF 1 <1 are heard, and the Inſects cake their Flight; but Pharach no ſooner 
"SS" tine! deliver'd from this Judgment, but returns to his former Obſti- 1 


„and poſitively forbad the J/raeiztes to ſtir out of his Dominions, 


"FE. ) 
* 8 


— — PE 


en Sorts of wild Beaſts that infeſted pilar, and the Palmer-worm, my-grvati Atmy, 


ns; which is not very very pro- which 1 ſent among you. pL I 
AST be Pamſhments hitherto were rather * Afrou, I hat is, if we ſhould facrifice | 
- me than mortal; tho? this Puniſn- thoſe Creatures which the Egyptians worſhip | 
SS infinite Numbers of ſmall Tormen- for Gods, as the Ox and the Sheep, they will 
FP * > 2icat a one that God calls them be affronted to ſee us facrifice their Gods to 


Army, Joe! ii. 25. nay his Great rm, our God. 
Leal, the Cankerworm, and the Cater- 


3 


110 A Compleat HIST ORT 


by 7 * 2 * * 
4 N * * oC. [ * 5 > , » * - 
ATP i & * Ns TP, had 4 ur 8 Kb LS ELITES 9 a * 
* Js 2 . a 1. 8 
* 0 . 0 5 


Book 
his People where- ever they went, he is forc'd to apply himſelf to 27 
Aaron tor Relief, offering to capitulate with their God upon Terms of p, 
miſſion for them to go and ſacrifice to him. Maes demands the Lime ug 


: 


this ſhall be put to an Iſſue, and they both agree upon the next Day. 4 


cordipgly Moſes addreſſes himſelf to God, and the Frogs ſoon died, % 
the People gathered in Heaps, ſo that the Land Rank of them before die 
could be diſpos'd of. 8 ee ee e ee : 
Ihe Infidel Prince, thinking the God of the Hebrews had diſcharg': al 
Plagues, unfaithtully breaks his Word, and + refuſes, to let the Hasi, oy y 
ſerve their God. This Violation ſo provokes the Almighty, that te noh 
to treat the haughty Tyrant in a more ſurpriſing Manner than he had hith;ry 
done; for before, he firſt denounced his Judgtnents, giving him Warning 
that he might eſcape them; but now he will give him no further \gg 
and therefore commands Meſes to direct Aaron co ſtretch out his Rod w 
rike the Duſt with it, that it might become & Lice. Aaron obeys, u 
ſtraightway the animated Duſt turns into Swarms of Vermine, which the h. 


{ 


gicians, who had taintly imitated the former-Plagues, now attempt in vin 


they own their Art out-done, and acknowledge this co be the 'nimit}, 
anne etna on ar ene 

Let now again, notwithſtanding the Obſtinacy of Pharaoh, who wo 
not in the leaſt hearken to Moſes and Aaron, God condeſcended to give li 
another Summons. £* Riſe up (ſays God to Moſes) early in the Morning, a 
«© meet Pharaoh as he comes to the River; tell him thus, faith the Log 


Let my People go, that they may ſerve me, or I will ſend Swarny g 


Flies upon thee. and thy People, which ſhall fill their. Houſes, and cn 


« th 


bp 8 Lice. What Kind of Creatute this was, 
is not certainly known, the Verſions and 
Commentators differing very much in their 


Opinion of it. The Septuagint tranſlate it 


here, and in P/al. cv. 13. Knipes, and fo Philo 
and the vulgar Edition retain. the Word; 
Which ſeems to come fron the Word Knizern, 
which ſignifies to pick, and they were a kind 
of Gnat. In this Pliny, Columella, Hojychius 
and Origen agree. Vet Junius and Tremellius, 


the French, Engliſh and divers other 'Tranſfla- 


tions render it by Lice, and Lice too might 


have Wings. It ſeems to me moſt probable, 


that it was ſome new. kind of Creature called 
Analogically by an old known Name, which 
is Pererius's Conjecture, and is approved by 
Rivet. And this I take to be the Reaſons 
why the Magicians could not counterfeit this 
"Miracle as it was eaſy for them to do thoſe 


of the Serpents, the Blood, and the Frogs; 


which were Things to be had every hr 


_ Cauſe than the Fancy of the {1-5r::5;, mh 
#ay, that the Devil's Power is bounded to! 


 Collnviem, and Joſephus ſeems to wade 


This, I think may paſs for a mote probt 


producing of no Creature leſs than (ul 
of Barley ; or than St. Auguſtine's ailegotia 
Reaſon, and too Poetical even for Pit! 
who affirms, that the Magiciars failei n 
third Plague, to ſhew the Defect of tun 
Philoſophy when it comes to the Myltay 
the Trinity. But ſuch whimſical Alg 
and Conjectures do more hurt than gout 
Thviniey.s cd) Ns nA 

Flies. So our; Engh/h Trauſlaton. 
Jerom ſays, All Sonts of Flies. I he delt 
gint Kunomiobyan, a particular Kind 0 
called a Dog-#ly, from his Biting. 59m 
ſlate this a Mixture of Beaſts: The Fin 
une meſlee. de Beſtess Junius and Tenn 


bw; 


* 


4 
| * 
* 


Win Fu HOL?. 11 u 


de Face of the Earth; and that thou mayſt know that this is brought as 
J Judgment upon thee and thy Subjects, for oppreſſing my People, I will 
= tha: Day ſeparate the Land of Goſhen, in which my Servants dwell, 
Lom the reſt of Egypt, that the Flies ſhall not moleſt them.“ Accord- 
Wy, upon Pharaoh's not ſubmitting, the next Day Clouds of ſwarming In- 
W. 5] the Air, which in numberleſs Troops deſcend. to the Earth, and with 
=. {un and unuſual Noiſe ſurprize and affright the wretched Inhabitants, 
anemptis prove vain and fruitleſs to remove this increaſing Evil; their 
WS private Receſſes cannot ſecure. them from the poiſonous Bitings of theſe 
eagefol Animals, and a Succeſſion of painful Miſery invades them on all 
Wc. Not Pharaoh's Guards can fave him from the puugent Attacks of this 
ing Hoſt, which boldly ſwarm about, and feize the very Weapons they 
Wd draw in their Maſter's Defence. The Sword and Spear are uſeleſs to 
el this airy Foe, whole penetrating Sting is ſharper than their Point. The 
ecians with Confuſion look upon this direful Plague, and no more pre- 
co offer at any Imitation; a general Horror  peryades the Towns and 
|, and all the Country echoes with the Cries of tortur'd Men and Cat- 
Pbaracb, not able to indure this Plague, calls preſently for Moſes and 
in, and, in a ſullen diſcontented Tone, bids them go and ſacrifice to their 
d, but not beyond the Bounds of Egypt. He was defirous of Relief, but 
lng to part with a People, by whoſe Slavery he had reap'd ſo great 
age; and being a Stranger and Enemy to the true God, he did not 
ceive, that the Vraelites could not acceptably ſacrifice to their God whilſt 
cr ic 4g yptian Bondage. Moſes, not willing to provoke, but rather Con- 
ee Pbaraob, diſcreetly anſwer'd, We cannot facrifice to our God in this 
cs, for that would be an * Affront to the Egyptians, and they will be re- 
eon mus; permit us therefore to avoid their Reſentment, by going three 
Journey into the Wilderneſs, and ſacrifice to our God, as he hath com- 
ccd us. If nothing elſe will ſerve you, ſaid Pharaoh, but ro go into the 
ri, | will let you go, but not far; and in Return for this Conceſſion, 
Wc: your God to remove this Plague. Moſes promiſed to intercede for him, 
_ cuions Pharaoh to be ſincere in his Grant; and, being gone from his 
= nc, adereſs'd himſelf to God, to remove the Plague of Flies. His 
es are heard, and the Inſects take their Flight; but Pharach no ſooner 
c mf! deliver'd from this Judgment, but returns to his former Obſti- 
ad poſitively forbad the //zaelites to ſtir out ot his Dominions. | 


|! 
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oeral Sorts of wild Beaſts that infeſted pilar, and the Palmer-worm, my-great Army, 
_ "ty; which is not very very pro- which I ſent among you. CE 
= ' he Pumſhments hitherto were rather * {ffront, I hat is, if we. ſhould ſacrifice 
eme than mortal; tho' this Puniſn- thoſe Creatures which the Zgyptians worſhip 
of fate Numbers of ſmall Tormen- for Gods, as the Ox and the Sheep, they will 
s {o preat a one that God calls them be affronted to ſee us ſacrifice their Gods to 
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Upon this high Pro vocation, God fent Moſes again to Phardob with d 
Meſſage: Thu. faith the God of the Hebrews Let my People go, ty 
they ferve me, or be aſſured I will viſit all thy Cattle that an 
the Field with a grievous Murrain; and, to make thee ſtill more {ef 
of my Omniporence, 1 will, by a wonderful Diſtinction, preſerve the (yl 
« the of my People, whilſt 1 deſtroy thofe of the Egypitens.” This, h | 
Pboraob's Obſtinacy, was fatally verified upon the Egyptians Cattle the wy 
Day; the generous Horfe loaths his full Manger and lov'd Paſtures, and fink 
under his Rider; the Afs and Camel can no longer ſupport their Burden, g 
their own Weight; the labouring Ox drops down dead before the Pong 
the barmlefs Sheep die bleating, and the faithful Dogs lie gaſping by them WM 
Though Pharaoh ſaw one Part of Nature extinct before his Eyes vill 
continued his former Temper, and reſolved till to brave Heaven wit wh 
impious Per verſeneſs. And, remembring what Moſes ſaid of the Preſeryyp 
of the Iſraelites Cattle, he ſends ro Goſhen to learn how it had fared yij 
them, and is aſſured, there was not one of the Cattle of the H acliles den 
by which he might have ſeen, that this was no Caſualty, but a direct Im 
ment upon him, exactly anſwering the divine Prediction. Notu ithH U 
this, he will not be convinced, but continues in his former Reſolution, 3 
to let the Vraelites go. | hs, F 
Therefore, ſince neither Admonitions nor Threats will prevail upon his d 
durate Heart, God reſolves to ſurprize him with a Plague, without grin 
him any Warning; and immediately commands Moſes and Aaron to u 
Handfuls of Aſhes from the Furnace, and before Pharaoh's Face to thwihil 
them in the Air. The pregnant Aſhes ſoon ſpread the dire Contagion, oi 
the tainted Air infects the Egyptian, Blood with its poiſonous Influence, win 
appears upon their Skin in ſwelling + Scabs and Ulcers, and their W 
Conſtitution became a noiſome Spring of Sores. This Plague was fo torturiyhl 
that the Magicians (who poſſibly once more would have tried their Sil Wn 
ſee it they could regain their Credit) were not able to ſtand before M 
for it affected them as well as the reſt of the Egyptians. m=_ 
And now Pharach, whoſe Obſtinacy before proceeded from. his natut 
Averſion to the Servants of the true God, is judicially harden'd by the 4 
mighty Lord, who reſolves to make him a Monument of his Power to d 
Pottery. He makes the Powers of Heaven the Inftruments of his Reeg 
and, calling to Mefes, he gives him this Charge 3 ** Go early in che M 


+ Sab, Ec. This by Myer, Exod. ix. 10. came the Calumny, which Trog. Phe 
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is called Ulcus inflationum germinans in hamine, 


out with Blains, Cr. which 


Or. Sproutin 
Tremillius render, Erumpens multis 


Funius and 
_ pullulis, This in Deut. xviii. 27 is one of the 
{Curſes With which Diſobedience to God is 


threatned, The Lord ſhall (mite thee with the 
Batch: of Egypt, &c. From hence I believe 


| Hans, 


Diod. Siculus, Tacitus and other Heathens( 
upon the Hebrews, viz. that they were ens 
led Egypt for being ſcabbed and leprous, who 
Miſtake was eaſy, inſtead of being dilmil 
having brought thoſe Diſeaſes upon tie 0 


& jo 
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. to the King of Egypt, and tell bim, that I the God of the Hebrews 


be retuſe, be may be aſſured I will ſhower my § Plagues upon him 
E. People; and I will make him know, that I 8 the only God 


. Earth. Say further to him; | If when lately 1 fimote the Cattle with 


the Mutram, I had ſmitten thee and thy People with Peſtilence, thou bhadft 


=... cut off from the Earth; but I have relerved thee to. ſhew my Power 


upon, and by the Jodgments 1 ſhall inflict upon thee, 1 will publiſh my 


Am. to all the World. Oppreſs not, nor detain my People; for if thou 


doſt, to“ Morrow by this Time (unleſs thou ſubmitceſt thy felt) 1 will 


ad dach a Storm of Hail from Heaven upon Egypt, as never was known 
oe ic was + a Nation 3 and, that thou mayeſt not loſe what Cattle the 
orrain left (which being not in the Field, eſcaped that Plague) fend thy 
cn, and let them drive them under Shelter; for upon every Man 
Bad, which ſhall be tound in the | Field, the Storm ſhall fall, and 


; and the Liberty of my People, that they may worſhip me; which, 


| 4 they hall ſurely die. 


WT bs chrcatning Meſſage did not fo far affect Pharaoh, as to take Care 


i * 


— 


cf or People; bur ſome ot them, who had been J. Witneſſes of che 


en With of God, made a prudent Uſe o 


7 , 


the divine Caution, and 


ca their Cattle in Time, by which Means they were preſerved. - - | 
Sd :ow the Time appointed being come, Meſes attends the harden'd King, 
NT io convince him of the Truth of whit he had threaten'd him with, waves his 
nd i: the Air, which ſoon began to murmur in jmperte&t Sounds, *cill 
= 


WS ful-charged Clouds with impetuous Force burſt and diſcharged themſelves 
Tuck terrible Peals of Thunder, as ffiouk the whole Frame of Nature. 


W's is ſuccceved by a ſtony Shower of monſtrous Hail, ſuch as Winter never 


Plague. By Plagues in this Place (vis. 
. X. 14.) is not meant, that God would 
ache Plagues which he afterwards in- 
ed ſucceſſively, but thoſe which attended 
Plaue from Heaven, as Hail, Thundet, 
bine, Rain, | Ly 

er. Here God ſhews that be wart- 
ot Power to deſtroy Pharaoh and his 
eas for oppreſſi::y his People 1/ragl ; but 
be eferv'd him for greater Puniſhment ; 
bereſose the Chaldee Paraphrate renders 
x 15; V when I lately [mote the Cat 
tb the Murrain, I had mitten thee and 


from the Earth, And this God ſaid, to 
the Egyptians know, that he did not do this 
o threaten them, but bat he was able 


Perpie with Peſtileuce, thou had/! been cut 


produced trom her ſtormy Magazines, which cover'd the Ground with 
WS icaticr'd Ruins of Trers and Houſes, and the dead Bodies of Men and 


to cut them off when he pleaſed, by the ſame 
Power that he betore deſtroy'd the Cattle. 
* Morraw, It is very common in Scripture 


to fird the particular Time expreſs'd ; which 


is uſed only to ſhew the Certainty of Provi- 


dence. | 8 
4 A Nation. Egypt was fitſt inhabited by 


(Mejraim whence it is called in Hebrews, Mej- 
raim, and to this Day by the Tu, Mera) 


the Son of Cham. 1 -. » ba: 
*j Witneſſes. Ero ix. 20. It is ſaid of 
thoſe that ſecured thei: Cattle by houſing them 
before the Storm, the they feared the Lord; 
which implies not 4 reveiential F ear, but a 
ſervile Fear, into which, they had beer -teirt- 


ſed by the Judgments God, had ined s 


them, ps ee 
ank 
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© ceffors ever ſaw,” 


 ſprouted our of the Earth. : | 
* Srorching, &c. Our Tranſlation has Eaſt that from hence by a Southeriy t Goal 
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and Beaſts, Nor does the divine Vengeance ſtop here; the Heavens becnmy 
a Body of liquid Fire, which, darting on the Ground, glides o'er the Wann 
and every Place with dreadful Horror. This ſhocks" the © haughty vl 
who ſeeing Nature (as he imagine?) ready to diſſolve, melts into Pepi 


and confeſſes himſelf guilty ; but this being an Act of Neceſſity, not of h 


tue, it dies with his Fear, which Maſes forefaw 3 for when Pharos beg 
him” to intercede to God for him, and to remove this Plague, %% 
him, he will anſwer his Requeſt, but aſſutes him, he knows he does not ges 


ſincerely, and that his Repentance was only the Effe& of his Fright, 0 


this the Lord, as he had done before, gave Moſes Notice; I have harder! 


«© his Heart, /aid he, and the Hearts of his Servants; that I may (hy thef 


my Wonders before them, and thou mayſt tell in the hearing of thy Sg, 
« and the J/raeltes to ſucceeding Generations, what Prodigies I have wrough 
„ in Egypt, that ye may all know, that I am the Lord, the Almiyht, 5 
* bovah. Wherefore go to Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus ſaith the Lord Gy 


* 


of the Hebrews, Why doſt thou perſiſt in thy Obſtinacy ? Let my beat 


go, that they may ſerve me, or I will bring the Locuſt into thy Lindy 
& Morrow, which ſhall come in "ſuch Swarms, as ſhall cover the Surtice g 
* the Earth, and devour all the Products of it that have eſcape the 9 
„ mer Plagues. And this ſhall prove ſuch a Plague as none of thy Puck 


- 


Moſes, having deliver'd this Meſſage to Pharaob, withdrew ; which th 


:Co :rficrs perceiving, and fearing Moſes was gone to call down mor: Plan 
upon them, very roughly accoſt their King, defiring him to let the T 
go to ſerve their God, leſt he defiroy'd them all tor his Obſtinacy. lhe 


Importunity prevailed more than God's Threats and Jucgments; there tore, {nb 
ing for Moſes and Aaron, he told them, they might go and ſcrve their God, by 
only the Men, not Women, or Children. Moſes inſiſted upon all the at 
going, young and old, Sons and Daughters; nay, and their Flocks and Herd 
For we muſt hold a Feaſt, ſays he, to the mighty Jebovab, and all mult k 


at it.” This put Pharaoh out of Temper, for he look'd upon this Demut 


as very inſolent; therefore he bad them look to it, and conſider well what te 
inſiſted on, and in a very threatning Manner ditmiſs'd them. 9 
Moſes being thus again repulſed, by God's Command, ſtretch'd out his Hand 


with the Rod in it, and immediately a“ ſcorching hot Wind blew all chat D 


and the Night following, which by the next Morning drove endlcts Legions 


| Produdis. That is, the Wheat and the becauſe the South Parts of Aſric were 0 
Rye, Exod. ix. 32. which before had not infeſted with Locuſts, where they are 10 9% 
3 Places the chief Food of the Inhabitants; 


Wind. The Vulgar has Ventum urentem a Eaſterly Wind they might eaſily be die 


burning Wind, The Septuagint, a South Wind; tor I cannot agree with ſome, at the Ml 


which Opinion 1 follow (tho* the Jes will Wind blowing all Day and Nie'i product 
unanimouſly have it to be an Ea Wind) them. 7 
. | 5 | £VOU 
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erouring + Locuſts, which left the Earth as naked and depopulate, as if 
e Northern Storms of Winter had invaded it. The happy Product of the 
tile Nile, and all that bountiful Nature afforded, was carried off by theſe 
in Pillagers. Pharaoh began to be a little more ſenſibly touch'd with this 
WP .cuc than any of the former ; for he plaiuly foreſaw that the Deſtruction of 
ee Fruits of the Earth muſt. in Time prove the Deſtruction of Man, and 
WM: ; therefore calling haſtily for Moſes and Aaron, he in a more ſuppliant 
ner than uſual addreſſes himſelf to them: “I have indeed offended Je- 
boa your God, in refuſing to obey his Command, and you in breaking 

ny Word fo often with you; forgive me this Offence, and intreat your 

= God to avert this Judgment, that Fand my People periſh not by devour- 
ing Famine.” Moſes anſwers his Requeſt, and immediately reriring, prayed 
=o God, who by a ſtrong Weſterly Wind drove the Locuſts in the“ Red Sea. 
This Plague: thus removed, Pharaoh returns to his former Obſtinacy and 


Locus. This is the Creature which we 
operly call a Graſs-hopper. Wonderful ate 
e Accounts which Authors report of theſe 
eos of Armies of Locuſts, and of the Or 
rand Regularity of their Marches. A/dro- 
uu. and Vincelius ſay, That in the Year 
our Lord 852, they were ſeen to fly over 
_ ty Miles in Germam in one Day, in 
aner of a formed Army, divided into ſeve- 


they reſted: That the Captain march- 
=. - Day's Journey before the reſt, to chooſe 
=_ moſt opportune Places for their Camp: 
al tity never removed till Sun riſing; at 
3 Time they went away in as much 
2 der as an Army of Men could do: That 
= having done great Miſchief, whereſo- 
bey pats'd after Prayers made to God, 
eie driven by a violent Wind into the 
Z iet Ocean, and there drowned ; but being 
3 jſt again by the Sea upon the Shore, cauſed 
eefettilence in the Country, Some add, 
__ they cover'd an hundred and forty Acres 


þ end at a Time, St. Jerome upon Joel 
, Wks thus: When the far of ks 
F 0 lately into theſe Parts, and filled all 
de. Air, they flew in fo great Order, that 

_ ?tes in a Pavement cannot be laid more 


 2vlartv, neither 


did they ſtir one Inch 
Nums, XVIII. 


. al Squadrons, and having their Quarters apart 


6. 2. owns that it abounds in Coral. 


Contempt of God's Commands, and refuſes to let the Maelites go. Where- 
ec God bids Moſes ftretch forth his Hand towards Heaven, that there might 
e - Darkneſs over the Land of Egypt, ſo thick that it might be 


§ telt. 
Moſes 


6c gut of their Ranks.“ There are reckon'd 


thirty ſeveral Sorts of Locuſts by Pliny, and 
(if wa may believe him) ſome of three Foot 
lopg. See J. 11. c. 29. 1 | 
Red Sea, Various are the Opinions of 
Interpreters about the Epithet Red given to 
this Sea. Some will have it ſo called from the 
RefleQticn of the Sun upon it from the Red 
Mountains near it. Others, that it is naturally 
Red of it ſelf. Pliny, lib. 6. cap. 23. ſays it 
is called by the Greets, Erythreum Mare, or 
Red Sea, from Erythra the King, and Son of 
Perſeus, whole Sepulchre is reported to be in 
Tirina, an Ifland of the Red Sea. Others are 
of Opinion, that it is called ſo from the Red 
Sand or Coral, with which this Sea abounds; 
and this they confirm from Pliny, who J. 3 2. 

ut 
whatever the Verfions render it, it's certain the 
Hibrew Word Supb figoifies a Bound, and it 
is by them called the Sea of the Bound, becauſe 
of the Boundaries between Arabia and the Holy 
Land, not far diſtant from it. The Word 
Supb always ſigniſies a Storm, and thence it is 
alſc called the Stormy Sea. It likewiſe ſignifies 
Sedge, or a Ruſh, and thence called the Szagy 
or Ruſby Sea. See the Note next. | 
8 Felt, So the Septuagint and moſt Tranf- 
lations render it. Some will have this to be 
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Moſes obeys the heavenly Command, and immediately from the Caverns g 
etet nal Night ſuch ſolid Clouds of Darkneſs invaded the Sky, that Naty 
all at once ſeem'd to be involv'd in one dreacfui Eclipſe 3 the Sun no lohn 
incouraged the lower World with his chearful Beams; the Moon, with the 
Stars, her gawdy, Sanhedrim of boriow'd Light, no more illuminate the daf 
en'd Air; and all Things put on the diſmal Aſpect of Death, as if Nat 
were returning to her original Chaos. This Scene of Horror laſted for tum 
Days, which fo affected the haughty King, that- though he had long Row 
unmoveable againſt the I hreatnings and Judgments of God; yet now tear 
an -univerſal Diſſolution, and frighted at the continual f Terrors ot this 00, 
Night, he begins to give Way and calling for Moſes, he ſays to him, « y, 
may go wich your little ones and ſerve the Lord; but for my Security, 
** will have you leave your Flocks and Herds behind you.” This was a yy 
Advance more than what he had before offer'd, and which Moſes peremprg. 
rily rej.&s ;- affuring him, that it was the expreſs Command of their Gy y 
remove with all their Subſtance, and that they knew not in what Mas ner the 
were to offer Sacrifice to their God, till they came to the Wildernc{:, Th, 
Propoſal ſo offended Pharaoh, that in great Diſpleaſure and Impaticnce þ 
commands him to be gone; and aſſures him, that it he ever agair appen 
before him, it ſhould. coſt him his Life. Moſes takes him at his Word, in 
promiſes never more to fee his Face; but before he left the Preſence, he 4: 
nounces this Judgment to him: * Thus faith the. Lord, about Midnight yl] 
enter Egypt, and all the Firſt-born of the Land ſhall die, from che Hic 
„ born of Pharaoh that ſhould ſucceed him in the Throne, to che Fir: 
4 of the Servant in the Mill; and all the Firſt-born of Beaſts ſhall de“ 
And to poſſeſs Pharaoh and his Subjects with the greater Fear of. th's Judge 
ment, he told them, there ſhould be ſuch. great Lamentation thro? ai! 460 
as never was known before; and to convince them of his Care and Jaculycar 
of his own People, he tells the Egyptians, that not the lealt Harm foul 
befal the Hraelite,. And though the King ſtill bids him Defiance, to th 
ſee he- deſpiſed his Threats, he tells him, he will ſo humble his Subjects wit 
the ſucceeding Plague, that even his Counſellors and prime Miniſters of Sui 


a Hyperbolical Expreſſion, to ſet forth the Ex - out of the Dungeon of Hell; and therefore wi 
ceſs of this Plague: Tho' whether this Dark- the more proper to be (as he ſays after) an lug 
neſs was really in the Air, or only in their of that Darkneſs which ſhould attei wards tt 
Eyes, which might be blinded for a Time; or ceive them. | 

whether a Suſpenſion of Light from the Act | Terrors. It is the Opinion of fevers), tnt 
of Illumination in that Country ; or whether during this three Days Darkucſ the Lg 
it were from a black, thick and damp Vapour, were frighted with terrible VIIHIISs av! dee 


which poſſeſs d all the Air, it is-impoſſible to tres; which Opinion is very much Sten 


determine. I fancy that the Darkneis of Hell by Viſdom xvii. 6, 14. and Pfalm R. 
below, which is called Urte, Datkne/s, aroſe Undoubtedly from ſuch unuſual 1a! knelt 

and overſhadowed the Land; and for this Iam; thought the whale Order of the World wi 

authorized by the Viſdom f Solomon, xvii. 13. oyerſet and diſſa d. 

Where he calls it a Night that came upon them e nul 
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Book II. | 
dold come and fall down -at his Feet, and intreat him and the //aelites to 
gone; and after that, ſaid Moſes, I will go our. Having thus deliver'd 
ia Neſſage to the King of Egypt, with a more than uſual Warmth of 
; Leal, he took his Leave. 55 a FE. | [0 

= hc Vaclites, during their long and grievous Bondage were Poſſeſſors of no 
au Wealth, their tyrannical Maſters, no doubt, tak ing Cate to keep them 
e cough 3 therefore God, to incourage Maeſes to ſupport them in their De— 
erance, promiſes them Favour in the Eyes of the Rgattians, with Inftruce 
a to borrow of them the moſt valuable Things they had. 1 
l vas on the fourteenth Day of the firſt * Month that Moſes took his 
ase of Pharach; and God, having predetermined his People's Deliverance 
dat Time, had inſtituted the Paſſover ſore Days before, and given Direc- 
WE to Mes how it ſhould be obſerv'd, ; which was after this Manner. E- 
„ oily of rae! (or it the Family was too little, two neighbouring 
WT 11 ics joining together) was on the tenth Day of this, Month to take a 


amb, or Kid, and ſhut it up till the fourteenth Day of this Month; and 


=; it was to be killed. The Lamb, or Kid, muſt be a Male of the firſt 
ar, acd without Blemiſh : [A Type of Chriſt, who was perfectly innocent.] 
bent was killed, they were to take a Bunch of Hyſſop, and dipping it in 
e Bood (which for that End was preſerved in a Veſſel) they were to wipe 
=: pr Door-polt, and the Side-poſts, of the outer Door of every Houle, 
_ cc they did ear” it, and they were not to ftir out of the Houſe till the 
x: Voining. This was done to the Intent, that when the Angel of the Lord 
old go from Houſe to Houſe through all Egypt, to flay the Firſi-born of 
WO. Min and Beaſt of the Fgyptians, he, ſeeing the Blood ſmeared on the 


amb or Kid, without doing them any Hurt: And from the Angels thus paſſing 


le, nor might a Bone of it be broken. It was to be eaten with unleavened 
gad, nd with bitter Herbs, in Memory of the ſevere Bondage they had undergone 
et. It there remained more than could be eaten, it was to be burnt 3 and 
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W00r-joſts, might paſs over thoſe Houſes, wherein the Iraelites were eating the 


WS cir Houſes, this Inſtitution was called the Paſſover. The Lamb or Kid; 
0 be eaten neither raw nor ſodden, but roaſted with Fire, and to be dreſs*d ++... 


ranger might eat of it, unleſs he was circumciſed. As to the Manner of eating 


ib. The Iſrdelites, till they had been 


red Veais after they came out of Egypt, 
ir Months without any Name, 2c- 
are io their Number, the Firſt, Second, 


och, „iich was atterwards called 7%½i, 
bh och in Part of the ſeventh and Part of 
e Month, with us) ard they continued 
aer to begin their Year with that 
abe Civil Affairs. According to which 
raden, that Montb, which was after- 


ess Bach en, which was about eight 


_ Vonth, Cc. And before their coming 
_ Egypt, they began their Year in that 


wards called Nifan, in which God delivered 
Tjrael out of Egypt, was their ſeventh. But in 
Honour of that great Work, God appointed 
(Exod. xii. 2.) that this ſhould be the Begin- 
ning of Months, the firfl Month in the Year to 
tem That is, with reſpect to their moſt 


ſolemn Tee and religious Affairs; (as for 
their Policies 


And this Niſan anſwers to Patt of thoſe two 


Months, which from the Heatben Romans are 


commonly called March and April. See Gods 
win, I. 3» £ 1. | oe 15 tr 


8 
* 1 Ls 
„ 9. 


ey reckon'd from September.) 
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and their Staves in their 
of Deliverance, and their Readineſs for it. 55 

All Things thus prepared for their Departue, at Midnight the * Lord may 
all the Firſt-born in the Land of Egypt, from the Firſt-bora of PG k 
the Firſt-born of the T Captive that was in the Dungeon; and all the it 
born of the Cattle were ſmitten, as the Lord had that Morning denoungy 
to Pharaoh and Moſes, The infidel King and his frighted Subjects now bel 
the God of Jfrae! to be in earneſt with them; they awake each other wit 
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it, at this Time only, 1 were to eat it as in haſt, with their Cloaths q 
ands: Which Ceremoay ſhew'd their eager Det, 


Book If 


their diſmal Cries, and the Horror of the Night adds to their Con uon; 


expiring Groans of their beloved Firſt-born deeply affect them, and they g 
pect a Succeſſion of Death upon themſelves ; which Pharaoh hoping to avg 
in haſte ſends for Moſes and Aaron, and commands them to be gone witt, y 


Speed. Get you forth, /ays be, from among my People, both you an! t. 4 t 


Children of Hrael, and go ſerve your God as ye have ſaid; and take yo 
„ Flacks and your Herds, as ye demanded, and be gone; Pil ſtand 90 longs 
* on Terms with you, only pray for me, that this Plague may go no #urth! 
Nor were the People leſs importunate for them to be gone; for they en 
cluded, if the Vraelites tarried longer among them, that they ſhould all die 

Moſes having by God's expreſs & Command directed the Children of Jry 
to borrow of their Egyptian Neighbours Jewels of Silver and Gold, and tt 
Lord having diſpoſed the Egyptians to lend them what they aſked for, th 
by theſe Means || ſpoiled the Egyptians of their molt valuable Things: Ny, 
ſo urgent were they to have the /aelites gone, that they forced them aug 


Lord. Some think God inflifted this Plague 
upon the Egyprions immediately himſelt ; be- 
cauſe he ſays, Exod. xi. 14. About Midnight 


-wwill I go out into the midſt of Egypt. And 


to the ſame Effect, Ch. xii. 12. But it is an 
ordinary Manner of Speech to attribute that to 
God, which is done by one of his Angels; and 
that this was an Angel, appears out of Ch. 
Xii. 23. The Lord will paſs over the Door, 
and will not ſuffer the Deſtroyer to come into your 
Houſes to ſmite you. From which Place, and 
Platm \xxviii. 49. where it is ſaid of the Egyp- 


Fians, He caft his Wrath, upon them by jending 


evil Angels among them; ſome collect, that 
God uſed here the Miniſtry of an evil An- 
gel: But it cannot be ſuppoſed, that God 
and the Magicians had the ſame Agents ; 


and that Text of the Pſalm is perhaps ill tranſ- 


lated. Junius and Tremellius underſtand by it 
Moes and Aaron, as Meſſengers of Evil; and 
if we interpret it (as others) of Angels, it were 
better render'd in Engliſß, Deſtroying or Puniſb- 


ing Angel, Inflicters of Evil upon them, I 


attribute this Inf tion to the Archange! Hu 
Firſt, becauſe it was he by Name, who icy} 
with the Dragon, and ſmote him and his Ang, 
Rev. xii. 17. Secondly, becauſe in Dans 
13. he is mentioned as an Ange! of Nn 
And laſtly, becauſe the very Name t 
ſignify, the ſmiting of God, Beſides, tht I 
dom of Solomon, Ch. xvii, v. 14, 15, 6 
gives the ſame Hint. 

+ Captive, That is, thoſe meaner vervat 
that are put to grinding, as Samen atterva 
was, when he had loſt at once both hs H 
and Liberty, o wager VI. 24: 

Command. See Exod, xi. 2, 3. 

{| Spoiled, This was not to be drawn lth 
an Example, how excufable and juſtivadle! 
ever in the Iſraelites, on the Account that (0h 
who is the Sovereign Lord of all, both 5 
ſons and Things, did fo order it; ad 
it might be look'd on as a juſt Retr: 
for the many and great Injuries dune 9 
Egypiians to the Jraelites. F 
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SD. in Cloths, and carry it away at᷑ their Ba d. Thus after Egypt 
3 01 a Manger deg ay . and the 1 Ranks had 17.8 fo 
W-oly for detaining 150 eee. they now on 2 ace 0 chem put, Ry 
= wo 4 foreigld, and drove them M. Jn. ' Novi ſtand: Ng whi 
1 E, did not forget to take the Bones of or h he, dying in the 
ach of their Deere, had ſalemaly ingaged hildren pA rae! to 
any up out of Egypt with 22 and whic "had 12 lain incoffin'd there 
ore than a hundred and forty * = 
WS Thc Place of e | pry -6afeng y the Iradlites was $ Rameſe, the chief 
=» ry of Goſben ; whence on the fitzeench Day of their [+ Hr Month 


mo fix hundred thouſand Men, beſiqes -Childrep, 75 mar Succath, 
in chem went a mix'd Multitude that were not J 5, but Strangers of 
coral Nations, who having ſeen the Calamities ; 7 kad ſuffer d for 
s ſake, choſe rather to ſeek their Fortunes with the Vraelites, than tarry 
Country almoſt made geſolate. 
And now whilſt their Delwerance was freſh in their Memory, you by 
„ commanged the People of J/rae, that when they ſhqyld 85 0 Ne 
1 the Land of es they ſhould ſet apart, and devote unto the 


Wi Firſt-burn both of Man and Beaſt, in Remembrance that 650 for 


ſhalt 3 A continual Remem rance thereof, 


| Wir lakes had ain all che Firſt- born in Egypr. 


|} Feterald, See Exqg. xl. 1 


4 | at ſulſering chem to finiſh their Bread, but Spe them to tie up their 


y ſet forward as 1 as a well ordered Army, [marie l Ager, a- 
ched to 
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—_ * 7:2}. Exod. xiii. 19. 

Car. Gn. l. 25. 
e Exod. xi. 37s 
1e 4 [+ Firf Meath. This Was alterwards called 
rn and 44ib, which takes in Part of the 
„. „ 204 Part of the ſecond Month with us. 


i: 1 > $9122 br ance. Thi Remembtance is twice 


cd in the thirteenth of Exed. v. 9, 16. 
«11:1, und ubtedly cannot be taken in 1 
eum. The eros indeed, and thoſe that are 
ebenen all according to the Letter, have 
ese ſuch ridiculous Fopperies, as excite 
| Scorn or Compaſſion ot all, who are but 
4 ers ot the leaſt 'Reaſon. Be. FJeron ob- 
, wat the Superſtition of their Phyladte- 
es its Riſe. to their having taken literally 
ws -nmndments which God had given 
Fa in £04, xiii. 9, 16, fo bind his Laws 
Ver en their Hands, and to haus them as 
+ tlets before their £ves that is, to obey 
E 3 keep them in Remembrance, or as 
arzin in our Engh/b Verlion. Thou 
N n 


das of a Thing that is in thy Hand, or before 


thy Eyes: But the literal Tranſlation which 
the Phariſees (who on other Occaſions were too 


much given to Allegories) have put on the 


Words, have made them believe, that they 


___ an expreſs Precept of .Writing on 
of Parchment, with a great deal of 


| To and Ceremony; and according to 


the literal Verſion of the Text, uſed to bind 
them to their Forehead and left Arm with great 
Devotion; ſo that thoſe who carried them moſt 
frequently were look'd upon as mot religious, 
tho* at the Bottom there is nothing more ſu- 
perſtitious and ridiculous. No in this Place 
God cannot be ſuppoſed to mean any Thing 
of theſe Superſtitions: For he does not ſpeak 


of the Decalogue, which the Law of the Jriuß 


obliged them to wear in their P hylaFerres, but of 


the Precept ot the Paſaver and Unieauvened Bread, 


which God commanded them to remember, 
and that it might for ever be obſerv'd by them. 


as if 1 a pendulous, or hanging before 17 
yes. 


* 7 KK 
* — 3 
p — 
— — 


| — 


duiſmiſſing the inſlaved Hraelites ſcarce ſurvives his Deliverance from the Angel 


able Sign or Monument ; which cannot be ſup- all in their Way; the Men in en d 


130 4 Compleat HISTORY Bock 


The J7aelites being to diſlodge from Succoth, the Lord for their. Incouryy, 
ment and Security went before them in the Day-time in a Pillar of Clous #4 
and by Night in a Pillar of Fire, to direct and guide them; and the p;, AN. 
tiſtines Country was the neareſt for them to paſs ; yet leſt they, ſeeing th 1 
Pbiliſtines with an armed Force oppoſe their Paſſage, ſhould repent of th 
Deliverance, and wilfully turn back to Egypt, he led them adout thro d. 
Way of the Wilderneſs of the Red-Sea, and marching to Etham, they h. 
camped there on the Borders of the Wilderneſs, which took its Name jrg 
that Place. From thence drawing them down more to the Red-Sea, he cauſ 
them to incamp there, between the Straits of the Mountains in Sight « 
Sea. This God did to intice Pharaob to perſue them trom the Proſpect h 
might have of Advantage from the Place, where he might ſee them inc 
on all Sides, without any Poſiblity of efcaping. This was the divine Stay. 
gem, that the Almighty 7ebovah might more fully triumph over the yp 
tain Tyrant: For he had told - Moſes, that Pharaob would ſay, They ver 
intangled in the Wilderneſs; and that he would harden Pharaoh's Heart; thy 
he ſhould purſue them, and be deſtroy'd. Which ſucceeded according]y ; (y 
after the Egyptians had buried their dead Firſt-born, Pharaoh being told thi 
the. J/raclites were gone, and concluding from their long and fpeedy March 

that they did fly indeed, repented that he had let them go: His Bounty i 


llaughtering Hand, and Rage and Revenge ſucceed to his late Fear and Gif 
for the Death of the Firſt-born: He forgets the Almighty Power that by: 
Succeſſion of. Plagues had ſo lately afflicted him and his People, and regad 
leſs of the Danger of provoking it again, blindly purſues his own Fate, inſt 
of the Vruelites. „ | C 
With all the Force that he could ſo ſuddenly raiſe, he put Himſelt qa 
the Purſuit, in order to reduce them to his Subjection again. He had vil 
him ſix hundred choſen “ Chariots, and all the Chariots of Egypt beſides, in 
could be got ready at ſo ſhort a Warning, with their Commanders, and + Horl 
men; with which he purſued them, and on the ſixth Day after their Depur 
ture out of Egyyt he came up with them, and found them incamped by tit 
Sea; fo that as he had propoſed to himſelf, he found the Hfraclite, beſet d 
all Sides, the Sea in Front, huge Mountains on their Flank, and bie of 
Army. in. their Rear. The Sight of this Army, and their old Oppꝛeſſot i 


Eyes. The Septuag int render this an immove- by Horſes againſt the Enemy, they cut © 1 : 


poſed to be material Phylacteries, but a Token Darts and Spears, and ſuch like offcnſi/: Ver 
or Hint to put them in Mind of their Gratitude pons, to annoy the Enemy. | a 
to Almighty God for their Deliverance. 1 Horſemen, Foſepbus writes, that dein 
„ Chariots, Theis are the fiſt Chariots that theſe Chariots, Pharaoh took with kim 5 
were uſed in War; in which it was the Cu- thouſand Horſemen and two hundred told 
ſtom long after for Soldiers to fight. They Footmen. | | L 
were armed with Scyches, and. being drawn ,_ 


— 4 . 9 * — 
. c —— ee 1 
* 
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nad of chem, ſtruek Terror into the poor Iraelites; who ſoon forgetting 
r neu-gotten Liberty betray a ſervile Mind, and envy the flaviſh Condi- 
a dhe bur lately deplored. They reproach Moſes as the Author of their 
diary Woes, and wiſh to reſume the Toke they had but now ſhaken 
=. ons Cuſtom had inured them to the State of Slavery, and con- 
=... Servitude of Body imbafed their Spirits. But pious Moſes, not reſent- 
WE chcic reproachful Taunts, but pitying. their abject Fear, chears them 
in hc Aſſurance of God's Protection and Care: © The Lord, /aith be, 
WS i 6ght for you, and compleat your Deliverance; and this numerous 
army of the Egyptians, which now terrifies you, ſhall no more affright or 
noleſt you.“ Moſes before this incouraging Aſſurance had addreſs'd him- 
to God, who admonifh'd him no mere at this Juncture to apply himſelf 
nim, but to preſs the murmuring J/aeliies to move forward, giving him 
Wicutions how to fecure his People, and afflict their Enemies. The ſacred 
od, by which Moſes. had formerly wrought ſo many Miracles, ſtill retains 
WS. Vive, as inimitable by Egyptian Magick as before, but now more fatal- 
= ruftive. Lift up thy Rod, ſaid the Lord, and ſtretch thy Hand o- 
ver the Sea and divide it, and the Children of Jrael ſhall go on dry Land 
WS 5 through the midſt of the Sea; and I will harden the Hearts of the Egyp- 
a,, that they ſhall purſue them, and there will I get me Honour upon 
de Ruin of Pbaraob and his mighty Army. ny 
and now to let the faint-hearted ſervile J/raelties ſee, that they were Hea- 
er's peculiar Care, the Angel of God, which went before the Camp of 1/raet 
ce Pillar of the Cloud, removed and went behind them; by which 
cans it kept the two Camps apart all Night; and the cloudy Side being 
Wc x: the Egyptians caſt a Darkneſs towards them; but the fiery Side, being 
ro the [/raciites, gave them Light, 1 | 
ai being thus ſecured from the terrifying Sight of their Enemies, Moſes 
gc the ſacred Rod over the Sea, and immediately a ſtrong Eaſt- Wind blew 
drove the Sea back from the Land, and dividing the Waters, made a 


ie, enter the ſandy Plain, and with Amazement beheld the (till then) 


et Wonders of the Deep : Wall'd with the Floods, they boldly march on, 
«1 ec initead of being terrified with the Sight of a purſuing Enemy, are enter- 
.=- 


ade with the pleafing View of the Sea's old Spoils, and the Treaſures of 
1 divided Main. The Egyptians blind with Fury and Revenge purſue the 


$3 | 5 Through, That the I/raelites went not appears they did, Exod. xiii. 20, compared 
_ &V crots the Sea from Shore to Shore, but with Ch. xiv. v. 2.) and their coming out 
a {cmicircular Compaſs in the Sea, ac- of the Sea into the Wilderneſs of Etham again, 


ci proimg as the Waters were caſt up for them) (as it is plain they did, and went three Days 
* 1d rezurn'd 10 Shore on the ſame Side, is the Juurney in the Wilderneſs of Etham, after they 


orden of many learned Men, both ancient came out at the Sea, Numb. xxxiii. 8.) gives 


8 modern. And indeed their going out of much Countenance to that Opinion. 
J e Wilderneſs of Etham into the Sea, (as it 2 
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and ſafe Paſſage for the Hraecliles, who, under the Conduct of their great 
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might ſafely follow Where the. F{ra/ites being hut Footmen: went betore, d 
tor, in after them to the mitiſt of abe Beg. But When ju the Morning || Wy 
the Lord had loolt'd through che Pillar of Fire and Cloud upon the Een 
mans, and throwing chair Chariets off the . heals, had diſarder'd their Ar 
the Eg yaricns ifaw their: Extor, and ſaid one to another, Let us fl; jy 
668 the Face of Miruei, for Jebowab fighteth for thom Againſt us,“ Eut it Wa 
now too. late to fly; for me, at God's Command waving the ſacred Wy 
_ 2gain, the Sea returns: to its Strength. The liquid Troqps on both Sides i, 
the Signal, and at once uniting cover the thirty: Bottom, whilſt Horror u 
DOonfuhbn invade the rfrighted Zgyprians: They hear and te the roaring War 
break loeſe from their mmviſible Chain, and with thelpleſs Speed indeavour y 
avoid heir releutleſs Fury; but in vain: The mighty God of Jacob wil n 
himfelt on the obſtinate Infidels, and their Ruin ſhall pe a laſting Mom 
ment of his Juſtice and Vengeanot. Thus did the Lord geſcue the ¹νẽ,L 
from the King of Zgypr and his mighty Army; Which being caſt on tlie Stor, 
was/-adelighttul Spestacie to the M aelites, and 1 of the Power 9 
their Almighty God, 'whorhgd deliver'd them (as the Egypiians.paorty imagined 
from inavitable Ruin. This cauſed anawtul Reverence imthem, not on to GY 
himſelt, but to his Setwant Moſes, their happy Guide, and by whoſe Har 
God had wrought ſo many Wonders for their Preſervation and Safety. 
Being now ſafely got to Shore again, Moſes and the Y/rariyes in greateful i. 
know ledgment of their Deliveranoe ſung a triumphant “ Song; in which Miry 
the Propheteſs, Siſter to Moſes and Aaron, joined, taking a Timbrel in i WY 
Hand, and follew'd hy the Hraclitiſo Women with Timbrels and Dances, it þ 
fever'd the Men, i repeating alzernately ſome Parts of the Song. 
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The Hikes hon rith Coparifons alarms 
Proud Riders by the generons Conrſers born. 


Great God of War'. We. will thy Works proclaim, 0 
Thy wondrous Works?" Jehovah is thy Name. 


Dur Father's Cod, thy glorigus, Name well raiſe. 


I Fateh. Tbis is reckon'd to begin at the; from 2. 1; to 20. and which in . An 
_ third, and reach to the Arth Hout in the tiags, Ch. xv. b. 3. hes the Honour 9 
——_—_. >: 40 to he Song of the Lamb. | 
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1 zock II. A the HO LT BIBLE. 
3 57 Thee a Rately Temple wel h 


„e Centre, loi ring as whe Air. 
3. /:id m' inſulting Fe — I will purſue, 
IS * 2 my «0 wy; in Blood imbrue : 
a TY | 


be a new Abyſs beneath the Waves. 
BE Crit God of Iſrael! What vain Idol dart, 
=. The 1h” Eternal Lord of Hoſts compare? 
n all thy ragſem d Saints expreſs, 
ent Nature does thy Pow'r confeſs, | 

„ Thee with Faces veil'd the dazied Angels bleſs. 


BS Thus the Song of Thankſgiving and Praiſe being finiſh'd, Moſes led the Chil. 9 
een of Hrael from the + Red-Sea into the Deſart of Shar or Etbam, in which . "it 

cy marched three Days without finding any Water; which to fo great a Num- _— 
her of Ucople, in fo hot a Country and Seaſon, mult needs be very irkſome. 
erat lenghth they came to a Place where there was Water enough, but ſo 
ier chat they could not drink of it, This Diſappointment. inflamed their 
e. ard increaſed their Diſſatis faction: and tho' it was but three or four 
Bays face they ſo joy fully and thankfully praiſed God for their Deliverance — 
oa the Oppreſſions of the EN yplians, yet they mur mur' d againſt Meſes, ask- | 45H 3 i 
dim what they | ſhould drink. Moſes was ſenſible of the . Calamity under i 
Wc: they laboured; and fearing they ſhould by their further Murmurings ; 4 
orcke the Lord to puniſh them as they deſerved, he ſtraitway addreſſes him- 
tio him in their Behalf; who no ſooner hears the Complaint, but redreſſes 
WS ccting Meſes ro a Tree, which when he had caſt into the Waters, they 


ems fſweet, and the People ſatisfied their Thirſk, 1 5 
WE K2d-Sea. This Sea hath generally been to it, tells us, the Truth of the Story was, that 
co have taken the Name ſrom the Colour this Erythras was Ejau, who was called Emm, 
Lands tinCturing che Water with Red- and in Great Erythros, which' ſignifies Red. 
W's, or from! the Reeds, or Ruſhes growing Which Name Eu bad; becaufe he came * 
en of a red Colour. Dr. Gell, in his Eſ- out of his Mother's Womb: Red, and was d 
eg wars en Amendment of the laſt Tran- confirmed to him from his inſatiable Appetite 1 
aof ihe Bible into Engliſh, p. 219. hav- after Facob's red Pottaſg ee. oth 
WE (> that it was long believ'd to have had . Bitter: From the Bitterneſs\of the Wa. 
eme from Erythras, Erythrus, of Ery- tets, the Place took the Name of M  ' Ja 
. ſuppoſed King of the Land near un- which: ſigniftes Bitterneſs, 10 3 M0 
= NE, XIX. | Oo | 
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234 A Compleat HISTORY Body 
God having thus miraculouſly ſupplied their Neceſſity, it might reaſonably 
fuppoſed, they had ſufficient Cauſe to depend upon his Providence, and Neve 
more queſtion his Care of them: But their Faith ſcarcely ſurvives his Mir, 
From Marah they marched to Elim, where they found better Accommadatigy, 
for there were $ twelve Wells of Water, and ſeventy Palms or Date: trees, Hen 
it may be ſuppoſed they made ſome ſtay : For when they removed from hene 
and came to the Wilderneſs of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, it wa; jy 
fitteenth Day of the ſecond Month, which was juſt a Month from the Day g 
which they ſet forward out of Egypt. And here again it was that the ira 
fell into a general Mutiny againſt Moſes and Aaron: The Sight of a barren WI. 
derneſs, and Shortneſs of Proviſions made them diſtruſt God, and break hh 
very indecent Expreſſions ** Would to God (cry'd they in their Diſcontent) w 
had died by the Hand of the Lord in the Land of Egypt, where we had Ply, 
ty of Bread and Meat; for now ye have brought us into this Deſart, where ws 
<< muſt periſh with Famine.” This ingratefull Treatment of his Servants tþ 
Lord reſented as done to himſelf, and of which Moſes and Aaron made them ſa 
ſible. Your: Murmurings, /aid they, are not only againſt us, but againit 1 
Lord, who hath heard them, and e'er long ye ſhall know, that it was tt 
© Lord that brought you out of Egypt; whoſe Arm is not ſhorten'd, but a 
* make a Proviſion for you as miraculous as your Deliverance. 
The Lord therefore, to awe this murmuring People into a Beliet of his Pup. 
I er and Providence, having firſt ſhewed his Glory in the Cloud, told them by 
1 Moſes, that at Even they ſhould eat Fleſh, and in the Morning be filled yit 
Ag 92 Bread; which he made good, by cauſing Quails to come up ſo thick in the Even 
1 ing, that they cover'd the Camp, and afforded the Mraelites Fleſh enough. And 
in the Morning, when the Dew was gone, there lay upon the Ground a little whit 
round thing, as ſmall as the Hoar-froſt, and like Corianderſeed for thay: 
Which when the [/raelites ſaw, they wondering ſaid one to another, What isthi 
For they knew not what it was, But God was pleaſed by Moſes to give them a Dir. 
ation iu the Gathering and uſe of it. Firſt, it was to be gather*d freſh + every Mon: 


F. Troetve; St. Jerome and Tertullian not 
Inelegantly make theſe twelve Fountains or 
Wells of Water to be a Type of the twelve 


Apoſtles, and the ſeventy Palm-trees of the 


ſeventy Diſciples of Chriſt. 


_ - *. Phat, &;, Oar Tranſlations, and ſome 


others, make AMojes fall. into a Plain Contra- 
diction in relating this Story of the Manna, 


- Exod. wvi 15, which they render thus; and 


when the Children of Iſrael ſaw it, they ſaid 
ans to another it is Manna; for they wiſt not 
what it was. But why ſhould they have for- 
ſaken the Septuagint, and ſeveral Authors both 


ancient add modern, that have tranſlated this 


Text according to the Original? The Lira- 


Day our daily Bread, 


elites ſeeing this, Jaid one to another, II but i 
this? For they knew not what it 1s, 

The. Word by which they aſked Ha. 
this] was in their Language Aan (hi 
ſignifies alſo Meat ready prepared and thete 
fore it was always after wards called an 
Manna, which was of a delicious Taſte, lk 
Waters made with Honey. 

+ Every Morning. This was to figni!y b 
the 1/raelites, that they ſhould patieni!y depet 
upon God's Providence from Day to Dj 
in which reſpect it might be a Ty pe of tit 
heavenly Bread, which Chriſt taught his D 
ciples to pray for, Mat. vi 11. Give 1 % 
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| 
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3 ng; all that was gather'd was to be ſpent the ſame Day. And when ſome of 
5, eicher out of Curioſity or Diffidence, that they might have a Reſerve; kept 
ae of ic till the next Morning, it putrified and ſtunk, They were to gather it by 
WE... 7c, according to the Number of Heads in every Family. On the ſeventh 
„ech was he Sabbath, there was none to be found; therefore they were to 
ber a double Portion on the ſixth Day, and lay it up for the ſeventh Day; 
bc being kept by God's Appointment, and for that Uſe, did not Corrupt. 
bis vas to them inſtead of Bread, and of this they did eat Forty Years, till they 
i'd on the Borders of Canaan: And as a Memoria] of it, that after-generati- 
mige {ce the Bread with which he had fed their Forefathers in the Wilderneſs, 
od appointed _ an & Omer of this Manna ſhould be put up in a Pot, and be laid 
fore the l.ord. _ £ | 
ZE 7 having by his Almighty Power and ſecret Wiſdom thus plentifully pro- 
ad for this murmuring People, to let them further ſee that they were under his 
ore immediate Care and Protection, directs their Marches from Place to Place, 
WS: orders their Encampments. Accordingly they mov'd from the Deſert of 
„and incamped in her where they had no Water. Here again they fell 
co their old Way ol diſtruſting God's Providence which they well knew had 
er hitherto failed them; and forgetting the late miraculous Supplies, they re- 
WS: och ſes for bis il! Conduct and Neglect of them. Moſes meekly rebukes 
em, ard cautions them not to reflect on him, for in ſo doing they affront the 
Nord. But thirſt inflaming them, they regarded not his Cautions, and grew more 
Woo, charging him with a Deſign of Bringing them out of Zgyp!/, to kill 
ea wich Thirſt. Theſe Complaints and reproaches deeply affected Moſes who 
cocdiately addreſs'd himſelf to God, for Relief in this Diſtreſs, expoſtulating 
i him thus: What ſhall I do with this People? Thirſt makes them imparti- 
and they are ready to Stone me.“ Conſidering the many Inſtances of God's 
ovidence, notwithſtanding their preſent Neceſſity, the Iſraelites had no Reaſon 
WT ciſtroſt : however, the Lord had Compaſſion on Maſes and did alſo pity and 
Wc: with the People. Give Order to the People, ſaid he, to march; and take 
WF ty Kod, with which thou didſt ſmite the River, and take the Elders of the 
Pecple with thee, and go thou on before; and behold, I will ſtand before thee 
WF upon the Rock in Horeb, and thou ſhalt ſtrike the Rock, which ſhall yield 


i RE VV aitr for the People to drink, 4 . 

„e did as God commanded, and in Memory of the Mutiny of the Vraclites 
ot RR: fi inn the Place Maſſab, and Meribab, which ſignifies Temptation and Strife. 
*r before the People could move from Rephiaim they were put upon another 


al; for an Army of the“ Amazekites was at their Heels, and ready to attack 


1 _ ; 

en. This was the Proportion daily incamped, as he doth in Numb. xxxiit, but: 
Moc to one Man, and is compated to con- only thoſe Places where ſome remarkable 
ui ct %% Meaſure threePints and a Thing was done. N 


ard 2 fifth Part of a Piat. *Amaletitet. Theſe were a People de- 
| im. Exod, xvii. 1. Maſes does not ſcended from Amalect, the Gtandſon of Iſau. 
* ob! every Place where the Vraelite, Set Ger. xxxvi. 12. | AR 
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them, Moſes thereupon ordered Joſbua, à valiant young Man that alWays atten 


God, as an Enſign in his Hand, Irael taking Courage from thence, prevail 
but when thro* Wearineſs he let his Hand down, Amalet prevailed. There 


of the Rod, were grown feeble and weary, took a Stone, and laid it under him; 
and ſtanding on each Side of him, held his Hands up ſteady till the gong don 
of the Sun; in which Time 7oſpua routed the Amalekite Army, and pur thimy 


raged Jeſbua and the Hraelites; and that fo remarkable an Action might be trat 
mitted to Poſterity, God commanded it to be recorded in a Book, and bid 3% 


to Moſes in the Burning Buſh, and cot far from his Father-in-Law Feth Hy 


perly qualified, Men of Sincerity and Ability, ſuch as feared God and hated C 
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ed him, to draw out a Party of choice Men againſt the next Morning, and 
give the Amalekues Battle, and, ſaid he,“ I wiflftand on the Top ot che Hf 
es  with the rod of God in my Hand.” Joſbua obey'd; and having drawn R 
his Men, Meſes in the Morning, while the two Armies ingaged, went up to th 
Top of the Hill, taking Aaron and Hur with him; and holding up the Rod g 


Aaron and Hur, obſerving that Moſes's Hands, thro” a continued Wan 


the Sword: This good Succeſs in their firſt martial Enterpriſe very much incoy; 


rehearſc it to Joſbua the General, to animate him to future Service; for, faith th 
Lord, Iwill utrerly put out the Remembrance of . Amalek from under Hy. 
ven,” And for a Memorial of this Victory, Moſes built an Altar, to ice 
thereon for it, and called it + Fehovah Niffi; becauſe ſaid he, the Lord hit 
{worn, that he will have War with Amalek trom Generation ro Generation. 
By this Time the J/raclites were come near the Place where God firſt appeir 


bitation; who having heard of all that God had done for Moſes and his Progl 
Jſrael, and underſtanding they were now near him, took his Daughter Zippnb 
Maſes's Wife, with their two Sons, Gerſbom and Eliezer, and brought them t 
him to the Hraelitiſb Camp: Where after mutual Salutations and embracig 
Moſes ga ve Fethro a particular Account of the I. ord's dealing with Pharach and 
the Egyptians in Defence of Mrael, and of all that had befallen them during thei 
March thither. Fethro being a $ devout Man teſtified his Joy, by rende. 
ing ſolemn Praiſe to God, and acknowledging his Sovereignty, offering at tle 
fame time a Burnt-Offering, and Sacrifices of Thankſgiving to God; in d 
Aaron and all the Elders ot Iſrael did join with him, and feaſt together. 
During Jetbro's Stay in the Camp, he obſerv'd the great Weight of Buſn 
under which Moſes laboured in heariag the Complaints and determining tle Di 
ferences of ſo great a People; and therefore being a wiſe and experienc'd Prin: 
himſelt, he adviſed his Son- in Law to ſubſtitute certain fubordinate Officers, pv 


vetouſneſs, to be Rulers; ſome over Thouſands, ſome over Hundreds, ſome ori! 


Fifties and ſome over Lens, who ſhould hear and end all tmaller Matters a:noty 


+ Fehovah Nijfi. That is, the Lord is tho' not of the Seed of Promiſe, it is 
my Banner, as he declared by holding up dent that he worſhipped the true Gui ; 
his Rod and bis Hands. . 

$ Devout Jethro being fprung from the Daughter. 
Loins of Abraham by Keturab his ſecond Wile, | 


therefore Moſes refuſed not to ma) bi 


ti 


Wok II. Hob. i 
People, and refer the Greater and more weighty Cauſes only to him: Aſſu- 
him, that if with God's Approbation/] he did follow this Advice, it would be 
er boch for the P cople and himſelt. Moyes approves of this Counſel, and 
ediately puts it in Practice, 10 the great Eaſe of himſelf and the People. 
WE  ccing Things thus ſettled, takes his Leave of his Son-in- Law, and return- 
his oun Land. | | 
© Three Months after God had delivered his People from the Tyranny of the 
I ing of 160 t. they left Rephidim and incamped in the Wilderneſs of Sinai before 
Mount of God, Here God called for Moſes, who going up to it, received a 
awand to tell the Mraclites, that they ought to conſider the tender Love 
God to them, which had ſo eminently and often appeared in their Deliverance 
| Preſervarion 3 and that tho' they had murmured and diſtruſted his Providence, 
eo they would be obedient and keep his Covenant, he would take them 
i protection, and that they ſhould be his People, a Prieſtly Kingdom, and 
boy Nation. Moles having communicated this to the Elders and People, 
=. inininoufly anſwer'd, that whatſoever the Lord had commanded them, 
would obediently perform. Meſes return'd the People's Anſwer to God, 
cid ro Mees, I will come to you in the Darkneſs of a Cloud, that the 
people may tee ſomething of me, when [ ſhall ſpeak to you, and may always 
bare you.” Then he commanded him to direct the People ro cleanſe them- 
, and to waſh their Garments during two Days, and to be ready the third 
os which the Lord would“ deſcend, in the Sight of all the People on Mount 
s that he ſhould mark out Bounds about the Mountain, which none was to 
WS. core che Trumpet began to found, Theſe wert the preparatory T Solem- 
go the Lord's giving the & Law; after which followed divers judicial Laws 
end with ſome Ceiemonials, and backed with Promiſcs of Bleſſings upon 
( eople's Obedience, 5 15 
A which Mes wrote in a Book, and then read it to the People; and having 
= ci's Con mand brought up Aaron and his two Sons, Nadab and Abibu, and 
city of the Elders of /rael, fo near that they ſaw the Divine Majeſty, yet they 
e not ſmitten by it, but ſurviv'd the Sight. 7 ; 
| |. nxt time Moſes went up to the Mountain, “ which was likewiſe then at the 
rwand of God, he took none with him but Joſhua; dircfting the Elders to tar- 
Wy {or them till they ſhould return, and referring them to Aaron and Hur for Al- 


| nt; This was in the Beginving of 
oa Sizan, containing part of May 
3 | Turg, | 1 
Deſend. It muſt be obſery'd here, and 
_' in other Places of the ſame Nature, 
be Sciipture, ſuiting it ſelf to Man's 
Wy of Speaking and Thinking, aſ- 
= th Things to God, as are only pro- 
dhe Effects. It is ſad that God de- 
A pred on the Mountain, becaute he made 
WF - {<eice more viſible there by ſenſible and 


— | A 


furprz.ng Effects. It may be alſo aid, it 
was an Angel deſcended trom God, who 
ſpoke o Meet, and gave the Law; but 
the T ext expfeſles, Exo1. xx 20 that it Was 
God himſelf, who deſcended upon the Top 
of Mount Sinai. V 125 
+ Solemmties, See Exc, from Ch, xix to 
KX W. 1 | 
$ Law. Which contained the Ten: Com- 
malidments, from thence called the Decaligut. 
% fbi. S aer. 1 
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and was inſtructed by God how the Tent or Tabbernacle ſhould be made, . 


| Jong Abſence tumultuouſſy repair to Aaron, and, as if they deſpair'd of Ga 
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received he tied in a Bag, and made a molten + Calf of them. Which h 


Exod. xii. 35. 
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ſiſtance and Advice in any difficult Caſe, that might be brought before them 
Maſes was no ſooner got up to the Mountain of God but a Cloud covered N 
Mount, and the Glory of the Lord abode upon it: like a devouring Fire, in th 
Sight of the Children of //rae:;, The ſeventh Day God called Me/ſes from 1, 
midſt of the Fire and he entered the midſt of the Cloud, and went furthy , 
the Mount; and remained there Forty Days and as many Nights, During Whit 
Time he received the Fables of Stone, wherein God himſelt had written the], 


ay, 
ei 
ke would be worſhip He likewiſe deſcrib'd the Sanctuary, the Table 
the Shew-bread, the Altar ot Frankincenſe, the Altar for the Burni-Offcing 
the Court of the Tabernacle, the Baſon to waſh in, the Ark, the Candleſtick, js 
Pricſtly Veſtments, and taught him how the Prieſts were to be Conſccrated, wig 
part of the Offering they were to take, and how the perpetual Sacrifice waz tg 
Offered. God likewiſe pitched upon the very Men to undertake the Building, þ 
zalcel of the Tribe of Fudah, and Aboliab of the Tribe of Dan. In fine he u. 
commended:the keeping of the Sabbath, and baving ended the || Diſcouſe, gay 
Mojes two Stone Tables, containing his Covenant or Law, which were written h 
the Hand of God. 29k | 
Whilſt Mo/ts was converſing with God upon the Mount, and 79/u; d 
tifully waiting his Return, the People in the Camp growing impatient 9 jj 


Protection, becauſe he did not continually work Miracles to convince then, 
they concluded Moſes: had: deſerted them; and therefore demanded of Av 
make them Gods to go. before them. Auron, who ſhould have reſtrained then 
from. this Madneſs, too eaſily complied, and for want of reproving ard exp 
tulating with them the Unreaſonableneſs of their wild Deſire, contributed y 
their Idolatry; and, as it he had a Mind to forward them in this wicked iy 
tention, he bid them break off the golden “ Rings, which were in the tat 
of their Wives and Children, and bring them ta him. Whieh when he tu 


_ 
 } Diſcourſe, See the Particulars trom the Providence, who meaſured out the Com i 
twenty third to the thirty ſecond: Ch. of Exod. the People in that extrem Dearth, Conciy 

* Rings, T heſe probably were the ame, ing 1he Sin of the Viraelites in making th 
which they had borrowed of the Egyprians, Calf or Ox, the modern, Few: iransier i 
| Fault upon certain Proſelte Egyptian, dn 
+ Calif, The Reaſon why they worſhip- came out with them; and they f, iid 
ned God rather in the Similitude of a Calf, when Aaron caſt their Jewels into ihe Fi 
than of any other Creature, is generally by thoſe Egyptians, contrary to his Expectal 
Expoſitors conceived to be from the corrup- by their Art Magick produced a Cal!, to vid 
tions they had learned among the Egyptians Purpoſe they urge Aaron's own W ords, Lak 
{who worſhipped their Idols Apis or Serapis xxxii. 24. as if his Art or Will Wen 0 
in. a living Ox, and likewiſe in an Image with the making thereot, but that of it f 
made in the Form and Similitude of an Ox made it ſelf. Which Antwer of biss ſhewsbil 
with a Buſhel on his Head) in, Memory, as vain the Wit of Man is in ibe Excul 8 
ſome ſay, of Pharaoh's Dreams, and Taps Sin. | | , 
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4 it brought thee out 


ales were revelling in the Camp, 
a People who had fo lately and 


10 lied trom their Deſtruction. 


this very Text, viz. Exod. xxxii. 4. 

ee Mention is made of the molten Calf, 
e eems to be 4 very great Miſtake by 
bebte ons, even in the LXX. and over- 
h by ihe Expoſitors and Ciiticks. The 
7 Veilion ſays, that Haren, having re- 
0 0 BT © the Er rings from the Iſraelites, faſbi- 
ren with a graving Tool, and made a 
„ Cale, them, as if the Calf had been 
na, before it was molten. Our Tran- 
, o avoid this Abſurdity, renders, he 
ii with a groving Tool after be had 
_ ' 2 ollen Calf; but both ſeem to be 


een. For who taught Aaron to ingrave ? 
could it be ingraven ſo ſoon, ſince 
_ pint it to the People on the Mor- 
1 % Ari it the Cuſtom of ingraving mol- 
was then known, how comes it to 
that the Scripture, which ſpeaks about 


RKer in thinking that the golden Calf was 


of th HOLY BIBLE. 139 


„ done, they own'd it for their God, faying, This is thy God, O Iſrael, 
: of the Land of Egypt. Aaren ſeeing the People ſo much 
3 lighted with their golden God, as if he were poſſeſs'd with the ſame idola- 
ss Spirit, built an Altar before it, and proclaim'd a Feaſt to be holden 
=. x: Day to the Lord. And indeed the People did make a revelling 
lad of it; for after they had made their Oblations and Peace-offerings, they 
WE. own to. eat and drink, and ſpent the whole Day in Feaſting and Pleaſure. 
use was ſtill in the Mount converſing with his God, whilſt the wanton 


little ſuſpecting ſo ſudden a Change 
ſolemnly entred into a Covenant of 


bedience to all that God ſhould command. Bur he, from whom no. Secret 
n be hid, is inſtantly appris'd of this ſudden Revolt; therefore telling 
0% bat Crime the People had committed, he expreſſes his Indignation 
Wit their Rebellion and Ingratitude. Go down, ſaith be, for F thy People 
Ws hom thou broughteſt out of Egypt have corrupted themſelves. I know 
them to be an obſtinate People in many Inſtances, therefore intercede not 
Ws to: chem, but ſce me expreſs my Reſentments in the Deſtruction of them; 
aud to thee will I transfer the Blelling I intended to them, and of thee. 
al wake a great Nation.” But notwithſtanding the [/raztites frequent 
eocllons againſt God, and tumultuous Mutinies againſt him, Moſes is ſo far 


— 


Wc) (cling his own Intereſt by their Deſtruction, that he interpoſes with his. 
Niers; and with his importunate Intreatics ſo appeas'd the Lord, that he 


Wo; having deprecated the Anger of God haſfen'd down from the Mount, 
_d 100k Jaka with him, who had, during his flay above, waited for him 
s. As they went, Joſbua, hearing the Noiſe of the People ſhouting, 


thirty Times of it, mentions nothing of their 
Ingraving, even in $s/omen's Time,, fince it 
may be preſumed, that the Furniture ot Solo- 


mon's Temple was wrought with much more. 


Art than the Figure of Aaron's Calf! The 
Occaſion of the Miſtake ſeems to be the Am- 
biguity of the Hebrew Word Tjour, which 
ſometimes ſignifies to faſbion, but fignifies like» 
Wiſe to bind or tie, and of the Word Che- 
reth, which Signifies a graving Tool, and ſome- 
times a Sack or Bag, 2 Kings v. 23. But the 
Nature and Circumſtances of the Thing, which. 
is here ſpoken of, might have made them un- 


derſtand, that the Word ſhould have been ren». 


der'd, And he received them at thuir Hands, 
and tied them in a Bag, and made a molten. 
Calf of them, 

$ Thy, &c. By this Expreſſion it ſeems as 
if God diſown'd them any more to be his 
People, and would caſt them off, ” 


obſerved 
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obſerved to "Moſes, that. there was a Noiſe of War in the Camp. But Mo 
who knew the Truth of it before, reply'd, That the Noife was no: !k.;., 
of thole which ſhouted for Victtory, nor of thoſe that cry *d for Quatty 


God had with his own Hand written the Law, againſt the Ro-k and br. 


Brethien without Favour or Diſtinction, they had conſecrated themſclycs ( fh 


; \Prays to that God would pardon them, or that ter, may be ſeen Numb. i. 4 ho ley 


but of ſuch as 1toiced. Being come within Sight of the Camp, Mes tyid 
the Calf, and the People dancing before it; which fo incels'd hin, thy n 
a holy Rage at their Ingratitude and Rebellion he threw -the Tables. u ert 


them to Pieces; then taking the Idol Calf, ro deface it, he firit threw it ay 
the Fire and burnt it and grincirg it to Powder, he took the PG 
ftrewed it upon the Water; and to make them more ſenſible of ther Fa 
in worſhipping that as a God, which ſhould pals through their Bodies, 
made the [7eciites drink ot che Water. 
After this Maſes calls Aaron to account for having given way to this Sin 9 0 
People; which Aaron very poorly excuſes by urging the miſchievous 7 emper of 
the People, and that he a complied with them for Quiet ſake. A Gi! ry 
long reaſon the Caſe with Aarcn ;- for ſeeing that the People by Aue, thi] 
cretion were naked and fripp*d of the Defence and Protection which «©; 1's Py 
ſence and Favour had been to them, and that too amongſt their Encmirs ; au! y 
make a further Attont ment for this Sin, beſides that of burning the Calf he v1 
inte the midſt of the Camp, and calling out, ſaid, “ Let thoſe who t 1; th 
* Lord join themſelves with me.” Upon which all the Sons of Levi, vi 
were not concern* in the late Idolatry, repaired to him, whom he orden 
and go thro' the Camp, and ſlay all the Rivgleaders of rhe Scdition with ther 
Followers: The Levites thus ref Jon; and fl-w about the Thy 
ſand Men. For which laudable Zeal and ready Obedience Moſes || ble 3 the | 
mily of Lexi, aſſuring them that by this ſhedding the Blood of their Won 


Lord, who would not fail to bleſs them for it. 

And now, tho God was pleaſed to accept this Exccution in part of Satin 
for the preſent, yet he would not diſcharge the People, but threatened them, til 
in the Day when he ſhould viſit he would viſit them for this Sin. And he i 
after wards upon treſh Provocations remember it. and added to their puh 
After hi. Mec/es returning to the Lord ackuowledg'd Vrael's Sin, and ask' fu 
givene is for it, with that Earneſtneſs and Concern, that he pray*d Go to 0 


him out of his $ Book, rather than not to pardon chem. | But this was icon 
| wi 


1 B. This Fact did fo leaſe Wel, he wauld Hat de Bock, | 
E£ x04. XXXii, 27. that he turned away the what could be underſtood by this Bock, bi K 
Curſe of Jacob againſt Levi, Gen. xlix. 7 Scroll, wheicin the Name of all de [ra 
to a Bleſſi g. See Deut. xxxiii. 9. that were to enter into the Land of Cu 

Y Book. Exod. xxxii. 23. It is ſaid, that were written? This way of peaks wells 
God being greatly ofteaded with. the Ijraelites ly grounded upon the numbeiing it 
for their Idolatry, reſolved ſtraightway to con- dren, of J raal attheir comuny out -! Zehn 
Fume them. AAsſes intercedes for them, and - the regiſtering then Namesin adcrol ml 
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oe pivine Juſtice, and therefore God gave him his ſhort anſwer, ** Who- 
beser hath ſinned againſt me, him will 1 blot out of my Book, 
dos being thus in part appealed, commanded Maſes to lead the People 
WS. /- Pic he had appointed; but let him know, he was not willing to go- 
bes wich them, becauſe they were a ſtiff-necked People, leſt they ſhould pro- 
WS. im to confume them in the Way; yet, to ſhew he had ſtil} ſome 
WS... and Regard for them, ne would ſend his Angel before them, to 
WE... or the Inhabitants of the promiſed Land, that fo he might perform 
oeh, which he had ſworn to Avrabam, Iſaac and Faceb. This was very 
ing News to the Jraelites, who now plainly perceived, chat Go 1s with- 
rawing bis immediate Preſence trom them Was the Effect of their Rebellion; 
Pen which they mourned, and to thew their Humiliation, they forbore to 
or on their Ornaments. But Moſes, to humble them the more, and make 
en more ſenſible of their Sin, took a Tent, and pitching it without the 
up at a good Ditance, called it the Tabernacle of the Congregation : 
WD:inz:ing to them by this, that the Lord was fo highly offended with them 
WE. cir lolatry, that he had removed from them, and would no longer 
WE  imongſt them as he had done before; by which Means every one that 
Woo. the Lord was obliged to go to this Tabernacle without the Camp; 
WE: hc Moſes went to it, as he entred in, the cloudy Pillar, in which the 
od uled to appear, deſcended and ſtood at the Door of the Tabernacle. 
ide Pcople being thus humbled, were more careful in obſerving the Mo— 
ore of os 3 and therefore when he went out of the Camp to the Taber- 


r. ill he was gone in; and when they ſaw the cloudy Pillar, Which they 


* 


3 ock of EN and Nebemiab; and thoſe, after ſeveral others, has prov'd that he had not 
bo were nrolled in this Book, are ſaid % he the leaſt thoughts of Damnation. No ſuch 


er Year they blotted out of this Cata- and beſides the whole defign of this Chapter is 


ind in Scripture frequent mention all on Temporal puniſhments. And this may 


BS 
* 


oe Book / Life, and from this, ſeve- be gather'd from a like Prayer of Moſes on a- 


m, bat thoſe who ate written init, are ab- nother Occaſion, where he ſays, I thou deal 


= 
bY 


— 


— 
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in Sn... | 4 : 5 FN 4 
m ecriptucre; elſe we ſhall make Moſes to defire which is rendet'd 70 blot out, ſignifies to Kill or 


i, 
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. 
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nete, the Book of Life, It Moſes had Favour and Protection of God, and that to be 


"| 
* 
3 
4 
_ 


9 re eaſon to ſay, that he had made a very ex- niſhment, as moſt of the Learned do allow. 


4 


e, they roſe up, and ſtood every Man at his Tent Door looking after 
WE. was a Token of God's Preſence, they all worſhipped, Here the Lord 
1 D bod was likewiſe taken at the Return from travagant Demand, which look'd more like 
eee Captivity, as may be ſeen in the Madneſs than Inſpiration. But Dr. Stilling feet, 


een for Life, or among the Living, Ila. iv. 3. thing. can be found in what goes before or after; 


e Names of thoſe who died. From quite oppoſite to this Sort of thought, and runs 


e picdeſtinated to Salvation. But this th with me, kill me I pray thee out of Hand, 
= 0! peaking can have no ſuch ſiguification Numb. xi. 15, The Hebrew Word alſo, 


7% vo, wich was impoſſible even to God, deſtroy, It is therefore evident, that to be torit-. 
(bo cannot be unjuſt) namely, that he would ten in the Book of Liſe, fiznifies to be under the 


een eto be damped, Atbeiſts and Deiſis might blotted out of it ſignifies to lofe Life by a juſt pu- 
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A' Compleat HISTORT Book jj 
talked with Moſes, and permitted Moſes to $ talk with him very famila 
which Favour Moſes improved to the People's Advantage; labouring 1 
much importunity to reconcile God to them. After which, the Lord þ, 
at Moſes's Requeſt, and to incourage and comfort him, ſhewn him ſo 
of his Glory, as Moſes was capable of ſceing, being overcome with thi; 


With 
ing, 
much 


Man's Exceſs of Charity, he bid him prepare two new“ Tables of 8 
like the former, which he had broken, and come up himſelf alone with then 
in the Morning to Mount Sinai, and I, ſaid he, will Write in thoſe Tage 


the Words that were in the firſt. 


Moſes accordingly roſe up early in the Morning, and repair*d to en 
Sinai with the two Tables, where proſtrating himſelf before the Divine Wl 
jeſty, who appear'd in the Cloud on the Top of the Mount, moſt hy 


beſeeched him to pardon the Sin of his People. 


The 1.ord favourably of 


ceived his Interceſſion, and promis'd to make a Covenant with || bis Peoph 
upon Condition they would kwep his Commandments ; that they would 90 
worſhip the Gods of the Canaanites; that they would make no Alliances with tþ 
People of that Country; that they would have no ſtrange Gods; that they wy 
keep the Sabbath, the Paſſover, and other Feſtivals ordain'd by the T Lay, 


$ Tall. Mojesstalking familiarly with God 
is accommodated to Man's Capacity, which is 
expreſs'd Exod. xxxiii. 11 to be Face to Face 


as a Man ſpeaketh to his Friend,  - 

* Tables of Stone, Authors vary much in 
| [their Opinions concerning the Inventors of 
Letters. Some ſay, Caimus brought the Uſe 
of them into Greece; others ſay, Palamedes: 
Some ſlay, Radamanthus brought them into A/- 


frria: Memon inio Egypt: Hercules into Phry- 


£14, and Carmenta into Latium, Likewiſe 
ſome ſay the Phericians had the firſt Know- 
ledge of them ; others the Ethioprons, and o- 
thers the 4/jrians. But upon better Grounds 
it is thought by Euſebius in his Præpar. Evang. 
J. 18. That Moſes Fiſt taught the Uſe of Let- 
ters to the Jews, and that the Phenicanslearn- 
ed them from the Fews, and the Grecians 
from the Phæniciann. The Matter upon 
which Men wrote in ruder Times was diffe- 
rent: Some wrote on Rinds of Trees; ſome 
on Tiles; ſome on Tables, which laſt was 
chiefly in Uſe among the Ne The Dera- 
Hogue was Wiitten on two Tables of Stone. And 
in ILſaiab's Time they uſed Tables. Ch. iii, v. 8. 

The Septuagint ſay, ib. on a Box-Table; as 
if the Writing- Tables were made of Box- Trees. 
They uſed not Pens or jQuills, but a certain 


Inſlrument or Punch made of Iron or Ste, 
called Stylus, which was ſharp at one End, d 
the more convenient indenting or caivirg th 
Characters; and broad at the other for {c:.pyy 
out. As tothe Cuſtom of writing on So 
or Brick, it was undoubtedly verv ancient. 74k 
phus Antig. l. 11. fays, That Seth baving den 
inſtructed by Adam in Aſtronomy, nd vader 
ſtanding that the World was twice tv per, 
once by a Deluge, afterwards by a cher Con 
flagration, reduc'd this Art to an Epitame, und 
inſcribed it on two Pillars, one of Brick, again 
the Violence of Fire; the other of Seeg 
the Inundation of Water; one of which (ls 
Pillar ot Stone) he affirms to have been ext 
in his Time, in a Place calied Syrias or Sei, 
conceived by Voſſius, lib. de Ætate Muni |, 
271, to be the Land bordering on Moutt 
Ephraim, not far from Jericho. 
His People. Exod. xxxiv. 10. G 
here calls th: Childten of Hrael, Thy Pil, 
that is, Moſes's People, for he 01d not Vf 


call them his: For this Reconciliation o. (God! 


was but conditional, and in Proportion io lia 


| Obedience. | 


+' Law, See Exod, xxxiv, from . 10. ( 
U, 27. « | | 


Myj 
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„es having continued in the Mount forty Days and forty Nights in Commu- 
= ith God without Meat and Drink, return'd to the People with the 
Tables of the Law ; but he knew not that with God's talking with him, 
race had contrafted a T Splendor. Wherefore Aaron and the Mraelites be- 
W tcigliced at che Luſtre of his Countenance, durſt not approach him; which 
FF percciving, he put a Veil upon his Face, and then calling the Rulers 
al the People to him, he gave them in Command all that the Lo:d had 
ea him with in the Mount; and from that Time lo long as the Luſtre 

upon his Face, when he talked with the People he put on the Veil; 


Nen he went in to ipeak to the Lord he put it off. 
Ie this Time Moſes acquainted the People, that it was the Lord's Will to 
ks Tabernacle built, and that he had commanded him to ſpeak to them 
being in their Offerings, which were to conſiſt of Materials, with which 
s to be made. The Directions now given were the ſame with thoſe when 
WW ; wont fit up to the Mount; but by reaſon of the People's Tranſgreſ- 
in ldobzing the Calf, they were not then delivered to them. This Of- 
a vs not to be exacted, but the People were to give it voluntarily; to 
ch God ſo inclined them, that they ſoon brought in more than was requi- 
oo chat Moſes was obliged to caute Proclamation to be made to reſtrain 
Liberality. X ; „5 

ie Materials thus prepared were delivered to Bezaleel and Aboliab, two 
0: Men, and well ſkill'd in Architecture and all manner of Workman- 
—_ wo imployed all Men and Women, that had any Skill in curious Ope- 
oo. This Tabernacle was a Tent, cover'd with Curtains and Skins, but 
Wc lurger than the other Tents. It was divided into two Parts; the one 
=, and properly cali*d the Court. The cover'd part was again divided 
oro ocher parts; the one called the Holy of Holies, the Curtains of which 
WF: ne of imbroidered Linnen of Teveral Colours. There were ten Curtains, 
ii eight Cubits long, and four in breadth: Five Curtains together made 
= Coverings, which being made faſt together covered all the Tabernacle, 
Wc: the reſt there were two other Coverings, the one of Goat's Hair, the 
cr of Sheeps Skins. Theſe Veils or Coverings were laid on a ſquare Frame 
Planks reſting on Baſes. There were forty eight large Planks, each a 
_ and a halt wide, and ten Cubits high, twenty of them on each fide, 


_ 5:4, The Vulgar Latin render Mo- glorious Appearance in Maſes's Face might be 
WS | ice Cerunta, or horned ; from whence, deſianed by God for ſeveral ' Reaſons. As 1, 
0», of old he was Pictured with Horns That the People might pay him the gieater 
Herd. But the LXX. render it much Reverence and Fear. 2. To teſtify God's 
ed, to which the Apoſtle 2 Cor. ii. greai Love and Efteem for him. 3. To terti- 
ud. No doubt, by this divine Con- fy the 1/razlites trom violating the Law. And 
in 12 /es's Face was illuſtrated, and we theſe: Beams or Rays of Light, St. Ambroje in 
_ <\nbly ſuppoſe that the Rays of this P/al. cxviii. ſays continued to doſes all the reſt 
* Light might terminate in Points not of his Life. 10 T7 
he taper End of a Horn-. And this 
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and fix at one end to the Weltward, and one at each corner; each Pl 
was born on two Silver Baſes, they were let into one another, and h. 
by Bars running the length of the Planks, The Eaſt End was open, and al 
cover'd with a Curtain. The Holy of Holies was parted from the ef of 
Tabernacle by a Curtain made faſt to four Pillars, ſtanding ten Cubits * 
the End. The whole length of the "Tabernacle was thirty two Cubjig),y 
the breadth twelve. The End was thirty Cubits high, the upper Curtajg 10 
on the North and South fides eight Cubits, and on the Eaft and Wehn 
9 | A 

The Court was a ſpot. of Ground an hundred Cubits long and fifty in bl 
inclos'd by twenty Columns, each of them twenty Cubirs high, and ten in br 
covered with Silver, and ſtanding on Copper Baſes, five Cubits diſtant i: 
"other, between which there were Cur ins drawn, and faſtened with Hooks Y 
the Eaſt End was an Entrance twenty Cubitswide, covered with a Curtain hang 
ing looſe. on | 5 
The Ark was in the Sanctuary; it was a Square Cheſt made of 8h17/im Wy, 
two Cubits and a half long, and one Cubit and a half wide and deep. It yy 
covered with Gold Plates, and had a Gold Corniſh which bore the Lid. Ont 
fides of it were Rings, to put Poles thro' to carry it. Ihe Covering was ally 
Gold, and call'd the Propitiatory or Mercy Seat. There are two Cherubing 
on it, which covered it with their Wings; the Tables of the Law were in dit 
Ark, which was therefore call'd the Ark of the Teſtimony, or of the Covenait, 
Fhe Table was made of Cedar covered with Gold, two Cubits long, one | 
breadth, and one and a half in height. About the Edge of it was an Ornimen, 
it ſtood on four Feet, and had wooden Bars plated with Gold to carry ito, 
They laid on it the Offering or Shew-bread, which was chang'd every Day, {i 
Loaves at each end, with Incenſe over them, It was not lawful for any but 
Prieſts to eat of that Bread, ENT. . 

The Candleſtick was of pure Gold, had ſeven Branches, three on each fil, 
and one in the middle : Each Branch had three Knobs like Apples, and tir 
Sockets in the ſhape of half Almond-ſhells; thar in the middle had four; © 
each Branch was a Gold Lamp, and there were Gold Snuffers and Nippeart 
dreſs them. | | 15 „ 
There were two Altars, one for the Burnt-Offerings five Cubits long and vt, 
and three in height, with a ſort of Seraphim at each Corner. It was hoo, 
ver'd both within and without with Braſs Plate, and open both at Top ard hh 
tom. In the Midſt of it was a Copper Grate, ſtanding on tour Fect, à C 
and a half high, and faſtned with Hooks and Rings. On it were burn'd i 
Wood and the Offerings. There were all Neceſſaries for that Service, ® 
Kettles, Ladles, Tongs, Hooks and the reſt. Ng | 
The Altar of the Incenſe was but one Cubit in Length and Bread th, 
two Cubits high. It was plated with Gold, and bad a Crown ot 600 
ver it. This Altar was in the Sanctuary with the Ark; that of che bum 
terings was in the Tabernacle ou the North fide, on the Table oppefte , 
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on the Southſide, * In the Court was a great Copper Baſon on a' Pillar, with 
ral Cocks for Water to run out, for waſhing the Hands of thoſe that 
= Mind. _ 16mg br Be Boe e 2 
= 7. ves ments of the High-Prieſt were the Brraſt-Plate, the Ephod, the 
Row, the Cloſe Coat, the Mitre and the Girdle. The Ephod, the obe 
and clole Coat were Of Linnen and cover'd the whole Body from the Neck to 
the Heels, Over all was a Pu ple Tunick, a ViAtment larger and finer 
W ought, which rtach'd not fo low, but at the bottom of it hung Pomegra- 
ats nd Bells. The Ephod conſiſted of two Bandy made of Gold Thread, 
no; ſevcral Colours made faſt to a S6:t of Collar, which hung down be- 
5 4 behind on both Shoulders, and meeting ferv*d tor a Girdle to the 
* N or Veſtment. On the Shoulders were two large precious Stones, which 
ed the fore and the hind Parts of the Ephod, on which, were carv'd the 
Names of the twelve Tribes of 7/rael, fix on each of them. The Breaſt-plate 
bene of the ſame Workmanſhip, but double, was made faſt with Gold Chains 
WS [0 the Ephod It was a ſquare Ornament, very thick, and covering the Breaſt. 
be Gu dle was the Ephod itfclf crols'd, gr fome other, Band of the ſame Mat- 
. Th: Mitre was of fine Flax; it cover'd the Head, and on the Forehead 
= 1: Gold Plate, on which were carved theſe Wards, TRR HolIxESS or 
Ws L.v8D, | hefe were the ſolemn Ornaments belapging to the High Prieſt, 
WE the others wore only a ſimple Tunick or Veſtment, a Linnen Mitre and a 
ie They had all Brecches of Linnen and Cotton, covering their Legs 
ud highs, and reaching up io the Waſte. . b | $1 
be Work being finiſh. d, and the Veſtments made according to theſe Di- 
Wi: Gions, they were brought to Me/es for his Approbation. who having viewed 
W them, and found that all was done as the Lord had commanded, he praiſed 
od tor the People's Diligence, and pray'd for them. And now all chings 
being ready, on the firſt Day of the firit Month, in the fecond Year atter 
ol their Departure from Egypt, the Tabernacle was by God's immediate Com- 
W mand ſct up; and all us Furniture diſpoſed in the proper Places. Which 
done, the Cloud covered it, and the Gloy of the Lord filled it; ſo that for 
a while Moſes himſelf was not able to enter it. And this Cloud was the Signal 
W to the People of [/rael, by which they knew when to march, and when to 
WT ict, For when the Cloud was taken up from over the Tabernacle, the Chil- 
. of Iſrael journied; but it che Cloud was not taken up, they journied not 
WT uni! it was. | Bo ELIE 
The Tabernacle being ſer up, and all Things prepared; God proceeded to 
give Direction to Moſes, and by him to the People, in what manner his pub- 
lick Worflip under that Diſpenſ:tion ſhould be performed; which was by 
Sictifice ; aud this was an Offering made to God, to acknowledge his Sove- 
regnty over bis Creatures, and to expiate Sin. Only five lorts of Creatures 
wert appointed to be offered in Sac: tfice ; which were Oxen, Lambs, Goats, 
Turtles and young Doves, all which were to be Males, and without Blemiſh. 
He, who preſented an Offering, did ir at the Altar, and laid his two Hands 
* ' 35 29 Was. ON 
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on the Head of the Creature, and then the Throat of it was eut within the gg 
Tabernacle. The Blood was received in a Baſon, and with it the Pricft ſprinl. 
led the Veſſels, and Corners of the Altar, the reſt was ſpilt at the Fog, 9 
the Altar. The Victim was flead, cut in Pieces, and laid on the Altar, chen 
either the whole, or ſame of chem was burnt, according te the ſevcral ſon 
of Sacrifices. Libations likewiſe were added to the Sacrifices; all the Win 
or Flower, which were offered with the Victim, were called Effuſion, or poll. 
ing out. There was a feperate Offering of fine Flower and Oil, baked on 
Iron, or in a Pan. Theſe were ſprinkled with Oil, and Frank incenſe added 
to them. The Sacrifices were of four Sorts 1. The Burnt-Offering, .cveyll 
Part of which was confumed by Fire on the Altar, after waſhing the ful 
and Entrails, 2 The Peace-Offering, of which only the inward Fac Wl 
low was burnt on the Altar, made up with the Liver and Kidneys, and wi 
Tails of the Lambs. The Breaft and the right Shoulder belong'd to iF 
Prieſts who were obliged to eat them in the Holy Place; the teſt belong. 
ed to him who offered the Sacrifice. 3 The Sacrifice for Sin committed eiche 
wilfally or ignorantly ;; and in this the Prieſt took ſome of the Blood of th 
Victim, dipp'd his Finger in it, and ſprinkled ſeven Times towards the Vel 
of the Sanctuary. The ſame Parts of the Victim were burnt on the Alta, 
in this as in the former Sacrifice; the reſt, it the Sacrifice was offered for ge 
Sin of the High-Priefſt, or for the People, was carried without the Camp tg 
be burnt there, with the Skin, the Head, the Feet and the Bowels ; it it wir 
for a private Perſon, the Victim was divided, as was laid above, between the 
Prieſt and the Officer. 4. TI he Sacrifice of Oblation was either fine Flower, 
or Incenſe, or Cakes of, fine Flower and Oil bak'd, or the firſt 7ruirs / 
new Corn; with the Things offered there were always Oil, Salt, Wine and 
Frank incenſe. All the Frankincehſe was caſt into the Fire; but ©: the other 
Things offered, the Prieſt took one Part, which he alſo burnt, and the et 
belonged to him. | „„ 
The next Thing that regarded the Worſhip of the MVaelites was then Fel 
tivals. The firſt of which was their Sabbath, which they kept very ſtricty, 
dedicating it wholiy to Reſt, not doing the leaſt ſervile Work on that Day, 
It began like all other Feſtivals on one Evening, and ended the next. It 
Paſſover was likewiſe a very ſolemn Feſtival, It began the Evening 0! the 
fourteenth Day of the March Moon. They eat none but unleavenc Dre 
for ſeven Days, and the teventh Day was another great Feſtival, I i 
Day after the Paſſover they offered new Ears of Corn, and from that Day 
they reckoned ſeven tuli Weeks or fifty Days; and that filtieth Day ws 
another ſolemu Feſtival, called the Harveſt Feſtival; and they ohe cd d 
Thankſgivng two Loaves of new Wheat, as the firſt Fruits of the une. 
The fin Day of the ſeventh. Month, which was the firſt of the Cty!! Net, 
publiſhed by ſound of Trumpet, was allo a Feſtival. The tenth of gt 1419 
Month was kept the Feaſt of Expiation, and that was the Day on which (ns 
Prieſts went into the Sanctuary. They offer'd two Goats, one of which ds 


iglema 
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n Sacrifice for Sin. The High-Prieſt took the Blood of this, and of the 
ab kill'd in the Sanctuary and ſprinkled them; the other Goat was car- 
dor only out of the Tabernacle, but without the Camp alſo, and was 
W..:ctore called 4zgzel. or the Scape-Goat, On the fifteenth of the ſame Month 
n dhe Feaſt of Tabernacles, and laſted eight Days, being kept as a Me- 
ral that the Children of ael had lived in Tents. During this Feaſt they 
ed in Huts covered with Boughs of Trees, and ſpent thoſe Days in Mirth, 
being Boughs in their Hanes, with which they went round the Altar. E- 
„ feventh Tear was dedicated to reſt, for in them they neither ſow'd nor 
Wand ; but ihe fiftieth Year, called the Jubilee, was moſt ſolemn, for then 
| E{lates alienated. return'd to thoſe who had fold them, and Slaves reco- 
ed their Liberty. e 8 5 
The Maelites in their eating diſtinguiſned between two Sorts of Creatures, 
n and Unclcan; it was lawful for them to eat of the farſt, but not of the laſt. 
WT bore wore two Qualifications: required for the reckoning of a Beaſt clean; 
Which were, that it ſhould have a cloven Hoof, and that it ſhould Chew the 
WE; fo that it was unlawful for them to eat Swine's Fleſh, becaule they do not 
oe the Cud ; or Rabbits and Hares, becauſe they have not cloven Feer, like 
or, the Stag, the Sheep, but Toes joined by Skins. Among Fiſhes they 
Nee only allowed to eat ſuch as had Fins and Scales. All Birds of Prey were. 
od chem; and it was unlawful for them to eat Blood, or the Fleſh of Beaſts. 
Wang lcd, | 
1 00 Uncleanneſs there were many Sorts among the Iſraclites; not only they 
bo cat of unclean Beaſts were reckoned unclean but allo thoſe who touched: 
Wir Carcaſles. Leproſy was reckoned the greateſt Uncleanneis: Of the Nature. 
Wd Quality of which the Prieſt was to Judge, and to ſeperate the Lepers from 
iet of the People as he thought fit. There was alſo a Leproſy which clung 
d Cloaths and Walls, and the Garments ; after which the Moveables, and che 
oues became unclean. The Women were unclean after Lying-in for Forty 
ays1f they had a Son, and Sixty Days if it were a. Daughter. Ot theſe Un- 
oneſſcs, ſome Sorts Were cleanſed by Waſhing their Garments-and Bodies; 
Ic others as the laſt, by offering Sacrifice to Cleanſe them. 


The Laws relating to Matrimony were theſe 3 the Hraelites were forbid to 
jerry ſtrange Women. One Man might have ſeveral Wives; but the Per- 
among whom it was not allowed to contract. Matrimony were the Father, 
Wc other, the Mother-in- Law, the Siſter by the Father or Mother's fide, the 
WP: 5 or Daughter's Daughter, the Father's. Wife's. Daughter the Father or 
other's Siſter, the Uncle, the Daughter-in-Law, the Brother's Wife, the: 
ite's Siſter and Daughter, or Grandion and Grandaughter. However, it was 
pt only Lawtul, but a Command, that the Brother ſhould marry the Brother's. 
on, it be died without Iſſue. Adultery and other Sins of Imputity, were 
Feally forbidden by the Law. In ſhort, there was a Ceremony to try whe- 
er Women were guilty of Adultery. But beſides the moral Pre-epts. contain- 
u the Decalogue, and more particularly explained in the Books of MO, 
| that. 
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that Holy Legiſlator by God's Direction gave them Laws for the G0 


"is 


ment of their Common wealth, which were agreeable to Realon and 


Sin. The Function of the Prielts in general was to offer Sucrifi.e g " 
Lord, only the High- Frieſt's was peculiar; for he was allowed to 80 once! 


* Airter ſome of theſe Directions tor the Worſhip of God, Moſe, 
preſs Command of God, appointed Aaron High-Prieſt, and his Son 
Offspring to be the Pricitly Race. And when they were fanQifi- 4 14, by 
bed them, anointed their Heads with Oil, and made them offer Sagt fe 


Year into the Sanctuary on the Day of Expracion, clad in his Prieſt]) 


to burn Incenſe there betote the Ark, and ſprinkle the Blood of the Offez 
Teven Times with his Finger. To the Prieſts were join'd all the Tube 
Levi, to ſerve in the Tabernacle; to both which were appointe 1-atrienl 
Allowances for their Subſiſtance. But it any of the Prieſtly Race, or of 
Tribe of Levi, had any bodily Imperfections, they were excluded from N 
Function, but ſtill injoyed the Right and Privileges of their Bi: th. 7 he 0, 
gations they lay under were theſe: They were to drink no Wine or bine 
ting Liquors when they were to officiate in the Tabernacle z they te t. 
Marry any Woman that was divorced, or had been proſtituted; cep ven 
to beat Funerals, unleſs they were of their own Faches, Mothers, n, Dag 
ters, Brothers, and Maiden Siſters, But now let us return to the Hon. 
Eight Days after the Conſccration of Aaron and his Sons, Harun offered hi 
firſt Burnt Offering for himſelf and the People. This was fo accept» be to (gl 
that he gave a miraculous Teſtimony of his approving it by ſen ing & irc wp 
the Altar, which conſumed the Offering in the Sight of the People, who in !ut 
Shouts and Acclamations expreſſed their Joy for God's fo ſignaily owning (li 
Offering, and in Reverence they proſtrated themſel ves on the Grouns. 
The Fire thus miraculouſly kindled, ought to have been kept contoul 
burning; fot ſo the Lord had expre:sfly ® commanded. But Nadeb and Ali, 
two unhappy Sons of Aaron, forgettul of their Duty, took their Centers, wi 
Putting {| common Fire in them, laid Incenſe thereon, and offered + ange Fir 


 ® Commanded. See Levit. vi. v. 12, 13, 
This Fire which Levit. ix. v. 24. is ſaid to 
come from Heaven, and to have conſumed the 
firſt Burnt - Offering, laſted till the Gaptivity of 


Babylon. 


I Common. There were two ſorts of Fire 


uſed in the Tabeinacle;z the Holy Fire which 
came from Heaven, and which God had com- 


manded to be kept always burning for the uſe 


of the Altar of Burnt-Offering ; and the com- 


mon or prophane Fire, which was uſed to boil 
the Fleſh of the Peace Offering and Sacrifice 
fer Sin. 


I + Strange Fire. Whether theſe Sons of 
Aaron had two far indulged tbem ſelves in the 


Ve of Wine, or other firong Liquors, which 


might have made them forgetful of D 


doth not plainly appear from the 


x. 1. Yet ſome TJerwih Doctots an! 
and from the Context Ib. v. g. here s (lk 


Reaſon to ſuſpect it, becaule, as 


were carried out, God charg'd #2101 11 8 


Sons, on Pain of Death, Nor 1 


or flrong Drink, when they weic io e to 


Tabei nacle of the Congrepation. 


„7 
It ſhalt be a Statute to them throughout ali vi 


nerations And he afliyns ihe © 
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or: che Lord. This prophane Approach the affronted Majeſty of Hea- 
n inſtantly reſents 3 for a ſuffocating Flame darted through their Inwards, 
a ſtiged them, without deſtroying their Bodies or Garments. Moſes taking 
W...G0n from this ſudden and terrible Judgment to make the reſt of the Prieſts 
ul of falling into the like Sin, order'd them to bring the dead Bodies of 
iab and Abibu trom before the Sanctuary, and carry them out of the Camp 
de (ame Condition they found them. He likewiſe charged Aaron and his 
oss not to mourn for Nadab and Abibu in ſhaving their Heads, or rending 
eic Clothes; but that they ſhould leave thoſe Marks of Mourning to the 
-t of the People, from whom they ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves in this, 
i well as in other Points, in Reverence to that holy Anointing whereby they 
ind been conſecrated. to, the Lord, and ſeperated from the reſt of their Bre- 
en. A good Inſtruction and Warning to others, to beware of murmuring 
r extream ſorrow ing when the Hand of God viſits in Judgment. 
W The kext hiſtorical Matter we meet with is ot one whoſe Mother's Name 
Ws... belomih, an Ifraelitiſb Woman, of the. Tribe of Daz, bur his Father was 
Wn Egyptian, and ſuppoſed to be a Proſelyte to ael. This young Man go- 
Die cut of his Tent quarrelled with a Man of //rae!, and fighting the Son. 
D 503th is worſted. Being inraged at this Diſgrace, and retaining, as we 
Wy ſuppoſe, too much of his Father's Principles, he tell a curſing and blaſ. 
emwing the Name of the Lord. For this he is immediately apprehended, and 
brought before Moſes, who committed him to Cuſtody till the Mind of the 
ed mould be known concerning bim; for though the third Command in 
lie Decalogue forbids the taking of God's Name in vain; yet this blaf- 
Iphemous Curſing being an Offence of a higher Nature, againſt which no poſi- 
tive Law was yet provided, Moſes had recourle to the Lord for Council and 
Drection therein, who determined thus: Bring forth. him that hath curſed: 
without the Camp; and let all that heard him lay their Hands upon his 
„ 4 Head, and let all the Congregation. tone him.“ Moſes having from the 
Dine Oracle received the Sentence, ordered it to be put in Execution ac- 
Wccrdingly 3. and a: Law was thereupon made, that whoſoever ſhould from that 
lime blaſphewe the Name of the L. d, whether he were an J//aelite or a 
ranger, he ſhould be ſtoned to Death... „„ 
Whilſt the Maelites lay incamped in the Wilderneſs of Sinai, the Lord 
zppointed Moſes to take Aaron, and with him a principal Man of every Tribe, 
nom the 1,ord pitched upon. by Name, and make a general Muſter of the 


Head. This Way of laying Hands on an expiatory S4erifice for 1dolatry,. Blaſphe“ 
the Heads of Criminals, may ſeem to ariſe from my, and ſuch grievous: Crimes, if they were 
ere Cauſes, 1. That they were WiineT-' not puniſhed, they expected would attract a 
of the Fact, and that the Priſon condemn- Guilt, not only on the Witneſs, dut the 
Wd ſuffer'd juſtly, proteſting that if he were whole Nation, which by. the Death of the 
Pyrccent they de red his Blood might fall on Criminal, as by a Victim, might be expiated. 


* 


vn ide Head of the Criminal, in token of his own Death. 
NuMB, XXI. NY 


her own Heads. 2. They put their Hands 3. That the Craninal Was the Ja Cauſe of | 
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Book I 


Men fit to bear Arms. Moſes therefore with Aaron and theſe Aſſiſtant hy 
ving taken an exact Account by Pole, of all the Males from twenty Years q 


and: upwards, that were able to go forth to War in Hrael, found the 
ber to be“ Six hundred and three © thouſand! five hundred and fifty My 
For God had expreſly exempted the Tribe of | 


beſides the TL evites. 


Um. 


Levi Out 


of this Niufter, becauſe he had deſigned them to the peculiar Sc: vice os th 


- 


Tabernacle; not only to take Charge thereof, and of all the V-f-ls hl, 
mg to it, but to take it down upon every Remove, and carry both the 1 


bernscle and the Veſſels, and Het it up when they pitched again. 

Atcer this genera] Muſter, Moſes and Aaron by the expreſs Command g 
God, order'd the Incampment of this great Body of People in this manngg 
they were diipoſed into four Battalions, each unger one - generai Standard 


which were fo p'aced that they incloſed the Tavternacle. 


The Srandud q 


the Camp of Judah was firſt, which conſiſted of the Tribes of J, 1; 
Jachar, and Zebulun, the Sons of Leah pitched ovęr-againſt the | abernach 


on the Eaſt-fide of it, towards the riſing of the Sun. 


On the South-{ide wy 


the Standard of the Camp of Reuben, under which were the Tribes of Ran 
and Simeon, the Sons of Leah likewiſe, and of Gad the Son of Ziipab her Maj, 
On the Weſt-ſide was the Standard of the Camp of &phraim, under which wer 
the Tribes of + Ephraim Minaſſeb, and Benjamin. "And on the North 
was the Standard of the Camp of Dan, under which were the Tribes of Dar ar 


of 


, ww. 


Between the four great F Camps and the Tabern:cle, were pitchec 


— 


a yp & . 8 = | | 5 1 5 
Six, Sc. By this we may give a Gueſs 


how much this People were increaſed in Num- 
ber in this Yeat's time, or thereabouts (ſee 
Exad. xix v 1, 2, and Numb. 1 v.1;): not- 
withſtanding they had been in a travelling Con- 
dition, had been engaged in Battle with the 
Amalekites (in which probably ſome of them 


might fall while Amalet prevail'd, Exod xvii. v 


1.1.) and had loſt about three Thouſand Men 
upon the Account of their Calf. For they 
were computed to be but about fix Hunered 
Thouſand Men, including the Tribe of Levi 
with them, when they came out of Egypt, 
Exod. xii. v 37. And now they were 603550 
Men, beſides the Tribe of Levi, which being 
number'd-by it ſelf, yielded 22000 Males, of a 
Month old and upwards, Numb. iii. 39. 

+ Ephraim, Ephraim and Manaſſeth ſup- 
plyed the Place of Joſeph their Father; and 


therefore they are taken to be Rachael's Chil- 
' dren, and 1o they and Benjamin make the 


third Standard. 


rubim is ſaid to have four Faces; tne 


apbtali, the Sons of Bilba, Rachel's Maid, and of Aſher the Son qt Liga 


tour el 


Camp, 


Between. Foſephus in Anbig. . . 
tells us. that between each T rihe in ever! on 


of theſe faut Quarters there were diſtant Specs, 


like Streets, where there werebuving and . 
ing as in a Market and Tradeſmen in ther 
Shops, in manner of a City, leading ' and i, 
This Camp is thought to be round, a ile di 


tant from the Tabernacle, that is, * / 


Day's Journey, as appears from Y , li 
where the Diltance hetween the People and the 
Ark is commended to be two Thoufand Os 
bus. | 
$ Camps. Esch of theſe Camps, 2s is f 
in the Text, had its ſeveral Banner of Nat 
daid, and each Standard its Motto or Tac 
on. Each Standard likewite had ad td; den 
written on it: Ruben's Standard hit the | 
mage of a Man, Judab's of 2 Lyon. Ephrums 
of an Ox, and Dan's that of an Eagle. Het 
ſame four Cieatures are uſed by Ezeltiel | 1? 
to deſcribe the Nature of Angels. Every Cit 
Face % 
2 Mab, 
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| ps | | 
$ 4 which their Service lay. On the Eaſt-ſide encamped Moeſes and Aaron, 


ih. Aaron's Sons, who had the Charge of the Sanctuary. On the South-ſide 
e the Kobatbites, a Part of the Levites deſcended from Kobath the ſecond Son 
oi. On che Weſt-ſide, behind the Tabernacle, ſtood the Gerſbonites. ano- 


er bart of the Levites deſcended from Gerſbon, Levi's eldeſt Son. And on 


. be North-ſide were planted, the Mera rites, the remaining Part of the Levites, 
3 Who ſprung from Merai, Levi's youngeſt Son. | i | 

bis was the Order of their incamping. _ 
ad warching was thus. When they were to remove (which was when the 


be firſt Alarm the Standard of Judah being raited, the three Tribes which 
delongtd to it ſet forward. Then the Tavernicle being taken down, the 


When theſe were on their March, a ſccond Alarm was ſounded; upon 
WE. ich che Standard ot RKeuben's Camp advanced with the three Tribes under 
Aer them followed the Kobathites, bearing the Sanctuary, which being 
or holy, and leſs cumberſome, than the beavy Boards and Pillars ot the 


151 


conſiſting of the Prieſts and Levites, near to the Tabernacle, in and 


The Manner of their diſlodging 


ound was taken off the Tabergacle) the Trumpet was ſounded, and upon, 


„orites and the Merariles attended the Waggons with the Boards and Staves 


brought up the Rear. | | 


A * 


to ihew his Power; of an Ox, to ſhew his Mi- 
Iviſ:rarorv Office; of an Eagle to ſhew his Swi fr- 
heſs in the Execution of God's Will. This ſame 
Description of Angels is in Revel. iv. 6, By the 
ime four, in the Opinion of many of the Fa- 
bers, are ſhadowed the four Evangeliſts: The 
Mer ſhadoweth St. Matthew, becauſe he begins 
his Goſpel with the Generation of Chriſt,accord- 
W's o his Humanity; the Lion, St. Mart, be- 
wwe he begins his Goſpel from that Voice of 
the Lion rcaring in the Wilderrieſs; the Ox, St. 
ln, becauſe he begins with Zacharias the 
Prieſt; and the Eagle St. John, who, ſoaring 
a'0't, hegznneth with the Divinity of Chriſt, 
\ The, Sc. Nefiening in the Text to keep 
che to the Hiſtorical Part of the Sacred. Writ, 
a4 to preſerve the Connection of Matter of 
Fact, with which the Preceptive would inter- 
fre, I thought it more uſeful for the Reader 
19 continue the Series of the Story in the Text, 


Ven, to ew his Underſtanding ; of a Lion, 


W[:bernacle, was not put into a Waggon, but carried on their Shoulders. Next 
oed the Standard of * Eprraim's Camp, with the three Tribes belonging 
Wit. And Jſt,of all, the other three Tribes under the Standard of Dan 


W { ſhe People of rael, having continued ſome time before the Mount of 
Lord, decamped by God's Command on the firſt Day of the ſecond Month, 


the 


and put the intervening Precepts and Orders 
bere in the Notes. In the third and fourth 
Chapters of Numbers, therefore we have the 
Lord's taking the Levites to himſelf in Ex- 
change for the Firſtborn, with the Reaſon for, 
his ſo doing; likewiſe his giving the Levites to 
the Prieſis tor the Service of the Tabernzcle 
diſtributing them into three Claſſes or Orders, 
and appointing them their ſeveral Services. Af- 
terwards in Chap. v. follows that clear and ex- 
cellent Type of Goſpel- Purity, and-Chriſtian 


Church- Ditcipline. expreſſed in commanding 


the Children of //rael toput out of the Camp 
every Leper, and every one that had a running 


Iſſue, and whoſoever was defiled with the Dead, 


both Male and Female; that they might not 
deflle their Camps, in the Midſt of which the 


Lord dwelled. In the fixth Chapter follow 


divers Laws relating to Reſtitution in Caſes of 


Treſpals, and to the Trial of Jealouſy, between 
Men' 
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the Covenant of the Lord went before them, to ſearch out a reſting Pia 


Irael. Having marched three Days into the Wildernefs, they came to x * 
called The Graves of Luft, from what happen'd to the {7aelites there. Th, 


4 plained of the heavy Burthen which the Care of ſo numerous and mutingy 
a People brought upon him. God hears his Complaint, and immediate} 


- Burthen of tbe People with thee, Moſes accordingly brought the ſeventy Elder 
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the ſecond Year after their coming our of Exyte. In their March the Atky 
for them; at the ſetting forward of which Moſes ſaid, Rife, Lord, and |, 
thine Enemies be ſcaiteted and let them that bate thee flee before thee. And yy 
the Ark reſted again, he added, Return, O Lord, unto the many theulzny, 


N 


mur muring againſt the Lord, and complaining of the Wearineſs of their Fours; 

he was ſo incenſed againſt them, that he ſent down Fire, and deſtroyed hi 
that were in the extteam Parts of the Camp. Frighted at this Judgment t 

repair to Moſes, upon whoſe Interceſſion the Fire was quenched, and the Nam 
of that Place called Taberah, which ſignifies Burning. This Diſaſter inft.;j 
of tertifying them into their Duty, did but increaſe their murmuring ; for hy 
mg come to new Quarters, they expected Change of Diet; and becauſe Gy 
did not preſently gratify them, they in Contempt. prefer the rank Food a 
Egypi, Onions, Leeks, and Gatlick, to the dehicious heavenly Dainties, wit 
which God had daily fed them, Moſes had often heard their murimuring, 20 
patiently born with them; but now that they were grown ſo numerous, and 
the Greatneſs of their Numbers demanding ftil} more Care and Vigilance ty 
govern and provide for them, the Sevſe of the Weight ſo great a Chap 
oceaſion'd, gave much Uneaſinefs ro Moſes, who in his Addreſs to God con- 


provides a Remedy; bids him chooſe ſeventy Men of the Elders of Jad, 
and bring them with him to the Tabernacle of the Congregation. And the; 
ſaid the Lord, / will come down, and talk with thee; and I will induc thm 
with the ſame Spirit with which I bave inſpired thee, and they (hall bear ih 


of the Children of Jrael before the Lord, who kept his Word with him; 
for being inſpired, they ſtraightway propheſied. Nay, this Inſpiration was b 
extenſive, that two of thofe ſeventy, 'tho* they came not out with the reſt to 
the Fabernacle, but remained behind in the Camp, were taken in among the 
reft, and received the fare Impreifion of the Spirit, and propheſted as the other 
did. This fo ſurpriz'd a certain young Man, that he ran from the Camp to 
the Tabernacle to acquaint Moſes, that Eldad and Medad, for ſo they weit 
Named, were prophetying in the Camp. Joſhua, who as yet was not acquainicd 
with the Operations of the Lord by his Spirit, over hearing this Meſlage, and 
thinking it ſome Derogation from his Maſter, chat they ſhould prophety, and 


Men and their Wives; to the Vow of Naza- the Tabernac'e and the Altar, &. The Cor 
rites, to which is ſubjoined the Form of that ſecration and Purification of the Late it 
Divine Bleſſing, which the Lord hitnſelf did dic= down ir: the eighth. A Reiniotecment of Us 
tate for the Prieſts to pronounce upon the Peo- Paſſover, and the Guiding of the jr ae/te; bf iis 
dle. Phe ſeventh Chaptet contains the Offer- Cluud in the. ninth Chapter. 25 
ings ei che Princes ai the Dedication of both RR? 
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bono him, adviſed Moſes to forbid them. But Maſes reproving him gently 
bis Raſhneſs, cry'd, . Doſt thou ehvy them upon my Account? Would 
Ws. Cod all the Lord's People were inſpired, and that they might propheſy. 
wren Moſes remonſtrated to the Lord his Inability to ſupport the Govern- 
ent of ſo great a People without ſome Aſſiſtance, part of this Complaint 
s chat the People wanted Fleſh, and he expoſtulates with God, the Impoſ- 
iy of cheir being ſupplied with it in that Place, becauſe they were ſo nu - 
W.-:ous. The Lord knowing the great Fatigue Meſes had gone thro' in the 


dud of this People, bore with him, and only gave him this gentle Re- 
ie; Is the Lord's Hand ſhorten'd? Thou ſhall ſee whether my Word 
dall come to paſs unto thee or not.“ Accordingly, when My/es with the 
WE {rs was gone back to the Camp, and had acquainted the People with it, 
= South Wind aroſe and drove vaſt Numbers of * Quails from the Sea-Coaſt, 
W- within a Mile of the Camp, where they lay about a Yard thick upon the 
bound. The People fell greedily to gathering the Quails, which they, ſtill 
W:itruſting God's Providence (which had hitherto. never failed them) did in ſuch 
eat Quantities as if they were to have no more. But God ſoon calls them 
Wo a dreadful Account for their inſolent Demand of Fleſh, and doubtful Diſ- 
ruft of his Power; for while they were regaling themſelves with theſe Dainties, 
od viſited them with a very ſevere + Plague, whereof many died, and were 
Wuried in the Place, which for their luſting after Fleſh was called Kibroth- Hat+ 
baavab, which ſignifies the Graves of Luſt or Concupiſcence. | 
From hence they took their Journey to Hazerbih, which ſignifies Palaces. 
And here another unhappy Accident befel them. Aaron and his Siſter Miriam 
bbſerving the great Power of Moſes their Brother with the People, and that 
God chicfly made uſe of him in the Delivery of his ſacred Oracles to them, 
Wcgan to envy him; and to give ſome Colour to their Quarrel, they pretend 
do fall out with him upon the Account of his marrying a Foreigner, calling 
er 5 ZEthiopran, and emulating Moſes's great Gifts and Authority, they added, 
| | | | 4e What 


are ſeveral Accidents that intervene between 
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Jail. Theſe Quails muſt be ſuppoſed 


1 


to come from the Arabian or Red Sea; and 
ks Paran and Kibroth-Hataavab were North 
and North Faſt of the Red Sea, it muſt be 
2 Southerly Wind. Fhat theſe Quails came 
rom the Red Sea is the Opinion of Fojephus, 
Pin, and ſeveral others, who affirm them 
© breed on the Coaſts there. | + 

Plague. Commetators cannot agree 
What this Plague was: Some will have it to 
be Fire; and that Numb. xi. 33. refers to 
the fourth Verſe of the fame Chapter; which 
I think cannot de, becauſe this is ſubſequent 
Matter, and is named as a Puniſhment for 
dne {/raelites delring Fleſh. Beſides there 


Tt 


the third and thirty third Verſes. Some will 
bave it a Conſumption or PhtMſick, others 
the common Peſtilence or Plague. But by 
the Words of the Text, v. 33. it more pro- 
bably ſeems to have been a ſuffocating Di- 


ſemper, like the Squinancy, which choaked 
them as they were eating, or ſoon after; 


for the Words are very expreſs, While the 
Meat was in their Mouths the Wraith of God 


fell upon them. This is turther confirmed by 


Pal. Ixxviii. v. 30, 31. N 
§. Ethiopian. Zipporah, Moſess Wife, 
was a Midianite, and becauſe Midian border'd 
on Ethiopia, ſhe was ſo called, and it is ſome- 
21 : {mes 


1 wy x 1 wir 4 & bro ph ay | | 
154 4 Compleat” H PST ORE Bock 
t What hath the Lord ſpoken only by Moes? Hath he not ſpoken alſy h 
us??“ Moſes faw their Ditcontent; and though he was naturally of a n F 
Diſpoſition, yet ho Man was mote ready to tefent any Indignity offer 
the Lord ; but looking 6n this as a perſonal Pique, he would not take 0 
tice of it. However, God, who was more immediately concern'd in gte ; 
folves to vindicate himfelf and his faithful Servant; for on a ſudden dalle 
tor Moſes, Aaron and Miriam, at the Door of the Tabernacle he tharpiy y 
prehends them for their lnſolence, aſking them, How they durſt ſpeal: 201i 
bis Servant Moſes? * | You ſhare, ſaid bs, the great Prophetick Office; 
„ deed, and to you I have declared my Will in Dreams and Viſions, by 
©« with Moſes I have converſed more familiarly, and I will ſpeak Face 0 Fu 
with him, and ſhew him as much of my Glory as he is capable of (-ej," 
Upon this the Lord withdrew in great Diſpleaſure from them. 47, |, 
the Comfort of ſeeing himſelf juſtified ; but Aaron, to his great Confuſion, fn 
his Siſter Miriam made a dreadful Example of God's Anger; for on a (144 
ſhe is become a loathſome deform'd Leper; and well knowing he 4+«/ery%4 
ſhare in this Curſe for his »ungrateful Murmuring, preſently addreſics tiny 
to Mofes, acknowledges their Sin, begs Pardon, and interceds for his Siſter, 
that ſhe may be reſtored th her Health. Good Moſes, who was never wan 
ing in Charity even to his Enemies, melts into Piry, and complics with hi 
Requeſt. But yet, to terrify others from moving Seditions again, and b:cuuþ 
the Offence was publick, God reſolves to make an Example of Minh 
her Cure, and therefore he commands Mofes to turn her out of the Camy, 
2 common Leper, for feven Days, and then to receive her again. 
Miriam being returned to the Camp, the Hracliles removed to the Dr. 
Pharan; from whence after the Incampments they came to Kade. 54rr:4, d 
the Frontiers of Canaan. Here Moſes let them know that they were cone 
near the promiſed Land; and for their Satisfaction, God 'commanded 4½ 
to fend twelve Men, one of each Tribe, to take a View of the Country, H 
charged them to go up to the Hills to obſerve whether the Country was ſtrong] 
or weak; whether there were many Inhabitants; how their Towns wert ſity 
_ ated, and whether fortified ; whether the Soil was fertile or barren ; woethe 
it was planted with Trees or not; what Fruit they bore, and to bring fone 
of it 3 for now was the time when the firſt Grapes were ripe, that is, in 7), 
With theſe Inſtructions the 5 Spies ſet forward ; and having taken Vier 
of the Country trom North to Sguth, in their Return they paſs's thro” a fe- 
tile Valley which abounded in Vines, where they cut down a Brapch wi'h bil 
one Cluſter of Grapes on it, but that of ſo vaſt a Weight and Bign , Vi 
they were forced to carry it upon a Staff between two. Nor was iis (8 


9 


times in holy Scripture comprehended under, mitted to the Law ought to have en rei 
this Name. But here Zipporah-is called E- oned ſraelite, | Ruth and h 
thiopian in Ridicule and Spight ; which they | You Miriam is called a Proybiith 
ought not to have done. for ſhe having ſub- Exod. xv. 0 i 
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WW. Produd of this happy Soil; the Golden Fig and beautiful Pomgranate 
a be Trees and variety of Fruits load the luxuriant Branches. Ot each 
neſc they take a Sample, and upon their leaving the Place, ſrom the great 
cy of Grapes, chey call it the Valley of Eſcbol, which ſignifies a Cluſter | 
Gr. Having ſpent forty Days in viewing and obſerving, the Country, 
Tu Camp of J/rael at Kadeſb; and having ſhewed the Fruits 
WE : Land they bad been ſurveying to Moſes and Aaron, and the whole 
agregation, they related the Obſervations they had made in their Journey: 
Fe have been, /aid they, in the Country to which you ſent us. It is a 
Ws tile and plentitul Land; but the Inhabitants of it are powerful; there are 
BY great Cities with ſtrong Walls. We have ſeen there Men of the Race of 
iat, warlike Men, and of a gigantick Stature. The Amalekites inhabit the 
WS $0uth-part of the L. and, the Hiltites, Jebuſites, and Amorites, on the Moun- 
WS ins; and the Canaanites on the Sea-Coaſts and the River Jordan,” This 
We: a fightful Account to a timorous People, prepared already by their own 
contents to receive any ill Impreſſion z which they immediately ſhewed ; 
r Caleb, one of thoſe that were ſent to diſcover the Country, to pacity them 
6. Let us make our ſelves Maſters of the Country, for we are ſtrong. 
W ccough to conquer thoſe People.” But the Mutiaeers declared againſt en- 
Wing enz War, wiſhing they were in Egypt again; and chooſing rather to die 
be Wilderneis, than to fall by the Sword, and have their Wives and Chil- 
Wn inflived. In ſhort, they propoſe to chooſe themſelves a Chief, and return 
W 71; This ſo deeply affected Moſes, that notwithſtanding they were ſo 
Wb inaicly bent upon their own Ruin, he and Aaron in the Preſence of the 
Mmbly, fell on their Faces to deprecate the Vengeance which they. feared - 
od would let fly at theſe rebellious Mutineers z whilſt Caleb and Joſbua thro? * 
xcels of Sorrow for the People's Blaſphemy, rending their Cloaths, boldly 


up,. and endeavour'd to perſuade them, that they might by God's Help 
rome the Inhabitants of that Country; The Land, /aid they, that we 
* paſſed thro' is indeed a rich and fertile Land, abounding with all things ne- 
df cffary for Life. If we pleaſe the Lord, be will bring us into this Land, 


| and give it us. Do not therefore by rebeJling againſt him, forfeit his Pro- 
miſe and Protection; nor be afraid of the People of the Land, whom we 
| ſhall as ſurely conquer as we eat our Food, and eaſily 3 for their God hath 
withdrawn his Care of them; and if the Lord continue it to you, ye have 
nothing to fear.“ This Speech made ſo liitle Impreſſion upon them, that 
| 2 tumultuous manner they called out to ſtone them; and which they had 
Wrobably done, had not God muaculouſly interpoſed by fending his Glory, 
much vifibly appeared at that. Inftant in the Tabernacle of the Congregation . 
ore them all! Fs 


\'! this while Moſes and Aaron lay proſtrate on their Faces, and God being 


el Wi: incenſed with this Intolencg of the Hraclites, tells Moſes. he would fend | 
* be Plague that ſhould extirpate this People, and would make him Prince: o 


more numerous and powerful Nation. But good Moſes, as he had before done, 
poſt pones 4 


* * lg \ + y » 7 , I , 
7 PIT 4 2 "of "PN z a 1 ” 
' OW i tf 

' 2 


156 A Compleat HISTORY Bool 
poſtpones his own private Advantage to the Honour of God, and che C0% 
of this unworthy People, Ler- to the Lord, that if he deſtroyed th 
Maelites, the Eeypiinns and other Nations thereabuut, who- faw he had ty, 
them into his Protection, would not fail to ſay he was not able to carry then 
into the Land he had promiſed them. Then imploring God's Mercy, and yp 
repeated and importunate Intreaties begging Pardon fer the People, Gy z 
length ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed on, and to ſatisfy Meſes he pronoun 
them pardon'd ; bur it was with this Reſtriction ; for reproaching them vi 
their vile Ingratitude, who had ſo often and wonderfully tated of his Boy, 
in providing againſt their Wants, ſcreening them from their Enemies, and Pre 
ferving them in all Dangers z ſince they had-ſo often provoked him with they 
Diſobedience, he declared that not one of thoſe who had murmured ſhould ew 
into the promiſed Land, except Caleb and Joſbua; and that they ſhould wangy 
about there, with their Children for the Space of forty Years. - And tho! Gy 
at the preſfing Intreaty of Mo/e> did reverſe the Sentence ot ſudden Death Up 
on the whole "Congregation of Murmurers, yet the ten falſe Spies, che imme 
diate Authors of this Rebellion, who had brought an evil Report upon th 
good Land, were puniſhed with Death at that time; tor they died of th 
Plague before the Lord. But Caleb and Faſbua, who had done their Duty i; 
giving a faithful Account of their Journey and Obſervations they had mad, 
were not only preſerved alive, but commended of God, who gave them hi 
22 that they ſhould live to enter into the good Land, and take Poſe, 
on of it. N OP 
Moſes having reported theſe things to the Children of Zrael, they are (ail 
to have moutn'd greatly; but by their Actions it doth not appear they wer 
any better diſpoſed; for changing their Minds on a ſudden, from a poor d. 
wardly Fearfulneſs, to a preſumptuous Raſhneſs, they ſaid the next Morning, 
« We are ready to go to the Place whereof the Lord hath ſpoken to u. 
But this was undertaken in their rebellious obſtinate Temper, and was adding 
Sin to Sin. Which Moſes well knew for he endeavoured to reſtrain them, and 
expoſtulated the Danger with them; told them their Enterpriſe was againſt the 
expreſs Command of God; that it would not proſper ; ferbad them going up 
on pain of being defeated and flainz aſſur'd them that God had left them, 
and that the Amalekites and Canaanites had gain'd the Paſſes in the Mountain 
before them. Theſe Admonitions have no Weght with theſe obſtinate People; 
They preſumptuouſty ſuppoſe the Boldneſs of the Attempt will wipe off ther 
former Cowardiſe, and reinſtate them in God's Favour; and tho? the Ack G 
the Lord, which was to go before the Hoſt, went not with them, nor //% 
their General at the Head of them, yet they reſolutely marched to the top 
the Hills, where the Enemy ſurpriſed, defeated, and flew many of chem, and 
| purſued the reſt as far as Horma. Way . | 
After this, tho' it was but * eleven Days Journey from Horeb to Kadj 
. Barnes, yet the People thro* their Diſobedience ſpent the beſt pair of tuo 
Eleven. See Deut. . 2. . e a 
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. aing that eleven Days Journey. And which is ſtiil more ſtrange, 
E be Lad. Bards) and being near the Confines of the 4h 
*r «put d, they were eight and thirty Years more wandering in the Wil- 
ff? before they could come to the Borders of the promiſed Land again, 
15 having led them back into the Deſert towards the Red Sca, they con- 
bued thereabout, making in the aforeſaid time eighteen ſeveral Removes or 
ſodgments, and at laſt they returned to Kadeſb-Barnca, near the Place from 


hence they went. 


ine lirſt of which is of a Man, who by a Poſt- fact Law Was adjudged to 
| toned to Death for violating the Sabbath by gathering Sticks on that Day, 
Celebration of which God had ſtrictly injoyned; and tho' there was no 
nalty annexed to the Breach of it, thoſe who brought the Offender before 
I. knew he would determine juſtly; and committing the Man to ſafe Cuſ- 
„„ Moſes inquired of God what he ſhould do in this Caſe, who immedi- 
iy from his heavenly Oracle return'd this Anſwer, ** That the, Criminal 
hould be conveyed without the Camp, and there be ſtoned to Death.“ 
Thich was accordingly executed. 
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Neat Diſquiet to the Peace of //rael. The haughty Corab, Great-Grandſon 
lei, icparates from Moſes and Aaron; and having ſeduced Dathan and 


y Levites to his Party, that were Men of Fame and Intereſt among the 
ple, he made moſt grievous Complaint againſt Moſes and Aaron, charg- 
> them with Pride in uſurping upon the Liberties of the People, who, they 
d, were as holy as themſelves. Moſes hearing this || fell on his Face, and 
Wn after iifing from that humble Poſture, he with great Courage and Aſ- 
ice let them know that the next Day the Lord would decide the Contro- 
9, and would make appear who were his Servants, and who was holy, 
would admit whom he had choſen to come near him. Then with his 
al Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind he argued the Matter with them; he 
dy rebuked their Inſolence, and told them that they took too much upon 
Mm, But in a more particular Manner addreſſing himſelt to Rorab, and che 


Eight and thirty, &c. See Deut. ii 14. from them, who in this tumultuous manner 
| Fell &c, This is a Phraſe often uſed to ex- attacked him. And it is very reaſonable to 
I: Divine Adoration and Application to God think that whilſt he lay in this humble Poſ- 
nelp; and good Reaſon there is to believe, ture, God appeared to him, and both com- 
| at this time Moſes, who was well acquaint forted and advicd him; for preſently after we 
[With the gracious and ready Aſſiſtance of read. Numb. xvi. 5. that with great Aſſur- 
d in time of Need, might apply himſelf ance he ſpoke to the Rebels, and to vindicate 
WW Lord for Protection againſt ths Mu himſelf, put the Matter between him and 
ar Ps Crew, as appretending ſome Violence them upon Trial the next Day. 


| Whillt they were in the Wilderneſs many remarkable Occurrences befel them. 


Ad now Pride and Malice blow up a Faction into a Flame, and give 


an, Sons of Eliab, of Reuben's Family, and drawn in two hundred and 


WF: ies that joined him, he ſaid: ** Hear, ye Sons of Levi; is it a Matter 
of ſo light Concern, that the God of Vrael hath diſtinguiſhed you from 


S \crus, XXII. Us. the 
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the reſt of Vacl, to admit you to the more immediate Ser vice of the Ty 


* a Land that flowed with Plenty, to kill us in the Deſert? Thou 1644 


thy fair Promiſes, thou haſt not broaght us into a Land that flo weh yi 


_ proaches highly provoked Moſes, who, inſtead of returning any ii! Langu 
to them, addreſſing himſelf to God, ſaid, ** Reſpect not thou their Of: 1, 


Corab and all his Company to meet him and Aaron before the Lord then 


lence by the wicked Arts of Corab and his Party, proſtrate them ielves bet 


* 8 


Book i 


„ bernacle, and io ſtand before the Congregation, and Minifler to them? 

** not this an Honour ſufficient to ſatisfy. your ambitious Spirit, but thun 
„ muſt aim at the Priefthood too? This is the Cauſe of your Clamousz | 
+ for this ye have moved; the People io Sedition. But be afſured wn 
ye may pretend. againſt . Aaron, this Inſult is againſt che Lord; and; 
*+, againſt his Diſpenſations that ye murmur and confpire.” Dathay and 1 
biram ſtood at a Diſtance whilſt Moſes talked with the reſt, and thcrefo 
he ſent for them to come to him; but they ſurlily returned Anſwer, . thaw 
would not come. And to-retort his own Expreſſions. upon himſ-'f, ther z 


10 5 | | add, 
Is it a Matter of ſo ſmall Moment, that thou haſt brought us u g 


* 


% Dominion, and wouldſt make thy ſelf Prince of us alſo. Notwichſtande 


Milk and Honey, nor given us Inheritance of Fields and Vineyat 4s, jy 
„when we were ready to take Poſſiflion of the promiſed. Land, thou 4 
«+ turned us back into this barren Defert, to repeat the Fatigues a9 |], 
e ſhips we had before undergone: We will. not come.“ Theſc unjuſt he 


* for tho? they reflect thus unjuſtly upon me, I have not taxen ſo much 
„ an Aſs from them, neither have I hurt one of them.“ Then fummoniny 


Day, he ordered them to bring their Cenſers ready prepared with Incen{z in 
them, and to appear all before the Lord, Accordingly on the Morrow the 
came with great Confidence; and having ſet Fire to the Incenſe it their Cn 
ſers, they boldly plant themſelves in the Door of the Tabernacle with 1 
and Aaron; and to bid the greater Defiance to theſe holy Men, they had per 
ſuaded all the Congregation to ſide with them. This daring Carriage of tif 
Mutineers ſo provoked the Almighty, that he reſolves to take ih Mate 
into his own Hand; and darting forth his Glory upon the Taberrach, ls 
commands Moſes and Aaron to withdraw, that he might conſume the Revei 
But the two good Men knowing that the People were drawn into this In 


the Lord, and by their Prayers intercede for the People; © God. too! 
„God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, /aid tbey, ſhall one Man fin, an! vil 
„ thou be angry with all?” Their Prayers are heard as ſoon as de, 
and God bids them command the People to withdraw; who, frighted vit 
the amazing Sdendor that broke from the Cloud, readily take the Warning 
and draw off. trom the Tents of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram,. who came bod 
out, and ſtood daring, at the Doors of their Tents with their Wives and ke. 
milies. Then Moſes addrefling himſelf to the People, ſaid, * By this you (hal 
* know that the Lord has commiſſion'd me to do what I have done, and thitl 


*- have undertaken nothing of my own Head. If theſe Men die che com99 
; 6 way 


dee Numb. Xxxvi. 11. 


W's 0wn Inſtitutions and Mens Contrivances, 
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way of Nature, or be viſited as other Men, then take it for-granted, the 


„ Lord hath not ſent me; but if he deal with them after a ſtrange and unu- 


„nal Manner, and the Earth opening her Mouth ſwallow them up alive, then 


pan je underſtand, that theſe Men have provoked the Lord.” Moſes had 
WE. ooncr ſpoken theſe Words, but terrible Convulſions heave the labouring 
ich, the Surface of which cleaving aſunderr, Corab and his Faction, with 
ei Goods and & Families, were ſwallow'd up alive, and the Ground clo- 
Wi upon them they periſh'd, The ret of the People that ſtood round 
em, and ſaw their diſmal Fate, being frighted with the loud Cries and 


aricks of the departed Murineers, fled away for fear the Earth. ſhould have 


oed them too. In the mean time God, to compleat his Vengeance on the: 
aof ſ che Leaders in this Rebellion, who had protanely attempted to offer 
Wien contrary to the Law, ſent down Fire from Heaven, and deltroy'd. 
Wc co hundred and fifty Men that had join'd with Corab. The + Cenſers, 
WS: «hich they intended to offer, remaſt'd amidſt the Conflagration 3 which 


od ordet'd to be preferv?d, but not for the ſame Uſe as formerly, nor in the 


ne Form; therefore he commanded Moſes to direct Eleazer, Aaron's Son, to 
t them out into broad Plates, and fix them to the Altar of the Burnt- 
WO 7; ns; aſſigning this Reaſon for it, ** Thar it might be for a Memorial!“ 
one Children of ael, that no Stranger, or any that was not of Aaron's. 
oF Family, ſhould preſume to offer Incenſe before the Lord, leſt he died the 
Death of Corab and his Company. TEL 
So viſible a Puniſhment, one would think, might have been ſufficient to de- 
Wc; the //racites, and keep them within the Limits of due Obedience for tlie 
orie; but it affected them only for the preſent, for from this Judgment the 
ir Day they took occalion to mutiny afreſh, murmuring againſt Me/es and 
eren and charging them with the Murder of fo many Perſons. They well 
eig the unruly Nature of this obſtinate People, and fearing ro what de- 
Write of Madneis-and Violence they might have proceeded, took “ Sanctuar 
n the Tabernacle 3. where, as ſoon as they had enter'd, the Cloud cover'd it, 
Ind the Glory of the Lord appear'd; which was a ſure Token that the Lord 


| \ Fami..er, Except ſome of Chorab's Sons. broad Plates, and to cover the Altar with 
| | them; to the intent, that theſe Brazen Plates 
* Cenſers, The two hundred and fifty being poliſhed bright, might by their Luſtre 
princes had not offered any Incenſe, being pre- put the People in mind of the Offence of thoſe - 
by Death: However it may be preſumed that were once the Owners of them; and by 
bey had lighted their Incenſe .at the Ho- ſeeing them often, (as they muſt do every time 
e by which they obtained (at leaſt in they look's upon the Altar) they might be 


de Opinion of the People) a fort of Conſe» warn'd of the ſame Crime.- 


ation: The Lord therefore, to keep up Sanctuary. This ſhews to whom we 
Mong them the Reputation: and Eſteem of - ought to fly in any Perſecution or Diſtreſs; 


ng: devoted, would not have them put to pro- and that God is our only Retuge and Protecti- 


mane Uſes: And to make a Difference detween on. Whence the great Fruit and Advantage 
of Perſecution appears, that it compels us to 


Eecially thoſe of wicked Men) he. order'd : apply to him. | ; 
U bee Brazen Cenſers to be wrought into 


had 
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had ſomething to ſay to them. Immediately God called to Moſes and Arn 
and bid them be gone from the reſt of the Congregation, for he would q 
fame them in a Moment. They thereupon fell down, as they uſcd to f 
on ſuch Occaſions, to intercede for, the People; but, as early as they we, 
ſupplicating, Vengeance was before them; for the Lord, provoked by the 
repeated Rebellions, had already ſent a 5 Plague among them. Which % 

receiving, bid Aaron take a Cenſer, and put Fire in it from the Altar, 1 

ncenſe, and haſten to the Congregation to make an Atonement for they, 
Aaron did as. Moſes directed him, and ſtanding between the Dead and the I, 
ving, he pray'd for the People, and the Plague ceas'd, However, in thy 
ſhort ſpace of Time, that this Plague raged among them, there died fy. 
teen thouſand ſeven hundred Men, without reckoning thoſe who periſhed h 
the Sedition with Corab and his Company. Rep 

God having in ſo terrible a Manner declared againſt thoſe who opprisl | 

the Government of Moſes, and the Prieſthood of Aaron, to end all Conte 
and Diſputes amongſt the ambitious and aſpiring, reſolv'd by a convincing 
Miracle to put an end to the Controverſy, and eſtabliſh and confirm the Prief. 
| hood in the Family in which he had placed it. In Order to this, be com. 
-manded Moeſes to take a Rod from each Tribe, and to write upon it the 
Name of the Prince of that Tribe to which it belong'd; and on be Rod g 
the Tribe of Levi to write Aaron's Name; which when he had done, he my 
to lay up theſe twelve Rods in the Tabernacle, before the Ark of the Te. 
timony, where God: was to declare his Will farther to them. And to let then 
know that God would determine the Controverſy, and put an end to thei 
Murmurings, he would cauſe the Rod of that Man to bloſſom whom de would 
.Chooſe. '' : Hh „ 

Moſes purſues this Direction, and taking a Rod from the Prince of eic 
Tribe, wrote his Name upon it, and laid up all the Rods together in the I. 
bernacle. And the next Day he went in and brought forth all the Rods, and 
in the Preſence of all the People he gave each Man his Rod, which they four 
to be the ſame as they had celiver'd to Moſes over Night except Aaron's, wii 
had not only budded, but bloſſom'd, and bare ripe Almonds. This was 2 col. 
vincing Proof, that God had ſingled out Aaron to the Prieſtly Office. To 
Preſerve the Memory therefore of the Determination of this Controverly, i! 
Lord bid Maſes bring Aaron's Rod back again, and lay it before the Ark 


$ Plague. Commentators are generally fi- 


lent in their Opinion what this Plague was. 


Plague is a comprehenſive Term, as we ſee 
in the Plagues of Egypt, which are all called 
Plagues, tho' they were all different from 
each othet. We may reaſonably think that 
it was the Feſtilence or infectious Sickneſs ; and 
not Fite, as Cornel. 4 Lap. and Abulenſ. 
would have it, Who are the only Commenta- 


rauſis, ſignifying no more than Br eating fol 


conſumeth us. 


tors that pretend to define it. The Spetile 
gint likewiſe render it by a general Word 7% 


or Raging, Numb xvi. 46. and 50, [tl 
was a Peſtilence the Challee Paraphfale leet 
to hint in the Complaint of the 7/742) 
Numb. xvii. 12. Ve die by the Stood, b 
Earth fwalloweth us up, and the Pave 


che 
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ee rabernacle, to be kept for a Memorial of their Rebellion, and that ſee- 
oe it chey might forbear to murmur, and ſo prevent their Death. | 


and now they began to recollect their Deſerts, and the Cauſes of their 
Wp,.nihmnt; and fince God had in his own Houſe viſited them for their Sins, 
ey coumerate the“ ſeveral ways they had been puniſh'd, Behold, ſaid they, 
e die; we periſh; we are all loſt. And becauſe God had in the Taberna- 
e expreß'd his Diſpleaſure more than once in puniſhing them in an exem- 


W + Several. The Chaldee Text deſctibeth 


WE. in the Caſe of their daring to enter the 
Womiſci: Land contrary to Moſes's Advice, 
ben they were {lain by the Canaaites and 
i, The Earth ſwalloweth us up, as 
I Cate of Corab and his aſſociates. The 


ourteen thouſand ſeven hundred that died of it. 
| Remariable, As being mace of the 
Brazen Cenſers, which belonged to the Two 
undred and fiſty Princes that had joined Corah. 
6 The next, &c, The Hiſtory breaks off 
„ the ſeycnteenth Chapter of Numbers, and 
eins not again till the the twentieth. In 


df the Prieſts and Levites diſtinctly, with the 
Portions or Proviſions of Maintenance for 


W oitivn the Offerings of the People, the Meat- 
Pfernes, Sin- Offerings, Treſpaſs. Offerings, 
e- Offerings, Wave- Offerings, Firſt- 


mere to receive from the Levites, who re- 


beſe Tithes of Tithes, which the Priefts 
Vere to receive from the Leviter, were 


WP: Lord; as the Tithes chemſelves, which 


Fave-offering to the Lord before. So that 


Sc murmurings thus: We die by the Sword; 


WP -{tincc doth conſume us; as in the Caſe of the 


he eighteenth Chapter is ſet forth the charge 


ch, In which, among other Things, it is 
de obſerved, that the Prieſts had for their 


tuts, and T ithes of the Tithes, which they 
wd the Tithes from the People. And 


Mountain long enough, 
ohe ofter'd by the Levite:an Heave-Offering to 


e given to the Levites, were offer'd an 


de Tithes, as well thoſe from the Peo 
X X 


iy manner, they cried out, If we approach the Tabernacle we die; not 
W-deriog, that their own Iniquitics drew the Juiſtice of God upon them in 
place, for which he had order'd the Altar to be cover'd with | remark- 
Wb! ſhining Braſs, to put them in mind of their Obedience. | 

W 6 The next hiſtorical Matter we meet with, is the Hraelites being at Kadeſh 
ere Miriam (who was Siſter to Aaron and Moſes, and + elder than both) 
Wil, and was Buried there. In this Place the Hraelites, impatient of any In- 


ple to the Levites; as thoſe out of them from 
the Levites to the Prieſts, were by this Cere- 
mony of Heaving render'd as compleatly a 
Part of the Ceremonial Law, as the reſt of 
the Offerings under that Diſpenſation were 
The nineteenth Chapter of Numbers treateth 
of legal Pollutions and Uncleanneſſes, and of 
the Water of Separation or Purification, by 
which unclean Perſons were to be cleanſed, 
directing how it ſhould be made and uſed: 
Which Water was a lively Type of the Blood 
of Chriſt, who being himſelf perfectly clean, 
by ſprinkling cleanſeth the Unclean, 

By the Interpoſition of theſe Matters in 
theſe two Chapters, we miſs the Account how 
the Iyraelites came to Kadeſh again in the Wil- 
derneſs of Zin; where we find them in C5. 
xx. Only Moſes, briefly reciting ſome of 
their Frauds in Deut. ii. tells us, That atter 
they had been beaten by the Amaletites and 
Amorites, they turn'd-and took their Way in 
the Wilderneſs along the Red Sea, as God 
had commanded Moſes, Numb. xiv. 25. and 
compaſs'd Mount Seir many Days; (which 
both Tremiilius and our Bible in their 
Notes reckon eight and thirty Years) till at 
length the Lord faid, Ye haue compaji'd this 
turn ye Northward, 
Dent. ii, 3. mY | 

4 Elder. That ſhe was elder than Maſes ap- 
pears from Exod. ii 4. where ſheis ſaid to be left 
to watch him when he was expoſed in the 
Ark of Ruſhes. = 


22 conveniency, 
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conveniency, for want of Water began (as uſually) to exciaim againſt % 
and Auron; ſaying, © Why have ye brought the Lord's People into the Wi. 
* derneſs to kill them, and their Cattle? Why did you perſuade us to Jew 
de the fertile Land of Egypt to bring us into this barren Place, which afford 
neither Water to quench our "Thirſt, nor Fruits to ſatisfy our Hunger! 
e Would to God we had periſhed with our Brethren before the Lord,” 3% 
and Aaron in theſe Difficulties, as before, addreſs themſelves to God bor kelp; 
who bids Moſes take the Rod, and that he and Aaron ſhould aſſemble the Prop, 
and then, ſaid the Lord, Speak ye to the Rock in their Sight, and it ſhy! 


„yield Water for them.” 


Maſes hereupon taking the || Rod from bg, 


the Lord, went, and with Aaron's Aſſiſtance aſſembled the People together he. 
fore the Lord. Mofes hitherto had paid an exact and abſolute Obe stience 9 
all the Commands God had injoin'd him; but now in deviating from his 1, 


ſtructions, tho? ſeemingly 


but a little, he committed the greateſt Miſcerrizes 


of his whole Life; tor he was bid to ſpeak to the Rock before the Prof; 
but inſtead of doing it, he ſpeaks to the I eople, faymg, * Hear now, ye Re. 


© bels! 
only 


expreſs'd Impatience and Heat of 
of what God had poſitively promiſed. 


Muſt we fetch Water for you out of the Rock? ““ In which hs wy 
1 5 5 but Incredulity, making a donn 


t is certain he difobey*d God in thi; 


tor he“ ſmote the Rock twice with the Rod, and immediately there ified oy 


| Rod. The Text does not expreſly tell us, 


whether of the Rods this was; that with which 


he did ſo many Miracles in Eg pt formerly, or 


that by which they were fo lately reclaimed 
from a Rebellion: It ſeems moſt likeiy tobe 
the latter ; becauſe in Numb. xx 9. it is called 
» the Rod [rom before the Lord, and which yet 
bore a Miracle upon it, the Buds and Al- 
monds. But be it which of them we will 
imagine, the Deſign of the Lord's bidding Mo- 
ſes to take the Rod was, that the People, at the 
Sight of it, might ſee their Error, repent, and 
8 that nothing was too hard for their 
Od. 5 
 ® Smate, If it ſhould be alledg'd in Favour of 
Aoſes, that when he was ſent to the Rock be- 
fore, Exod. xvii, 5, 6, he was bid to take his 


Rad in his Hand, and ſmite the Rock, that the- 
Waters might come forth; and that from. 


thence he might infer, he was alſo now to ſmite 
the Rock with his Rod: It may be ſaid, that 


7 228 he then follow'd his Inſtructions, ſo he was 


to have done here. He ſmote the Rock then 
becauſe he was bid; but he did not ſpeak to 
it becauſe he was not bid : So now he ſhould 


' ſend them Water. 


Water 


have ſpoken to it, becauſe he was bid; and nit 
have ſmitten it becauſe he was not bid. Tho! 
Expoſitors, who ſeem moſt to excuſe thy 
Diffidence of Moſes, impute it to hs great 
Age, (old Age being naturally prone to Cho 
ler and impatience) and that he being provok- 
ed at this freſh Murmuring in Diffidence [truck 
the Rock; not that he doubted of the Powe 


of God, or. his Faithfulneſs in Performing h 


Promiſe of producing Water out of i: ; (for in 
his and Aaroz's Speech. to the People, be tos 
them with Incredulity ;) but be queſtion 
whether God would think fo rebeluous 20 


incredulous a People worthy of a Mirz, 


who had lighted and ſo ſoon forgotten itt 
many and late Deliverances they had received 
from his bountiful Hand, that never yet (ail 
to relieve them in any Diſtreſs ;. or whette! 
God, fo juſtly provoked, had promis d rr 
cally, or /arcaflically, or conditiona!ly, that if tit 
Iſraelites would ceaſe to murmut, he wu 
And that therefore [t 
ſtruck the Rock with Diffidence, b+leving ! 
impoſſible or improbable, that ſuch increduious 


Wretches delery'd a Miracle. Bui thele ut 


Wels 
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er in great Plenty; by which we may ſee, God would not loſe the Ho- 
WE... of his Miracle for his Servant's 
o the Rock. But to ſhew, he expected an intire Obedience to his Com- 
Ss... cho' Moſes had been his faithful Servant in performing all his Inſtruc- 


Fault, but cauſed the Water to flow 


Jas before, yer now for the Breach of his Obedience he denounces to Maſes 
a en (who was in the fame Tranſgrefſion with him) their Doom in 
Wt. Words; “ Becauſe ye believ'd me not, to & ſanctify me in the Sight of the 


cb lären of Vrael, therefore you ſhall not have the Honour of leading the Peo- 
peine the {| Land which I have given them.“ From this unhappy Accident, 
WS. cc was called Meribub, which ſignifies, The Water of Contradiction. 

%%, being thus reprimanded humbly ſubmits, but continued in bis Com- 
Wn and Care of the People; and intending to decamp, that he might ſe- 
Ws: th:ir march from Kadeſb, he ſent an Embaſly to the Kirg of Adem, 


bon whoſe Borders they now were) to inform him of the Travels and La- 


et the Vraelites; defiring leave to paſs thro* his Country, on account. 
WW: they were both deſcended from //aac and Rebecca; afluring him that they 
od commit no Acts of Hoſtility, nor treſpaſs in his Fields or Vineyards, 
Wor {© much as drink of his Water, without paying for it, but only travel. 
the King's Highway. The ſur'y Edomite not only refus'd them Paſſage, 


ina potent Army came out to defend his Frontiers, and appoſe the. 


Wis, ſhould they attempt to paſs. 


They therefore turn'd another way, 


Wd marching trom Kadeh came to Mount Hor, near the Borders of Edom ,. 


1 


n abſolute Sovereign, and expects an ap- 
3 ute Obedience: to his Commands. Nor 
de alow even his Favoutits Servant 


W's wn Conceptions with it unpun- 
. | 


* % That is; you ſhould ſhew 
wi Em init] am holy, omnipotent, merciful 
+} Id (tue ; and that I can and would per- 
' pin my promiſe to this wicked and ungrate- 
n | People, as ye know, and ought to re- 
* eber I have often dofle. | 


Wei: Corjeftures and Suppoſitions; for God 


„% to vary from his Command, or 


Wn! now the time drawing near, that the Children of //rae/ were to enter 
Wc promiſed Land, into which the Lord had told Aaron he ſhould not enter, 
Wc: of his Tranſgreſſhon at Miribab, God gave Aaron Notice of his ap- 
WT 0iching, Death, and commanded Moſes to take Aaron and Eleazer his Son, 
10 ſucceed him in the Office of. High-Prieſt, to the Mount, there 
WD rip Karon ot his Prieſtly Garments, and put them upon Eleazer his Son. 
ch when Moeſes had done, Aaron died on the top of Mount Hor, being 
bendred twenty and three Years old. And when the People ſaw that Aaron 
dead, they bewailed bim thirty Days. 5 


Land. This was the very Land of C. 


an on the other fide of Jordan; for Moſes - 


did afterwards enter the promiſed Land on 
this ſide ot Jordan; when he took the King- 
doms of Sthon and Og, which he gave to the- 
Tribes: of Reuben and Gad, and to the half 
Tribe of Manaſſeh. This was a fore Mor- 
tification to Maſes not to ſee the promiſed 
Canaan, being thereby fruſtrated of the Fruit 
of his long and troublefome Conduct. By 
which we ought to learn to die to the World. 
and our ſelves, and. live only to God. 
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It was the beginning of the fifth Month of tlie, fortieth Year of their Tir 
vels from Egypt, when they were upon the Borders of Canaan; and 4,4 4 
of the Kings of Canaan, that dwelt in the South, hearing which way they a. 
went out and fought them, and took ſome of them Prifoners. This Der 
brought them to a Senſe of their Duty; and knowing they were non 50 
the Borders of the promiſed Land, they made a Vow to the Lord, pom. 
ſing that if he would deliver this People into their Hands, they would Utter 
deſtroy their Cities. God takes them at their Word, and gave them {1c} Sue, 
ceſs, that at © Hormab they engaged theſe Canaanites and defcated chem, toi 
their Cities and utterly deſtroyed them. | | | 

Fluſh*d with this Victory they diſlodged from Mount Hor, ani took tha 
way by the Red-Sea, marching round Edom, thro* which they had been“ g. 

nied Paſſage, and forbidden to || force their way. And becauſe che Wa w 
long, the Paſſes uneaſy, and the Country barren, they, forgetting their t 
Succeſs, and reflecting only on the preſent Diſcouragements, relapſe into the 
old Humour of murmuring, complaining directly againſt God and Man; 
„ Wherefore, ſay they, have ye brought us up out oft Egypt, to -die in th 
_* Wilderneſs, where there is neither Meat, nor Drink, but this ** My 
* which our Stomachs loath.” God ſeeing them thus forgetful of the may 
and repeated Acts of his Providence, puniſhes this bold Impiety cf their, by 
ſending $ fiery Serpents amongſt them, which deſtroy'd a great Number of the 
Rebels. This Puniſhment brought the reſt to their Senſes, who flying t in 
jur'd Meſes acknowledge their Guilt, and cry for Mercy ; Who, tho' be hl 
lately incurred the Diipleaſure of the Lord on their Account, in Pity to thi 
Diſtreſs addreſſes himſelf in Prayer to God for them; who did not imme. 
ately take away the Serpents, but leaving them to be a farther Scourge, and 
make them more ſenſible of their Tranſgreſſion, provided a Remedy to pr: 
vent their Death, and heal their Hurts; for he order*d Moſes to make a 7+ vr 

peat of a fiery Colour, and to ſet it up on a high Pole, that the Pecpt, 


3 


+ Hormah. See Judges i. 17. This ſeems 
to. be the ſame Place to which the Amale- 
#ites had beaten and chaſed the Iſraelites about 
eight and thirty Vears before, Numb. xiv. 45. 

Danied. See Numb. xx. 18. 21. 

Force. See Deut. ii. 5. 

* Manna. This is the ſame Complaint 
which they made befote. See Numb. xi. 6. 
S8 & Fiery, Theſe Serpents wereynot ſo by 

Nature, but by the Effect of their Biteing, 
Which cauſed a great Inflamation or Burning 
an all thoſe that were bitten by them. 
++ Serpent. The Brazen Serpent (a ſig- 

nificant Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
being lifted up as an En/ign for the Nations, Iſa. 


xi. 12. gives Life and dalyation to all them, 


* 


that in true Faith look up to him) temat 
among the Jews above 700 Years, to li 
Time of Hezeliah King of Judah; who n 
a holy Zeal, purſuant to God's Command 
Ezra xxiii, 24. Deut. vii. 5. removing tt 
high Places breaking the Images, au c 
down Groves, brake alſo in Pieccs this 5% 
Zen Serpant among the reſt ; (ch H 
the expreſs Command of God had made, 
and was ſo valuable a Piece of Antiquiy) 
becauſe be found the People had for a U 
time committed Idolatry, in burnin Ince 
to it. And to put a Contempt upon it, ® 
called it Nehuſbtan, a Piece of Brass on}: 
Kings XViil, 4. 


wid 
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o were bitten by the fiery Serpents, might by looking up to it be reco- 
ered. Moſes accordingly made the Form of a Serpent in Braſs, and ſet it 
N p as 2 Banner; and whoever afterwards was bitten by a Serpent, if he look'd: 
6 that Brazen Serpent, recovered. : 
_ The Vaelites at this time were at Phanon, whither they were come from 
Wc. mn, their firſt Camp, after they remov*'d from about Mount Hor. From 
baron they went and incamped at Oboth, and thence to Feabarim, in the De- 
ert, that is before Moab to the Eaſtward. Decamping from thence they came 
o Zared, and afterwards incamped by the River of Aaron, which is in the 
ccert, and runs to the Frontiers of the Amorites; for it divides them from 
e Moabites, They held on their March, and at length came into the Plains 
W ab, on the Banks of Jordan, oppoſite to Fericho, to the Top of Pi/-- 
b. From hence Moſes ſent Ambaſiadors to Sihon King of the Amorites, to 
demand a Paſſage thro* his Country, promiſing not to break into the Fields 
Wor Vineyards, nor to drink of the Water, but only to march along the High-- 
Way, till they were paſt his Country. The Amorite Prince, not thinking it. 
ae to receive ſo numerous and unſettled a People into the Heart of his 
Window, poſitively denied them Paſſage ; and thinking it better Policy to 
lack than be attack'd, gathering what Force he could; marches out to give 


oc Battle at Jabaz, where J/rael routed him, and ſeiz d his Country. They 
: WW! ::owiſe took Heſebon, and the Villages about it, which Sihbon had before ta- 
„ea from the Moabites z; and being thus poſſeſs'd of the: Amorites Land, they 
en there. After this Moſes ſent out Forces to diſcover Faxar, another City 


Wot the Amorites, which they took with a:l its Territories, and drove out the 
People that dwelt there. Then turning another Way they marched towards 
alan, where the | Giant Og, another Amorite King, reigned. This monſ-- 
Wtrous Prince, with his Gigantick Troops, drew out to give the Vraelites Bat- 
ie. But leſt they ſhould be diſcouraged at the Sight of this formidable Army, 
vo exceeded the common Size of Nature, Moſes by the Command of God 
bid them fear nothing, for he had delivered chem into their Hands, and they. 
Wſhould make as eaſy a Conqueſt over them, as they did over Sibon King of 
the Amorites, Iſtael thus incouraged join'd Battle, and flew King Og and his. 


lj 
„ ons, and all his People. They alſo took all bis Cities, threeſcore in Num- 
0 ber, all fenced with high Walls, Gates and Bars, beſides open Towns and 


ages a great many; deſtroy ing utterly the Inhabitants, but keeping all 
uw Cattle, and the Spoil of thoſe Cities, for a. Prey to themſelves, as 


| | Giant; The Deſcription of this Gigantick- ing the common Cubit, containing half a 
, bo was the laſt of the Race of the Yard, or one Foot and a half Englih. Mea- 
Cunts, we have in Deut. iii. 11, Sc. whoſe ſure, if reduced to Yards or Feet, will make 
ure ve may gueſs at by the Size of the four Vards and a half, or thirteen Fee: and 
ed, wh.ch being made of Iron for Strength,. a halt for the Length, and two Yards, or- 
dle Cubits in length, and four Cubits in fix Feet, for the. Breadth of the Bed, 
cd, alter the Cubit of a Man, which be | | 
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they had. done before in the F Caſe of Sibon, the other Amorit: 
Incourag'd with theſe Succeſſes, the /ſraelites march to the Plains of 1, 
and incamp on this fide- Jordan by Jericho. The approach of thee „d 
ous Strangers ſtrikes a Terror wherever. they come, and the Fame of thei 
late Sucteſs againſt the Amorites, put the King of Moab and his People h 
a. terrible 4 Conſternation. Balak the King knowing himſelf too weak to h. 
Sage the mighty Force of Hrael, adviſed with the Chiefs of '* Midias, u 
whom he propoſed the common Danger of theſe: Invaders; the Reſult of the, 
Confulation was this; King Balak ſhould ſend Meſſengers to | Balgan ge 
Son of Beor, who lived at Pethor, a City in Meſopotamia, to invite and hit 
him to curſe the 1/razlites ; for they had ſo great an Opinion of his $1 
and Power in Divination, that they thought he could curſe or bleſs us he ple, 
ed. By general Conſent, therefore they depute a ſelect Number of their cg 
Men with Preſents to invite him to go with them to Balat, Whey thy 
Iv came to him, and had deliver'd their Meſſage from the King, he defired then 
is to tarry with him that Night, for he could give them no Anlwer till he hy 
conſulted the Lord. 54, VVV 
Sod, who knew the ſordid Mind of Balaam, to try how he would repre 
ſent the Matter, aſk'd him, What Men they were, that were ich him! 
They are ſome, /aid he, whom the King of Moab hath ſent to me, tos | 


Ki 


* 


& Cale, See Deut. ili. 4, 5, 6, 7. and fo 
they were commanded, Deut. xx. where the 
Fecial Laws or Laws of War and Heraldry, 
are ſet down: By which they were required Lord your God, So that this Severity (tem) 
upon their Approach to any City, to. offer to be a kind of Self. Defence; 2 Deiiroy vs 
Peace Firſt ; which if the Inhabitants accepted, their Enemies, who were [dolaters, left thy 


of Deut. xx. That they teach ton nit in 44. 
ter their Abominations, which thr; have n 
unto their Gods, ſoa ſhould ye Gn gain th 
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and ſurrender'd to them, they ſhould only. 


make them Tributaties. But if they refuſed 


Peace, and put them to beſiege and ftorm the 


Place they ſhould, when they had taken it, put 


all the Men to the Sword; but might keep 


the Women and Children, with the Cattle 
and other Spoil for themſelves. Theſe were 
their Tnftruftions for the Cities of remoter 
Countries; but for the Cities of thoſe neigh- 
bouring Peopla, which the Lord had given 
them for an Inheritance, as particularly the 
Fiittites and Amorites, the Cananites and Pe- 


rixxites, the Hivites and Jebuſites, they were 


to ſave none alive, but utterly to deſtroy all 
the Men Women and Children. Now 3s this 


Execution was a Type of the ſpiritual War- 


fare againſt the Souls Enemies; ot which none, 
old or young, great or ſmall, are to be ſpar- 
ed, or ſaved alive, ſo the political Reaſon of 
this martial Severity is given in the 18th Verſe 
| * 


ſhould tempt and draw the [/razlires to det 
which would provoke the Lord to deſte 
them. oo 
+ Conſternation. If the Maoabite. tid 
kno» n the Protection they were under, hey 
needed not to have been afraid; for if they would 
have been quiet, they were particularly ce 
ed from the Sword of reel, Deut. 
* Midian. The Midianite; were Nets 
»bours and Confederates with the eat, 
therefore Balak repreſents to them the Dun 
ger, and asks their Advice and Ailt'tance. 
| Balaam. Several Fathers tcptelen! 5: 
laam as a Wizard, and Prophet of the Dei 
but by the-free Acceſs he had to d, pill 
cularly Numb. xxiv. 13. and xxii. 8. he W 
not a prophet of the Devil; tho it Plat 
from the Holy Text he was covetous, 2% 
St. Peter's Epiſt, 2. Ch. v. 15. la), Hl 
loved the ages of UDurigbtecuſr . 4 


—— 


« * 
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de know, that there is a People come out of Egypt, which cover the Face 
of the Earth; and to deſite me to come to him, and Curſe them, in hopes 
that he then may be able to overcome them, and drive them away.“ But 
cod ſaid to him, Thou ſhalt not go with them nor curſe that People, for 
Wc they are bleſſed.“ Balaam, not daring to diſobey the Command of the Lord, 
ot up in the Morning, and diſmiſſing the Meſſengers ſaid, “ Re gone to your 
wou Country 3 for the Lord refuſ:th to give me Leave to go with you.“ 
WT 1cy return to the King, but miſreport Balaam's Anſwer y for inſtead of tel- 
E ling him, that God had refuſed to let him come, they tell him, that Balaam 
eluſed to come. Whereupon Palak falſly ſuggeſting to himſelf, that either 


e Number and Quality of bis Meſſengers did not anſwer Balaam's Ambition; 
er the Value of the Preſents his Covetouſnels, reſolves to gratify both; and 
; WE: :crcfore be immediately diſpatches away Meſſengers of more honourable Rank, 
id with larger Propoſals. «+ Let nothing, /aid he, hinder thee from coming 
do me; for I will promote thee to very great Honour, and give thee what- 


We ocver thou wilt «ſk, if thou wilt come and curſe this People. 

o' Balaam had received an expreſs Command from the Mouth of God, 
either to go, nor curſe rael; yet he did not diſapprove of the Offer, only 
Din the Meſſengers. If Bala would give me. his Houſe full of Silver and 
Gold, I cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord my God.” But to ſhew 
Wis wicked Inclination to the -promiſed Reward, he fawningly intreats the Meſ- 
Fiengers to tacry all Night with him, that he might know what the Lord 


laſure left hinge his + own Will, He had poſitively at firſt told him bis 
Wind, and it was he higheſt Diſobedience and Preſumption to pretend or of- 


rat the reverſing Ff it, by a farther Application. However, blinded with 


W's Obitinacy leaves him to himſelf, and tells him, ** If the Men come to 
all thee, § riſe and go with them; but what I ſhall ſay to thee, that only 


tl * ſhalt thou do. | | EN 

he | Notwithſtanding this Permiſſion to go, God was reſolv'd ro make Balaam 
able of his Ditpleaſure, Upon this Conceſſion he got up in the Morning 
Nie | | | a 


+t Own Pill. Thus God dealt with the God's immediate Commands and Inſtructions. 


| Government, would needs havea King, that Interpreters is look'd upon, pot as a Com- 
ey might be like other Nations. 1 Sam. mand but a Permiſſion ; and ſeems ironically 


Br .). He anſwered their Deſire ; but he di ſpoken; as if God had faid, Since thou 
ol Is bis Anger, Hoſea xiii. 11. And at other “ art ſo eager to go, though thou knoweſt 
jill mes, when they would not hearken unto “ it is againſt my mind, take thy own Courſe; 
gy s he gave them up to their own Hearts „ Go if thou wilt. But yet thou ſhalt not 
* . and let them walk in their own Coun- „ gain thy End; thou ſhalt go with this Re- 
"nd 4 „ Hſalm. xvlii. 11, 12. From whence we * ſtriction on thy will, thou ſhalt ſay no- 
Meri obicrve how unfit we are to chooſe « thing but what I ſhall ditect thee. 

ber oviſelves ; eipecially in Oppoſizion to | Ds 

1 and 


WE would ſay farther, to him. This was tempting God; who therefore in Diſ- 


WL Covetouſne is and Pride, he again addreſſed himſelf to God; who provok'd at 


liraelites afterwards, when they rejecting his Kiſe, Sc. This by the Conſent of the 
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and went with the Princes of Moab; but as he was on the Road, the Arg 
of the Lord ſtood on the Way with a drawn Sword in his Hand. Balg, 
Mind was fo taken up with the Expectation of the Advantage he ſhould mak, 


os 
4 


5 


of this Expedition, that he thinks of nothing elſe; but it pleaſed God ty nin 

the Aſs, on which Balaam rode, ſuch Quicknefs of Sight, that ſhe both f. 
the Angel and fhiun*d him, by turning out of the Road into the Field. ;, 
laam for this beats the Aſs, and ſtruggling to put the Beaſt into the W. 
the Angel ſtood in another narrow Way between two Walls, which incl; 
ſome Vineyards, The Aſs, ſeeing the Angel, clung up to the Wall, ,,, 
cruſh'd Balaam's Foot. This ſo incens'd him, that he beat her again. py, 
when the Angel went farther, and ſtood in a narrow Place, where the 30 
could' not turn, ſhe fell down under him. For this Balaam was in a grey 
Paſſion” then before, beating her with his Staff. But God, to rebuke the W. 
fulneſs of the Prophet, miraculouſty open'd the Mouth of the Afts, and h. 
 faid to him, What have I done to thee, that thou ſhouldeſt bear me (1 
three times? Becauſe, /#i4' be, thou haſt deſerved it in mock ing ne; U 
Ja Sword in my Hand 1 would kill thee;”* The Ass reply'd,. Amy; 
I thine Aſs, upon which thou haſt been us'd to ride, ever ſince I was thin; 
© did I ever ſerve thee ſo before? He anſwer'd, No. The Unuſual 
of this Accident, one would think, might have been an Admonition to Bale 
to let him know, there was ſomething more than common in the Alz's pe. 
ing; but his Reſentment againſt the Aſs for bruifing his Foot and throwing 
him, and ſtopping him thus upon the Road, when he was in haſt to be macs 
rich and great, had ſo blmded him, that he thought nothing of it, til! Go 

himſelf opened his Eyes, and let him fee the Angel flanding'im the Way 1) 
his Sword drawn in his Hand; at the Sight of Which he/bowed himie!! coy, 
and fell on his Face. The Angel expoſtulates with him, tells him bis Unde: 

taking was perverſe, in attempting to go againſt the expreſs Command of Cod, 

and that therefore he was come to ſtop him; and but for. his Afs, Which f. 

had ſo barbarouſly abuſed. he had flain him. 5 

© Balaam convicted with this juſt Reproach confeſſes his Sin, and ta. 
offered to turn back, if his Journey difpleaſed the Lord. But this g nerc:! 
not have ſaid for he knew well enough, that his Undertaking from ts ©: 

diſpleaſed God, becauſe at his firſt Addrels be was forbidden by him to g 
However, the Lord reſolved out of this Man's wicked Inclination to 7a! 
ſome Advantage; and therefore ſince he was gone fo far, he would not be 
bim back, but make him, who was hired to curſe, be the Inſtrument of pc 

nduncing a Bleſſing on his People. Having thus chaſtiſed Balaam on the ay, 
he ſuffered him to go on, but with this Charge, that he ſhould oni) ſpeak 

„hat God fhould-rell hũ mmm. ³! 

Balaam thus diſmiſs'd went on his Journey with the Princes of Mcab; ard 
when Balak underſtood that Balaam was coming, that he might the fore 09- 
lige him by perſonal Civilities, he came out to meet him, himſclt rece"'s 
him upon the Confines of his Dominions. At their meeting che King Sy 
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oel manner blamed Balaam for refuſing to come to him upon his firſt 
ag, ſince it was in his Power to advance him: But Balaam, to excuſe 
iet, ut him know what Reſtraint the Lord had laid upon him. Then 
WE. raining him publickly with his Princes and great Men that Day, the next 
WD: bc brought him up into the“ High Places of Baal, that from thence he 
ert ſtceke a View of the Camp of ral. Whilſt they were here, the Pro- 
r (irs the King to order + ſeven Altars to be erected for him chere; and 
in Oten with ſeven Rams to be prepared. Which being done, they both 
her offered an Ox and a Ram upon each Altar. Then leaving Balak 
ea by his Burnt-Offering Balaam withdrew to conſult the Lord, who 
es ind inſtructs him what to ſay; and returning to Balak, whom he found 
ira at the Altar, and the Princes of Moab with him, he thus addreſs'd 
it to them: “ Thou haſt cauſed me, O King, to come from & Aram, 
dot of the Mountains of the Eaſt, to'curſe the Family of Facob, and bid 
W 1: fiance to I/rael, But how ſhall I cwiſe thoſe, whom. God hath not 
used? and how ſhall I defy thoſe, whom the Lord hath not defied ? 
Tom the top of the Rocks I ſee their Protector, and from the Hills I 
old him. Behold, this People ſhall be ſeparated to God, and diſtin- 
id from all other People in Religion, Laws, and courſe of Lite; the 
all not be reckon'd among the Nations.“ Then ſetting forth the Prof 
asd Increaſe of Jſrael, he wiſh'd that his Lot might be with them 
ie and Death. 1 
boat was offended at this Aniwer, and in a paſſionate Haſte aſks, ** What 
S + thou done? I ſent for thee co curſe my Enemies, and thou haſt bleſ-. 
dad chem.“ Balgam ** excuſed himſelf by the Neceſſity of his Inſtructions, 
om which at this time it was not in his Power to deviate. However 
not diſcouraged, from the Change of the Place, he hopes a Change 
W forcune, or. better Succeſs; and therefore raking Balaam into the Field of 
beim to the Top of Piſgah, he tries whether he can curſe from thence, 
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H Places, The Scriptures calls High, pears in Lev. iv. 6. where the Prieft is faid 
Who's Zminencies and Groves which the idola- to ſprinkle the Blood of”. the Bullock ſeven 


e they in a brutiſh and lacivious Manner, 
he'd themſelves, CELLS 


a tobe in thoſe High Places, others the 
ae. As the Word Baal, it is ſometimes 
prover Name (as here in this Place, ſome- 
"5 i! 13 the common Name of Idols: Thus 
Phenitions called their God Baal. The 


2 


been. The Number Seven was eſteem- 
acred among the 1/raelites, (from whom 
band Ba/agm might have learnt it) as ap- 


Pos Nations conſecrated to their Gods, and 


aal. Some will have the Temple of 


WW” lions theirs Bell, or Belus; which is the 


2 2 23 


times before the Veil of the Sanctuary. 


$ Aram. The ſame as Meſapotamia, which 


the Hebrews call Aram Naharaim. 

** FExars'd, From Balaam's Excuſe, 
Numb. xxiii. 1 2. ſome interpret, as if he would 
have curfed the 1fraeltes, if he could And 


indeed if we confider what Moſes told the 
Iſraelites, Deut. xxiii. 5. Nevertheleſs, the Lord 


thy God oui not hear ten unto Balaam, but 
turned the Curſe into a Bleſing to thee, we 
may well conclude, that Baiaam did earneſt- 
ly labour with God by Perſuaſion or Intreaty 


to have had Liberty to have curſed the Chi- 
Balaum, 


dren of Iſrael. 


170 | 


what the Lord had 1 


« King is in him. God hath brou 


40 


Hie does, r. Theſe Words in Numb, 


xx. 21. ate render'd thus: He bath ſeen ns 
Fatquity in Jacob, nor Tranjgreſſtan in Iſtael. 
W hich cannot be the true Senſe of the Place, 
for they give oecaſion to Libertines to imagine 
that God looks with indifference on the Sins 


of Men, when they are thus renJer' d Others 
think that he overlooks and winks at the Sins 


ot his own People; and the moft Judicious 
and Pious are puzzeled what to make of them, 
as appears from the various Explication which 


je given them. Some think that by Iniquity, 


Se Balacm underſtands Idols, which the He- 


brew, - often call Vanity, Iniquity, Falſhood- 


and Perrerſeneſs, But this Senſe can have no 
Place here; becauſe God had not only ſeen J- 
dols among the Hraelitss, but bad alſo moſt 
ſeverely puniſhed them for having tem, E xod. 
xxxii. 9. Heut. ix. 13 Otheis chink they 
ſmuiſy great. and heinous Crimes, which a- 
bounded among the Heathens, and were not 


to be found amon the /{rae/ites. But neither 


ia this true, fer God' upbraids them frequent- 
ty with the greateſt Enormit.es, and then leaſt 


Fault were: ſo mach the mere heincus, be- 


cauſe they were h Pape of God. In fine, 


mme fancy that tis ſaid, he doth not behold 
- ther Iniguity and Perverteneſs, becaute he had 
pardoned: them, as it be had never ſeen them. 
Aut. the® are. wide of the Meaning. We 


A Conipleat HISTORT 


* Balaam, who was willing to pleaſe him, had ſeven Altars there, and à gy, 
lock and a Ram offered on each. Then withdrawing again, as before, 
ſult the Lord, he received freſh Inſtructions, Balak now began to underſtand 
the Interview betweeen the Lord and Balaam, and v 
and bis Attendants, who' were big with expectation of the Reſult; demargy 
poken? Upon which Balaam, to beſpeak the greater g. 

tention and Regard io what he ſhould ſay, began thus. Conſider, O Bld, 
thou Son. of Zippor, conſider, that God, who hath already bleſſed % 
and forbidden me to curfe them, is not like Man, that he ſhould reno, 
„his Promife, or repent of what he does. Hath he promiſed, and ſhijl |; 
not perform? Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Brjyg 
© have received Commiſſion to bleſs, and he hath blefled, and I cangy 
+. reverſe ir. | He does not approve of Afflictions or Outrages agun| 
the Poſterity of Jacob, nor of Vexation or Trouble againſt the Pulirny 
of Ifracl, The Lord his God is with him, and the * Shout of 
ght him, out of Egypt; he hath, as y 
were, the Strength of an + Unicorn. Surely no lachantment car 


are render d, behold and ſeen, don't only fm 


Book I 


to COR. 


pon his Return to hin 


*« vat 
muſt therefore obſerve with Gatater, and t: 
veral others, that the Hebrew Words which 


fy a bare fight of Things, (for in this dent 
God fees the greateſt: Crimes, as well 2 tl 
beſt Actions) but alſo ſeeing them wiih 47 
probation. Thus *tis ſaid, That Cod !17keth n 
the Contrite, and is of purer Eyes than that 't 
can behold Evil, Iſa. Ixvi 2. Hab. l. 
That is, that he approveth the Contiite, bu 


cannot approve Sin. We muſt |kew.ſe ch c 
ferve that the Hebrew Particle Be, wid Wc 
we tranſlate in, frequently {i.nits “. 


gainft, as Exod. xx. 16,—ag aint thy Net 
bour. . And Numb, xii 1 - cg Vos, 
fo likewiſe in feveral other Places. We mul 
yet further remark, that the Words wh 
are tranſlated Iniquity and Perverſnefs, do , 
ten ſignify an Outrage and Vexation, of . 
faction and Trouble. The Text ther (hu 
be render'd, He dis not approve lim“, 
Outrages agninf! the Poſterity of J icob. nr of 
Vexation or Trouble againſt the Potlerity of l 
el. This is very agterable to all tat 64/10 
faid and dd cn this Occaſion, and Hops Ut 
Mouths of Libertines and Enthujia/'s. 

* Shout. So Jerome, Arias Montanus, Tit 
millius and Junius turn it. Tat is, the l. 
umph of a King victorious over bis Enemies 

Unicorn. This Animal (general) wor 
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E ; yail againſt Facob. nor any Divination againſt J/raet, So that conſidering 
„bat God ſoall work this Time for the Deliverance of his People, all the 


World ſhall, wonder and ſay, What hach God wrought ! Who hath. put 
bis People out of the Reach of Fraud or Force, and turned the intended 
WW. Curſe into a Bleſbng. And to ſhew their future Strength and Succeſs, the 
people ſhall riſe up as a great Lion, and lift up themſelves as ayoung Lion; 


4 > 


Wh: (hey ſhall not lie down until they eat of the Prey, and drink of the Blood 
oc the Slain,” This was ſuch a Mortification to Balak, that he ſi ences Ba- 
Wn, torbidding him either to Curſe or bleſs, But his Eagerneſs to ha ve Jjraet 
WE cd, made him change his Mind; for he calls for Balaam, and intreats him 
oy another Place, in hopes God would permit him to curſe ael. Here- 
bon Salaam followed Balak to the Top uf Mount Peor, a Hill that look'd 
WE irs the Wilderneſs. Whatſoever Ground Balak might have for his Hopes, 
WE. co tain Balaam knew the poſitive Will of God in this Caſe was to bleſs 
WW: rot to cuiſc; and this be had d-clared to be irreverſible, when he told. 
=, God was not like fickle Man: Yet ſtimulated with the blind Deſire of 
ard, he contents to Balak to tempt the Lord afreſh ;. for he there eret-. 
a Altars, and laid ſeven Sacrifices thereon. But having in vain tried 
Aft of + Divination, and ſeeing that God was reſolved to continue 
og Vael, without withdrawing, as before (under Pretence to conſult the 
oc locking on the Camp of J/rae!, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
a, and he cried out. in an Extaſy, How good are thy Tents, O Jacob, 
and thy Tabernacles, O Iſrael!” Then by ſignificant Metaphors he fore- 
Wold the Extent, Fertility and Strength of Jracl, and that thoſe that bleſſed 
en {hovld be blefled, and thoſe that curſed them ſhould be curſed. 
leb inrag'd to ſee that Balaam, whom he had called to curſe the Peo- 
Wc of Val, had bleſſed them three ſeveral Times, and “ ſmiting his Hands 
Wozether, upbraided Balaam with having deceived him, in bleſſing thoſe, whom 
ewas ſent for to curſe, Then being no longer able to reſlrain-his Rage, 
Wie bid him haſte and be gone; For, I thought (ſaid he) to have promoted 
tber to great Tlonour, if thou hadſt anſwer'd my Deſign in curſing, ae; 
bot the Lord hath hindered thy Preferment.” Palaam had recourſe to 
od Excute, that he could not exceed the Commands of the Lord, but muſt 
Nek what he put into his Mouth: And tho' he was willing to gratiſy the 
Nie of Moab in ſome ſort, and perhaps (conſidering his covetous Temper) 
Wo tile himſelf to ſome Reward, he offer'd to & advertiſe him now at parting, 


Wc to be the Rhinocerss ) is frequently us'd to to bis Mouth; hut now having laid aſide his 
I eh extraordinary Strength ; as here, Numb. It chmiments, the Spirit of God came upon 
. Fal. xx x. 6. Fob xxxix 12. Deu. him. 8 e 
xi 17. Pjal. xx1i 21 and xcii. 11, Ee. * Smiting, &r. This was a geit Token 
Divinati n. See Numb. xxiv. 1. ol Diſpleature, as ſmiting the Breaſt was uf Sor: 
| Spirit In Numb. xxii. it is obſervable, row. PR RE 
Pat whiie Balaam us'd his Art of Divination © Adv tile, See Numb. xxiv. 14. But thit” 
* Inchantment, he had only a Word put in- was in Revenge, is plain from the next Note. 
henginns what 


* 


172 


who protected them. 


lay with her. 


FS Inſtructs. After Balaam had given Balak 
what Hints he could concerning the Ruin of 
bis People by the /raelitzes, which was no ve- 
ry.comfortable Admonition ; (for he did not at 


the ſame Time inſtruct him how to avoid that 


Ruin) by way of Revenge puts them in a Way 
to render the People of Ifrael odious to their 
God, and taught Balak how to betray //raet, 
and draw them into Fornication and Idola- 
try, which ſoon after followed. This indeed 
is. not mentioned in Numb. xxiv. where this 


A Compleat HIST ORT 


What the Vaelites ſhould do to his People in the latter Days: But fin 
againſt his own Inclination, he beſtqwed Bleſſings on 7ſraecl, and : 
à Star ſhould come forth from 05 | 
ſmite the Chiefs of Moab, and deſtroy the Children of Seth ; 
fall under its Power, and chat the Amalekites and Kenitzs ſhould be extirpaxe 
In fine, he foretold, that the Weſtern Nations, the Greets and Romans, o 
vanquiſn the Afſyrians, deſtroy the Hebrews, and periſh themſelves, b 
Atter theſe Predictions, as if vex'd at his own Difappointment in miſſing 
Reward he expected, and to be reveng'd on the 'Jraelites as the Occaſion o 
it, he § inſtructs the Moabites and Midianites in a wicked Artifice ; which wh 4 
to ſend their Daughters to the Camp of the Hraelites, to draw thoſe peo EW 
into Idolatry; the ſure Mothod to deprive them of the Aſſiſtance of 66, Bl 
This Artifice ſucceeded, for the very next Account * 
have of the Vraelites is, that they lay incamp'd at T Shittim; where many o 
them were deluded by the Moabitiſo and Midianitiſs Women, and were dun 
in, not only to commit Whoredom with them, but to aſſiſt at their Sacrifte 
and worſhip their Gods, even * Faal-Pevr. RO ; | 
The Greatneſs of this Sin appears in the Severity of the Puniſhment; iy 
God commanded Moſes to take the Chiefs of thoſe that had joined chemlelys 
to Baal- Peor, and hang them up before the Lord in the Sight of ail the Peg. 
ple. Moſes accordingly gave Charge to the | Judges of Jſrael to fee Exc 
tion done, every one on the Men under his Charge, that ſacrificed to Ban 
Peor. But the divine Juſtice did rot ſtop here, © Their Whoredom muſt by 
puniſhed as well as their Idolatry; which was aggravated vaſtly by a Per 
of conſiderable Worth and Diznity Bold Zimri, the Son of Salu, Prince of 2 chief 
Houſe among the Simeonites, took Cozby the Daughter of Zur, who was lh 
a Prince of a chief Houſe in Midian, and daringly brought her to the / 
elitiſß Camp, in Contempt of Moſes and in Sight of all the Congregation 
who, becauſe of the late Execution done upon their Princes, ſtood weeping be. 
fore the Door of the Tabernacle; and leading her openly into his Tent, ther 
This ſuperlative Impndence, and open Violation of God's Lav, 
none offer to reſent, but Phineas, Aaron's Grandſon; who rifing up from the Cone 
gregation, and fill'd with a divine Zeal, took a Javelin in his Hand and 


Jacob, and a Rod from ral; that it ſheul 


" y * N 4 
„ * * _ 
. 


Book || 


Prophefiy 


that Eon aon 


Paſſage or Interview between Bui-4 and Br 
laam ends; but Moſes in Ch, xx%i, b. 1% 
doth plainly refer to the Counſel of Bain, 
and lays the whole Blame on him. 
+ Shim Which ſignifies, Turn 0/4, 
* Baal. Peor. Suppoſed to be the deaf 
Priapus. DW 
Judges. I ſuppoſe theſe were thole ſud» 
ges, whom by the Advice of his Father-in-L4 
Fethrg, with God's Approbation, be bud it 
over the People, Exod. xvii. 1 
followed 


Book II. 


| which God had ſent amon 


l with their Idolatry and Whoredoms. 


Hur c. In this Number, it is proba- 
he, Heſes does include the Thouſand Princes 
hat were hanged. | 
onciles this Place to that of the Apoſtle, 1. 
Wor. x. 8. where he mentions but three and 
Wc tv thouſand, without the Thouſand Prin- 
Wes 1a! were hanged, 3 1 
= \ /i7i2nites, Under this Name I take the 
Mobiles alſo ta be comprebended. 
In order. In Numb. xxv. 
emmanded Moſes to vex the Midianites for 
iraying [/rael and to ſmite them. But the 
Execution of this Order is interupted by ſome 


dem. Alter the Plague the Lord commanded 
it the People, that is, the Males, ſhould again 
 number'd, In which the ſame Method was 
pointed to be taken that was uſed in the for- 
Numbering, Numb. 1. 
| ide, being number'd with reſpe&t to War, 
[9 1; their poſſeſſing the Land, were num- 
g from twenty Veats old; but the Levites 
10! exempted from War and excluded from 
vielions, were pumber'd trom a Month old. 
de Accourit of this is ſet down at laige in 
une, Xxvi. by which it appears, that all 


News, XXIV. 


of th HOLY BIBLE 


lowed them to the Tent; where in the very Act of Whoredom he thruſt 
tbem both A This zealous Act of Phineas put a ſtop to the l'lague, 
the People for this audacious Act of Zimri's, and 

de other Lewdnefles and Impieties of his Comrades. However, there died on 
is Occaſion no leſs than “ four and twenty thouſand. Phineas's holy Zeal 
or God's Honour gain'd him not only high Commendation, but a 
Wc-::!-ment of the Prieſthood in himielf and his Poſtericy, 

W Th:ie Diſorders thus quieted, and the Offenders puniſhed, the next thing 
is to take Vengeance of the F Midianites, who had debauch'd the I/raelites 
| + In order to which Moſes commanded 
WW. D::2chment of twelve thouſand ſelect Men, a thouſand out of every Tribe, 
0 go againſt the Midianites; amongſt whom went the zealous Phineas, who 
enied wich him the holy Inftruments, or Trumpets to animace the People. 
WT i; was indeed but a ſmall Army to invade ſo great and Powerful a Peo- 
e. But God, who put them upon this Expedition, went along with them, 
Wn bleſs'd them with ſuch wonderful Succeſs, that they flew five Kings, and 
Wl their Men; among whom was the wicked Prophet || Balaam, who tho? 
nad before ſcap'd rhe Angel's ſword, yet now fell a Sacrifice to the in- 


Which Computation re- 


16. God 


W is, which being not ſtrictly Hiſtorical, we 
eie in the Notes give a ſhort Hint of 


For the other 


were fiſt Number'd by Maſes and Aaron 


Aaas 


* rr n 
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perpetual 


in the Wilderneſs of Sinai, Numb. 1. there 
was not then a Man left alive, befides Moyes, 
Joſbua and Caleb, So that in leſs than Forty 
Years, Six hundred and three thouſand, five 
hundred and fifty grown Men (for ſo many 
were number'd Ch. i. beſides the Tribe of 
Levi) died in the Wilderneſs, and yet now 
at this ſecond numbering there were found 
fix hundred and one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and thirty Men of twenty Years old and 


upwards, beſides Levites. 


The next Thing is an Enumeration of di- 


vers Laws and O rdinances z ſome of which 


were more general, as relating to the daily 


Burnt Offerings, and other Offering upon par- 
- ticular Feſtivals. 


Some were more particular, 
as private Vows of Maids, Wives, Widows, 
and divorced Perſons, and the ſettling of Inhe- 


ritarice in the Female Line. Of which, ſee 


from Numb. xxviit. to xxx. | 

| Balaam. By this it ſeems he was not got 
home; and it may be with Reaſon, comec- 
tured, that he was deviſing much the fame 
Miſchief againſt the Hebrews, whilſt he was 
among the Midianiles, as when he was a- 


mong the Moabites; and therefore he jay 


fell by the Sword of {ſrael. 


Jur'd 
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nJur'd People of Gad. They burn'd all the Cities and Caſtles, took a]. the 
Women and Children Priſoners, and ſeiz'd on their Cattle, Flocks, and Go, 
after which, loaded with the Spoils ot their Enemies, they return in T unt 
to the raelitiſb Camp. In the way Home they are met by Mises. la, 
the High- Prieſt, and alt the Princes; who congratulate their Succeſs. gy 
Moſes ſceing the Midianitih Women among the Captives, was much of:q, 
ed at the Officers of the Army for ſaving them; for theſe, ſai he, by t 
Council of Balaam, cauſed the Vraelites to fin againſt the Lord in the ny, 
neſs of Peor, and provoked him to fend a Plague upon the Congreg:;ig 
of Jſracl, And thereupon he commanded them to kill every Male among 
the Children, and every Woman that had lain wih Man; and to {ave ny; 
alive but the Virgin Females. Alter which they were to abide ſeven Da 
without the Camp, and both Soldiers and Spoils paſs through the Cech. 
nies of a legal} Purification z which when they had perform'd, God dircdy 
Moſes to take an Account of the whole Prey, and dividigg it into two equi 
Parts, to give one to the Soldiers who had taken it, hdd the other len 
among the reſt of the People that ſtay'd at home. Out of the Soldiers pi 
he levied the Five hundredth Part, both of Perſons and Beaſts ; Which“ vai 
as a Tribute to Eleazer the Prieſt, for a Heave-Offering of the Lord i 
out of the other Part, which the People had, one Part out of {ity of lot 
Perſons and Beaſts was given to the Levites. Then the Officers of tlie Army 
out of che other Parts of the Booty which they had taken, as Jewels of Gol, 
Bracelets, Rings, Ear-rings and Tablets, brought their expiatory Offering u 
atone for their Tranſgreſfion in ſaving the Midianitiſb Women, and their gg 
 twlarory Offering of thankſgiving for ſo great a Victory. The Greatnets ch 
which may be gueſs'd from the Number of their Priſoners and Catile; th; 
Virgin Females were two and thirty thouſand, all the reſt of the Propie, Ma. 
Women and Children, were put to the Sword. The Plunder in Cartle ad 
Flocks conſiſted of Six hundred feventy and five thouſand Sheep, vent) ond 
two thouſand Beeves, and ſixty one thouſand Aſſes; beſides rich Goods add 
Ornaments. And to make this ſtill more great and miraculous, the Victory 
was gain'd without the Loſs of one Man on J/aePs Side, as appcars fron 
the Report the Officers made upon a & Muſter. 5 
The Vaelites thus taking Poſſeſſion of the Country on this ſide J tit 
Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſth, obſcrving 't 
be a fertile Soil, and good Paſturage, deſired of Maſes that they might 1 
tle in that Country, upon Condition they ſhould march with the other Ls 
to conquer the Land where they were to ſettle, that they wou d bol retur! 
till the others were in Poſſeſſion, and that they would claim no e 
Lands that were beyond Fordan. Moſes at firſt thought they intended to vo 
ture no further, but had a Mind to fit down in a Country ready gain 5 
leave their Brethren the reſt of the Tribes; upon which he blamed them i 
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y Auſter. See Numb. xxxi. 49. 
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I | Fering by ſuch a Propoſal to diſcourage the reſt of the Iſraelites. But when 
be vcr ood their real Deſign, upon condition they per form'd their Promiſe, 
. anted their Requeſt, 


hemoves, which the Children of Jſrael made from Rameſes in Egypt, to the 
WE © vcr Jordan in Canaan. Then he deſcribes the Bounds of the promiſed Land, 
a gives the Names of the Perſons appointed to divide it among the Tribes 
ac. And atterwards Order is given, that the Children of Jae ſhould 
3 align tO the Levites eight and forty Cities, with Suburbs to them, in which 
oe [4/25 might live amongſt the Tribes, and of which Number ſix were 
W 270007 to be Cities of Refuge for the Man-flayer to fly to, who had hap- 
W 0:14 to kill a Man by Chance. But proviſion was made, that he, who 
WP ould be duly convicted of wilful Murder, ſhould be put to Death; and in 
pita! Caſes it was provided, that none ſhould be convicted of ſuch Crimes 
by the Evidence of one ſingle Man. There was a Law likewiſe made, that 
W cry Daughter, who ſhould poſſeſs an Inheritance in any Tribe of the Chil- 
Cen of T/rael, ſhould be married to one of the Tribe of her Father, that fo 
the Children of Jrael might enjoy every one the Inheritance of his Father 
and the Inheritance not be transferred to another Tribe, This was grounded 
upon a Law made | before, which empower*d Daughters to inherit Lands, 


Daughters, who upon obtaining this Act were required to marry within the 
Family of their T Father's Tribe. NN | | 


11 By this time the foity Years Travel of the 1/raelitez, was near expired. 
of Moes therefore conſidering that the preſent Generation of the 1/raelites, now 
» ready to paſs over Jordan to take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, were ei- 
109. ther iprung up ſince the Law was given at Mount Sinai, near forty Years 
ard before, or too young to remember and underſtand the Law then given, thought 


| fit to repeat the Law to them. | | 
A liitie before his Death therefore he aſſembled the People of Jſael on the 


ener of gt (the Peopie being yet in the Plains of Moab by Fordan, and near 
Jericho) he repeated to them briefly S all that had befallen their Fathers ſince 


te ey left Egypt; the gracious Dealings of God with them; their Unrulineſs, 
Dilobedience, and Rebellions, which had ſo often provoked the Lord to pun- 


h chem, and brought not only upon them, but by their Means upon him alſo, 
'ribes th.t grievous Sentence, That they ſhould not enter into the good Land, Which 
etl . Lhe 

© ie. The Matter of this Paragraph is ſome that were of the Families of MManaſeh, 
1 contain'd in Numb. Ch xxxili. xxxiv. xxxv. the Son of Joſeph, which takes off the Force 
* 1 See Numb. XXVIL I, 2. Ce. of their Argument, Who from hence would in⸗ 
: 0 Father*s, Upon this, they ate ſaid Numb. fer the Lawfulneſs of Marriages between Fuſt- 


uy 11. to be married to their Father's Bro- Couſins. h | 
ers Sons. That is, as it isexplain'd inverſe S$ Au. See ſrom Deut. i. lo iv. 
i2. They were married into the Families, or — | 


after this Moſes gives a particular Account of the ſeveral Stations and 


where the Heirs Male ſhould be deficient; and was the Caſe of Zelophebad's 


| firſt Day of the eleventh Month, in the fortieth Year from their Departure 


Account 
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Account he often repeats, that theſe might take Warning by the Mit... 
of their Forefathers. Then he repeated the “ Decalogue, and divers other 1, | 
and Precepts formerly given, tho' not without ſome Variations, with tj. k 
dition of ſome new Laws on divers Subjects, and Explanations of the (1, 
exhorting them to a ſtrict Obſervation of them, prom.ſing they hoy; a 
enter the Land of Canaan, and commanded them to deſtroy all the Liu 
the Inhabitants of the Country, and to extirpate the People. He encouriy% 


them to be faithful to God, aſſuring them, if they kept his Corman, 
they ſhould have Bleſſings heap'd upon them; and threatning them with y 
manner of Calamities, it they departed from them, He rencw'd the Cov.ny 
with the People in the Name ot the Lord; commanded them with à 0 
Voice to proclaim on the Mountains of Gerezim and Hebal, beyond Tordm, 
Bleſſings to thoſe who kept the Covenant, and Curſes to all thoſe who broks 
it, and to erect an Altar in the Land of Canaan, on which they ſhondd wii. 
the Terms and Conditions of their Covenant with God. Theſe Things, jj, 
 Rehcarſals ſometimes of their Fathers, and their own | Prevarications, My; 
not only delivered to the People by Word of Mouth, but wrote chem h: 
Book; which he gave into the Cuſtody and Care of the Zevites, with ies 
tion from the Lord, that they ſhould put it into the ſid- of the Ark, to 1; 
kept there for a Witneſs againſt //rael, if they ſhould rebel. Beſides chis, 1+. 
ſes by the immediate Direction ot God compoſed a + Song, in which a 
large deſcribed by the many Bunefi's and Favours of God to his Pevpl: 
their Ingratitude to, and Forgettulneſs of him; the Puniſhments by which hs 
Corrected them, with T hreatnings of greater Judgments if they perfilted t 
provoke him by a Repetition of their Follies This Song Meſs reciicd 
to the People, and. gave Order that they ſhould learn it, and rej+ar it o. 
ten; that when for their tranſgreſſing the Law, many Calamities and T ioubles 
ſhould befal them, vhis Song might be a Witneſs for God againit then. 
The Time was juſt now approaching, and the People ready to pals over 
Jordan; but the Lord having before told Moſes, that he ſhould not condJll 
the People into the promiſed Land, becauſe of his Error at the Witts © 
Meriba, he bid him now get him up into che Mountain Abarim into he Mont 
Nebo in the Land of Moab, againſt Fericho, and take a View of the Lene 
of Canaan, and then die there in that Mount, as his Brother Aaron had died 
in Mount Hor. ; i 
Moſes had before indeavoured to deprecate obe Part of his Sentence. His got 
being permitted to enter into the promiſed Land, but in vain; he cerctore 
humbly ſubmits. ro the Almighty's Pleaſure now, and takes a ſolemn Far 
wel of the People in a prophetick Bleſfing, which he pronounc'd upon sad 
Tribe, as Jacob had done juſt betore his Death. And having before by G0 
Command appointed Joſpua to be his Succeſſor, to conduct the People is fte 
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God ſhewed untoMoſes y land of promiſe. Du: 34. 


——— _ — = —= — . = JW 


tr » 


—_——_— — — 
82 5 Q Lo * * 
. —— — 
\v 
ID 


"—_ MK» 3 k. 
W 


Oe; 
\ 


(I) 
NG 


* 


r 


1 
- 


\E 
RIC 


IV 
* 
\ 
N 


1 
—ä—z— ————— _ 
av + 
- b 


= > w 25 
„„ 


A 


* N. 


DN: 
lle 
. 
111 1 


1 
2 


n 


- < 8 9 
N N n W COOLING 
NL IO OT DON DN 

OE Free 


* 
＋ 


— 
3 


3 


4 has Da * <f 901 
Golan ere. Thave amoed bia wi 


" on TT . Deere —— py Ma, Renee 


_ — 2 — N ET. 


OL IAA * 4 


hol fic HO LY: BIBLE 179 


W cromiſed Land. laying his Hands upon him in ſuch folemn and publics Man- 
ber, as gave all the People to underſtand, that after Mofes's Death. Joſbua was 
b be their Leader, Moſes went up to the Top of Piſgab over againſt Jericho, 
WW om whence, as the Lord had promiſed him, he could take a full View of 
e Countries round about. 5 | 

F Tho' his End was juſt approaching, and he an Hundred and twenty Years 
W od, yet he was in ſuch good Health and full Strength, that neither was his 
rie eim, nor his natural Force abated 3 therefore whilſt theſe Iafled, he with 
Pieaſure ſurveys the beauteous Ptoſpect. He views the delightful Town and 
Pphins of Jericho ; ſees Lebanon's fair Cliffs and lofty Cedars, and then re- 
bens his Soul into the Hands of Ser aphs, who waited to convey him to a 
lippier Canaan, than what he had juſt before ſurvey d. 

E The Lord who knew the wanton Inclination of the Hratlites to Idolatry, 
i they, when they remember'd the wonderful things Moſes had per form'd 
oc them, ſhould pay any ſuperſtitious Adoration to his Remains after Death, 
paid the funeral - Honours to this great Prophet himſelf, and in a Valley in 
the Land of Moab over againſt Beth-Peor buried him ſo ſecretly, that no Man 
er knew where his Sepulchre was. And though he had no publick Monu- 
nent or Tomb-ſtone erected, yer this ſtands as an honourable Epitaph on him 
recorded in holy Scripture, Deut. xxxiv. 10, 11, 12. 


Mhat Prophet by the ſacred Breath inſpir*d, 
What Friend of God with holy Raptures fir'd, 
Whoſe deathleſs Name can equal Glories ſhare, 
| Cr with God's Servant Moſes can compare? 

With mortal Eyes th* Inviſible he ſaw, 
On trembling Sinai's Top received the Law: 
Hon Egypt's Fetters ranſom'd Iirael #$roupht, 

Had in their, Sight great Signs and mighty Wonders wrought. 


| Thus died that illuſtrious Prophet $ Moſes ; whoſe Death, when the Chil- 
* | _ dren 


J. Mee. Thus far the facred Hiſtoty was lor, when they were led Captives thither ; they . 
of Moſes's Inditing, which contains the "five brought them back, and afterwards reviſed and 
ſe Books of the Bible, and is thence called corrected them. Prophane Authors have 
ide Pratarench, All Antiquity, both facred ſpoke of them, as written by Macs. In ſhort, 
d profane, acknowledge Moſes to have been it is as certain, that the Books which go by the 
die Legiſlature of the Jews; and that whole Name of Mfes are his own, as that thoſe which 
ation has always carefully preſerved his Books are aſcribed to Herodotus, Thucydides, c. ap- 
As containing their Law. When the Tribes pertain to thoſe, whoſe Names they bear. It 
Fre divided into two Kingdoms, both of them is poſlible there may have been ſome Additions 
W'clerved the fame Reſpect for thoſe Books, as and Alterations made in them; but the Bulk 
peng writ by him, The Samaritans, who of the Hiſtory ard the Laws could not be al- 
me afterwards, received them ſrom the Iſca- tered. As to the Truth of the Hiſtory we 
% Prigfts ; the Fows carried them to Baly- have ſeveral Proofs. 1. It ls the moſt Antient 
2 7 -_ Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory in the World; for whether Moſes was 


contemporary with Inachus the firſt King of 
Arg9s, who lived Six hundred . Years before the 
War of Trey; or whether he did not live *till 
the Time of Cecrops King of Athens, who 
reign'd three hundred Years before that War, 
it is certain he is much ancienter than Homer or 
Heſiod, of any profane Writer. 2. Moſes is 
the only Perſon that has given a plain and hiſ- 
torical Account of the Origin of. the World, 
and who has continued that Hiſtory uniform, 


and without any Interruption to his own Time. 
All that others have written of the firſt Ages 


is, as they own themſelves, mere Ignorance, 
Darkneſs and Fable. 3. Adofes wrote at a 
Time, when he could be ſure of the truth of 
what he wrote, and when it might have been 
caſy to have convicted him of Falſhood, had 


vine Inſpiration, yet Reaſon ovg":tto peru 
us, that this Hiſtory of Moyes is true, and b 


he delivered any Fables. 4. We have noh 
in ancient Hiſtory, nor in Fable, tg pon 
that the World is older than 447% repre, 
it. 5. His Hiſtory agrees with the yrgjy, 
Hiſtorians of ſeveral Nations. We there * 
the Originals of ſeveral Nations, and their x56, 
ent Names, which many ot them 'have gre. 
ved. But if Religion did not convince y 
that the Books of doſes were writen b. N 


only one, wherein we can find when 14 


World began, and how long it has lasted. 4 


for the laſt Chapter of Deuteromomy i. Wa 
written by Jaßbua, as a Preparation to hi 


Hiſtory and could not be ſuppoſed tio be wii 
ten by Moſes, as giving an Account gf U 


Death. 


Book 11 


dren of Jſrael underſtood, they lamented with great Solemnity, weeping ay | 
mourning for him in the Plains of Moab thirty Days. 
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Fax PON the Death of Moſes, Joſbua by the Command of 
6) God, undertakes the Charge of the Children of I/rael. He 


8 \ thoſe forty Years the I FA raelites wander'd in the Wilderneſs ; 
WAS had ſeen "he wonderful Works God wrought by Moſes ; 
Pert oo well the Nature and Diſpoſition of the People; was one of 
e twelve Spies which were ſent to ſearch the promiſed Land, and one 
the two that gave a juſt Report of it, in Oppoſition to the other ten 
Ics that gave an evil and falſe Account of it. Fer theſe and other 
Lalifcations, he was formally inſtalled into his Office with very ſo- 
n Ceremonies ; Moſes having, by God's Command, preſented him be- 


e El-azer the Prie „laid his Hand upon him, and — to him 
NunB. XXV. Ccec e 
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Being now ready 
God for TFoſhua's 


133 he ſhould divide the Land for an Inheritance to the People. 
1 whereſoever he went. 
A that within three Days they ſhould paſs the 
1 chould pre 
F q 'The City of 
N 1 * Some, Se. See Numb: xxvii. 20, 
Fl - }, pfes. God ſpake now. to Jeſbun by. his 
[5 Angel, as he had done to. Moſes, when he gave 
13) him the Ea. upon Mount Simaz, as appears 
14 from Gal iti. 19. For Angels are che Mi- 
af niſtring Spirits of God, Heb i. 14. For 
140 which Reaſon, as often as it is ſaid in the Old 
| [ 2 Teſtament, that God appeared or ſpoke to any 
$54 one, it muſt be underſtood, that he doth it not 
v1 dy himſelf, but by his Angel. 1 
+» Befides the Angel hete ſpeaking to Jeſbua, 


may be faid to ſpeak either by ſpiritual. Locu- 
- ©, tions ohjecting to his Mind the Notions: of 
.. ** theſe. Words, ſo as it FJo/bua: had heard God 
ſpeaking to him; or by Corporal Locution, 
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to enter and take Poſſeſſion of the promis d 
eater Incouragement ſtrengthen'd his former 
miſſion, by giving him a more immediate and expreſs Command, 
had before done to his Servant + Moſes, to lead the People over . 
dan ; telling him, that every place, 
ſhould tread, ſhould be their awn ; 
not any Man be able to ſtand before him all the Days of Life; 6 , 
he had been with Moſes, fo he would be with him, and never fall oy 
forſake him; therefore he bid him be ſtrong and of good Courage, f 


Book 11] 


* ſome of the Honour that was upon himſelf, in the Sight of the yy, 


Land 
Com. 


as he 


upon which the Sole of their f 


x 1 
and aſſuring him, that there 


ſoul! 


A 1 I 0 'n 


gage him to Performance of the Law, which he had delivercd to 16 
he annexes a continual Series of Proſperity and Succeſs ; charging hin 
to make it his Study Day and Night, as the Standard of all his futur 
Actions, and repeating his former Aſſurance of his Preſence wich hin 


Joſbua upon this Tacouragement prepares to put the Command of fr 
Lord in Execution; and, that nothing material might be omitted, þ 
orders the Officers to go thro' the Camp and gave Notice to the Peck. 


Jordan, in order to poſh 


the Land which the Lord their God had given them, and thut the 

provide themſelves with Victuals for ſuch a March. 

Fericho was juſt oppoſite to the Place where they wer 
to paſs. Joſhua therefore, + before his Order for their making Proviſm 


tit 


aſſuming an apparent Body: Either of whid 


is: probable. 3 

t Befre. This Direclion for Marching! 
is mentioned in the Text, b-forc the tendin 
the Spies to Jericho, See 7005. g 11. and C 
ii, 1. But it ſeems the Spies wete ſent. beit 
that, and returned to the Camp al Hl, 


before they took their March towalds 7urdak 


For the Spies ſpent longer Time in tit 
Search than was between the Not ce gef 0 
Marching and the March, which was bil 
three Days. Whereas 
in the Mountains for, their ſafety, beſides 1 
Time they ſpent in Ferichs, and in gn 


"Teturning 3. which they could not ba * 


they lay hid three Val 
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for this Match, ſent two Spies thither to obſerve the Situation and 


N [Strength of the Place, and the Avenues to it; becauſe it would be the 


ert Place they were to attack, after they had paſs'd the River. Theſe 
g Spies entering Jericho, went to a publick Houſe of Entertainment, which 


i was kept by * Rebab, and there took up their Lodging. But being ob- 


ea by ſome to go in there, Information is preſently given to the King 


or Jericho, that two raelites were come to ſearch the Country. Upon 
Das the King ſent to Rabab to 
Notice, had hid them _ the + Roof of the Houſe, under the Stalks 
ot Fe which ſhe had ſpr 
bor of the King's Meſſengers with a ſeigned Story, pretending that ſome 
cn did come to her Houſe, but ſhe knew not what they were, nor 
hence they came; and that when it grew dark, before the Gates were 
ot, they went out, but ſhe knew not whither. And to prevent any 
Wiirther Suſpicion, ſhe :dviſed to purſue them quickly, for they could not 
Whe fir off. Upon this they ſent out ſeveral to take them, who went as 
Er as the Fords of Jordan, but in vain. 


produce them ; but ſhe having timely 


ead there. Having thus ſecur'd the Man, ſhe 


When they were gone, Rahab went up to the Men ſhe had hid, and 
thus accoſts them: © I know the Lord hath given you this Land, and the 
Fame of you is become fo terrible to us, that our People are utterly 
* diſcouraged. For we have heard, how the Lord dried up the Water 
of the Red Sea for you to paſs over, when ye came out of Egypt; and 
© how ye ſubdued Sion and Og, the two Amorite Kings, on the other 
' fide of Jordan. Theſe Actions have flaſh'd Terror amongſt our Peo- 
ple, and quite diſpirited them. Your God is the only God in Hea- 
ven and Earth. Now therefore, in regard of the Service I have done 


17 they been ſent away, before the Order for 


lachigg was given. So that what is de iver- 
n the ſecond Chapter of Deuterenomy, ſhouid 


n order of Time come in abe ut the Middle of 


be fi: ft Chapter between the Ninth and Tenth 
erſes, being as Tunias and Tremellius obſerve, 
ſclaced by a Figure called Hyper baton. 
ien. Theſe Spies are ſabuloufly ſun- 
4 by the Rabbins. to be Phineas and Caleb; 
Which is very improbab'e. For Phineas was 
bencd by God to be a Prieſt, and Caleb a 
mm great Authority. But Job: vi. 23. 
pively ſays they were young Men. 
abab. Interpreters are at great Vari- 


der avout the Quality of this Woman; moſi 


agreeing, ſhe was an Hoſteſs which is very 
probab'e and that ſhe is render'd an Harlot 


upon the Account of Idolatry; for it is' a 


common Pharſe in Scripture to fav, C 4 
IWhoring after other Gods. That ſhe was a 
Vittualter is unqueſtionable E 

+ Roof. The Roofs of Houſes were then 
built flit, ſo that they could walk upon them, 


and ſet their Goods there having Battlementy. 


rcund them to ſecure them from failing off. 
Deut. xXi. 8. Ard ſuch a Roof it was that 
David atierwards walked upon, when he un- 
happily eſpied the fair Balhſhaba bathing: her- 
ſelf, 2. Sam. xi. 2 ; 


to the Jordan; then putting the Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the 
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in concealing you, ſhew Favour to me and my Family, when you con: 
into Power, and fave us alive; and of this ye ſhall give me ſome A. 
** ſnrance.” They readily promiſe upon their Lives to ſecure her and yj 
that belong d to her; upon which ſhe let them down by a Cord rom the 
Window, which fac'd the Country, for her Houſe ſtood on the Ty 
Wall. When they were down, ſhe advis'd them to make to the Mons 
tains to avoid the Purſuers, and to conceal themſelves three Days, till th, 
Search was over. The Spies ſeeing the Sincerity of the Woman is cen. 
ſulting their Security, reſolve to make her eaſy in their Promiſe 0 ber. 
and for a Token of their Integrity in the Performance of it, ave be 
this farther Affurance. When ſhe ſhould fee the 1/roelitifh Army : poco 
the Town, they bid her be ſure to tie a 4 ſcarlet Twine in the \Windyx 
thro which ſhe let them down; and to bring her Father, other, 
Brethren, and all her Family home to her, and be careful to k-c» then 
within Doors, that when their Forces ſhould enter the Town, „ thi 
Token they might diſtinguiſh the Houſe and ſpare them. Ani tha 
if any ſhould ſtraggle from the Houſe, their Blood ſhould e va 
their own Heads; but if any one in the Houſe ſhould come to any Ny 
mage, they would anſwer for it. To theſe Terms ſhe gladly agrced, 
and ſo diſmiſs'd them. 3 2) ON 
The Spies having hitherto thus happily ſucceeded, take Raα⁴ Ad. 
vice, and make the beſt of their Way to the Mountains, where they !ay 
hid three Days; in which time, thoſe that went in Purſuit of hem ck 
{pairing to find them, return'd to Fericho; and the Spies deſcending from 
the Mountains ford over Jordan, arrive ſafe in the 1f-achitifh Camp, an! 
gave Joſhua their General a faithful Account of their Expedition; adding, 
that tor certain the Lord had delivered the Country into their Hands 
for the People were quite diſpirited at the Fame of them. 
2 oſpua rous'd at this News decamps from Shittim, and draus down 
half Tribe of Manaſſeh, in mind of the Agreement made between Mofe 
and them, that they, leaving their Families and Cattle on this de J. 
dan, ſhould with their beſt Forces go over arm'd before their Brethren, 
to help to ſubdue their Enemies, and Place them in their Poſſeſ on te 
acknowledge the agreement, and declare their Readineſs to go; P1919! 
+ Scarlet This being a Token of Delive- Soul and Body. This is the Ooin 01 of ſeit 
rance to Rehab and her Fam ly, is not unapt- ral Fathers, particularly, St. Ambroſe and & 


ly reckoned a Type of ihe Blood of Chriſt, Auguſtine, 
by which we are delivered from the Death of 
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an things to be ſubject to him their General as they had been to Moſes, 
und in all things to obey his Commands, under Penalty of Death. 71 
une Army being provided of Neceſſaries for their March. the Officers 
org thro' the Hoſt commanded the People, that when they ſhould fee 
e Ark of the Covenant of the Lord their God, and the Prieſts, cf the 
ie bearing it, then they ſhould move and follow it, that they might 
on the Way by which they were to go, becauſe they had never before 
ed that Way. And that a Decency might be obſerv'd in their March, 
Wice&tion was given, that they ſhould leave a Space of about & two thou- 
nad cCubits between the Ark and them. 1-910: «119 1 
SW Things being thus diſpoſed, Joſus early in the Morning on the ninth 
Wy of the firſt Month exhorted the People to ſanctify themſelves, becauſe 
e Lord would next Day do wonders amongſt them; and giving Order 
r the Pricits to move, they took up the Ark, and march'd with it be- 
Wore che People to the Banks of the Jordan, where they halted ; here the 
Jod od Jh, that he would fo diſtinguiſh him in the Sight of all 
Wi, that they ſhould know his Preſence ſhould be wich him, as it had 
Wc with Moſes. He directed him to bid the Prieſts, who were to car- 
de Ark, ſtop upon the Brink of the River; which they did, and o- 
„ thereupon calling the People together to hear the Words of the Lord 
er God, told them, That they ſhould hereby know, that the living 
Wo was amongſt them, and would drive out the Nations before them; 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the Earth paſſing into 
Wc River Jordan before them, as ſoon as the Feet of the Prieſts that 
e it ſhould touch the Waters, they ſhould divide and ſtand on a Heap. 
Wccordingly the Prieſts march into the River with the Ark, and ſtopping 
de midſt of it, they ſtood on firm Ground, the rapid Stream dividing, 
che Waters forgetting their Fluidity, condenſe in hate to afford them 
ay Paſſlge. Thus did God make good his Word to Foſhua, in pro- 
ing to magnify him in the Sight of the People, by dividing the Wa- 
of the Jordan, as he had done before to Moſes, when the Vraelites 
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5 T0 Theufand, There were two thou- ding to a longer Cubit, which they term a 
| I Cubirs between the Ark and the Camp Geometrical Cubit. But all agree in this, that 
C they marched, Toſh. ii. 4. and in all pro- theſe two thouſand Cubits, were a Sabbath 
Pty the ſame Porportion was ober ved when Day's Journey; becauſe on the Sabbath-Day . 
3 This Diſtance of Ground ſome they were all to repair to the Place of God's 
. to be one Mile, ſome two; ſome poblick Worſhip, which was two thouſand Cu- 
Pang it according to a leſs, others accor- bits diſtant from thoſe, Who incamped neareſt. 


1 2 : But 


4 
3 
. 
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But before the People croſs d the River, the Lord commanded J. 
to ſelect twelve Men, one out of each Tribe, who, ſo ſoon as the P. ö 
had paſs'd the River, were to take up twelve Stones from the Place Where 
the Prieſts ſtood on dry Ground, according to the Number of the typ 
Tribes, and to ſet them up as a Memorial of this great Miracle in ty 
Place. He commanded them likewiſe to take other twelve Stones, anf 
to carry them on Shore, for another Memorial of the fame Miracle 
The Prieſts that carried the Ark walking on dry Ground to the mid 
of Jordan, and ſtopping there, as Joſhua had ordered them, he commun. 
ed the reſt of the People to follow, forty thouſand of the Tribes of Ry, 
ben and Gad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſeb, well armed, Leading th 
Van. When they were all fafely arriv'd on the other Side of the Ri. 
ver, the General commanded the Prieſts that bare the Ark, which fog 
in the midſt of the Jordan till all the People had paſſed over, to come au 
of the River with it; which they had no ſooner done, but the War 
return'd to their natural Channel, and overflowed the Banks, as they vj 

ally did. 3 v1 . 

The Hraelites having thus ſecurely paſs'd the Jordan on the tenth Dy 
of the firſt Month, incamped in a Place called afterwards Giga, wid 
was in the Eaſt- Border of Fer:cho. Here Joſhua erected the twelve Stones 
which the twelve Men had brought out of Jordan, as a Monument u 
Poſterity, that when the Deſcendants of the [/raelites in future Time 
ſhould aſk the Reaſon of it, they might know, that the Lord their Gl 
had dried up the Waters of the Jordan, and cauſed his People [jrar! t 
paſs that River on dry Land, as he had formerly dried up the Red Sea i 
their Paſſage out of Egypt; and that all the People of the Earth migit i 
ſenſible of the Omnipotency of the mighty God of I#ael. 
The Fame of this Miracle ſoon ſpread.thro' the neighbouring Countries 
and ſtruck the Inhabitants with Aſtoniſhment and Terror; for when i 
Kings of the Amorites, which were on the Weſt of the Jordan, and ie 
Kings of the Canaanites, which inhabited by the Sea, heard that the Lov 
had miraculouſly convey'd his People over the River by dividing the Nr 
ters, their Hearts ſunk for Fear, and their Courage fail'd them. 

Foſhua having thus conducted the Mraelites over the River, God om. 


manded him to cauſe them all to be * circumciſed ; which being . 
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* Gircumciſed, The great Goodneſs as elites were ſafe on the other Sice of } 7 { 
well as Wiſdom of God was very conſpicu- for their miraculous Paſſage thro that & , 
ous in this Act of Circumciſion aſter the Jra- and the Fame of former Miracles es 
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the Lord ſaid toi Jeſbus, This Day J have taken away the + Shame of 
| «. Eoypt. from you.” And from this Act of Circumciſion, the Place where 

it was done was then called ᷓ Gilgal. Here the 1/-aelites tarried till their 

ES circumcifon-wounds were healed; and here it was they kept the * Paſ- 

Heer, on the fourteenth Day. of the firſt Month, in the Evening. Now 

dad che 8 begin to enjoy the Good of the Land; the delicious Pro- 

ducts of the promiſed Inheritance; for on the next Day after the Paſſo- 


| ver they eat of the Corn, and there being Plenty of all Fruits, on the 
Morrow the Manna was withdrawn. 


All Things being ready for approaching the City of Fericho, Foſhua 


es the Word, and the Army marches towards it. The Place was ſtrong, 
well provided, and full of Inhabitants, who had retir'd into it, and ſeem'd 
refoly'd to make a brave Defence. Joſhua therefore undertakes to view 


| by God in their Favour had affected the neigh- 
| bouring Nations with ſuch Fear, that they 

| are not offer the leaſt Oppoſition to [/razl 
| in their Peſſage: But now that they were fafe 


on the other Side of the River, God had a 


| Work to do upon his People, which would 
render them for a while not only unable to aſ- 
fault their Enemies, but even to defend them- 
elves ; for during their Travel in the Wilder- 
neſs, Circumcifion had been omitted; not, I 
am apt to think, thro” a Neglect of that Or- 
dinance ; but being, or at leaſt expecting to 

be, always upon the March, they thought it 
| unfit to expoſe them to the Hardſhip of it ; 
and afl they who were Men, when they came 
| out of Egypt, and had been circumciſed there, 
deng dead, (Jeſbua and Caleb only excepted) 
moſt of the preſent being Generatlon being 
ſuch as had been born within the Forty Years 
of their Travel in the Wilderneſs, had not 
been Circumciſed hitherto. Therefore now 
| that they were paſſed over Jordan, and were 
| ready to take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, 
| and the Inhabitants of it under a general Con- 
ternz'ion having ſhut themſelves up in Jericho, 
ite Lord commanded Foſbus to prepare for 
the Cireumcifion of the People. 

t Shame. This Shame might be either the 
teproachtul Diffidence of the Egyptians, who 
would not believe that the Lord would make 
good his Promiſe in bringing his People into 


ine promiſed Lend; (which Moſes often hint- 


ed, when he addreſs'd himſelf to God in be- 
half of the People, to deprecate God's Anger 
from them, urging that their Enemiesfrom 
thence would take Occaſion to ridicule and 


(Queſtion his Omnipotence ; } or their Fore- 


Skins not being cut off which render'd them 
like the Egyptians. E eee 

$ Gilgal. Or Galgal, which fiznifics re- 
moving, rolling, or taking away. This Word 
is uſed before in Fo/h. iv. 19 and in Deut. 
Xi. 30. but it was in either Place only by way 


of Anticipation. This Place is by St. Ferom 


called Golgal, a famous City formerly about 
fifty Furlongs from Jordan. and ten from Je- 


richo in the ſtrait Road thither. The ſame. 


St. Ferom with Bed. and Lyr. render the 


Word Galga! a Wheel, Revolution or Circum 


volution. From whence they torm the Word 
Gulgolet, Cbald. Gulgolta, and thence, Golzotha 
or Calvary, which fignifies a Skull, fo call'd 


trom its rolling, as being round. And Calva- 


ry. ſo call'd from the Skulls of. the Criminals 


there executed. 


1 Paſſover. This was the third Paſſover 
the Iſraelites celebrated. The Firſt, the Day 
before they came out of Egypt, Exod. xii. 


The Second was the Year after, upon their 


receiving the Law, and ſetting up the Faber- 
nacle in Sinai, Numb. ix 2. The third was 
this here in the Holy Land, in the Plains cf 
Jericho, Jeſb. v. 10. 
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the Place by himſelf, to find out the moſt advantageous A proaches tg i 


round the Place fix Days ſucceſſively, and that the ſeventh Day the Prieſt 


| brizl, See Note one. His appearing in the his Shces, becauſe the Place whereon he doc 
Shape or Habit of a Military Perſon, is very was holy, (which confirms that it was Chf, 


_ repreſenting his Power. Thus Chriſt appear- King thereof, with the mighty Men of Va 
ed to Mary Mag daien in the Garden, in the and inſtructed him in what Manner be ſhould 
Shape, of a Gardener, To the two Diſciples beleaguer the City, and ho he ſhouv'd take ly 


and Title of Lord, performed and given by and alſo a Ram's Horn, as here in 7b. 


Whilſt he was making his Obſervation, there appeared, as he thought, f 
awful Form of a Man, but with a Luſtre in his Face, that beſpoke hin 
more than mortal. In his Hand he held a flaming Sword, and his wh, 
Appearance far ſurpaſſed any Thing of human Nature. The 1/91; 
General advances to this || great Unknown with a Courage becoming hi 
Character, and boldly demands, who he is for? He anſwers, For [jy 
of whoſe Army and People he was the Guardian. At theſe Wor: d 
General falls * proſtrate, and waits the Command of his Lord, who bid 
him looſe his Sandals, and not profane the Holy Place with irreveren 
Approaches. Joſhua obeys, and receives new Orders for the better Ny. 
nagement of the Siege of Fericho ; he was to cauſe all the Forces to march 


ſhould take ſeven Trumpets made of Rams-horns, which were uſed to d. 
clare the + Jubilee Year ; that they ſhould go before the Ark, and round 
the City, and when the Trumpets founded firſt loud, and then low, the 
People ſhould all give a Shout, for then the Walls of the City ſhould fall 
and every Man ſhould march in at the Place which was directly before 
him. Having rounded the City fix Days as they were commanded, on 
the ſeventh by Break of Day they compaſſed it feven Times, and at the 
ſeventh Time, when the Prieſts blew with the Trumpets, the Generl 
faid to the People, Shout! For the Lord hath given you the City,” 


| Great, Sc. This was an Angel in the both to encourage and direct him. Where 
Shape of a Man, which the Hebrew calls Ge- fore having firſt bid Zo/hua (as Mae, was bi 
bir, from whence ſome think this to be Ga- at the Burning Buſh, Erod iii. 5 ) to put of 


proper in this Place, tho* God always adapts the whoſe Preſence conſecrates every {lace whele 
Appearance of his Mefſenyers to the Occafion, he appears) and Zo/hva having obeyed, Ch.. 

Thus in this Place of Joh. v. 13. the 13, 14, 15, the Lord faid, Ch. vi. 2. Su! 
drawn Sword in the Hand ofa Man of War, have given into thine Hand Jericho and th 


walking to Emmaus, he appeared in the Ha- Ch. vi 2, CG. 
bit of a Traveller, Cc. SEL + Jubilee. This Word is derived from the 
* Proflirate. By this Act of Adoration, Hebrew Word Fobel, which fignifies a Ran, 


Joſbu a, and accepted by the other, it is evident, 4. where the Word J. beline is ule! and ex- 

that this Guardian or Captain of the Lord's pounded by the Chaldee Parapbraſt, Raimi 
oft, was Chriſt, the Son of God, who was Horns. „ 

pleaſed in this manner to appear to Je, With 

Fre | | | 
320 
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Win chat the People give a Shout, and thereupon the Wall of the City 
en down flat; fo that the Army march'd directly up to it, and took it, 
putting all to the Sword, both Man and Beaſt, Old and Young ; only 
W 2/4, and thoſe in her Houſe were ſaved alive; for Joſbua had given 
ict Charge before-hand to the two Spies (which ſhe had formerly con- 
Cealed) to take Care, when the Town ſhould be taken, to go to her 
W :{0uc, and bring out her Family in Diſcharge of their Oath to her. Which 
5 they accordingly did, and left her with all her Kindred and Subſtance ſafe 
Voichout the Camp of ael. Then ſetting Fire to the City they de- 
S :}royved every Thing in it, except the Silver and Gold, and Veſſels of Braſs 
ad [01 ; which were put into the Treaſury of the Houſe of the Lord, 
ti had been. commanded. And leſt any one ſhould attempt to rebuild 
W this City, Jeſbua publiſh'd this prophetick Imprecation on the bold Un- 
W 6crtaker ; © That he ſhould lay the Foundation thereof in his Firſt-born, 
and ſet up the Gates thereof in his youngeſt Sn: By which he 
eant, that it ſhould be the 4 Ruin of his Family. ES: 
| Betore the City was taken u] had caution'd the People, not to 
or any Thing that was in it, but to deſtroy all that lay in their Way, 
F except Silver, Gold, Braſs and Iron; which were to be conſecrated to the 
Lord. And therefore he warn'd them not to meddle with any Thing, for 
W {cir of bringing a Curſe, not only upon themſelves, but upon all the Na- 
uon of the Maelites. Notwithſtanding the ſtrict Charge of Joſbua a- 
W cnt meddling with any Thing that was devoted to this general Deſtru- 
ao or conſecrated to the Lord, yet fo prevailing is the facrilegious 
writ of Gold, that one of the Tribe of Judah, whoſe Name was Achan, 
contrary to the Command of the General, took ſomething of the Spoil 
either Sort, and hid them. This prov'd of ill Conſequence to Mael 
in general, which was diſcovered upon this Occaſion. Joſhua being de- 
nous to take in a little City named Ai, near Bethavan, to the Eaſt of 
| Detbel, and knowing that it was neither populous nor well defended, de- 
[tach'd a Body of three thouſand Men only to go and attack it; who no 
oncr approach the Town, but the Inhabitants fally out and repulſe 
them, and drive them to their Camp; whither thoſe that eſcaped went 
[9 irighted, that they brought a Terror upon the whole Army. This 
2 Withiut, Sc. Being, Aliens, or Heathens e the Bethelite; who in the Days of Ahab 
"ey were not permitted to come Within the King of 7j- ae! (above five hundred Years after) 
Comp, they Were profelyted, cr at leaſt le- began to lebuild Tericha with the Loſs of his 
$2417 purified. | eldeſt Son A iran, and finiſhed it with the 
Ruin. This vas exactly ful filled in Hi Loſs of Segub his youngeſt Son, 1 Kings xvi. 34. 
Num, XXVI. Eee | „e 
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Defeat, fo afflicted Foſhua, that rending his Cloaths, and proftrating hin. 
{elf before the Ark of the Lord, he lay there till the Evening, both h. 
and the Elders, in token of extream Sorrow and Humiliation ſprinkin 
Duſt on their reverent Heads. But Fo/2ua being wholly ignorant of 4, 
_ Offence, and deſirous to know the Cauſe, that had provoked Gd thi, 
to deſert his People, in this humble Expoſtulation complains to hin 
 & Wherefore, O Lord God, haſt thou brought this People over dn 

to deliver them into the Hands of the Amorites to deſtroy them? . 
had been happy, hadſt thou itted us to have dwelt-on the other (id; 
of Jordan. What ſhall I fay, when Hrael turn their Backs upon the; 
«© Enemies? For when the Canaanites, and all the Inhabitanis of thi 
* Land ſhall hear this, they will incompaſs us, and cut us off, and wht 
will become of thy Honour? 8 7 

The Lord not willing to let his Servant Joſbua languiſh under the me. 
lancholy Thought of being deſerted by him, tells him there is a latey 
Cauſe of his Diſpleaſure among the People; that ſome of them had taken 
of the * accurſed thing, and alſo of thoſe things which were devoted i 
the Lord, and pretending as if they had brought it all into the Treaſury cf 
God, had concealed it for their own Uſe. And to put him in a Way t 
clear the Camp of this accurſed thing, which had brought this Judgmen 
upon them, the Lord commanded Joſbua to proclaim among the People, 
There is an accurſed thing in the midſt of thee, O Iſael; ye cannot 
<« ſtand before your Enemies, until ye have removed the accurſed thiny 


« from among you.” Then directing Foſhua, how he fhould find ct 
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| Sorrow. See 1 Sam. iv. 11 Nebem. ix. 1, 
 ® Accurſed That is, of that which was 


devoted to Deſtruction. Our old Tranſlation 
renders it in Fofbua vi, 17. 18. execrable Thing, 
and in Ch. vii, 11, 12. excommuniceie Thing; 
which are ſynonymous. Terms and figni- 
ty the fame Thing. In which Places the Diſ- 


tinRion of the Spoil is plainly expreſs'd. All 


the Inhabitants. of Jericha, except Rabab and 
her Family, with their Effects of all Sorts 
were to be deſtroyed; only Gold, Silver, Braſs 
and Iron, were to be conſecrated to the Lord. 
Theſe are by the Szp:uag:nt call'd Holy, be- 


Cauſe they were to be laid up in the Treaſury 


for the Service of the Tabernacle; but all 
rhe reſt was profane, and ordered to be de- 
flroyed. The Septuagint keep to the Word 


Anathema in the foreſaid Text, which fignifies . 


ſeparated or accurſed, and implics that tte 
prophane Spoil was not to be mx with wht 
was Holy. In the ſame Senſe is ite Wor 
Anathema uſed in the New Teſtament, pat. 
cularly by St. Paul, who pronounces (/ «nes 
Anathema, ſepatated from God. tht |s it 
curſed: Which is the old Word for Excom- 
munication, upon the Breach of ſeveral Us 
nons in the moſt early Ages of the Church 

In this one Inſtance *tis obiervable, tint 
tho' it was but one Man that was aftuu 
guilty ; yet the Guilt was charged upon tis 
whole People, and they felt the EfeCts thei 
of; till they had convicted and punifh's tte 
Offender. How great then is the Guilt 0! 
Nations in general, where Sins are Epidemi 
cal, and. repeated from Age to Age! 
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. Ofnder ; and when he was found and convicted, how he ſhould be 
niqhed, early next Morning ſummon'd all the Tribes before the Lord; 
de Lot being caſt upon the Tribes, the Tribe Judah was the Tribe 
Whom the guilty Perſon belonged. Then proceeding by Lot from 
Wc to Family, from Family to Houſhould, and thence to particular 
ns, the Lot fell at laſt upon Achan. Having thus happily diſcover- 
me Perſon, Joſbua, like a prudent Judge, with great Mildneſs exa- 
nes the Criminal, and brought him to a Confeſſion. * I have ſinned 
. againſt the Lord God of 1/rael, ſaid he, for when I ſaw among the 
W $01! a + Royal Garment, and two hundred Shekels of Silver, with 
Wedge of Gold, of fifty Shekels Weight, my Covetouſneſs prompt- 
ed me to take them; which I did, and hid them in the Farth in the 
W midſt of my Tent.” To/bua,; for his more evident Conviction, ſent 
Wicicncers to Achan's Tent ; who, finding the Things hid, as he had 
feed, brought them to the Aſſembly, and laid them before the Lord. 
Wi now Achan being duly convicted, by his own Confeſſion and the 
Wotorouineſs of the Fact, Jeſbua proceeded to Execution by the # ex- 
Wc Command: of God; which was thus: They take Achan, with the 
ments, the Money, and Wedge of Gold, as Evidences of his Guilt, 
bd with him his || Sons, his Daughters, his Cattle, his Tent and all his 
Wovcables, and brought them into the Valley of Achor (which from 
Wn took its Name, fignifying Trouble) where he and his Family being 
ſtoned, were afterwards burn'd. And to perpetuate the Memory of 
W's ior a Warning to others, they raiſed a great Heap of Stones over 
m, a 
The Wrath of God being appeaſed by this Execution, he incourages 
%% to attack Ai afreſh, aſſuring him that. he had given the King of 
and all his People and Country into his Hand; and that he ſhould do 
em as he had done to Jericho and her King; only, for the Incou- 


gement of the Soldiers, he allowed them the. Plunder of the City, and 


+ Riyal, This is render'd Babylent/h, tup-. a Tongue, and for that Reaſon is not im- 


, W's © be ſuch a rich Garment as the Kings properly ſometimes called a Tongue of Gold. 
| Buinlan tormerly wore. The Hebrews 4 Expreſs. See Feb. vii. 15. 
: a Hnbar, that is Babytoniſh ; for Babylon || Sons, c. This Judgment only apper- 


dhe Lznd of Shinar, Gen, xi. 2; tains to God, and to whom be will reveal it. 
dence the Latins render it Pallium Ceccine- To Man he hath expreſsly. commanded, not 

, Scarlet Claak, The Greets render it to puniſh the Fathers for the Children, nor 

e Poikileen, a Garment of State of divers the Children for. the Fathers ſake, but that eve- 

Ys, But this Variety of Verſions do all ry one ſhould be put to Death for bis owa 

en this, that it was a rich Garment, Sin, Deut. xxiy. 16. 

Hage. This was made in the Form ot the 
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the Cattle for themſelves giving Joſhua particular * Inſtructions to | 
a Party of Men in + Ambuſcade behind the City. | 
In order to this Action Foſhua ſelected thirty thouſand Men, out g 
which he appointed five thouſand to hide themſclves between Beth wn 
Ai, who, upon the Signal that he ſhould give them, which was by | 
ing up a Spear with a Banner upon it, ſhould enter the City, a4 
on fire; himfelf having - firſt by another Stratagem drawn all ü 
out of the Town to purſue him in his pretended Flight. 
The Ambuſcade being laid as he had directed, he drew up the Ag 
before the North Part of the City of Ai, and towards Night he my, 
ed into the Valley in Sight of the Enemy to tempt them to lly d 
upon him. This ſucceeded as Toſhua defired ; for the King of A think. 
ing he had them ſure now, early the next Morning drew out all h 
Forces to give 1/-ael Battle; who at the firſt Charge gave Way, 2 
fled. This ſo animated the King of Al's Army, that concluding th 
Jſraehites fled indeed through Fear of them, they called out all th: C. 
tizens to aſſiſt in the Purſuit, which they eagerly did, leaving the Tun 
naked and defenceleſs. But this Confidence of Victory colt them den, 
for when Jeſhua by his ſham Flight had drawn them a good Difang 
from the City, he gave the Signal to the Ambuſcade, who inmedinty 
enter d the City, and ſet it on Fire. When Jeſbua by the Smonk per 
ceived his Men had poſſeſſed themſelves of the Town, he faccd abou; 
and charged the Aian Army; who, not in the leaſt expecting the 170: 
lites would rally, began to think of retiring to the City; but when thy 
ſaw their City in Flames, they were fo difpirited that they had no Powr 
to fight or fly. In the mean Time the Ambuſcade having perform! 
their Orders in burning the City, fell upon the Rear of the King of A 
diſmayed Forces, who being thus incompaſſed were cut in Pieces. 
Joſhua having thus gain'd an entire Victory march'd to Ai, and pi 
all he found in it to the Sword; fo that the Number of the Slain thu 
Day amounted to twelve thouſand Men and Women, Thc Cattlc an 
Spoil of the City was given to the Soldiers, who burnt the City, an 
made it a Heap of Rubbiſh. As for the King of Ai, he was taken It! 
ſoner in the Fight; and being brought before the General, he was by i 
Command hanged on a Tree till & Sun-ſet; at which time he was talen 


*Inſtructionn. God would not deſtroy Ai + Ambuſcade. This was the fi: An 
by a Miracle, as he had done Fericho, becauſe cade we read of in H ſtoiy. F 
he had a Mind to make his People formidable § Sun-jet. This was in pur fhance of tit 
for their Power and Poliey to other Nations Law. See Deut. xxi. 22, 2 17 
with whom they were afterwards to engage. GO 


04 
et ! m_ 
10 Forcg 


l l / the HOLY BIBLE: 191 


1,wn, and buried under a great heap of Stones at the Entrance of the 
Gate of the City. aa 
| Yoſbua having thus happily ſucceeded in this Action againſt Ai, in To- 
xen of Gratitude to the great Giver of Victory erected an Altar to him in 
Mount Ebal, as the Lord had by + Moſes before commanded, on which 
Jie offered Burnt-Offerings, and ſacrificed Peace-Offerings ; and then he 
not only read unto the People, both Maelites and Strangers, the Words 
Jof the Law given by Moſes, but wrote alſo upon great Stones a || Copy 
Tf the Law which Meſes had written. e 
= Thc Fame of the Jraelites Succeſs againſt Jericho and Ai, and the 
terrible Slaughter of the Inhabitants, alarm'd all the Kings on that ſide 
the Fordan; who conſulting the common Security confederated together, 
entering into a League for their mutual Defence. But the Gibeonites, 
who were more deeply affected with the Rumour of the Jaelites Cou- 
rage and Power, diſtruſting a confederated Force againſt ſo great and nu- 
merous a People, and fo well ſkill'd in the Art of War, had recourſe to 
Ia Stratagem to fave themſelves from the general Deſtruction, which they 
W plainly perceiv'd hung over their Heads. They choſe a certain number 
of their Men, who were inſtructed to feign ves to be Ambaſſa- 
dors, come from a far Country to treat for Peace, and enter into a 
League with Jrael. And to perſuade them into a Belief of the great 
diſtance they lived from thence, they dreſſed themſelves in old Cloaths, 
with old clouted Shoes on their Feet, and put dry mouldy Bread into old 
Jacks, and Wine into * old Bottles. Thus accoutred they came to the 
liraelitih Camp at Gilgal, and preſenting themſelves before the General, 
old him they were come from a far Country, and deſired to enter into 
a League with rael. The People at firſt ſuſpected theſe Ambaſſadors, and 
told them, that perhaps they poſſeſſed part of that Land which God had 
giyen them; and if fo, they could not make a Peace with them. And 
| /oſbua put the Queſtion directly to them, aſking them who they were, 
and from whence they came? To which they cunningly, but falſly re- 
plied, © From a far Country are we come, where we have heard of the 


es. See Exod, xx. 25. and Deut. * Old Bottles, Theſe Bottles were not of 


ui. 5 Glafs or Earth, as thoſe in Uſe now a- Days, 


| Copy. It is no preat Difficulty to appre- but were made of Leather, in which they 
nd how many of rhe Gentile Nations came formerly, and now in ſome Countries, kept 
| to imitate the Tews, in many of their religious their Wine. See the Note on the Letter x in 
Oblervances*and Rites, fince the Mojaick Law Lib. VI. 3 
ves ſo publickly expoſed to the Sight of all. 
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Fame of the Eord thy God; of all that he did for thee in Ey), ft 
* to Sihen and Og the Amorite Kings. Wherefore our Governors bj 
us take Proviſion for our Journey, and tell you we are your Serve 
and deſire to be in Amity with you.” Then producing their moul 
Bread, their torn Bottles, and their old Cloaths and Shoes, they aſſurt 
them that they took the Bread hot out of their Houſes when they cam 
from home 1 that their Bottles were then new 3 and that their Garnen 
and Shoes were worn old by reaſon of the Length of their Journey, T 
Iſraelites in this ſuffered themſelves to be outwitted; for they had a für 
Way to have known the whole Truth of this Matter; but negleclig 
to aſk Counſel at the Mouth of the Lord, they ſuffered themſchhes to 
impoſed upon by the ſeeming Simplicity of the ſubtil Gibeonites. Thi 
Stratagem of theirs had its deſired Effect: The credulous 1/r elites he. 
lieve the -plauſible Story of the Gibeonites, confirm'd ſufficiently, as the 
thought, by demonſtrable Tokens, and of which their own Eyes wer 
Judges; ſo that without any further Heſitation or Scruple, they receiy. 
ed them into their Alliance, Jeſbua making Peace with them to let then 
live, and the Princes of the e ee. ſolemnly to obſerve i 
But within three Days this Cheat was diſcovered; and they who pretend. 
ed to come from a diſtant Country, proved to be their Neigibours, and 
inhabited a part of that Land which God had given Mae to poſſes, 
When the 1/-aelttes found their new Allies had put a Trick upon them 
and what noble Plunder the rich Cities of the Gibeonites would have af. 
forded them, they could not forbear mutinying againſt the Princes, who 
had ſworn to obſerve the League; which they perceiving, endeavoured 
to pacify them by urging the Neceſſity they were under of keeping ther 
* Oath, leſt they ſhould incur God's Diſpleaſure; and that tho' the Alland 
extended to. the ſaving their Lives, yet it did not exempt them fun 
Tribute or Service, from which they might reap conſiderable Advantages 
intending to make them Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water, i 
the Uſe of all the Congregation. This being approved, appeaſed the Feo- 
ple; and Foſhua calling for the Gibeonites, expoſtulates the Matter with 
them for thus impoſing upon and deceiving them. They in Exculc at 
ſwer, That they were ſenſible God had given them all the Land where | 
they dwelt, and commanded them to kill all the Inhabitants ; and that 
they had made uſe of this Stratagem to ſave their Lives. | | 
They did fave their Lives indeed by this Trick, but were condemuel 
to perpetual Bondage, and Joſhua himſelf pronounced this Sentence again 


them ; Now therefore are ye curſed, and there ſhall none of m / 
n url bes. 
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« feed from being Bondmen, even Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of 
„ Water, for the * Houſe of my God.” The Gibeanites glad to come 
off ſo, reply d, Behold we are in thy Hand, do to us what thou wilt.“ 
hus Joſhua delivered the Gibeonites from the Fury of the 1/raelites, 
who would have put them all to the Sword. But tho' they had by this 
Policy faved their Lives with the Loſs of their Liberty; yet their Neigh- 
urs the Amorites put them in freſh Danger of loſing them; for deſert- 
ag the common Intereſt, and making a ſeparate League with 1/rael for 
themſelves, they reſolv'd to take Revenge of them. Accordingly Ado- 
izedeck King of + Jebus taking with him four neighbouring Kings, 
lam King of Hebron, Piram King of Farmuth, Tapia King of La- 
%% and Debir King of Eglon, with their joined Forces they incamp 
fore Gibeon. The Gibeonites not daring to truſt to the Strength of 
ir City againſt ſo potent and confederated a Force, diſpatch away 
Veſſengers to their new and great Allies to their Camp at Gilgal, to ac- 
(yin them that the Kings of the Amorites that dwelt in the Mountains 
med againſt them, and to intreat them to come up to their Relief 
xii! pred... Jaſbua was bound in Honour and Intereſt to ſuccour them; 
2 which God himſelf gave particular Encouragement, aſſuring him of 
tory, Upon which Jeſtua by a ſwift March came up with them 
Nicht, and ſurprized them in the Morning. The Action was hot for 
time, but they were ſoon put to Flight; and as they fled, a Storm of 
all overiook them, which fell with ſuch Violence upon them, that more 
vere deſtroyed by. the Hailſtones than by the Sword. The five Confede- 
ate Kings eſcaping the Storm of Hail, in their Flight made to a Cave in 
place called Makkedah, and there hid themſelves from the Purſuit of the 
nemy ; but Jeſhua having Intelligence of their Concealment, order d the 
ave to be block'd. up, and ſet a Guard upon it to prevent their Eſcape ; 
mmanding. the reſt of the Army to continue the Purſuit, and to do Ex- 


or tion on the Enemies, leſt they ſhould retreat to any fortified Place. 
o- Wd that they might not want time to compleat their Victory, Fo/hua, 
h rcffing himſelf to God in Prayer, received Authority from him to 
1 ommand the Sun, in the Sight of Mael, to ſtandſtill, ſaying, Sun, ſtand 
„on fill upon Gibco, and thou Moon in the Valley of 4jalon.” The 
.at Machines obeyed, and ſtood unmoved at his Command. This was 


ed Haut. From the Gibeonites being thus called Nethinims (that is, Given) in 1. Chron. 
un or dedicated to the Service of the Taber- ix. 2 and often ſo in other Places. 

0 © and of all the Conpgregation, their Poſ- + Jebus. T his Place Was afterwards, in 
0 : after the building of the Temple were David's Time, called Fergſalem. 
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"A long Day indeed; for never before or ſince did God honour Ma h 
much as to Change the Courſe of Nature, and ſtop the Motion df 4, 
rolling Orbs. EL 
Heaven thus miraculouſly aftiſting Foſhua in gaining the Victoꝶ h 
returns from the Chaſe, and ordering the Cave to be open'd, where th 
five Kings lay hid, he commanded them to be brought before him, The 
calling for the Officers of 'the Army, he bid them ſet their Feet upon th 
Necks of thoſe Kings; which they did. This was not to inſult over fr 
wretched Captives, but an emblematical Prediction of their future gi. 
ceſs over the Enemies of God's People; For thus, fays Foſbus, | willy 
to all that oppoſe you. Then commanding Execution to be done Upon 
them, he cauſed them to be hanged upon ſeveral Trees until the Ex, 
ing; when he order'd them to be taken down, and caſt into the Cy 
where they had hid themſelves, making their intended Sanctuary thi 
Sepulchre. NY 
Joſbua having thus ſucceſsfully cleared the Field of his Enemies, th 
next Thing he undertakes is the reducing of the Cities. He marche 
firſt to Mackedah, then to Libnah ; from thence to Lachi/h, where bt 
flew the King of Gezer, who came to the Relief of Lachi/. From II 
_chiſh he marched to Eglon, from Eglon to Hebron, and from Hebrin u 
Debir. All which Places he took by Storm, and put the Tnhabitan 
both Kings and People to the, Sword, as God had & commanded. J. 
ſtua having performed ſuch great Exploits, and conquered ſo way 
Kings and Nations in + one Expedition thro' the Aſſiſtance of the mige 
ty God of T/ael, returned with his victorious Army to his Camp 4 
Gilgal. 5 
Theſe great Succeſſes of Trae] alarmed the more diſtant Nations, & 
pecially the Hazorites, whoſe King thinking it in vain for the Prin 
of Canaan to encounter ſingly with fo puiſſant and victorious an Amy 
ſends to Jobab King of Madon, to the King of Shimron; and to the Rg 
of Achſbaph, and to all the neighbouring Princes within Reach, to in 
them into a League, that with their united Force they might ore the 
Iaelites out of the Land they had conquered. 5 = 
"Theſe Potentates the next Campaign with an almoſt innumerabic At 
my prepare to fight Foſhua ; whoſe God to chaſtiſe the Pride and Pre 


* 


8 Commanded. See Deut. xx. v. 16, 17. uss Government, and placed t the "0 
+ One Expedition. All theſe great Atchieve- of the World 2553. But they abel 718 
ments are by ſome Chronologers reckon'd to have extended into, if they did not #1979 
have been performed in the firſt Year of Fo- up the Year 2554, 


funptio 
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book III. 


"tion of his Bnemies, and to encourage his General, bids him not to 
WE... them, For to-morrow, ſays be, I will deliver them into the Hand 
of Ifael, and thou ſhalt diſable their Horſes, and burn their Chariots, 


ile thought Joſhua durſt look them in the Face: But he, in purſuance 
{the Encouragement and Inſtructions God had given him, without De- 


WW; takes the Field, marches directly towards the Enemy, and falls ſo 
* ddcnly upon them, that he immediately routed them, and in the Pur- 

„ir put all to the Sword. And becauſe Jabin, the King of Aa zor had 
en the Head of the Confederacy, he cauſed that City to be burnt to 


the Action, he left ſtanding, and gave the Cattle and Plunder of them to 
Wthe Soldiers. Thus did Jeſbua by || Degrees recover all the Land of 
(anaan, ſubduing the People that poſſeſſed it, and ſlaying all their Kings, 
one and thirty in Number, with the Anakims or Giants, of whom he 
Jett none remaining, except in Gaza, Gath, and Aſpdod. And now 
Joſtus began to think of a Settlement, which he did by dividing the 
Land beyond Fordan among the nine Tribes and half; who being ſet- 
led in their ſeveral Poſſeſſions, Foſhud ſet up the Tabernacle at Shiloh. 
Then calling the Rrubenites, Gadites, and half Tribe of Manaſſeb, and 


1 cknowledging that they had faithfully kept their Covenant in accom- 
HW pin ying their Brethren, and helping them to ſubdue their Enemies, he 
badly diſmiſſed them, adviſing them to continue ſtedfaſt in their Duty 
; [io Cod; and giving them his Bleſſing, they returned to their Families 


loaded with Spoils, conſiſting of Gold, Braſs, Iron, Raiment, and very 
much Cattle, which was their Share of the Plunder taken from the E- 


11— 
——— — 


The Confederate Princes thinking themſelves ſecure in their Numbers, 


the Ground. But all the other Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were ſlain in 
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& Fm! during the War. 

2 | C | 
, | | Ws 6 13 | : : 8 | 
; Degrees. Theſe great Atchievements 
i | may be alluwed to have taken up ſome Years, 
ei 41's indeed in 7%. xi. 18. it is ſaid Fohbus 
he | mace Wer a'long Time with all thoſe Kings, 


| And trom Caleb: Words in Chap. xiv. v. b. 


My reaſonably be gathered, that between Rx 


Aud, Sc. The other Things which ate 


2 mentioned in the Book of Foſhua, may be 
po lußpoied io haye taken up che reſt of Fo/hud's 
3 


n. Where he ſays; it is five and forty - Years || 
lince he was ſent as a Spy inio the Land, it 
Tabernacle at Shiloh, 
pointing Cities of Refuge for the Manſlayer, 
Ch. xx. the ſetting out Cities for the Levites, 


and ſeven Leats were ſpent in this War. 


Time: As the Dividing the Land among the. 
Non. XXVII. 828 * 


% . © 
* . 
* . = . 0 
% 
1 „ - a +” 7 70 


5 nine Tiibes | and half- by Lot, from Chap: Wits 
to Chap. xjx. (For, the Tribes of Reuben and 


Cad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſeh, had their 
Portions affigned, and given them on the other 
Side of the Jordan by Moſes himſelf Numb. 
xxxii. which isl in. Zo. xii. 20, 21, repeated, 
and the. Lots 8% J Thy ſettitg up of the 

hap. xvili. 1. the ap- 


ſome out of each Tribe, CH, xxi. with many 
other Things of more particular Concern, 
which being not hiſtorical, I have thought fit 
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196 4 Complaat HISTORT Book |I| 
Theſe two Tribes and half, being fafely arrived on the Border; of th 


_ occaſion'd a War between them and the other Tribes; to whom fl 
Matter being either miſrepreſented, or they miſapprehending and f 


them, charging them with Rebellion againſt the Lord; and, to ag, 
vate the Matter, they put them in Mind of the Sin of + Per; and u 


Jordan, erected an Altar, not for any religious Uſe, but as a Mer... 
to ſucceeding Ages, that though they were parted from their Brethren 
the Fordan, yet they were all of one Extraction and Religion, and 15 
equal Right to the Altar of the Lord at Shiloh, and the Worſhip 

formed three. 'This had like to have proved of fatal Conſequence. 4 


M 


pecting their Brethren on the other Side the Jordan, were about t, . 
volt from God and them, they unanimouſly aſſemble their Forces 
Shiloh, in order to declare War againſt them. But before they procrel 
ed to Extremities, they choſe ten Princes, one out of each Tribe. ant 
they the Chiefs of their Families, with Phineas and Eleazer, and en 
them away to inquire into the Cauſe of this new erected Altar. 
As ſoon as they were come to them, they fell very roughly up 


let them ſee that it was not out of an officious buſy Temper or Hur 
that they came to them thus, but out of a general Concern for the 
whole People, they ſaid, If you thus rebel againſt the Lord, he wil 
“ fſoon be angry with the whole Congregation of 1/rae!.” This they inf 
by the late . Inſtance of Achan. And to prevent any Objection, and 
take from them all Pretence of Excuſe or Defence, they add, © If je 
© have done this from any Apprehenſion, that the Land ye poſſeſs on 
«© that Side the Jordan is unclean, or leſs holy than ours, becauſe the 
«© Tabernacle is on our Side the River, return and ſettle amongſt us 
« where the Tabernacle reſteth: But by no Means rebel againſt the 
„Lord, nor us, in building you an Altar beſides the Altar of the Lord. 
The Reubenites, Gadites, and Manaſſites, were very much concerned at 
the ill Opinion their Brethren entertain'd of them; but well knowing 
their own Innocency, with a ſolemn Appeal to God return Anſwer !9 
Phineas and his Companions in this Manner : The Lord God of the 
« whole World, and all Yael, ſhall know how innocent we are of tht 
« Rebellion with which you charge us. If we have ſet up an Al: 
% in Oppoſition to the Lord's Altar, let him judge and puniſh us, nt 


= 


to omit in the Text, and from hence refer + Peor. See Numb. xxv. for which din d 
the Reader to the Texts above-mentioned, and Poor, the Plague was fent among ti Congre- 
wha: follows, ____ gation, | * 
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. ther do ye ſhew us any Favour, But when you ſhall know the 
„ Truth, you will find what we have done was to prevent what you 
. Kar. For we conſider' d that in Time to come your Children might 
ay unto our Children, What have ye to do with the Lord God of 
. Vrael ?. For ſince the Lord hath made the Jordan a Border and Bound 
between us and you, you have no Part in the Lord; that is, you do 
WT « 0; belong to the Congregation of the Lord, nor have any Right to 
come before his Tabernacle, nor to offer upon his Altar; and ſo your 
cChüdren might be an Occafion to our Children to turn Rebels to the 
Lord. Therefore we agreed to build an Altar, not for Burnt-Offer- 


and our Generations after us; that when we ſhould conie to perform 
Scrvice to the Lord with our Burnt-Offering and Sacrifice before him, 
it your Children ſhould ſay unto ours, Ye have no Part in the Lord; 
our Children might reply, Behold the Pattern of the Altar of the Lord, 


W © b-twcen us and you. But as to the Matter you charge us with, God 
« forbid that we ſhould rebel againſt the Lord, and turn, this Day from 
W- following the Lord, to build an Altar for Burnt-Offerings, Meat-Of- 
I ferings or Sacrifices, beſides the Altar of our God, that is before his 
F< Tabernacle. 25 . 


CD — 


— — 
— — 


W this fair and juſt Vindication of the Reubenites and the reſt, they could 
not forbear ſhewing great Satisfaction; and being overjoy'd at the Proof 


EY HH 0 


LF 
— 


[Preſence among them, teſtifies the ſame tothe injur'd Reubenites, aſſu- 
ing them by this Teſt of their Loyalty to God, that he was ſtill pre- 
ent with them. Then taking Leave of their Brethren, they return in 


> 


* 


t Tnumph to the Iſraelites at Shiloh, who with infinite Pleaſure and Joy 
rwe the good Tidings of their Brethrens Innocence, and of their pious 
0 


rue God: And changing their angry Thoughts of War into thoſe of 
| Lenderneſs and Peace, they bleſs God for the happy Iſſue of this dange- 
tous Affair. As for the Rubenites and their Brethren, to. prevent any 


wich they had built E D, which ſignifies a Witneſs, adding this as the 
[Reaſon of the Name; For it ſhall} be a Witneſs between us and our 


ting 


15 ing, nor for a Sacrifice, but to be a Witneſs between you and us, 


nich our Fathers made, not to facrifice upon, but to be a Witneſgz 


When Phineas and the Princes of the People that were with him heard 


Jof their Innocence, Phineas looking upon this as a happy token of God's 


Cre and Zeal to preſerve; their Poſterity in the Fear and Service of the 


future Jealouſy or Suſpicion of their Intentions, they called the Altar 


© Brethren, the other Tribes of Hjrael, that the Lord is God,” Intima- 
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under {laviſh Bondage till God ſent Moſes and Aaron to deliver them, 


e them againſt the Amorites. Vourſelves have lately ſeen confederitet 


*T. pathed out the way to an eaſy Victory for you. over all your Enems, 


having done, in very ample and ſignificant Terms he wrote Words d 


ing by this, that tho“ they lived at a Diſtance from the reſt of they 
Brethren; yet both had but one God, who was the God of ae. 
After this Jaſbua reaped the Fruits of his Victories in the quiet Bg. 
joyment of Peace; and at laſt being grown old, and foreſeeing his Fry 
to be near at Hand, he cauſed all {/rae/' to be aflembled, to whom h 
thus briefly enumerated the Bleffings God had beſtowed on their An, 
tors and themſelves : © Your Fathers dwelt on the other Side of the Ju. 
* dan, from whence the Lord brought Abraham his Servant to his h. 
<© py Country, where he bleſſed his old Age with a Son, and that $y 
** with two others, Facob and Eſau. Eſau poſſeſſed Mount $eir , hi 


A 


e Jacob and his Family went into Egypt ; where their Poſterity remain! 


„ You cannot be ignorant of the Wonders God wrought by their Hand 
** when he plagued Egypt for their Sakes, nor of his Care in protecting 


* 


Nations fall before you, and the Power of the Almighty hach alwzy, 


And now at laſt he hath left you in quiet Poſſeſſion of a Land tu 
© aboundeth with all manner of Plenty; whoſe happy Soil, without your 
Labour, yields the comfortable Product of all that Nature can gne 
In Recompence for all this, your great Protector and Benefactor require 
* only an exact Obedience to his Laws.” Then ſolemnly declaring 
„That what Courſe ſoever the reſt ſhould take, he and his Houſc would 
* ſerve the Lord; And exhorting them to a faithful Obſervance of the 
Laws of God, he invited them to renew the Covenant with God. Which 


their Covenant in the Bock of the Law of God. Then ſetting up a great 
Stone under an Oak by the Sanctuary of the Lord, he bid the Pcopt 


Soon after this, Joſhua being arrived at the hundred and tenth \ 


ame 


ook Ill. of the HOLY BIBLE. 199 
me allo. died Eleazer,. the Son of Aaron the Prieſt, whom they buried 

2 Hill which was given him in Mount Ephraim, and which deſcend»: 
do Phincas his Son and Succeſſor in the Prieſth ock. 
W The Children of Mrael, as has been faid at the End of the firſt 
Wok, being obliged by Oath to carry Joſephs Bones with them when 
Prey ſhould be delivered from the Egyptian Bondage, having them ſtill 
ich them, now bethought themſelves of the Obligation they lay un- 
ger to perform their Anceſtors Engagement; they therefore buried Fo- 
W's Bones in Sechem, in a parcel of Ground which Jacob had for- 


FL erly bought ef the $0n of Homer, the Father of echem ; which 
| Ware! of Ground afterwgrds became he Inheritance of Jeſpb's Poſterity, 
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BOOK Iv. 


2 


HE aelites as yet having Foſhua's Exhortation freſh in 
WF their Memory, and being warn d of the dangerous C 
© quence of their Anceſtors Murmurings, dare not undertake 
any Thing without God's Direction. And theie fil r. 
& maining ſeveral of the Canaanitifh Kings unconquer'd, «nd 
Wi ght be troubleſome to them, they unanimouſly repair to the l. 
ered Oracle at Shilob, to aſk Direction who ſhould go firſt up for then 
to fight the Canaamtes. The Lord gave this firſt Poſt of Honour to tit 
Tribe of Judab, with an Aſſurance of Victory. Whereupo: they It 


* The Iſraelites. After the Death of Joſhua, 
the {/raelites were long without any King or 
Sovereign. 


and they by Degrees ſubdued the reſt of the In- 
habitants of the Country, either deſtroying 


oh making wem T ributariess The Neighbour- 


Every Fribe being govern'd by its 
Elders, choſe its own Commanders tor War, 


ges, that is, there ſupreme Magistrats, te x 
miniſter Juice, and govern them. 


ing Kings made War on, and wen- 
dued them; but God from Time ine raed 
ſome Perſons, who delivered them fron '! 
Oppteſſions. In Acknowledgment '0! which 


Benefit the People appointed them the.“ jugs 
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ea the Tribe of Simeon, whoſe Lot lay within theirs, to accompany 
em in this Expedition; they promiſed them, if they would join For- 
with them now, they would do the like for them afterwards. Simeon 
es; and taking the Field they both attack the cruel King of Bezet, who 
ing fortified Himſelf in his City, could not hold out long againſt victo- 
os Veel; but ſeeing his heartleſs Troops give Way, quits the Place, 
WW... cndcavours by ignoble Flight to fave his Life. But in vain; for the 


N 1 
„ 


alites having taken the Town, and put ten thouſand of the People 


E Acknowledgement of the Juſtice of God upon him; for he confeſſed he 
| 

rar gled Condition he made to gather their Meat like Dogs under his Table. 
& 7c cla City + Febus, with its Territories, lay in two Parts; of 
Wich one Part fell to the Lot of Judah, the other Part to that of Ben- 
dab ſoon overrun that Part of it that belonged to him, and 
g put the Inhabitants to the Sword, ſet the Place on Fire. Hicher 
chey brought the Captive King Adonzvezek, where he died. 
e next March of the Maelites was againſt the Canaanites that dwelt 
t; Southward on the Mountains, and in the Plains; where having 
W Hebron, they marched to attack Debir, which was a Part of Ca- 


don in his Camp that he would give Ach/ab his Daughter to the brave 
Hero who ſhould attack and take the Town. The Hopes of this beau- 
ful Prize raiſed in all the Youth a generous Emulation, and - ſpurred 
them on to Love and Glory: But none came near the brave & Othnzel, 


and with it the fair Prize. 


*): ſprung from Jebuſi, the third Son of C. the Poſter.ty of Kenez ; from whom Caloò be- 


fuiſalem, which Name it. had till long after; Numb. XXxIi. 12. and Job, xiv. v. 133 
or alter that the Iſraektes had facked and — 618 DG, 


* Tebufites, 
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Sword, they purſue Adontkezet the King, having taken him they cut 
bis Thumbs and great Toes. This Execution drew from the Tyrant 


Bd cu: of the Thumbs and great Toes of ſeventy Kings, whom in that 


Y//': Portion, but poſſeſſed by the Canaanites. This being Caleb's Pro- 
g notwithſtanding his great Age, he reſolves to ſlorm the Place ; and 
Wo \0courage his Men the more in this brave Attempt, he made Procla- 


Wl. conquering Sword at the Head of his Party hews down all be- 
for: him, and paths the Way to Victory. In ſhort, he won the Place, 


oclniels Gallantry being thus nobly rewarded by Caleb, the beaute- 
das Acb/ab thinking her ſelf not a ſufficient Gratitude for the Service of 
+ 7ebur, This City, and its Territories | 0 Ochniel. He was ſomewhat of Kin to 
bad hitherto been [poſſeſſed by the Febujites, Caleb, being as Tremilius and Funlus' fay, of 


dan, Gen x, 16. It is in udę. i. 8. called ing deſcended, was therefore called Kenezite,. 


Purnt it, it was rebullt again, and pofſeſſed by — A Ber 
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her valiant Hero; puts him upon aſking of her Father a Parcel of Lo 
ready overpaid, ſeems backward in the Requeſt ; therefore Ah A 
dreffing her ſelf to her Fatfrer Caleb, deſired him in general Tem, g 
give her a Blefling, but more particularly the thus applied to him; „ Tü 
* haſt already given me a pleaſant Eſtate in the South Part of the Con. 
45. try; but it is hot and dry, and likely to prove barren z give me, I py 
* thee, this Parcel of Land, which is well watered.” Upon which ty 
generous Parent granted her Requeſt, giving her the upper and loyy 
. Old Caleb, though he had paſſed his eighty- fifth Year, yet rey, 
ing his youthful Strength and V igour, puſhes on his good Fortune, 2 
takes Hebron, as has been already ſaid, with other Places, expelling th 
Gigantick Race of Arna# ; but the Inhabitants of the Valley kept thei 
Ground, being a hardy People, and well provided with werlike My 
nition, ſuch as Iron Chariots, Cc. Ig 
- Thoſe of Joſeph's Family, that went up againſt Bethel, did by th 
Aſſiſtance of the Lord prevail ; for ſending out Spies to diſcover the City 
they ſeeing a Man come out of it ſeized him, and promiſed him Me. 
cy if he would ſhew them the Avenues to it. The Man, to fave hi 
Life, gave them the beſt Information he could; by which they ſo we 
ſucceeded, that having given Notice to the reſt of their Forces to joy 
them, they enter'd the Town, and and put the Inhabitants to the Swot, 
except the Man that had diſcovered the Entrance, with his Family, 
As for the other Tribes, they alſo poſſeſſed themſelves of the Land 
allotted them; but did not deſtroy the Inhabitants, contenting themſchis 


amongſt them. Only the Children of Dan were ſo unſucceſsful again 
the Amorites, that they were forced to quit the Plains, and retire 0 
the mountainous -Parts of the Country, which were kept pent u 
for a Time. But the reſt of the 1/raelites, who had been ſuccelsful a 
gainſt the Canaanites and Amorites, fell into a great Error; for, «ith! 


thro": Lenity or Covetouſneſs, not making tlie right Liſe of their Vd 
ries, as they were expreſly * commanded by God, they not only pi 
mitted them to tive, but incouraged them to trade and deal with chen 
This Diſobedience and Neglect of the Divine Precept not only proved! 
2 Springs, Ste Nudg. l 17. Command. See Brod. xxl. 2 3% 33 
j Eighty, See Feb. xiv. 11. 2. Brut. vii. 2. Er, aer b 
120 | | | | dirs yp we his 
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os, and bringing them into that 


— 


Da protection from them. 


| Ange), This is a Meſſenger, for ſo the 
ord implies. The Rabbins will have this 
ſenger to be Phineas the Prieſt. But by 
Words of the Text, Judg. i. 1. it muſt 
n Angel, or divine Meffenger, by whoſe 
wth God declared, J brought you out of E- 
t; whict could not be applied to Phineas. 

But Mention was made in 7% xxiv. 
(and the ſame is repeated here, Judg. ii v. 


elbeut-hVyed Joſhua, who had ſeen all the 
Works of the Lord that he wrought 
Hel. But when that Generation was 
, and there aroſe another Generation after 
p, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
och he had done for 1ſrael, v. 10 
Children ot T/rael did Evil in the Sight 
e Lord, and ſerved Baglim, vit that is, 
cb. or Tutclar Gods, 10 called of the ſeve- 
ons ab ut them. _ 
Baal and Ibero That is, Bols or 
e Heamens. For by Baal, or Ba- 
Were lliyn ified all Male Gods, as the Fe- 
p Vere by Aſptetoth, which was the Idol of 
"nons, repretented in the Form of a 
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bare to them, but likewiſe incenſed God againſt them; who, to make 
Jem ſenſible of their Folly, ſent an 
Wn Favours he had beſtowed upon 
good Land, and of his Faithfulneſs 
3 \ keeping his Covenant with them, which chey had fo. unfaithfully vio- 
ed, by which Ingratitude they had provoked God to withdraw his Help 


nde people of Jſrael ſerved the Lord all 
De Joſhua and all the Days of the El. 


11 
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＋ Angel to remind them of the 
them, in delivering them out of 


his Reproach for the preſent brought the People to themſelves, and 
ade them ſo ſenſible of their Sin that they fell into a general weeping, 
Hored the Wretchedneſs of their Condition, and offered Sacrifice to the 
ord to appeaſe his Wrath, calling the Name of the Place where they 
eived this Reproof Bochim, which ſignifies Weepers. 
Were their Tears wiped off at Bochim, when they, forſaking the Lord 
Wol of their Fathers, fell into open Idolatry, worſhipping + Baal and 
erath, the Idols of the Heathens ; which fo provoked the Lord, that 
& | often ſuffered them to be taken and inſlaved by their Enemies. But 
at which brought theſe Calamities upon them, was their Favour to 


But ſcarce. 


Sheep. The fiſt Idol, or Baal was that of. 


Nimrod, which the Mrrians worſhipped t For 
Nimrod ves Baal or Belus, the Father of Ni- 

nus, Huſbird to Semiramis, And Baa', Bat, 
Beel, Bel, Belus, Cc. are the ſame. Fr: m 

the A//yrians the Bab) lonians took the LTiol and 
Worſhip of Belus; 2s it is plain in the Hiſto- 
ry of Bel and the Dragon; which, according 
to the Latin is the fourteenth Chapter of Dg- 
mel) And from the Babylonians the Zydont- 
ans and Phenaans wok them. Hepce all the 
Lois or Gods of the Heathavs, by an extenſive. 
Name, were called Baal, Bel, Bualim. And 
from the Variety of Gods, or their Places and 
Events, they were named, as Be!phegor, that 
is, Priapus ihe luſtful God; Beeizebub, the 
God ot Flies; Beelxephon, the God of the Ea- 
gles, or Mercury; Bas gad, the God Fortune. 

Ard from the Word Baal are compourinded 

ſeveral! African Names, (which Language, as 

well as Country, bordered on the Hebrews, ) 

as Hannibal, that 1s, Lord of Camps; Hajoru- 

bal, Lord of Villages, Cc. oy | 

| Often. See Fudg 11, from the fourteenth 
Veiſe to the End of the Chapter. 


1 5 thoſe 


Yet, notwithſtanding they knew all this, they ſo far indulged ther); 


left them to themſelves ; who without his Care and Protection made hu 
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thoſe Enemies with whom God had forbid them all Manner of * c, 
reſpondence. For, beſides that it was expreſly forbidden in the Law, % 
ſhug but juſt before his Death had particularly warned them of the Dy, 
ger they would fall into, if they ſhould entertain any Familiarity wh 
thoſe Nations that God had doomed to Deſtruction : And above all thin; 
he laid a moſt ſtrict Charge on them to take Care that they did not mr. 

with them, which he knew would naturally lead them to Idol. 


in a looſe Converſation with the Canaanites, Hittites, Perigaites, ty. 
rites, Hivites, and. Jebufites, that forgetting the Obligation they lay up 
der, they made Intermarriages with them; the immediate Conſequence 
which was, that they ſerved their + Gods. 

By theſe Provocations God was ſo incenſed againſt ac“, that hy 
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a poor Defence againſt their Enemies; for Cyſhan-riſhathaim, King of I. 
ſopotamia, invading them, made an eaſy Conqueſt of them, i in 
them for eight Years. During which time of Servitude the //-/ 
coming to a Senſe and Acknowledgment of their Tranſgreilions, ud 


crying to. the Lord for Help, he raiſed up a Deliverer for them. Thi 
was the brave Othniel, who in Recompence of his Valour had mari i 
Caleb's Daughter. This Hero being divinely & inſpired, undertook the h 
Deliverance of the 1/raehtes, defeated Cuſban-riſbathaim, K ing of H 
Fotamia, and by this Victory over the Syrians procured to the In 
2. Peace of I forty Years ; during which time Othniel govern'd H 
and was the firſt of thoſe we call Judges. ba 
The I/raelites having under Othnel's peaceful Adminiſtration enjoyed aſp c 
uninterrupted Reſt and Tranquillity, grew wanton ; and uny;atefully i 
getting the former Favours and Benefits God had beftowed upon en 0 
lapſed into their former Sins. of Apoſtacy, and Corruption in Neige , 
Of which the two following Stories are notorious Inſtances. r 
. * | fo 
“ Corręſpondance. See the Note on this Þ+ Forty Years, That is, from the Deal ot 
mark in the Pape before. | of Toſhua, as ſome compute 3: ; but If mind 0 
+- Gods. See Judg iii. 6: in all Probability from the ime of 1 y g 
Iußpir'd. All virtuous Qualities, whether verance by the Conduct of Othnie!, ae” i 
natural or ſupernatural, are in the Holy Scrip- Pin ſays, (and with great realon, Seele a 


ture called the Spirit of the Lord. Thus Be- rael in Peace for the Space o o Tn 
zaleel, Exad, xxxi. 3. is ſaid to be filled with the, || Stories. Theſe two Stories ale oy 
Spirit of God, when he was appointed to build in the ſeventeenth, eighteenth, and po p 
the Tabernacle, The ſame is ſaid ot Gideon, Chapters of Judges; and being GNpoi0 


Samſin, Saul and others, Wards the End of the Book, ice * 
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Micab, finding 
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onged to later Times; but in the Judg- 


oo many to recount; I therefore chooſe to 
"ſect theſe Stories here, as the moſt likely 
ies for ſuch Evils to have been committed 
io. Forit is plain from the Text, that theſe 
Tings happen'd when there was no King 
that s Ruler; for properly ipeaking, there 
bid deen hitherto no King) in Ifrael; but eve- 
„ Man did that which was right in his own 
Eyes, Ch xvii. 6. xviii. 1 XiX. 1. 
* Shefels, Which if common Shekels at 
ore Shilling and three Pence each, would a- 
mount to fixty eight Pounds and fifteen $hil- 
W ling of Eng liſb Money; but if Shekels of the 
dau ctuat y, double that Sum. | 
F + Trrophim! We have already ſpoken 
| ſomething of Teraphim in the Story of Jacob's 
Flight from Laban, when Rachel took away 
with her her Father's Teraphim. But of this 
a l!tle more now: Toraphim were Images; 
for the moſt Part of Men, but ſometimes of 
other (Creatures; as particularly Dogs, for 
their Watchfulneſs in guarding the Houſe. 
This latter Sort were accounted Tutelar or pro- 
teting G0%ds, anſwerable to the Lares and Pe- 
rates, or Houſhould Gods, amongſt the Ro- 
mans. Thoſe Teraphims, which bore the I- 
mage of a Jan, or at leaſt, of the Head of a 
Man, were uſed as Oracles, to be conſulted 
with, and inguired of, in any doubtful! or hid- 
&n\Maiter, Theſe were conſecrated by Ma- 
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3 ment of moſt learned Men, they were tran- 
ed about this Time. Their Reaſons are 
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was about this time a devout Woman of the Tribe of Dan, who 
niſtaken Zeal had dedicated a Sum of Money to the Lord, and 
intending her Son ſhould make with it an Idol. Her Son, 


the Money, but not knowing to what 
bis Mother had devoted it, took it for himſelf. She miſſing che 
b and not ſuſpecting her Son, did in his Preſence curſe the ſacr1- 
Thief; which ſo frighted the Son, that he Confeſſed the Fact, 
W.: reſtored it to her, being in all eleven hundred “ Shekels of Silver. 
e Mother having received her Money again, took two hundred Shekels 
Wit and gave them to a Founder to make an Idol; which being done, 
. placed it in the Houſe of her Son's Gods; for he had made a 
d an Epbod, and & conſecrated one of his Sons to be his Prieſt for a 


+ Teraphim 


g while, 


gical Art, to ingage ſome evil Spirit ro ſpeak 
through them, and give Anſwers to the En- 
quitets Laban's Gods, which his Dauyhter 
Rachel ſtole trom him, and are call'd Tera- 
phim, Gen. xxxi. 19. are thought by ſome to 
have been ſuch Oracular Images; and that 
ſhe therefore took them that her Father might 
not, by conſulting them know, which Way 
her Huſband was gone. But this, with ſome 


looks too groſs, who rather think they were 


but the common Penates, or Houſhould Gods: 
But now. though the Times, in which this 
Story of Miah was tranſacted, were evil, and 
the People, for want of Government, and by 
intermingling With the Heathen Nations, wete 
very much corrupted, yet it is hard to conceive 
that they cou'd be already ſo far dezenerated as 
to ſet up theſe Oracular Images, to ask Council 
of the Devil by. But it is probable they thougt 
they might worſhip God by or through 
Images, (as too many, who are called Chriſti- 
ans, at this Day do;) for it is evident from 
the Text, Fudg. xvii. 3. that Micab's Mother 
dedicated her Money to the Lord, which ſhe 
deſigned for the making of Imaves ; and Mi- 
cah himfelf, when he made the Teraphim, made 
alſo n Ephed, v. 5. which was a Garment 
appointed by God for the Prieſt to wear, 
Exod xxviii. 4. and by Which they. did ask 
Counci} of God, as in the. Caſe of David, 1 
Sam. xxx. 7, 8. 2 
Conſecrated. This was a great Abuſe, 
and imputable to the Licentiouſneſs of thoſe: 
Times 


long 6 
as a Levite, and had aus 


y, Invi young Levite to g 
im, and be to him a T Father and i Hering him f. 
ges ten Shekels of Si 

rel, one for common Wearing, and the other to officiate in. 
liking the Terms Cloſes wi | 


the other hand, Mzcah 


About the ſame time ſom nding the I. 
fell to them upon the Divifior ime, tog li. 
tle for them, and not inj er (tor the Age,, 
has been already faid, would not ſuffer then. to poſſeſs the Valley, 
was the beſt and richeſt Part, 
they were fain to ſeek out m 


| ow he came thither, and what Bufin 
there. He told them what Agreement Micah had made wi 
that he was Micab's Prieſt. When they heard this, 


every one did what ſeem'd right in 
His own Eyes W 


tain. Tremellius and Junius call Jenaſbon Peg 
Nat 1s here, Tuag, xvii. 5. ren- 
Cer'd Canſecrati 


nepos Moſchis, ex Mans ſſeth. 
"8, is Originally filling the Hand, 
ard is a Hebrew Phraſe; 


As it Manaoſſeth hg been 
Conſecrating being Miffos's Sen, Ger/hom Moes Giancten, ard 
P*rtorm'd as well by filling the Hare with this Jonathan Moſests Great Grandlon. 
Gifts and Vichms, as by the anointino Oil. 


Times When 


Annit on 


But 
L nce We reid of no more than two Sons that 
+ Father The Prieſt was call'd à Father oles had, vis. Ger/hom and Elieger, Exld 
Or Reverence ſake being indeed a Spiritual Fa XVilt 4. this muſt be confider'd tune other 
. ther to the Laity, as having Care of their W. Latin 1 
Souls, and Cha 


: ? | ; Which 1g 

rge of the Holy Things, Thus called St. Feroms, dead It Janatban 2% Hen i 

are Preceptors called Fathers to their Pupils, Geiſhom the San of Moſes, And anothel {11g 
Senators F athers to the Citwxene, Princes Fa- the Hebrews read Moſes for Manaſſes : which 
thers of their Countries, e. 5 | {ſounds moſt likely, if any ſuch Fonathan, Sun 
Levite. Who th Of Ger/hom can he found and Whoſe Age may 
bar to ſay He is call'd Jonathan, ſuit the T'ime of this Story, 
oi Gerſbom the Son of Manaſſeth, Ch ili. 


Faſbua's. Zee Zh, xix, 47. 
30. But who this 14 


aſk .. 
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Counſel of God, that they might know whether their Journey would 
e proſperous or no. With this Encouragement they went on till they 
ne to Laiſb; where obſerving the People lived very ſecure and care- 
I without any ſort of Diſcipline or Government, they concluded it 
ud be no difficult Matter to conquer them, and take Poſſeſſion of the 
Pace. And with this Report they returned to their Friends, giving 
em an Account that the Land abounded with all Neceſſaries for Life. 

The Danites embrace the Opportunity, and arming a Party of fix hun- 
ed Men, they ſent them to take poſſeſſion of the City of Laiſb. Theſe 
Wnarching through Mount Ephraim came in their Way by Micab's Houſe, 
here making a Halt, the five Spies, who were Guides to this Party, 
ad had been there before, acquainted the reſt that there were in that 
WHouſc an Ephod and Teraphim, and a graven and a molten Image, wiſh 
em to conſider whether they had beſt tarry there to aſk Counſel of 
he Lord concerning the Succeſs of their Enterprize, or take the Ephod 
Ind Images with them, to conſult upon all Occaſions, The laſt ſcem'd 
moſt expedient ; for the five Spies that were the Guides, leaving the 
party at the Gate, went into the Houſe: Micab being from home, 


Donites; and whilſt they entertain'd him without, the Guides, having 
een there before, and knowing the Rooms of the Houſe, plunder'd it 


Wheir Bicihren at the Gate. The Prieſt ſeeing this was amazed at the 
pid him be ſilent, and conſider whether it were better for him to be a 
Wi'd wont off with the Plunder. 


Aab returning, and underſtanding that his Prieſt and Gods were gone, 
chers as many Friends as he could, and purſues the Danites. But they 


beard them make an Oui-cry ; and facing about, aſked Micah why 


df the Party, it would coſt them their Lives. Micab finding himſelf over- 
her Gods or Prieſt, 


cy faluted the Levite, whom they ſent to the Gate to talk with the 


the Ephod the Teraphim, and other Images, and brought them out to 
Boldneſs of the Attempt, ond aſked them what they meant by it. They 


Preſt to a ſingle Family, or a whole Tribe in 1/rael, This advantageous. 
Diter ſoon gain'd the young Pricſt to their Side, who joined with them, 


vere a long Way from his Hoſe before he could over-take them; at 
ig con ing wichin View of them, ſome of the Danite Soldiers in the 


made ſoch an Ouat-cry. He told them they had robb'd him. Upon 
lich the Danites adviſed him to be filent ; for if they provoked the reſt 


natch'd, was forc'd to put up the Wrong, and return home without ei- 
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The Danites having thus got rid: of Mann h arid his Friends, contin, 
their March came im a ſhort Time to Lax; and finding the People qui 
and fecure, they fet the City an fire, and ſurprizing the Inhubitants yy, 
were buſy-in putting out the Fire; they put them all to the Sword. 4. 
terwards rehuilding the City; they calbd it Dan, after the Name of der 
Father; and ſettling there, they ſet; up Miralts graven Image, wig 
they had ſtolen from him; and making the young Levite Fonathon they 
Prieft, he and hi Sons. continued to officiate as Prieſts to the Tribe g 
Dan, all the Time that the Houſe of God was in Shiloh, until the c 
tivity of the. Land, which-1s:reckon'd to be till the Ark in P!;s Tine 
was taken by: the +: Phaliſtines; about three hundred Years after thi, 
This Story is an Inftance of the great Apoſtacy, and Corruption d 
Religion among the J1/raelites, : That which follows: is as pregnant 3 
Proof of Immorality and Depravation of Manners amongſt them, which 
was thus: 485 100 - e 

A Levuite that dwelt on the Side of Mount Ephraim having taken! 
Wife out: of Bethlebeme Judah, ſhe prov'd a lewd Woman, and ith 
through Fear or ſhame left her Hhſband, and ran home to her Father t 
Bethlehem- Fudah, where ſhe tarried four Months. In'which Time he 
_ Hufhand, having fomewhat. digeſted the Injury went at the four Monty 
End to her; Father's, with an Intent to be reconciled to her, and bring 
her Home with! bim; in order ta which he took a Servant and a Coaple 
of Aﬀes. Being arrived at her Father's Houſe, he was receiv'd wi: great 
Joy, and entertain'd for three Day. At the Importunity of the Father be 
ſtays the fourth Day, and was kept till the Afternoon the next Day, 
but the Levite reſolving to be gone, took his Leave, and wi is Wit 
and Servant ſet out; By that time they were got as far as 8 J, tie 
Day was far Spent, and the Servant fearing to be benighted «fired ul 
Maſter - to put in there. But the Place not being fully poficfſ-d and f. 
habited by Iſraelites, he endeavoured to reach + Gibeah, whither thy 
arrived juſt at Sun-ſet ; and fitting down in the Street, as the Cuſtom d 
Travellers then was, they waited to ſee who would invite ther to # 
Lodging. After long waiting an old Man came from his Work out d 
the Field, and ſeeing Strangers fitting in the Streets, went up o then, 
and faluted them; afked whence they came, and whither they were tt 


+ Philiflines. See 1. Sam. iv ſieſſed chiefly by the Jehuites E 
Jeu, This was that Part of Feruſa- f Gi ea. This Cuy b:lonyed tothe Tr 
lem which belonged to Benjamin, but was poſ- of Benjamin, and is alſo called Namo ling 
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ne The. vit telt him; and comphincd of the' Incivility' of the 
T8 -ople, none having invited him to a Lodging, tho' he had his own Pro- 
bons wich him. The hoſpitable old Man, who was of Mount Ephraim, 


ere he entertain d them very frankly, Whilit they were at Supper, 
e Men of che City having obſerved where they put in, came to the 
ok, and knocking wich great Violence at the Door, demanded 
de Maſter of the Houſe to deliver the Man that came in there, 
e they might ||: know him. The good old Man, to prevent Dan- 
oo his Gueſts, ventur'd amonſt this tumultuous: Rebble to appeaſe 
em, offering them his only Daughter. who! was! a Virgin, and the 
Lites Concubine, to uſe at their Pleaſure, provided they would not 
ir any Violence to his Gueſt; This would not do; whereupon the 


one out amonſt them, who abuſed her all Night, not letting her go 
„tel down dead at the Door, her Hands lying upon the Threſhold. 


Ahe Levite opening the Door, and ſeeing her lie there, concluded ſhe. 
s allcep, and therefore bid her get up, that they might be going; but 


4 

ebe could. And now he had Time to meditate a Revenge ſuitable to 
. Affront, which he in this horrid Manner expreſs d: He divides his 
ea Concubine into twelve Pieces, and ſent to every Tribe a Piece, 


Wu and his Concubine, might join in revenging it. E 
he Fact indeed was in itſelf moſt barbarous ; but the revengeful Le- 


w 

W's cxprefling: his Reſentment in a Manner fo horrid, advanc'd the 
of WP" ou inets of the Crime, and made a deeper Impreſſion on the Minds: 
e //2e/7fes, who upon Sight of each Piece of the divided Concubine 
1 > £02 nunoufly agree, That there never was ſuch a Deed done or ſeen 


io him Juſt as the Sodomrtes. offered unnitu'a! Way called Saemy. 


dem, [hat they might abuſe him in that as in Ch, xix, 1. but oftner Couch n. 


Buſineſs 


. 


be dwelt at Gibeab, courteouſly invited them to lodge at his Houſe; 


ie ſceing them fo. outragious, to fave himſelf, turn'd his * Con- 


break of Day; and then ſhe returning to the Houſe, where her Lord 


en he perceived ſhe was dead, he took her up, and making no Com- 
im there, laid hen upon one of the Aſſes, and haſten d Home as faſt 


ee 
— 25 2 
= we 1 


rough the whole Coaſts. of Iſrael, with an Account of the barbarous: 
Wn inhoſpitable Treatment he had met with at G⸗brab, that fo the whole 
Family of Tfrael in general, being made ſenfible of the Wrong done 


Ince the Day that the Children of T/rae/ came up out of Egypt. And 
I acquit themſelves of the Guilt of fo wicked a F.&, the whole Con- 
ron of Trae] met at Mizpeb, chat they might there examine the 


A, \-manding to Have the Levitedelivered * Conubine, She is ſonietimes called Wife, 
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| Buſineſs before the Lord] where demanding of the Levite an Aceo 
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the whole Matter, he thus in ſhort ſums it up to them: I came wy 


my Concubine to-Gzbeah, which belongs to Benjamin, to lodge; ty 
the Men of Gzbeah beſet the Houſe where I was with 2 Dcfien 0 
© murder me; and my Concubine they have forced, that ſhe is dead, 
by which they have committed Lewdneſs and Folly in Hrael. Whey. 
* upon I took my Concubine Home, and having cut her into Pieces | 
ſent her throughout all the Inheritance of rael. Now ye, being IN 
ce of  Ifrael, are concerned in this Abuſe as well as I; therefore conſide 
* and adviſe what is to be done,” When the People had received thi 
Account of the Matter, they were highly incenſed againſt the Men of Gi 
beah, and reſolved not to return to their Houſes till they had brought the 
Offenders to condign Puniſhment, And that they might loſe no Tine, 
they agreed to draw ten Men out of every Hundred, an Hundred out « 
every Thouſand, and a Thouſand out of every ten Thouſand, wo ſhoulj | 
be imployed to furniſh the Army with Proviſions and other Neccflaries, 
But before they proceed to Extremities, they reſolve to ſend Meſſer. 
gers through all the Tribe of Benjamin, to lay the Matter before them, 
and to demand thoſe Men who had committed this Outrage to be deliver. 
ed to them, that they might do Juſtice on them. But the People of 
Benjamin, in Contempt of their Brethren the Iſraelites, reſolve to fan 
by -the Offenders, and muſter up all their Force to defend them. The 
| Tjraelitiſh Army conſiſted of four hundred thouſand able Men; that df 
Benjamin but of 6x and twenty thouſand : A great Diſparicy, and which 
ſkewed the latter deſperate. The Iſraelites over-confident of thei 
Strength, and deſpiſing the Benjamites, who were fo few, depending 01 
the juſtice of their Canſe, never went to aſk Counſel of God (2 in 
ſi.ch Emergencies they uſually did) whether they ſhould go to Vc 
wich their Brethren, or no; but taking that for granted, to prevent any 
Difference that might ariſe among the Tribes «bout Precedopce in thi 
Expedition, they went up to the Houſe of God, only O krow which 
Tribe ſhould lead the Van, and the Lot fell to Tue, non this the 
Tjraelitifh Army advanced, and fat down before Gib un whence 
the Benjamites made a briſk Sally upon them, cut off two aαοꝗ,νiñ 
thouſand of them, and retreated to the Town wi h very little Lo's. Tus 
unexpected Diſaſter made the 1/raelites. ſ enſible of their Neglect, in rot 
inquiring of the Lord whether they ought to have undertaken chis War, 
or no, Wherefore bewailing their Misfortune in the laſt 2 „ 
| | Wo 


„ 


” 
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0 Counſel of the Lord (but in an irregular tint who, to puniſh, 
e 


hem for their Preſumption, bids them go, but promiſes them no Succeſs. 
The heedleſs Iraelites taking this for an Aſſurance of Victory, drew, up 
br Army again before Gibeab, offering the Benjamites Battle; who 
ing fuſh'd with their former Succeſs made another bold Sally, and 
. of cighteen thouſand more of the 1/rae/ites. The ſecond Defeat 


Sought the Maelites to a Senſe of their former Preſumption and Neglect: 


zich Weeping and Faſting that Day, and offer'd Burnt-Offerings and 
dence-Offerings before the Lord. And having thus regularly proceeded 
their Humiliation, they again enquire of the Lord whether they ſhould 
Jack the Benjamites, or forbear : For at this Time the Ark of the Co- 
enant of God was in Shiloh, and “ Phineas was Prieſt. And now the 


iem of Victory. 5 1 | 
With this Incouragement the Maelites prepare a third Time to at- 
ack the Benjamites; and to make their Viftory the more ſecure, they 


ay an Ambuſcade in the Meadows behind Gibeub, that when the Fight 


on Fire as a Signal to the main Body of the Maelitiſb Army to rally, 
Iod renew the Fight. | 


W's appear before Gibeah; which the Benjamites ſeeing, ſally out of the 

own, and fell briſkly upon them, killing about thirty of them, The 
lite then retiring, as if they were afraid, pretended to fly; and the 
$:11/212:tes, ſuppoſing the Day was their own, eagerly purſued them fo 


Pnbuſcade an Opportunity to ſeize the Place, and ſet it on Fire. The 

um Body of the Iſraelttiſh Army ſeeing this faced about, and charged 
ouſly upon the Benjamites, who now began to think of retreating to 
ler City; but when by the Smoak and Flame they ſaw themſelves 
cumvEnted, they took to the Wilderneſs, thinking to ſecure them- 
hes there: But in vain ; for being incloſed by the main Army and. 


1 Phiness, This Paſſage in Judges xx. 28. that this Story was tranſacted early in the Times. 
ne that Rabbinicat Dream, that Phi. of the Judges, 
a ved three hundred Years) ſhews plainly, 


Nux. XXIX. 11 the 


erefore going up to the Houſe of the Lord, they humbled themſelves 


ord having ſufficiently corrected the Confidence of the 1/raelites, not 
nly gives them Commiſſion to go againſt the Benjamites, but aſſures 


as begun, the Mraelites by a feigned Flight drawing the Benjamites 
rom the City, thoſe that lay in Ambuſcade ſhould ſeize the City and ſet 


| Matters being thus diſpoſed, ten thouſand choice Troops of the 1/r-ae- 


that they were at a Diſtance from the Town ſufficient to give the 
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the Ambuſcade, they were eaſily trodden down. In this Action end y 
Purſuit five and twenty thouſand, and one hundred of the Baviami 
were flain; and a thouſand more having been deſtroyed in ſeveraf oth 
Actions, there remained. but fix hundred Men of the Benjamtes, yi, 
fled to the Rock Rimmon, and hid themſelves there; all the reſt gf th 
Tribe, together with their Towns and Cattle, ſuffered Military Execyti 

The Heat of this Action being over, the 1/raelites be | 
ſider how low a Condition they had reduced the Tribe of Bcjaniy 
by this general Slaughter, which afflicted them very much: Anq th, 
rather, becauſe upon their firſt ingaging in this Quarrel they had raſhly 
ſworn that no Haelite ſhould give his Daughter in Marriage to a Ry, 
jamite. Upon this they repair to the Tabernacle where the Ark wy 
and mourned all Day, ſaying, O Lord, why is this come to pals, the 
© there ſhould this Day be one Tribe wanting in rael? Then ge. 
ting up early the next Morning, they built an Altar there, and offer 
Burnt-Offerings and Peace-Offerings to the Lord. After which apylyin 
themſelves to find out ſome Expedient to elude their raſh Oath, and 
fave the ſinking Tribe, they recolle&ed that they had at firſt bound them. 
ſelves by Oath to put to Death all thoſe who ſhould not appear wit 
them at Mizpeb, and join in the Common Cauſe againſt the Bean 
Upon Inquiry they found that none came from Jabeſh-Gilend to the Af 


ſembly at the Camp: Therefore ſending twelve thouſand of their bet 


Men to FJabeſh-Gilead, they commanded them to put Man, Woman and 
Child to the Sword, except ſuch marriageable young Woman as wer 
Virgins, whom they were to bring with them to the Camp. he 
Troops having done Execution on Jabeſb-Gilead, as they were com 
ed, brought away with them four hundred Virgins to the elite, W 0 
immediately ſent Heralds to the Rock Rimmon, to treat with he fe f. 
maining Benjamites, offering them Peace, and inviting them to retun 
The poor Benjamites gladly embrace the Offer; and coming to the C 
the Thaelites beſtowed on them the Gileadite Virgins for Wives. hit 
el f . | 
the Benjamites being ſix hundred in Number, there was 0. for ev' 
Man one. Upon which they bethought them of another F. de 0 
ſupply this Deficiency: Once a Year there was a folemn I ati held 
$h:/ch, to which the young Maidens of Shilob uſed to come. ant de 
there: The Maelites therefore directed the Benjam?tes that w Vin 
to lic jn wait in the V ineyards at the Time of the Feaſt, aud wi! e 
ſhould” ſee the Shiloh Damſels come to dance, they ſhould icize ( 


* 
| Mu 


gan to con. 


Lok IV. of th HOLY BIBLE. 213 


a one for his Wife, and carry them away into their own Country, 
omiſfing them that if any of the Relations of the Damſels ſhould com- 
Lin, they would ſkreen them from Danger. The Benjamizes purſue 
cir Inſtructions; and watching their Opportunity, took every one his 
amſel, and carried them off to their own Inheritance ; Where, repair- 
their Cities, they ſettled again, and in Time recruited their Tribe. 

| Theſe Civil and Inteſtine Quarrels among the Tribes being thus re- 
ocled, the Mraelites did not long enjoy Peace; for continuing to pro- 
oe God by their Profaneneſs and Irregularities, he again chaſtiſes them 
their Enemies: The moſt powerful of whom was Eglon, King of 


trength nor Courage to attack 7/rae/. But being deſign'd by the Al- 


and Amalekites, and fell upon the Hraelites, whom he defeated, and 
olfeſſed himſelf of the City of Palm-trees. And as an Aggravation of 
heir Offence in fo ſuddenly tranſgreſſing after their late Deliverance from 
bondage, God inlarged their Puniſhment ; for their Servitude was now 
Manced from eight Years tc eighteen, which was the Space of Time 
ey ſerved Moab. 


hemielves to their God, he raiſed them another Deliverer in the Per- 
bn of Ehud, the Son of Gera, a left-handed Man, by reaſon of a Lame- 
Bs in his Right-hand. Ehud was a wiſe and Politick Man, and ha- 
ny ovſerv'd the Weakneſs of the Iſraelites by their eighteen Years Sla- 
aud the low Condition of the Benjamites, that they were not able 

open War to attempt any Thing againſt their Oppreſſors, he contrives 


©! with the Moabites when they ſhould be in Confuſion for want of 
Leader, than while they had their King at the Head of them. To 
ry on this the more plauſibly he repairs to the Moabitiſh Court, where, 
nder Pretence of delivering a Preſent to the King from his Servants 
e Children of T/-ael, he is admitted into the King's Preſence. When 
e had delivered the Preſent, and diſmiſſed his Servants that brought it, 
Kc returning to the King told him he had a private Meſſage to him. The 
Fug bid him be ſilent till the Company were gone; who being with- 
pawn, E9ud approaches, and tells the King, he had a Meſſage to him 
om + God. At that Word, Eglan, in Reverence to the Name of God, 

aroſe 


Cad. This was Ebud's Commſſion from God to diſpatch Eg lou, and. therefore is not 
| | to 


. Him God raiſed up to be a Scourge, who otherwiſe had neither 


pighty to be the Inſtrument of his Vengeance, Eglon arm'd the Ammo- 


Put when the Iſraelites through a Senſe of their Miſery addreſſed 


lt to take off Eglon privately ; knowing it would be much eafter to 
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aroſe from his Seat, which Ebud taking the Advantage of, ſtabbed lin 


in the Belly with a Dagger, which he had concealed under his (1,1 


fo forcibly, that he thruſt the Dagger, Haft and all, into his Belly; uy 
the King being a very fat Man, the Fat of his Belly cloſed over the Di. 
ger, ſo that he could not draw it out. Ehud ſeeing him dead left hin 
wallowing in his Blood, and ſhutting the Door after him made the bet 
of his way Home. | PT ON 

King Eglon's Servants ſeeing Ehud depart, return to pay their yy 
Attendance on their Maſter ; but finding the Door lock'd, they ſupp 
he had a Mind to retire, and therefore withdrew ; but after long wii. 
ing, and finding the Door till ſhut, they took a Key and opened it, wy 
to their great Surprize found their King dead upon the Ground, Thi 


long Delay of theirs gave Ehud a fair Opportunity to eſcape ; which he 


1mprov'd by his Speed, and coming to Mount Ephraim, he blew a Trum 
pet, at which Signal the Maelites flock'd to him, to whom he relate! 


what he had done, and bid them follow him; for God (ſaid he) hath dt. 
lüvered your Enemies the Maabites into your Hands. They readily obey 


him as their Leader, and fecuring the Fords of Moab towards furl 
ſuffer d not a Man to paſs over; but falling couragioufly upon the f. 
abites, whilſt they were in that Conſternation for the Death of their Kin, 
and Want of a Leader, they ſlew about ten Thouſand of the chief d 
them, at the fame Time delivering Mael, and fubduing Mzczs. 


Alfter the Death of Ehud, God raiſed Iſrael another Deliverer, whit i 


Name was Shamgar, the Son of Azath, a ſtrong and valiant Man; win, 
when the Philiſtines in another Quarter invaded Mael, vith no bette 


Weapon than an Ox-goad, ſlew fix hundred of the Ppiliſtines, and delivert 


them from all dangerous. Neighbours, that were Borderers on that Side 


After which Jael enjoyed a Peace of eight Years. In which time > 
Liberty and Eaſe, they grew wanton and forgetful of their former Sni. 


tude ; which Neglect and Ingratitude of theirs provoked God io riile up 
other Inſtruments for their Correction; the chief of which was av 
who afluming to himſelf the Title of the King of Canaan reign'd i 
Hager. He was a powerful Prince, well ſtor'd with all warlikc Matt 


to be drawn into an Example by others; for by God himſelf. Therefore ubs Pape 
in Fudg. ii. 15. Ehud muſt be ſuppoſed to may be allowed on theſe Words, { 
babe acted nothing in this, but by the Inſpi- Meſſage to thee from God, that |, a7 * 
ration of God; for he is in the Text called mands me to flay thee, the Oppreſſr 0 lirzel 
4 Saviour of the Children of Vrael raiſed up 


tian, 
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ion, having nine hundred $ Chariots arm'd with Iron, and his Subjects 
1 warlike People. This King lorded it over the oppreſs'd [/raelites with 
Fore: Severity for twenty Years ; God upon the Repetition and Aggrava- 
tion of their Tranſgreſſions increaſing their Puniſhment, And fo cruel 
were the People to them, that they durſt not travel the Common Roads 
Irpon their ordinary Occaſions ; but were forced to ſeek * By-ways to 
Void their Enemies, ſo that their Highways were diſuſed : Neither could 
Whey in Safety dwell in their Villages, being attack'd by their + Archers, 
iu they went but out to draw Water; nay, fo ſervile was their Conditi- 
Ion, that they were not ſuffer'd to keep any || Arms. 
| The poor 1/raelites languiſhing thus under the Tyranny and Cruelty 
Je e their Enemies, God was pleaſed at laſt to remember Mercy; and 
lecing their Sufferings had brought them to a Senſe of their Sins, he 
found out a Way to deliver them, beyond what they could imagine or 
expect. For it is very much to be ſuſpected, that at this Time the 7/- 
raclites, by the Severity of their Servitude, vere ſo degenerated and 
difpirited, that the Sex, which boaſt itſelf created for Empire, could not 
gt that Time furniſh their preſent Exigencies with a Man fit to be in- 
eted wich Sovereign Power. For which Reaſon, in ail Probability, 
D rob the Wife of Lapidoth is ſaid to have judged J/rael at that Time. 
die was a Propheteſs, and the Mraclites uſed to come to her for Judg- 
ment. To this great Propheteſs the Lord communicated his Thoughts 
of delivering his People, and by his Spirit directed her to ſend for Ba- 
e, the Son of Abingam, a brave young Prince of the Tribe of Naphral:. 
He came, 2nd ſhe acquainted him, that it was the Pleaſure of the Lord, 
that he ſhould get together ten thouſand Men of the Tribes of Naphtali 
pnd Zebulun, and lead them towards Mount Tabor ; and to encourage 
bum, ſhe told him in the Name of the Lord, that Siſera, General of Ja- 
W's Army, with his Army and Chariots, ſhould fall into his Hands. 
Pera confidering the Inequality of their Forces, and the Greatneſs of the 
Enterprize, and thinking it neceflary to have the Propheteſs with him, 
Y conſult upon all Occaſions, as well as to encourage his Men, told her, 
de would go with him, he would go; but not elſe. The undaunted 


5 Chariets, Theſe Chariots were zrm'd that they were nive hyndred Tears before Cy. 
Wl Scvthes and Swords, which being driven rus's time. 

FN? the Enemy cut down all near them. * By-ways. See Julg. v. 6, 

er pen, in his Cyropedia, will have Cyrus + Archers, Ibid. v 11, 

de the Author of theſe Chariots; but it is | Arms. Joid, v. 8. 

den from hence, and from 7% xvii. 16. 


29 Mmm Propheteſs 
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hundred Chariots of Iron, and down he marches to the River K. 


Signal to the Battle; ſaying to Barak, Up; for this is the Day, in 


_ confidently, not ſuſpecting any Danger from her, whoſe Huſband was his | 


A -Compleat HISTORT Book 1y 
Propheteſs conſented to accompany him; but pleaſantly told him fir h 
Diffidence, that this Expedition ſhould not be for his Honour; #;; gi 
the General ſhould fall into the Hands of a Woman. | f 
Departing u ge for Kadeſh, which was Bara#'s Reſidence, he ſom 
lifted ten thouſand Voluntiers in Zebulun and Naphtali, and led them 
Mount Tabor, the Propheteſs ſtill accompanying him. Such a Nun 
of diftreſs'd People being got together, it ſoon began to be rimanry,, 
bout the Country; and Notice being given to Sz/era of this Inturreign 
he muſter'd up all his Force to ſuppreſs them, taking with him his nine 


/ . 


Which the couragious Deborah ſeeing, being divinely inſpired, gane the 


« which the Lord hath delivered $Sz/era into thine Hand.” Barak un 
this marched down the Mountain Tabor, and falls upon Siſera in the 
Valley by the River: Whoſe Army God ſtruck with ſuch Terror, by 
driving Storms of Rain and Hail in their Faces, that they could ng 
ſtand before the Jraelites; who purſuing them put them all to the S 
except the General Siſera; who, not daring to truſt to his Chariot, tec 
to his Heels, and fled on Foot, till he came to the Tent of av! the 
Wife of * Heber the Kenite, who dwelt in that Country, which was x 
Peace with King Jabin. Fael ſeeing Siſera coming went out to met 
him, and invited him to come in. He glad of the Opportunity wen! in 


Maſter's Ally. 1 OE, 

Being extremely thirſty through the Heat and Fatigue of the Dy, 
he intreated Jael to give him a little Water to drink; inſtead of wh 
ſhe gave him as much Milk as he cared for; and having allay'd his Thirl 

he directed her, that if any body ſhould come to inquire after hun, d 
ſhe ſhould not own he was there. And now thinking himſc}! tate, he 


* Heber, He was of the Poſterity of Ho- not of the promiſed Seed, and ſo not pretend} 
bab, otherwiſe called Jethro, the Father-in- a Right or Title to the Land of Canazn, tity 


Law of Moſes, and whoſe People went up with 


the Children of [raz!, to dwell amongſt them, 
Fudg. i. 16. This Heber, tho a Kenite, had 
removed his Family from the reſt of the K- 
mites, and pitched his Tent in the Plain of Za- 
anaim, not far from Xediſb, where Barak lived. 
Theſe Kenites, tho” they were Proſelytes, and 
worſhipped the true God, according to the 


Maoſaic Law, yet being Strangers by Birth, and 


held it beſt. Policy, in thoſe trouble{ome Hu 
to obſerve a Neutrality, and main'ain Peace a 
well as they could, both with the c 4 
Canaanites, Upon this Foot it wis, (i 
there was a Peace betweer King Jai n 
the Houſe of Heber the Kenite ; ad hee 
Confidence to Si/era in his Distel 0"! 
Heber's Tent for Protection. 
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pia himſelf down upon the Floor to fleqp, Fee! very officiouſly covering 


him with a Carpet; where he had not lain very long before he fell faſt 


1 alleep, 


4 Nail or Tent-pin, and pitching it to the Temples of his Head, ſhe ſtruck 
with ſuch Force, that it pierc'd through his Head, and pinn'd him to 


Which when Jael perceiv'd, the took a Hammer and a long 


e Ground; after which ſhe + cut off his Head, and fo left him. Then 
eoing to the Door of the Tent, ſhe ſoon ſpy'd Barak coming in Pur- 


3 fait of Siſera; Whom ſhe went out to meet, and inviting him in, told 
nim, ſhe could ſhew him the Man he ſought for ; which ſhe accordingly 


44 By theſe Means God aſſiſted the 1/-ae/ites in ſubduing Fabin King of 
Cnaan; whom they never left fighting with, till they had quite deſ- 
f oy d him. Upon this Victory the Heroine Deborah and her valiant 


W General Barak ſang this Triumphant Song. 


Let Iſrael their Avenger Glory raiſe 
In lofty Notes of everlaſting Praije ! 
Hear, O ye Kings! Attentive Princes hear 
A wondrous Song that well deſerves your Ear! 
When Iſrael's God from hoſtile Edom came, 
With his own Thunder arm'd, array'd in Flame, 
Trembled the Earth, as ver the Clouds he rode, : 
The Clouds diſſolve to Rain, and own th” incumbent God. 
The Mountains Tops at his Approath retire, 
Their molten Entrails run in Streams of Fire. 
O how unlike thoſe Novel Gods, and vain 
Weir Hopes, that Succour from them entertain? 
Weak, unavathing Names] no Help they yield; 
War, War the Gates reſtund, and War the Field! 
Th' Alarm giv'n, in vain are Spear and Shield, 
By their inſulting jealous Lords bereft, 
No Refuge, but inglorious Flight was left: 
When Deborah aroſe at Heav'n's Command, 
When I aroſe to fave the orphan'd Land. 
Bleſs'd be their Names, the gen'rous few that join'd 
To urge the happy Change by Heav'n deſignd! 
By Counſel or by Action, Pen or Sword, 
To fave their Country, and to help the Lord. 


+ Cut. dee Jung, v. 26: 
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But curſe ye 8 


85 het thy ves; O God ! 


To theſe watts * mmultudus Tranſactions, a time o. Tranqul. 
and Reſt ſucceeded. During which the Tiraelites again prob. 
king God by lapſing into their former Tranſgreſſions, he takes them nat 
into his own Hands, and chaſtiſes their Preſvmp:ing a 
Ingratitude with a ſevere Famine: Which raging furiouſly ang the 
I Hege many of them are forced to quit their Habitations, and ck 
r Food in a foreign Land. Among 
Tow: Tudah, a Man of Condition and Family, removed W his Vit 
and his two Sons Mahlon and Chilion, to the Country 0! A 
where Elimelech ſoon quits this Life. After whoſe Death his tws 5: 
not ſtrictly * obſerving ihe Law of God, took each of them 
the Women of Moab of baſe Condition. 
was Orpha, and the Name of Mablon's Ruth. 
about ten Years, when Chilion and Mablon died both Childleſs. Ti: 
unhappy Naomi, thus deprived of her Huſband and Children, and |: 
in a ſtrange Country, could with no Satisfaction ſtay longer in Pla, 
where ſhe had loſt all the external Comforts of Life; 


lity 


unmediately 


Naomi, 


C Merez. What Place this was is not 
certainly known, tho” very reaſonably by ſome 
ſuppoſed to be Merom, the Variation of one 
Letter making but latle Difference, if other 
Circumſtances do but agree, which they ſeem 
pretty much to do here.. 
dred and twenty Years before we find, in 7%. 
Xi. 1, &c. that Jaſbua at the Waters of 

| killed Jahin, King of Hater, one of the Pre- 
deceſſots of this Jabin, King ot the ſame 
Hazer, ) whoſe General, Siſera, was ſlain by 
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Metoz; ; an uncommon Weight 
¶ Vengeance ſeize em, and a Neuter's Fate | 
They would the - Spoil, tho! not the Danger es, 


Now Siſera 1s fallen they'll declare. 


His Boafts, bis fruitleſs Hopes, his Fears are ver , 
He bord a, he fell, be ſunk, to riſe no more. 


To Duft deſcend ; 

But thoſe that love Thee brighter Stars attend ! 
The Sun himſelf leſs glorious far than they ; 

T he Sun, when mounted on the blazing Noon of Day, 


For about an hun- 
erom 


_ cauſe they did not only reiuſe St10c0ur? | to the 
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the reft, one Eliniclech of Tit 


a NY te f 
The Name of CCI Wik 
With theſe Kel lived 


but being Us 


Fael. Refides according to Adr ne Hin 
Merom was a Lake thirty Furlongs brood at! 
ſixty long, ſituated between Cure r Phil, 
and the Sea of Galilee, the Ser of i 
ing through the middle of it. This Lake 1 th 
time of the Snow melting on ihe Mount! 
Lebanon is very full of Water, but at dhe 
times in a great Meafure dry, T ho: tbets de 
that inhabited about this Lake ate curſes, 


Naphtalites, but underband fav our d Sele. 
ford 
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form'd that the Famine was over in Iſrael, ſhe reſolves to return to 
r cn Country; and accordingly ſet forward for Fudab, accompanied 
ich her two Daughters-in-law. e | 
Fust they were on their Journey, Naomi, conſidering it was a Sort 
or Cruclty to take her Daughters from their Friends and Relations, ad- 


ia chem to go back; and to ſhew them it was not out of Diſlike to 


W ic Converſation, but mere Pity, that ſhe was defirous to part with 
bem, ſhe gave them this affectionate Bleſſing: The Lord deal kindly 


W « ih you, as you have done to me and mine; and grant that ye may 


W « marry again to your Content, and injoy a happy Settlement,” Then 
E civing to cach a parting Kiſs, they in Tears preſs her to accept of their 
W (om!wny. She indeavours to diſſuade them by urging, that if they 
3 ſtay'd in their own Country they might marry again; which they could 
ot propoſe, if they went with her. At laſt her Importunity prevailed 
W with 07426, who with Tears taking her Leave of her Mother-in-law, 
uum'd back to Moab. But no Perſuaſion could prevail with Ruth, who 
Lich the moſt preſſing Inſtances urged Naomi to take her along with 
ber; ſſuring her, that nothing ſhould part them, but that the God 
bc ſerv'd ſhould be her God. Naomi ſeeing the pious Reſolution of 
ber Dlugher Rath, preſs'd her no more to return, but on they both go 
to Bethlehem. 

Ma,ami being arrived at Bethlebem, where ſhe and her Family had liv'd 
in good Faſhion, her return was generally taken Notice of, and her old 
| Neighbours came to congratulate her upon her Arrival in her own Coun- 
y. 1: was now ihe Beginning of Barley-Harveſt (which uſually was in 
W the fri: Month with them) when Naomi return'd to Bethlehem : And 
| Ruth the Moabiteſs being an induſtrious Woman, though poor, deſired - 
| Noom to give her leave to go into the Field to glean ſome Corn. The 
Mother conſented, and ſhe happen'd to go into a Field belonging to 
Haas, a very wealthy Perſon of the Family of Elimelech, and nearly 
related to him; and there ſhe glean'd after the Reapers. She had not 
been long there, before Boaz himſelf came into the Field to look after 
| tis Workmen ; and having faluted them in a very devout Manner, he 
vo Notice of Ruth, and aſk'd his Steward who ſhe was. He told 
bim, ſhe was the Moabitiſp Damſel that accompanied Naomi in her 
| Return Home from the Country of Moab, and tHat ſhe had aſl'd Leave 
| to glean after the Reapers. Boaz having before been acquainted with 
| ber dutifal and affectionate Behaviour to her Mother-in-law, his Kinſ- 
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+ herſelf ſo commodiouſly, that ſhe could unobſery'd ſee what paſs'd, When 
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woman, encouraged her to glean in his Ground, and to keep with 
Servants, and fare as they did, and charg'd them not to moleſt er. 2 
ſurpriz” 4 at the unexpected Civility of a Stranger, return'd her Th. 
nk 
in a moſt profound Reſpect and Acknowledgment of his Courteſy, By, 
told her he had heard of her affectionate Carriage to her Mothagin-, 
ard that ſhe was come with her into a ſtrange Country, out of x 8 
a on 
Deſign, to be under the Care and Protection of the God of Ins 
whom he tolemnly pray'd to recompence her good Actions, ar? gl 

2 full Reward. After this he treated her at his own Board ver 
and when his Servants returned to their Work in the Field, Ta 
tem to be civil to her, and to give. her an Opportunity of 
the more, by dropping ſome of the Sheaves. Thus Ruth continued gleam. 
ing among Boag's Servants till Barley and Wheat-Harveſt wore 0 er 
dwelling Till with Naomi, to whom ſhe returned every Evening with 
vhat fe had glean'd, and acquainted her with the great Humanity " 
Beatz. Naomi, ftudious to recompence this tender Affection of her Hauch. 
ter-in- law, projects how ſhe might ingage her Kinſman Bos to wir 
ry Ruth, whoſe Civility ſhe might reaſonably imagine proceeded frm 
ſome other Motive than that of common Courteſy or Humani:y The 
fore acquainting Ruth that Boaz was her near Kinſman, and inf 19 
her what the Law of Moſes required in that Caſe, ſhe adviſi bert. 
waſh and anoint, and dreſs herſelf, and go to Braz's Barn, w Ne re he 
Was winnowing his Barley; but not to let it be known ſhe wis chat, 
till he had fupp'd, and was gone to reſt; giving her Inſtructions ; wh 
ſhe ſhould do farther. 


Ruth. follows her Mother's Directions and going to the Barn placed 


&} Inne 
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Boaz had refreſh'd himſelf, he lay down at the End of a Heap of Com; 
and Ruth, waiting till he was afleep, came ſoftly, and lift: ing up the 
Clothes undifzover'd laid herſelf down at his Feet. Boas waking al abo at 
Midnight, in a Fright aſk'd, who the was? To which fhe - anſwer's, 
« Tam Ruth thy Servant: 4 Spread therefore the Wing of thy Gur 
*© ment over me, for thou art a near Kinſman.” Boas, tho pretty 
well advanced in Years, was ſo far from rejecting her, that he COmment- 


+ Spread, This was as it ſhe had ſaid, tegion, And becauſe it is the Putt of: Hul 
Take me to Wife as the Law directs: For the band to protect and defend his Wir fro wh 
Phigſe of ſpreading the Skirt or Wing over Juries ; thereſvre to ſpread the Wing © 0 


one, import 8 4 taking ſuch a one into Pro- over one is uſed for a Paraphraſii of Marriage 
ed 
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4 z her Forwardneſs; and, being a virtuous Man, told her, ſhe had ſhewn 
e Picty to her dead Huſband, than when he was alive, in raifing up 
ite to his Name by marrying his Kinſman, and that her Virtue was 
W.onſpicuous in not following young Men, whether poor or rich. And 
W..--{o:c he aſſured her, he would not fail to anſwer her Deſire and his 
Dia; which he had the greater Inducement to do, becauſe ſhe had the 
an Reputation of a virtuous Woman, But at the fame Time he 
a her, that though he indeed was a near Kinſman, yet there was ano- 
r ncarer, to whom he muſt give the Preference, becauſe it was his 
3 iht, and that he would communicate the Matter to him next Morn- 
D andhif that Kinſman would marry her he might, otherwiſc he him- 
WW.) would aſſuredly marry her. 

che Morning early Ruth got up, that ſhe might get off undiſcover'd, 


t not go Home empty-handed to her Mother, Boaz gave her fix 
aures of Barley: With which Neth return'd to her Mother, who 


int her Daughter; whom the adviſed to take no Notice to any of 


Man of Honour, and would perform his Promiſe. 
Baz, according to his Promiſe, appear'd that Morning at the Gate of 


ct wich the Kinſman he had mention'd; to Ruth; and ſummon'd 
nec of the chief of the City, he in their Preſence acquainted him, 
D Nacz who was come back from the Country of Moab, had a Par- 


och be gave him this publick Notice, that he might * redeem it, the 
ot Redemption belonging in the firſt Place to him; and there- 


| | 1/12, Boax took it for a token of n- which the Firſt-born of ſuch a Marriage was 
= Love to her former Huſband, as well as to bear the Name of the Woman's former 
E Uovotion to the Religion ſhe was now Huſband that was dead, to keep up his Name 
perverted to, that ſhe ſhould chuſe to marry in Jae; ſo that if that Kinſman bad mar- 
W' Hulbin's Kinſman, to keep up her decerſ- ried Ruth, and ſhould have had but one Son 


= [ ; 485 


Pie Law of God; tho” that Kinſman was her tormer Huſband, he himtelf ſhould have 
ar O. mmpetiſon of ber, who was young had no Son to keep up his Name in //raz/; and 
emma, rather than pleaſe herſelf with ſo his Inheritance might have been loſt from 
5 voupg Man. | | his Name, by peſſing into another Name and 
Releem. The Reaſon of this ſeems tobe Family; which he was not willing to hazard. 
Founced upon the Law; Deut. xxv. 6. by | 


W. © avoid Cenſure of their Reputation and Religion; but that ſhe. 


Wein her joyfully, both for the Preſent of Boas, and his Kind Treat- 


bad paſs'd, but patiently to wait the Event ; aſſuring her, that Bo- 


WI: Cty, which was in thoſe Days the uſual Place of Judicature. There 


of Land to diſpoſe of, which belong'd formerly to Elimelech : Of 


Ro (b1d's Name and Family, in obſervance being pot to hear his Name, but the Name of 


fore 
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fore he deſired to know his Mind in this Matter. The Kinſman read 


fame Time he muſt Likewiſe take Ruth the Moabitiſh to Wiſe 


ly reſign'd his Right of Redemption to Boaz ; who without any Scrup 
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conſented to redeem the Land. But when Boaz told him, that ,, 1 


| ) 10 | 
up the Name of her dead Huſband upon his Inheritance, he cmd 
Buſineſs; giving this for a Reaſon, That he could not do it on thak 
Terms, without deſtroying his own Inheritance; and therefore he will, 


accepts it; and his Kinſman, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Tins 
N. 


in Token of relinquiſhing or transferring his Right, takes off his 4 $4, WE. 
and delivers it to Boaz. Upon which Boaz makes this Declaration x þ 
the Elders and all the People preſent : © Ye are my Witneſles this D. K 
„ that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was his % 
of the Hand of Naomi. Ye ſee likewiſe I have purchaſed NH 
« Moabiteſs to be my Wife, to raiſe up the Name of the Dead uy } 
e their Inheritance, that their Name may not be loſt among their Re. i 
* flations. Of this I call you to witneſs this Day.” To all which te 
Aſſembly gave their Acknowledgment, adding a hearty Prayer, that fi j 
might be fruitful as Rachel and Leah, who were the origin:] Raiſcr: d 
the Houſe of Hrael. Ruth ſoon concerted, and in due Time ws delivere 1 
of a Son, whom they named Obed ; which Obed was the Father d | 
Feſſe, and Grandfather of King David, of whom, according to the Fih, | 
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$ came the Saviour of the World. 


Deborah and Barak govern'd Tjrael with great Care and Prudence; 
during whoſe Adminiſtration the Maelites injoy'd a profound Peace. Bu 
when Deborah and Barak were dead, they fell into their ol Apoſtaq; 
provoking God by their Idolatry to deliver them into their Enemies 


+ Shoe, This wes the Manner of confi: m- 
ing Bargains, Sales, Exchanges and Alienati- 
ons among the Jraelites There were two 
forts of it : The firſt was penal; as when a 
Man refuſed to marry his Brother's Wife, to 


raiſe up Seed to the Deceaſed, who qed child- 


leſs; for then the Law cammanded, Deut. 
xxv 9. that the Woman fhould pluck off his 
Shoe, and (pit in his Face, uſing theſe Words, 
Thus Hall it he done to the Man that refuſeth to 
raiſe up Iſſue to his Brother's Family. T ve ſe- 
cond was ceſſtonary, or in token of Reſignati- 
on, and did not reach to compel the Kinſman 
in the ſecond, third or fourth Deg ee to marry 
the Widow ; but he might transfer his Right 


| Chriſt, who (according to the Fleſh) le 


'Whcch is likewiſe a Type, that the Genie 


to any other of the Kindred; and 25 a dt 
of his Ceſfion or Franſlation f his Right tt 
took off his Shoe and deliver'd t |! Reb 
man, who would marry the Wicow in be 
Preſence of the Elders. 

$ Came, Herein is deſeribed, boy Jef 


come of David; proceeded of Rath, not i. 
ſtanding ſhe was a Moabite of baſe Conditin 
and a Stranger from the People of Ce. 


ſhould be ſanctify'd by bim, and Jun vu 
People, and that there ſhoulc be one Sheep! 
and one Shepherd, 


Hands; 
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Hands: Which he ſoon did; for he permitted the Midianites to over- 

run their Cools, who for ſeven Years kept them in ſuch Subjection, 
$1: they were forced to betake themſelves to Dens in the Mountains, 
nd Caves in the Earth, and to fortified Places; from whence in Spring- 
Lime they ſtole out to ſow their Land; but towards Harveſt the A. 
malekites and Midianites came and incamp'd in their Country, and tar- 
ed till they had devoured all the Proviſion and Forage they could find, 
and then they return'd, leaving the T/rae/ites nothing to ſupport Life. 
re poor {/aehites being ſerv'd thus Year after Year, at laſt grew great- 
I); impoveriſhed ; which put them in Mind, that by their Sins they had 
daun this Puniſhment upon themſelves, and that the only Remedy was 
to have Recourſe to the Lord, who had permitted theſe Evils to befal 
Jem. Whilſt they were ſupplicating God for Help, he ſent a 4 Pro- 
ohet to expoſtulate with them for their Ingratitude, by which he brought 
them to a Senſe of their Folly, and his Juſtice in puniſhing them. 

The People being by a due Humiliation prepared for Deliverance 
from the ſad Oppreſſion under which they labour'd, God immediately 
provided an Inſtrument for this great Work in the Perſon of Gideon the 
[Son of Joaſb. At this Time Gideon was threſhing Wheat, that he might 
hide it from the Midianites: And whilſt he was thus imploy'd in pro- 
[viding Suſtenance for his Family, the Angel of the Lord appear'd to him, 
end (aid, © The Lord be with thee, thou mighty Man of Valour.” G- 
denn was ſoon appriz'd by the Manner of this Salutation, that it was a 
WW \cige extraordinary, and readily replied thus: * If the Lord be with 

* us, why then is all this befallen us? And where are all his Miracles, 
which our Forefathers have told us of, ſaying, Did not the Lord bring 
© us up out of Egypt? But now the Lord hath forſaken us, and deli- 
* verd us into the Hands of the Midianites.“ The Angel looking on 
lim ſtedfaſtly faid, © Be couragious, and thou ſhalt fave IJſrael from 

* the Hand of the Midianites: Is it not I that ſend thee?” But G:- 
£71, conſidering his own Weakneſs, and the low Condition of his Fa- 
| mily, more than the Preſence of him that ſpoke to him, anſwer' d, 
hh what Capacity am I to fave Iſrael, ſince my Family is but poor 
in the Tribe of Manaſſeh, and my ſelf the leaſt among them! The 


| Prophet, Of this Prophet's Name we but others generally ſuppoſe bim to be fome 

| Dave 05 farther Account, than that he was Peiſon indued with the Spirit of Prophecy by 

I a Propher, St. Auguſtine ſuppoſes him to be God, and ſent io the [/raeites, as other Pro- 
Ange Which ſoon after appear'd to Gidein. phets were. i 


30 OOo Angel 
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Angel to encourage him faid, © Surely T will be with thee, ang d 
* ſhalt ſmite the Midianites with as much Eaſe as if they were by 
* one Man.” | „ . 

Gideon upon this began to entertain ſome Hopes, but defi ring to knoy 


who it was talk'd with him, he faid; If now I have found Favour 
in thy Sight, be pleaſed to ſhew me ſome Token, whereby J mr 
© know that it is Thou the Lord that talkeſt with me: Whlcrefgr dt. 
<< part not hence, I pray thee, till I return with my Offering, and {; 
** before thee.” The Angel promiſed to tarry; and Gideon having ge, 
pared a Kid, and ſome unleaven'd Cakes, he came and preſented they 
fore the Angel: By whoſe Direction having laid them upon the Rock 
the Angel with the Endof his Staff touch'd the Cakes and the Flæſi ; upy 


which Fire came out of the Rock and conſumed them; and the Ang 


inſtantly diſappeared. Gideon upon this was ſenſible that it was an 4p. 
gel that had appeared to him, and crying out in Deſpair, ſaid, Aly 
« my Lord God! becauſe I have ſeen an Angel Face to Face, I ful 
die.“ But the Angel, tho Gideon could not now fee him, to cn. 


firm and comfort him, bid him not fear, for he ſhould not die. Gi 
in thankful Remembrance of this gracious Interview, and God's Good. 
_ neſs to him, built an Altar there, and, called it Jehovab-Shalim, that 


the Lord of Peace. | 
The fame Night the Lord commanded Gideon to demolith he Alt 
of Baal, which in thoſe corrupt Times had been erected, and to ci 


down the Groves there, and build an Altar to the Lord his God upon the 


Top of the Rock; after which, to facrifice his Father's || fecond gu. 
lock upon it, which was ſeven Years old, and offer it for a Bum. 
Sacrifice, with the Wood of the Grove which he was to cut down. C. 
deon readily obeys God; but conſidering that it would be difficult to d 
this in the Day-time, he reſolves to do it by Night; and taking ten d 
his Servants to aſſiſt him, he did as God had commanded him. The hi. 
habitants of the Place being inform'd what Gideon had done, demanded 
him of his Father, that they might put him to Death: But Jeu 
would not deliver his Son, reſolutely faying, © If Baal is God, {el him 
« revenge himſelf on him that deftroy'd his Altar,” From which Occ. 
fion Foaſh called his Son Gideon Ferub-Baal ; which ſignifies, Let Bau 
avenge. Thus this Tumult ended. lt 

| Second; This Bullock is thought by the was the ſecond in Order of Place, ane dean 


Rabbins and others to be called the ſecond from many Years old as their Subjection to 4/"" 


the Stall in which it ſtood and was fed, which was, the deſtroying this Bullock 1 
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It was now about the Time when the Midianites and Amalekites, 
ich other Eaſtern People, uſed to come and plunder the Country, who 
pppearIng in a vaſt Body, incamp'd in the Valley of TFezree/. Upon 
Which Gideon, inſpired with a more than ordinary Courage, by Sound of 
Trumpet ſummon'd all thoſe of his own Family to come in quickly to him. 
Erben ſending Meſſengers thro' the Tribes of Manaſſeb, Aſher, Zebulon 
Wand Ntuli, they came in ſuch Numbers, that in a ſhort Time he could 
W.-uitcr an Army of two and thirty thouſand Men; which were but few. 
W: Compariſon of the Enemies Army, which conſiſted of an Hundred 
Ehicty-five thouſand Men. Gideon, confidering the vaſt Odds the Enemy 
Wa, begg'd of God to give him ſome Omen for an Aſſurance of Succeſs to 
him and his Men. The Sign he promiſed was, That he laying a Fleece 
Wool on the Floor, the Dew ſhould be upon the Fleece only, and 

the Earth round about it ſhould be dry. Which the next Morning was 


hat he wrung a Bowl full of Water out of it. Then * inverting the 
mer Manner, he defired that the Fleece might be dry, and the Ground 
ey; which was likewiſe done. Gideon being fully convinc'd by this 
double Miracle, reſolves forthwith to attack the Enemy. But Go 


Fs, that if with this Army they ſhould conquer the Midianites, they 
ud vainly impute it to their own Courage and Numbers, and not to 
W's Alliftance ; therefore order'd Gideon to make Proclamation, in the 
up, that whoſoever was afraid ſhould have Liberty to return home. 

Unoz which two and twenty thouſand quitted this Expedition, only ten 
W hovſand remaining with Gideon. This was a very inconſiderable 

\umber in Compariſon of the numerous Hoſt of the Midranites : But yet 
ö few as the Tfraelites were, it came within the Verge of Poſſibility, that 
ey might defeat their Foes with this Handful of Men: And therefore 
o, thinking them too many, and reſolving that the whole Action 
id Victory ſhould appear to be his doing, order d Gideon to bring his 


im what Men to ſelect for this Buſineſs ; which was this: They, that 


1 | a 5 5 5 3 
0% prefigure the breaking off the Midi- fed, that Gideon for his own Satisfaction would 


| * Name fignifies a Breater or De- Repetition of the Sign; but that he rather did 
EE | it to encourage his Men, and to take of all Suſ- 
were. It may reaſonably be ſuppo- picion of Art or Contrivance, 


took 


Pone; and the Ground about it was dry, but the Fleece ſo full of Dew, 


owing the Folly and Ingratitude of the T/raelrtes, and nightly foreſeen, 


dolclers down to the Water, where he would give him a Sign to direct 
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took up Water: in'their Hands and lapped it, ſhould go with him bl 


they, who laid down to drink, ſhould not go. Only three hung; of 
them drank out of their Hands; whom God commanded him t, ke 
with him, and diſmiſs the reft. But leſt Gideon, upon God's reduc 
his Army to ſo ſmall a Number as three hundred Men, ſhould 90 
diffident of the promiſed 'Succeſs, God bids him take his Servant Ph 
and late at Night go to the Enemies Camp and liſten ; where he (1, 
hear that which would incourage him. Which he accordingly di; 
and there he heard a Soldier expounding a Dream to another, which ut 
ſo in favour of the Mraelites, that he heard his own Name mention 
with this Advantage, that God delivered the M:idianitifh Army into (by 
Hand'of Gideon... | L SEE UL | 
Gideon having heard this, in humble gratitude bows him{lf to Odd, 
and getting back undiſcovered put his Men in order, dividing them int 
three Companies, an hundred in each; he gave to every Man a Tram- 
pet and a Pitcher with a burning Lamp in it, charging them to obſer: 
his Motions, and do juſt as they ſhould ſee him do. Gides having thy 
diſpoſed this little Body of Men, put himſelf at the Head of one of them, 
and giving the .Signal, by breaking the Pitchers and founding ther 
Trumpets the reſt did the like, and with a terrible Shout they criedout 
The Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon! This Alarm affected their Eye 


and Ears with unuſual Objects, and increas'd by the IIS of te ; ; 
+ Night, ſo added to their Confuſion, that miſtaking their own Pary, : 
they fell on each other's Sword; God having before diſpos'd the 51:4: ” 
nites for Deſtruction, ſo that Gideon and his Army gain'd an caly d 
ry, having nothing to do but purſue a flying timorous Enemy. . 
which they were aſſiſted by thoſe that upon Proclamation had cetertal nn 
the common Cauſe ; who, tho' they were afraid to fight, yet had Cour: , 
to purſue. Gideon, to make fure Work, and to prevent the MA i We , 
ſome Ages to give I1/ael any Diſturbance, ſends to the Ephraim 08K. 
poſſeſs themſelves of the Paſſes on the Jordan, that fo, few or none af HM 
+ Night. It is faid, Fudg. vii. 19. That the Interpretation of it, returning back 75 Wh 
this Action began at the beginning of the . diſpoſing his Men, and giving the ny lay 
middle Watch; which dividing the Night from Orders for the Aſſault. Druſius on this * = 
fix to ſix into four Watches, as moſt do, dividing the Night into three ** 9 * 
ſhould anſwer to ten at Night with us. But ſuppoſes this to be called the middle \ ny the 
that ſeems too early, conſidering how much being the middlemoſt of th. dd "i the 
time muſt be ſpent, after Gideon had orders Diviſion running the middle att! "I Or 
to ſet forward, in his going to the MMdianity/h farther, makes the beginning of jt antwad * 


Camp, ſtaying there to hear the Dream and our eleven at Night. 


1 
en 
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em might eſcape, | Which they accordingly perform'd, taking Oreb and 
ab, two Midianitiſp Princes, whom they flew, and then followed the 
CE p.rfoit; which Gideon and his Party” continued very cloſely till they 
ame to Succoth, where being faint and weary they halted, and Gideon de- 
ſired of the Inhabitants ſome Refreſhment for his Men. The Princes of 
$uccath knowing that Gideon with his ſmall Party was in chaſe of Zebah 
and Zalmunna, two of the Kings of Midian, who with fifteen thouſand Men 
were fied to Karcor, inſtead of giving Gideon and his Soldiers any Refreſh- 
ment, ridicul'd him on Account of his little Army, and in Deriſion aſk' d 
him whether he was ſo ſecure of Victory over the Princes he purſu'd, as 
to demand Relief of them ? This unmannerly and inhujpitable Treatment 
o incens'd Gideon, that he told them, If the Lord gave him Succeſs againſt 
Zeba and Zalmunna, he would make them repent their Incivility. The 
ame he threatened to the Inhabitants of Penuel for the like Rudeneſs ; and 
with his fatigued Party he continued the Purſuit till he came to Kar- 
(7, where the two Midianitiſñh᷑ Princes with their rallied Forces lay 
thoughtleſs of Danger. But Gideon taking the Advantage of this their 
Security, furpriz'd and defeated them, taking the two Kings Priſoners, 
whom he brought in Triumph with him to Succoth : and call'd the Chiefs 
of the Place, Seventy-ſeven in Number, who had before upbraided him, 
doe ſevere Account, chaſtiſing them with "Thorns and Briars as he had 
before threatened them, Nor was he lets ſparing to Penuel, whoſe Forti- 
cations he demoliſhed, and flew the Governors. | 
The two captive Kings, Zebah and Zalmunna, had in their March 
lid all waſte before them, and put many to the Sword; amongſt whom 
Ciceon's Family ſhar'd the common Fate of the diſtreſs'd at Tabor ; 
jan! Gideon, intending to ſhew Mercy to the two Kings, if they had 
ſhewed any to his Houſe, demanded, what Manner of Men they were 
"20m they had flain at Tabor; who anſwered ſomewhat flatteringly, that 
Ithey were like him, having the majeſtick Appearance of Royal Chil- 
9 den. Gideon, from their Anſwer concluding they were his Brethren, 
"= Whom they had flain, declar'd, if they had ſpared them, he would have 
band their Lives; but ſince they had kill'd his Brethren, they muſt 
bee no Mercy. Then commanding his Son Jethen to fall upon 
„ben, he being but a Youth, and ſomewhat timorous, Gideon diſpatched 
em with his own Hand ; ordering them to be ſtrip'd of their Royal 
Omaments, and their Camels of their rich T rappings and Furniture. 
The Epbraimites, who had flain Oreh and Zeeb, brouglit their Heads 
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pelle them 
of their whole Army, 
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To this they 


you; and that is, 
Plunder.“ 
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upon the Camels Necks. 


this Victory. Which in Time, by 
Will of Gideon, prov'd A Snare to 
Houſe of Iſrael. 


* Shekels, If the Shekel of Gold was in 
value fiiteen Shillings Eng/i/þ Money, as God- 
wyn computes it; theſe one thouſand ſeven 
hundred Shekels would amount to one thouſand 

two hundred ſeventy and five Pounds. 

+ Epbad. The Ephod was the upper Gar- 
ment which the Prieſt wore upon his Shoul- 
ders. Gideon's Defign in making this Ephed 
is variouſly queſtion'd by Commentators, 
Some will have it that he made an Idol, and 
that from Judg. viii. 27. Ifrael went a Ihor- 
ing after it, whith was'the Rum of Gideon 
and his Famih. But this Inference is taken 
wrong ; for who can ſuppoſe, that a Man fa- 
miliar with God, and choten by him, as Gide- 
on was, after ſo ſignal a Victory, as he by 
God's immediate Aſſiſtance and Direction 
had gain'd, ſhould turn Idolater; Others think 
that Gideon made of this Gold a Military Gar- 
ment, as a Monument of this Victory, which 
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* Gib, to let him ſee” what Service they had done; and he 
6 quarrel with Gideon for not calling 
by magnifying their Service and Suceeſs in the Py 
And now the Strength of Midian being 
d a Peace of forty 
The Iſraelites fond” of Cialvn Courage and Conduct in th; is g 
Deliverance, reſolve to crown his Merit with the Settlement of he 55 
vernment on him and his Family. But Gideon, well knowing the Hy. 
was not due to him, but God, modeſtly and 
generouſly declin' a their Offer, ſaying; 
de ther ſhall my Son, but- the Lord ſhall rule over you : Vet to let 
you fee I do not Night your Kindneſs, I will requeſt onc Thing 
u will give me the Far-rin;; 
all readily conſented, and ſpread; ng a Gar. 
ment on the Ground, they threw in the Ear-rings, which by Weight 
amounted to one tRetfand ſeven hundred * Shekels of Gold; bet ae 
the rich Ornaments and Robes of the Kings, with the Chain 
Of this Gold Gideon made an 
plac'd it in his own City Ophrab, where he dwelt, as a Monumen of 


obtained by Vrael over Adis, 
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ginnin 


upon them at the firſt, he wich 


rh 
thus broke by the Shins 


Years. 


6e will not rule over you, nei. 


of your 


that were 


+ Ephod, an! 


a wrong Ute, and con rrary to the 
his Family, and indeed to the whole 


the //raz/ites after turn'd into an 19), Bu 
St. Auguſtine, with ſome more, ſcem 9 e 
right, and by the Ephod untelitand cee 
Ornaments in General, and other neceſſ:y 
Utenfils belonging to the P:i-itly fie; 

which the //raelites after Gideon's Death, w; f 
verted to idolattous Uſes. For tne 1 ex! n 
during Gideon's Lite, which lafte!! forty Years 
after this Victory, the /{rae/ite; ived perten 

bly forty Years, and that Gidez: ed in 2 909! 
Age; which we cannot ſuppo{* if he Had bet! 
an Idolater; nor can it be inferr's from bene 
that his Houſe was ruin'd in his time, for de 
lett ſeventy Sons behind him; ſo that es 
in beſel his Family in the Ruin ot {ſrag!, Wi 

they fell into inteſtine Feuds and Id * 
that we may juſtly conclude that G. tern matt 
this Ephod with no other Intention, 99! wh 
it might be a laſting: Monument 0! the V C 


Arte! 
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After this Victory. Gideon lived forty Years, he and all Muel in- 
boring a profound Franquillity, but no ſooner was he dead, than / 
% tell into their old Sins of Idolatry and Ingratitude, not only to 
Cod, but to the Memory of Gideon their Deliverer. Gideon by ſe- 
voral Wives had ſeventy Sons; and by a Concubine he had one Son, 
whom he named Abimelech. And tho' Gideon had refus' d the Govern- 
nent of Hrael, both for himſelf and his Sons, yet as ſoon as he was 
Lead, his Son Abi melech, an aſpiring Vouth, ſuggeſting to his Mother's 
Family at Shechem, that his ſeventy Brethren would uſurp the Govern- 
ment over them, advis'd them to conſider, whether it would not be 
better for them to be govern'd by one, than by ſeventy. Perſons, at 
me fame Time putting them in Mind, that he was of their Family and 
ed. His Relations upon this Suggeſtion propos'd Advancement 
Wo chemſelves, which they infinuated to the SHechemites; who clofing with 
te Project, contrive how to advance Ab:melech to the Government; 
d that Money might not be wanting to forward the Deſign, they took 
ſome out of the Treaſury of their God Baal-berith, and gave it to Mi- 
nile, who with it hired a Company of diſſolute Fellows to attend him. 
Vith theſe Ruffians he repaired to his deceaſed Father's Houſe at Oph- 
7, where he fſerz'd ſixty-nine of his Brethren, and ſlew them upon 
ſene & Stone; the youngeſt, named Jotham, having timely Notice, eſ- 
oping. Soon after this bloody and unnatural Execution, the Shechemrtes 
having nothing to fear from Gideon's Houſe, aſſembied together at Millo, 
[nd choſe Abrmelech + King. 125 
When young Jotham heard this, he went to the Top of Mount Ge- 
Vein, where in a || Parabolical Oration he repreſented to the Shechemites, 
bow his Father Jerub- Baal (Gideon) having refus'd to have the Govern- 
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Feber Gideon bad before deſtroyed the. Altar 


I Baal, ty recompence the Diſgrace done by 
dum to the Idol. 


the Body of the Hraelites, but by a few diſor- 
derly ſeditious SHechemites, without the Know- 


ont of ae ſettled upon him and his Family; and that they had now q 
Cipoſed of it to one, as much inferior in Virtue and Honour to Gideon | 
; aud his lawful Sons, as the Bramble is to the Olive, Fig-Tree or Vine; 1 
| he cxpoſtulated the Injury done to his Family, and reproach'd them | 
f ne. Some will have this Stone to be (who ſeldom, except in a tumultuous Manner, 1 
: 0 Altar dedicated by Abimelech. to the Idol had any thing to do with Things of this na- } $7 
19226, and ercfted in the fame Place, where his ture) for Abimelech was not appointe!] King by | 


| ledge of Judah or the other. Tribes; and 
reigned only in Shechem. | | 
Parabo. ical. See Fudg. ix. 8. 


| * Firg. In this Choice there were neither 
ue Call of God nor the Conſent ot. che People; 
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with. | 


did. His Name was Gaal, the Son of Ebed, an impudent Boaſter, bu 
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with their Ingratitude: If you have done truly and ſincerely in m 
* king Abimelech King; and if you have dealt well with e-y;.z,, 
* and his Houſe, who merited fo well of you: (For my Father es 
e for you, and delivered you from the Oppreſſion of Midian, and * 
you have riſen up againſt my father's Houſe this Day, and have 91; 
e his Sons, and made Abimelech, the Son of his Concubinc, King de. 
** cauſe he is your Brother :) If you have done well in this, then g. 
joice in Abimelech, and let him rejoice in you. But if not, let pj, 
come out from Abimelech and devour the Men of Shechez:, and th. 
* Houſe of Millo; and let them devour him.” Jotham having thus dt. 
livered himſelf to the Shechemites made his Eſcape to Beer. Where he 
liv'd ſecure from Abimelech's Rage. And within three Years afterw;q, 
his Curſe was verified both upon Abimelech and the $S/-chenires ; fi 
they conſpired againſt Abimelech, attempting to ſeize or kill him, By 
being diſappointed of their Purpoſe, they join'd another profligate Wietch 
and his Company, one that liv'd by the Spoil of others, as the Seelen 


* 


cc 


} 


j 


a very Coward. 5 e 5 

Gaal being ſet at the Head of this diſſolute Gang, ravag'd the Coun. 
try uncontroul'd for ſome Time, ſpoiling the Vineyards of the Her. 
mites who made Abimelech King; and in their Mirth and ſolliq they 
deſpiſed Abimelech; but none ſpoke with more Contempt of bim than 
Gaal, The wild Carriage of this fooliſh Fellow ſoon reach'd the Ex 
of Zebul, who was Abimelech's Vice-Roy in Shechem ; but he no be- 
ing ſtrong enough to chaſtiſe him for his Inſolence, ſends privately 9 
Abimelech, to acquaint him that Gad and his mad Crew were come 
to Shechem, and had fortified the City againſt him, adviſing hin t 
come by Night, and lie in Ambuſcade till the next Morning, that lo | 
he might ſurprize them. Abimelech approves of the Siratagen), and iorth- 
with put it in Execution; which ſucceeded ſo well, that Goo? and tht 
that followed him were defeated and ſlain; and the next Dy he from 
ed the Place and took it; and to expreſs his Reſentment more furiouſly 


after he had demoliſh'd the City, he ſowed it with + Salt, But dure 


theie | 


* Fire, That is, let Abimelech be a Scourge Strowing of Salt ſignified drying up. 0 e? 
to the Shechemitess, and they to him, in Expi- ing of the Soil barten; (for then wh Or 
ati of their Tajuſtice and Ingratitude to the caſion for that in an inhabited ., e 
Huuſe of Gideon, ſhew the Deteſtatiqn ot their Reον⁰ 

+ Salt, This was an old Cuſtom of pu- that hereafter none ſhould eh or reve 
niſhing Cities for Treachery, Not that the it. In this Action part of Ze!von «e 
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| theſe Tranſactions, ſome that eſcap'd the Fury of the Conqueror's Sword, 
Ind had fled to the Tower, ſecing the Houſes of the City thrown down, 
| not ſuppoling themſelves ſafe in the Tower, took Sanctuary in a Fort 
| belonging to the Temple of their God Berth : Which Abimelech hear- 
W inc, he takes an Ax in his hand, and commanding his Army to do the 
teme, he marches up to mount Maſmon, where grew a Grove of Trees, 
and cutting down a Bough, he lid it on his Shoulder and brought it 
do the Fort. The reſt did the ſame, and when they had laid the 
| Boughs together, Abimelech ſet them on Fire; by which about a thou- 
end Men and Women were deſtroycd. 
This Succeſs incourag'd Abimelech to attack the City of Thebes, 
| which he took by Storm: But there being a ſtrong Tower in the City, 
t the Inhabirants fled thither, and muiniain'd it for ſome Time againſt 
| all the Force of Abrmelech ; which fo irritated the impatient Conqueror, 
| that purſuing his Fate, he came near the Tower to incourage his Men, 
and f.cili ate the taking it by his Preſence ; but preſſing too near the 
Door, with a Deſign to have fet it on Fire, a Woman from above 
ca down a Piece of a Millſtone upon his Heal, which broke his Skull. 


he died by the Hand of a Woman. His Servant obeys him, and the 
| Report of his Death is no ſooner rumour'd among the Troops, but they 
diſpers d: Thus were Abimelech and the Shechemites Scourges to each o- 
ther, and Jotham's Curſe compleated in the Fate of boch. 

ſala the Son of Phua, Uncle by the Father's Side to Abi melecb, of 
[the Tribe of Tſachar, was appointed Ruler or Judge of Iſrael in his 
Sead. Of whom nothing is recorded, but that he govern'd 1/-ael three 
[und twenty Years. To him ſucceded Farr of Gil-ad, who reigned two 


[0 A J a1 
+ Wa tvionty Years. After which, God being provok'd by the Idolatry 
| 0 the l/roelites, he permitted the Philiſtines, Ammorites and Ammonites 


I over-run their Country as they pleas'd for eighteen Years; and in 


q; [the laſt Lear the Ammonites bent their whole Force againſt the Tribes 
wes 2 ; | Mas # -* . \ . . - » 
„ ee, Benjamin and Ephraim. The Iſraelitos finding themſelves 


2 "vic of their Follies, by which they had provok'd God to puniſh them 
„s, end therefore acknowledging their Sin of Idolatry, they beg of 
jt 10 206050 15 a . 1 | - | ” » 

* n nd; for Abime'h thy not a lawful aft they had made Hm ther King, revolted 
— Jet rv d the Shechermites july, who from him, 

. 31 Q Gol. 


Aiimelech finding himſelf mortally wounded, call'd haſtily to his Armour- 
| bearer, and commanded him to diſpatch him, that it might not be ſaid 


not able to deal with the vaſt Num bers of their Enemies, became ſen- 
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God to affi t them this one Time. Got u braids them with g their In. 
gratitude, and to increafe the Pangency of their Sorrow, bids them 90 
cry ta the Gods which they had choſen, and try if they can deliver 
them in the Time of their Diftreſs. This was a cutting Reprogft, 
the If aclites. However, to recover God's Favour and Protection ther 
reform'd; for they put away their Idols, and ſerved the Lord, Thi. | 
Method carried ſome Weight with it, and God's Mercy return as ff 
as their Repentance ; appointing chem Means to effect Heir Deliverance 
There was at that Tine in the half Tribe of Manaſſeh, which (e114 
on che other Side of Jordan, a Man of Note amongſt his People, who 

Name was Gilead, of the Family of that Gilead the Son of Muc! 175 

to whom Moſes gave the City * Gilead, from whence the Fan) ne 
called Giladiter.” This. Giltad had: ſeveral Sons by his Wiſe ; and he 

Had one by a + Concubine, whom he named Jephthaßdb. When Cd. 

lawful Yon were grown up, they thruſt out Fephrhab, telling him, " tar 

being not born in lawful Matrimony, he ſhould bave no Inheri: ance 4- 
mong them. Tephthah upon this, expecting worſe Uſage, haſten'd from - 
them, and took up his Station in the Land of Joh; which Place being 

very ſubject to the Depredations and military Expeditions of the Enemy, 

Jephthaly the rather choſe for his Reſidence, being himſcli naturally 
brave and forward upon Occaſion. In their Excurſions againſt the E. 
nemy he always diſtinguiſh'd himſelf, fo that at laſt he was courte? 
to accept a Command of a Parcel of young Fellows, with whom hc 
went a foraging. 

In this Time Fe frequent ſkirmiſhing, the Gileadites being hardly preß- 
ed by the Ammonites, reſolv'd upon a War, but wanted a General, 
Wherefore at a general Meeting of their Chiefs it was agreed on, that 
he that ſhould firſt attack the Ammonites, ſhould be their Geneal 


* Gilad. See Numb xxxii; 4. thab fo great an playa of his Gon. 
+ Concubine, Jephtbab was undoubtedly a To which I antwer: 1. God hath gte bel 
Bafſta:id; and conicquently could claim no Laws'to Men, but none to himje!! ; and call 
Riht of inheritance or Share of his Father's alter his Diſpenſation accordiny to ble Ci. 
Fortune or Eſtate by the. old Law, Deut cumſtances and Conditions of Meg who! 
xxkili. 2, Nor were Baſtards allow'd to be Violation in a human Senſe. He diipenr 
Prieſts in thoſe Davs, as like wiſe now-a- Days, ſed with the Law: in this Caſe, te fue Dy 
by reaſon. of the Infamy of the Parents, and thoſe that are baſely born QuUYN ot 
their own corrupt Morals, too often proceed- deſpond, but by a virtuous zn £99 4 
ing from the Neglect in their Education. expect a Share of God's Ble 3 they — 
From hence ſome may be apt to call in Que excluded from the Benefit of the Las, ah 
ſtion Gods Diſpenſation, in making ep. by. their own, but «& their Parent“ Fo 1 4 
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Ther bethinking themſelves of Febbthah, whom they knew to be a 
Vin of Courage and Conduct, they addreſs d themſelves to him, and 
oer d him the Command! of their Army. Jephthab ſurpriz d at this 
adden Change, afk'd' them what they meant, who had expell'd him 
his Father's Houſe ; and could they expect any Succour from him in 
| cir Diſtreſs ? They acknowledg'd their preſent Diſtreſs was the only 
Motive of their coming, and repeated their Inſtances to him to go with 
el conſidering the Caſe and Temper of the People, who had 
once us'd him ill, and probubly might do fo again, was reſolv'd to be 
| won ſure Terms with them: © If I go along with you (ſays he) and 
| « ſucceed againſt the Ammonites, ſhall I be your Ruler afterwards ? ” 
| Their Neceffity was ſo preſſing at this Time, that they readily con- 
ented, ſolemnly ingaging that he ſhould. Upon this Jephthah went with 
them, and the People made him a Captain over them; Jephthab re- 
| reating the Covenant or Agreement between them. and him before the 
Lord in Mzgzpeh. - -, 1 e | , 
| 7ephthah' having the Security he propoſed for the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Government upon himſelf, ſends Ambaſſadors to the King of Ammon to 
demand the Reaſon-ob his invading the raelites. To which the Am- 
not! King reply'd, that the Land was his, and that the I/raclrtes 
| upon their coming out of Egypt took it from the Ammonites; which 
| now he demanded, or would make them reſtore it. Jepbthab by other 
Abaſſadors tells him the Caſe from the Beginning; that the Iſraelites 
in their Paſſage from Egypt being denied to paſs thro' the Countries 
ot Edom and Moab, were forc'd to fetch a great Compaſs till they 
| came to the Land of the Ammorites ; where they were not only refus'd 
| - Paſſage, but attack'd in an hoſtile manner by the Ammoritiſh King, 
won the Ifraelites defeated in a pitch'd Battle, fairly conquering not 
| only the Kingdom of the Ammorites, but whatſoever elſe belonged to 
Sen the Ammoritiſh King; who having before taken from the King of 
Mb the Land now in & Diſpute, it. fell, with the reſt by Conqueſt 
tom be Ammorite to Iſrael; beſides, he confirm'd. Iſrael's Title by a 
long Preſcription of three hundred Years peaceable Injoyment. But theſe 
| Reafons would not do with the King of Ammon, who march'd directly 
aint the Mraelites, and was by them as warmly received. But before 


he Action began, Fephthal; the more readily to ſecure himſelf of Vie- 
VDiſputs. See Numb. xxi. 26. 


— _ " 
__ = - * 
* = 
1 


3 ** 
—— — 


— — — — 


1 7 A 
AS — — 2 — - — 
— —— — —— ͤ—— 


2 — 


5 
— 


+, — 


— - 
Me ' J 8 
+24 0 . my 4 2 s 7 = * 


— - = 
+ * 

— — 

— 7 . 


* 


r — 4 4 * 


234 


| Or. No Body can read Fephthab's Vow, © 


and Execution of it,-as moſt _ Tranſlations 
expreſs and repreſent it, without Horror and 
Amazement. To find a Man, and that not 
a wild Barbarian, but an 1raeltte, offering 
in a Burnt- Offering a young, innocent, and, 


no Doubt, beautiful and virtuous Maid; to 


find an Indulgent, fond Father burning the 


Fruit of his own Body, his own Child, pay 


and his dutiful and obedient Chad tor; the 
Object of bis Hopes and preſent Comfurts ; 
to find him, whom the Apoſiic liſts in the 


Catalogue of the moſt pious and faithful Wor- 


thies of the Oid Teſtament, vowing, to offer 
a human Sacrifice to God, at the very Time 


in which the Scripture ſays, the Spirit of the 


Lord was upon him ; -and putting his Vow 


- afterwards in Execution, tho* human Sacrt- 
fices were hateful to the Lotd, provoked him 


utterly to deſtroy the Candanites, and kindled 
his Indignation againſt the Iſraelites, when they 
brought the King of- Moab to the fad Neceſ- 
ſity of offering his eldeſt Son for 4 Burnt-Of- 


fring upon the Wall of the City, 2 Kings i. 


27. I lay, to find all this is very puzziing 
and unaccountable. Bur it is very tftrange, 
that Tranſlators ſhould: have render'd fever al 
Paſſages cf this Vow in favour of ſuch a cruel 


ard barbarous Senſe ; eſpecially ouis,.. who , 
knew that the Words could very well admit. 


of a very diffetent and reaſonable Meaning, 
as miy be ſeen in the Notes they have fet 
down in the Margin of. the 3iſt and goth 
Vei ſes of that Chapter. No body cin deny, 
but hat the Word which is rendei'd and, ſig- 
nifi-« or, in a great many Places of Scripture : 
Tho' ſome there are who ſay, that the Pro- 
priety of Speech will not admit of travf}.'ing 
or {or and in this Place. But furely they 
wruid not think fo, it they had c:nj1der'd, 
that the Words, Hall be the Lorl's, ſth: ud be 
more properly render'd, Hall be conjecrated to 


A Compleat HISTO RT 
tory, made this Vow to the Lord: 


- Vaw,-is clear, becauſe it is imme ne 


not have done it, and not tete 
For he might have thought he tan K. 
or out of blind Zeal fancied þ micit 0000! 


the Lord; that is, dedicated and fet apart for 


* nn K 


Book Iy 
a my If | (lays he) thou ; Wilt give me 
© Succeſs againſt the Ammonites this Day, whatſoever cometh forth gf 


A mine Houſe to meet me, when T return, I will ſurely con ſccrate tn 
* the Lord, || or I will offer it up for a Burnt-Offering.“ 


8 | 10 
God'd ſpecial Service as the Na, wor, | 
And that it is in ſuch a Caſe 4 this, that 
"Fephthah is ſaid to have done according 5 


joy ned, And fhe kiew no Man; f As 
was facrificed. juſt as ſhe came dun tn 
the- Mount, this Expreſſion i: altogertc; b. 
peifluous, becanſe it is plain enough from |. 
bewiiling ber Virginity for two Monks, ©, 


ſhe had known no Man before; and |; (« v.. 


ry certain ſhe could know no Man ater 5 


that it is very naturat to unde: Hand the Wor 


thus; That Jepbihah according t his V 
had ſet apart his Daughter fort G's ſrl 
Service, ahd that ſhe continued vnmar e 
which will. more fully appear, if we conf. 
that the Words, which are render'd © 400 
in the following Verſe, ſianity all tm 1} 


with. But againſt this it is ſaid, dat Piet 
had no Power to obline their Chr 
ſingle Life. To which I anſwer, I. [1 
he Objection militates more ga nſt the 4 


ther Opinien. For if the warte Rich 
to doe Thing be an Argument tha, th: 
Thimg is not done, then the moe altes 
of Injuſtice and Unlawiulreſs eat N 
Th.ng,-the- mote boldly we may gc 
that i bas not bern done do (hat bt it tile 
lows, that if Fephthab did rot bie b. 
Daughter to pe petuai Virgirity, dec (i 


had no juſt Power to do fo, then it i mill 


evident that he did not ſecrifice hen. bows 
ſuch an Action was impious at Dathurins 
and contrary to. the Laws of G d, of N.. 
tore and Humanity. 2 Jepfebalbe not ha. 
ving a Right to obiige his D best e 
petual Vizginity, only proves 1 he bid 


«> Fo * 


perform his inconſiderate and util aw th. 
t — 3 , Y tern 41:1 
and it is much more reafona®* % 


this, than to imagine him to hae des — 
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book IV. 


. iritv and [mpiety of human Sacrifices, or 
1 1 8 ſtupidiy zealous, as to have pettormed 
o bominabie an Action, if he could have been 

dee Vowing it. But then, 3. It can- 
W ..: © proved, that Fathers bad not ſuch a 
runder the Law. Tr's plain they had A 
power to dedicate their Children to God's pe- 
bier Service, and to oblige them to ſeveral 
bes, ſome what unealy to Fleſh and Blood. 
In owiſe plam, that Fathers were to deter- 
|: bat was reaſonable for their Children, 
„hes under their Cate, to vow and promiſe; 
der vie the Vows made by fuch Children ſig- 
eite nothing without the Father's Conſent ; 
EF... if the Father did allow them, Every 
In Bond weth which, they hound their Soul, 
4% 3 flaud. Numb. xxx. 4. 5. From Which 
I brea“s. that Parents nught adviſe their 
gen to reaſonable Vows, and, with their 
107 unta fol, and that if the Father did vow 
I ne in the Name of his Child, which 
e Child did not agree to, that then the Fa- 
W 3 forgiven 4 as the Children were when 

tb Vows were diſallowed by their Father, 
ch 5 ſufficient to znſwer this Oſneftion., 


much troubled as he was, When at bis Return 


| 1.c4ttr. th haſt brought me very low, and 
ze of them that trouble me. But they 
U1. 'Fink fo, leem to be Strangers to the Old 


TITS 
„i 


bers fiom feveral Places of the Old Teſ- 
amen, that the being without Children, and 
| 001.quenily perpetual Virginity, was look'd 
| 1.7 ass Curſe and Reproach ; and how de- 


5 Very evi-:nt. 8o that it is no way flrange 
ad 7295:bah, troubled and rending his 
Coches, when bis only Child was to live and 
de under this Reproach, when he ſaw his Fa- 
Nun, XXXII. 


aotant, as not to have known the 


Content, bind them to any Thing that was 


eis farther ſaid, that it this had been afl 
tht Jede haß had Vow'd, he had not been ſo 


Ln Triumph his Daughter met him; for it is 
e veut bis Clothes. and ſatd, alas m] 


eme Notions, and to human Nature, - 


us Men are to ſee their Poſterity increaſe, | 


Y . . * * — 2 r 
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of th HOLY BIBLE. 
To this Victory of Tephtbah's a Civil War ſucceeded, between the 
Tribe of Ephraim and the Tribe of Gilead. The Ephraimites were an. 


ambitious 
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mily extinct, and himſelf excluded from all 
Hopes of Poſterity, and particularly from the 


Hopes of having the Meſſiah to come of his 
Seed; which. was the general Hope and Deſite 
of all the 1/raeliti/h Women, 

But beſides what hath been urged again 


ephthah's ſacrificing his Daughter, what we 


ave before mention'd of tranſl :ting the or in- 


ſtead of and, we may very tairly {uppoſe, that 
by this Vow, Fephthah had regard to the Fit- 


neſs of the Subject, or Thing vowed for a 
Burnt-Offering, So that if what came torth 


to meet him were not fit for a Sacrifice, then 


it ſhould be offered for a Burnt-Off:ring, 


Now the Things, that were not fit for Sa- 


ctifice, were Mankind and unclean Beaſts and 


Birds But tho” theſe might not be offered in 


Sacrifice, yet they might be vowed, and after- 


Wards be redeemed with Money, at the Valu- 


Rrr 


ation of the Prieſt, or not redeemed, at the 
Vower's Choice; and if not redeem'd might 
be ſold, as appears by the Law, Levit xvii. at. 

It hath been objected, that Fo/ephus, Phil, 
and many of the Fathers, are for the come 
mon Notion of Fephthah's ſacrificing his 
Daughter. I have as great a Veneration for 
the Ancients as any, but we are to follow no 
body bl ndiy. « Itis very probable. that the Fa- 
thers believed ſo on the Teſtimony of theſe 


two Fews ; and ſo ſhould I too, if they had 
any certain Tradition to build their Aﬀertion 
But fince they want this, it's to be look'd © 


on. | 
upon as their private Opinion, for which we 


ate to have no greater Value, than the Rea- 


ſons, which they give for it, do deſer ve. The 
Fathers were too much wedded to the Viſions 
and Fancies of the Jes, and eſpecially of Jo- 
Jjephus and Philo; which olien betrayed them 
into the Belief of feveral ridiculous Whims, 
and particularly of that ſenſeleſs Opinion of the 
Angels begetting Giants on the Woman that 


were before the Deluge; which they took to be 


the Meaning of theſe Words in Geneſis That 
the Sons of God went in unto ' the Daughters 
of Hen. | 8 | 
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ambitious quarreli fome People, and this was ® not the firſt Inſtance of 


their Temper, which formerly went no further than Words: But 05 


the mutinous Ephraimites carry it further, and with as little Reatgy, x, 
aſſembling their Forces together, they came upon "4 15% and em 
why he fought the Ammonities without them. Jephthab very calmly 
poſtulates the Matter with them, and caſts the Blame wholly upon them, 
ſelves, who refuſed to come to his Aſſiſtance when the Ammonites attyc.. 
ed him. The unreaſonable Ephraimites were fo inraged at this uf te. 
proach, that having nothing to urge in Vindication of themſclves, ud 
depending on their Numbers, threatened to burn his Houſe over his Had. 
Fephthoh finding it to no Purpoſe to reaſon longer with them, mute | 
what Force he could in ſo ſhort Time, and being fluſh'd with the lie 
Succeſs, reſolves to fight the Ephraimites; who had no Reaton ty d. 
ſpiſe them, by calling them Fugitives of Ephraim; for the Gileaity 
needed no Reproach to rouſe or whet their Courage, eſpecially under th 
Conduct of their valiant General Fephthah. The Armies join, and aftr 
a ſhort but ſharp: Diſpute the Fortune of the Battle declar'd tor Cid 
Ephraim being forc'd'to fly. Tephthah reſolving to make fure Work 
and prevent the. Ephraimites from diſturbing him quickly, ſecures, all th 
Paſſes on the Jordan; which thoſe Ephraimites that efcap'd in the Fight, 
mult of neceſſity paſs, to get Home: 80 that as faſt as any of them ogne thi 
ther, if upon Examination they. own'd themſelves Ephraimites, they wer 
put ta tie Sword: If any denied, they gave them the Teſt, which was to pro- 


nounce the Word & SHIBBOLE TH, which they could not do either thro” Fear 


In 7udg. xi. 40, we read, Pliat the 
Daughters of 1/raz!' went yearly to lament 


» Zephthah's Daughter; but the Margin more 
_ Propetly: ſays, to talk with ber, in which Pag- 


nide, Arrias Montanus, Treaellins' and Ju- 
nius do agiee; and by this Verſion of talking, 
ruth her, may reaſonably. be meant that they 


went yearly to viſit her after her being dedica- | 
ted to, the. Service of God. From which like- 
wiſe may very well be inferred, That ſhe was 
alive lorg after her Father had performed his. 


Vow upon her, and after his Death too; for 
he reigned over {jrasl but fix Years. 
Fephthab's ſacrificing his Daughter is by our 


ingenious Countryman Dr. Brown placed a- 
mong his Falgar Errors, where he very learn- 
_ edly: reſutes it by Authority of Seriptute and 


Reaſon. In fine, from what bath been ſaid, 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that Yephtbab did. 
not ſacrifice. his Daughter; and that part of 


ver. 31. of Judg. xi. ſhall be the Lord, and 
F: will offer it up for 4 Burnt Offering, out 
thus to be tranſlated. I will conjerrate i! 11h 
Lord, or J will offer it up for 4 Purit-Oſeing, 
in Proportion to the Circumſtance of the Pere 
ſon or Creature that fiſt ſhould meet bin, 
* Not the firſi. Tho' Gideon had called tit 
Epbraimites to aſſiſt in the Purſuit of the A. 
dianites, and had given them the Advantage 
of Plunder, and Honour of taking of Ore and 
Zeeb, two Princes of Midian, yei pecuule tit) 
were not called at firſt to the Battle, ie) 
took upon them to repiehend Gidem vel) 
ſharply. for the Affront; which be like à pd 
dent Man took patiently, and appesſed then 
with good Words, extolling their Valour, ;nd 
applauding their Succeſs; . 
$ Shibboleth, Which fignifi:s = Stream, Vi 
ter-Cour'e, or Falling of Waters. 


. 
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Book IV. 


ouſand of the Ephraimites. 


Dauance. 


ad that he reign'd ſeven Years. 


ands of the Philiſtines. 


piers were raiſed at the Nime when they 
ned. But Samſon was promiſed tor 
Pe before he was born. Therefore 
I ee 20th leading to, and attending 
"i it 1s very proper to trace his Hiſ- 
om ine Beginning. 
e. Allowing Samſon to have 
55 Ven $5 Lime, he muſt be at leaſt 
a od at the Death of Abdon, his 
ae Predeceffor : And when he took 


pon him the Adminiſtration. 


o the HOLY BIBLE. 237 


TW. [afatuation, calling it S1BBOLETH, which mall Variation coſt them 
heir Lives, In this Action and Purſuit there were ſlain two and forty 


rovoked God to punith them, whi 


Janin, who was the laſt of thoſe who are accounted 
Inary Judges of 1/rael, is ſuppos'd to have been born about the Time of 
Tephtbabts Victory. His Birth being attended with unuſual Events 
pd Circumſtances, we will relate the Particulars. Samſon was the Son 
i Manag a || Danite, whoſe Wife having been long barren, the Angel 
I the Lord appeared to her when ſhe was alone, and told her ſhe ſhould 
onceive and bear a Son, directing her how to manage and order herſelf 
piuilt ſhe was with Child, by forbearing Wine or ſtrong Drink, and all 
melcan Meats ; and that after ſhe was delivered of him, ihe ſhould not 

we his Head, for he ſhould be a Nazaerite unto God from his Birth, 


I? . ? * 0 * | : 
| 7 Sxirarrdingry, That is, Judges or De- 
Wess Tailed up in an extraordinary manner. 


* there were many extraordinary Things 


Fepbthab having thus ſucceſsfully rid himſelf both of his foreign and 
1mettick Enemies, ſpent the reſt of his Life in Peace, which laſted not 
os, for the whole Time of his Adminiſtration Was but of fix Years Con- 


Fephthah 1s ſucceeded by I52an of Bethlehem, of whom there is no- 
ing more recorded, than that he had thirty Sons and thirty Daughters, 
Elon a Zebulonite ſucceeded Thzan, 
o governed Hrael ten Years ; and after him Abron ruled eight: All that 
bs id of this laſt is, that he had forty, Sons and thirty Grandſons. In theſe 
Whice Reigns Trae] enjoy'd a Peace of three and twenty Years ; in which 
ime growing wanton they laps'd- into their former Sins; by which they 
ch he did, in delivering them into the 


and 


| Dante, The Tribe of Dan bordering 
upon the Philitines was moſt expoſed to their 
Incathons and Invaſions, and therefore God 
out of that Tribe choſe Samſon for a Judge 
and Revenger. Which is very agreeable to 


the Prophecy of Faccb when he bleſled his 


Sans a little before his Death. Dan Hall be 4 
Serpent by the Way, an Adder by the Path, bi- 
ting the Heels of the Horſe, lo that his Rider 
ſhall fall backwards. e 


$ Shave, Long Hair was eſteemed very 
much among the Jets, and here Samſon's 
Mother was forbid to cut his Hair, becauſe he 


was to be a Nazarite unto the Lord, that is, 


dedicated 


eXtraor- 
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the former Inſtructions. The Angel appearing in humane Shape, Man. 


tertzinment, the Angel told him he would not, but advis'd kin: to exprek 
his Gratitude in a Burnt-Offering to the Lord. Manoab accordingly 2 


aſcended from the Altar, the Angel aſcended in it and difappear'd, N 
poor Manoah begins too late, he fears, to repent his Curtofity, and bot 
he and his Wife proſtrate themſelves on the Ground; but he lookin 


* iY 
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and ſhould begin to deliver T/-ael from the Oppreſſion of the Philifing 
The Woman acquaints her Husband with this Interview betwcer ber 
the Angel; and he being not ſo much fſurpriz'd as overjoy'q at the 
Hopes of having a Son, had the Curioſity to ſee this Divine Mcfienxe 
himfelf, his Pretence for it being to be further inſtructed in the Ming. 
ment of the Child whenche ſhould be born. God graciouſly anſye«/}; 
Requeſt, and the Angel gain appeared, repeating to the exp..*ins Cu 


* 


ah took him to be a Man of God, and preſſed him to aCccpt of an ER. 


pares a Kid and a Meat- Offering, and offered it upon a Rock unt C85 
and then the Angel in a wonderful Manner diſcovered hiinſelf, whit 
before he refuſed to do at Manoab's Importunity ; for when the Flags 


— 


upon himſelf and Wife as loſt, cry'd out, Ne ſhall ſurely dle, becauſe ft 


babe dar'd to fee God. But the Woman arm'd with more Reaſon nd t 
Courage argues with her timorous deſponding Huſband, and telle lin, AW 
That if the Lord had intended to deſtroy them he would not bave ic a 
cepted an Offering from them, nor condeſcended to communicate d 

a Bleſſing to them as he had promiſed. ( 
According to the appointed Time the Woman was deliveret of z Sn f 
whom, from the Angel's appearing the ſecond Time to her, fhe calle 8 
Samſon, By the Conſequence it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that S/n AG: 
Parents obſerv'd the Directions given by the Angel for Nurſing and E 
dition; for whilſt a Child the Lord blefled him fo that he grew t 1 WR 
wonderful Strength: And while he was but a Youth, the Spirit of tht l 
Lord began to * move him at certain Times to exert himſelf in Actions a 
7 5 Strepgtl A 

dedicated to tte Lord, the Sanctity of his done in Judgment upon him or f. ering be, y 
Conſecration conſiſting in his long and and un- ſelf to be deluded by en infide!, 7 ot 
cut Hair, which was a token nct only of * Move him. This is an Hie "I w 
Beauty, but of Majeſty and Veneration. As for it is often uſed upon part cu! One Fe 
to the cutting off his Hair after by Dalilab, it where God very ſignally appeateg . n 
was done in a fraudulent Manner and with a tion; but in none oftber an = b; 
hoſtile Intent, not only to deprive him of his of Sam/on's Adminiſtration ; for upon? i 7 
Hair, but of his Strength, that ſo they might Emergency it is faid, 7% Spit 7 CU [C1 


n . ; . a ae Oblelſt 
deſtroy him. Beſides it may be ſaid to be came upen him. Hence St. Amübroſt obiel 


a! 


a r Af 14 


book IV. 


't 
nd 1 o ta 6 / 0 
e Samſo11 


"Quntry 3 


E- 
ü de young Hero, that he could not live without her, 
\e | 


1 A 


- 


G 


en Cute i. 17, He ſhall go before him in the 
Heirit ans Deter of Elias; theſe two, the Spi- 
rand Power (which is Fortitude) are always 


b ſaid to have the Spirit and Peawer of 
And the Angel Gabriel ſaid to the Bleſ- 
| Vin, The Holy Gho#t ſhall come upon thee, 
inz is Power of the moſt High ſhall overſha- 
e And out Bleſſed Lord teils his A- 

Pants, 175 i, 8, Ye Hall receive the Power of 
Ha Gho? coming upon you. Whence 
We fee Power is always attributed to the Holy 
| Gos and therefore the Septuagint very aptly 
n ths Place turns it, The Spirit of the Lord 
"ein 72 96 along with him. Judg. xii. 25. 
That is, always inſpired and ſtunulated him 
che Pertormance of godly and hergick 


E 


1- jo dd together: For all Fortitude, whether in 
| laitempling or ſuffeiing, is from the Holy 
117, that inforres us Thus 7% the Bap- 
K 1 


a 
$ 
1. 
L 
ſe: 


er BI9LE. 
Þrcogth and Activity, in the + old Camp of Dan, between Zorah and 


S {4 
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being grown to Man's Fitate, had a Mind to travel and fee the 
| and coming to Timmab, a City belonging to the Ppiliſtines, 
Ne happen'd to caſt his Eyes on a beautiful Philiſtine, who io captivated 


But in Duty to 


Father and Mother, he would not marry without their Conſent. The 
a parents expoſtulated with their Son the Unreaſonableneſs of the 
lich, in offering to Marry into an uncircumciſed Family. 
worous Youth conſulting his Paſſion more than Religion, was fo preſſing 
ii Requeſt to his Parents, that their Indulgence was not Proof againſt 
but ſto gratify him, they went with him to Timah to ſee this Beau- 
Wt 20d treat with her Parents about the Marriage. 

s 1: they were on their Journey, Sam/or: ſtraggling from the Company. 
E young Lion came in a mighty Rage out of the Vineyards of Timah, and 


But the a- 


d him. Upon which the 9 Spirit of the Lord came mightily upor 
Wn. { that he flew the Lion with as much eaſe, as if it had been a Kid. 
fer this Action he went on and overtook his Parents, but ,acquainte«! 


Actions. The Spirit of Fortitude was with 
him from the Lord to ſtrengthen him; ſaith the 
Chaldee Paraphrate. | 

+ ON Camp. This Camp of Dan was pro- 
bably that Place, Wheſe be Darires pitched 
their Camp in their Fxpedition and Ertc:prize 
ageinſt Laiſb, Judg. xvi 1x, For it is not 
at all likely, that the Philiſſines, who had 
the //raeiites at that Time under ar intite 
Subjection, ſhou!d ſuffer them to have any 
ſtanding Camp. And, if the Reader looks 
back a little, this is another Argument, that 
the Story of Micah, and of the Danites Ex- 
pedition, was tranſacted before Samſon's Time 
thy! by the Compilers of the Ble they are 
related after, as the Story of Fob is. 
F S/zrit, See Note with this“ mark in 
the Page before. | 


8 Feat? 


brought thirty of their prime Youth to bear him Company. To theb 


let them know he was ſenſible of foul Play in the Matter, he 110g. 


* 


not tell them whence he had it. 


bout the Riddle, he left Timnab and return'd to his Father's Houtz, 


trymen. Some Time after he return'd to Timnaßb to viſit his Witt, and 


ny at the Wedding; and, it is very probable, The 


, ̃ é , . d 0 . . ⁵ . ry I FO EN — TEE 
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great Surprize and Amazement, he found in it a Swarm of Becs, ig 


ſome Honey: Of which taking ſome in his Hands, he went on ei, 
and when he overtook his Parents he gave them ſome of ir, bu 00 


; Being arriv'd at Timnab, Samſon entertain'd the Relations on both Sits 
for ſeven Days, and to grace the Nuptials the more, his Wife Kindreg | 


young Men, Samſon, during the Wedding Feaſt, propoſed a Riddle, whiz 
was this, Out of the Eater came forth Meat, and out of the $4, 
% came forth Sweetneſs.” He gave them feven Days to c pound g 


0 0 "Wi CN 5 . * a R . J's 76 
Riddle in, upon Condition that if they expounded it, he won ge dan # 
thirty Garments, and as many Shirts; but if they did not, they hon ha 


expound the Riddle, apply'd themſelves to his Wife, and padde ly 
to diſcover the Meaning of it. After much Importunity ſhe pri. ii. 
on her Huſband who was ſo weak as to truſt her with it, and {ho mie. 
diately told it to the young Men, who came to Samſon at the End gf 
the ſeven Days, and ſaid, What is ſweeter than Honey, and whut 1x 
66 ſtronger than a Lion?” Samſon was ſatisfied his Wife had difcovered 
the Secret, for he knew he had told it to no body elſe; and tier ture ty 


give him the ſame Number. The young Men not knowing hoy 
i 
i 


nation reply'd, © If you had not ploughed with my Heiter, you coul 
<* not have expounded my Riddle.” Then yielding his Wager lo'i, he pre- 
pares to pay it; and going to Aſcalon a City of the Philiftines, he fey 
thirty Men, whoſe Garments he gave to thoſe that had expoinde! the 
Riddle. Being incens'd againſt the Philiſtines, for this unfiir Dealing s- 


But tho' he had entertain'd a juſt Reſentment againſt the Pþ:/;/tine:, yet 
he retain'd a Fondneſs for his Wife, to whoſe Weakneſs he did not 1» 
much impute the Diſcovery of the Riddle, as to the Fraud of her Coun- 


as a Token of his Affection he brought a Kid with him for a P: fe! ; 1 
preparing to go to Bed to her, her Father would not permit him, uryin 
for Excuſe, that he thought he lighted her, and therefore had given 
in Marriage to one of his * Companions ; but if he pleas'd, her younger 
Siſter, who was more beautiful, was at his Service. 


* Companions, I ſuppoſe to one of the thir- as a Reward of the Treachery in dice“ 
ty that they had provided to bear him Compa- the Secret of the Riddle. 


1 
— 


F ook IV. 


Revenge, 
Pundred 


4 


* Fixes, The catching of ſo many Fox- 
„ Which are a very cunning way Crea- 
Ir, is very Judicrouſly queſtion'd by forne, 
5 they would conſider, that what Sam- 
„din this Caſe was by Divine Inſpirati— 
On, and tat in every other great Action ot 


ue bim, their Mouths might be ſtop'd. For we 
Mz) icatonably ſuppoſe, that God by his An- 
be ſcconding the Acts of Sampſon, theſe Fox- 
© mipht be diſpos'd and got together that 
We) might eafily be taken by him; as God 
Hh all Creatures to come to Noah beſore 
od, to be preſerved by him in the Ark. 
18.15 plain from Scripture, that Fudea, 
i eſpecially that Part of it which belonged 


1 
We 


B N With Foxes; for the Sep. 
ee Judg.i. 3 5. Salebim, in which 
i Foxes are left out in our T'ran- 

"ll, ANC yet as incredulous as ſome would 


of the HOLY BIBLE. 
This was an additional Provocation, 
and which he executed thus. 
* Foxes, which he tied two and two together by the Tails, with 
ichted Torches to them, and drove the Foxes into the ſtanding Corn, by 
which Means he burnt not only the Corn, but the Vineyards and Olive- 
Trecs, The Philiftines underſtanding it was Samſon, Son-in-law to the 
Wc 1:17 that had done this Miſchief, becauſe his Father-in-law had taken 
away his Wife, came in Revenge to Timnab and burnt Samfon's Wife and 
ber Father, This gave Samſen freſh Gccaſion of quarrelling wich the Phi- 
Pines again, and he was fo far from concealing his reſentment, or uſing 
wy Stratagem to be reveng'd on them, that he openly declar d he would 
ive Satisfaction; which he forthwith did in a great Slaughter of them. 
After this Action, Samſon well knowing he had provok'd the Philiſtinos 
Wo the higheſt Degree, for better Security took up his Reſidence in the Top 


Ws the Spirit of God is ſaid to come mightily. 


bo the Tribe of Dan, (to which Samſon be- 
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for which Samſon intends a ſharp 
He found Means to catch three 


ſeem to be in Tranſactions mentioned in Ho- 
ly Scriptures, they readily credit the almoſt 
incredible Accounts of profane Authors. Ju- 
lius Cæſar is ſaid to have produc'd at one 
Shew four Hundred Lions; Probus the Em- 
peror, a thouſand Leopards, a thouſand Bears, 
a thouſand Stags, c. Heliogabalus a thouſand 
Weeſels, &c as Lampridius and Vopiſcus teſti- 
fy in the Lives of them; and Pliny l. 8. c. 
16. How ſtrange is it then, that Sam/an's 
getting three hundred Foxes together, ſhould 
ſeem ſo extravagant to any one? But belides 
the Satisfaction Samſon might take in expteſ- 
ſing bis Reſentment thus on the Philiſtines, 
he may reaſonably be thought to have ano- 
ther End in it; for by catching ſo many Fox- 
es he ſecur'd the Vineyards of his own Peo- 
ple from theſe miſchievcus Creatures; ſo that 
this Injury to the Philſtines was a Benefit to 
himſelf. 


they, 


| 
| 


* 
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they were come to ſeize and deliver him to the Philiſtines. Soy; ſon kney 
his own Strength, but would not uſe it againſt his Countrymey. ; onh 
obliging them by Oath not to fide with the Philiſtines againil | him, he 


gave - then Leave to bind him; upon which they brought him 85 tha 


Place where the Philiſtines lay incamp'd ; who ſeeing him bro! ught bd 


- thought they had him ſecure now, and vent out ſhouting for Joy 


ceive him. 


(0 fe- 


But -before they could lay Hands on him, the © Spirit of the 


Lord came upon him fo powerfully, that he broke the Cor, S from hi 


Arms with as inuch Eaſe as if they 
about him for a Weapon, he could find no better than a 1 of 11 
however, being inſpir'd, he with that diſpatch” d a tho! 


Aſs; 


had been burnt Flax 


Pbiliſiines. The Heat of the Action made him ſo exceſſively 15 wy 


Thou haſt given 
Servatit's and ſhall 1 gie * 


God heard ki 


. 
5 4nd d looking 


/* 1 
it fa 
q OI ne 


ths 


* 3 lia 


he was ready to faint, and being in a Place where there wes no Wir 
be had. addreſs'd kimielf to the Lord thus; 
508 "Deliveratcs into the Hand of thy 
© and fall into the Hands of the Uacicanoed 7 . 


5 Is reg 


b Tris 


(rv 


plaint, and that this miraculous Victory gain'd by the Hand of onc - Ma 


and io poorly arm'd as with nothing 


but the Jaw-bone of an 


0 mh! 


not be unattended, he as miraculouſly gratifes the Champior's Thi. 


| 
1 
| 


by a Supply of Water from a Rock, which, never before prodect any 


Moiſture ; he clave a hollow 
Water plentifully flowed from it; 
Spirit came, and he revived. 


Samſon” s next Exploit was at Gaza, another City 


| 


+ Rock called Mactes which was a L. bt 
of which 941071 having GFatik, Bi 


of the ER 11h 


whither, invited by Curiobity, or Deſire of the Phil ine Womos, he wen 


+ Rocl. Vatablus, Junius and Tremellius 
have remarked, that all the Verſions except 
_ the Chalde? Paraphraſe, have transformed the 
Place where Samſon kuled the thouſand Phi- 
Iiftians, which is called Lebi, into a Faw- 
bone; and a hollkw Rock which was in that 
Place into a -bo!low Tooth, which was in the 
Jaw bone: Tudg. xv. 19. tranſlating, God 
clave a hollzw Place whith was in the Fat, 
and there came Water therenut ; 
ſhould have trariflited, G04 deve a hollow Rock 
called MaQtes, which was at Lehi, &c. The 
fame Rock Mages is mentioned in Zepha- 
mah i. 11, where cur Tranſlation renders it 
the loto Place. It wes called Mactes, becauſe 
u had the Figure of a Mortar. The Chal- 


whereas they 


dee Paraphraſe ſ.vs, that it wis Grunted net 
the Brook Kedron, or near Tiberias, Kor 
ing to the Allegorical Commetts of ine jeu 
Nor did Joſephus the 6:6 Forian unde fan 
this Text otherwiſe, when he ten E 4% 


fig. l. 7c ne. That God hc: 


cer of Samſon, made a Foun! in 0 ſprme 


£2 Rock, 


this Fountain temains to this Da * 
rome tells us he ſaw it ; ard Alte 


which did ſend ov t ARUTONCE 0 
& ſweet and clear Water“ A; d toe tht 
have travelled through Paleſtine, 5ilure 5 108 


who lived about the Ycar 1129, 15 8 0 


was to be ſeen at that Time nbe 


of Euletherepolis, and that it Was & ff 5 


Fountain of the Jaw, 
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a took up his Lodging at a Houſe of publick Entertainment. He was not 
ng conceal'd here; for the Inhabitants of the Place having Notice of him, 
beſet the Houſe, and watching for him all Night at the Gate of the City, 
concluded they ſhonld have him in the Morning, and then they would 
[diſpatch him. Samſon being inform'd of their Deſign upon him, lay ſtill 
ſell Midnight; and then rifing, took the Gates of the City, with the two 
Ipoſts and Bars, and laying them on his Shoulders, carried them to the 
WT op of a Hill which looks towards Hebron; and ſo eſcaped the Danger 
at threatened him. But a more fatal Danger than this ſoon after befel 
Im; for falling in Love with a beautiful Woman that liv'd in the Vale 
of $24, whoſe Name was Dalilab, he was fo captivated with her Charms, 
that he had little Regaard to his own Safety. The Princes of the Phi- 
eres obſerving Samſon's Fondneſs, take Advantage of it, and addreſſing 
themſelves to Dalilab, promiſe to give her each of them * eleven hun- 
1-4 Shekels of Silver, if ſhe could intice him to diſcover to her wherein 
his great Strength lay, that ſo they might bind and puniſh him for the 
great Miſchief he had done them. So great a Bribe eaſily prevail'd with 
the Woman to betray her Lover ; who after much Sollicitations and Im- 
portunity told her, that he had been a Nagarite to God from his Birth, 
and that ns Razor ever yet came upon his Head; but if he ſhould be 
ſeven, his ſtzength would be no more than that of a common Man. 


ef the Philiſtines to come to her, aſſuring them that he had now diſ- 
[covered the whole Secret of his Strength to her. They accordingly 
come and bring the Money they had promiſed her; and ſhe having lul- 
bim to Sleep, as his Head lay on her Lap, a Man, whom ſhe had 
WT 1r0v ied, ſhaved off the ſeven Locks of his Head; then rouſing him, 
ihe ſaid, © The Philiftines be upon thee Samſon.” He not knowing 
what was done, thought to Stretch himſelf, as he us'd to do, for as 
yet he knew not that the Lord was departed from him; but he too 
eon difcovered it by the Loſs of his Strength. The Philiſtines ſeeing 


H. © * . . . 4 

aum, they put ont his Eyes, and bringing him to Gaze, they fetter'd 
FM, and made him work in the Priſon. 

Eleven, Oc. The Nuinher of theſe Prin- So that ſive times eleven hundred, or five th u- 


dom the hve chief Cities, vir Accoron, Asa. lue fifteen Pence, would amount to about three 


# 


, f2oth. Gaza, and Gath, 1 Sam. vi, 17. hundicd forty-thiee Pounds and fitteen Shitlngs, 


Nums, XXXIII. 'T £7 Some 


Dh having thus extorted the great Secret from him, ſent for the Princes 


Mn now really difabled, ſeized him immediately, and to make ſure of 


ces Of the Phililines is ſuppos'd to be five, ſand five hund:ed Shekels of Silver, each in Va- 
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ther's Sepulchre between Zorab and Eſbtaol, where they buried him. 
After the Death of Samſon the Adminiſtration of the Goverment 0! 


Tfrael ſeems to have devolved upon 


Eli, who was then High-Pricſt. [1 


the Beginning of his Reign was born Samuel the Prophet, the Son of 4 
kanah, a | Levite deſcended from Korah. He lived in the City of R 


& Dogon, This Dagon was the common 
God of the Sea-Coaſts having the Form of a 


lulan from the Navel upwards, and downwards 


of a Fiſh ; from which the Word is derived. 
+ Levite deſcended, tic, Elkanah was de- 
ſcended from that Korah, who in Moſes's Time, 


for his Rebellion in the Wilderneſs us 
lowed up by the gaping Earth, and al! (i 
had with him, Numb. xvi. except 5% 
Numb. xxvi. 11. from the eldeſt of it 
med Affir, the Genealogy is drawn down 190 
muel, in 1 Chron, vi. from ver. 22, 
| Which 
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Which belonged to the Tribe of Ephraim, with his two Wives Hannah 
and Peninnah. The latter of which had Children, but the firſt none. 
$14) according to the Cuſtom once a Year went up to Shiloh to wor- 
Filip and ſacrifice to the Lord, taking his two Wives and his Children 


with him; where after he had made his Offerings, he gave Preſents to 


och his Wives; but Hannah being his beſt beloved, he gave her a double 
Eire of his Favour. This bred ill Blood between the two Wives, and 
F P-11nnab prideing herſelf in her Children, reproach'd Homnoh for her Ste- 
ity, Her Huſband endeavours to comfort her; but Hannab ſeeks for 
n {om a more powerful Hand, addreſſing herſelf earneſtly in Prayer to 
te Lord, and vowing at the ſame Time, that if he would bleſs her with 
on, {he would dedicate him to the Lord all the Days of his Life, and 
that no Razor ſhould come upon his Head. Eli the Prieſt, who was 
bear her, ſeeing her Lips move, but not hearing her ſpeak, ſuppos'd ſhe 
vis intoxicated with Wine, and chid her for it; but finding himſelf miſ- 
taten, he turned his Reproof into a Bleſſing, praying to God to hear her 
Fenton. Being return'd to Ramah, the conceiv'd, and was in due Time 
doliver' 4 of a Son, whom ſhe named Samuel, becauſe ſhe had aſked him 
of God ; which his Name implies. 
Hannah having weaned her little Son, according to her Promiſe brought 
bin to the Houle of the Lord at $h:/ob with an Offering, acquainting 
Le, dit the was the Woman, that ſome Time fince had prayed to the 
ter a Child, and that ſhe came to perform her Vow, which was to 
(calcate him to the Service of the Lord. Eli at this gave Thanks to 
[the Lord, for having heard and anſwered Hannah's Prayer, and Homab 
Holy Rapſody did the fame. Elęanab and Hannab having perform'd 
[cit Vow, prepare to return, and Eli pronouncing a Bleſſing upon them 
be The Lord give thee the Seed of this Woman, for the Loan which 
* lent the Lord.” Meaning Samuel; whom they left behind them 
ei, who put on him a Linen Ephod, and he ſerved in the Houſe 
Lord as Eli had directed him. After that, once a Year, till he 
ee up, his Mother, when ſhe came up to offer the yearly - $ggrifice, 
de him a little Coat, and brought it to him. : 
| £7 the Prieſt had two Sons, but very wicked ones; for valuing them- 
ies upon the Authority and Dignity of the Prieſthood, they domi- 
cr d over the Men, and debauch'd the Women. And to ſuch an In- 
"ence were they grown, that not content with the Portion of the Fleſh 
the Sacrifice, which God had aſſign'd them, they would ſeize 
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245 A Compleat HISTORY Book I}, 
what they liked beſt, and at what Time they pleaſed. By the: Maw 
the Service of God grew contemptible in the Eyes of the People; wi 
were indifferent whether they offered or not. But how henoy; ſooo 
the Sins of the Prieſts might be, they did not excuſe the People 10 
Guilt in neglecting the Service of the Lord. | 

Eli himſelf had often heard of the Wickedneſs of his Sons, yet di jy 
reſtrain or puniſh them as he that was both their Father and Ny; 
trate, ought to have done, giving them only a flight Reproof, wha 
was fo far from diſſuading, that they ſtill perſiſted in their wicked Pry. 
tices. At laſt a * Man of God came to Eli with a Meſſagc that threy, 
ned him and his Houſhold with Ruin for his careleſs mild Adminitn. 
tion: Firſt upbraiding him with Ingratitude for flighting the Honour dot 
his Family in inveſting the Prieſthood in it; threatning his Sons J 
and Phineas, with Death, which he foretells ſhall happen at one and th 
fame Time. And to ſhew Eli the wretched Poverty that his Pofteriy 
ſhould fall into, he added. That every one that ſhould be left in hy 


Houſe, ſhould come and crouch to a more faithful Prieſt, whom th u 
Lord would ſet up, for a Piece of Silver and a Morſel of Nad; nl „ 
ſhall ſay, Put me, I pray thee into one of the Prieit's Ofic, dhe a 


% may have a Piece of Bread to eat. 
_ Soon after this the Lord gives old Eli another Denunciation of bs 
Judgments by a younger Hand. Samuel being lodg'd in the turthe 
Part of the Tabernacle among the Levites, the Lord in the Night calle 
him by his Name; who, as the Manner was, anſwered ; Here am |; 
and ſtarting up, ran to E's Apartment, ſuppoſing. he had called him: 
But when Eli told him he had not called him, went and lay down gan 
This was repeated three Times, and Samuel began at laſt to be pot 
with Eli, that he did call him. This rouzed Eli, and made him think 
there was ſomethink extraordinary in it, which Thought he Comme, 
cated to Samuel, bidding him go to Bed again, and directed him, that if 


* Man of God. Who this Man of God when he had ſpoken to Sve, tell 19121 
was, that brought this unwelcome Meſſage to Thing he knew not before, t 0908 
Eli, is very uncertain. Tremellius and Junius nounced a Judgment againſt Eli and s Houle 
in their Notes upon the Place take him io be Tr is certain, that it was a very c me 
Samuel, Which is very ſtrange, and very un- There was no c pen Viſion, no Certain nom 
likely to be true, for Samuel was then too Prophet, uch zs Moſes had becn before, 1 
young, and in the third of the firſt of Samuel, as Samuel, Nathan, Elijah, and othets Wei 
he is ſet forth as one not yet acquainted with afterwards, | 


the Voice ot God; and alſo that the Lord, 
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he Lord ſhould call him again, he ſhould ſay, Speak Lord; for thy 


« gervant heareth.” As Eli expected fo it happened; and Samuel did as 
ne directed him. Then ſaid the Lerd to Samuel, All that J have ſpo- 


« that J will judge his Houſe for ever, for the Iniquity to which he is pri- 
| « yy; Becauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and he did not reſtrain them; 
« therefore I have fworn unto the Houſe of Eli, that the Iniquity of E's 
« Houſe ſhall not be purged with Sacrifice, nor Offering for ever.“ 

This Sentence was ſo terrible even to Samuel, that had no Share 
im it, that he was afraid to tell it Eli; but Eli now throughly awakened, 


him to tell him what the Lord had ſaid to him. Samuel obeys, and 
tells him the very worſt. To which poor Eli humbly ſubmitted, ſay- 
ing; It is the Lord, let him do what he pleaſeth.” _ 

| And now to the great Comfort of 1/rael, God was pleaſed to appear 
again in Shiloh, revealing himſelf to Samuel there. For as Samuel grew 
up, both in Stature as a Man, and in Grace as a Man of God, the Lord 
was with him, and accompliſhed whatſoever he ſpoke by him; fo that 
all jrael knew, from one End of the Land to the other, that Samuel 
was a faithful Prophet to the Lord. e 

The Jraelites being again bleſs'd with a Prophet, promiſed to them- 


they could not ſhake off the Philiſtine Vak. Wherefore intending to 
feht them, they incamped in a Place, which was afterwards upon bet- 
tr Succeſs called Eben-Ezer. The Philiftines fat down by Aphek, a 
City of Judah, and in a ſhort Time the Armies join'd ; but the Maelites, 
inſtead of Victory, find the Judgments of God denounced againſt Prieſt 
and People ready to fall on them; for in the Action they loſt four thou- 
til land of their Men. The reſt making an orderly Retreat to their Camp, 
as Elders began to conſider what might be the Cauſe of this Defeat ; 

#1 Wd fondly ſuppoſing it to be for want of having the Ark with them, 
they reſolve for the future to carry it with them in all their other Ex- 
„ bilons. Then they ſent Meſſengers to Shilob for Hophni and Phineas 
e Prie ts to bring the Ark into the Camp. Which they forthwith did; 
* aud when the Hraelites faw the Ark brought into the Camp, they gave 
a Shout, as made the Eirth Ring: Which ſo diſheartened the hi- 
33 Vu u liſtines, 


« ken concerning Eli and his Houſe I will perform; for I have told him 


ach — 
— G 
2 «aa - - ah 4 * 
* W * ee 4 2 W — * oaths bo, fo * * 
_ IF i p 
* * . ——_—_— - s "hs — f..T 
AT — 
g — 
4 — 


by the Meſſage he had received before, and the Apprehenſion he no-. 
had, that the Lord had revealed ſomething like it to Samuel, obliged 


{elves great Things, concluding all that theyundertook would ſucceed ; and 
therefore being animated with this Thought, they had a Mind to try, if 
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liſtines, that they were at the Brink of . eſpecially when th 
heard the true Cauſe of their rejoicing.” J 

The Hraelites on the other Hand were as fool-hardy, as the P};j 
tines were dejected. For concluding themſelves ſecure under the I. 
tection due to the Ark, and not in the leaſt queſtioning 8. ceſs, they 
again offer the Philiſtines Battle; who ingaging, flew thirty thov fend if 
their Foot, among which were Hophni and Phineas, put the rect ,, 
flight, and, which was the terribleſt Blow /of all, took the Ar, rk of Gt 
One of the Souldiers, of the Tribe of Benjamin, ſeeing the Day | lo 
made his Eſcape from the Field of Battle, and came running to g 
with his Clothes rent, and Earth upon his Head; which in tho! ſe Conn: 
tries were Emblems of extreme Sorrow for the preteſt Loſſes and Mi- 
fortunes. 


Tho . bad difoblig ed the Lord highly in his remiſs and c carelk 


ö 
hl 


Affairs went: Whilt he was "kh here, the foreſaid e that 
eſcaped in the Fight having told the Citizens how things went, ther 
was a mighty Outcry among them. Whereupon Eli aſkin w hat Was 
the Meaning of that Tumult, the Renjamite Soldier was bro: aght t to him, 
who told him the 1/raelites were routed, his Sons in the Number of the 
Slain, and the Ark of the Lord taken. Eli kept his Seat till the laſt Picce of 
News was told him, but then his Spirits failing, he fell from his Scat back- | 
wards ; and being heavy as well as old, his Neck broke with the Fall 
and he died, having judged 1/rael forty Years. His Son Phineas bad 1 
Wife at this Ti ime, who being big with Child, and near her. Tune, 
hearing of the Death of her Father and her Huſband, and the L of th 
Ark, fell in Labour; and being deliver'd of a Son, with her dying Bread 
ſhe- named him Tbabod; which ſignifies, No Glory, adding as che Rei- 
ſon of giving the Child this Name, That the Glory is departed from Wael 
which ſhe meant by the taking of the Ark of God, 

The Philiftines: having clear 4 the Field, and earried off the Plunde, 
brought the Ark to Aſbdod, and plac'd it in the Temple ot Dabu bl 
to the Idol; whom the next Morning they found fallen down u 
Face before the Ark of the Lord. T hey ſet him in his Place, aud vent 
Day came in again, and not only found him fallen ta the Grounc, Ot 
bis Head and Palms of his Hands broken off, and lying on the . 


ſhold, only his lower Part was left zntire,. Whence a ſupertticous Cul p 
; 08 
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2, aroſe amongſt the Philiſtines, that neither Prieſts nor People would 
fea d upon the Threſhold. ä 
4nd now to let theſe Idolaters fee, that the Cauſe is no longer between 
L. bllligines and the Mraelites, but between God and Dagen ; the Lord 
rs his heavy Judgments on Aſbdod, and all the Coaſt Towns thereabouts, 
| Aicted the People with the Piles, and deſtroying at the ſame Time the 
Country with Mice. The People of Aſtdod were ſenſible this was a 
Yudzment from the God of Iſrael for taking and detaining the Ark; 
4 VERNE conſulting what to do; the Princes of the Philiſtines, partly 10 
Ickkreſs the Complaints of the Aſhdodites, but chiefly to carry the Ark a- 
Dot in Triumph, ſend it to Gath, where the fame Judgments purſue 
Detanmers of it. Whereupon they remove it to Efron, but the in- 
bitants no ſooner fas it, but they cry out, ** They have brought about 
de ark of the God of Iſrael to us, to ſlay us and our People.” 
Whilſt the Ark was line: not only the Piles, but a deadly Plague at- 
tended e People; wherefore calling the Prieſts, they reſolved to ſend 
Wc 4 2way but could not preſently agree upon the Manner of doing 
# The PN adviſe them not to ſend it away empty, but to prepare 
3 Offering for Atonement of their Sacriledge, which was to con- 
' ve golden Emrods, and five golden Mice, according to the Num- 
ber of the Princes of the Philiines ; hoping, that by thus acknowledg- 
| Ir «Cl lory of the Lord of Iſiuel, he would rid them of the Placues 
be bad inflicted on them; for why, faid the Prieſts, ſhould you be obſti- 
ts as the Egyptians were, to your own Deſtruction ? Then directing 
hem to provide a new Cart, and two Milch-Kine, that never had been 
bed, and faſten them to the Cart, without their Calves, they bid them 
dhe Ark on the Cart, and put che g golden Emrods and Mice in a Cof- 
Ir by the Side of the Ark, and ſend them away; but caution them 
Jrictly to obſerve which Way the Cart went ; for if it went by the Way 
Got Beihſbemeth, they might conclude, that it was the God of T/rae/ that 
ad plagued them ; but if it went not that Way, they ſhould look upon 
A theſ: Judgments only as common Accidents. 
The Phil: Mines ſending the Ark away in this Manner, the Kine that 
eit went on lowing directly to Bethſbemeth; the five Princes of the 
P! latin follow'd at a Diſtance to ſee what would become of it, who, 
hen they ſaw it arrive ſafely at Bethſhemeth, return'd to Eęron. The 
Pth/tcmites, who were reaping 1n the Valley, ſeeing the Ark, were over- 
bd. The Kine having drawn the Cart into the "Field of Joſbua the 
| Beth/tenite, 
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® Levites. Beihſbemeth was a City, which 
belongeth to the Levites. See Joh. xxi 16. 
+ Contrary See Numb. iv. 40. 
S Seventy, &c. Cornelius a Lap. very learned- 
edly at firſt determines the Number of the Peo- 
ple flain for this profane Curiofity to be ſeven- 
ty, following therein the Opinion of St. 850 
rom, Toſephus, and the Hebrews, That God 
mot geueniy of the fifty thouſand Bethſhemites. 
But afterwards, inclining too much to the Sep- 
tuagint and the Chaldee Pataphraſe, will have 
them amount to fifty thouſand and ſeventy 
Men that were ſlain ; but with little Reaſon in 
my Opinion. But let us take the Judgment 
of others: The learned Bochart could not 


without Horror read what the Verſions make 
the Scripture ſay, 1 Sam. Vi. 19. That Gou 


Fmote fifty thouſand and threeſcore and ten Men 
of the Inhabitants of Bethſhemeth, becauſe they 
bad looked into the Ark : For he could not ima- 
gine that God, who is Goodneſs it ſelf, couls 


A Compliat HISTORY 
Bethſbemite, ſtood fill there by a great Stone, called the Stone 
which the * Levztes ſeeing, they took down the Ark of the 
the Coffer that was with it, and laid them upon the great 
cleaving the Wood of the Cart to make a Fire with, they offer's ; 
for a Burnt-Offering to the Lord, But ſome of the Bezh/; 
ther moved by Joy or Curioſity, took the Liberty of looking 
4 contrary to the Law); for which the Lord flew & ſeventy of ch 
which ſo terrified the reſt, that they * 
before this Holy Lord God? And to whom ſhall he go from 9 
This made them deſirous of removing the Ark, and ſend to Nat. 
Jearim, to acquaint them that the Philiſtines had ſent back the Ark g 
the Lord, and deſire them to come and fetch it. Accordingly they con 
and convey the Ark to the Houſe of Abinadab on the Hill, whoſe 0 
Elea ger was conſecrated to keep it, where it abode twenty \ ears. 
Samuel, having upon the Death of Eli and Loſs of the Ark, taken upon 
him the Aminiſtration, govern'd 1/rae] at the End of twenty Years, fn. 
ing in the People a good Diſpoſition to repent, and return to the Lord 
exhorted them to put away the ſtrange Gods Baal and //::r5!h, and 
only to ſerve the Lord; promiating, that if they would do ſo, they {houll 
be delivered from the Philiſtines. Then ordering all Tj-ae! to meet hin 
at Mizpeh, they came to him there: Where whilſt they hunwbled them. 


have made ſuch a Slaughter ©f {o/c who lu 
received the Ark with Joy at its Return, in 


Confiderations inclined them to believe tie 


— 


) 


Book Iv 


of Abel 
: Lord, and 
Stone. Then 


the Kin 
emites, whe, 
into the Ark 


cried out, Who is able tg fin 


0 
don 


offered ſeveral Sacrifices to Gd on that At 
count. Beſides he could not corte that ther 
could have been ſuch a W ultitis of People in 
a Village on ihe Borders of Tudea Theft 


Opinion of Foſephus, who favs, That Gol 
only ſmote ſeventy Men; and he proves that 
the Text ſays no other thin, and that i 
ſhould be tranſlated, And he jrote three ot 
and ten Men of the People of Bethinoine!, 
viz. filty Men of a thoufand, which ane 
exactly to the Hebrew, And he ihews tat! 
is not uſual in the Hebrew Tongue © mit 
thouſands to go before inferiour Numbers (0 
make up a total Sum; but that the, cob. 
ſtantly begin with the leſs Number, and ent 
with the greater, as St. Jerom has IKE 
obferved in ſpeaking of Daniels ſeventy W ez 


ſclves 
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eyes with Prayer and Faſting, the Philiſtines having Notice of this ge- 


deal Meeting came in Arms, and put them into a great Conſternation. 


- Lord. Samuel thereupon took a fucking Lamb, offered it whole 
er a Burnt-Offering, and prayed to the Lord for Mrael. Whole Prayers 
were ſo effectual, that the Phil:iftines coming to attack T1/-ael at that ſame 
ſtant, the Lord ſent down ſuch a Peal of Thunder on the Philiftines, 
uſt as they were ready to engage, that the Maelites taking the Advan- 
tice of their Diſorder gain'd a mighty Victory, and purſued them from 
Mixpeb beyond Beſchor. From which Time the Philiſtines came not in- 
t the Country of the Mraelites, who recovered the Towns thoſe People 


this great Deliverance ſet up a Monumental Stone between M:zpeh and 
Sn, calling it Eben-Ezer, that is, the Stone of Help. 
| After this, Samuel, for the better Adminiſtration of Juſtice, took a 
ircuit through Bethel, Gilgal, and Migpeb, returning every Year to Ra- 
mb: But growing in Years, and unable to travel, he conſtituted his two 
ons, Joel and Abiab, Judges over I/rael ; who degenerating from their good 
ather were corrupted with Bribes, and acted unjuſtly. Whereupon the 
ders of 1/-ael aſſeinbling, went in a Body to Ramah, and complained to 
Ponnel. Their Cauſe of Complaint was juſt ; but when they took upon 
hem to go farther, and dictate to Samuel how to redreſs it, they forfeit- 
dd his Love and God's Care. They would not only have their Grievan- 
8 redre(s'd, but have the Form of their Government alter'd, inſiſting 
upon Samue!'s Inability to govern them by Reaſon of his great Age, as 
Much as upon the Injuſtice of his Sons. And ſeeing other Nations were 
govern'd by Kings, nothing would pleaſe them but they muſt have a King. 
his infolent Demand was unpleaſing to Samuel, who finding he could not 
ade them, conſulted the Lord; who order'd him to give them a King, 
they deſired, but reproath'd them for their Ingratitude to him and Sa- 
both: And to warn them of the dangerous Conſequences of rejec- 
ng him and Samuel for a King, he gives him Inſtructions to lay before 
em what they were to expect from this wanton fickle Temper ; That 


% AQ | ; . | 4 

e Otfccs, that they ſhould be always in Arms and Tumults, liable to 
he Inconveniencies of a conſtant War, and attended with heavy Taxes; 
nd that then they would cry to the Lord, but he would not hear 
Kin, | 


Nos. XXXIV. Xxx Nowvith- 


The Iſraelites thus frighted, begged of Samuel to intercede for them to 


had taken from them from Efron to Gath, And Samuel in Memory of 


. Lyn _ —- 2 4 - od 3 1 ese — — — 4 — 3 b 1 
we OE oo 2 * £7 ne rs 2 - - 
, ——— — — 1 m O 2 — — — — 4 
. eos > —— — — —_— — 3 — RAP 
— . — — n 6 ; a —_ = - * a | 
7 x * 3 _ — 
—_— — . — — 


* 
. P Ss + oat. N . ” K P. * 
0 9 , — — 


© ſhould inſlave them and their Children, by making them ſubject to all 
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Notwithſtanding this Caution which Samuel expreſſly delivered to g 
| UP 


Feople, they perſiſted in their “ Reſolution, poſitively ſaying, « We wi 
* have a King over us, that we may be like other Nations, and 1 4 
King may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our Battles”. 
muel ſecing chem ſo reſolute, again conſulted the Lord about jt who 
him anſwer their Deſire, make them a King. Upon this See! Ju 
ied the Elders of {/raet to their Cities; and fince the fetting up gf aH 
at that Time was but to gratify the Humour of a fickle People, Coat 
ted them with. a Man extraordinary in his Perſon, being taller by . 
Head and Shoulders than any of the People. This was Su! the &, 
of Kißb, of the Tribe of Benjamin, a handſome Youth. Ns tg . 
ing zone aſtray, he ſent his Son Saul with a Servant to ſeck them; wh 
after much wandering about came to the Town of Ramaj- £0 hin * 
mucls Reſidence, without hearing any News of what they fought for 
Here Sau/'s Servant ſaid to him, There is a + Seer in this Town wh 
may tell us where the Aﬀes are.” Saul approves what his Serv. f 
poſed, and went into the Town inquiring for the Seer. God he the Dip 
beſore given Samuel Notice of Saul's coming, and declared to him he wi 
the Perſon whom he had choſen to be King. Saul meeting ther: wi 
Samuel, who was going to a High Place to offer Sacrifice, aſhing him 
where was the Houſe of the Seer? Samuel underſtanding av in that he 
was the Perſon God had appointed to be King, anſwered, ** ] am the 
« Seer: Go up with me to this High Place: You ſhall dine wih ms 
to- day, and I will diſmiſs you to-morrow, As for the Aſſes whit 
«© were loſt three Days ago, be not in Pain for chem, they are found « 


— 


* Reſolution. It is ſuppoled by ſome, that proach upon all Iſtael. Tie Elders 9 Toe 
what made them fo urgent at this Time for m this ſed Circumſtance demanded fever (Jay 
a King was a prefent Straight they thought Reſpite, that they might fend Viitenpers ni 
themſelves in tor want of an able Leader: all the Coaſts of I/rael, and if in tai 1m 
For Nabahh. the King of the Amorites, com no Succours arrived, they would n I 
tng up te Fabeſh Gilead, and incamping be- it is thought, made the Ede of Lal, d 
fie it, had put the Men of Jabeſhb into ſuen fo hard at that time upun 9 for Nag 
a Fright; that without more to do they offer- whereas they ſhould have inquire? of ihe Lon 
ed to turrender upon Terms, telling him, They (as formerly they did) whom be 900 107 (X 
would become Subjects to him, if he wou make cation wou'd appoint for 1 tune te be 
' 6 League-with them, 1 Sam. xi 1. But che General, to lead ut their Ecce again 0 
haugbty mor ite, in Conte nipt cf Hrael, let Enemy. But they, as it ſe m, 0 
them kh. w, that it he made 2 Leue with to be mote independent ot 4 
tem, ihe Cour: thereof ſhouls be. That + Seer. So the Prophets wee © 
they ſpould core 6u *» him, and let him thruſt thoſe Days, | 


out ail their Right © yes, and lay it for 4 Re- 


i. of the HOLY BIBLE as; 


« 520,” Then he aſſured him, that all the beſt Things in Iſrael ſhould 
de his And bringing hun Home with him, he invited thirty Perſons to 
rear him Company, 1e:ing Saul and his Servant at his Table, but placing 
Cy! above all the other Gueſts, and diſtinguiſhing him beſides by ſetting 
before him the beſt of the Meat. of | 
After they had eaten, Samuel, taking Saul to the Top of the Houſe, 
1d further Communication with him there that Evening; and early in 
he Morning calling him up, that he might diſmiſs him, they went out 
waether; and as they were going down towards the End of the City, 


$1 bid Sar order his Servant to go \ before, but ſtand ſtill himſelf 
© a While, that he might ſhew him what God had ſaid concerning 


him. The Servant being gone out of Sight, Samuel taking a Vial of 
| Oil, poured it upon the Head of Saul, and 4 kiſſed him; adding that 
he did 1141s becauſe the Lord had appointed him to be a Prince over his 
laheritancec. Then as a Token that what he had told him was true, he 
fretold ſeveral Pariiculars which ſhould happen to him in his Return; 


| Thit near Rachel's Tomb he would meet two Men, who ſhould inform 
bir that his Father's Aſſes were found again; that departing thence, he 


ould meet three Men going to Bethel, one of them carrying three Kids, 
the ſecond three Cakes of Bread, and the third a Bottle of Wine, and 
that they ſhould give him two Parts thereof: And laſtly, that when he 


came to the Mountain of God, where was a Garriſon of the Philiſtines, 
he ſhould meet a Company of Prophets going into the City, where the 


pirit of God ſhould fall upon him, and he ſhould propheſy amongſt them, 


after this he ordered Saul to go to Gilgal, where in ſeven Days he 


right expect him, becauſe there Samuc/ intended to offer a Peace-Offering. 
al which Signs that Samuel had foretold, Saul found to happen exactly. 


\ Before, This was with Defign to let Oil. Saul was the firſt King of Trae! 
aul underſtand, that what Samuel was about that was anointed, though Unction was in Ute 
to do was by Divine Appointment; and that betore, as we may ſee in Judges ix. 8. 
ven they ſhould come to caſt Lots among ft Kijjed This ſianifed a Communication 
il the Tribes, as they after did, 1 Sam. x, ct Grace and a mutua! Concord between the 
o, Kc. Sau! might not think he was cho» Regal and Sacerdotal Offices, a Kits. being an 
en King by the Chance of a Lot. Beſides, Emblem of Friendſnio and Peace. Mariana 
Mere mav be another Reaſon for Samuel's bid- will have it to be a Token of Subjection aud 


ng Soul io fend away his Servant, Viz. leſt 
de People ſuſpecting Samuel to do this by his 
0 Will ore than the Appointment of God, 
Mould mutiny, Therefore it was neceffary 
"at this ſhould not be publiſhed till Sau! was 


Nyinced that he was choſen by God himſelf. 


Homage; but in this Caſe (however it may 
de in others) it could not be ſo in Samuel to— 
wards Saul; for Samuil was Prince and Prophet, 


and this Act rather ſeems to make Sau! his 


Equal than his Superior. 
And 
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be openly made, and declared by caſting Lots among all the Tribes at 


Lot fell on the Tribe of Benjamin; and caſting the Lot again « mong 1 


would fall on him, was not preſent at the caſting the Lot; but the People 
conſented, but expreſſly directed them where to find him. According 
where he appeared taller than all the People from the Shoulders 1 
«© hath choſen; there is none like him among all the Peo ple!“ bl 
which Words the People gave a general Shout, ſaying, © G. xd five the 
King.“ Then Samuel told them the Duty of a King, and the Man. 
e er Uf the Kingdom, writing it in a Book, and laid it up before the 
Gibeah, attended with a particular Company of Men, who God hd 
inclined to wait on him, But there were * fore that were no 
pleaſed with the Choice, though they had defired a King, but ee. 
obſerved, but very prudently at that Time & connived at 


1 Sam. x. 27, that is, Men of a rebeilious, Obedience. It was a general Cuſtom „and Ot: 


him by Name, but do it worle in a more ge- that is, leemed or pretended net to heir, 11 
neral way, ſaying v. 27. Shall He {ave us? which he was very politick, bema und! g 


was one way of recognizing him. The Ch. his juſt Reſentment of ſuch an A Hen 


with Preſents, which Preſents carried with {ſented it, the People might have been TY 0 
wem a Sign of Peace and Friendſhip, of Con- charge him with Severity and C 
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And now, though Samuel had thus privately anointed Szu}, which K 
body knew but themſelves, yet for the general Satisfaction of the Peg. 
ple, 7 that the Choice and Inauguration of the King might be mis 


publick and ſolemn, Samuel called them before the Lord at A. !2þeb . th 
which Place the Ark of the Lord was brought, that the Choice might 


Tirael, to know from which of them the King was to be choſen, mk 


le 


Families of Benjamin, the Lot fell upon the Family of Matr., on At lat 
on Saul, the Son of Kiſh, Saul being before aſſured that the Chic, 


inquiring of the Lord whether they ſhould fetch him or not, be not only 
they went for him; and having brought him, they ſet him among ther 


which Samuel obſerving, ſaid to them, © Behold him whom de Lan 


Lord. Which done, he diſmiſſed the People, and Saul wert home t 


ſpiſed Saul, and would not make any + Preſents to him; ich Sn. 


* Some, Theſe are called Sons of Belial, gratulation and Joy, and of Subieftion and 


proud, diſobedient Spirit: Who tho” they had continues among the Eaſtern Potentates, 9 
defired a King, yet now refuſe him; defiring bring Preſents, there being no approzcting 
what they had not, and deſpiſing what they them without. 

had. They do not expreſs their Contempt of & Connived. The Hebrew ſays he wa: Cer 


. 


+ Prefents, Preſenting the King with Gifts to begin his Reign with any Tune it, Wh cl 


dee Paraphraſe ſays, They came not to ſalute have occaſion'd: If he bad ken a No | 
him, which is-the ſame thing; for the firſt Sa- of the Aﬀeront, and not revenzed it. he (0 
lutation offer'd to a King was always attended ſhewn himielf mean foirited, ag it tie a 
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* djs, 0s $, *#HE firſt memorable Exploit of this new King was 
... & againſt * Naaſh, wy of the Ammonites, who refu- 


12114 5 ons, they ſent to demand Aid of Saul at Gibeah. Saul 
E * , ſent the Meſſengers througout all Tjrael, commanding 
e, 3% 5 all on Pain of Death to come to the Relief of Jabeſb. 

I)! be Vaelites readily obey'd, and there appeared in a 


ity -thoutand of the Tribe of Judab. This Army Saul divided into 
ree Parts, and by Break of Day ſurprizes the careleſs Ammonites, The 
ton continued till Noon, the victorious 1/7aefites bearing down all 
lore them, This glorious Victory, heighten'd much by the Greatneſs 
| the Deliverance from fo inſulting an Enemy, was a mighty Incou- 
MN to the new King and his Favourites; ſome of which, calling to 
* Nah, Sce Note with the mark (*) in Page 252. 
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Mind the Reflections caſt upon Sau! at his Election, demanded to h 
them brought to condign Puniſhment. But Saul politickly and gener f, 
anſwered, He would not cloud that joyful Day with che mel,nch; 
Execution of any I/raelite. Tis + © Py p 8 

Upon this Victory, Samuel being willing to reconcile all Animoii 
and give an Opportunity to thoſe that ſtood out to come in pow, 04 
recognize Saul, propoled a general Meeting at Gilgal to conbrm Soul 
Election. Which they unanimouſly did; and having ſacrificed Pye, 
Offerings to the Lord, both King and People celebrated the Conrrof, wi 
much Mirth. But leſt any Intemperance in their Joy ſhould wake they 
forget God, he took Occaſion there to put them in Mind of their form 
Tranſgreſſions in ſlighting his Adminiſtration, and changing che Gov, 
ment, challenging them to convict him, if they could, of an, III cr h. 
jury he had done them. Of which they all acquit him. Then rcPX2te 
ing the many Deliverances God had given their Forefathers and then, 
and ſetting before their Face their laſt Tranſgreſſion in rejecting the Go 
vernment of God and Samuel, and defiring a King, he telis them, no. 
withſtanding all this, if they would ſerve and obey the Loid, byh thy 
and their King ſhould continue under the Care and Protection of God ; hit 
if they would not, that the Hand of the Lord ſhould ſtrike i Juden 
upon them and their + Princes. And to let them ſee he {pole no: ths 
of his own Head, or out of any Prejudice againſt them, bu: by e Die 
tion of the Lord, he told them the Lord ſhould confirm wh: H 
by a great Storm of Thunder and Rain. Accordingly upon S 
praying, there fell ſuch a Storm of Thunder and Rain, as iright«d the 1: 
raelites into a Senſe of their former Tranſgreſſion, and made them tet 
Samuel to pray to God for them, acknowledging that they Hd hf n 
deſiring a King, Samuel continued his Exhortation, adviting the Prop 
to ſerve God, aſſuring them that he would not only pray for them, ft 
that he would always be ready to teach them their Duty, threatning wil 
Deſtruction, if they diſobeyed, both them and their King. 
After the Victory over the Ammenites, of that vaſt Army that Sl 
had, he diſmiſſed all but three thouſand Men, two of which he Kc 
bim at Michmaſb, and on the Mountain of Bethel, and his 500 ., 


N | | | : ER 
+ Princes, Our Tranſltion and the La thers may be render'd for ces, 


tin render it Fathers; the Septuagint, Kings; Princes ate the Fathers of Ei GY 
the Chaldee Paraphraſe and Vatablus ag ce, that the Septuagint come molt 11537 ihe 1 
_ Grd had puniſhed them as he hid cher Fatheis Context here. 

in the Wilderneſs. But this ſeems wide. Fa- * 
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clan had the other thouſand at Gibeab. Jonathan being a brave young 


piace, and fond of Honour, cut off the Garriſon of the Philiſtines at 
| Ceba, which was a Sort of a Signal to both Sides to prepare for War, 


The Phil ſtines ſoon had Notice of this; and in order to revenge it, raiſ- 


ed a vaſt Army, which, beſides a great Number of Foot Conſiſted of 


three thouſand Chariots, and fix thouſand Horſe, with which they came 


and incamped at Michmaſb. Saul by Sound of Trumpet gathered what 
Force he could raiſe to oppoſe them, and order'd the Rendezvous to be 
at Gilgal;, where he incamped, expecting Samuel every Day. But he 


got coming when they looked for him, the People, quite diſcouraged by 


| the Abſence of the Prophet, did generally forſike their new and fo much 


defired King, ſhifting every one for himſelf, ſome hiding themſelves 

i Rocks, and others, not thinking themſelves ſafe, paſſed the Jordan. 
gau ſeeing himſelf thus deſerted, and deſpairing of SamuePs coming, 

cll-d for a Burnt-Offering and a Peace-Offering, and offered the Burnt- 


Offering: Which he had no ſooner done, but the News of Samuel's Ar- 
rirel was brought him; upon which he went out to meet him. 
| afkins him what he had done, Saul told him all, and the Reaſon, which 


Samuel 


was, That ſeeing the People deſerted him for want of his Preſence, and 
the near Approach of the Enemy, he was afraid they would attack him 
before he could addrefs himſelf io the Lord for Succeſs, and therefore he 
had offered a Burni- Offering before he came. Samuel ſharply reproved 
him, and charged him with a { Breach of God's Commandment, by 
which he had for fei ed his Kingdom, which God had now transferred to 
another, Upon this Samuel left Gilgal, and went to Gibeab, whither Saul 


Dee Thig is by Ne alect of Franſcri- 
bers render's thirty 1houſand. For it is rot 
lixely that the Philiſtines hid thirty thouſand 
Chariots of Way, fine. Shiſbacł, the moſt pows 
ertul of all the Kings of Egypt, had but 
twelve hundred, 2 Chron xu. 3 and fince 
Pharaoh had but fix hundred, and all the other 
Princes, whole Equipaze is related in Sctipture, 
much fewer, as may he ſeen in many Places. 


For whith Reaſons the Syriach and Arabick 


Ve ſiops have given the Philiſlines but three 
woutand Chariots. To theſe Confiderations 
we may add, that the Cavalry was always 
more numerous than the Chariots of War, 


20% yet they had no More than fix thouland 
viiemen, | | 


want a Prieſt to do that Office. 


tf Breach, What that B each was is hard 
to vueſs; far according to the Text it is 
plain, 1 Sam, Xi. 8. that Saul tarried ſeven. 


Days fur Samuel, but he came not. Thouah 


his Impatience mizht ſhorten the laſt Day, 
and that Samuel deferied his comme to the 
laſt, to try Saul's Obedience. Some wil have 
it that Saul himſeii offered the Burnt Offering. 
which can haroly be ſuppoſed ; foi the Ark of 
the Lord being wih them, they could not 

But whats 
ever the Civuſe was, Saul was guilty of that 
which coft him his Kingdom in the Beginning 
of his Reign, 


and 
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and Jonathan, with about fix hundred Men, and thoſe very ill Provideq 
followed. For the Ph:liftines, to prevent the T/raelztes arming, had t. 
ken Care that they ſhould have no Smith; fo that they were forced 9 
make Uſe of their working Tools, ſuch as Plough-Shares, Matt; 
Axes, and Coulters, inſtead of Weapons. 5 | 

Whillt this little Army lay at Gzbeah, the Vanguard of the P};};/;y, 
in three Bodies, fallied out to ravage the Country; but their main By 
continued in the Streights of M:chmaſh, Which Jonathan obſerving, in 
ſpir'd with a more than ordinary Courage and religious Confidence, fi. 
vately withdrew from-the Camp, attended only with his Armour-Pearg: 
to whom he had imparted his Deſign, and who promiſed to ſtand by hin, 
Being come near the Out-guards, the Philiſtines diſcovering them, took 
them to be ſome of the raelites that had ſkulk'd about the Rocks, and 
in Ridicule called them to come near. The Way by which they wer 
to paſs was ſteep and narrow, having a ſharp Rock on each Side, ſo that 
Jonathan and his Servant were forced to crawl up on their Hands and 
Feet. As ſoon as they were got up they laid about them ſo turiouſy, 
that in a ſhort Space of Time they ſlew twenty Phrliſtines. This bod 
Attempt of two Men only on a whole Army ſtruck the Philiſtines wi 
ſuch a Conſternation, that they fell a trembling ; and this Fright put 
them into ſo great a Diſorder, that whilit they indeavoured to fave their 
Lives, they fell upon one another's Sword. Saul's Sentincls gave hin 
Notice of this Diſorder, who in haſte Muſtering his Men, to know why 
might be the Occaſion of this, he found only his Son Fonathon and t 
Armour-bearer miſſing. Upon this he drew out his Men, and thoſe thut 


hid themſelves hearing of it flocked to him ; who taking the Advantage | 


of the Philiſtines Confuſion, had time to arm themſelves with their Enc- 
mies Weapons, and fell upon them with ſuch Fury, that they foon dk. 
feated them, | e 5 

Saul had made an inauſpicious Step in the Beginning of his Govert- 
ment, and unhappily was guilty of another in this Action: For before 


he ingaged, to ſecure the Victory as he thought, by keeping b Mn | 


from falling too ſoon to Plunder, he made Proclamation in the Camp that 
that Man ſhould be curſed that eat before Night. Herein he followed 
too much the Dictates of his oven Will, without conſulting God, #5 i 
did) a little before the Action, when calling for the Ark, and the Pricit, 
to inquire of God what to do, in a prepoſterous Haſte, fearing 3 


—u—p— — — — — 
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| Time, he ſtoppe d the Pricft, bidding him || withdraw his Hand, that he 
nicht not looſe, the Opportunity of falling on the Pprli/lines, in their 
| Confuſion. By this unhappy Conduct Sar defeated, his own e 3 
| ©» che People for want of Suſtenance, eſpecially thoſe that had hid them- 
ſelves, were fo feeble, . that they were not able to purſue the Enemy, by 
which many of them eicap'd, who otherwiſe muſt have fallen into their 
Hands, Jonathan, be ing gone from the Camp before this Proclamation 
| was given, knew no.hing of it; and coming through a Wood where 
Honey dropped as he paſſed, he took ſome of it, and eat, offering ſome 
to the People that had joined him; but they refuſed, telling him that his 
Father had charg d them with an Oath not to eat. Jonathan was concern'd 
at his Father's Overfight, for he ſaw by that the Glory of this Day was 
much leffen'd. However, he excuſed himſelf for eating on Account of his 
Faintneſs; but the People, edged with Hunger, could not long forbear imi- 
ating him; for falling on the Plunder, they fell to cating too. | 
Saul raſhly again propoſed to purſue the Philiſtines by Night; but the 
Prieſt oppoſed him, adviſing him to conſult the Lord: Which be did; 
but received no Anfwer. Saul was uneaſy at this; and imputitg this 
| Repulie to a Breach of his, given before about not eating, he refolv'd to 
find out the Offender by caſting the Lot, which fell upon Jonathan, 
whom Sam had put to Death, if the People had not interpoſed, and plead- 
ed the Merit of the Prince, to whom the Honour of that Day was whol- 
ly owing. Jonathan being thus reſcued from Death, Saul gave over all 
Thoughts of purſuing the Philiſtines, who by that Means eſcaped to their 
en Country; 10 ohh | | | = 
Notwithſtanding! theſe Miſparriages of Saul, he ſtill * continued in the 
Government of [Ifrachas King; nor was he ſo much out of Favour, but 
tat the Lord Would imploy him again in another Expedition, that he 


| Withdrgw See 1 Fam. xiv. v. 18, 19. ful of his own Safety, obſerving how dear his 
| * Continued. See 1 Sam xv. 47. where it Son was to the People, might not think him- 
'y faid that Saul took the Kingdom over Iſiael, ſelf altogether out of Danger of being dethron'd, 
| From which, Words ſome think, that the two and therefore look what Meaſures he thought 
Years herein he is ſaid to have reigned, Ch, deſt to ſecure/the Kingdom to himſelf ; and 
Nl. 1, was all the. Time that be teig ned law- Heing himſel a milit- y Prince, might probabiy 
fully, and atter that declining ſtom that Man- - think a ſtanding Foicè the ſecureſt. And iu- 
e of Ruling which fram the Lord Samuel cred he wanted not Occafiong for raiſing one, 
ba preſcribed and'reeproed in a Bork, Ch x. and keeping it vp; tor he bad Wars on all 
| * 25. be govern'd arbitrarily by a ſtandina Hands, being frequently attacked by the Neigh- 
| Force, And it may not be un! ke'y that he, bouring Princes all his Reign, 
ho dos 3 je ſlous D ne and always regard eee td * 4 


« for kim { in the Way when he came out of + Egypt. Now g0, a 


the Aggrefiurs were then puniſhed in ther 
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might have an. Opportunity to recover himlelf, and make ſome 
for bis former Miſtakes. In a ſhort Time Samuel came to hi 


Amen, 


im gel 


with a Meſſage from the Lord, which was thit : „ Thus faith the Lord of 
« Hoſts, I remember that which Amalek did to Iſrael , how he lud u. it 


4X x 


*© ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they have. Spare them not 


but ſhy both Man and Woman, Infant and Suckling, Ox, geg 


cc 


« Camel, nag Aſs.” This Command was fo fs wah and plain, chat 1 
Was ſcarcely poſſible to miſtake it; and Saul whithout Heſitation prepare 
to execute it. But before he committed any Act of Hoſtility, he adi 


. = the Kenites, who had been kind to the Ifraehtes upon their lei; 


n/a to be gone, leſt they ſhared in the common Fate of the Au 
whom they lived in common. The Kenites take his Advice, 40 

march off, and thin Saul fell upon the Amalekites, But he foro, 8 
deſignedly broke his Orders; for he not only ſaved the King of the 4e. 
lekites, but ſpared the beſt of the Cattle, and every Thing thi it was 090, 
Of this Samuel had Notice from the Lord, who ſo highly refenced thi 
inexcuſable Diſobedience of Saul, that, expreſſing himfelf after the Man. 
ner of Men, he ſaid to Samuel, © Tt repenteth me that I have { up Say] 
* to. be King : For he 1s turned from me, and hath not perſormed 1 ny 
** Commandments,” This fo grieved Samuel, that he cried all Night i 
Saul's Behalf to the Lord: And getting up early the next Morning t 


meet Saul, he found him at G:/gat, At their firſt Meeting Sau! i int 
Samuel very chearfully, telling him he had performed the „ 


of God. © What then, ſaid Samuel, is the Meaning of the Blczting x he the 
Sheep, and Lowing of Oxen, which I hear? Saul told lim, they 


were ſaved to offer them in Sacrifice to the Lord. Then Cid g 
„Hear what the Lord hath ſaid to me this Night: When thou wal 
„ mean in thine own Sight, did I not make thee the Head of ihe T0 


£« 


=. 


of Iſrael? And did not the Lord anoint thee King over 1 and 


command thee to deſtroy the Amalekites ? WherebSre then didſt tho 
4 


A 


not obey the Voice of the Lord? Saul juſtified himſelf, and {aid he 


bad; but that it was the People that had ſaved of the Spoil for Sactt- 
fice, To this Samuel replied, 6 Obedience was better than Sacrifice ; bat 


+ Expt. This may ſeem a ſevere Piece of own Perſons, Exed vii. 13, But. ſhes 


| Juſtice, conſidering that it was executed upon God's Faithiulnets and Love to his Pep?) 


2 whole Nation for a Fact commitied above and that at fiſt or laſt he will revenge def 
four hundred Yeras before, and for which too Cauls. 
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„ Rebellion was as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stubbornneſs as Tniquity 


« and Idolatry. Now: therefore hear thy Doom, O Saul! Becauſe thou 
e haſt rejected the Word of the Lord, he hath rejected thee from being 
« King.” Theſe Words rouz'd Saul, who prefently acknowledged his 
gin, and intreated Samuel to pray for him, and bear him Company to 
worſhip the Lord: But Samuel refuſing, and offering to be gone, Saul 
euched hold of the Lappet of his Mantle, and it rent; whereupon Sa- 
ne told him prophetically, That God had rent the Kingdom from him, 
Jaad had given it to another more worthy of it than he, 14 2007 
| The Loſs of the Kingdom made the deepeſt impreſſion upon Saul, 
who apprehending, that if Samuel ſhould refuſe to go with him to wor- 
I the Lord, it would leſſen his Eſteem among the Peple; he again ac- 
knowledging his Fault, begged of Samuel to honour him now before the 
People, and turn again wich him, that he might worſhip the Lord his 
ganmel obliged him in this, and Saul having perform'd his Devotions, 
mel aſked for the King of che Amal elbites, who being brought before 
lin, expected Mercy from che reverend Prophet; but without any Cere- 
ron, only {.ying, “ As thy Sword hath made Women childleſs, ſo ſnall 
I* thy Mother be childleſs among Women.” He fell upon him, and 
heed im in Pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. Upon this Samuel went 
to his own Houſe at Ramab, and Saul to his at Gibeab; after which Sa- 
mu! & never ſaw Saul, but could: not forbear to mourn for him. 
Cod having already made it known to Samuel that he had pitched up- 
er nother to, rule in Mrael inſtead of Saul, bid Samuel prepare to go 15 
hell lelem under Colour of ſacrificing there, and to invite Jeſſe and his 
ons to the Sacrifice-Feaſt, and to do as he thould there direct him. Sa- 
ue obeyed, and approaching Berblebem, the Elders of the City were 
[+ lurprized, and, going out to meet him, aſked, Whether he came in a 
peaceable Manner? He told them he did, and came to hold a Feaſt 


Veuer. The Tranſpoß ions of Words f- Surprized, The Cauſe of their Surpr'ze 
ind Phraſes render the Tranflitions obſcure in was to ſee. hem unattended, fearing that he 
mer) Places. Thus it is in Sam xv. 35. came to denounce ſome tercible Tuigment a- 
dere the Word until Is placed fo as to make gainſt them, which was the Cauſe of their de- 
bo magie that Samuel ſaw Saul at the Day manding whether he came in Peace or not? 
dis Death: But on the contrary, as St, | Feaſt, or Sacrifice. Sacrifice in a ſtrict 
„ obſer ves in another Text, Mat. i. 25. and proper Senſe, as a Burnt Offering tor din, 
de Word until implies not that he ſaw Sau might not be offered by the Law in any o'her 
or after his Death, but that Somur! afters I'lace than before the Ark ; But Peace- Offer» | 
VU never law Saul, 93+ pag ings or Feaſts might. 


unto 
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A Complet HISTORT: 
undo. die Lord. Therefore he bid them pre 


7 Tx "PP * — 
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pare themſelves, and 


with him tb che Feaſt; but in a more peculiar Manner he addref 
bin@lF-to eſe and bis Sons, whom he ſandtified, and invited to fg 


After this, going to Fefſe's Houſe, and 'obterving his ſeven Son 
eluded that Eliab the Eldeſt; who was a comely tall Man, a 
ſon God had pitched upon to ſycceed Saul. But God ſoon (:t 
ment right, and having ſurveyed the ſeven, he aſked the Father 
if he had not more Children; who told him he had one Son n 


85 he Con. 
S the ber. 
his Ty , 
of them, 


Ore, why 


was in the Field watching the Sheep. Samuel bid him fend for hin 


for he would not fit down to eat till he came. When he came, game 


viewed him with Pleaſure and Admiration, for he was very beautifil: 
and at the ſame Time the Lord inſtructed him to anoint him, for thi 

1 a , - #® 0 . | ES, | 5 ? 
was he. Then Samuel pouring Oil on the Head of David * win 


Book y 


him in the Midſt of his Brethren. And from that Day the + Spirit g 


the Lord was upon David; but it departed from Saul, and an cu Sy, 


tit poſſeſſed him, which ſoon appeared in the fad Perturbations, wierewich | 
bis diſtemper' d Mind was frequently agitated; which his Servants obſer. 


per into a noble and. magaanimous Spirit, ſo 


ving, they adviſed him to divert his Melancholy with Muſick, which 
would ſettle and quiet his diſturbed Spirits. Saul defirous of Eafr fon 


theſe Inquietudes, conſents ; upon which-one of them recommended De. 
vid to him, telling him he was not only an excellent Mufician, but 


brave and prudent Man, and a very comely Perſon ; addin 


„ Jnointed. David was three Times a- 


nointed. Firſt, Privately, as at this Time, not 


dat he ſhould immediately reign, but ſucceed 


Saul at his Death. - Secondly, He was anointed 


made King of all the Tribes of 1/rael. _ 
+ Spit. The Spirit here mentioned has 
many Epithets beſtowed on it by Interpreters, 
Who call it the Spirit offFortitude both ot Mind 
and Body, which inabled Dauid to perform 
thoſe hervick and warlike Exploits, which to 
his bare natural Strength had been inſuperabiez 
for it was after his Anointing that he flew the 
Lion and the Bear, and the Giant Goth. It 
is hy others called a Royal and Majeſt ick Spi- 
Tit: For as God, calling Saul from keeping 
Aſſes to a Kingdom, changed his ruſt cx Tem · 


Wk 


racter is ſet out at large for h. Cv? 


& chat tle 


85 
Jon 


he transferred the ſame Spirit from Saul to - 


vid, that he who before has imployed ti 


Thoughts only about the Ca of bis one, 


| | ſhould now devote theni to ihe more uſu 
publickly when he was made King of the 
Tribe of Judab. Thirdly, When be was 


Government of 7/rae!. 
'S Evil Spirit. Toſephus, and many bir 


Authors, are of Opinion, that iis er Spit 


was a deep, Melancholy » hich S4“ 14d cove 


tracted upon his being rejecle by (300, 40 


deprived by Samuel; repteſent 10 his Gi 
temper'd Mic d the ſad Piſtons ot Jes Wy 
Envy Grief, Deſpair, Anger, and oben“, 


eties, which àre often diſſi pated and 20 pezſel 
by Muſick ; as is plain from David's de . 
commented to Sau! to divert and dus Nh 
when he was at any Time aged by any cl 
theſe Petturbations. 2 

1 Baabe. 1 Jam xvi. 18. Dov” Cite 
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rd was with him; This Character of David pleaſed Saul, who. ſent 
icſ.noers to David's Father to deſire him to ſend his Son to him. eſſe 
wowing the Cuſtom of the Court, to recommend his Son the better, 
ends 2 handſome Preſent with his Son to the King, who at firſt Sight 
i pleas'd with David; but when he exerciſed his {kill upon the Harp, 


to Jeſſe to let David continue with him; to which the old Man rea- 
dy conſented : And Sau! finding the. Benefit of David's Muſick, to 


ſindear him to his Service, promoted him to the Office of his Armour- 


Bearer. 


ly when David thus diverted him. And now the Philiſtines having 


allied their ſcattered Troops, and recruited their Forces, appeated again 
wich a great Army to revenge their former Diſhonour and Lofles ; and 
marching to Shocoh, which belonged to Judah, they incamped between 


Sch and Azekah in the Borders of Dammim. Saul prepares to meet 
them ; and accordingly marched his Army to the Hill above the Val- 
ley of Elab, which ſeparated the two Camps. While the two Armies 
were facing each other, a Champion of prodigious Stature came out of the 
Pliliſtines Camp, and challenged any Iſraelite to ſingle Combat, on the 
Decition of which, the Fate of either Army ſhould depend. He was of 
2 Gigantick Size, being near ten Feet high, and his Arms and Ar- 


| mour proportionable to his vaſt Bulk and Strength. The appearance 


of. this monſtrous Champion was ſo terrible to the I/-aelres, that none 
durſt accept the Challenge, which this preſumptuous Infidel for forty 


Days ſucceſſively inſolently offered. At laſt the God of Tjracl furniſhes 
| Saul with a Champion of his own, in the Perſon of David, & whom 


we 


dau was ſo taken with his Performance, that he repeated his Requeſt 


In this ſmall Interval of Peace, David often exerciſed his Talent on 
the Harp, to the great Satisfaction and Quiet of. Saul, who injoyed it 


| Knowledge of War; and of God's being with 


dim, as it 1$ afterwards, when he became emi- 


bent in the World tor thoſe Excellencies; trom 


hence ſome note that David had ſlain Go- 
ah beſore this Recommendation + Bur they 
Weht to have corfidered that what is he'e 
{ken dein writ afterwards, was ſp ken pro- 
Þ etirally, zs the Words plainly denote ; for 
David, though anointed by Samuel before this, 
te urned to his uſual Employment of looking 
alter Sheep, as appears from v. 19. 

; 35 


* m Sanl having found Relief from 
his melarchol'ck Indilp ſi ot by David's play- 
ing on the Ha p, and the Wars coming on 
again, Sau”s Mind might be mp'oy'd by his 


military Preparations, which might. divert his 
Melanch i!v; it is pr{bable he might for a 


Seaton diſmiſs David, wo wert home to his 


Fe ber's Hufe and fol we'd his d Imploy- 


ment. Duripg which Time he often went 
between he (amp and his own Houſe, to 
icquire after te Health of bis Bietluen h 
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de ſuppoſe to have been diſmiffed Sap!'s Service for the prefer 


as uſaally, and in David's Hearing bid Defiance. The Iaellies wer 
ſtill frighted at the Sight of him; but to encourage ſome Body t tik 


with Neceſſaries; for in thoſe early Days of and Taxes. 


at the King's; which appears pretty plain by lighted, eſpecially in having kis youngelt 1370s 


his going into the Field to command the Army, if not before. Blk 
ever, at this Time the three eldeft of eſe's Sons ſerved in the 1, 
my under Saul, and David going frequently to viſit his Brethre * 
cariy them Proviſions, God had fo order'd it, that on the laſt of thet 
forty Days, during which the Philiſtine Champion Goliab uſcd ty ov 
lenge Jrael, David came to the Camp juſt before the Armies yy. 
going to ingage, and leaving the Proviſions with them that guargea t 
Carriages, he ran into the Army to falute his Brethren : And wh 
he was talking with them, Goliab came out of the Philiſiines unn 


— — 


him up, they repeated the King's Proclamation, which was, Th, 
*= whoever would accept the Challenge, and fight him, if he ew him 
* ſhould be rewarded ; and beſides, the King would not only git lin 
ec his Daughter, but make his Father's Houſe Þ free in He Ti 
being repeated to him again, his eldeſt Brother Eliab hearing his Re. 
ply to it, took an Occaſion from thence to & quarrel with him; which 
David to avoid turning from him, and talked with another Man, en. 
preſſing a more than ordinary Zeal and Courage for the Cue of the 
God of Trae}, and a high Contempt of the inſolent Goliab: Ion uch, 
that David's Words at laſt reach'd Saul's Ear, who thereupyn tent fo 
him; and being introduced to Saul, with great Prefence of ind |: 
ſaid, Let no Man fear this Philiſtine, for I thy Servant wil! faht him. 
Saul t ſurveying David's Youth, with concern told him be was to 
young to ingage a ſeaſoned old Soldier, as Goliab was. To this Dar 
anſwered, he had performed as great Things as the Killing of the G. 
gantick Champion could be; that he had flain a Lion and « Per wii 
his own Hand, and did not queſtion but the ſame Providence that hu 
delivered him from them would do. the. fame Thing now. 


were in the Service, and to furniſh them and exempt him from all Tributzry Penn 


the Ifclitiſh Kingdom, it may reaſonably-be 8 Querrel. It is likely E bore Dont: 
fuppoſed, that thoſe who ſerved in the Army, leſs good Will fince the Time that 547% m 
terved at their own proper Expence, and not anointed Devid, by which he though! He 


the Proviſions J. ſent by David to his Sons ther preferred before him. 7 
in the Army. 95 Wo t. Surveying, See Note on the Lettie. ( 
1 Free, That is, would make him Noble, following. Pen. 


I 1 


K * 2 * — — p N bs N — 4 ibs we * — 8 FE ES = 


. * ——ů— 0 — — hs — * » — — "At — 
E * w 2 3 5 q 3 * — 
— — — — — n Ga — — 3 — a. . : : hn "> xy, 
9 2 — — — — — — — " _ " - - 


22 


— — 
a py * 1 1 * 

W eee a — . — "HO pe wy 1 
3 — nm" ny . — 


. — —— — 


N 


— wa 


aer 
AN. L' „ 


= * 1 
; 
h 5 
| | | 
| 


Shou? think. afarir 


. 


— 


ES oth 
, 4 l Re 3 8 
= T1 


. X 
* 
dx 
* 


I N 
— N 
$4 -- * - 
| WP —— 2 ESE. y 


ers P 


j 


—_ PS 4; 
J b WJ Wall - *. | | | 
0 | Ee — i 
; . 17h | 
: | Kill! | 


a 1 I 0 
CC) 'J <" p 


— = — PETTS . 
OO 


— 


| \ 


0 
j 
' 
1 


onthe name 
lah t 
ento 1 


„En 
ard 


— 


rd & 
and Fills 


If the Lo 


— 


tHe 
Py C 


= 


Ago 


eu NH 
a Hone Hung 


= ** 1 - 222 n C46 FIELD. tp oe # WE _ a * N f 
. 1 no VENT 0 9 
1 q ASE 1 IN * 1 . 


Lk V. of the HOLY BIBLE 265 


ams, and be excuſed from wearing Armour; and taking only his Staff 
* cling; and five ſmooth Stones, he marched to meet his Adverſary, 


Ialo being one with fo effeminate a Countenance, taking it as done in 
Icontempt and Affront to him, he could not forbear curſing; and mo- 


Nerd io meet him, and fitting a Stone to his Sling, he threw it with 


Inh into it; upon which Goliab fell flat on his Face. David imme- 
Iiltelv ran to him, and drawing the Ppiliſtine's own Sword, cut off 
J Head with it. The Philiſtines ſeeing their Champion ſlain, in great 
IDerder fled; but the Maelites, ſtanding ready in Arms, ſeeing the Suc- 
ech of their little Champion, and the Flight of the Enemy, giving a 
e (bout, purſued the Philiſtines through the Valley of Exron, and 
rale a great Slaughter among them. After which returning from the 
hae, they fell, to pen age the Philiſtines Camp, where inriching 
h-m{lves with the. Spoil of t 

& their own Camp. 


ro 


.f ſeeing David's Reſolution, orders his. own Armour to be put 
en David; but he being not uſed to them, defired to chooſe his own 


Ein towards him to diſpatch him in his Rage, David as nimbly of- 


Ee Force, that, God directing it, it ſtruck him on the Forehead, and 


eir Tents and other Goods, they return 


be Field being-clear'd, David, among the reſt, . returns from the 
Winter of the Enemy, and is met by Abner the General, who con- 
Wont bim to Saul, David carrying Goliab's Head in his Hand. Saul 
que (/) who this young Hero was; David tells him, he was 8o1 


Alo. Commentators differ much a- 


ide Time when this Duel between Da- 


e Philitines Defiance, that Saul. fent for 
Prad. and that David came to him; play'd 


{144 


ban, and was made his Armourebearer, 


iner (hould remember or know him, 


Fe Character given of Davii by Saul's Ser- 
dank, when 


nate player on Muſick, but a mighty 
Mart Fan, = Man of War, and that the 


* and Goligh was fought: For ſince we. 
©: 1 Saryel xvi. 10. befote this Account 


=O, 22. it is: ſtrange that neither Saul. 


hey recommended him, not only 


Lord was with him, v. 28. ſeems to give ſome 


Couutenance. But on the other Hand, as it 


may not be ſuppoted that this Encounter wich 


Goltah happened before David had been a- 


nointed by Samuel; ſo, ſince the Spitit of the 


0/19, and t! IL. ord, upon that anointing of David, came 
Dn ls Harp PetOre him, grew into Favour: 


immediately upon him, ſram that Day for- 


. Ward, ver. 13. It is reaſonable to conclude, 
that from that very Time the Spirit of the. 


| Lord departed from Saul; and from: that very 
ben he came to offer himſelf to the Com- 


E. This bath made ſome think, that this 
Erba was fought before that Time that 
Fd was (ent to play before Saul To which 


Time the evil Spirit diſturbed him: And that. 
very ſoon after Saul's Servants perceiving him 
to be troubled, recommended David to him; 
and that upon David's playing, the evil Spi- 
rit had left Saul, and he was grown well ver. 
23. before this Invafion of the Phili/immes. And 
though the Character Saul's Servants gave of 
David's Valour may very reafonably be Up. 
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to Jeſſe the Bethlehemite., There was no Applauſe wanting to ft gg ſr 
glorious Action of David's, but none expreſſed fo much SatiSfuctior ; 
Jonatlan, who, being himſelf a Prince of great Bravery, was ſ0 the 
with David's Courage and Conduct in this Ingagement, that he contr . 
ed a fim Friendſhip wich him; and having made a mutual Covenan 
Amity, the Prince gave David his Robe, his Sword, Belt, and * 
After this Saul takes particular Notice of David; and in Recompeng 
of his Service gives him che Command over his Men of War: In Which 
Poſt he behaved himf{clf wich that Prudence, that he gain d a ge 
—_—_ 0 . £ 
David's Vertues commanding Reſpect from all Men raiſed 4 Jealoy; 
in Saul, which diſturbed the Quiet of his Life, and was ſoon aggravtei 
by an unhappy Circumſtance ; for when David returned with Saul from 
the Victory over the Philiſtines, among the Crowds of People that an. 
ced the Triumph were certain Women playing upon Muſical Tn. 
ments, and ſinging, Saul hath flain his Thouſands, and David his ten 
* Thouſands.” This gave Saul an unlucky Hint of David's ſuccers. 
ing him; for beſides the Diſtinction made in Favour of Dad by thi 
Acclamation, he ſuggeſted to himſelf that David affected che Kingdom, 
From this Time Saul reſolved to take him off, which he attempted irt 
to do with his own Hand, and which the next Day he put in FExecy- 
tion thus: Saul's Melancholy returning, David attended as uſually, and 
touched his Harp before him; and whilſt he was thus ingaged, not inthe 
leaſt ſuſpecting any Danger, Saul darted his Javelin at David, but happ) 
ly miſſed him; upon which David withdrew. After this David wa 


removed from his Attendance on Saul's Perſon, and degraded from his g 


neral Command over the Army, to that of a Thouſand Men only : Ir 


poſed to have been ſpoken Prophetically, yet the Philifines, it is moſt ey his 0 f to 


Fpoyo T7©o pam. cq 


it may likewiſe well enough ariſe from his 
bold and brave Undertaking, in encountering 
the Lion and the Bear in Defence of his Flock 
which though Sau! had not, yet ſome of his 
Servants might likely: have heard of, and from 


thence infer the Lord was with him. Be- 


ſides, we read that David went and returned 


| from Saul to feed his Father's Sheep at Beth-. 
tehem, Chap. xvii. 15, And ſince we never 


read of his going to Saul but upon that Oc- 
caſion of the evil Spirit that troubled him, 


and at this Time, when he went to. fight 


* 15 
* 4 * Þ 

1 a. . 

Nee * A 1 
e 

* N 

8 NN 

4 


Saul there mentioned, ver. i; was whe 9 
was ſo troubled ; and his re urning from 516 
to his Sheep again was after the Spirit ade 


Saul. For after David h:d {iz'n G 


ſaid Saul tock him that [Davy an wo ff 


him go no more Home to his Father's Hue, 


but ſet him over the Men of War, Cu w. 
2, C5. So that if this Due! had been dei 
his playing to Saul, there had been 10 cs 
cafion to have ſent for David to pf befor 
him, becauſe he muſt be ſuppoſes 10 have 
deen with him, | 
=o which 


OSS 


By 
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Echich he behaved himſelf with fuch Modeſty, and Prudence that he was | 
areſd by all the People, which full inflam'd Saul's Jealouſy, and put 
him upon inventing Means to rid himſelf of him, 
According to Saul's Declaration before the Battle, David might have 
:imed one of Saul's Daughters as Part of the promiſed Reward ; but 
David was ſo well contented with the Honours already beſtowed on 
bim, that he never claimed this Part due to his Services; nor had Saul 
any Regard to the Performance of his Promiſe, till his Jealouſy ſug- 
oeſted to him that it might be a Means to rid himſelf of David. There- 
fore calling for him, he told him he intended to beſtow his eldeſt Daugh- 
ter on him; but engaged him to continue in his Service, which he knew 
would expoſe him to continual Danger. David modeſtly excuſed himſelf, 
W repreſenting the Meanneſs of his Family; which Saul immediately lays 
bold on, and diſpoſes of his Daughter to Aariel, the Son of Bargzillai. 
But having another Daughter, and who he was inform'd was in Love 
with David, he propoſes her to him, but on this Condition, that he ex- 
pected no * Dowry ; but only for the Exerciſe of his Valour, and to 
revenge the King on his Enemies, he ſhould bring him an hundred 
Foreſkins of the Philiſtines. David modeſtly had declined the Honour 
el the King's Alliance by his Daughter, as he had the other; but being 
now preſſed in Point of Honour, he could not come off without the Im- 
patation of Cowardice; and therefore accepting the Terms, with a ſe- 
lect Number of Men he made an Incurſion upon the Philiſtines, within 
the Time perſcribed by Saul, and flew two hundred of the Philiſtines, 
and delivering their Foreſkins to Saul, he paid a double Dowry for his 
Daughter. David's Head had been a more welcome Preſent to Saul 
than this; however, having fo publickly ingaged himſelf he could not 
| get off his Promiſe, and therefore gave him his Daughter Michal. In the 
next Ingagement againſt the Enemy David fo ſignaliz'd himſelf above all 
the Officers of the Army, that his Courage and Conduct were the only 
Themes of Applauſe. 5 N KR 
Saul being {tall defeated in all his Attempts and Defigns upon David, 
relolves to ingage his whole Family in his Refentment, and charges 7 
en and all his Servants to kill David. Jonathan abhorred the Thought 
ot ſuch Ingratitude and Inhumanity, and being doubly ingaged to David 
4 a Brother and Friend, to prevent his being ſurprized, gave him timely 
* Dowry, It was the Cuſtom of thoſe Portions with their Wives, but) to give DoW 
mes, for Men (not a« nov, to receive ries for their Waves, 
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Notice of the impending Danger, adviſing him to ſecure hirn elf fl y, 


Morning, in which Time he would take an Opportunity to expoſtyl, 
with: his Father the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a Deſign. David Veins 
tired to a Place of Security, Jonathan talks with Bis Father, and 51 
_ Ceſsfully pleads David's Merit and Innocence, that Sau (though but ba 
ingly) is reconciled to David; and Jonathan introduces hin into th 
. But David's Fame ſtill renewing, and increafing $/s 1... 
louſy, it burſt out again with more Vehemence than before. For {,, 
being taken with another frantick Fit, David was ſent for to all;y 1; 
Paſſion with his Harp; and Saul taking that Opportunity, whilſt Dias 
was ingaged in touching the Inſtrument, darted his Javelin at him; ty 
David having a watchful Eye upon him, as being before apprized of hi 
Malice, nimbly ſtept aſide, and withdrew to his own Houle : whi he 
Saul fent his Guards, to beſet the Houſe and kill him. Michel, Hard 
Wife, acquaints him with the Deſign, and in tender Concern for his 8 fl. 
ty foon contriv'd.a Way for his Eſcape, by letting him down throw 
Vindow ; from whence, by the Help of the dark Night, he once mi 
defeated Squl's wicked Intent. And to prevent a quick Purſuit, win 
the GuardMenter'd the Houſe to ſearch for him, Michal told them |: 
Was ſick in Bed. The Guards, return to the King with this Anſwer, 
hq, thinking now he had him ſecure, commands them to bring him in 
Þ Bed before him. The Guards obey, but return again, telling him 
e ˙ hh!!! 8 
David having thus happily eſcaped by the Contrivance of hi Wit, 


Jau looking upon her as the Author of it, chides her ſeverely ; but ſh: 
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David, by the a of the Dark, and going By-roads, made the bel! 
of his Way to Ramah, where his good Friend Samuel dwelt, to whom 
he made his Complaint, and told the Cauſe of his coming : For David, 
finding hitherto that all humane Means for his Security were likely ' 
Prove ineff ectual, threw himſelf upon God's more immediate Protection 
Rying to Samuel; who for his better Safety takes him with him to + N 
feth, where they both dwelt. Saul ſoon had Notice where David was, 
+ Wi was School or College in or near- to the Service of God, whom ſbe 00 
the City cf Ramah The Chaldee Paraphraſe Scripture penerally calls Prophets; wie r 
calls ity The Houſe of Learning; that is, aj ces in thoſe Times obtained dhe PV ee 
College, or Religious Hauſe, where thoſe Sanctuary, ; 


7 wee 'educated that were ſet apart or devoted r and 


in Excuſe told him, her, Huſband threaten'd to kill her, if the offer's t 
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«4 notncirhſtanding the Sanity due to that holy Place, impioufly offers 
i, violate the Privilege of this ſacred Alum, by ſending Meſſengers to 


ke David from thence : Who coming into the Preſence of theſe holy 
perſons, and ſeeing Samuel inſtructing them, the Spirit of God came up- 
on them, and they behaved themſelves as the reſt did. Saul's reſtleſs 
\lalice render d him hitherto incapable of Admoni on or Hint; for ha- 


eng ſent Meſſengers three Times ſucceſſively, and receiving no Satisfac- 
a1 5 


tn, at laſt he goes himſelf; but as he was on the Way, the Spirit of 
Gol came upon him too, and he went on & Propheſying till he came to 
the Place where Samuel and David were; and being come thither, he 
i {tript himſelf of his upper | Garment, and. lay almoſt naked on the 
Ground that Day and the next Night. This gave David an Opportunity 
of leaping from Saul; wherefore leaving him at Nazoth he haſtens back. 


U Provhe/eing. This being a Word of an to wear ſeveral Garments to cover the Body, 
ertenkee 5121 feation, Interpreters take it in that thus they mi h be diſtingwſh'd from ihe 
ts Pace for fingine of Plalms, ard Bymns Pagan Prieſts, who were not aſhamed to ap- 
lot Tharkſavinz and Praiſe. | pea naked. And, 3 We: nced but confider 
it This, and other Texts, that the the Circumſtances, which /a ah and St Fobr 
Vero {mike to ſav, that they were /Iript and remark, when they ſpeak” thus; to be per- 
went galed, as 1 Sam. 19 24. Ja. 20. 2, ſuaded, that they did ot mean a being altoge- 
%% Mic 1. 8. and John 21, 7. cannot ther naked: For God commanded Jſaiab to 
be ed, without imagining, that the Perjons put off his Sackcloth, and to go bare- foot for 
ſp k-n of io them were altone her nated; thrice Years, only io denote that the Fgvprians 
uch ihere 18 nothing more falſe, as will and Arabians were to be carried away Captive. 
ralt appear to any that, confider the true:Sig- in the ſame Manner. by the Afprians But it 
nNvition of the: Words in the Original, or was never the Cuſtom to ſtrip Cap ives altoge- 
t. Circumitances of the Places in particular. ther naked, but only to ſtrip them of their beſt” 
ty, i The Words of the Original, which Clothes, and to give them worſe and ſhorter, 
we !ender'd nated, or to be naked, ſignify that they might be the more fit tor Service, as. 
cen nothing elſe, but to have a part. of the Sandfius and Grotius have obſetv'd. Beſides, 
W uncovered, as the Ve ſions tranſlate it, it is. not probable that Jaiab could have lived 
2%. 6 20. or only to be without a Gown three whole Years without any Clathes to co- 
0? Upper G. ment, according to the Cuſt m ver him. We muſt therefore render, That. 
lte fte People, and of the Roman:; Saul Aripp'd himſelf of his upper Garment and 
#9, Wen they. went abroad, or made any lay ap naked on the Ground, Tn the ſame 
eh Appearance, Wore a long upper Gar- Senſe that Aurelius Victor ſpeaking of the 
me, called m Latin; Toga ; as may be ſeen who weie ſent to Lucius Quintus Cincinnati, 
N om  impioy'd. the. Words tator, ſays, that he) found him naked, plough+ 
I 5 ') Nen ed in this Senſe. Nor, 2. Is ing on the other Side of the Tyber; For it is 
"gre, that the Prophets could have ridiculous to mine that be. was altogether. 
n kult of tuch Indecency, as to go alto- naked. And Titus Livius relating the fame. 
E pn, in publick or. jn private, God Story, oble: ves, that he called to his Wife 
4 $4.3 teſtify'd his Abhorrence of Nu- Rucca for his Gon or Tea, that he might 
15 and laying expreſly injoin'd che Prieſts appear fit to accompany them 
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be had forgot te make-Proyiſion Jar himſelf: and thoſe few with him 


to his Friend Fonathan, and conſults with him hot to ſecure himſelf f 
his Father's Malice, which will not let him reſt in any Place, 4 * 
than aſſures him of his beſt Offices, and to comfort David ſole 


Jans. 
mnly re- 


news the Friendfhip they had both before ſworn, and promiſes 0 let 
him know, if he can make any Diſcovery of Seul's Deſigns againſt 5 


Life. Then directing him where to conceal himſelf for a few Days, he 

gave him a Signal whether to appear or not, which was to be by the 

ſhooting of an Arrow ; and then mutually imbracing, they parted, 
The Feaſt of the New Moon being at hand, Saul return'd from Ny. 


joth to celebrate it, and taking his Seat as uſually at the Table, the ret af 


the Company fat down, but David's Place was empty. Saul took 0 
Notice of his Abſence the firſt Day; but miſſing him the ſecond Day, he 
aſk d his Son Jonathan what was become of the Son of eſſe ? (for fo he 


called him in Contempt,) Jonathan told him, he had defired Leave to 90 


to the Anniverſary Feaſt of his Family at Bethlehem, which was the Ciu% 


of his Abſence, Saul well knew the Intimacy between them, and ul. 
pecting Jonathan in this Excuſe, could not contain himſelf, but in a i. 


olent and indecent Rage reproached him; telling him that David's Friends 


| ſhip would be fatal to him, for as long as the Son of Feſſe lived, he ſhould 


not inherit the Kingdom: Therefore he commanded him to produce him, 
Notwithſtanding this unkind Language, Fonathan could not forbear to be 
David's Advocate, and mildly expoſtulates with his Father, for what 


Reaſon he thus perſecuted David. This ſo inraged Saul, that breaking 


thro” all Ties of Paternal Love, he threw his Javelin at his Son with li- 


tent to kill him. Jonathan avoided the Blow, and withdrew in haſe; 
and next Morning taking his Bow with him, he went into the Fi, 
and gave the Signal to David to appear. They affectionately imb, 


and Jonathan gives David an Account of all that had pat.'d between 
his Father and him. Upon which, David, finding he could not be ft i 
any where within Saul's Reach, reſolves to go farther off; and ting 
Leave of Fonathan, they both ſwore eternal Friendſhip, and ſo parted, 

David directs his Courſe to Nob, a City belonging to the Prieſts, and 


where the Tabernacle was, that he might by the Help of Abimelech the 
Prieſt inquire of the Lord what he had beſt do. Abimelech, who knew 


his Quality and Perſon, but not that be was out of Favour, wonder d b 


| ſee him come unattended, and aſk'd the Reaſon ;, which David conceal 


ed, pretending he was ſent on a ſecret Expedition, and in ſuch Haſte, th 


chere- 
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..cfore be deſired- him, if he had any Bread to ſpare him ſome, The 
felt told him he had no common Bread, but he had ſome conſecrated 
Lead, which. in this Neceſſity he 50 7 him. Then David aſked him, if 
E had any Arms? He. told him, he had no Arms but the || Sword of 
ab, whom he flew ; if he would have that, he might. David glad- 
accepted it, ſaying, there was none like it. David, pretending he 
tne in the King's Name, and that he was about the King's Buſineſs, - 
ew in innocent Abimelech to accommodate him with what he wanted; 
ich proved of fatal Conſequence to him: For it happen'd at that 
me that * Doeg the King's Herdſman was there, who ſoon afterwards 
yer'd this Interview to Saul, jj ELIOT TLC} 
David being refreſh'd, began to think of ſome Place of Security; which 
e knew this City, tho' a privileg'd Sanctuary, could not be long, if Saul 
ould know he was there ; and which he might reaſonably ſuſpect from 
ers being there: Therefore, not thinking himſelf ſafe any where in 
/ Dominions, he concludes on going to Achiſb the Philiſtine King of 
bh, But he had not been long there before he was diſcover'd, and 
inted out to be the Perſon that had fo formidably defeated the Phz- 
fines, David, to elude the Diſcovery, pretended to be mad, and acted 
part of a Lunatick ſo artificially, that the King reprehended the In- 
mers, which gave him an Opportunity of eſcaping from thence, and 
ing to the Town of + Adullam; whither all his Father's Family re- 
bt to him; as did ſeveral Malecontents, Debtors, and other Diſtreſs'd, 
the Number of four hundred Men, who made him their Captain. 
| David knowing Saul's Malice would ſoon find him out, and that this 
tle Army would be but a poor Security to him, out of a pious Regard. 
Id Concern for his Father and Mother, addreſs'd himſelf to the King of 


SG _ - SE ID „„ 


Sword David having ſlain Goliab, pre- 


e his Head to Saul, and after wards brought. 


me after is uncertain. The Giant's Ar- 
but, as is own Spoil, he laid up in his Tent; 
. Sword, with which he cut off his 
_ to the Lord, ard delivered to the 
cr to ſeep, ze a Monument of the Vittory, 
” {rae's Deliverance. 5 

*. Whether Doeg was detained here 


þ 

1 : N 
1 Jerusalem: But whether then or ſome 
; 


1 


at other O 


ccaſion, is uncertain,” But it is 
able, 


hat vecauſe of his Preſence at the 


1 Sam. 21. 9. to haye been 


Vow, or by reaſon of the Sabbath, or 


Time of this Interview between David and 
Ahimelech, it was the Reaſon that David 
feign'd that Story of him, being ſent by the 
King; that if (which was likely, and which. 
David ſuſpected) Doaeg ſhould turn Informer, 
the Prieſt might have the King's Name and 
Authority to plead in his own Juſtification, for 
having thus friendly entertained David. | 
+ Agullam. It was a Town in the Tribe 


of Judab. Here was a Rock of the fame 
Name, in which was a Cave, naturally ſtrong 


and 


well fortify'd, to which David fled from 
Saul. | / | „%%ͤt Rr 
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"Monb, who was an Enemy to Saul, and defired his Protection. Wi, 
having obtained, he tarried with them till the Prophet Gad came, and * 
ſed him to quit Moab, and return to the Land of Judah: Upon wig 
David leaving . Moab, went into the Foreſt of Hareth. Whip he 0 
here, Saul was in Cibeah; and; having heard. thit David was digg, 
ed, and had ratfed Forces, he upbraided his Officers, that none of tn 
would revenge him on the Son of eſſe, but had conſpired with hi, g, 
againſt him. They knowing their Innocence made no Reply. put Hy 
who had ſeen David at Nob, when Abimelech the Prieſt relicved Pas 
very. officiouſly ſtept in, and told the King all that had paſtad there te 
_ tween David and Abimelech. Saul, glad of any Opportunity to . 
his Paſſion, and revenge himſelf on any that fayour'd Dawid, font fir 4 


himelech and all the Prieſts that were in Neb to come and appcar bel 


b 
and came and preſented themſelves to the King; who char then wit 
the Conſpiracy. Abmelech being intirely innocent, thus defended him, 
ſelf. againſt the King's unjuſt Charge: How could I do leis thin enter. 
* tain a Perſon ſo honourable as David, and fo highly in 7avour with 
© my Prince? Eſpecially when he came in the King's Name, and about 
his Affairs? As to my inquiring of the Lord for him, it was not the if 
Time; thou knoweſt F have often inquired of the Lord tor him hs 
© fore. And as to any Conſpiracy againſt thee, far be it from ine; Tar 
% ſafely anſwer for my ſelf and Family, - we know nothing of it.” Not 
withſtanding the Juſtneſs of this Plea, Saul takes no Notice of it ; bu 
being reſolute in his Purpoſe, raſhly pronounces Sentence againſt innocent 
Abimelech and his whole Family, and cemmands his Guards to put then 
to the Sword. The Guards having heard the Prieſt's Detence, 1 ab. 
horrence of fo unjuſt and cruel a Sentence, would not move a Hand n 
Obedience to it. Whereupon the King, impatzent at the Delay ot e 
ecuting his Revenge, looking about him and ſeeing Docg in the Irelenct 
commands him to diſpatch the Prieſts; which he readily did, and with 
his ſacrilegious Hand. flew. eighty-five of them. Nor did $24/s Ret 
ment ſtop here; this ftream of innocent Blood was not ſufficient to glut 
his Rage; he ſends a Party to Neb, the City of the Prieſts, with Colt 
mand to put all the Inhabitants, Man, Woman and Child, to the & Sword 

§ Sword. This Execution of the Prieſts, Completion of that Judgment denounce! io 


thourh extremely unjuſt, cruel: and-inhumane beſore by God againſt Eli and bis Bout 
ip. Saul, was yet juſt from God ; being the 1 Sam. 2. 31. 


him: Who knowing 8 of Saul's wicked Deſign reœudily obey; 


« 


2 


ok Vi of \the HOLT BIB LE. 


becauſe he had obſerved that Doeg was there at that Time, and who, he 


micht reaſonably ſuppoſe, would not fail to + inform Saul of all that 
6 paſſed there between him and Abimelech. David, to comfort AMia- 
thar, aſſures him of his Protection, telling him, he ſhould ſhare the ſame 


Fortune he dic. | 


Whilſt Saul was thus dipping his wicked Hands in innocent Blood, 


Dovid was imploying his Arms in the juſt Defence of his Country ; for 


wing Notice that the Philiſtines had made an Incurſion upon Keilab, a 


City of Judah, having firſt conſulted the Lord by the Prophet Gad, he 


went and relieved the Place, defeating the Enemy, and taking a great 
Booty of Cattle from them. Saul ſoon heard of David's Succeſs, and 


thinking that he would fortify himſelf in Keilab, ſends Troops to beſiege 
lim there, But David being diſtruſtful of the Inhabitants, notwith- 


finding he had: lately done them great Service, cauſed the young Prieſt 


W711 to all Counſet of God, what he had beſt do in this Affair; 
who warned him of the treacherous Temper of the Kerlabites, telling him, 
if he ſtay'd there, they would deliver him to Saul. David takes the 
divine Hint, and with fix hundred Men march'd out of Keilab, to feek 


imo the Hands of Saul. Then renewing their former League of Friend- 
ſhip, Jonathan returned home, leaving David in the ® Wood. 
David was not long ſecure in this Place; for the Officious Ziphites 
zent and mform'd the King that he was there; and'if he would ſend a 
| ufticient Force, they would betray-David to him. Saul thanks them, and 
commends their Loyalty, but deſires them to return, and inform them- 


N e 3 2755 
nd to ſhare not 4 much 8 the very Cattle, Of all that belonged tb 
ſhimelech, but one eſcaped the Slaughter, which was Abiathar, a young 
don of Abimelech, who making his Eſcape to David, now at Keilah, gave 

him the fad: Account of the Maſſacre of the Lord's Prieſts; which tho? . 
Dovid lamented the more, as looking upon himſelf to be the innocent 

C 0ccafion of it, by his going to Nob ; yet he was the leſs ſurpriſed at it, 


lome Place of greater Security: Which Saul hearing, deſiſted from pur- 
ſeing Dawid at that Time; who retires into a Wood in the Deſert of 
Lith. Tonathan having Notice of this, went privately to him there, and 
incouraged him, aſſuring him that the Lord would not ſuffer him to fall 


t Inform, This Treachery of Dreg, and 
"ity of Saul upon the Prieſts, gave Occa- 


alm. | 5 


97? Jed. This in all likelihood was the 


A % David to compoſe the tity ſecond 


Reaſon that David pretended he was ſent by 


the King; that Abimelech, if examined, might 


allen ge it in his Defence; as he after wards did. 


* Mood. Here David is ſuppoſed to have 


writ the ſixty third Pata oor 


ſelves 
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A. Complex HISTORT hock u. 


ſelyes more perfectly of Davi#'s Hapnts, and then to give him Notice, h 
he might the more eaſily ſecure him. But David having Intelligence of F 
their intended Treachery, changes his Quarters, and goes to the Peng Wi © 
Main, whicher Saul purſues him. Here Dævid was hard preſo d; for ga 00 


| Pons. 2 Forces by much . out- numbering David's; he propoſed to incompaſ the 40 


Mountain on which David was, to prevent his Eſcape. But Pride WM © 
here interpoſed; for a Meſſenger came in Haſte to acquaint Su ,, WM © 


* . : 


the Pbiliſtines had invaded the Land on the other Side, and defired hin 0 
toe come te-theit Aſſiſtan neee. 
Saul was forced at this Time to drop his private Reſentment to tile 
Care of the publick ; and drawing off his Army to go again the Pj; t 
liſtines, he gave David an Opportunity of eſcaping. to the ftrons Hold hb 
of + Engedi. But Saul having repulſed the Philiſtines, renews the Py. k 
ſuit after Dauid; and taking three thouſand choice Men with |:im |. l 
went to ſeek him upon the Rocks of the wild Goats, the }izhef nj 
moſt craggy Places of the Country. On the Way ſeeing a cave, he were 
into it to caſe Nature, little thinking that David was ſo near him, wh, 
with ſome of his Men had hid themſelves in the Clefts of thc $ Cave, 
unſeen of Saul, tho they could ſee him. David's Men ſeeing S come 
in alone, thought this a happy Opportunity of putting an End to thei 
Troubles, and adviſed David to make uſe of it, and diſpatch him, But 
David, mov'd upon another Principle, reſtrain'd them; faying, © Go 
- *& forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth my Hand againſt the Lord's Anoilu- 
c ed.“ Nevertheleſs to let Saul afterwards underſtand it was in his Power 
to have "deſtroyed him, he went ſoftly to the Place where Sau Robe 
lay, and and cut off the Skirt of it. This Action, tho“ no Detriment to 
Saul, did yet fo affect David, that he was conſcious to himſelf of Bald. 
neſs and Diſreſpect to the Majeſty of the King. When Saul was gone 
out of the Cave, David got to the Top of the Hill, out of Saus Reach, 
but ſo as he might be heard; and calling to Saul, David, bowing with 
his Face to the Ground, thus addreſs'd himſelf to him; + Why is the 
King perſuaded to believe that David intends him any Hurt ? Thou 


1 Empedi, Here, it is probable, at leaſt, ' great Fear; which made him bete himſe!tto, 
on this Occaſion, that David compoſed the God for Help in that Prayer, which, hong af 
nnen, rh; terwards committed to Writing, hath the 

$ Cave. We may well ſuppoſe, that the, Place of the; hundred and forty ſecond Pla m. 

Sight of Saul, not knowing at the firſt upon + 4 hy. See 1 Sam. 24. 10, 
what Qccafion he came, put David intoaga wn 
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„ hopeſt this Bay die Lord Had dehver' d Thee into my Hand in the 
„ Cave; but 1 would not take the Advantage I kad of Thee, for Thou 
u zrt the Lord's Anbinted. Let che Skirt of thy Robe witneſs for me, 
« that L ſpareck thy Life when it was in my Power; and that I have no 
« evil Deſign againft Thee, though Thou ſeekeſt my Life. The Lord judge 
a between Thee and Me, and plead my Cauſe, and deliver Me out of 
« thy Hand.“ This generous Act and moving Addreſs of David made 
þ oreat an Impteffon on Saz!, that he melted into Tenderneſs, and 
alled him Son, acknowledging in Tears his own Guilt, and David's Juſ- 
tice. Then concluding from the wonderful Care which God had always 
W ken of David in his greateſt Diſtreſs, that he ſhould ſucceed in the 
Kingdom, he told him, he was ſure that the Lord would eſtabliſh the 
Kingdom of T/-ael in his Hand; therefore he conjured him by all that was 
icred, not to deſtroy his Family. David, to make him eaſy, ſwore he 
would do as he defir'd ; upon which Saul returned home. But David, 
notwithſtanding SauPs fair Words, did not think it fafe to truſt to them, 
but retired to the Faſtneſſes in the * Hills. 25 . 
About this Time the Prophet Sammel dying, the Maelites were ga- 
thered from moſt Parts to lament his Death, and bury him among his 
own Family at Ramab. And ſuch great Funerals uſually taking up a. 
lng Time, ' eſpecially among the Maelites, David had the greater 
Opportunity to 8 e for his Safety. In which Time leaving Engedi, 
| he march'd to the Deſart of Paran, not far from Mam; where he had 
been before. Here dwelt a very wealthy and powerful Man, whoſe . 
Name was Nabal, being well deſcended, deriving his Pedigree from Caleb, 
bat of a very churliſh and moroſe Nature. His Wife, who. was the Re- 
| verſe of her Huſband, was not only a beautiful Woman, but very diſ- 
| ceet and virtuous.. It happen'd to be the Time of Sheep-ſhearing when 
David was in theſe Parts, which was a Time of great Entertainment and 
J Mirth among them, David hearing of this Entertainment, and being 
probably in. want of Proviſions for his Soldiers, ſent Meſſengers ta Nabal ' 
to ſalute him, and beg the Favour of ſome Refreſhment for his Men; and 
the more to incline him to accommodate him at this Time, he bid them 
mind him of the civil Carriage of his People when they were in theſe 
Parts before, that they never plunder d them, nor offer d any Act of 
Hoſtility, but liv'd peaceably and in Amity by them. Having deliver'd 
Uecir Meſſage, they modeſtly waited Nabal's Anſwer; who, like himſelf, 
Hi Here David is thought to have compoſed the fifty ſeventh Pſalm, 
Nong. XXXVII. 4 D * 


pretends 
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ptetends not to know David, of whoſe Fame it was impoſſible he fl 
be ignorant; and in a moſt unmannerly Way of reflecting on bim ; 
Contempt cry d, There are many Servants now a-days that run fü 
1 their Maſters, and on ſuch I ſhall not beftow. my Proviſions.” W). 
David heard this, it ſtung him to the Quick; ſo that arming 5 
and commanding four hundred more to do the ſame, he vow'd af, 


- 


Revenge, which the bound with an Imprecation, that he would not hs 
2 Man alive of Nabal's Family. But God took off his Reſentment w 
might in this Heat have hurried him on to ſhed innocent Blood with gil 
ty. It happen'd that one of Nabalis Servants having overhcard bon 
roughly his Maſter had diſmiſs d David's Meſſengers, and dreading dt 
Conſequence, knowing likewiſe that their Miſtreſs was a pry gent We 
man, went and acquainted her with it; adviſing her to find out ſome Ex. 
pedient to prevent a Miſchief, which they might reaſonably expc& 5 
ſuch rude and unmannerly Treatment, from Men that had it often ir 
their Power, but were ſo far from injuring them, that they protec 
0 oor ein oooh 
Abigail, who knew. her Huſband's Temper too well, thought it t 5 
Purpoſe to conſult him; and therefore ſhe immediately order d her Ser. 
+ wants to take two hundred Loaves of Bread, + two Bottles of Win: g 
Sheep ready drefs'd, five Meaſures of parched Corn, an hundred Claftes 
of Raiſins, and hundred Cakes of F igs. Having pack'd up this Pref 
and laid it on Aſſes, ſhe order d the Servants to go. before, erscht fi. 
lowing them. | As ſhe was deſcending one Hill, the faw Dav/s coming 
down the other, ſo that they both met in the Valley. With great Pr. 
fence of Mind, and due Reſpect, ſhe addreſs' d herſelf to Dad in fort 
moving Terms, that ſhe at once diſarm'd the Hero's Rage, and pe 
generous: Mind. Then receiving her Preſents he afſus'd her of bt Pro 
tection, and ſhe: returns home overjoy'd with the Sueceſs of hw AmbJ 
Mok XS | | FAS . VV 
| + 15 Bottles of Wine would not bear to Fojbun's Camp, which they a wore WO 
any Proportion with the other Parts of the out, rent or torn, in their pretcovcs 1102 
Preſent, nor anſwer the Occaſion, if they. Journey, Fo/ ue 9. 13. And of fuch 3 


LE. 


ſhould be underſtood of ſuch Bottles as are be our Saviour ſpake, at. 9. :7. 
now commonly in Uſe, whether, of Earth, the marginal Note to our old Bibs, = 8 
Stone or Glafs. But in thoſe Eaſtern Coun- are explained by Bags. of Leather, N of dhe, 
tries they uſed to carry and keep Wine or wherein Wine was carried on 02 
Water in Leathern Bags er Sacks; made on meis. And of fuch ſort of B 6 
Purpoſe to hold liquid Things; which Veſ- two might hold a Quantity of g= (zl 
els they called (at teaſt we tranflate wem) to the reſt of the Preſent Albig ail Caliits Wy 
Bottles, Such were thoſe the Gibzonjres brought her, | | n 
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When ſhe came 
Ing treated like a King. 


nd then told 


* David hearing of Naba/'s Death, 


Jdarried another named "Abimam, a 


uin Hachilah, near the Wilderneſs. 


H Sine, It is be 6, that lter 40184 
0 mate Naval ſenſibhle of the Fault which 
| we dad committed; That his: Heart died with- 
4 n n, and he 3 a Store, But our Ver- 

vn rightly renders. it, and he became as 4 


7 4 


te 


| Which is not abſolately of the ſame. Nature. 
or no Man can imagine, that Nabal was 
Wd to: a Stone, cho' the Original expreſly 
95 be Was, that he became a Stone. The La- 
ors have imp) 05 ed the ſame Way of 
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thither, ſne found her Huſband ſtill keps: open Houſe, 

But obſervingt 

Feten d n him with what ſhe had done till the next Morning, 

d him the whole Matter: Which when he had heard, and 

nidered the Danger he had run himſelf into, he was ſo terrifyd with 

e Thoughts of it, 3 his Heart ſunk within him, and he grew as ler 
Lad :5 2 Stone, and after ten Days languiſlii 1 


ne. Where we may hkewiſe o>ſerve, that 
Partic'e 45 is often to be ſupplied, when: 


.of Stone. 
| the 8 upture airs ſomething. of another 


hat he had drank too much, the 


thank'd God for revenging ES on 


'1q him, and preventing his ſhedding of Blood ; and afterwards calling to 
Inind the Comelineſs of Abigail's Perſon, and her excellent Conduct 
ben ſue came to divert his Reſentment, he ſent his Servants te let her 
now, that he had a Deſire to take her to be his Wife. 
ow much ſhe thought herſelf honour'd by the Offer, told the Servants, ſhe 
def d no greater Honour than to waſh their Lord's Feet. 
ling herſelf, and taking five Maids with her, ſhe went with the Meſ- 
ſengers and came to David, and was his Wife. 


Abigail, to ſhew 
Then Jr 


Soon after which, he 


Tezreehte; but his firſt Wife, Saus 
Daughter, was by her Father given to Pfaltt the Son of Laifh, 


The Solemnity of Samuel's Tope being over, and Sau returned to 
Ciheah, the Ziphites again inform him that David was about the Moun- 


Upon which Saul taking three thou- 


[find Men with him goes in purſuit of David; who being then in the 
| Wilderneſs, and having by his Spies got certain Intelligence of the Place 
[ where Saul lay- incamp 'd, he firſt went privately by himſelf to obſerve 
the Sitnation of the Camp; ; and afterwards taking his Couſin 
with hun, they went by Night, and found Saul within the Trench faſt 
cen, his General Abner and the reſt of his Army lying round about 


Aviſhar 


Speaking to expreſs a preat Surprize, 
repreſents Ariadne exprefling” her Grief and 


Aſtoniſnment upon the Flight of Theſers, 


who had abandon'd ber in the Iſland Din, as 
if ſhe had been turned to a Rock. The Fa- 
ble ſays that Miohe was kutned into a Statue 


this Fiction only. tepreſenis her perpetun, di- 
lence in her Mou-nipg; and Palphafus, that. 


it ſignifies, that Nrobe havi made a” Starce 
of Stone for herſelf after her Children's Death, 


did Place it upon their Sepulchte. 
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kim in che fame Poftute, bar out fail have taken this A! 
to have fla Sau; but David would not ſuffer Him, for the fame 6; the 
ſon that he had faved Saul's Lite in the Cave. But he bid e g1 
the Spear that ſtuck in the Ground by him, and the Cruſe of Water pr fc 
re got to the Top of the Hill on the og In 


follow him. When they were” got to the Top of the 
r, David called to her, and chid him g 


Side, and out of Danger, David called to 
for no, better guarding the King As the Lord lived ye deſere wd 
te for neglecting thus the Lord's Anointed, See here here the Kino! 2 
« Spear, and the Cruſe of Water that was at his Bolſter! 63 15 bn: 
ing David's Voice called him him by Name, who expoſtulated with hin 0 
much after the fame manner 4s he did after his Eſcape from the Ci. tr 
adding this Reproach, that by driving him from the Inheritance cf tt [al 
Lord, in forcing him to go and converſe with the Uncircumcited for gel. at 
ter, they did in Effect force him to ſerve other Gods. Then defiring hin K 
not to lead an Army againſt ſo mean a Perſon as he was, Saul accu 1 
himſelf of Cruelty, and applauding Dzord's Generoſity, eonfeſs d his Gul, 1 
and bleſſing David, they took leave of each other, David going to hy p 


Men: and Saul returning home. 


0 
8 E" 


And now David was at Leiſure to confider what to do with himſelf 2 
Knowing the Inſtability of Saul's Temper, notwithſtanding his (yecion Wi 
Declarations of Peace, and that it was impoſſible to be fate whilſt he 
tarried within SauPs Dominions, he reſolves at laſt to go over to the Phi 
lifines ; thinking, that when Saul heard he was not among his own Fes. 
ple, he would forbear to purſue or inquire after him, Wherefore, h. 
ving obtained fafe Conduct from Achiſo King of Gath, he went over wit 
the fix hundred Men that were with him, and dwelt with Achiſh at Call, 
taking with him his two Wives, Abigail and Abinoam. David, not l. 
king the Accommodation of Gath, deſired Achifh to give him the Town 
of Ziklag 5 which was granted, and he lived more unobſerved here that 
in the Royal City; which was David's Deſign in removing. 
Whilſt he was here, ſeveral of Saul's I beſt Soldiers and ableſt Officer 
came over to him; ſome of which were of the Tribe of Cad, but mol 
of them were of the Tribe of Benjamin, Saul's Brethren ; whom td 
David ſuſpected at firſt, yet at laſt he confided in them, and promoted | 
them to mand Strengthen'd. with theſe Recruits, David mad 
 Exenrfions againſt the Amalekites;. and made King: Achifþ behcve, that 
the Booty he had brought to Ziklag, was, taken from the 1/7aeltes. ts 


- 3; B>&. The Names of thoſe that came to David at Zillog:are regiſter d in 1 CH 4 i 
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or other , and tho? he 
af familiar Spirits, yet he commanded his Servants to ſeek for a Woman 
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105 believing David, was well enough pleaſed, and thinking that David 
hereby made himfelf odious to his own People, thought he might put the 
ter Confidence in him, and concluded he had him ſecure in his Intereſt 


* the future, To prevent any Diſcovery of this manner of David's 


impoſing thus on Achiſh, a lucky Opportunity now offer d; for the Phi- 


lines making War againſt 1ael, Achiſh told David he would try his 
Fidelity, bidding him prepare his Men to accompany him this Campaign. 
David was forced to comply, tho no Doubt it was contrary to his Incli- 
tions to fight againſt his own-People ; and it would have been higtily 
L1honourable and ingrateful to betray a Prince, who had ſo courteouſly 


treated him, and generouſly confided in him. But Providence found out 
in Expedient to fave David's Honour: For the Philiſtines rendezyouſing 


n Able, the Men of Quality, ſeeing David in the Rear with their 
King, were ready to mutiny ; and tho' the King told them he was intirely 
in his Intereſt, they would not truſt him, but would have him ſent awa 


before the Action for fear of Treachery. Achiſb, not thinking fit to diſ- 
pute with them when he was juſt upon ingaging the Enemy, calling Da- 


"id aſide, told him how the Caſe ſtood, and acknowledging his Services, 
ſadviſed him to retire to Ziklag. Os 


Tho' David was glad of this News, yet he ſeem' d to dillike it; which 


W made Achi/bþ more eager in his Importunities for him to be gone. David 
Win his March from Ziflag in this Expedition, had very conſiderably in- 
creaſed his Number; for ſome of the Tribe of Manaſſeh fell in with him 
[ae went, and others in his Return, who afterwards did him good Ser- 


ice. Pts 3 | 
Sal prepares to oppoſe the Philiſtines; but having taken a View of the 


Atbek, he was feiz'd with a terrible Fear; and that which increaſed his 
Perplexity was, he would conſult the Lord, but receiv'd no Anſwer, Nor 


and Samuel the Prophet was dead. But Advice he will have ſome Wa 
be Had baniſh'd all Wizards and thoſe that made Ute 


at had a familiar Spirit, that he might from her know his Fate, They 


told him there was a Woman at Endor that was a Sorcerets ; Upon which 
Saul diſguiſing himſelf, took two Servants with him, and went to her, de- 


bel. See 1 Sam 29. which. according, to the Series of Time muſt come beſore the 
wth Chapter, | 1 


Philſtines Army while they lay incamp'd in Shunem, before they came to 


was it likely to be otherwiſe with him; for he had deſtroy'd the Prieſts, 


37 4 e ſiring 


28 4 Compieat HISTORT Bool ji 
ing her: to raiſe up the Perſon he ſhould name. The Woman os. 


him for a Spy. refuſed to oblige, him; but Saul ſwearing to her b d 
that no a ſhould happen to her, ſhe he dee — aſked us 0 
ſhe ſhould cauſe to appear? He told her, Samuel. She then raiſing g 

an evil Spirit, which came in the Likeneſs of Samuel, as ſoon as ſhe f 
it, ſhe cryed out to Saul, and ſaid, Why haſt thou deceived ine; Pg 
thou art Saul. He bid her not be afraid, and aſked her, Why g, 
had ſeen? ſhe told him, ſhe faw + Gods aſcending. out of the Ea 


-— 
3 
Lag 
** 


Saul, not fatisfied with this Anſwer, afked her, of what Form he was, , 

was coming up? She reply'd, An old Man is coming up covered with b 

Mantle. Saul concluding it to be Samuel, as ſoon as he ſaw the Appf. F 

tion, bow'd to the Ground. The Apparition, that it might the mon h 

aptly perſonate Samuel, aſk'd Saul, Why he had diſquieted hin?” 64 t 

to excuſe himſelf, told him, He was in great Diſtreſs; for le Phil K 

; e fines, with a powerful Army, had invaded him, and God had deſerted P 
* “him, refuſing to give any Anſwer to his Addreſſes. Why then (fi 
"=p * the Apparition) doſt thou aſk of me, ſince the Lord is departed from 
75 e thee, and become thine Enemy? Then going on in pertonating $. 
|: muel, he added; The Lord hath done as he ſpake by me; tor he hath rent 
2 „ the Kingdom from Thee, and given it to thy Neighbour, even to Do- 
. vid. This thy Diſobedience hath brought upon Thee, in {paring 4. 
| e nnalel, whom God commanded Thee to deſtroy, To-morrow (halt 

14 


thou and J/ae/ fall into the Hands of the Philiſtines and thou and 
„ thy Sons be & with me.” This Doom ſo affected Sau, that he tell on 
the Ground as dead; upon which the Woman, and his Servants, know- 
ing he had faſted long, and thinking he might be difpirited for want of 
* Refreſhment, deſired him to eat; which he refuſed at firſt, buc at lat 
yielded to their Importunity, and did eat of what they ſet betore hin;, 
which when he had done, he returned to the Camp. | 
Whilſt Saul laboured under theſe heavy Preſſures, poor Dævid is hock- 
ed with a ſudden and unexpected Misfortune ; for when after three Jays 
weary March he came back from the Philiſtines Camp to Z Lg, to tu 
great Grief and Surprize he found the Town in Aſhes, his Wives, and 
all the Women and Children carried away Captives, and their Goa and 


* 


Saul. It is to be ſuppoſed, that ſhe learn- paritions. which the Devil makes ute of 0 6 
ed from the evil Spirit ſhe had-raifed, that it further his Tlluftons. Ns A 
Was Saul that had imploy'd her- 8 With me. That is, ſhalt be dead #47 
+ Gods, 80 ſhe called thoſe Diabolical Ap- muel is, for whom thou takeſt me. Cit 
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a 1 * D P 7 oy op x er the ae 7 ** 1. f Ay x | 
Cattle plunder'd Aud «that aviich aggravated the Misfortune Was, the 


% XCXT½ß½ß½ß0ß ¾ 0o'uj it." David in this Dit 
refs applies himſelf to the Lord by the Prieſt Abiazhor, to know what 
Meaſures he ſnould take; who adviſes him to purſue the Enemy, and 
promiſes Succeſs. David ſets forward; but after three Days March, two 
hundred of his Men were fo fatigued, that they were left behind at the 
Brook Beſor, whilſt he and the other four hundred continued the Pur- 
nuit. On their Way they overtook a poor Straggler half dead with Hun- 
ger, who, when they had refreſhed him, told him he was an Egyptian, 
but Servant to an I Amalekite, which Nation had made an Incurſion into 
Judab, and had burnt Ziklag ; and that he falling fick by the Way, 
his Maſter had left him. David aſking him, whether he could direct 
them to the Place where they were, he told him, if he would neither 
kill him, nor deliver him up to his Maſter, he would bring him to the 
Place; which he accordingly did, where this Party of the Amalekites lay 
m a very careleſs Manner, ſporting and rejoicing over their Plunder, Da- 
rid furprizing them, ſoon routed them, putting all their Foot to the Sword. 
Thus he recover'd not only his two Wives, and what the Amalekrte; 
had plunder'd from him, but all that they had taken from others in that 
Expedition, „„ | e 
When he returned to Beſor, the two hundred Men which he had left 
tere came out to congratulate his good Succeſs, whom he courteouſly 
ated, and, after fore Controverſy, diſtributed an equal Share of the 
oi to them, And returning to Z:#/ag, he ſent Preſents to his Friends 
ot 7udap, where he and his Men had been fſhelter'd and entertain'd. _ 
Whilſt David was thus imploy'd in reſcuing his Wives, and recover- 


bat the Haelites being forced to give Way, fled to Mount Gilboa, where 
three of which, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchiſua, fell in the Purſuit; 


very much wounded. Finding himſelf not likely to live, and dreading 
to fall alive into the Enemy's Hand, he bid his Armour-bearer run him 


nd expir'd which his faithful Armour-bearer perceiving, drew bis'Sword, 
nd difpatch'd himſelf, The Philijtines ſtripping the Dead, found the 


7 575, 'F 2 | | „ 5 7h: | a 
a „ This Incurfion of the Ana- vaſtation David had made among them upon 
#3312 Reyepge for the Ravage and De- his removing from Gath to Zikag, 

5 Bodies 


ng his Loſs, the two Armies of the Iſraelites and Philiſtines ingaged.. 
may of them drop'd. The Philifines cloſely purſu'd Saul and his Sons, 


d boon after Saul, being hard preſs'd by the Enemy's Archers, was 


ro with his Sword ; which he refuſing, Saul fell upon his own Sword, 
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| * in the Ternple of Aſbterotb, and his Body on the Walls of Buy 


1 of Saul and his Dee Sons .to Vale, and burning them, they by. 


diſpatch'd him. David aſk d him, How he durſt deſtroy the Lords A. 


2 Nor in the Streets of Aſkalon relate ; 


No Dew on Thee deſcend, or kindly Rain! 
 Accurs'd and burnt, as Sodom's dal Field : 


The Shield of Saul was loft ; his . pred Hops, 
Tho" the bleſt Oil around bis Teas en 14 6 N 
e and e ah tbe e, 1 BR 


Ty, Arrows drank the Blood of Thouſands flain. ' 


ies.of Saul and his three Sons, cut. off Saul s Head, hung UP his Ar. 


Which — 9 the Inhabitants of Jabeſb- Gilead heard, ſelectin 
y of their beſt Men, they march by Night, and brou oht away b 


ried the Bones under a Tree there; after which, in Token of Mouming 
they faſted ſeven Days. 105 1 

David had not been above two Days at. Ziklag before the {ad Ne 
of this Defeat was brought to him by an Amalekite, who, giving a bs 
ticular Account of the Action, produced Saul's Grown and Bracelet 1 
a Confirmation of his Death; adding, that at his own Requeſt he had 


© nointed : Thy Blood (ſaid he) be upon thine own Head, for thine own 
© Mouth hath convicted Thee.“ Then calling to one of his Guards, he 
bid him diſpatch the Amalekite. After which Dove lamented over Sail 
and Jonathan i in a Funeral Elegy. 


Thy Clary, Iſrael! and thy Beauty mourn 


'Tis vaniſb d, never, never to return. 


Ah! Who in feeble Mortals Strength would 64 ? 
Whoſe Glory is ſo near a ald to Duſt ! 


O tell it not in Gath's triumphing Gate, 


115 Capthor's Daughter ſhould inſulting cry, 
err Dagon conquers him who rules the Sky. 


ws, 


0 fatal Gilboa, where ny Friend was. Vain; 
No Corn or Wine thy blaſted Surface yield, 


My Shield, 


For there was loſt the Warriour's 


Thy Bow, my Friend, was never 15 womie in vain, 


A Compleat HISTORT Toy 
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What Armies fell by Saul $ UIGFOr1OUS Sword, | : 
fo faithful mow; $0"3t9"woſperring Lord & 11 0 are wow 


With him alone” coul Jonathan ompr: 
Lovely in Life, in Death 700⁰ near ally d, ; rene EI 
V. Death it ſelf their Friendſhip could divide: 
Swifter than Eagles cui their airy. Ma, 
Sroger than Lions, when they ſeize their Prey, 


Princel bis Stature, charming was bis An, 


urn all ye Loves 4 Ye tender Virgins mourn! 6 
ur flowry Wreaths tn. Cypreſs' Garlands turn 
Murn your lov d Monarch's lamentable Fate, 

01 whom fo oft your charming Quire did wait, 

/ be from Fight return'd in Kingly State: 

Fir you he conquer d; you did with him ſhare 

The Wealth of Peace, and glorious Spoils of War: 
Lay by your Purple ' Robes from Sidon's Shore, 

And wear your ſplendid Coronets no more; 

Fir Saul, wwho gave them, generous Saul 7s bot, 


| 4nd lent Shades receive his mighty Ghoſt. 


0 Jonathan! Thou wert in Battle ain 1517 

Sretcf'd on cold Earth, thy lifeleſs Limbs as cold, 

Nor thoſe dear Eyes muſt I again bobble 52:1! 7 - 

0 Jonathan! Ho fhall I Thee: commend ! 

My more than Brother, and my more than Friend! 

Wb Life, my Jonathan ! And can we part? 

1 jeel thy Lofs | hang heavy- on my Heart. 

With mortal Anguiſh is my Soul appreſt . 

i wears thy Heling Image in ny Breaſt,” 0: 0 1 03 19 
Thy Friend/biþ did the tend reſt Love bc-: 19 0995 od 


* 


Hv are the Mighty fall'n ! Their Strength in waint 


Twas like thy- elf, 'favas all 4 Miracle t NN 
4 fire, « fes, and 4 hea iy: Piri 1d. ti# hay 


Te 0 | S760 91 T 21 y E. 0 # * tr Henn bicovr ou 9 Lo 
1 are the Mighty fall n? Their Fate deplm f 
I Stoorg, thy Spear and Sbie lu, O Tirael, are mo re. ag 
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Abner, the Son of Ner, General of Saul's Army, proclaim'd Titbejtetd 


 fending a Challenge to Joab, David's General, demanding twelve Men, 
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AI being at Zziklag' when Saul was ſlain, aud not 
me knowing what to do, having the Prieſt and the Eplud 
with him, conſulted the Lord ; who directed him to goto 
Hebron, which he did, taking his Wives and all his Peo- 
ple with him. Whilſt he was here, the Men of Fudd 
came to congratulate his Return, and offer'd him the Crown, which i 
accepted, and was by them anointed King of Judab. On the other Hond 


the Son of Saul, who was own'd-by all the other Tribes. 
Upon this Diviſion of the Kingdom a bloody War commenc'd between 
the two Kings and their Subjects; Judab following David, and 174 
Ifcboſbethb. There were many Skirmithes between the Forces of the N- 
val Kings, but none ſo remarkable as that which Abner occaſion'd, by 


whom he would match, and they ſhould fight ſingle-handed. Jah 4- 
greed, and ſent twelve Men, who ingaging each his Man, did all fall op. 
on the Spot. This fo fir'd the Soldiers on each Side, that ihe a 
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cry ning 


| is Spear, and he dy'd on the Place. 


hog ; who received 'them courteou 
=! was pleas'd with his Reception; for taking his Leave of David 
e . that 
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ſharp Battle inſued ; wherein Abner: was routed, and 
mſelf forced to fly.” In the Parſuit, * Aſabel, Foad's younger Brother, 
; nimble: Youth, took after Abner, who knew him, and adviſed him to 
tum, for he was unwilling to kill him; but young Aſabel, fond of the 
Honour of taking the General Priſoner, would not be perſuaded to leave 
bim; upon which Abner making a Stand, thruſt him thro the Body with 
Joab and Abiſbai, his other Bro- 
ther, and the reſt of the Army who purſu'd Abner, ſeeing Aſabel lie 
dead on the Ground, halted ; which gave Abner Time to rally his ſcat- 
rd Forces, and drawing into one Body, he made a Stand with them 


Book VI. 


on the Top of a Hill, where he could not eafily be attack d. Then 


funding a Parly, he call'd to Jab, and putting him in Mind, that they 
were all Brethren, both by Nation and Religion, each Army retreated, 
Aer with his to Mahanaim, and Foab with his to Hebron. 
on 4bner's Side being three hundred and ſixty Men; and that of Joab's 
but nineteen, e | 7s 

This War continued for ſome Years ; in which Time David always 
22in'd Ground of 1/hboſhethb ; which Advantage was much improv'dby-an 
Over-fight of 1/Þboſheth's, who quarrelling with Abner, for profaning his 
Father's Aſhes, as he thought, in taking Rz2pah, Saul's Concubine, to 


him, Abner not only reproach'd him for his Ingratitude to him, that had 


et the Crown on his Head, but ſecretly, at the-fame Time, correſponded 
wh David, and at laſt promiſed to acknowledge his Title, and uſe his 
Intereſt to bring all Mael over to him. David, who knew the Value of 


the Man, would not readily ſeem to comply with his. Propoſal, but ma- 
ing a feeming Difficulty of it, requir'd. a previous Condition of him; 


which was this, That he would receive him upon no other Terms, than 
that of bringing his Wife Michal to him. To facilitate this, David 


The Loſs | 


\ 


{nt Ambaſſadors to Thboſheth to demand Michal; who took her from 
her Huſband Phultiel, and ſent her to David, the poor Man her Huſ- 
bend follow ing her: weeping as. far as Bahurim, where Abner meeting 


with him, turned him back; 


After this Abner began to practiſe with the Chiefs of Hrael, and par- 


lcularly with the Benſamites, who were more immediately concerned 


for Saul's Family ; all which he brought over to David's Intereſt, and 
then attended only. with twenty Men; he went and preſented himſelf to 
ity, and entertain'd them at a Feaſt, 
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that Time, 
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fatal ſe 
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Beginning, 


had of being ſupplanted 
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frac). to him, Abner ws 

an Expedition loaden wich dhe. Spoil Fas 7 ag e 

N En: WI G > S; and being 

> inform'd; TIRE Abner: had been: hire. and | how''he had been Parc, 
poſſeſs d him, and his. Prejudice took B : 

| ont ile! '; the.:1Death'::of his Brother Aſabel, whom 4 

fairly in his own. Defence, as from the Fear 

by him in his Command. For Abner was not only a Man 


not 0 
KI 


of great In. 


tereſt among all the dther Tribes, but eftectn d A General of Excellent 


"RP and Conduct. 


In this ill Humour Joel goes to the King and in a very unmanned 


Way blames him for what he had done, aſſuring him that ner came 


only as a Spy; and going out of the Preſence, he ſends Meſſengers ah 
Abner to let him know, that the King had ſomething of Moment to 


communicate to him, which he had e forgot. 


Abner obeys, and 


f0a0 waiting for him at Hebron, under a Pretence of Friendſhip Gn 


This inhoſpitable Act fo much affected 


im, moſt baſely ſtabb'd him. 
David. that he thought he could not do e to clear himſelf of i, 


laying this Murder at Joab's Door, and the Curſe of it on him and hi 


Poſterity. 


Then commanding a general Mourning, he order'd the Fune- 


ral; Himſelf as chief Mourner following the Corps. Which took off al 


Suſpicion from David in the Eye of the Publick ; but ls Done. 


{ticks he was more 


5 4 pointed at the 


very 


particular in his Lamentation of Abner*s Lo 
Cauſe why 


s, and 


Joab flew Abner, for, faid he, 


© Thoſe Sons of Zerwiab, 70 and Abiſbai, take the Advantage of my 


4 


* 


40 to an Account for it; 
em 


unſettled State, and are too hard for me, therefore I cannot call them | 


but muſt leave thang to the Lord to reward 


Beſides the Baſenefi of the Fact, David had great Reaon to 


lament the Death of Abner; for in him he loſt a very $7 HY 1nd ſetvice- 
able Friend, and in all Appearance the Meaſures taken for uniting the 


two Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael had been broken, if Tibbojperh had 


lived a little longer. But this was prevented by a no Jeſs treacherous an 


{which poſſibly he 


diſpirited, and not only neglected himſelf, be was diſregarded by d 


which gave an Opportunity to two Ruffians to conſpire his Death. "= 
Ns aa e to Halalor t & Honſe under Prethnce of fetching * 


inhumane Murder than that of Aner; of which when poor unhippy | 
Iſpboſberh heard, having now no further Hopes of recovering HI. 
might entertain ſo long as Abner lived) 15 became 


11 Aſſiſtance 


othets; 
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went directly to his Bed-chamber, where, it being the Heat of the Day, 
bey found him lying on a Bed aſleep: In which Condition they flew 
mh and cutting off his Head, they carried it away with them, and got 
off "diſcovered. Then making the beſt of their Way for Hebron, where 
they thought they ſhould be welcome Gueſts, they preſented the Head 
} this ſhort Compliment-to David: Behold the Head of 1/Þboſbeth, 
which ſought thy Life ; the Lord hath 


wit r 
« the Son of Saul, thine Enemy, 


« zvenged the King this Day of Saul and of his Family.” David was fo 5 Ul N 
| ger from 2ejoicing at the Death of his Rival, that the Sight of the mur- 10 
gerd King's Head ſtruck him with Horror and Indignation, and in a ft; 


a Rage paſſing Sentence upon theſe Ailaiſins, he commanded his Guards a 
en upon them, which they immediately did, and cutting off their 
| Heads and Hands, hang'd them over the Pool in Hebron, for a Terror 
| to all Regicides, that ſhould dare to lay their profane Hands on the facred 
perſon of their King: But the Head of T/Pvg/heth they buried in the Se- 
pulchre of Abner in Hebron. TR: 1 ke 
This Murder of. Iſpboſbeth made Way for the Uniting the two King- 
| loms of Trae and Fudah : For all the Tribes came in to David at 
Hebron, and acknowledged him for their King; where he was by general 
Conſent anointed, and David feaſted them for three Days. 4 
| | David being now at the Head of the united Forces of Miacl and Ju- 
dh, begins to think of inlarging his Territories, which he firſt does by 
attacking Feruſalem, the Metropolis of the Febufifes ; who truſting to the 


| | Strength of the Place, in Deriſion anſwer'd David, when he ſummon'd [| 
them to ſurrender, that if there were none but Blind and Lame to de- 97 
bend it, he with all his Forces could not take it. But they ſoon found - 
| their Miſtake ; for David reſolving to correct their Inſolence, proclaim'd 15 
thro' the Army, that whoſoever ſhould take the Fort ſhould be Cap- 4 


tain-General of all his Forces, Joab, a bold puſhing Man, and who 
before had the Command of the Forces of Judah, undertook and per- 
orm'd'it ; the Buildings of which Fort David afterwards inlarg'd, and 
made his Palace; and after other Improvinents of the Town, he called 
COURT, pra ͤ V oe Ed; 
David's Affairs being in this flouriſhing Condition, his Fame ſoon ſpread 
among the Neighbouring Princes; among whom Hiram, King of Tyre, 
ſent Ambaſſadors to congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, and made 
ur a Preſent of Cedars, and Workmen to build him a Palace. But the 
Filſtine Princes had other Thoughts of David's Succeſs, looking upon his 
n 28 +0 OCR _. 
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growing Greatneſs to be a fatal Preſage of their Rain ; and therefore th 
intend to put a Stop to his further Incroachments on them by attacks 
him firſt, In order to which they muſter up a conſiderable Army Ki 


come and incamp in the Valley of Rephaim. David continucd 


Citadel, till he had conſulted the Lord; who aſſuring him of Suc 4 


- marches againſt the Enemy, whom he ſet upon with that Vs s : 
he ſoon put them to the Rout, and they fled in ſuch Haſte that they ; 
their Gods behind them; which David and his Men burnt. T9 

This Defeat did not diſcourage the Philitines, for they fo recruit 
their Forces, and came and meamped in the ſame Place, where they * 
before been routed. David, tho fluſh'd with his late Victory, wg 
not preſume upon that Succeſs; but to proceed ſecurely, he again wr, 
ſults the Lord, who alters David's March now, and bids him not dirs. 
ly to ingage, but te take a Compaſs behind them, and fall upon then 
over- againſt the Mulberry-Trees ; and when he ſhould hear the * Syn 
or ruſhing of the Trees, then to ingage, for then the Lord woul! 5 


Di )OK v1 


ho Inga 0 [tc 
out before him. David obſerved tlie ſacred Orders, and according 1. 0 
ceeded, giving the Philiſtines ſuch a Defeat, that they did not offer i» t. 


long Time after to give {ae} any Diſturbance. 

A Time of Peace ſucceeding, David propoſes to his Officers th ſum. 
mon all 7/ae/ to attend at the bringing the Ark to his Capital Cy, 
which was unanimouſly approved, and the King went with them to X. 

 jath-jearim to the Houſe of Abinadab; where the Ark had remained 4. 
bout + fifty Vears. But they were guilty of a great Overſight here in 


Sound. This in the Text, 2 Sam. F. 
24. is call'd The Sound of one going on the 
Tops of the Trees, By which Joſephus, and 


others underſtand the Agitation or Shaking of 


the Tops of the Trees when there is no 
Wind ſtirring. But others, not liking this, 
are of Orinion, Fhat the Angels, whom 
God: fent before David, ver. 24. made this 
Noiſe for a Signal to him to fall on the Phi- 
liflines in the Front, whilſt David attzck'd 
them in the Rear. | . 

Ni Years. Fhe Ark is faid to have 
been Twenty Years in the Houſe ot Abina- 
d ib, at Kira -jearim, » Sam. 7. 1, 2. But 
that Twenty Years muſt be referred to the 
Time of the fingle Adminiſtration of Semuer 
in the Government: For the Ark was taken 
in che laſt Lear of Eli, and the Philiſtines kept 


it but fever: Months, 1 Ca, 6. 1. Cane 


of Saul, muſt be forty Years, 4An9 tho be 


ſucceeding to Eli in the Government, is reck- 
on'd to have pgovern'd Irc by himſelf Twen. 
ty Years, before there was a King And 
Twenty Years more are allotted to Samuel 
and Saul together, and to Saul dy himſ! 
after Samuel. So that from ihe Death cf 
Eli, when the Ark was taken, to the Death 


ven Months of that Time it was wün be 
Philiflines , yet David having aſter Lau,“ 
Death reign'd ſeven Years and e Month 
at Hebron, and fome time after a n 
ruſalem, before he went to fetch the Ak, !! 
eould not be much tefs than fifty Yea! that 
the Ark had been at Kirjath - joarim in Gt 
Houſe of. Abinadab. 


removing 
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moring the Ark; for either thro' Inadvertency, or Neglect of the & Law, 
och obliged them to carry the Ark upon their Shoulders; they, in Imi- 


ation of the Philiſtines, put it upon a Cart, appointing Uzzah and Abo, 


the Sons of Abinadab, to drive the Cart. And in this Manner they ſet 


Oward, rejoicing, and playing on ſeveral Sorts of Inſtruments ; till they 
came to the Threſhing-floor of Nachon, where the Oxen that drew the 
can, ſtumbling, ſhook it ſo violently, that Uzzah, fearing it ſhould fall, 
eficiouſly laid hold of the Ark to ſtay it; which 7 Profanation coſt him 
his Life, for he fell down dead immediately by it. This unhappy Acci- 
dent made David afraid to carry the Ark to Ferufalem ; but he left it in 
the Houſe of Obed-Edom the Gittite, who was a Levite; where it reſted 
three Months,and very much to Obed-Edom's Advantage, for all the while 


+ tay'd there the Lord bleſſed him with a great Increaſe of his Subſtance, 


Which David underſtanding, and recollecting his Miſtake, that Uzzah's 
Death was a Sign the Lord would not have the Ark brought to him, he 
took Heart, and propos'd to move it from Obed-Edom's Houſe to his 


own City ; which he did with great Pomp and Regularity, declaring, | 


that none ought to carry it but the Leuites, and diſpoſing of every Per- 
on in his proper Order, the King, dreſs'd in a Linen Ephod, conduct- 
ed it, ünging and dancing before it, to a Houſe which he had pur- 
polely built for it, where, when he had placed it, he offer'd to the Lord 
1 creat Number of Cattle in Sacrifice. As the King paſs'd through the 


City dancing before the Ark, his Wife Michal,” Saul's Daughter, ſeeing 


the King demean himfelf fo poorty, in her Opinion, thonght very con- 
temptibly of him; for ſhe herſelf being Daughter to one King, and Wife 
0 another, thought it below the Regal Dignity to act the Part of.a Singer 
nd Dancer: And when ſhe came out to meet him {he could not for- 


was the King of Iſael to Day; who being ſtripp'd of his Royal Robes, 
acted the Part of a Fool.” David fetorted her malicious Jeſt with a 
ber Truth, and told her, That how vile ſoever he might appear in 
her Opinion, what he did was in Honour of that God, who had cho- 


And that he would ſtill perſiſt in his Humility, for which he did MW 


| \ Law, See Numb. 7. 9 but. the Prieſts, even the Levites. themſelves, 
* Prifanation, This Action of Uzzah's to touch the Holy Things, Num“. 4. 15. 
 CONrary to the Law, which foi bad all, 5 


* doubt 


bear reproaching him, but in a deriding Manner faid, © How. glorious 


ſen him rather than her Father, or any of his Family, togovern Vael. 


— 
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+ ddvbt but to he Honoured of all thoſe that ſhe thought deſpiſed him 
From this Time Michul never had any * Children. "I 
By this Time David's Houſe was finith'd, for the Building oe wh 

Hiram, King of Tyre, had furniſh'd him with Materials an wy okt 2 
and David being peaceably ſettled in it, was at Leiſure to think ot * 
gious Affairs; the firſt of which that offered to his Mind was the Bud 
ing of a Temple: Wherefore conſulting with Nathan the Prophet 1 
reflecting on himſelf, ſays; I dwell in a Houſe of Cedar bur h 
« Ark of God dwelleth within Curtains.” - Nathan took the Him: al 
that ſo good a Motion might not want Incouragement, aniwer', « (, 
< on, purſue thy Thought, for God is with Thee.“ But herein the 
Prophet was too forward; for he judged of the Thing from his own 4 

prehenſion of the Goodneſs of it, and not from the Will of God. {, 
whom it was intended, and who therefore chiefly ought to be conte“ 
therein. The ſame Night therefore God gave Nathan Charge concernive 
David's Deſign, forbidding him to build a Temple, aſſigning for a Rew 
fon (as + himſelf afterwards told his Son Solomon) becauſt be hl hg 
much Blood. David receiving this Prohibition from the Lord, in Ohe. 
dience to his Will, deſiſts from his intended Building, and to expreſ: hi 
Gratitude for his gracious Promiſes to him and his Poſterity, he goes inte 
the Tabernacle, and there & proſtrates himſelf on the Ground lefore the WR © 


Lord; where, after acknowledging the Goodneſs and Munificence of Gi MW ; 
in raiſing him from a mean Condition to what he now injoy'd, and for 
eſtabliſhing the Government in his Family, he concludes with an earncf l 


Supplication, that the Eleſſing of God may reſt upon him and his Hout K 
r VVV 2 

David finding that God had rais'd him to this Pitch of Greatneſs, not 
to build his Temple, but to fight his Battles, and ſubdue the Enemies of 


 * Children. , Interpreters agree, that Mi- ſoftened by the Tranſlation, tho” the Or 
chat never had any Children by David, Phal- ſays, he ſat before the Lord: But yet it cc 
tial, or any other Huſband,. but was naturally ſay, be fat on his Throne, and confidern: te 
barren; which here, 2 Sam. 6, 23. is con- Circumſtances of the Place, and the Occhi 
Firm'd upon ber as a Curſe, for deridipg her of David's coming ioto the T abernacie, 
Huſband ie King. may very reaſonably ſuppoſe he fat on its 
+ Himyelf. See 1 Chron. 22. 8.  -- Ground, as Sanchez and others think, fem Vs 
$ Proſtrates. It will ſeem a very odd and vid's Humility, which you may fer at betet In 
unmannerly Way of David paying Thanksto. 2 Sam. 7, But Joſepbus comes nearelt of all; 
the Lord in fo ſacred a Place as the Tabernacle for he ſays, he fell on his Face, and ore rae 
by fitting down ;*which Word might have been Himſelf after the Manner of a Suppan 
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petakes himſelf to his old Trade of War, and beginning with the 


| "hat City of + Gath, reduc'd it, and the Towns belonging to it. Then 
« 5 — his Arms upon Moab, he brought them into fo low a Condition, 
at he forced them to diſmantle all their Places of Strength; and none 


| ſred but by his Permiſſion, Thence he went to ſecure the Borders of 
+ Country at the River Euphrates, vhere Hadadezer, King of Zvbah, 


meets him at the Head of a mighty Army, which David bravely in- 


. | gages, and ſoon routs, taking ſeventeen hundred of his Horſe, and twenty __ il! 
: thouſand Foot; out of the Horſe he reſerv'd only enough for an hundred C || 
Chariots, and hamſtring'd the reſt, The Syrians about Damaſcus hear- 5 | | 
0 ing how ill it had fared with Hadadezer, came to his Aſſiſtance, but il [ 
were likewiſe defeated, loſing two and twenty thouſand Men; which Jill 

| Lok fo weaken'd them, that David put Garriſons where he pleas'd, and wh 

made the Syrians Tributaries to him. In his Return from Syria he in- Lis 

razed a great Army of Edomites, in a Place call'd the Valley of Salt, of 1 | 

whom he ſlew eightcen thouſand ; the reſt being forc'd to ſubmit, receiv d blk 
Garrifons of King David, and became Tributaries to him. | 1 


From this Expedition the victorious King return'd loaden with the Spoils 
of his Enemies, bringing abundance of Gold and Braſs with him, which, 
with the rich Preſents he receiv'd from the neighbouring Princes, he dedi- 
cated to the Service of the Lord. And now being grown famous for 
theſe Victories, he ſtruck a Terror into all about him; who ſend Preſents, 
and court his Alliance. Amongſt whom, 7%, King of Hamath, hearing 
of David's Succeſs: againſt Hadadeger, with whom he had been ingag'd 
in War, ſends his Son Joram to compliment him upon his Succeſs, with 
42 great Preſent of Plate. 3 | 35 

Haring thus ſubdued his Enemies, and procured Peace to his People, 
David begins to remember the former Kindneſs of his dear Friend and 
brother Jonathan; and inquiring whether there were any of Saul's Fa- 
mily left, to whom he might ſhew. Favour for Jonathan's Sake, Ziba, an 
eld Servant of Saul'8, aequainted him, that there was one Son of Jona- 
| or living, named Mephiboſheth, who was lame of his Feet. Bavid, 

ans of this Opportunity, to.zevive and preſerve the Memory of his dear 
"nd, ſends for Mephiboſh#h,' receives him courtcouſly, affures him of 
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Ba Gath This is cal, 2 Fam. 8. 1. Matbegummab, or the Briile of Bondage, becauſe it 
pt file CUUNITY IN Bondage. b 7 g N p ; 
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his Protection, reſtares his Grandfither 820% W Lands to hin: n 
particular Mark 6f his Eſteem, obliges Hit to eat at his Table .. 


boſheth receives the Royal Bounty with great Humility and Ref 

which David ſtill to make mote fecure to him, ' conſtitutes 270% 10 
Steward, who with his , fifteen Sons and twenty Servants manzvcg f. 
Eftate, .whilit Mephibe/heth dwelt at Eaſe in Jetufalem, and cat at e 


King's Table as one of his * Sons. 

About this Time King David hearing that his old + Friend NMelag 
King of Ammon was dead, and that his Son Hanun ſucceeded hirn . 75 
fully remembring the Civilities of the Father, ſends an Ambaſcy of Cu. 
dolence to the Son, and congratulates his Acceſſion to the Crown. The 
Ambaſſadors arriving at the Ammoniti/h Court, the Princes of Ae pe. 


1 


ſuaded their King that David had not ſent his Ambaſſy out of any Rea 
to the Memory of the late King, or Honour to the preſent, but 4 i 
cover the Weakneſs of the Place, that he might invade it, 7am 1 
too eaſily led away by theſe officious Counſellors, for at their In ſtAỹH. 
treated the Ak Te mott vilely and inhoſpitably, ſhaving ©# or- 174 
of their & Beards, and cutting off their Garments in the Middle of thei 
Buttocks, and in that reproachful Manner ſent them away. Being in this 
ſcandalous Manner expos'd, they were aſham'd to return; of which Dy. 
vid having Intelligence, advis'd them to tarry about Jericho till they hal 
t recoyered their Diſgrace by the Growing of their Beards again; then 
teſenting this Violation of the Law of Nations, as becarn i gre 4 
Prince, he ſent an Army, under the Command of Joab, to call the in. 
hoſpitable Ammonites to an Account: Which they expecting, had pro- 
vided againſt, for beſides their own Forces, they had provided three and 


. 


*& 


o 


2 Sons. David had many Sons; for whilſt 
he was at Hebron he had Six, and after he 


came to Feruſalem he had thirteen. by his 


Wives, beſides thoſe he had by his Concubines. 
+ Friend, It is very probable that Nahaſs: 
| Zing of Ammon had ſhewed ſome Kindneſs to 


David in the Time of his Troubles under Saul, 
o' there is no particular Mention of it in the 


3 
A 
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95 IS Boarh. This Aﬀront was as ignominous 
s could be invented by the Malice of Man in 


thoſe Countries; for Decalvation, or leaving 
any. Part where Hair grew, bald, . was one 


4xeat Offence; then the. cuiting off. half the 


the Jewiſh Law, not to have ar 


Beards. 


Beard (which made them very ricicuious! v3 
a great Addition to the Afffont, Wee 0 


were in great Veneration and Efleen Vut''e 
worſt and moſtimmodeſt of all was the cutting 
off half their Robe or Veſt; whereby der 
\ Nakedneſs was expoſed, for the Heort LU 


did not wear Breeches, only the F. 
+ Recovered, It was an Eft went a 
i418 
Head or Beard ſhaved. Leit. : 
therefore the Ammonites, vw ho wes Nahe Us 
to the Hebrews, knew they Could not off g 
greater Affront to them, than cuiting of tet 
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bey thouſand” Mercenaries of "the Syriaps, which lay incamped at ſome 
Diſtance in the Fields, whilſt the. Ammonites la y before their own City. 
e obſerving this Diſpoſition of their Armies, divided his into two 
dies, one of which, compos'd of choice Men, himſelf led againſt the 
Mercenaries, leaving the reſt with his Brother Ab:/þat, to watch the Mo- 
Lion of the Animonites, agreeing to relieve each other 18 Occaſion ſhould 
require. Then Foab encouraging his Men, made a briſk. Charge upon 
th: 51770715, and ſoon routed them; which the Ammonites: perceiving, 
they were ſo diſcoitfag'd, that they . fled into the City. Joa having 
this obtain'd an eaſy Victory, return'd in Triumph to Jeriſalem: 
Where he had not been long before the News came, that the Syrians had 
wcd a great Army, to which Hadadeger had added the Syrian Troops 
Joerond the River; all which were to rendezvous at Helam, under the 
command of Shobach, King Hadagevor's General. King David hearing 
this, uniting all his Forces, marches in Perſon with them to Helam, where 
lh: inds the Enemy ready to receive and give him Battle. The Armies 
lin-zoe, and. David ſoon put the Syrians to the Rout, who loſt their Ge- 
eral $hobach, and about ſeven and forty thouſand of their Men. The 
retty Kings who were Tributaries to Hadadeger, finding it in vain to 
oppoſe the conquering Sword of Hrael, quitted Hadadezer's Intereſt, and 
abmitted to David, who reſolving to. chaſtiſe the inſolent Ammonttes 
jet more ſharply, ſent Joab next Campaign with a gallant Army againſt 
bem ; who having ravaged the Country, and put the Ammonites to the 
word, where-ever- he could come at them, at laſt laid Siege to Rabbab, 
the Metropolis of the Ammonit e. EP on OR? anars oa 
Hicherto David's Affairs went on in an interrupted Series of Succeſs, . 
wa Victory declares on his Side wliere-ever he turns his Arms, But at 
kt, unhappy Prince! He becomes his own Enemy; for indulging him- 
kit in Eaſe and Luxury, the Bane and Ruſt of the Mind, he inſenſibly 
pres Way to looſe Defires, which captivate his Reaſon, and betray him 
o the perpetrating of the vile Acts of Adultery and Murder, it happen'd, 
that having taken his Repoſe one Afternoon on his Couch, (as it was the 


[Cſtom for great Perſons in thoſe hot Countries to do) he walk'd upon 7 


the Roof of the Houſe for the Benefit of the cool Air; where among 
the Variety of Objects that preſented themſelves: to his wandering Eye, 
[flat of a beautiful Woman bathing in her Garden unhappily enſnaf d him. 
The unguarded King ſees, and is undone, and growing impatient With 


lie of injoying the forbidden Beauty, he inquires who ſhe was, and is 
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2 Sacrifice to his Wife 8. And his Prinee's Luft, tho cloak their Adultery 
with Murder. | 


inform'd that Wien Bathſbeba, the Dinghtes of Ammiel, and Wis 
Uriah the * Hittite, an Officer an his * under oat, now i< 
Siege of Rabbab. 

Tho' Uriah was bravely hazarding his Life for the Ferie of his King, 
David ungenerouſly attacks him in his weakeſt Part, his Wi. . who 
dazled with the Glories of a Court, and Royal Favour, giv«: he ſelf 
willing Prey to his unlawful Imbraces, David, the better to ck 
this adulterous Act, ſends Bathſbheba home to her own Houle, who fa 
acquaints him that ſhe is with Child. The King now begins 10 fear the 
Shame of his Wantonneſs, and therefore to hide it, bids Job tend trig 
to him, as if he had ſome particular Buſineſs with him. Davy Dehp 
in this was, that Uriah ſhould lie with his Wife, and fo the Child, when 
it ſhould be born, ſhould paſs for his. But God herein difppoin ted! lin, 
intending to make an Example of him. For when aid had ad aſe 
Uriah ſeveral Queſtions relating to the Siege, in ſeeming K indnets he bit 
dim go to his Houſe and refreſn himſelf after his Journey; and, ſu proſin 
he had done fo, he ſent a Preſent of Meat after him. Bui tho Uridh 
took Leave of the King, he went not Home, but flept i: the > Guard 
room. Which when David next Morning underſtood, and aſting him 
why he did not go Home, Uriah told him, ** That ſince ihe Ark, wit 
« Tfrael and Judab abode-in "Tents, and that his Lord Genera! ae 5 wich 
« the reſt of the King's Servants were incamped in the open Fields, he 
« would not indulge himſelf ſo far, as to go to his lou, to cat 1 and 
e drink, and lie with his Wife.“ David being thus ditzppointcd uit 
another Way, and entertaining him at his-own Table, fo ply d him with 
Liquor, that he made him drunk, hoping then he would a0 ome to his] 
Wife. But David was ſtill defeated, for riab Hlept that Niglit in the 
Guard- room; 'wherefore reſolving to make ſhort Work of-it, he dini 
poor Uriah with a Commiffion for his own Death to Foab ; whe accord: 
ing to the King's Inſtructiens, poſted Uriah in the moſt dangerous Pad 
of Action, where being deſerted, he was expos d to the Eneug 1: 
rows, which ſoon diſpatch'd him. Thus the innocent brave Uri dir 


10 
* 2 "Uriah, het: an Hittite by Nation, was i to ihe Je 2 Relyjon, 20d b 
£27140; with this J/raeliriſb Won, lived in Jeruſalem. | My 
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Bathſheba hearing of | her Huſband's Death, made a formal Mourning 

gor him: but her hypocritical Tears are ſoon wiped off, for David ſends 

ſor her to his Palace, and declares her his Wife. And now Joab havin 


wid cloſe Siege to Rabbah, preſs d the Inhabitants ſo hard, that by Aſſault 
he ſeized the Water-works, which ſupply'd the Place: And having them 


now at his Mercy, he difpatch'd away a Meſſenger to acquaint David 


tat he had fo ſtraitned the Town, that they could not long ſubſiſt. Joab 
thus declining the Honour of taking the Town, David, with a Rein- 
forcement, comes to crown the Victory, and entering with great Fury, 
ve no Quarter to the Inhabitants, plundering the Place, and carrying 
off all the Spoil. And thus he ſerved the other Cities of the Ammonites; 
after which he returned in Triumph to Jeruſalem. 
But theſe Succeſſes cannot obliterate David's late Crimes; for tho' he 
might, with Impunity from humane Juſtice, think to indulge himſelf in 


with the Diſhonour and Blood of her Huſband ; yet the all-ſceing Eye 


thargy, and makes him unwittingly his own Judge. This the Lord did 
by his Prophet Nathan, who propoſed to David the following Parable, 


| © {iid Nathan, two Men in one City, the one rich, and the other poor. 
© The rich abounded in all Manner of Plenty; but the poor Man lived 
« by the mere Providence of God, his whole Stock conſiſting of but one 


* the rich Man being 
„poor Man's Lamb, and dreſs'd it to entertain his Gueſt,” Dawid, in- 


| Offender, _ © As the Lord liveth, the Man that has done this Thing de- 
ſerves to die. And he ſhall reftore the Lamb four- fold, becauſe he 
| © did this Thing, and had no Pity.” David not thinking he had pro- 


* Min : Hear then what the Lord hath determined againſt Thee: J 
© anointed Thee King over T/racl; I delivered Thee from Sail, and gave 
© Thee his Kingdom, with all that Thou .couldſt déſire, Why. then 
" haſt thou deſpiſed the Commandment of the Lord, in contriving the 
Death of Urtab, and taking his Wife? For this the Sword ſhall not 
depart from thy Houſe fo long as thou liveſt : And becauſe thou, Haft 

© taken 
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the Arms of his beautiful Bathſbeba, whom he had brought to his Bed 


of the great Judge of the World rouzes him out of his adulterous Le- 


ind demanded Juſtice of him for a poor oppreſſed Man. * There were, 


„poor Ewe-Lamb, which he fondled as his Child. It happened, that 
viſited by a Friend, he -fent and took awhy the 


cens'd at the Barbarity of the Fact, in a Rage: pailes this Sentence on the 


nounced Sentence againſt himſelf, the Prophet tells him, Thou art the 
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e taken the Wife of Uriah) bebold 1 will *-fuffer an Afition „ 
_ *« againſt Thee out of thine gwn Houſe, and I will ſuffer th 

be taken from Thee before thine Eyes; I will even ſuffer th 
ken by thy Domeſtick, and he ſhall lie with them before the 

7b the Sun. For tho? thou didſt ſin ſecretly, J will do this 
+ All 1/-ael in the moſt open Manner.“ David never oſſe 
himſelf, but made a ſhort and full Confeſſion, ſaying, 
„ gainſt the Lord.“ Upon which God transfers the Sentence of D 
which David had pronounced againſt himſelf, from him to the (hy 


a. 


by the + 
able) becauſe the Lord had 
and give Peace to. Iſrael. 55 . 
Gad had before transferr'd the Sentence of Death from David to the 
Child which was born of the adulterous Congreſs ; but the $ Curſc of the 
Sword was not yet compleated in his Family, which two ivon tell out, 
to the great Diſquiet of David, and, ſoon after, of the whole Kingdon 
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the Prophet telling him, “ That he ſhould not die, but the Child h. 
.«<. ſhould have by Bazb/hzba ſliould not live.“ Which accordins!y fel 
for ſoon after the Infant was born, it fell fick ; and tho' David wa 

and faſted to incline the Lord to Mercy, it died the ſeventh Day, Which 

David hearing, he forbore Mourning, ſaying, Why ſhould ! a4 wy 
ſelf for the Death of the Child? I cannot bring him back gain; I fh 
g0 to him, but he will not return to me.” Then dreſſing lim{lf he 
went into the Houſe: of the Lord and worthip 0 | 
turn'd to his Palace, and refreſh'd himſelf, and converſing with his Wit 
Bath ſbeba, ſhe conceived with Child, and bare him another Son, whom 
expreſs Command of God he named Solomon, (that is, Peace. 
promiſed, that he ſhould be a Man of Rf 
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Thing befor 
1 - 5 50 excuſe 
© have Unned 4. 


ped: After which he t. 


nil 
0 be ta. 


Face of 


cath, 


Out; 


of Iſrael. David had many Sons, yet but one Daughter that wc read of, 
whoſe Name was Tamar, Siſter to Abſalom, his third Son, whom he hd 


* Suffer. Our Tranflations of 2 Sam. 12. 
11, runs thus: will raiſe up Evil again 
thee out of thine own Houſe, and will take thy 
ves hefore thine Eyes, and give them unto 

 . thy Neighbour, and he fhall lie with thy Wives | 
in the Sight of the Sun. This inade Calvin God the active Author of the Evils wi! 
ſay, Inft. l. 1. c. 18. that the Inceſt of Am- 
"nn was the Work of God. But the Verbs 
here uſed, ſignify only a Permiſſion of the 
Things ſpoken of, and not an Action; and 
_ "the Word, which is tranflated Evil, ſignifies 
an Affliftion or Misfortune hete, and in many 


& 4 


other Places of Scripture: So that if we tran 
ſlate it, I will fuffer an Hſliclion, Ye. tbet 
Expreſſions would give no Occaſion of Sc. 
fing to Atheiſts and Libertines, who, from ihe 
Mifinterpretation of the Text, would mate 


befal Mankind, which is contrary to bis Ate 
tributes of Juſtice, Goodneſs, ©. be on, 
permitting Misfortunes to pundh 1s. 

+ Expreſs, See 1 Chron. 22. 5. 
| 5 Curſe, | See 2 Sam, 12. 10, Its | 


by 
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by Maacha, the Daughter of Talmai, King of Geſhur* This Tamar was 
Virgin of admirable Beauty, with which 5 Amon, David's eldeſt Son, 
was fo captivated, that he pined away. thro! a || hopeleſs Dehire of obtain- 
og her. Tbis Alteration in Anon was ſoon diſcover'd by his Friends, 
but by none ſo much as Jonadab, his intimate Friend, and Couſin * Ger- 


man; 


bim, he was in Love with his Siſter Tamar. Fonadab, who was a Man 
wy 


of Intrigue, ſoon put the Prince into a Way to gain his End; for advi- 


ing Ammon to pretend himſelf ſick, he knew his Father's Tenderneſs 
would invite him to viſit him; and then inſtructing him how to manage 
himſelf, he adviſed him to requeſt the Favour of his Siſter Tamar to or- 
der his Diet for him, and, to humour the peeviſh Appetite, that ſhe 
might bring it to him. David, like a fond Parent, indulges his Son, and 


conſents that Tamer ſhould oblige him, not ſuſpecting the fatal Conſe- 


quence, Innocent Tamar obeys, and came attended, as became her State, 


with a Collation, which ſhe thought might tempt him to eat; but, Au- 


Oo * O - > 
n fulleniy refus'd it, till the Company was withdrawn; when, taking 


the Opportunity of their Abſence, he rudely feiz'd her, and demanded 


Enjoyment of her. The poor frighted Princeſs expoſtulates with him the 
Folly and Scandal of his wicked Deſire, and begs him to deſiſt ; But in 


yan, for Amnon's Luſt burns with ſuch irreſiſtible Fire, that nothing 
now can oppoſe it, and the Royal Maid becomes a Sacrifice to his law- 


| Imbraces. Having thus obtain'd his End of the unhappy Tamar, 
his furious Paſſion turns to an Extremity of Coldneſs and Diſlike, in which 
churliſn Humour he bids her be gone; 


Man the Baſeneſs of this additional Unkindneſs, he calls to his Servants, 
ad commands them to turn her out of his Appartment. 


Tamar afflicts herſelf with the moſt pungent Sorrow, tearing her Robes, 


end ſhewing all the Expreſſions of a moſt extravagant Grief. In which 
ſtrated Condition ſhe repairs to her Brother Ab/alom, to whom ſhe 


cated the whole Tranſactions of the Rape. Abſalom, tho a Prince of 
| baughty Spirit, and impatient of Wrong, was forced to conceal his Re- 
kutment, and advis'd his injur'd Siſter to do the ſame ; telling her, That 


conlidering Aumon was their. eldeſt Brother, and Heir apparent hither- 


| Annen. He was the King's eldeſt Son, Houſe (as the Manner of breeding the Jewish 
"om he had by his Wiſe 4bineazt, the Jex - Damſels- was) that Amnon, tho' her Brother, 


ß. knew not how to come at her. | 
| Hepelefs, She being a Virgin of the Blood Ger man. Jonadab was 8on of Shimeah, 
Jail was ſo carefully kept within the. King's the. Brotber of Dai. 
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who being very ſolicitous to know the Cauſe, Amon plainly tells 
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but ſhe arguing with this brutiſh 
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to to the King, it was unlikely ſhe ſhould have Juſtice done her on hin 
and therefore he advis'd her to bear it as patiently as ſhe could, and tus 
with him. She takes his Advice, and Ab/alom, to take off all Sus 10 
of Malice in him for this Affront to his Siſter, never took the ba Ne 
tice of it to Amnon; but when the King heard of it he was ve : 


with Amon ; tho' there is no Mention of any Puniſhment in 15 
ß. OTE e . — 
Abſalom's Revenge had lain burning in his Breaſt two Years, het 
it burſt into a Flame ; which he executes upon the Occaſion of Sher n 
ſhearing ; for that being a Time of great Mirth and Jollity in thoſe Cour. 4 
tries, he invites his Friends and Relations to an Entertainment, and to g. b 
lour the Matter the better, he pretends to be very preſſing to have 4» 
King's Company, who being unwilling to put him to fo great Expenc Us 


declin'd his Invitation, but wiſh'd him well. This anfwer'd 4/14, 
End, who told the King, ſince he would not honour him with his Pre. 
ſence, he hoped he ſhould have his Brother Amnon's Company; to which 
David conſented, and all the King's Sons went with him to his Cout- 
try-Seat at Hazor. Ds oe ge, | = 
Abſalom had prepared his Servants to execute his bloody Purpy/ 
charging them, upon the Signal he ſhould give, to fall upon Ane and 
diſpatch him, aſſuring them of Indemnity. Accordingly when Anz 
was far ingaged in Wine, they ſet upon him and kill'd him: Which pat 
the reſt of the Princes in ſuch a Conſternation, that they mae the bet 
of their Way from the Houſe, expecting the ſame Fate. But notwith- 
ſanding their haſty Flight, the News of Amnon's Murder was got th 
Court before their Arrival there, and the King concluded that Ahn 
had murder'd all his Brothers: Which threw him into the c:cateſt Grief 
and Deſpair : But 'Fonadab, to mitigate His Sorrow, aſſured him, that 
only Amnon was ſlain, and that his Death had been determin'd by Af. 
tom from the Time of the Rape of Tamar. Soon after the Prince: am. 
ved, and the King and they, with all the Court, wept and mourm d f 
Ammon. ON OT Onions, - 
Abſalbm, fearing his Father's Reſentment for the Murder vi bi bt 
ther Amnon, made his Eſcape to his Mother's Father Talmai, King df 
Geſbur; where he lived a voluntary Exile three Years. In which Time 
David's Grief for the Death of Amin abating, and his Reſentment e 


gainſt Ab/alom beginning to cool, natural Affection return's, and he in- | 
clined to recal Abſalom. Which Joab obſerving, he improv'd by a ut 


ning 


ook VI. of the HO LT BIBLE 299 


no” Artifice in this Manner. He hir'd a certain Woman to pretend her- 


cf 1 Mourner for the Death of one. Son flain by another, and that ſhe 


ould go to the King, and complain, that her Relations demanded the 
© rviving Son to be delivered up to Juſtice for the Murder of his Brother, 
by which ſhe ſhould be deprived: of her only Child, and her dead Huſ- 
bind's Name would be extinct. The Woman obſerv'd her Inſtructions, 
ind addreſs'd herſelf ſo artfully to the King, that he gave her a fair 
Hearing, and promis'd he would take Care of the Buſineſs. But this be- 
ing too general, would not anſwer the End; ſhe therefore demanded 
protection of the King for her Son againſt the Proſecutors. Upon which 
he promis d her no Body ſhould moleſt him. But the Woman preſſing 


fr a Pardon for her Son, the King, to put an End to her Importunity, 
told her © As the Lord liveth, there ſhall not one Hair of thy Son fall 


« to the Earth.” The Woman having carried her Point, declared her 


Deſign; and that under this Pretence ſhe- had pleaded the Cauſe of his 
Son Abjatom, whoſe Abſence the People lamented, and deſir'd that he 


might be recall'd from Baniſhment. The King thus over-reach'd, and 
ſulpecting Joab to have a Hand in the Contrivance, aſk'd the Woman 
whether it were not ſo? She frankly confeſſed the Matter, and that Foab 


had inſtructed her what ſhe ſhould fay. Upon which the King calling 


for Foab, told him he had granted Ab/alon's Pardon, and bid him bring 
him Home; but with this Reſtriction, that he ſhould go to his own 


| Houſe, but not come to Court. This Reſtraint - was uneaſy to Abſalom's. 


roving Mind; therefore he ſent for Joab, with a Deſign to get him to 


| intercede to the King for his Inlargement ; but oa not coming, Ab/a- 


lm reſolves by a Trick to fetch him, ordering his Servants to ſet Fire to 
a Field of Barly of Joab's, which border'd upon his. The Servants o- 
bey, and Joab in a great Rage comes and expoltulates the Cafe with Ab- 


falm for ſo unkind and unneighbourly an Act, to one who had been fo 


lerviceable to him. Abſalom told him, it was becauſe he could not other- 
wiſe come to the Speech of him: And that his Buſineſs with him was, 
to intercede with the King that he might be admitted into his Preſence : 
and then, if the King ſhould think him worthy of Death, let him uſe 
his Pleaſure, for he had rather die than live under this Confinement. 
foab once more undertakes Ab/alem's Cauſe, and repreſents it to the King 
o ſucceſsfully, that he obtains Leave for him to come to Court; where 


being introduced, he proſtrates himſelf before the King his Father, and is. 


ev'd with a Kiſs ; a Token of Forgiveneſs and royal Favour, 
Nos,” . oigndy gp eines d ee 01-06 em 
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_ _ Abſalim thus reſtor d, makes an ill Uſe of the King his Pate. 
Goodneſs, aud takes all Opportunities of ingratiating himſelf wich th 
People; to whoſe Favour the. Advantages of Birth and Nature did 1 


a little recommend him. For his elder Brother Ammnon boiug dead he 
i 


now ſeems to be the“ eldeſt Son; which being ſeconded by ay incon. 
parable Shape and Beauty, and a familiar, fawning Addreſs, he 5, nk. 


nuated himſelf into the good Will of the People, that they were ready; 
_ adore him. Abſalom ſeeing their Inclinations'to him, takes Care 10 iS: 
no Occaſion of improving them: For he put himſelf into a orcas; E. 
quipage than + uſual, providing himſelf a Chariot and Horſes, 41 
fifty running Footmen : And yet would he ſtoop from his Grandeyr 1, 
falute and oblige the Meaneſt of the Mob; for he would watch every 
Morning at the Palace-Gate, and offer to ſollicite any Man's Buſineſs, aug 
treat them with ſuch Familiarity, as if they had been his Equals. Ther 
to make his Father's Government contemptible, he would with ; Sigh 
bemoan the Neglect of his Miniſters ; and to inſinuate what great Thin 
be would do, were he in Power, he would add, © Were Ia Jud; 1 | 
« would do every Man Juſtice,” . 2M 

By theſe vile Arts he robb'd his Father of the Duty and Affection of 
the People, and ſtole their Hearts. And now thinking his Intercit firong 
enough, he unnaturally plots his Father's Ruin; which he thus index. 
vours to accompliſh. He begs Leave of his Father to go to Hebr1n, 0 
pay a Vow which he had vow'd to the Lord, when he was in Exile, 
« That if the Lord would bring him back to Feruſalem, he would of 
fer a Peace-Offering to him.” The good King, not ſuſpecting his Son's 
Treachery, conſented, and with'd him & a good Journey. 


Ambitious 


Eli. Though ham was David's all, reign'd ſeveral Years after this. Tc 
third Son, in the Order of his Birth, Amnon lius reads it before, inſtead of after, [ante fen 
by Abinoam, and Chileah by Abigail, being el- guadraginta annorum ; Before the End offer 
der than he, 2 Sam. 3. 2, 3. yet he now ty, Years: ] But I doubt he makes too 00. 
ſeems to be the eldeſt Son; Amnon being with the Text. For thoſe that init upon 

ſlain, and Chiivab ſuppoſed to be dead before. forty Years, it is more likely, that ihoſe for 
I al. Whereas the King's Sons uſed ty Years ſhould commence from the Time 
to ride on Mules; See 2 Sam. 23. 29. of Abjalom's Birth; and fo denote bis Age: 

58 A gend, &c. This is faid in the Text, And then the Senſe will be, T hat he 02s fore 
2 Sam. 15. 7. to be after forty Years; but ty Years old when he plotted apainſt his Fa- 
from whence to compute them is not plain. ther. But, from better Authority, a5 f ö, 
They who would date theſe forty Years from ther Places, ſo in this, there is an Error crept 
the Beginning of Davis's Reign, are far out; into the Text, which ſeveral learned Men have 
for David, who reigned but forty Years in thought ſhould be rectified, and that the = 
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Ambitious Abſalom, having thus gain'd his Father's Leave, ſets for- 


ward well attended to Hebron, for he had taken with him two Hundred 
choice Men, but acquainted them not with his Deſign, and now being 


arriv'd at Hebron, he gives Birth to his Conſpiracy, ſending his Agen's 


among all the Tribes, to ſound the Inclinations of the chief Men of I 
,; and to direct all that they could gain to his Faction, to be ready 
\t the Sound of Trumpet to acknowledge him King: And to ſecure 
vimſelf of an able Stateſman, Abjalom invites Achitophel, a politick Man, 
and one of David's Counſellors, to his Intereſt, who ſides with the Fac- 
tion at Hebron. | vo, | N 
David had early Notice of this unnatural Rebellion, and the general 

Pefection of his Subjects to his ungracious Son, and looking on himſelf 
in great danger at Feruſalem, he march'd from thence attended only with 


| ix Hundred Men, leaving his Concubines behind to take Care of his 


Houſe, Among thoſe faithful Loyaliſts that follow'd the King, was ho- 
act Ital the Gittite; with whom the King could not prevail to leave 
him; for he having fled to David for Protection, was reſolv'd to run the 
Riſque of his Fortune in Life or Death. Hai therefore with his Fami- 
ly paſſing the Brook Karon, the King with his Party follow'd, and they 
march'd in a mournful. Condition towards the Wilderneſs. Zadoꝶ and 


kn, prepared to follow him, taking the Levites, and the Ark of the Co- 
venant with them. But Dauud adviſed them to return, and carry back 
| the Ark with them; For, ſaid he; if the Lord intend me Mercy, he 
„will reitore me; but if he have otherwiſe determin'd, I ſubmit.” Be- 


City, where his Character would protect him from any Violence the 


the Top of which he made a Halt, and there worſhipped” God. 


Cite came to him with all the Tokens of Sorrow, to ſee his Royal Maſ- 
ler in this Diſtreſs, declaring he would ſhare his Fortune, whatever ſhould 


Years here. mentioned maſt be reduced to four e. from his Reconciliation with his 
ag only, which are. to be reckoned from 
* tit? of. Abſalorp's Re-eſtabiiſhment in ed Leave to g0 and pay bis Vow. 


| 4b/athor the Prieſts hearing that the King was reſolved to leave Feruſa- 


des, he told Zadok he might do him great Service by tarrying in the 
Uſurper might offer, and he might give him Intelligence how. Matters 
went wich the Faction. Upon which Zadoæ and Abiathar return'd with 
the Ark, and David went forward by the Aſcent of Mount Olivet, at 


Whilſt he was here; his old Friend and Counſellor Hu/hat the Ar- 


uppen. But David willing to make the beſt Advantage of ſo uſeful a 


ather David, to the Time in which he aſk- 


Man, 
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from him. And to encourage Huſbai to this Undertaking, he tell; hin 


jamin, where he was very rudely accoſted by a ſawcy Rebel nam © 9/4. 


_ perſonal Sufferer, in the Fall of Sau!'s Fami- David, and thought now be might vent de 
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Man,  advis'd him ſeemingly to ſide with the Faction, that he might 
feat the Intrigue and Cunning of Achitophel, of whoſe Abilitic; Dan 
being well apprized, he thought he had moſt Reaſon to expect Da 


that Zadok' and Abiathur were entirely in his Intereſt, and that by the 
two. Sons he might communicate any Thing of Moment to him. Hy 
ſbai being always ready to ſerve the King, readily, obey'd, and return 
to Jeruſalem before Abjalom arrived. But David went forward 20d in 
his Way was met by the perfidious Ziba, whom David had lately made 
Steward to Mephiboſheth, his Friend Fonathan's* Son. He brinęine! 
Refreſhment of Bread, Fruits and Wine, David afk'd' him, where * 
Maſter was, expecting that he above all Men, in Point of Grain 
would have kept firm in his Intereſt : But falſe Z:ba told him, he wi 
in Jeruſalem, and hoped to be reſtor'd to his Father's Kingdom. Ti, 
too credulous King, believing this treacherous Sycophant, paſs'd a haſty 
Sentence on the innocent Mephrboſheth, giving Ziba all his Efe. 

After this David march'd to Bahurim, a City in the Tribe of 74. 


mei, of the Family of Saul, who walking on the Side of u Hil! cer. 
gainſt David, was eaſily heard to ſay, Come out, Come out, Tha! 
* bloody Man, Thou Man of Belial. The Lord hath returned uy 
Thee all the Blood of the Houſe of Saul, and hath deliver d the Kinr. 
« dom into the Hand of thy Son Ab/alom, and Thou art taken in th 
* Miſchief.” Thus he went on curſing and railing, and with his fac! 
legious Hand threw Duſt and Stones at the King. Abiſtai was lo hun- 
tient at this Infolence, that he had deſir'd Leave of the King © take cf 
his Head: But David, conſcious to himſelf of his own Guilt in the Cate 
of Uriah, and of God's Judgment denounc'd againſt him for it, tay and 
acknowledged the juſt Hand of the Almighty in all this; and theretore 
would not permit Abiſhat to revenge him on Shimez. | 

David and his Company being fatigu'd, enter Baburim, d reel 
themſelves. About which Time Abſalom, with his Gang of Rebels, cn 
to FJeruſalem Where Huſhat preſents hunſelf to Abſalom, and offers tus 
Service. Abſalom, knowing Huſhat to have been an intimate Friend and 


* 5 


. | ; : Wa 8 5 * J 2 1 on ; I n 1 *. ; i 2 1 
+ Shimei, Whether this Man had been a bad conceiv'd ſome very g'e t Offence a6 


ly, or what elſe had exaſperated him againſt Malice with Impunity. 
David, doth not appear. But it - ſeems, he 1 33 


1 


Counſel- 
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ſellor to his Father, banters him about deſerting his Friend; which 


; 125 cunningly enough excus d, and anſwer'd ſo artfully to Abſalom's 


dneftions, that he receives him as a faithful Friend, and admits him into 
[> Council. And now Abſalom, unwilling to loſe Time, calls a Council, 
ng aſks what is moſt expedient to be done? Achitophel, who held the 
t Place in Ab/alom's Eſteem, ſpeaks firſt : And he, fearing a Recon- 
tion between the Father and the Son, reſolves to make the Breach fo 
ide between them, that there ſhould be no Room left for an Accom- 
modation, and therefore advis'd Abſalom to lie with his Father's Concu- 
nes; alledging, that when all ae! ſhould hear how much by that Act 
\» had incenſed his Father, they would deſpair of Pardon, and ſtick the 
oer to him, The next Thing Acbitophel advis'd was, to take twelve 
thouſand choice Men, and purſue David that Night, and fall ſuddenly 
bon his Guard, who muſt be quite fatigued, and in no Poſture of De- 
ice, aſſuring him, they might eaſily defeat them, and take the King. 
| {b/alom liked both theſe Propoſals, the firſt of which he did execute, 
but he would conſult Hufſba!, before he ingag'd in the latter; which, if 
they had done, muſt have been of fatal Conſequence to David; for A. 
| litophe! was right in his Conjecture. Hufhar being call'd in, and hear- 
ug what had been propos'd, to take off all Suſpicion, did not commend 
dor flight Achitophel's laft Propoſition, but thought it not expedient at 
Wihi: Time for, ſaid he, We all know David and his Men are very 
E brave, and at this Time deſperate ; and if they ſhould happen to worſt 
* the Party fent againſt them, it would be a very inauſpicious Begin- 
F ring,” Therefore it was his Advice that they ſhould arm the whole 
Kingdom, and then they might fall upon tym when they pleaſed, or 
ive him out. Abſalom and the reſt, except Achitapbel, are of Huſha!'s 
Opinion: Upon which Achitophel finding his Advice ſlighted, and, per- 
haps toreſeeing by AbJalom's feeble Conduct, Things were not likely to 
hicceed, without any Ceremony mounts his Ats, and got him Home, 
Where having ſettled his Houſhold Affairs, he ſoon after died of * Grief, 
 Hufha? haying thus wiſely diverted the Storm that threaten'd David, 
Watches away Jonathan and Ahimaasz, the two Prieſts Sons, with an 
* Grief, Some of the moſt learned Fewih 27, F. makes uſe of in Speaking of the Death, 
Doctors arm, that Achitaphel did not hang ot Judas. Beſides, all that Salmaſius has col- 
Annſeſf, but that he was ſtifled with Grief; lected from the Cree“ Authors, to prove, that 
And, it ſeerns, that the Septuagint did not the Get Word Apegxato ſignifies to hang, 
Nik that the original Word fignified any proves much rather that it fipnifies to die of. 
> ele, fince they tranſlate it by the ſame Grief, as ſeveral learned Men, have ſhewn, | 
end here, 2 8am. 17. 23. which St. Matt, p Welpe Goto oP Magee 
40 7 Account 
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 Aecount of all that had paſs d ; adviſing David to paſs the F 
knowing but Aalen might change his Mind, and revive Achitz be 
Adviegof purſuing him. The young Men being diſcover'd on the W. 

by ſorne of Abjatom's. Party, hid themſelves in a Well till rho that 
ſued them return'd. Being comie to the King, they deliver da thei; M g 
ſage, Who follow'd the: Advice, aud at Break of Day decamping, wy 
the Jordan. Then marching a 05 an, 


dan; » "ot 


to: * Mabanaim, he there made 
whither reſorted t6 him Shobi, Machir, and Barzillas, Wich Variety ant 
Plenty of Proviſions to refreſh the King and his F riends But here the 
had not been long ere db/alom, having. raiſed; a great Army, yas; 1 
ee with it in purſuit of his Father, the Command: of w hich Army 
3 to vaſe, the Son of Ithra, who. bad married Jeu! abs Mother 
Klett 
David bearing that. bib Rebel Son had: raſſed. the Jordan, and incamy. 
4 ſo near that it was impoſſible to avoid a Battle, divided his Army nt 
three Bodies, giving the Command of the firſt to Joab, of the ſecond 
Ab;ſhat, and of the third to the faithful Gittite, Itai, , intending od 20 
in Perſon with them. But for their oven Sakes as well a8 his, they ole 
fwaded him; to which he conſented; being willing to pleaſe the Peoy ve 
at this Time, and unwilling to ingage in Perſon againſt his Son, for hin 
he ſtill had a Paternal. Tenderneſs, as appears by the ſtrict C Charge | de gave 
kis three Generals as: they- marched out of the City in the Hear inge 
the Soldiers, that for his Sake they ſhauld treat Abſalem well, 1 ö 
into their Hlands. | 
The two Armies being drawn. out, they | oin'd Battle in the W ood of 
F Ephraim, belonging ta the Tribe of Manaſſeb ; where, though 1 al 
Eikelihoad Alſalom's Army was ſuperior in Number to Daw” oi yet th 
Victory declared for David, whoſe loyal Troops kill'd of the Rebels upon 
the Spot twenty. thouſand Men: And daubtleſs more had fallen, had 5 
Abſalom been taken and ſlain. For he, to avoid his Father's Soldier . 
ding under the Boughs of a thick. Oak, his § Hair being very thick and 
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Mabanaim. This was a City in the Tribe 
of Gad, built in the Place where Jacob was 
met by the Angels ot God in his Return from- 
Tab an Gen, 32. 1 2 

+ Ephraim, So call'd here, becauſe, ay ſome. 
think,” the Epbraimies drove their Cattle over 
Jordan, to feed: them in this Wood. But o- 
thers, with more Probability, ſuppoſe it to be 
call'd the Wort of at _ the great 


* 
„ as os 


vt 


Slaughter which Fephthah had formerly inace 
of the Ephraimites in that Place, Sc Fg 12s 

Hair. His Head of Hair wi: of an her. 
dible Largeneſs; for when he ect 
his Hair (which he did that it might 007 ts 
too heavy for him) . we read 2 Jan 2 
that he weighed it at two hundred Shekel : 
the King's Weight, which of ddt Weizht 


four Pounds and two Ounces. 1 
a W Ing 
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4s o Intängled ameng "the Boughs, that, his Mule runnin 

duke Wande blen roger) nordilingage himſelf, but hung there Vetween 
a and” ugh: Jab being informed of this by a private Soldier, 
waned the Man for not killing him, who excuſed himſelf upon the 
King's Command given in the Hearing of the Army. Joab not regard- 
Fr David's Older, which he thought might become a Parent, but not 
A King, willing! to loſe no Time, takes three Darts in his Hard: and 
no to the Place where Abſalom hung, he thruſt them through him, an to 
webe ſure Work, he commanded ten of his Servants to ſmite him. Upon 
this Joab, to prevent further Effuſion of Blood, ſounded a Retreat, | 
which gave Abſalom” $ Party an Opportunity of returning to their own. 
Tomes. Then taking down Abſalom's Body, they threw it into a Pit in 
e Wood, and lald a great Heap of Stones upon him. And this was 
the End ot. { this ee Rebel, and graceleſs Son of the moſt eee 
ae 

ab diſpatches away Meſſengers with News of this Victory to Da- 
id, who ſat between. the two Gates of the City Mahanaim, in a doubt- 
fol Expect ctation of the Event of this Battle. The Watchman, who ſtood 
wer the Gate upon the Wall, gave Notice that he faw a ſingle Man run-. 
wag, © If he be * alone, fays: the King, he brings News.” But as 
the Meflenger drew. nearer, the Watchman diſcovering g who he was, gave 
I Notice that it was the faithful Abimaas: Upon which. David concluded 
be brought good News. As ſoon as Abimaasz came within Call, he cried 
Tout loud, © All is well.” Then coming to the King, he paid his Duty 
to him, and faid; „ Rleſſed be the Lord thy God, who hath deliver'd up 
' the Men that lifted their Hand againſt” my Lord the King.” The- 
King folicitous for his Sen, aſked: Adimaas whether the Prince was ſafe. 
But he unwilling ta be the Meflenger of ill News, told him, That when: 
foab difpateh'd him and Cuſhi away, he ſaw a great Tumult, but knew 
ot the Oceafion of it. He had no ſooner ſpoken but in came Cuſt, WHO 
old the whole Story 15 the Battle, and that Ab ſalom was ſlain, Upon 
ths the King withdrew to his Apartment, and in this mournful Ex- 


——— 


Gunction vented his Grief: O'my Son Abſalom, my Son, , my Son Abs. 


e. This way a Token that the Meſ- 4 Exclamation, It is pine that. nat only 
knger brought, good Tidings, and his Party. Patetnal Affection moved David ; but the 
Fele employed ip purſuit of the Enemy; for Senſe of his Son's Rebellion, and of the quick 
! his Party had been worſted, thofe that fled Juda ment of God upon him for it, raiſed Thy 


Ken have come in Crowds to the City for. ramen 10 lo nk a Pitch. 
e. 


\ 
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-* falom, would God I had died for Thee: O Abſalom, my Son 
Son l“ The King's exceſſive Grief for . Abſalom turn'd the Trium 
for this W into Mourning among the Soldiers, who came flentyi 
the City, as it they had been beaten by the Enemy, and fled. 1 g 
Man of more Courage than Compaſſion, obſerving this, and prefu, | 
upon his Service, went boldly to the King, and in a Manner more ne. 
ceflary than decent, rouzed the King from his Grief, and he appeared 
i 
publick to the great Satisfaction of his loyal Subjects, Who throng' d abu 
him, and congratulated his good Fortune. The Rebels too, having loft 
their Mock-King, return to their Duty, and ſtrive who ſhould be for. 
wardeſt to bring back the King; only the Tribe of Judab, which w 
the King's own Family, ſeem'd backward, or at leaſt indifferent, wlic 
ſo affected David, that he ſent to the two Prieſts, Zadok an Abiathe 
to put them in Mind of their Duty. And to ſoften Amaſa, who lod 
been Abſalom' s General, he bid them let him know that he was his nen 
Relation, and authorized them to give him Aſſurance that he would mak 
him * Captain-General of his Forces in the Room of J 
David, being glad of the Return of the People's Affection to hid, 
carried it ſo ob g y to all, that even the Men of Judab mel ted, in 
unanimoufly petition'd the King to return with his Family, and came t 
_ Grlgal to meet and conduct him over the Jondan. In this Nun we er Came 
that impudent Rebel Shimei, who before had curſed the King to his Fax, 
and threw himſelf at his Feet, begging Pardon ; which the Ki ng, unwil- 
ling to eclipſe the publick Joy by puniſhing any one, readily "oranted, 
giving him not only his Royal Word, but an Oath to aſſure him of hi 
Life. Among thoſe that came to congratulate the King upon his Return, 
was the perfidious Ziba, attended with his fifteen Sons and twenty vet 
wants, to wait upon David, and conduct him Home. As for Mei 
buſheth he tarried at Yeruſalm, where he had continued Monrning for th 
King's Abſence, and. being lame he was forced. to wait there til che King 
came ; for Bike had again impoſed upon his innocent Maſter, wi had 
order'd him to ſaddle his Aſs, that he might go to meet the King, hut he 
failed him. Upon which Mephiboſheth complained to .Dawid when he 
aſked him why he did not go with him when, he left Ferufalem : But 
Wy Captain, Wc, Though David concealed: his kihing Ablalom now, contrary to the Ling“ 
his Reſentment, as well as be could, yet Jab expreſs Command, when it was in his Pove! 
had by many. baſe Acts leflened himſe'f very to have ſaved bim, and in bis late doe Res 


much in David's Eſteem and Favour; as in pioof,, and fought T:eatwent-of the 108, 
_ vlurder of Abner fetmetly in coo! Blood; 
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doch he juſtified himſelf from the Calumny of Ziba, and the King 
mitted of his Excuſe, yet he too credulouſly inclined to favour the falſe 
ihe, making him a Partner with his Maſter. To which unjuſt Sentence 
pbiboſheth cheerfully ſubmitted, ſaying, Let him take all, fince I am 
« ſp happy to ſee my Lord the King return in Peace again to his Houſe,” 
Good old Bargillai hearing that the King was upon his Return to Je- 
ruſalem, tho loaded with Years, would come and pay his Duty to him, 
nd ſee him over the Jordan. Then offering to take his Leave of him, 
the King, in Recompence of his former Services, invited him to go 
with him to Feruſalem, and ſpend the reſt of his Days there; which 
B:r2://at modeſtly declining, told the King that he was now, by reaſon 
of his great Age, paſt the Pleaſures of a Court, and therefore deſir'd that 
he might Tetire to his own Eſtate, and ſpend the reſt of his Life in 
Quiet: But if his Majeſty pleaſed to beſtow any Favour on his Son Chim- 
lan, it would be the fame Obligation to him. The King conſents, and, 
kifing Barzi/lat, diſmiſſed him. „„ 
At this Time a Quarrel happen'd between the Men of I1/-ael and the 
Men of Judah, the former thinking the latter had too great a Share of 
the King's Favour, Which Miſunderitanding was ſoon improved by a 
{editions Fellow named Sheba, of the Tribe of Benjamin, who from 
hence took Occaſion to proclaim, © We have no Part in David, neither 
bare we any Inheritance in the Son of Tefſſe Every Man to his 
W © Tents, O Iſrael,” Upon which thoſe Malecontents of 1/-ae! deſerted 
David, and followed Sheba : But the Men of Fudah perſiſted in their 
Loyalty, and conducted him to Feruſalem; where calling for Amaſa, he 
commanded him to get the Army together in three Days, and give him 
an Account. But Amaſa exceeding the Time, David, to prevent any 
Miſcarriage his Delay might occaſion, ordered Abiſiai, with what Men 
he could get together at ſo ſhort Warning, to purſue after Sheba, and at- 
tack him, if he could, before he ſhould get into any Place of Strength. 
Miſtai takes his Brother Joab, and the Men under his Command with 
him, and when they were come to the Stone of Gibeon, Amaſa with the 
Army joined them, and took upon him the Command. This fo ſower'd 
ſcab, who was very malicious and revengeful, that he reſolves to put 
an End to * Amaſa's: Command and Life too; which he ſoon pertorm'd ; 
Be LET ; girding 


* Amaſa's. Foab, who was naturally of a one that had lately headed a rebellicus Army 
boch rd revengeſul Spitii, could not beat to againſt the King (though it is moſt likely his 
| ÞWd cif ſuperceded in his Command, 2nd 8 own Revenge was the chief Motive that put 
Nun B. XLI 4 M h m 
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gir his .Sv over his r- very careleſly, but defio 


within Sight of Amaſa, whom he was going to meet, and Keeping 
Sword drawn in his Hand, he went on ta falute. Amaſa wit 
Friendlineſs ; but as ſoon as he came within Reach of him, 


| Hearing, and the Woman handſomely addreſſed her ſelf to him, putting 


no Harm; but that they harbour'd a Rebel, one Sheba, whom he de- 


Book: vr 


| over | gnedly. 
Sword dropp'd out of the Scabbard. This he cauſed to happen AY 6, y 


h all Cemin 


x e e _ de took him 
by the Beard, and run him through the Body; upon which Ameſy 


dropp'd down dead; his Bowels coming out at the Wound. Joab left 5 
maſa wallowing in his Blood, and with Abiſbai purſued Sheby, 
Servant by Amaſals Corps to direct the People to follow him. 
Sheba: in his Flight had gathered ſome ſmall Force, but not ſufficient tg 
oppoſe the. King's Arms; and finding himſelf purſued, he, with h 
little: Army, got into-þ Abel, where: Joab beſieged him; an battering 
the Wall to make a Breach, a Woman of great Senſe and W iſdorn, fel 
ing that Joab would carry the Town by Storm, calling to the Befierer 
from the Wall, deſired to ſpeak: with the General: Joab came within 


leaving 1 


him in Mind, That by a long-Preſcription of Time it had been a Cuſtom 
drawn from the & Law of God to offer Peace when they came before 4 
Town ; which he had: neglected, and endeavour'd to take the Town, 
though the People had never offended; but were peaceable loyal Subjett 
to the King. Joab was ſtartled at this, and told her he meant the People 


manded; and if they would deliver him up, he would be gone. Upon 
this the Inhabitants meeting together; agreed to cut off Sheba's Head, 
and caſt it over the Wall, which they. did; and. Joab, founding a Re. | 
treat, retired to Jeruſalem. EEE, 5 

Theſe two Rebellions being thus quieted, David reforms his Court : 
Joab is again made Captain-General, Benaiab Captain of the Guards, 
Adoram Treaſurer, Feboſaphat Recorder, Sheva Secretary of State, Zach 
and Abzathar. Prieſts, and one. Ira, a. Jairite was principal Favourite to the } 


bim upon this baſe Act) which. undoubtedly 


was the Cauſe of this tragica! End of Amaſa. 
From hence therefore Princes may learn how 


cautious they ought to be in removing their 
Setvants, and that nothing but Merit ſhould 


be the Ground of their Promotiors. And 


ſrom Amaſa's Fate let Rebels learn to ſhun. the 


Reward, of their Treaſon; for, though Da- 
did had forgiven and promoted him to the chief 

Oommand of the Army, yet he did it for a po- 

18 | Os: 


ltick Reaſon, which did not in dhe Eye of God 
diſcharge - Amaſa's Giiit, who was dbb 
Rebel, and deſerved his Fate for flying in the 
Face of his King and Uncle, 

+, Abel. A City in the Tribe of Mandi, 
called, for Diſtinction Sake, Abel Berb10aiho), 
or the. Houſe of Maachab, trom 4Maacha, itt 
Wile of Machir. the Father of Gi/zad, 1 Ch, 
7. 15. | 
I: Law, See Deut. 20, 10. —_— 
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King. Divid bad an Army of three huridred thouſand Men, who did 
Duty in Proportion every Month, and were relieved by the ſucceeding 


| Part, till it came to their Turn again, which was once a Year, This was 
in Time of Peace; but in Time of War they were to be all in Readineſs 


» 


t ſerve, as Occifion ſhould require. 

While David had War with the Philiſtines, the Enemy's Army in- 
camping in the Valley of Rephaim, betwixt David's Camp and Betble- 
km, and vchere the Philiſtines had a Garriſon, David, being very thirſty, 
longed for Water out of the Well that was by the Gate of Bethlehem, und 


| 43d, «O that ſome Body would give me of that Water to drink.” Three 


of David's chief Captains hearing this, broke through the Phr/:/trnes 
Camp, and drawing Water out of the Well of Bethlehem, they brought 


it to David, who, when he heard with what Hazard it had been purchaſ- 


ed, would not drink it, but offered it to the Lord. 


| Towards the End of David's Reign there happen'd a ſevere Famine, 


which laſted for three Years. The long continuance of this Famine gave 


David Occaſion to think it did not proceed from any common Cauſe, but 
| from the immediate Hand of God. And therefore inquiring, of the Lord 


for what Reaſon the Land was vifited with this Plague, the Lord anſwer- 


ed, © It was for the Sin of Saul and his bloody Houſe, becauſe he flew - 


* the || Gibeonites.“ David finding out the Cauſe of the Famine, ſoon 


t Require. Of their Order and Courſe of 


ſerving, wum the Names of the principal Com- 
minders, ſee 1 Chron. 27. as likewiſe of the 
Names of the Heads of the Tribes, principal 


| Captains, and moſt renowned Warriors, with 


ef Account of ſome of their mcſt memo- 
tadie Exolvits in 2 Sam. 23. 1 Chron 11, 
| Gibernites, 2 Sam. 21;1. Theſe Gibes- 


| ates were not of the Children of Vrael, but 


the Remains of the Amoritet, who, upon 
}1ltud's taking Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, 
impoſed upon him and his Counfeilors, and 
cunningly drew the J/raelites into a League 


with them, which they confirmed by Oath, 


ind by that Meaps- faved their Lives. And 
though this League was fraudulently obtained, 
yet being {worn to before the Lord, it could 


no! be violated, And therefore Joſpua and the 


Frinces of iſrael, though they otherwiſe pu- 
niſhed the Gibeonites for deceiving them, yet 


ey. kept the League inyioadly with tem, 


and would not ſuffer the [/raelites to touch 
them. Neither was this League violated during 
the Adminiſtration of the Judges that ſucceeded 
2 for above three hundred Years, till 
auPs Time, who, it ſeems, in his Zeal for 
the Child:en of Iſrael and Judah flew the poor 
Gibeonites ; though when, where, how, or 
why, this. Slaughter was committed, is not 


particularly ſet down in Scripture, ſo faras 1 


can find. Nor was this a general Slaughter, 


For David had Recoutſe to ſome Gibtonites to 


offer them Satisfaction, which ſhews they re- 
mained a People. But Saul by killing ſome of 


them had broken the. League, and vialated. the 


Oath, for which divine Vengeance was come 


upon Tjrael in a general Calamity ; For even 


Kingdoms ſometimes ſuffer for the Trangreſ- 
ſion of Kings. Thus forty- Years after Ma- 


naſſeh was dead, Judah ſuffered under Vebu- 


chadnezzar for the Sins of Manaſſeb their 
King, 2 Kings 24. 3. 
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310 4 mien HISTORY Book vl. 
dada Remedy; for immediately ſending to the Gibeonites, toknow vlt 
GSBadisfaction they demanded of him, they, ſent. him Word, that they ex. 
fected ſeven Perſons of the Race of Saul to be delivered to them, thy 
ttdmey might hang them before the Lord in Gibeab. David anſwered they, 
Demand, and ſent them Saul's two Sons, which he had by Niateh hs 
Contubine, and the five Sons of *® Merab, the elder Daughter of 947% 
Who Hanged them up in Gzbeah, as they had declared. "R/zpab tarricd 
by the Bodies of her- dead Sons, to prevent their being torn or defaced by 
the Birds and Beaſts, which pious Care David hearing of, hc ordereg 
their Bones, with thoſe of Jonatban and Saul, to be brought way, and 
put into the Tomb of Kiſb, the Father of Saul, at Zelab, in the Coun- 
try of Benjamin. After which God ſent them Rain, which produc d 
Plenty, and ſhew'd that he had accepted the Atonement which had been 
made. J)) 
Of all the Enemies Brac] had, the Philiſtines were the moſt refilefs an! 
1 troubleſome; and notwithſtanding the many Victories the 1jrctite; had 
ö geain'd of them, yet they ſtill recruited, and afreſh invaded them. And 
nao juſt upon the ceaſing of the Famine, David, who hoped to injy 
ſome Quiet at the End of his Reign, is attacked by the Phil ines, wn 
his People were forced to fight four ſeveral Battles; in the fir!! of which 
he had like to have been kill'd by a Philiſtine, whom Abiſhai flew jul 
as he was going to run David through. After which Dad went vg. 
more into the Army; and the other three Battles were only remarkable | 
for the killing of four Men of Arapha of a gigantick Stature. Upon ther 
Death the Philiſtines probably were diſcouraged or weaken'd, for there 
wiuaas no more Action between the two Nations. during the reſt of David 
| And now David being at Leiſure, in a thankful Senſe of God's gra- 
cious Favour for the many Deliverances he had beſtowed on him, com- 
poſed that excellent Song of Acknowledgments, Thankſgivings, and Prailes, 
Which makes the eighteenth Pſalm, But, ſtill as the Mercies of the Lord 
increaſed to T/rael, they advanced in Impiety and Ingratitude, and their 
King became the Occaſion of their Puniſhment ;, who being f moved by | 
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Meral. Michal is put in the Text in- Aariel. Av# the Jews obſerve upon s Uc- 
ed, 2 Sam. 21. 1: ind. not by Miſtake, as caſion, tbat whoever brings up 2 Pupi in hö 
ſiome will have it; For Michal was not the Houſe is in Scripture ſaid to have begotten fs 
Wie of Adriel, but Merab; yet Michal . Mdqve. Libertines and Athcifts, with 
brought up thoſe Children which era} tiad by out [Regard to the Error of the I aulit 
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bor VI. of 1the HOLY BIBLE air 
Fein Corio tg ko the Strength of the Kingdom, commande? his 
Oenerals to go through all the Tribes, and number the People. Joab 
ir che Snare, and endeavoured to difluade the King; and in a more hum 


Uhing it WAS at that Time, when all the People were his, and ready to 
hey him. Joal in this was ſeconded by the reſt of the Commanders; 
but to no P urpoſe ; David was obſtinately bent upon it, and would be 
obeyed. alta N 1 0k 


Joh and the reſt having ſpent above nine Months in traverſing the 
Country, return to Jeruſalem, and bring a Liſt of * eight hundred Thou- 
land Men of 1/rael fit to bear Arms, and of five hundred thouſand Men 
of Judah. But this Numbering coſt David and his People dear; for no 
boner was the Account given in, but David was ſenſible of his Error, 
which immediately brought him to the Acknowledgment of his Sin, and 
+ Deprecation of it; * have ſinned greatly, fays he, in what I have 
« done, Therefore I beſeech thee, O Lord, take away the Iniquity of 
thy Servant; for I have done very fooliſhly.” But now, wherein ſo- 


de and modeſt Manner than uſual with him, argued how unneteſfary a 


take Occaſion from this Text, 2 Sam. 24. 1. 
to profane the Scriptures, and make God the 
immediate Author of Evil. Our Tranflation 
vs, That God moved David to number the 
People, though God in that very, Place tells 
that bis Auger was kindled againſt T/rae! upon 
that Account; and though the Guilt of it 
could not be expiated but by the Death of ſe- 
rerty Thouſand of the People, who died of 
the Peſtiſence on that Occaſion ; and though it 
rexprefiy ſad, 1 Chron. 21, 1. that it was the 
Devil that moved David to that Action. We 
mult therefore tranflate 2 Sam. 24. 1, with 
Cali, agreeable to the Original, The Anger 
te Lord continued to burn againſt Iſrael, for 
Uavid was moved to ſay, Go and number 
„J. bo is ae. * + 
Light, &c. The Account of this Num- 
dering of the People is differently related: For 
n 2 Sam. 24, 9. the Sum given is eight hundred 
Hound valiant Men that drew the Sword in 
(cel, and five hundred thouſand in Judab. 
Whereas in 1 Chron. 21. 5, the Sum given in 
ior ee! is eleven hundred thouſand, and for 
Jadab but four. hundred chteeſcore and ten 


41 4 N 


er the + Weight of David's Sin lay, the Puniſhment was left to his own 


ER Choice; 


thouſand; 5 So that this latter Account has three | 
hundred thouſand more than the former in , 


rael, and thirty thouſand leſs than the former 
in Fudah, But it may be confidered that Jo- 
ab, through a Diſhke'of the Undertaking, gave 
over numbering, and left it unfiniſhed, as ap- 
pears from 1 Chron, 27. 24. which might-ec- 
cafion the different Accounts, brought in by 
ſome more fully, and by others more ſparingly, 

+ Wiigbt, The Nature of David's Sin is 
not particularly ſet down, But beſides his Pre- 
ſamption in defiring to know, that he might 
glory in the Number and Strength of his Peo- 
ple, and his doing it without any Reafon, birt 
meerly to gratity his own Pleaſure, he is ſup- 


poſed by ſome to have tranſgreſſed inmot raiſing 


the Lard's Tribute upon the People when they 
were number'd, according to an expreſs Law, 
Exod. 30. 12, 13. Where it was provided, That 
when the People were number'd they ſhould 
every Man, from twenty Years old, pay half 
a Sanctuary Shekel (which is according to the 
Value of our Money, fifteen Pence) as an 
Atonement and Ranſom of their Lives, that 
there might no Plague come among them, 
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A Compleat HISTORY Zoo u 
Choice ; for God ſent the Prophet Gad to bid him chooſe Famine, pak. 
lence, or War, The Choice was a Fayour, but it was hard; which 
made David fay to the Prophet, I am in a great Streight.” But kao. 
ing the Mercies of God to be many and great, he threw himſelf into g 
Hands of the Lord, and choſe the Peſtilence; which immediately inyagy 

4frael, and in three Days Time there died of it ſeventy thouſand, The 
deſtroying Angel having ſcatter'd the Plague though the Land, was op 
ing to ſmite Feruſalem with it, but David taking the Blame wholly up. 
on himſelf, pray'd to the Lord rather to puniſh him and his Family, thy 
futther afflict the People: Upon which God commanded the Angel y 
deſiſt; who receiving this. Countermand, ſtood between the Earth al 
Heaven, by the Threſhing-Floor of Araunab the Febufite, and diſpatche 
the Prophet Gad to David, to command him to build an Altar in Ara. 
nah's Threſhing-Floor, As David was going thither Araunch came ou 
to meet him, and hearing his Buſineſs complimented him with the Off 
of the T hreſhing- Floor, and the Utenſils belonging to it, with the \ O 
for the Burnt-Offering, But the King refuſed his kind Offer, declaring 
he would not make an Offering to God of that which coſt him nothing 
Therefore Araunah ſetting the Price, David gave him for the Threſhing- 
Floor and the Oxen 4 fifty Shekels of Silver; and building an Altar * 


WF"; 5 . 
Which Money was to be appropriated to the the Cummin; implying that the Cart-Whee 
Service of the Tabernacle of the Congrega- was turned upon the Grain. Which Cuſt 
tion. Rut others are of Opinion, that this Tax is thought by ſome to be alluded to in Prm. 
was not to be raiſed upon every Numbering of 20. 26. whete the wife King is ſaid to ſoatter 

the People. bo | 5 | the Wicked by bringing the Whee! over them, 
8 Oxen. It may be inquired perhaps by The threſhing Inftruments alſo me ntionedhwe 
ſome, what Relation the Oxen had to the by Araunab, comprehending the Yokes0f tie 
'Threſhing- Floor. To which I anſwer, That Oxen, and the Wheels, with (uch other n. 
the Ancients uſed 'Oxen for the Treading or plements as were neceſſary to ſaſten in; Oxen 
TFhreſking out their Grain; and ſometimes to the Wheels, would afford much more 
with the Oxen drew a Wheel over the Corn Wood for Burnt- Offerings than many Falz 

upon the Floor, by which the Corn was beaten could do. 3 4 
dut. The Uſe of Oxen appears for this Work + Fiſty. Interpreters are very much pa 
in the Mpofaic Law, which commanded that to reconcile 2 Sam. 24. 24. Were 1! oy 
they ſhould not muzzle the Ox when he trod That David bought the T hreſhing Flor and 3 
out the Corn, Deut. 25. 4. which the Apo- Oxen for fifty Shekels of Silver, with that f 
ſtle repeats to another Purpoſe, 1 Cor. 9. 9. 1 Chron, 21. 25. where it is fd, 2 = 
And that they uſed to get out the Corn by Ataunah for the Place ſix hundre- She uy 
turning a Wheel about upon it, the Prophet Gold by Weight. Some think ba, for 1 
Vaiab tells us, Chap. 28. 27, 28. The Fitchas ing-Floor and Oxen only are s | 
are not thrghed. with à threſhing Inſtrumeni, Author of the Book of Samuel; but - p 

aeither is the Cart-Wheel turned about upon of the Chronicles We are to under ltand "= ; | 
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bo anſwered him by Fire from Heaven upon the Altar; upon which 
Cod was appeaſed, and the Plague ceaſed. FF EY. -o7 TTL 
Now David begins to fink under the Weight of Years ; and his na- 
nl Heat being almoſt extinguiſhed, they are forced to ſupply that De- 
by artificial Warmth. But that failing, they try another Expedient, 
od provide a young Virgin to lie with him, thinking by that Means to 
mmunicate a more natural Heat to him than that of warm Clothing: 
This for a while might help him; though David was ſo weak that he had 
0 carnal Knowledge of his Bedfellow, whoſe Name was Ab:/hag. 
Admijah, who was the King's eldeſt Son, being by Courſe of Birth 
ext to Abſalom, thinks his Father lives too long, and ambitiouſly aſpires 


nir d by all, and ſo indulg'd by his Father that he never contradicted him 
navy Thing. Theſe advantages and his own natural Popularity puſhed 
im on to his Ruin, and the Diſquiet of his Father. His Brother Ab/a- 
ms Fate might have been a Warning to him : But Ambition is blind 
d deaf to afl Admonition ; for he imitates him in his Equipage, pro- 
ding himſelf with Chariots, Horſemen, and a Guard of fifty Footmen, 
s 4bſclom had done. In order to the carrying on his ambitious Deſign 
conſults Joab and Abiathar, whom he gain'd' to his Intereſt, and who 
.couraged him in his Rebellion, adviſing him to make a publick Enter- 
unment, to get as many ta. fide with him as he could by that popular 
lethod. Accordingly he invited all the King's Sons (except Solomon) 
dall the Men of Fudah, (except Nathan the Prophet, Benaiab Cap- 
un of the Guards, and the Officers of the Army, who, with Zadoſ the 
ther High-Prieſt, were not for him.) The Deſign was, that when they 
kd feaſted well, and made the People merry, they ſhould proclaim A. 
wah King oe | 3 | Wy 8 
| Nathan th Prophet having Notice of this Conſpiracy, acquainted Bath. 
ela with it, and adviſed her for her own and her Son Solomon's Security 
communicate it to the King, and claim his Promiſe of Solomon's Suc- 
eſſion to the Crown, which he had given her upon Oath. Bathjheba 


and and Houſes thereabout that. did belong was, that the Trap ſlators did not con ſider that 
rounah, But this doth not pleaſe others, - the Hebrew Words which they have trarſl:ted 
ae of Opinion that that which grve Silver and eight, do alſo oſten hgni'y Money 
Kon tg tus -Comradition.in the Verſions ip general, and the Value of any Piece. 
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offered Burnt- Offerings and Peace - Offerings, and called upon the Lord, 
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d the Crown before his Time. He was a Prince of beautiful Form, ad- 


[WS inſtructed, went to the King, and having acquainted him with Ad-. 


nijah's, 
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mon on the Mule himſelf uſed to ride on, and to conduct him to Gt 


Trumpet and ſay, God fave King Solomon.” 


had an Aſſurance from Solomon that he would not put him co Death, . 
lomom promiſed him his Life; but aſſured him that if he ever attempted 


Jab quitted the Altar, and was conducted to the King's Preſence, where 
bowing Himſelf to Solomon in Token of Thankfulneſs for his Life, and 


go to his Houſe without Reſtraint. 
- Acquainted with his Deſign of building a Temple, and that he had pro 
vided Materials for the Work; but that God had forbidden him, and f 


of the Prieſts and Levites, and the Manner of the Veſſels and Vrenti 
Service in the Houſe of the Lord. Then he deliver'd to bim ©) ' © 
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Niſab s Proceedings deſiced him to nommate a Sueoeſſor. according t, 11 


Oath, Whilſt ſhe was talking with the King, Nathix came in, aud c. 
firmed what ſhe ſaid. Then David calling for Bathſheba, who had will. 
ſending for Zadoł and Benaiah, he commanded them all to mount 514, 


where Nathan and Zadok ſhould anoint him King, and then to found the 
Trur ing Solomon.“ After this to bring him 
back to fit on the throne, that he might reign over H uel and Judal. 
This was immediately perform'd, the People of Jeruſalem approving of 
the Choice by their loud Shouts and Acclamations of Joy. bs 

Adonijab and his Party having by this Time done feaſting at Enrgyl 
they were juſt upon the Point of proclaiming himKing, when they were 
ſurprized with the Sound of the Trumpet, and Shouts of the People that 
attended Solomon. And while Joab was conſidering what ſliould be the 
Meaning of this Noiſe, in came Jonathan, the Son of Abiathar, and told 
them that David had made Solomon King, and that he had confirmed the| 
Succeſſion to him in the Preſence of the Court. This fo ftariled Ad 


and his Gueſts, that they roſe up in a Fright, and fled to ſhift for them. 


ſelves, Adonijab fled to the Altar for Refuge, where he remain'd till he 
any thing againſt him for the future he ſhould die. Upon this Adiu. 


Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty, he was diſmiſſod, and permitted to 


David now ſenſibly finding his Strength decay, order'd all the Prince 
of Ifrael, and Officers of his Court and Army to be affemblcs, whom 16 


pointed Solomon, whom he had choſen King, to undertake an" fin J 
Then exhorting them all, and particularly his Son, to ſerve Oos, he gag 
Solomon the Model of the Temple, with all the Apartments and oy | 
as he had received it by the Spirit: Likewiſe the Courſcs of Attendand 


the Gold and Silver which he had been long gathering, and apfref: 
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\ dis Uſe; with partieular Direction how 10 apply it. And incoura- 
4 bee to go on chearfully, he told him God would affiſt him in this 
—— Work, and that all the Princes and People would be at his Com- 


1 conſider, that Solomon his Son, whom the Lord had choſen to that 
Work, was but young and tender, and the Work was great; for the 
Houſe which he was to build was not for Man, but for the Lord God. 
Then acquainting them, that beſides the Materials of Metal, Wood, and 
gone, he had given of his own proper Goods * three Thouſand Talents 
of Gold, and + ſeven Thouſand Talents of refined Silver, he invited the 
People to a voluntary Contribution; who very readily offered for the 
device of God 8 five Thouſand Talents of Gold, and | ten Thouſand 
Pieces, and || ten Thouſand Talents of Silver, and eighteen Thouſand 
Talents of Braſs, and one hundred Thouſand Talents of Iron, beſides pre- 
cious Stones. All which they offered freely; which ſo pleaſed David, 
e that he in a holy Rapture ſung a Hymn of Praiſes and Prayer to the Lord 
before all the People. Which having ended, he exhorted them to bleſs 


king the Lord, and then did Reverence to the King. 


The next Day they offer d a prodigious Sacrifice to the Lord, conſiſting 


their Drink- Offerings, feaſting and making publick Rejoycings before the 
Lord: In the midſt of which Feſtivity they a ſecond Time proclaimed 
denon King, anointing him to be their Governor, and Zadoſ to be chief 
Prieſt, Then Solomon ſat on the Throne of the Lord as ** King, all 
Ir] obeying him. And now David finding his End approaching, he 
called for his Son Solomon, and gave him his laſt Charge, which was, to 


relating to the State, he obliged him to do Juſtice on Jah, who: had 
Nj treated him ill, and. treacherouſly murdered the two Generals Abner 


to ſeven Thouſand and five Hundred Pounds. 
| Ten, &c. Which amount to. three Mali- 


* Three, &c. Which amount to thirteen 
Milions, and five hundred thoufard Pounds. 


"and : To whom upon that Account he addreſſed himſelf, wiſhing them 


the Lord their God; which they did, bowing their Heads, and worſhip- | 


of a Thouſand. Bullocks, a "Thouſand Rams, a Thouſand Lambs, with 


be ſteady in his Duty to God; and deſcending to ſome particular Affairs 


Pounds, BE EO ES EE 
\ Five, &c. Five Thouſand Talents come 
0 two and twenty Millions, and five hundred 
Thouſand Pounds. W 
Ter, Kc. That is, ten ThouſandaDrach- 


i Seven, &c, Which amount to two Milli- 
My, fix hundred twenty and five Thouſand 


m which, at fifteen Shillings apiece, come 


Nos, XLII. 4 0 


ons, ſeven hundted andinity Thouſand Pounds, 
* Ning. That is, 2s Ca Rex with his Fa. 


ther during the ſhort Remamder of bis Fa- 


ther's Life ; for it does not appelt that David 
reſigned his Scepter till be refigned bis Breath. 
SY Treated him, '&c. Probably referring to 


his killing Abſalom contrary to his expreſs Com- 
mand, and {peaking tobutaly to him afterwards.” 


and 


wv 
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we 


neſs of Shimer in curfing him when he was: om his way to Mahong; * a 
charged him in his Diſcretion to-taks & Vengeance on kim: But in g. WW. 
Provifions When he was in Diſtreſs, he charged Solomon to be kind: to 10 
Sons, and let them eat at Is Table, Having ended his Advice 1 ki . 
| Son, heprayed to God for him, inwhich f Prayerhe made a Kind dfb. Fe 
phetick Beslaration of the flouriſhing: Greatneſs, Proſperity, Peace and | " 
ſtice of Solomon's Reign. Thus this great Prinee, having reigned forty Year p. 
over fuel, ſeven in Hebron, and three and thirty in Feruy/alem, died a 
the Age of Seventy and a Half, and was buried in that Part of the City ; 
which he had taken from the Febuſites, from him called the City of David ar 
David being dead, |} Solomon is immediately put into:peaccable Poſke. tc 
fion. of his Father's Kingdom. But he Had not been long ſeated on th p 
Fhrone before an unhappy Occaſion offer d, which put him upon taking th 


off his Brother Adonija; who, whether with a Deſign. to ſtir up new 
Froubles, as was ſuſpected, (for he had in his Father's Life-time aſpired 
to the Crown): or whether only taken with the Charms of Abiſhap, the 
beautiful Shunamite; his Father's Concubinary Wife, but untouch'd by 


_ & Vengeance. This Direction of David to fore he both ſtirred up David to commit the 
his Son Salomon concerning Shimei may to ſome Puniſhment to his Son and Succeſſor dohnm, 
feem too ſevere, becauſe he had before, upon and gave Solomon Wiſdom fo to adjuſt the | 
Himel Submiſſion, granted him his Life. But Puniſhment, that Shiznei iniglit have eſcaped 
is will pot prove ſo, if we conſider that Shimei s. the ſevereſt Part of it, if be had not brought 
Offence was as much againſt God as againſt it upon bimfelf by a new Tranſgreſſion in 
David; for God's Law was expreſs, Exod. breaking his Oath afterwards, 

28. 28; Thou ſhalt not curſe. the Ruler of thy, i Prayer. This Prayer, in tome ReſpeCls, | 
Prople. Now David was not only the Rule: was typical of. the Reign. of Chriſt. It rakes 
of the. People, but God's Anointed, a King up the Place of the ſeventy ſecund Pialm, and 
of his immediate Choice, whom he had raiſed the laſt Words of it ſpeak it to be the ad 
up to fight his. Battles, and to execute his Judg- Prayer or Pſalm that David made, 2 Sam. 23, | 
ment upon Saul and bis Houſe for his Diſobe- 1, r. 4 
dience. This Shimei knew; and- therefore- ||: Solomen, Though Solomon was but 4 


—” = 2.759 57 5:4 © 


in railing atand- curſing David, calling him young Man when he carne to the Crown, 
bloody Man, and that with particular Reſpe& yet that he was married ſome Time betete, 


10 the Blood-of Saus Houle, 2 Sam. 16. 8. appears by the Age of his Son Kc For 
he blaſphemed God, who had taken the King- Rebolobam was one and foity Years ©", * i 
dom from: Saul.and given it to David.; And Chron. 12. 13. when he began to reign, wich 
 Atbough:(3od-was: pleaſed to give David Leave: was immediately after his Father's Neath, who ( 
to ſhew his own condeſcenſion and Clemency reigned but forty. Years, 1 XI 114 4 " 
i. forgiving Shimei's perſonal -Offence- againſt So that Solomon had a Son a Yea! old when | 


bim, 2 Sam. 19, 23, yet be. would not ſo he began to . reign, . . 
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o VI. 
| Im, applied? himfelf ro Burhybrbæ, the Mother, to prevail with 
bs king vo give him A5fag: wo Wife. he Queen promiſed him her 


n [ndeavours, and went dirty to the King about ir; who being ſtart. 
i ſuch an unexpected Requeſt, and ulpekung that # Adonijab, Abi. 
8 bur, and Joab, wene ingaged in a new Conſpi piracy againſt him, he re- 
| gives upon Am jal's Death, and ſends Benaiah, the Captain of his 
| Guards, to diſpatch him. And to ſecure himſelf of the other two, he 

Abiathar into his own Country, forbidding him to exerciſe the 
Preltly Function. Joab hearing this, was ſenſible of approaching Ven- 
| ance, chere fore hoping for Protection from the Holineſs of the Place, 


te took Sanctuary in the Tabernacle of the Lord at the Foot of the Altar, 
nd refuſing to come out at the King's Command, Benaiab was order d 
to kill him + there. Abiathar being removed from the Office of High- 


113 bim, as Betatah did Jab in the Command of 


the Army. 


Shimmer. had Reaſon to A ſome mere Puniſhment, conſidering theſe 
| Proceedings againſt the Faction; and when Solon ſent for him, he might 


well concludls it Was to receive Sentence: But to his: great Surprize his 


1 Doom was changed into a Lenity beyond his Deſert ; for he was. only. 
made a Priſoner at large in Feruſalem, for which with great Joy he 
thanked the King, and retired to his Houſe, Three Years he kept within 
the Bounds of his Confinement, but at laſt he tranſgrefſed ; for going af- 
ter ſome Slaves of his that were fled to Acbiſh King of Goth, Solomon had 


Notice of it, and upon his Return put him to Death. 


ud bid him aſk. what he ſhould give him. Whereupon Solomon, having 


Almi ab. * 1 Rings „ up the Ark af God from Mf hen to 


. 14. at- Gebron, ' 
) lh TIS Though David had brought. 
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The Heads of the Faction thus removed, Solomon looking on himſelf 
Imore ſafe, aſſembled! all his Officers and Chiefs of T/-ael, and with them 
went to the High- Place that was at Gibeon, whert he offered a thou- 
knd Burnt-Offerings upon the brazen Altar before the Lord; with which 
tte Lord was ſo pleaſed that he appeared to Solomon in a Dream that Night, 


inſt recognized the. gy God had beſtowed on his Father David, with | 


* There, Beſides oo Treafon in Gding Jeruſalem, where he had 'p:tched a T ent for 
nth Adenijab, he was doubly guilty of Mur- it; yet the Tabernacle of the Congrefiation 
& in the premeditated Aſſaſſinations of Abner of God, which-Moſes the Servant-of the Lord 
" Ana; for which it was lawful to take had made in the Wilderneſs, and the brazen 
1 Murderer from God's Altar, and ſlay him, Altar that Be&aleel had made, ene ſtill be 
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fore the Lord, and feaſted all his Servants. 


them had over-laid her Child. She who found the dead Child in the 


ling Child, commanded it to be cut in two, and to give one half to 


to give the Child to the pretended Mother, rather than kill it : But the 


to be given to her whoſe Tenderneſs and Compaſſion {ſufficiently demon- 
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Humility depreciating his own Ability to govern fo great a Ny, 


= 


egved of God Knowledge and Wiſdom to inable him to dricharge ſo pre Cl 
a Truſt. This Requeſt of Solomon's fo pleaſed the Lord, that, deck b 1 
Petition for Wiſdom, he told him he ſhould exceed all the Kings hegy, - 
or after him in Royal, Pomp and Magnificence, aſſuring him. at the. I 
Time, That if he would obſerve his Commands, he would, beſiccs gy 4 
vaſt Accumulations of Wealth and Honour, beſtow the additional Riel 0 
ſing of Length of Days to enjoy them. Solomon awaking from. bis Sleep ; 
was ſenſible that he had had a Viſion ; and going to Feruſalcm he prefente " 


himſelf before the Ark of the Covenant, and offered Peace-Offerings he. 


— 


' as. 


It was not long e'er an Opportunity offered for Solomon to las his 
Wiſdom ;. which was thus: 'T'wo Women living by themſclves in the 
fame Houſe, had been each of them  deliver'd of a Child, and one of 


Bed accuſed! the other that the, had taken away her living Child, 100 
left the dead one in the Place of it. The other perſiſted in it, that 
the live Child was hers. Solomon, to find out the true Mother of the 


ww foe my arc. BS 


each of them. The Mother of the living hearing this, begged the King 


other cried, Let it be neither thine nor mine, but let it be divided. 
By this Solomon diſcovered the true Mother, and ordered the living Infant 
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{ſtrated her to be ſo. This wiſe Determination gained him great Reve- 
rence and Reſpect of his Subjects; and the Reputation of his Wiſdom 
ſpread ſo far, that People came from all Parts to conſult him. But be- 
ſides his admirable Adminiſtration -of Juſtice, and the accurate and ex- 
act Oeconomy of his Family, he gave other Inſtances of his wildo in 
his Works; for he compoſed three thouſand 4 Proverbs, a thouſand and 
five. Poems, and ſeveral Treatiſes of natural Philoſophy. 5 
Solomon had now began to make || Alliances with his Neighbours, ta- 
king the King of Egypt's Daughter to Wife, whom he brought into the 


I Proverbs. Moſt of theſe are thought to finity with Yaphres, King, of Herbe, be took 
have been loſt in the 'Captivity, his Daughter to Wife, who it is eh, Vat 
|} Alliances, Solomon had married an Ammoni- a Profelyte alſo, becauſe it is ſaid pretently * 
dib Woman beſore he was King, who we ter, 1 Kings z. 3. That Sclomos loves 1 
may ſuppoſe was a Proſelyte to the Fewiſh Lord, and walked in the Statuit: ©/ Davie 
Religion, or elſe his Father David would pot Father. 3 
have allowed it. So now, having made Af- 1 Citzdy, 
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Citadel, which David had built on the Top of Mount Sion, till he had 
t refted not only his own Houſe, but the Houſe of the Lord, and the 
N Wall round the City; but afterwards he built an Houſe for his Queen. 
8 And now being at Leiſure, he remember'd the Charge his Father had 
e zen him about building the Temple. Hiram, King of Tyre, his Fa- 


c Yer David's old Friend, having at this Time ſent Ambaſſadors to con- 
8 tulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, he returns his Compliment in ano- 
1 ther Ambaſſy; and defiring that the ancient Amity between the two 
4 Crowns might be continued, he intreats him to furniſh him with Servants 


> fell Timber, whom he will pay at a certain Price. Hiram, over-joyed 

tat ſo wiſe a Prince as Solomon ſucceeded his old Friend David, ſends 
y agrecable Anſwer back, aſſuring him of all the Aſſiſtance he could 
e give, either in the Performance of his Subjects, or any Product of his 
i Country. Having received this Anſwer, Solomon cauſed a * Muſter to be 
i made of all his Workmen that were Strangers, which amounted to two 
d hundred and thirteen thouſand and three hundred Men: He appointed 
at ſeventy thouſand of theſe to bear Burdens, a hundred and ten thouſand 
i to hew Timber and Stone, and the other three thouſand three hundred 
0 to be Overſeers of the Work. Beſides theſe, he raiſed thirty thouſand 
9 of his own People, whom he ſent to Lebanon to work with the King of 
6 Tires Men. And now all Things being in a Readineſs, on the ſecond 
Day of the ſecond Month, in the fourth Year of the Reign of King Solo- 
it mm, the Temple was begun in Mount + Mor:ah, and in his eleventh 
I Year, in the eight Month, it was finiſh'd in all its Parts; fo that it 
by was ſeven Years and ſix Months in Building. And ſuch Care 
mM was taken in preparing the Materials before they were brought 
thither, that there was neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool 
of Iron, heard in it, while it was in building. It was fixty Cubits 
long, twenty broad, and thirty high. The Porch was twenty Cubits in 
Length, and ten in Breadth, running out before the Front of che Temple. 
He built about it on the Out- ſide three Stories, with Stairs to go up to 
them. Beſides the Front-Gate, there was one in the Right-ſide. The 
Roof was raiſed five Cubits. All the Timber-work was of Cedar. The 
Walls were of ſquare Stone, wainſcotted with Cedar from the Top to the 
Bottom. The danctuary was ſeperated from the reſt of the Temple by a 
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* Mufier, See 1 Kings 5, - Duauid had prepared in the Threſhing-Floor 

f Miriah, "The Foundation of the Tem- of Araunah the Fehuſit“; and where Abraham 
ple was laid in this Place, where the Lord bad long before had been directed by God to offer 
Feued to David, and in the very Place that up his Son Jſaat, Gen. 22. 2. 1 
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of Gold: in the Midſt of which ſtood the Ark. Solbmon had order d tw 


- — 
* 4 - * - 1 "_ +.» ns N 
3 * % 5 , En ** 4 — 2 2 
” _ 3 hy , 
* — = _ £ my * 
. = 5 — Is — — — preg * . . 
. 1 P * ” a Saad th” * * * * © 2 D Sx ** PEN” * * 7 4 2 * 
4 > * , p < ** 1 LEE, — - 
2 ' 8 * * " * ve F _ 
bd a , 
— - ==” 
2 
* 


called a Sea: Beſides which, there were ten Lavers of Brafs four Cuhjt 
high, each ſtanding on ten Baſes. The ſame Things were in the Temple 


fal, the Princes of the Tribes, and the Heads of the Families of 


and bringing them to the Temple, diſpoſed: them in their reſpective Pla 
Frumpets and other muſical Inſtruments, and the Cloud filled the Houſe of 
- the Lord. Which Solomon obſerving, took Occaſion from thence to inter, 
himſelf to the People, he exhorted them to be fincere in their Duty to 
God, to walk in his Statutes, and keep his Commandments, Having fi- | 
Sacrifices before the Lord; and the Lord, to ſhew his Acceptance of &. 


\ 


_ 


Cedar Skreen, adern'd with Carving, which tod twenty Cubits fro the 
End ef the Structure. The Inßde of the Sandtuary was covered with py, 
"Cherubims of Olive-Wood to be made, and cover d with Gold, ten Ch 
bits High, and their Wings five Cubns long: They ſtood upright, 2 
ne on each Side, and the other two met in the Midſt of the Sanctuary 
over the Ark. There were two Doors to go into the Sanctuary, Tj, 
Porch was adorn'd with a Braſs Pillar on each Side, eighteen Cubits high 
In the Court he made a large round Braſs Baſon five Cubits high, and ge 
en Cubits Diameter, which flood upon twelve Oxen of Braſs, rejtng 
on ten Baſes, each of which had four Wheels. This great Baſon wy 


ins had been in the Tabernacle, the Ark with the Propitiatory, and the 
Altar of Frankincenſe in the Sanctuary. The Altar of Sacrifice which 
Solomon made was larger than the old one, twenty Cubits long, twenty 
broad, and ten high. The Table he made for the Shew-bread was df 
Gold; and inſtead of one Candleſtick, he made five of Gold. The Cen- 
ers, all the Veſſels and Inſtruments for ſacrificing, were of Gold; the 
Kettles, Cauldrons and Baſons, of Braſs. All which Work was made 
by a Dian Artiſt. When the Temple was finiſn'd, all the Elders of 


the Children of  1/rael; aſſembled at Ferufalem to convey the Ark oi the 
Dovenant into the Temple. The Prieſts and Levites (whoſe Charge i 
was) took up the Ark, with the Tabernacle and all. the holy Veſſels 


ces. Then they, with all the Officers, ſung an Hymn, with their} 


that the Lord had taken Poſſeſſion of the Place. Then turning his Face 
about, he $ pray'd for and bleſſed the People; after which, addreiting 


ni{h'd: his Prayer and Bleſſing, he, and all the People with him, ofter' ; 


war's Prayer, ſent Fire from Heaven, which conſum'd the Burnt-Offer 
© & .Pray'd. See this Prayer, 2 Chron, 6. To 


' - 
* 1 


ne and the Sacriſices. The Feaſt of the Detlication of the Temple 0 
kept ſeven Days ſuecſſively during which Solbmon offer d two and 


venty thouſand Oxen, and a hundred and twenty thouſand Sheep. 


\ ſtately Palace for himſelf and his Queen, which was b thirteen Years 
building ; beſides ) ſeveral other magnificent Edifices, and ſtately Ci- 


King of Tyre was very ſerviceable to him, ſupplying him with Money, 
Men and Ships, to | procure and fetch Materials from his own and other 


Land of * Galilee; which Hiram, out of Diſlike of them, not Gene- 


| ES 1 | 
Now did Solomon experience the fulfilling of that gracious - + Promiſe 

. od had made him, That becauſe he had not aſk'd Riches or Honour, 
1 but only Wiſdom, that he might the better ſerve the Lord, and govern 
V the People, God gave him both Wiſdom, -Riches and Honour ; 'in which 

if he excelled all the Kings of the Earth: For as they all ſought to Solomon 
. Wor loftruction from his prudent Adminiſtration, they eame not empty- 


handed, paying him a yearly Tribute of Silver, Gold, Veſtments, Ar- 


e our, Spices, Horſes, Mules, Sc. And among the royal Perſons, whom 
ee Fame of his Wiſdom and Grandeur drew to his Court, the Queen 


i ery great Train; and having made a royal Preſent to the King, ſhe 
s Wienferred with him, and propoſed ſeveral Enigmatical Queſtions to him, 
-ich he gave her ſuch ſatisfactory Anfwers, that ſhe was amazed at 
ee Profoundneſs of his Judgment. But when ſhe had viewed the 

of emple. and the King's Palace, and conſider'd the Oeconomy of his 

r Houſhold, ſhe was convinced that Fame had ſpoke truly; and breaking 

e Admiration and Praiſe, ſhe ſaid, Happy are thoſe that attend 
bee, and continually hear thy Wiſdom ; And bleſſed be the Lord 
to 


( Thiricen, This was longer in building Tyre is reckon'd by Tremelius. and Junius not 


Which bis Father had provided for the buildin , 

id 4 g. 4. 25. 5 „ 
Pe Tempe, al., Bee 4 Kings 312, 13. 
| allre. This Country bordering upon . Po 


wok VI. of e HOLY BIBLE gu 


gener having thus finith'd and dedicated the Houſe of the Lord, built 
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tes, which he rebuilt and fortify'd. In all which Undertakings che 


Countries: In requital of which, Solomon gave him twenty Cities in the 


ay, reſtored again, and Solomon planted Colonies of the Iſraelites in 


of Sheba was one; who, having heard much of © So/omon's Wiſdom, 
tame to try His Skill in reſolving difficult Queſtions, attended with a 


" thy God, who delighteth in Thee, to ſet Thee on the Throne of / 


ER Temple, becauſe Solomon had all the a Part of the Holy Land; and tor that Reaſon. 
eraisto provide for building bis own Houſe, perhaps is called. Galle of the Gentiles, Mat. 
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312 4 Compieat HISTORT ogy 
e rael: Becauſe the Lord loved Hui, to eſtabliſh chem for eve 
<<. fore-did he make Thee King over chem, to do Judgment and Jugic,» 
The Queen of Sheba having thus gratify'd her Curioſity in | 
with the wiſeſt of Kings, took her Leave of Solomon, and returm'd le 
with a royal Preſent, and fill'd with Admiration of his Wiſdorm and 
Grandeur. And indeed the Magnificence of his Court, particularly of 
his Table, exceeded all the Princes of the World before or ſince his Time: 
For his daily Proviſion was thirty * Meaſures of fine Flour, and ſixty 0 
Meal, ten Stall-fed Oxen, twenty Oxen out of the Paſtures, an hundre 
Sheep, beſides Harts, Roebucks, Fallow-Deer, and fatted Fowl, In hi 
'Stables he had + four thouſand Stalls for Horſes, Chariots in proportion 
and twelve thouſand Horſemen. Add to theſe the great Plenty of Gold! 
which was ſo common, that Silver was of little Value; for not only the 
Veſſels of his Houſe were of Gold, but he made two hundred large Tar. 
gets of Gold, and as many ſmall ones. He had an Ivory Throne cover. 
ed with Gold, with ſix Steps to go up to it, and on the Sides of it were 
twelve little Lions. In ſhort, no Princess Reign Was more peaceable, 
plentiful and happy, till he ungratefully neglected the Laws of God, 
upon the Performance of which, the Promiſes of the Lord were condi. 
_ tionally founded. Theſe he violated by giving Way to his looſe and un- 
- governable Paſſion ; for he-not only gave himſelf uy to the wanton Im. 
| braces of many Women, but ſtrange Women; ſuc} 
lites by Nature or Profeſſion, but Strangers to the Covenant, being of ido- 
latrous Nations, with whom the Lord had expreſly 4 prohibited 7/ae! in 


puted by Godioin in his Moſes and Aaron, l. 6. 


c. 9. p. g 90, to contain five Buſhels and five 
Gallons, the thirty Cors of fine Flower make 
an hundred ſixty- eight Buſhels, and ſix Gallons. 


According to which Computation, the ſixty 
Cors of Meal muſt make three hundred thirty- 
ſeven Buſhels, and four Gallons: Both Sorts, 
Flower and Meal, five hundred and ſix Buſhels, 
and two Gallons. e 

F Four Thouſand, Thro' a Miſtake crept 
into the Original by the Negligence of Tran- 


ſcribers, it faid 1 Kings 4. 46. that Saomen had 


only four thouſand Stalls: And ſuppoſe that 
Solomon bad four Horſes to every Chariot, {ths 


Stalls; be having in all but a und and fou 


r, then. 
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Chariots of War had commonly but two) ever 
Horſe muſt at jeaſt have had three 07 5ouh 


hundred Chariots, 1 Kings i 0. 26 ard 2 CM 
1. 14. But this is altogether {n1probable, and 
contrary to the common Cuſtom, which doeg 
not allow ſeveral Stalls for ove Horſe, dat 
on the contrary, ſeveral Horſes for one Sal. 
4 Probibited, See Deul. 17.17 
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erſhip range Gods, as, & Aſbtaroth the Goddefs of the Sidonians, 

Mobeb the God of the Ammonites, and || Chamos the God of the Mo- 
+ | | 

ghites. 
This Apoſtacy 


and, Ingratitude of Solomon. ſo provoked. the Lord, that 


4 , Puniſhment. for this his Sin he declared to him, he would leave to 


ils Son but one Tribe to govern ; and to make him ſenſible of the Dan- 

af his Diſobedience, he raiſed up ſeveral Enemies to diſturb his Peace, 
aich he injoy d without Interruption ſo long as he ſerv'd the Lord. 
The firſt was Hadad, of the royal Blood of Edom, who having fled from 
"hgh when he ravag'd the Country, and put the Male Children to Death, 
eſcaped to Pharaoh King of Egypt, and married his Siſter Taphneh, re- 
wming into his own Country after the Death of David, from whence 
he gave 1/rael great and frequent Diſturbances. Beſides Hadad, God 


red up another Enemy to Solomon in the Perſon of Rezon the Son of 


Flizdab ; who, flying from his Lord Hadadezor King of Zobah, had ga- 
her'd a great Number of Men, over whom he made himſelf Captain, and 
gering on Damaſcus reign d there as King of Syria, and infeſted Hrael 
ll the Time of Solomon's declining Reign. But the moſt dangerous Ene- 
my of all was Feroboam the Son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, a 
Qbject of Solomon's, and whom he, for the great Abilities of the Man, 


made Ruler over the Houſe of Fo/eph. Him God fingled out to be a 
Scourge to the Houſe of Solomon by particular Appointment : For ſend- 
ing the Prophet Abijeh to him, they met in a Field, where Abijab told 


323 


J Aftaroth, Fathers, and from them Com- 


mentators, differ very much about the Name 


and Nation to which this Goddeſs: is appro- 
printed. A/btaroth is, no doubt, a Syrian 
Word, and fignifies Sheep, particularly Ewes, 
Fhen their Dugs are turgid, and give Milk ; 
ad from the Fecundity of thoſe Creatures, 
which in Syria breed a long Time, the 7). 


nas and Sidontans framed the Notion. of a 


Dety, which they called Afrate; and muſt, 
| Without diſpute, be the Venus of the Syrians ; 
which Cicero, in his third Book De Natura 
Drerum, confirms, The Four th Goddeſs, faith 


is Venus, who was conceived at Tyte, and 


ij called Aſtrate. 


ahbe. The Word, both in the Hebrew 
nd £th:1pic, fignifies King, and was the God 
df the \mmonites. This Idol was a large Statue 


Mae hollow, into which, ſome ſay, they put 


Nums, XLIIL. 


1 5 


their Children and burnt! them; others, that 


they put the Children into the Arms of the 
Statue, and then ſet Fire to the combuſtible 
Matter within it. But be the Manner of 
ſactifieing Children to this Idol how it will, 
it is Certain they offer'd Children to him by 
Fire, 2 King, 23. 10. Fer, 22. 35. Pſal. r05- 
33 | | | | | 
4 Chamos, This was the God Bacchus. 


* Dedared. Probably by the Prophet Ahi- 


Jah, who is mention'd 1 Kings 11. 29. Thus 
we ſee how dangerous Temptations, Proſperity 
and plenty are; but above all the exceſſive Love 
of Women, which, as a wiſe Man ſays, is in- 


ſuperable, when we once let looſe the Reins to 
our Paſſion 3 for the valiant Samſon, the holy 
David, and the wiſe Solomon, were captivated 


4 , % 


by them, 
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the Lord, as he required, that his Family ſhould be eſtabliſh' in t 
vernment of Iſrael, but that he would reſerve one intire Tribe for Da 


+ forty Years, died and was buried in the City of David. 
_ © Upon this his Son Rehobbam went to Shechem, to which Place he ſun. 


for it would certainly engage them to his Intereſt for ever. The heughty 
Prince cannot approve of this Counſel, but demands the more juvenile 0- 


ſures, than the weighty Emergencies of State. Theſe young Politicians 


A 4 Compleat HISTORT! Body, 
erobvam, that God had appointed him Solomon's Succeſſor over ten gü. 
twelve Tribes; but, in Conſideration of David's Piety, he would Not & 
this in Solomon's Time. Then he aſſured Feroboam, if he would ſerve 


he Go- 


EE v Y 5 v0 

Tho' this Matter was "concerted with fo much Privacy between the 
Prophet and Feroboam in the Field, yet Solomon ſoon got Notice of | 
and laid out to take Feroboam ; but he made his Eſcape to Ship Kine 
of Egypt, where he remained till the Death of Solomon who having rin 


| 
moned all Vael to make him King. But the People having laboureg 1 
under ſome Taxes in King Solomon's Time, before they would conſent tg no 
proclaim Rehoboam, deſired a Redreſs of that Grievance : And to incou. WMWr 
rage their Addreſs, they ſent for Feroboam out of Egypt, thinking there- 1 
by to awe Rehoboam into Compliance with their Deſire. But he was fr el 
from anſwering their End, putting them off for three Days; in which Wi 
Time he, conſulted. his Father's Counſellors, Men of Years and Experi- i 
ence, who adviſed. him by all Means to comply with the People in this; 0 


pinion of young unexperienc'd Men, more fit Companions for his Plea- 


adviſe, him to deſpiſe thoſe doating Counſellors, and inſtead of redreſſing. 
to. increaſe their Grievances. The People finding-no Hopes of Abatement 
af their Taxes, ten Tribes of them immediately revolted from NH,. 


F Forty. For the reſtof the Acts and Wiſ⸗ | 
dom of Solamon, of which, no Doubt, mavy- 
and great Inſtances muſt occur in the forty 


Years Reign of ſo great and wiſe a Prince, we 


ate, in 1.Kings 11. 43, referred to the Boot 
of th? Aftz of Solomon; A Book queſtionleſs 


joſt, with other excellent Pieces of his. And 


in. 2 Chron, g. 29. for a further Account of 
the AQts of Salamen we are referred to the 
Book of Nathan the Prophet, to the Prophecy 
of Abijah, and to the Viſſions of Jade the Seer: 
None of which are now exant, at leaft under 


thoſe Titles, As to thelatter End of Solomon's 


ted in his old Age, returned to God, and hum. 


Reign there are various Opinions That ferm 
the moſt charitable, which concludes be fepeu- 


bled himſelf before the Lord, wrote his Book 
called Ecclefiaftes, or the Preacher, as a1 Acke 
nowledgment of his own Apoſtacy ;- « Var 
ning or Admonition to all- others 40 beware 
of, and reſift the Vanities of the . # 
to his Age, notwithſtanding the et) g 
Opinions about it, he was fifty-cighi * 0 
when he died, coming to the Crown 31 6 
teen, and reigning forty Years. 


and 


EM r ei as 


\ when he ſent Adoram, the Collector of his Tribe, to gather the Mo- 
; they fell upon and ſtoned him to Death. Rehoboam, too late ſenſible 

his Error, conſults his own Safety, and repairing to his Chariot, haſ- 

15 tO Feruſalem. In the mean time thoſe. ten Tribes, which had revol- 

1 om the F Houſe of David, calling Teroboam to them, created him 

% And thus was that great and goodly Kingdom almoſt in its In- 


icy ſplit into two F unequal Parts. is ary 
r-b1h9am being return'd to Jeruſalem, began to think of a Revenge 
the Aﬀront offer d to - himſelf in the Perſon of his Collector Adoram, 
1 thinking to reduce theſe Rebels by Force of Arms, he muſter'd up 
Army of a hundred and fourſcore thouſand good Soldiers: But when 
was upon his March, the Word of God came to Shemajab, the Man 
Cod, to prevent a civil War, which was juſt ready to break out, tel- 
no the People of Benjamin and Fudah, it was God's Will that the King- 
m ſhould be ſo divided, and in his Name commanded them to return 
their Homes: Which Meſſage they obey'd, and every Man went 
aceably to his own Houſe, inſtead of going againſt Feroboam. After 
hich each King fortifies his Country as well as he can; but after dif- 
rent Manners. For Rehoboam the firſt three Years ſerv'd the Lord, as 
vid and Solomon had done in the beſt of their Time: But TJeroboam, 
wing leſt the Kingdom might again ſubmit to the Houſe of David, if 
Subjects went to offer at Ferufalen, as was * preſcribed by the Law, 
d them to repair thither ; and to keep them. from an Excuſe of 
ant of Worſhip, he immediately furniſh'd them with Gods, ſetting up 
7 Golden Calves with Altars belonging to them; and, for the better. 
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Huſe c. The ten Tribes that revolted might go along with their Neighbours, and 

die afterwards, in Diſtinction from the Houſe take him for their King, Which might give 

David, called by the Name of Vrael. Ground for that Saying in 2 Kings 12. 20. 

t Unequal, This muſt be underſtood by a. There was none (that is, no intire Tribe) 

Widerbe, he greater Part on either Side being That ſollow'd the Houſe of David, but the 

ien for the Whole: For ſome of the Tribes, Tribe of Judah only: For otherwiſe we find 

bang the Lots of their Poſſeſſions, being all along, that Benjamin (that is, the main 

med with others (as Manalſeth had divers Body of that Tribe) adhered to the Houſe of 
ans n //achor and in Aber, Joſtua 17. David in conjunclion with the Tribe of Judah, 
I, and Simeon”; Inheritance was within that 2 Kings 12, 23. and in other Places. 

I tlie Tribe of Fudab, Toh. 29. 1.) ſuch of f Preſcribed, All the Males of Iſrael were 

r Iraclte; as dwelt in the Cities of Judah to appear before the Lord three Times a Year, 

ned their Subjection to Rehobobam, 1 in the Place which he ſhould chooſe ; which 
Op 17. and perhaps ſome Part of the was now at Feru/alem, the Metropolis and 

de of Benjamen, bordering upon ſome of royal Seat of Rehebobam's Kingdom; 

Wer Tribes that fell away to Ferobeham, RS 


Conve 


q * pl - 0 "BY" 65 30 - | . n * 1 f % > , 
b 8 - F 4 f q 5 * 570 j 2 4 1 . . 4 
q * . ; Nw *% y f ö | . a e ; | 3 * | p 
3520 nr 9 OT Book VI 


Conwenteney, her plased one in Bebel, Which was the Southern Pan; 
the Country; and the other in Dan, which was the Northern Part f. 

likewiſe | built 4 Temple, wherein he had Altars for Idolatry, and 144 
 Priefts of che meanelt Sort of People, and thruſt! out the Pri ang l 
vites, not ſuffering them to execute: their Office to the Lord, 17, 
which they all retired to Feruſalem:; and as many of other Tribes ,, 
had any Regard for the Worſhp of the God of J/-ael, follow'd them tn 
the great ſtrengthning of Rehoboam, and. weakning of Ferobbam. 

Now Jeroboum ſeeing his Intereſt decline, inſtituted a Feat on th! 
* fifteenth Day of the eight Month at Bethel, where he appear'd in Per 
ſon; and ſtanding by his new erected Altar, a & Man of God, who came 
from Judab þ foretold him, that the ſame Altar by which he foo 
ſhould: be one Day deſtroy d by a Child born of the Houſe of David 
TFofrah by Name; and added, as a Proof of the Truth of his Prediction 
that it ſhould: immediately be ſplit. Feroboam, incens'd at this Frecdom 
of Speech againſt his new: Religion and Altar, ſtretch'd out his Hand over 
the Altar, and called to ſome of his People to ſeize the Prophet; fo 
which Profaneneſs his Hand withered, and the Altar ſplit aſunder. J. 

roboam was fatally ſenſible of his Impiety, and deſired the Prophet t 
pray to God to reſtore him his Hand; which the Prophet did, and hi 
recovered his Hand. Upon this Feroboam invited him to dine with him 
and offered him a Reward ; both which he refuſed, urging the Comman 
of the Lord to the contrary ; for he was forbid to eat or drink in tha 
Country, and commanded to return another Way. But tho he declined 
pep Invitation, yet his eaſy Credulity betrayed him to his Run; 
for an old Prophet, being informed by his Sons which Way he took, fl 
dled his Afs, and overtaking him, invited him back, aſſuring him that 
he had Inſtructions fo to do from God; and notwithitanding the Mat 
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* Fifreenth, Whereas God had appointed 


tha Feaſt of the Tabernacles to begin on the 
fifeeemth Day of the ſeventh Month, Lev. 23. 


34. Jerebobam appointed his on the fifteenth 


Day of the eight Month, probably with this 
Defign, that the People of Judab, their own 


Feaſt being over a Month before at Feruſalem, 
might have Opportunity to come to his, if 
their Curioſity ſhould incline them. 
©, 4 Man, Cc. Toſepbus, St. Jerom, and 
others, would fain have this Man of God to 
de Jdao, that wrote the Acts of Solomon, 2 
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Chron, 9. 29. But this is very unliklcy ; 4 
beſides the Variarion of e Name, Md 
they mangle very much to make it like [4d 
Circumſtances of Time wil! not allow 185+! 
phet Time enough to write the Acts of oe 
mon, by Reaſon of his Death is ſoon ufer b 
the Lion. Beſides, the Idde, that Wiole. © 
Acts of Solomon, lived at leaſt {eventec') 9 
after Solomon 3 for it's ſaid, 2 Cn 13. 
that he wrote the Acts of Alij Cine Yu 
8 Foretold, *. This was proplictied ies | 
died and fifty Years betorc it came 10 Call 
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4 Cos urged the Comriands of the Lord to the contrary, yet he at laſt 


walled with him, and went to his Houſe and refreſhed himfelf, Af- 


A which taking his Leave he went on his Way; but he ſoon paid dear 
for bis Diſobedience, for a Lion met him and flew him, and afterwards 
good by him, * preying neither upon him nor his Aſs, The Report of 
this was ſoon carried to the old 8 rophet, who rode to the Place, and 

brought the Body back and buried it in his own Sepulchre. | 


Notwithſtanding the viſible Judgment upon Feroboam's Hand, the ſplit- 


ung of the Altar, and the Death of the Man of God, yet he obſtinately 
perliſted in his Idolatry. Nor was his Rival Rehoboam much behind him 


. 


in Imquity ; for after his three Years good Reign, he degenerated fo fouly, 
that he and the People exceeded all that went before them, for they 
built them high Places, Images and Groves on every Hill, and under e- 
ſery Tree; and, to add to all their Wickedneſs, the abominable Sin of 
Sdomy was crept in amongſt them. Such crying Sins as theſe provoked 
the Lord to chaſtize them, which he did by Shih King of Egypt, who 
in the fifth Year of Rehoboam's Reign invaded Fudah and Benjamin with 
avaſt Army, conſiſting of twelve hundred Chariots of War, threeſcore 
thouſand Horſe, and an innumerable Company of Foot, compoſed of ſe- 


real Nations. Shi bat, having ravaged the Country, and taken in the 


lh 


« which Rehoboam made Shields of Braſs. 


fortified Towns, approached Jeruſelem; which put Rehoboam and the 
people into a great Conſternation; to whom the Prophet Shemajab ad- 
felling himfelf told them, it was a Judgment of God upon them for their 
Diobedience and Apoſtacy, and that he would deliver them into the Hand 
of the King of Egypt, to make them ſenſible of the Difference between 
erving the Lord, and ſerving earthly Princes. But upon their Submiſ- 
bon, the Prophet, to comfort them, told them, that God had remitted 
Fart of their Puniſhment, for he would not utterly deſtroy them, but that 
ley ſhould be Tributaries to Shiſhat: Who entered Jeruſalem, plunder'd 
le Temple and Palace of all the rich Furniture and Moveables, and car- 
ted off all that was valuable of the Inhabitants. In this Depredation 
bey took away the Golden Shields which Solomon made, in the Room 
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Feng. The Lions-net eating the Bo- 33. Where It is ſaid, Aer this Thing Jero- 


i 


M hor tearing the Aſs, was an Argument, boam turm not from bis evil Ways, it is 


lis was not an accidental Thing, and plain that Percloam knew of the Calamity 
7 Lion did not kill the Man for Hunger. that befel the Man of God. „ 
Death. By the Text in 1 Kings 13. EE Fog TY 
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328 A Compleat HI STO RT Book I 
_ Whilſt Reboboam and his People People were thus viſited for the; Ido 
latry, Jeroboam found his Puniſhment in his Sin, whom God touches 4 
the moſt tender Part; for young Abijab his Son, a hopeful Prince, fil. 
ing fick, his Father, ſollicitous to know the Event, ſends his Wife to 4, 
Prophet Abijah to conſult with him, but erder'd her to diſguiſe herſa; 10 
as the Prophet might not know-who ſhe or the Child was. She obeys, nj 
taking a Preſent with her, went to the Houſe of the Prophet, who te. 
ing by God admoniſhed of her coming, was prepared to give her an A. 
ſwer. As ſoon as ſhe approach d Abija, he told her, he knew whoſy 
was, and the Errand ſhe came about. Then he declared to her the he 
Sentence God had denounced againſt her Huſband and his Family, which 
ſhould terminate in the utter Extirpation of them, but begin with th 
Death of the Child about whom ſhe came to inquire: And that the 
Idolatry of her Huſband had brought this Judgment upon them all. With 
this doleful Meſſage Feroboam's Wife returned to Tirgab, which was then 
the Royal City, and the Moment ſhe enter'd the Palace, the Child ciel. 
Reoeboboam reigned in Judah twelve Yeats after the plundering and ſub. 
jecting of Feriſſalem by Sbiſbal, and died in the ſeventeenth Year of hi 
Reign, and fiftyeight of his Age, leaving his beloved Son $ Abiam hi 
Succeſſor; who began his Reign in Judah in the eighteenth Year of 
Feroboam King of J/rael. Abiam was an active Prince, and of a martil 
Spirit; and reſolving to end the long Diſpute between the two Kingdoms 
of Judab and I/rael, he raiſed an Army of four hundred thoutand Men, 
Feroboeam, whole Dominions were of a larger Extent, . intending to over- 
power Abiam with Numbers, raiſed an Army of eight hundred thouland] 
Men; whom Abiam reſolves to ingage, notwithſtanding the great Jnequts| 
lity of two to one, Juſt before the Battle, Miam, in a long Oration, 
expoſtulated with the Maelitiſo Army the Jnjuſtice of their Caule, 
| revolting from his Father Rehoboam; which, whilſt he was domg, Je 
roboam, to obtain a compleat and eafy Victory, ſurrounded A4 and 
his Army; which when the Men of Judab ſaw, they addreſs d thaniewes 
in Prayer to the Lord for Succeſs, and the Prieſts ſounding the Trum- 
pets, and the Soldiers giving a great Shout, they charged the Ifracita 
ſo bravely, that they ſoon made them give Way, and in the whole AG 
tion put five hundred thouſand of them to the Sword, bia improve 
Sis Victory, and purſues Feroboum, from whom he took many conlide- 
mam. So be is called 1 Kings 15. 1. but in 2 Chron, 13, he is called H65ja9, 
+ Oration, See 2 Ghron, 13. 5. . E 
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ile Places of Strength, which ſo weaken'd Jeroboam, that he was ne- 
ver afterwards able to oppoſe Ab1am ; who by this and other ſucceſsful 
(chievements grew very great and powerful; but his Reign was ſhort, 
a © he reigned but three Years, | e 
) Abiam is ſucceeded by his Son Aſa, a Prince of great Piety and Virtue, 
ho came peaceably to the Throne, and reigning quietly for the firſt ten 
Years, reform'd many Abuſes of the former Reigns, expelling the So- 
4mites, breaking down Idols, and demoliſhing their Altars in all the 


a Cities of Judah; and reſtoring the ſacred Veſſels of Gold and Silver to 


7 the Temple, he compelled Judab to ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, 
ü 


ind to keep his Law, In this Time of Peace Aſa built many Cities, and 


e brußed others, for the ſecurity and Strength of his Kingdom; but after 
ele ten peacedable Years, Zera, King of Ethiopia threatens Judab with 
Army of ten hundred thouſand Men, and a great Number of armed 


1 Chariots. Hſa was not unprovided ; for he immediately raiſed five hun- 
. (ed and cighty thouſand Men to oppoſe him; but ſeeing himſelf fo 


» owermatch'd by the Enemy, he applied to the Lord for Succour, in an 


is WW bumble Confidence, faying, © Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help, 
„whether with many, or with them that have no Power, Help us, 


0 Lord our God, for we rely on Thee, and in thy Name we go a- 
gainſt this Multitude, O Lord, Thou art our God, let not Man pre- 


where he gave them a total Overthrow, and plunder'd the Country round 
about Gerar > After which he return'd to Feru/alem with the Spoil of 
the Enemy, 5 

Upon Aſa's Triumphant Entry into Feruſalem, God, to incourage him 


the Neceſſity of his continuing in his Service, and to aſſure him of his 
Care and Protection, ſo long as he ſerv'd him, but no longer. Upon 
which Aja made a thorough Reformation, not only demoliſhing the Idols, 
which {ti} remain'd in Fudah and Benjamin, but in the conquer'd 'Coun- 


| tries ; and repairing the Altar before the Porch of the Temple, he ſum- 
non d not only the Natives, but all Strangers that were among them, to 
pn in Devotion with him; where they offer'd of the Spoil that they had 
aken ſeven hundred Oxen, and ſeven thouſand Sheep; ingaging in a Co- 
rant at the ſame Time, that whoſoever ſhould forſake- the true Mo - 
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„ yail againſt Thee. *So acceptable was this ſhort, but hearty Prayer 
of King Aſa, that he routed the Ethiopians, purſuing them to Gerar ; 
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ſhip of the Lord ſhould be put to Death. This they confrtm d by 0,6 


feat Abiam gave him, but died in the firſt or ſecond Year of ſas Rejv, 
leaving his Son Nadab, who ſucceeded him both in his King | 


330 ACommpat'HISTORT Book YI 
which God accepted, and gave them Reſt, | 


Affairs going on thus ſucceſsfully in Judab, conſiderable Changes hay 
pen'd among the 1/raehtes : For Feroboam did not long ſurvive the b 


le b Lingdom end hi 
Sins: He having ſcarce compleated two Years, was ſlain by Baaſha 2 


the Siege of Grbbethon, a Town belonging to the Tribe of Dan, but they 


in Poſſeſſion of the Philiftines. Baaſba thus poſſeſs d of the Iiraelitih 
Throne, to ſecure himſelf, makes it his chief Buſineſs to extirpate 5% 
boam's Family, which he ſoon perform'd\ not leaving one alive, s th 
Prophet Abijab had foretold to Feroboam's Wife. And tho Ferghcon' 
Idolatry was the Cauſe of his Ruin, yet Baaſhe in that imitates him; 
and, to prevent a total Defection of his Subjects, who: from all Quarte: 
of T/rael revolt to Aſa upon the Reformation he had begun in Judal, 
with an armed Force went and built Ramab, and fortify'd it, keeping 
a good Garriſon. in it, to prevent the Hraelites running over to Fur), 
Aa having hitherto obey'd the Lord, and made a theroug Rete 
mation in his Kingdom, at laſt makes a fatal falſe Step; for not thinking 
himſelf ſtrong enough to. encounter Baaſha, inſtead of applying to Gul, 
as he did in former Diſtreſſes, he facrilegiouſly takes all the Silver and Cold 
that was in the Temple, and in his own Exchequer, and ends it for 
a Preſent to Benhadad King of Syria, requeſting his Afiſtance again 
Baaſha. Benbadud, tempted with fo rich a Preſent, immediatcly attacks 
ſeveral Cities of Mael with ſuch Succeſs, that Baaſha w forc'd t 
quit his new Deſign. of fortifying his Frontiers towards Jude, to defend 
the other Parts of his Kingdom; of which Aſa taking Advantage, he 
marches to Ramah, which he demoliſhes, and with the Materials of tt 


builds two Cities in his own Dominions, called Geba and Msp. But 


whilſt he was buſied in ſecuring bimſelf by his own Politicks, without 
any Regard to the Providence of God, which had hitherto ſupported hin, 
the Lord ſent Hanani the Prophet to him, who putting him in mind ot 


the many and great Deliverances he had received from the Mercy of God, 


and reproaching him with his Diffidence in applying to the King of Syria, | 


| inſtead of God, be tells him, the teſt of his Reign ſhall be ipent in 


War. Aſa, who had hitherto been attended with a conſtant Series 0 
Succeſs, could not bear this Reproof; and, to be reveng'd of the Pr ophet 
puts him in Priſon. F 1 
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F About the ſame Time Feb, the Son of this Hanani the Prophet, was 


* 1 th Lord to Baaſha, upon the ſame Errand, but with a ſeverer 


Doom. For after having reproach d him with the Sin of Idolatry, and 
-llowing the Steps of Feroboam, he told him the Lord would cut off 
him and his Poſters, © © BET K 

' # Baoſha dying in the Six and twentieth Year of King Aſa, his Son 
Elab ſucceeded him; who, being an impious and debauch'd Prince, was, 
in the ſecond Year of his Reign, aſſaſſinated, as he was caroufing in his 
oeward's Houſe, by Zimri, Captain of Part of his Cavalry; who uſurp- 
ed the Kingdom, and extirpated Baaſha's Family, not ſparing any of his 
Kindred or Friends, At this Time the Army was incamp'd before Gib- 
bethon, which was in the Poſſeſſion of the Philiſtines; and the News of 
7inri's Conſpiracy and Elab's Death being brought to the Camp, the 
Army proclaim'd Omri, the General, King; who, raiſing the Siege of 
Cibbetbon, march' d directly to Tirgab, the Royal City, and there be- 


ſeged Zimri; who, not able to defend the Place, and deſpairing of Suc- 
cour, retir'd to the Palace, and burnt both it and himſek. . 

Zinri having thus put an End to his ſhort Reign (which laſted but 
ſeyen Days) the People of 1/rae/ were divided, ſome following Tibni the 


* Buc/ha, Here the Series of Hiſtory grows 
Intricate's ang, it has puzzled the greateſt Wits 
to reconcile the Difficulty. Scaliger follows 
the Series. of the Kings of Judab according to 
the Time mention'd in the Holy Scriptures, 
without any Regard to the comparing of it 
with the Reigns of the Kings of Lſracl. It's 


| probable that Baaſba did not live long after 
Jelu the Prophet had denounc'd the Judg- 
ment againſt him. He is ſaid to ha ve ſlept 
with his Fathers, and Elab his Son to have 


ſucceeded him in the Six and Twentieth Year 
of 4/a King of Judah, 1 Kings 16. 6. and 
J. Yet Baaſpa's Expedition againſt A/a, in 
order to build Ramab, is ſaid to be in the 
vx end Thirtieth Year of the Reign of 4/a, 
t Chron, 16. 1. Junius and Tremellius, to re- 
concile this Difference, would have that Six 
and thirtieth Year to relate, not to Aſd's Reign, 
but to the Date of the Kingdon of Judah, 
from the Diviſion of the Kingdom of 1jrae!, 
it Rehoboam's coming to the Crown, and to 


de but the fourteenth Year of the Reign of 


NumB, XLIV. 


| Aſa. But that cannot be, ſince this Expedi- 
tion of Baaſba, for the Building of Ramab, 


was ſome Time after A had defeated the 


King of Ethiopia; for the Prophet Hanani 
reproach'd 4/a tor forgetting the Deliverance 
God had given him from that King, when 


he defired Help of Benhadad King of Syria 
againſt Baaſba. And yet the Defeat of the 
Ethiopians, or at leaſt the Covenant for Re- 


formation, which Judah thereupon entred in- 


to, is exprefly placed in the third Month of 


the fifteenth Year of King A/a's Reign, 80 


that that Six and thirtieth Year, in which Baaſba 
is ſaid to go up to build Rama (and which 
ſeems to have been a good while after the 
Reformation Covenant, made in Aſa's fifteenth 
Year) can by no good Computation be made 
to be the fourteenth Year of % Reign. In 
ſhort, the Occaſion of this Difference muſt 
proceed from the Miſtake of ſome Tranſcri- 
ber, which alone can reconcile it, as is the 
Caſe in many other Places. 
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nd bake it on the Embers, and afterwards make for herſelf and Son, aſ- 
ring her, that the Flower and Oil ſhould not fail, till God ſhould fend 


| te bid her; and the and her Family liv'd upon this little Store many 
Days. During Elijab's Stay at this Woman's Houſe, her Son fell fick 


-nviac'd the Woman that he was a Prophet. 

The Drought continued, as Elijah had foretold, which occaſion'd a 
great Famine z the third Year the Lord commanded Elijah to appear be- 
fre Ahab, for he told him he would ſend Rain; whereupon Elijah ſet 
award. At this Time Abab and his Steward Obadiah (who was a Man 
that fear'd the Lord, and ſhew'd it in ſaving a hundred Prophets, whom 
#%zehct would have murder'd, (dividing the Land between them) went 
two ſeveral Ways to ſeek for Graſs to preſerve the Mules and Horſes. 


tim Reverence, and with Joy ſaid, Art thou my Lord Elijab? He 
reply'd, © Jam: Now therefore go tell thy Lord, that Elijah is here.” 
OHadiah having regard to Elijab's Safety, and unwilling to deliver him up 
to Ahab, who had cauſed Search to be made for him; and beſides, be- 
ng afraid, that when he ſhould have given an Account of him, he might 
wiſh, and then the King, inrag'd that he could not find the Prophet, 
tight put him to Death, would have excus'd himſelf from going on 


troubled 1/-ael ;-and that the Calamity they had ſuffer'd had befallen them 
lor having forſaken the Law of the Lord, and following Baal. Now 
" therefore, fays he, to make it appear, Who has troubled 1/-ae!, aſſem- 
dle the People of Hrael at Mount Carmel, and bring thither the four 
hundred and fifty Prophets of Baal, and the four hundred Prophets of 


al aſſembled, Elijah propos d to Baal's Prieſts to have two Bullocks 


ay Fire under it; and that he would do the like by his; that they 
ſhould then call upon their Gods, and he would call upon the Name of 
be Lord; and that the Deity, which ſhould make it appear he had heard 
der Pray ers, by conſuming the Sacrifice with Fire, ſhould be own 1 
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Rain upon the Earth. The poor Woman made no Diſpute, but did as 


1d died, whom the Prophet miraculouſly brought to Life again; which 


Providence ſo order'd it, that Obadiah met Elijah, and knowing him, did 


that Errand : But Elijab aſſuring him, that he would appear the ſame 
Day before Ahab, he went and told him; who immediately came out 
6 meet Flijab, and inſtead of faluting him, upbraided him with troub- 
ing Hael. Elijab anſwer'd, that not he, but Ahab and his Family had 


" the Groves, whom Fezebel feeds at her Table.” When they were 


brought, that they ſhould lay one of them upon Wood, without putting 
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334 2 Compleat HI STORT Boot vl 
God. This they agreed to, and Baal's Prieſts call'd upon their Go ti 
Noon, but to no Purpoſe. Then Elijah, out of a holy Indignziny 1. 
gan to-mock. them, ſaying, ©* Cry louder yet, perhaps your God Bj; 


* wants to be waked.” Theſe falſe Prieſts, hoping till for an 


themſelves with Knives and Lancets, till the Blood came, 


down, he laid the Bullock on the Wood, and pour'd Water on the $%i. 
| fice, the Wood and the Altar, three Times, to ſhew there was no Cy. 


Time of offering the Evening Sacrifice being come, E/yah drew near t) 


| Lord fell, and confumed not only. the Burnt-Offering, but the Wood ard 
it fell on their Faces, and-own'd, that the God of Elijah was the tru 


Death. | 


which would ſoon produce more. Then going up to Mount Carmel, he 


* * ** 
* — 


< talking to ſome Body, or on a Journey, or perhaps he is alley, and 


Anſwer 
on N Cut 


from their God, cried yet louder; and, finding that did not d 


Elijab, having allowed them ſufficient Time, invited the People 4, 
draw near him, and taking twelve Stones, according to the Number of 
the Tribes, he repair'd the Altar of the Lord, which had been becken 


luſion by concealing any Fire, and to render the expected Miracle mor 
conſpicuous and inconteſtable. All Things being thus diſpoſed, and the 


the Altar, and ſaid, 0 Lord God of | Abraham, Haas and Jacob, {hew this 
«© Day, that thou art the God of 7/-ae/, that I am thy Servant, and tut 
« it is by thy Command that I have done this Thing. 1Icar me, 0 
© Lord, hear me, that theſe People may underſtand, that thou art the 
% Lord God, and that their Hearts may be converted from their lch 
« unto Thee.” He had no ſooner done ſpeaking, but the Fire of the 


Stones, the very Duſt, and the Water in the Trench about the Altar, 
The People ſeeing this Miracle, in Admiration and Acknowledgment of 


God. Upon this Elijah order'd them to ſecure the Prieſts of Haul, and 
cauſing them to be brought to the Brook Ki/hon, had them all put to 


_ Elijah having thus. convinc'd the People of the omnipotent Power of 
the Lord, and done Execution on the falſe Prieſts, advis d Aal to cat and 
drink without fear of waſting his Proviſions, for there was Rain coming, 


bid his Servant go and look towards the Sea; the Servant went ent 
Times, and the ſeventh he brought him back Word, that he l * 
little Cloud riſe out of the Sea like a Man's Hand. Upon Which he 


| Cut, &c. This was. the Manner of fitively forbidden his People to itte, Lei. 
the. Heathens anciently by which they ex- 19, 28, and Deut. 14. 1 | 
preſs'd extreme Sorrow, whic God had po-' * 
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u hi 80 to Ahab,” and adviſe, him to get ready his Chariot, and haſte 
tome, left he ſhonid be taken in the Rain. Abab. perceiving the Sky 


\cer-caſt, makes the beſt of his Way to Jegreel; and Elijah having gird- 
ei his Veſt about him, ran before Ahab; who immediately related to 
*:zebel his Queen all that Eljab had done, and particularly how he had 
"caſion'd the Death of the Prophets. This ſo inrag'd  Fezebel, that 
he proteſted by her Gods, Eliſab fhould' not ſurvive them longer than 
the next Day. He hearing this, takes the Hint, and withdraws out of 
Labs Dominions to Beerſbeba in Fudah ; where leaving his Servants he 
went two Days Journey into the Wilderneſs, and being weary, he fat 
down at the Foot of a Junipet-Tree, and wiſhing to die, he fell aſleep. 
He had not long ſlept, but an Angel waked bim, bidding him rife and 
it, Whereupon awaking, he found a Cake of Bread, and a Pot of Wa- 
ter; of which having eaten and drank, he laid himſelf down to fleep a- 
vin: But the Angel ſoon waked him, and bid him eat again, for he had 
: long Journey to take. He did accordingly, and went through the 


of Cod. There it was the Lord appeared to him, and having by ſeve- 
a Emblems of the Wind rending the Rocks, the Earthquake and the 
Fire, made him ſenſible of his Power, he diſmiſs'd him to go and anoint 
| Hozoel King of ria, Febu King of IJfrael, and Eliſba to be Prophet 
in his own Room; afluring him he had reſerv'd to himſelf ſeven thou- 
land Men in Mrael, Who had net paid Adoration to Baal. 
Eliſab on his way met Eliſha at Plough; and as he paſſed by him, 
be threw his + Mantle upon him. Eliſa, Who knew the Meaning of 


Parents, But Elijah giving him a ſhort Anſwer, ſaid, Go, return, know- 


ion him in haſt le two of the Oxen and dreſſed them, and diſtris 
buting them among the People, took his Leave, and followed Elijab. 
Aﬀtairs going on thus in Mael, Aſa, King of Judab, having reign'd 
ue and thirty Vears, was very much diſtemper'd both in Mind and 
* erty, Not that it Was forty Days Jour- wich ihe was inflituted the Companion 
om Yeerſheba to Mount Horeb (it deing and Succeſſor of Elgah. Which Ceremony 
wt move {our- of five Days) but Elijzh muſt, was in. Uſe lohg* befote, 4nd after, in other 


Wo bad vowed his Death, wander out of chap. 2. ver. 9. Spread thy Hai or Mantle o- 
de arriv's atria 2050: Dus, * 1 1 57 ſpread” my Clank over tber. R 
t Han. This was the Ceremony; I 


W: 47 * 
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Srength of that Meat * forty Days and forty Nights to Horeb the Mount 


this. followed Elijah, and defired that he might take his Leave of his 


" eſt thou what; I have done to thee ? ”* Thereupon Eliſba turning back 


ro“ Fear of | being apprehended by Fexebel, Cafes; as in that of Boaz When he took Rach, 

de Way; and do made it ſorty Days before ver thy bervants; and in that of Exetiel 16, 
ont an vn he 
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Body; for he left off ſeeking: tb the Lord; as he üſed to do 
and being very much afflicted with a Diſeaſe" in his Feet ( 
Gout) he never apply'd himſelf to God, but confided: wholly in his ph 

ficians; under which Diſtemper having languiſh'd about three Years, „ 
died in the one and torticth Year of his es and Was buried ! in "ki 
own Sepulchre. 

£ "Selaſbaphat 5-00 five ak thirty Years old; eceeded bs Fat her Kin 
Aſa in the Kingdom of Fudah, in the fourth Year of Ahab King of 1 
racl, At his Entrance to the Government he fortified his Frontiers and 
God bleſſed him, becauſe he walked" in the 5 firſt Ways of his Father 
which o indear'd him to his People, that they brought him Preſent 
from all Parts of his Dominions, by which he grew very rich. The firſt 
Expreſſions of his Zeal for God s Service, were the Extirpation of thoſe 
Soc mites which remain'd in his Father Asa. s Reign, and Deſtruction 
of the idolatrous high Places and Groves in Judah. In the third Vat 
of his Reign he ſent to ſeveral of his Princes, to entertain Loviter and 
Prieſts in the Cities of Judah ; and, to eftabliſh the-true Religion among 
them, he commanded them to tale the Book of tlie Law; and teach 
the People throughout all Judab. This good Work God 15. incourag d, 
that he ſtruck the neighbouring Nations with ſach Terror, that the Phi. 
 tiftines brought Preſents of Silver to Nene d and the Arabian F locks, 
in Token of Homage. Nor vas he leſs potent in Arms than Wealth 
for he had a ſtanding: Army- of. above eleven hundred thouſand Men; be. 
tides thoſe in Garriſons. 

Wbilſt good Jebvſd ſhaphat was thus Aeg the Affairs of his Kingdom, 
Binhadad, King of Syria, invades Abab King of Iſrael with a vaſt Army, 
and ſends an infolent Meſlage, demanding! an intire Surrender of all bis 
Treaſure, Wives and Children. Ahab at firſt was frighted into a poor 
Submiſſion, which was far from pacifying the arrogant Syrian ; who fe- 
peating his inſolent Demand; hab took Heart, and conſulting his Peo- 
ple; they advis'd him not to conſent. Benbadad inrag'd at this, ſwore a 
Revenge, and immediately attack d the City, thinking to carry it by 
Nam. But God, in eee to HMael, and provok 10 by the Inſals 


% $ Firft, Ye: In 2. 'Cbrmn. 17. 3. we. read, uid ; and it is certain, As ful Days mel 
in be Art Ways of bis. Father David. But better than his laſt. But if we read it as pee 
it may queſtion d, . whether avid be not ſlipt in be, firſt Ways of bis Father Devid; *. 
in here, 93 ihe E ault of L ranſcribers, in the muſt underſtand it of Devid's Ways, be ” 
Place of Ae: For in 1 Kings 2. 43. pa be tranſyrelled. in the Cale of Bath 1 
at z. n. 20; 33, 4% is. named, not Wie n % h 
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of the haughty : Sy iun King,” ſent a Prophet to Ahab to aſſure him of 
Victory. Abab. knowing he had but a ſmall Force, conſiſting of but ſeven 
ouſand two hundred and thirty two Men, and doubtful of Succeſs againſt 
ſo great an Army of the Enemy, aſk'd the Prophet 'by whom he ſhould 
gun the Victory? The Prophet reply'd; By the young Men, Servants to 
the Princes of Hrael. Abab then numbering them, found them to be 
two hundred” thirty two Men; who, upon the Signal given, ſallied out 
of the City at Noon-Day, and ſurpriz d the Syrians. The King with two 
od thirty Princes that aſſiſted him were drinking in their Tents as ſecure 


of Victory; and when the News of the Sally was brought him, he com- 


manded that they ſhould bring them alive before him. But they that 
made the Sally, followed by the reſt of the little Army, fell in ſo furi- 
oully with the Syrians, that they immediately routed them, Benhadad 
their King with Difficulty efcaping with the Horſe, _ | 
Ahab returning ta the City loaden with the. Spoils of the Enemy, the 


Prophet came and warn'd him to provide for his Defence, againſt next | 


Yar ; for then, he told him, the Syrians would return again: Which 


xcordingly fell out; for the Syrzans to take off the Diſgrace of their be- 
ug defeated. by ſo ſmall an Army of the Hraelites, told their King, + That 


the Gods of the rarlites were Gods of the Hills, and they. fighting them 


n the Hill-Country, they were too. ſtrong for them; and therefore ad- 


id him to let them fight in the Champain Country, and they did not 


| oubt of beating them. The King of Syria accordingly took their Ad- 


ice, and having rais'd an Army equal in Number to that which was 
leated the Year before, returned to fight the Maelites with full. Aſ- 
lurance of Victorr. a 1 Ith 1191 


Ahab, by the Advice of the Prophet, was prepar'd to receive the Ene- 


ny, and upon their Appearance on his Frontiers march'd out with a Re- 


ſolution to give them Battle, the Prophet having aſſur d him of Victory. 


The two Armies having ſtood facing each other ſeven Days ſucceſſively, 
a laſt ingag d, and. Hael with. a Force very. much inferior to the Sy- 
"ans, ſoon routed them, killing upon the Spot an hundred thouſand Men; 
we reſt flying to Aphek, got into that City, where, inſtead: of Safety, 


eren and twenty 'thoufand of them found their Fate, being oruſh'd- to 


Death by. the falling down of the Wall upon them. Benbadad, among 
tte ſt, fled to Apbek and hid himſelf ; but his Servants ſeeing no Secu- 
Wy n that. Place from their victorious Enemy, . perſuaded him. to. let 
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wem throw” themſtlves at the King of Mrael's Feet, for, (iid they the : 
Kings of T# act ate mereiful Princes, Benbadad contents, and they p 
ting on-'dackeloth, and Ropes about their Necks, went and ny pl 
_ themſelves before Abab in that ſupplicant Poſture, : and beg'd Mercy for 
their King and themſelves. \ Ahab, as overjoy'd at this News, melts um 
a Tenderbeſs (which aſterxrards coſt him dear) and kindly inquiring of. a 
ter Benbadad's Welfare, calls him his Brother. The Soldiers ready J 
catch hold of this Kind Expreſſion, and repeat it, ſaying, Thy Brothe 
Benbudad. Whereupon, Abab bid chem conduct their Maſter to hin WAN * 
Benhadad thus unexpectedly; preſerv' d, came to Ahab, who very affect. f 
onately receives him, and-thkesi him into his Chariot with bim; when N 
the overjoyrid en e to ve ſtore all the Places he or his Fe. 
ther had taken from Abub and his Predeceſſors. Abab approving of that 
Conditions, made a Leage with Benbadad, and ſet him at Liberty. 
Abab making no better Dſe of this Advantage he had over the Ki: 


of Syria, recewes a ſever Check from God] who ſent a Prophet a 8 
him Wꝛith this Meſfage; Since thou haſt ſuffer' d the Man to «care, WM | 
. hom L appointeff to utter Deſtuction, thy Life hall go for hL 
and thy People for his People.“ Abab, inſtead of humbling nimfelt 
at the Denouncing of this heavy Sentence, or ſhewing any penitent Sor- 
to for his Fault, retir'd to his Palace ſullen and diſpleas'd; and foon 
after adds to his former Guilt, by caſting a greedy Eye on Nabotb the 
Jesereelites Vineyard; Which, he thought, lay conveniently near his 
on Garden; and offerid Naboth any other Piece of Land, as an Equi 
valent for it, or the Malue of it in Money. Naboth had no Reaſon to 
refuſe ſo fair a Propoſal, had it not been for the expreſs Command of 
the Kaw; of Which Naboch was à conſcientions Profeſſor, and which 
forhad the Children of Igael to ſell their Inheritances ; which Nav! 
pleaded as an Excuſa to Abab. This Diſappointment, though a Trit 
1 it; ſelf to ſo gteat a Prince, ſo affected Abus, that in a ſuden Fit he 
took his Bed, and would not eat his Victuals.“ Fezebel his Wife unCer- 
ſtanding the Cauſe of his Diſquiet, reproaches him with Puſillanimuty, 
Who being 4 King, would not exert his Power to gratify himſelt, Ihen 
to cheer him up, ſne bid him be merry; for ſhe had an Expedient t0 
put him in Poſſeſſion of the Vineyard. The Queen was not long Þ 
putting her wicked Purpoſe in Execution; for writing Letters in tte 
King's Name, and ſealing them with the Royal Signet, ſhe ſent them © 
I Law. See Levil, 25. 23. and Numb. 36, 7, C. 
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the Elders of Fezreel, commanded them to proclaim a Faſt; and to 
ocure two falſe Witneſſes to depoſe, that Naboth blaſphemed God and 
the King, and to ſtone him to Death. This was accordingly | executed, 
1 that there might be none to lay claim to Naboth's Inheritance, they 
his * Sons. Upon this Abab takes Poſſeſſion of Naboth's Vine- 
und; but immediately came the Prophet Elijah by God's expreſs Com- 
mand, to declare, that ſince he had in ſo wicked a Manner kill'd Na- 
kith, and ſeized his Vineyard, in the fame Place whete Dogs had licked 
= Voboth's Blood, ſhould Dogs lick the Blood of Ahab ; and that he and 
%%% AAA o; ol wc, bois, ws, 2 
Jab terrified with this dreadful, but juſt Doom, rent his Clothes, 
and putting on Sackcloth, humbled himſelf before the Lord ; who in re- 
ſpect to his Repentance told Elijab, that the Evils he had threatned to 
ab's Houſe ſhould not happen during his Reign, but in his Son's. And 
that Jezebel, the wicked Contriver of this Miſchiet might not go un- 
aniſh'd, the Prophet pronounc'd her Sentence, which was, That Dogs 
| ſhould eat her by the Wall of Tezreel, np 
 Ababs Humiliation might probably be the Inducement to cauſe Jeho- 
ſuphat, King of Fudab, to make a League with Ahab ; which was ſoon 
after ſtrengthened by an Alliance between the two Families, for Je- 
 iſkaphat + married his Son and Heir to Abab's Daughter. This un- 
happy League and Alliance foon after occation'd an Interview between 
the two Kings, Feboſbaphat going to Samaria to viſit Abab, who enter- 
tains him and his Friends very ſplendidly ; and, improving this Oppor- 
tunity to the beſt Advantage, invites Jehoſbaphat to go with him to the 
Siege of Ramoth- Gilead, then in Poſſeſſion of the Syrians. Tehoſhaphat 
unwarily conſented, and promiſes to aſſiſt him; but recollecting himſelf, 
ke would not undertake any Thing in this Affair, without the Appro- 
bation of the Lord. Ahab thereupon aſſembled his Prophets (Prophets 
ef the Groves) and put the Queſtion to them; who unanimouſly an- 
herd, “ Go up, for the Lord will deliver the Place into thy Hands.“ 
Jeboſbaphat not ſatisfy'd with what theſe falſe Prophets reported, aſed 
Ahab if there were not a Prophet of the Lord near, that they might in- 
qure by him? Ahab told him there was one, but that he never pro- 
phcſied good of him. But TJehoſhaphat deſiring to have him produced, 
Abab unwilling to diſoblige him, ſent for the Prophet Micajab; who 
charging Abab's Prophets with Falſhood, foretold that the Enterprize 


* Fon, See 2 Kings 9. 26, 9 Married See 2 Chron, 21. 6, and 2 Kings 8. 18. 
NuuB. XLV. 4 U would 
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do Somaria, and buried there: But that the Prophecy of Elijah might 


mies of the Lord: But, not to deject him too much, told him he wa: 
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would be fatal to HMynei, and-advis'd the two Kings to defiſt. az 
fuſing to give Ctedit to Micajab's. Words, order'd him to be ecurd n 
Priſon till his Return, and being reſolv'd to give the Syrians Battle 10 
marches towards them. Tho! Jeho/haphat had heard all that paſſed. an ; 
_ eould not but know: Micajab to be a true Prophet, yet having ingy F] 
_ himſelf wick Hab, he bore him Company to Ramoth-Gilead, And = 
being in Sight of the E „Aab began to cool, and recollecting M. 
£4jab's Prophecy, he thought to fruſtrate it by a Project of his own . 
for diſguiſing himſelf, he fought in his Chariot like one of his Captains 
but he adviſed Feho/haphat to fight in his Robes. The King of dig 
bad commanded his Officers to make all their Efforts. againit the Kino 
of Iſrael, who being diſguiſed, the Syrian Officers not knowing him 
took Fehoſhaphat for him, and preſſed him very hard; but perceiving | 
was not Ahab, they left him. Tehoſhaphat eſcap'd this Time; but Aha}; | 
politick Expedient did him no Service, for he was mortally wounded by 
a random Arrow : Notwithſtanding which, the Action growing hotter, 
he was held up in his Chariot to incourage his Soldiers; but about Sun. 
ſet he died, and the Retreat was ſounded. Abab thus dead was convey's 


not go unfulfilled, his Chariot being ſtained by the Flux of Blood from 
his Wound, it was waſhed in the Pool of Samaria, where the Dogs 
licked up his Blood, as had been foretold. 
As for Jeboſbaphat, though he eſcaped without Hurt in the Battle, 

t the Lord was angry with him, and ſent the Prophet Jehi to meet 
Im upon his return to Feruſalem, and chide him for afſiſting the Ene- | 
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acceptable to God, becauſe he had taken away the Idolatrous Groves, 
and prepared his Heart to ſerve him. This gentle Reproof had ſo good 
an Effect upon pious Feho/haphat, that he purged his Kingdom through- | 
out, himſelf going in Perſon from Beerſbeba to Mount Ephraim, and 
Brought the People back to the Worſhip of the Lord. After this he ſet- 
tled the Legiſlature of his Kingdom, and reducing all Matters, public: 
and private, under an exact Oeconomy, he told them, that if they cid 
their Duty, the Lord would be with them. Which Fehoſhopha! 1001 
found experimentally true; for the Maabites and Ammonites, with theis 

Confederates, came with a vaſt Army, and invaded Fudeh, which put 
Feboſhaphat into a great Fright. This pious Prince diſtruſting his on 
Strength, immediately applies himſelf to God; and proclaiming a _ 


— 
— aw _ 
— A =" 


e People aſſembled all the Cities of Fara to Ferufalem; to afk Help. 
_ *ehoſbaphat; in the Namie of alk the People, EST. himſelf E 
q Prayer to the Lord, ſtanding before the Congregation in the Temple. 
To whom God was pleaſed by his Servant Feba rel, the Levite, to give 
x gracious Anfwer, and aſſure them of Succeſs the next Day. Upon 
which, the whole Congregation having worſhipped the Lord, and the 
Levites praiſed him with a loud Voice, they marched out early the next 
Morning to the Wilderneſs of Tekoa; where making a Halt, Jeheſba- 
phat in a ſhort, but pathetick Speech, preſſes them to the Service of the 
Lord, aſſuring them, that if they would believe him and his Prophets, 
they ſhould' proſper. Then the King appointed Singers, who were to 
march at the Head of the Army, and to fing, © Praiſe the Lord, for his 
Mercy endureth for ever.” This Chorus was to be the Signal; for as 
they began to ſing, it pleaſed the Lord fo to confound and infatuate the 
Ambuſcades of the Enemy, that they fell upon one another through 
Miſtake, the Ammonites, Moabites, and People of Mount Seir, killing 
and deſtroying thoſe that oppoſed them, and afterwards themſelves; for 
that here was a Victory gained without Fudah's drawing a Sword; for 
when Fehoſhaphat came with his Army where the Enemy lay, he found 
nothing but dead Bodies; and the Spoil was ſo great, that it was more 
than they could carry off. Three Days they were in gathering it, and 
on the fourth, meeting in the Valley, they gave thanks to God for this 
Deliverance, From which act the Place was called the Valley of Bleſſing. 
Tebo/haphat enters Feruſalem in Triumph with his victorious Troops, 
1nd is received with the utmoſt Expreſſions of Joy by his People, who _ 
{ke the Hand of God apparent in this Defeat of their Enemies; which 
indeed being ſo manifeſt, it ſtruck» ſuch Terror into the neighbouring 
-s that Jebſtaphut injoyed an uninterrupted Peace all the reſt of 
his Reign. . : ES Fe 
 Abab being dead, his Son Ahaztah ſucceeded him, who inherited all 
is Father's Vices, as well as his Kingdom, With this wicked Prince 
good Fehoſbaphat is drawn into Confederacy ; they agreeing to fit out a. 
Fleet between them to fetch Gold from Ophir. But God not approving” 
« this Enterprize, it came to nothing; for the Ships were loſt in the 
Harbour. Abazzah; in the ſecond Year of his Reign, received a Hurt 


8 Prayer. See 2 Chron, 20. 6: 
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3% 1 Compleat HIS TORAT hoo vf 
boi Fall through a 1 Latteſs in his upper Rodm; 
Meſſengers to inquire of Baal ae, God of Ekron, whether 1 

ſnould recover of his Hurt, orm eis fo provoked the Lord « 
he ſent Hlijab to meet the Mefugers, Md ſay to them, Is there by 
God in T#ae), that you go to conſult” || 'Baal-zebub, the God of Ehen? 
“% 'Tel-your” Maſter, the Lord ſaith he ſnhal not recover of this Diſtem. 

'S: per; but ſhall ſurely die. The Meſſengers go no further, but return 
with that Account to Ahazzah, who, by the Deſcription they gave ef 
the Man they met, knew it muſt be Elijab. Whereupon he ditpatches 
away a Captain with fifty Men to fetch Elijah. The Captain approach- 
ing him, who ſat on the Top of a Hill, ſaid to him, Map of Gy 
de come down.“ To whom Elijab anſwered, „If I am a Man of G04 
e let Fire come from Heaven, and deſtroy. thee and thy fifty Mw," 
M's Immediately Fire fell from Heaven, and conſumed the 
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Immedi Captain and his 
Men: The ſame happèned to another Captain and fifty Men: Put the 


third Captain, dreading the Fate of his Fellows, came trembling over 
their Aſhes, and paying a moſt profound Reſpect to the Prophet, pegged 
his Life and his Soldiers. Whilſt the Captain was interceding for him. 
* {lf and his People, the Lord hinted to Elljab to go with the Cantain 
a to Abazieh, and fear not. To whom he delivered-chis Meſſage: Thus 
i *<©* faith the Lord; Since thou haſt ſent Meſſengers to inquire of Baal 
\| . Sebub, as if there were no God in Jrael, thou ſhalt not come down 
t from off that Bed on which thou lieſt, but ſhalt ſurely die.” Which 
wy ſoon happen'd-; for he died in the Beginning of the ſecond Year ot bi; 
Reign, and was ſucceeded by his Brother Fehoram. | 

And now the Time being nigh at Hand that Elijah was to be tranſla- 
ted to Heaven, he went to Gilgal, taking Eliſha, who was to be his 
|! .  Succeffor in the prophetick Office, with him: From thence they went 
| to Bethel, from Bethel to * Fericho, and from Fericho to the Jordan, 
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is. 1 Latteſs. That is, through the latteſſed the People of EFron to drive away the Fes, 
odr chequer'd Window of the Battlement: For with which that Country was much intelee, 
in Paleſtine the upper Chamber was the Roof being very hot and moiſt, and near the d 
of the Houſe, where they uſed to walk, up,. A This City was rebuilt by 4%, 
| . ard lleep. And this being huilt -rounde,with the Bethlebite, who, according to 1 bt 
„ Aa Battlement, as the Law Tequir #4 ent: 22. of the Lord, which above five burned Y cats 
38. J0 prevent auy one's: falling,*.* muſt de before he ſpake by Fo/hua the Son of , 
Wl - fuppoſed that this chequer'd Window gave Fo/bua 6. W. laid the Foundation oft 
Wap, and Abaziab fell through it. Abiram his fitſt-born, and ſet up be Gees 
„I Baakzebub; He is called the God of thefeof in his younger Son Sg. Ang! 
Nies becauſe he was wont to be invoked by 16, 34. 
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hook VI. 


Eljab with his Mantle divided the Waters, ſo that they both paſſed 
wer-dry-ſhod. + Then Elijah aſking Eliſba what he ſhould do for him 
refore he parted from him; he defired 
be diſpenſed on him. Elijah told him he aſked a difficult Thing; but 
ret it ſhould be granted him, provided he could * fee him when he 
ould be taken from him, otherwiſe not. Whilſt they were thus talk- 


W hem aſunder, Eliſab was carried up to Heaven in a Whirlwind. Eliſha, 


ther. After which rending his Clothes to expreſs his Sorrow, he 
wok up Elijab's Mantle, which fell from him as he aſcended, and with 
i dividing the Waters of the Jordan, as Elijah had done before, he 


fled over. 


— 


Prophets, who ſaid one to another upon the Miracle of dividing the Wa- 
ter, „The Spirit of Elijab doth reſt upon Eliſba. And when they came 
nar him, they paid him the fame Reſpect they had done to Elijab. Af- 
ter this he went to Jericho; where the Inhabitants complaining that their 


mocking his venerable Head, * cried, Go up, thou Bald-head ; Go up, 
WJ © thou Bald-head.” The Prophet reſenting this Indignity offered to his 


45 SS 3 


|| a double Portion of his Spirit to 


no, there appeared a Chariot of Fire, and fiery Horſes, which parting 


o let Elijah know he faw this, cried after him, © My Father, my Fa- 


Eliſha 1s ſoon recognized as Elijab's Succeflor by the Sons of the 


. 
23 


Water was unwholſome, and their Land barren, he remedied both, Go- 
ne from hence to Bethel, a Company of little Children ſcoffing at, and 


Character, curſed them in the Name of the Lord: Upon which two 
Bears ruſhed out of the Wood upon the Children, and + killed two and 


| Shaken, & c. The total Silence of any Bu- 
ineſs Elijah had at Bethel and Jericho, may 
mike Way for Conjecture, that EAjab know- 
e Ea was to be bis Succeffor, took theſe 
Journeys to try his Zeal, Faith and Conſtancy. 
| 4 double, Eliſba is here thought to have 
ade to the Law for Inheritances among 


" Ripht of Primogenitute, facceeded to the 
Inter in the Government of the Family, 
oy ed a doubie Patt or Portion of the Goods, 
Or Eſtate, And therefore ſince God had been 
peaſed 10 adopt him to be Eltjah's Succeſſor 
u te prophetick Miniſtry, he craved the Pri- 


| the Jeg. Deut. 21. 17. by which he, who 


vilege of Primogeniture, a double Portion ot 


that Spirit with which ElAjab had been indued. 
* See him. Implying that there rauſt be 


a Spititual Vigilance in him that expects to 
receive a ſpiritual Bleffing. 

+ Kilked. It is not to be ſuppoſed that ſo 
ſevere a Judgment had been inflifted upon 
theſe little Children, had their Mocking pro- 


ceeded only from childiſh Folly, It is there» 
tore reaſonable to conclude, that the Prophet 
was ſenſible. theſe Children had been incou- 


raged by their idolatrous Parents, or others of 


that Place, (for Bethel had been, and, for 


ought that appears, was then the chief * 
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x1 the two firſt Places Elijah would have left Eliſpa behind him; but he = 74 
would not de T ſhaken off. When they were come to the River's ſide, 
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forty of them. From hence Eliſha went by the Way of Mount C 
mel to Samaria; where God ſoon gave him an Opportunity of exe, 
his prophetick Office in a miraculous Manner. — 

Feboram being advanced to the Throne of 1/rael by the Death of his 
Brother Avazzah, was not altogether ſo bad as his Father and Brother 


N fy — wm ene e we * 
* 4 VS - 


* 


for he removed the Idols of Baal, but continued to imitate the g n. 
pieties of Jeroboam. However, he begun his Reign with a juſt Wa 
upon the Moabites; the Occaſion of which was this: The Molt 
from the Time that David ꝓ conquered them, had continued Tributz. 
ries to 1/rael till Abab's Death: Upon which they refuſed to pay they 

| Tribute to his Son Abagiab, who having but a ſhort and ſickly Rein 
ad not reduced them. Feboram makes a Demand of the T ribute, of 


in his prophetick Capacity reflecting on the 


Lord, who fent him, was therefore the more 
exemplarily punifhed, that others might fear, 
and learn to beware, „„ 

8 Tmpieties. In worſhipping the golden 
Calves ſet up by Jeroboam, and compelling 
the People to do the ſame ; leſt, if the Peo- 
pie ſhould go up to Jeruſalem to worſfip the 
true God in the Temple there, they ſhould 


had been tributary to 


Meſba, King of Moab, who refuſing to ſtand to the ancient Contract, Te * 
horam reſolves to compel him by Force; and railing an Army, he {end 10 
to Tehoſhaphat, King of Judab, to aſſiſt him in the Recovery of his 5 
Right. Zeboſpaphat readily conſents, and with their joint Forces He 
marched through the Wilderneſs of Edom, and took the * King of Em © 
with them. Theſe three Kings taking a large Compaſs, to come upon the of 
Rear of the Enemy, and ſurprize them, it took them up {ven DꝗS . 
Time; in which, they being got into a ſcorching hot Deſert, War 

grew ſcarce with them, and they were all ready to periſh. YH con-WM 
cluded they muſt all die with Thirſt, or fall into the Encmy's Hands: 

But good Jeboſbaphat's Piety found out a Remedy to prevent both WM... 
for taking the two Kings with him, he went to the Prophet I, wo: 
was angry at the Sight of Jehoram, and reproached him with the A- 
latry of his Parents; but for the Sake of Fehoſhaphat, the Lord 21M 5: 
of Idolatry in 1/rael, where Jeroboam hid revolt to the King of Judab. This was 7 * 
fet up one of his Calves, 1 Xing 12, 28, robo zm's falſe and wicked Policy, and cont | 
29.) to deride and mock him as a Prophet nued by his Succeſſors, till at laſt, for wel V 
of the Lord, who was zealous againſt their Blindneſs and Obſtinacy, they were all cut of. tl 
Idolatry : And the Indignity offered to him - + Conguer'd. See 2 Sam 8. 2. j 


Tribute. This was an hundred thouſand 
Lambs, and as many Rams, wich the Woch 
R EDS 

* King, Though heis called a K vg bete, 
2 Kings 3. 9, he was indeed but * oy 
to Jehoſbaphat, 1 Kings 22, 47. of £& 
3 Suda) ever ſince King 
David ſabdued them, 2 Sam. 8. 4. and ict 
ſome Time after this continued 12. 

them 


» 
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Book VI. of the HOLY BIBLE. 345 
dem + Inſtructions to procure Water, and at the ſame Time promiſed 


aden by the Way of Edom; and the Moabites, who, upon the Inva- 
ion of the three Kings had muſter'd up all their Force to oppoſe them, 
being the Water like Blood, (for ſo God had diſpoſed it) and in a Place 
where they knew there never uſed to be Water, concluded that the three 
Kings had quarrelled, and their Armies had engaged, fell to plunder 
their Camp; but were ſo warmly receiv'd by the T1/-aelites,, that they 
wot only kill'd many upon the Spot, but purſued them to their own 
Country, deſtroyed their fortified Places, choaked up their Springs, and 
nraged where-ever they came. The King of Moab fled to his Capital 
City Krharaſeb, where the Confederate Armies beſieged him, and em- 
gloyed all their Engines againſt it, but could not beat down the Wall. 
However the King of Moab, hopeleſs of maintaining the Place againſt 
o great a Force, chooſing ſeven hundred brave Men, made a deſperate 
Uly, intending to break through the King of Edom's Quarters : But 


of Deſpair and Reſolution to diſpute it to the laſt, he & ſacrificed his 
t eldeſt Son upon the Wall of the City in Sight of the Hraelitiſßh Army, 
who being ſtruek with Horror at to barbarous an Action, return'd to their 
own Country. e 1 | 

| E/ba, having left the three Kings, return'd to Samaria, where a cer- 
tun Widow, Relict of one ef the Sons of the Prophets, complaining to 
him that her Huſband had left her poor, and that having nothing to ſa- 


ber Houſe-? She anfwered, Only a little Oil. Eliſha bid her borrow 
what empty Veſſels ſhe could of her Neighbours, and take them Home 
with her; then to ſhut herſelf up with her two Sons, and from her lit- 
le, but multiplyed Store, to pour into. the Veſſels till they were full. 
The Widow obeyed, and the Oil increaſed till ſhe had filled all the Veſ- 


t In/iruZions. See 2 Kings 13. v. 16. Ccrificed, but the Son and Heir of the King of 
\ Sacrifice, Suppofing thereby to pacify dom, whom he had taken in the late Sally. 
e cgended Gods, that he might have better But it ſeems. more probable that it. was his 


b Ede. Some think (particularly Treme!- his burning of the Bones of the King of Edom 

"uw and 7unius in the Annotations on Amos into Lime, related to ſome other Fact and 

16. in the FngliÞ, 2. 1.) that it was not Time. | eee 

is on Son that the King of Mea thus ſa- a c 5 
8 . els, 


hm Victory over the Moabites. The next Morning Water came on a 


being repulſed, he was forced to retreat to the City; where, in an act 


tsy his Debts, the Creditors came to take her two Sons, and make 
Slaves of them, Eliſba aſked: her, whether ſhe had any Fhing left in 


duceels afterwards, own Son, and that mentioned in Amos, of 
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346 A Compleat HISTORT Book Vt 
Tels. Then with Tears of Joy returning to her Benefactor, ſhe lat 
the Succeſs; who adviſed her to ſell ſo many as would pay her na, 
and to maintain herſelf and Family with the reſt, = * 0 
This Miracle is ſucceeded by another. Elba being hoſpitably enter. 
| tain'd at a wealthy Shunamite's Houſe, and pleaſed with the !:ind Treat. 
ment and Accommodations from his civil Hoſt, fent his Servant G44,; 
to the Shunamite's Wife, to acquaint her he would gladly make her , 
' grateful Amends for her Civility, and if ſhe had any Requeſt to the King 
or the General, he would deliver it for her. She told Gehaz?, that (he 
| lived lovingly with her Neighbours, and had no Occaſion to complain 
or ſeek Redreſs for any Thing. Gehazi deliver'd her Anſwer to hi; 
Maſter, who afked him, what he ſhould do for her? Gehaz; replj:q 
ce She hath no Child, and her Huſband is old.” Then ſending for her 
he ſaid, About this Seaſon, according to the Courſe of Life, thou ſhalt 
* have a Son.” She at firſt diſtruſted the Prophet; but foon after ſhe 
found herſelf with Child. When this Child was grown up, {© that he 
could run about, he was taken fick in the Field as he was with his Fa. 
ther among the Reapers ; and being carried home by a Servant, he ex. 
pir'd in his Mother's Arms. The afflicted Mother thus berett of he: 
only Child, carried him up to the Chamber where Eliſba uled to lodge, 
and laid him upon the Bed; then with impatient Haſte and Grief ſhe 
hurries away to Carmel, where the Prophet was, who ſeeing her at a 
Diſtance coming in great Haſte and Diſorder, no ſooner heard her {peak, 
but apprehended the Cauſe of her Coming, and ſent away Geld, with 
his own Staff, ordering him to lay it upon the Face of the Child, But the 
| impatient Mother having told him the Occaſion of her Coming, wouid 
not leave him, but importunes- him to go home with her. EAV con. 
ſents ; and going into the Chamber where the dead Child was, he pray- 
ed to the Lord, and the Child came to Life, whom he deli er d to bi 
overjoy'd Mother: At which ſhe fell down at the Prophet's Feet, and 
bowing herſelf with Reverence to that Divine Power by which ſo great 
a Miracle was wrought, took up her Child, and the Prophet took his 
Leave of her, and went for Gilgal, where at that Time there happen'd 
to be a great Dearth. He order d his Servant 10 prepare fome Pottage 
for his Diſciples, who were many in Number; and one going into the 
== Field, thro! Miſtake, inſtead of wholeſome Herbs, gather d his Lap ful 
i of a poiſonous Plant, call'd Colloguintida; and ſhredding them 1nt0 me 
Po,, they no ſooner taſted of the Pottage, but they cried out 0 . 
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that it Was P oiſon. , The Prophet calls for ſome Meal to put into, the 
pat; upon Which tlie Pottage became wholeſome and palatable, and they 
ad all eat without any Harm. During His Stay here in the College or” 
the Prophets, El/he miraculouſly fed an hundred Men with twenty 
Loaves of Barley, and had to ſpare. Theſe Miracles incourag'd the young 
Prophets to addreſs themfelves to ELfbe to have their Habitation in- 
urg d, which they complained was too ſcanty for them; and therefore 


they deſired Leave of him that they might go to Jordan to fetch Tim- 


ber, and that he would accompany them. Fe went with them; and as 
they were felling Trees, one of them dropped bis Ax into the River, and 
acquainting Eli ſba with the Loſs, and ſhewing him where it dropp'd in 5 
the Ax floated upon the Water, and the Man took it up. _ 

_ Eliſha returning to Samaria, a freſh Opportunity was offer'd of ſhew- 
ing the miraculous Power with which God had inveſted him ; for Naa- 
nan, the King of Syria's General, a Man famous for Exploits in War, 
ind in great Eſteem with his Maſter, being leprous, was adviſed by his 
Friends to get Letters of Recommendation from the King of Syria to the 
King of T/rael, to procure a Remedy from the, Prophet Eliſta. His 
Maſter conſents ; and the General, taking a noble Preſent with him, ſets 


forward for Samaria; and having deliver'd the Letter to the King of T/- 


| rel, the King ſuſpecting it a Deſign to quarrel with him, cried out, «© Am 

« Ia God, to kill and make alive, that this Man doth {end to me to re- 
cover a Man of his Leproſy?” News of this foon reach'd Eliſha's 
Ear, who ſent this Meſſage to the King, Let the Leper come to me, 
* and he fhall know that there is a Prophet in 1/ael.” The King re- 
terring Naaman to the Prophet, with all his ſtately Equipage he went 
to Eliſpa's Houſe, who, without Ceremony, ſends his Servant to him, 
and bid him go and waſh himſelf ſeven times in the Jordan, and his Fleſh 
ſhould come again. The haughty Syrian, who expected. great Formali- 
tes from the Prophet, and that by ſome perſonal Act he would have 
pertorm'd the Cure, began to ſtorm at this Contempt, and went away 
n a Rage: But upon better Advice he obey'd the Prophet's Direction, 

and having dipped himſelf in the Jordan ſeven times, his Fleſh came 
an like that of a young Child. Then returning to E/y/be, he acknow- 
kdped there was no God in all the Earth but the God of el, and im- 
portunately preſſed Eliſta to receive a Preſent from him, which the Pro- 
phet refuſed, Naaman, in a grateful Senſe of the Benefit he had received, 


potelted he would never offer Sacrifice to any but the God of Heel, 
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cover-took him; who knowing him to be the Prophet's Servant, in reſpett 


deut any Exception or. Reſervation; but Stran - ſmoaking Flax of his zoo Difpotitivn tou al 
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and begged two Mules Burden of * Earth t. to carry 1 with him; an 
to deptecate any Offence that might ariſe from his waiting on the K 
| his Maſter, when he went to orig in the Temple of Rimmom, the 00 
of the Syrians, he, addreſſin f to the Prophet, faid, « + Th, 
Lord pardon thy Servant, Tax when, my Maſter goeth into the Houſe 
e of Rimmon, and he leaning on my Hand, I bow my ſelſ in the Hou 
* of Rimmon, the Lord pardon. 155 Servant in this Thing.“ To this 
the Prophet gave him no other Anſwer, but, © Go in Peace.” 
Eliſha having thus diſmiſſed the Syrian - General, Gehazi thinking it | 
unreaſonable that ſo potent and wealthy a Perſon ſhould g0 off without 
paying g- any Thing for ſo great a Benefit, reſolves to get ſomething for 
himſelf, though his Maſter Eliſha had refuſed the Preſents - Therefore 
unknown to any Body, as he thought, he followed Naaman, and fon 


to his Maſter Uüghted from his Chariot, and demanded his Bufineſs. Ge. 
hazi, forging a Meſſage in his Maſter $ Name, deſired a Talent of $i. 
ver, and two Changes of Garments, for two Sons of the Prophets, that 
were come to viſit him. Naaman glad of an Opportunity of obliging 
the Prophet Eliſba, preſſed Gebazi to take two Talents of Silver belides 
the Garments, and ſends them with him by two of his Servants, whom 
Gehazi diſimifſed before they came to the Houſe, and hid che Money 

and Garments. But his Maſter by Inſpiration knowing Where he bad 


7 Barth, Wiih which, it is ſuppoſed, be, the Ver fon, read, When my Miſter wen!, 
intended to build an Altar; zealouſly, but ig- for, When my Mafler geri h. Sc. would mate 
norantly, thinking either that there was ſome the Senſe of the Words to imply a craving Par- 
inherent Sanctity in the Earth of that Country, don for a ſinful Practice in Times paſt, ut 
or that the God of {/rael would not be ſacti- a Licence to continue in it for the 1 ime to 
 'hced to upon any. other Earth than the Earth come. Others again, not aHowing any to bait 

f Hrael. between two Opinions, are inquiſitous o νν 

+ The Lord. aden ate the Opinions of why Eliſpa did not admoniſh Naamar of thi 
Interpreters and Commentators: on this Text, Sin, which he acknowledged. To which take 
2 Kings 5. 18. ſome imputing «Hypocriſy to the Anſwer of Peter Martyr, and others 0! 
Naaman in this Act, others excuſing him. him; 1. Naaman was but in the infancy ef 
It is moſt certain that all Mänder of Adora- his Converſion, and it might have been inex- 
tion was forbidden the 4/raelites to Idols, wich- pedient, if not dangerous, to extinguiſh be 


gers were not under that Obligation. Some the true Worſhip ; for Admonitions c= ts 
very inadvertently from Eliba's Anſwer infer be timed to the Week, 2. The Prophet had 
zan Allowance or Connivance at this idolatrous no need of reproving Naaman, becauie he 
Adoration of Waamon's, by ſaying, G6 in was conſcious of this Sin: Wherefore be dd 
Peace, (which was no more than a Valedic- not ſo much want to be (inſtructed 0 de 


uon ang the Urachitler,) :Others, varying | «heriſhed and ſtrengthned by the . "ha 
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At this Time War was declar'd between the two Kings of Syria and 
fel; and the King of Syria conſulting with his Officers where to lay 
n Ambuſcade for the King of 7/rael, and having pitched upon the Place, 
Elbe gave Notice of it to the King of T#-ae/, who ſent ſufficient Force 
bo ſecure it. The King of Syria ſuſpecting himſelf to be betray'd by his 


fin his Council. Wherenpon enquiring where he might be found, he 


end him than thoſe that came to attack him; and praying to the Lord, 
e young Man's Eyes were open'd, and he ſaw the Mountains cover'd 
with Horſes and Chariots of Fire round about his Maſter. The Syrzans 
ming near to ſeize Eliſba, he praying again, the Lord ſtruck them with 
indneſs; and he telling them they were out of the Way, if they would 
blow him, he would ſhew them the Man they look'd for; upon which 
be led them into the Midſt of Samaria. The King of Mae having fo 
reat a Party of the Enemy in his Power, would have put them to the 
bord ; but Eliſba would not allow of it, adviſing him to treat them 


| 200d Opinion in the King of Syr:a for the generous Uſage of his Sub- 

kts, when they were at the Vaelites Mercy. 

| This Generoſity of the 1/razlites precured no long Peace; for ſoon af- 
r Benbadad, King of Syria, having muſter'd up a vait Army, laid cloſe 

dege to Samaria, and reduced the City to ſuch Diſtreſs by Famine, that 

n Ales Head was ſold for fourſcore Pieces of f Silver, and || three Quar- 


no with Naaman, and who might-there, to fiive Pounds Sterling, 


tal, pet. further Knowledge of the Power for diy Things, and was called Cab, men- 
8 £5h; i, other Things, tioned only in 2 Kings 6. . 25, 


Heer. Reckoning theſe Pieces.of Silver, 
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ben, and what he had done, taxes him with it, and reproaches him with 
pahood ; then for his Puniſhment he told him, that Naamar's Leproſy: 
ould contirmee upon Him and his Poſterity. Gebazi was immediately ſtruck. 
Wich it, and withdrew from his Maſter's Preſence a Leper as white as Snow. 


Micers, taxed them with it; but & one of them told him it could be 
no Body but Eliſha, who had diſcovered all the Secrets that were talked 


ent a Party to ſeize him at Dothan, a little City near Samaria. Eliſha, 
having Notice of their Approach by his Servant, who in a great Fright 
ame and told him, bid him not fear, for he had a better Army to de- 
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kindly, and give them Liberty, which he did. This Eliſba did to create 


„J Ore, Se. Probably one that had been at or Shekels, at fiteen Pence a piece, they came 


I the Miracle he faw wrought on the Ge- Hire, Sc. This was the leaſt Meaſure 
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ters of a Pint of * Pulſe. for fixe. 


the Reach of the Poor, who were driven to the utmoſt Extremity for 
+ Mothers did eat their om Children; the King h g 


affected him that he rent his Clothes, and in a great Rage ſwore to tik; of 


pu. All Tranſlators have been mani- 


feſtly miſtaken in rendering the Hebrew Word 


Ehirjonim or Dibjonimrby that of Dove's Dung, 


2 Kings 6. b. 25. and Interpreters have mvent- 


ed leveral ridiculous Conjectutes to explain how 


the Famine could have been fo great in Cama- 


ria when Benbadad beſieged it, that the Iaha- 
bitants- thereof ſhould be reduced to ſuch Ex- 
tremity, as to be obliged to buy ſo ſmall a 


Meafure of it for ſo great a Price. Some think 
they were forced to make Uſe of it for Food, 
though there is not the leaſt Nourifſhment in 


Dove's Dung. Others imagin'd: the Samar i- 


tans made uſe of it for Fire, not being able to 
go without the Town for Wood. But who 


_ can imagine that there could have been enough 
of this Matter for that Purpoſe in Samarias 


fince by all Appearance it did not contain ma- 


ny Dove Houſes, it being the Place of Refi- 
dence for their Kings? There are others who 
ate of Opinion that it ſerved them to dung 
and fatten the Fields and Gardens of Samaria, 
to provide againft the Famine the Year follow- 


ing. But how can it be thought that there 
could be many Fields within that City, or 


that thoſe who had ſome Grain remaining to 


live upon, could think of ſowing, it in ſuch a 


Scarcity? Some think that it ſerved them for 
Salt: But if they muſt have owed their Salt 


to Excrements, why might they not have ex- 
tracted it from Urine; which would have fur- 


niſhed them with a greater Quantity, and at a 
leſs Charge? Befides it is not very probable 
that they could have been very much concerned 


for Salt in ſuch a great Famine, ſince it ſerves 
rather to give a Reliſh to what we eat, than 


to nouriſh us. The Talnudy/75 have fancied 
ta have avoided all theſe Difficulties, by tran- 


flating the Term of the Original by Crap of 
Daves, and bave affirmed that they kept ma- 
ny Doves at Samaria to bring them Proviſions 
from the Country, by diſgorging the Grain 


Which they bad picked up, and which their 
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Theſe Sorts. of Provifions were abozg 


ficient to name. the Talmud to efule the Fe 


for? Or indeed that they could have fond 
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caring, it 6 


Maſters. fold at a dear Rate. But it is fa. 


bles it relates: Who can imagine that ſo vw 
a Number of Doves, as Was neeeſſy ig 
uch a Purpoſe, could have been jufe;'; x 
live in a City fo pinch'd with Femine? 0 
that the Doves could have been ſo docile 2 
to bring to their Maſters what they had rin 


Nouriſhment in a Country which was ir 4 4 
Manner covered with the Enemy, who bad 50 
altogether ferraged and laid it waste Nar 

to mention that the Word in the Orga ; 
cannot admit of this Sig nification. 7 ulityg 4 
and others, think they have found 2 Remedy 1 
for all theſe Tnconveniences, by tranſlating tid fi 
Hebrew Word by that of the Belly or Fntri in 
of Doves: But their Proofs are fo {vl\dly te | 
futed by Buchart, that every reaſonable Perſo 0 
muſt be of his Mind. He obſerves that the t 
Arabian give the Name of Doz#'s. Dung, of | 
Sparrow's- Dang to two fevera! Things: The \ 
firſt is a kind of Moſs that grows on Trees ot T 
ſtony Ground, which reſembles a kind of Pente, i 
to which thoſe of Races, upon the River E. ( 
pbrates, give this Name. They alto give the f 
Name of Dove's or Sparroto's Dung to a Sort | 
of Peaſe or Pulfe which was common in J. U 
dea, as may be ſeen, 2 Som. 17, 28. white b 
the Gileadites and the Ammonites in ihe Preſent , 
which they brought to David had Sari? 
Pulſe, as St. Forom has very wel: render'd It. | 
Whence the famous City of Zmeſis, on the 
Frontiers of Judea, ſeems to bare taken 11 ( 
Name. Travellers do further obſetve Hate 
have Magazines in Grand Cairo and Pad. | 
cus, where they conftantly#fry this Ed 0 
Pulſe, ot which thoſe who go is PI H 
Maccba, make Proviſion for their Jute, ; 
* Mothers. This was one of thoſe Jud, 

ments which Moſes had long beicre told ti 
traelites ſhould. fall upon them, Deut, 23 | 
53, if they rebelled againſt the £27. | 
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1678 Head, as the Cauſe of this Calamity. Eli/ha had Notice of the 
King's Defign againſt his Life by divine Revelation, and told the Company 
here he was, that a Meſſenger was coming to diſpatch him, and that the 
King was at his Heels. Whilſt Eliſba was telling his Friends that this 
Calamity was not accidental, but a Judgment from God for their Sins, 
de King came in, and hearing him fay ſo, replied, © If this Evil be 
« from the Lord, Why ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer? Eliſha 
Lot able any longer to contain himſelf, cried out, Hear the Word of 
I the Lord: Thus faith the Lord, to Morrow at this Time ſhall a 
« * Meaſure of Flower be fold for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of Barley 
« for the ſame Price.” A certain Lord that waited on the King hear- 
no this, and conſidering the preſent Scarcity, looking upon it as an Im- 
ffbility, ſaid in Derifion, © If it ſhould rain Corn, could this Thing 
« be done? This Incredulity ard Contempt provoked the Prophet to 
give him this ſhort Anſwer, © Thou halt live to ſee this, but ſhalt not 
« eat thereof,” This Impoſſibility, which was beyond the Comprehen- 


fon of humane Underſtanding, was ſoon made clear by the ſecret and 


poke by his Prophet. At this Time there were four Lepers that fat at 
the Entrance of the City, being by the Law + forbid to be in the City, 


Meaſures to take in this miſerable Condition, concluded that if they went 
nto the City they muſt there ſtarve, and if they continued without the 
Gate they could expect no other, reſolved to try the Generoſity of the 


ton before it was Day, expecting to be ſcized by ſome of the OQut-guards, 


neat Amazement they found no living Creature, but the Horſes and Af- 
ks, the Men being fled: For God had fo diſpoſed it in the Night, that 
liz Hrians fancying they heard a Noife of Chariots and Horſes, con- 
duded the King of Jſrael had called in to his Aſſiſtance the Hittites and 
Eryptians, and were coming to ſurprize them. This Thought pt them 
no ſuch Comſternation, that it immediately ſpread through the whole 
Army, and leaving their Camp ſtanding, every Man ſhifted for himſelf, 
ud made the beſt of their Way home, The poor Lepers finding the 


7 


Won and a half, or fix Quarts. It is par- 

| 3 i: par 7. I, : 
Kuuly Called Seab, and by the Latin Inter- + Law, See Levii, 13 45. 
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nvifble Power of God, who in a miraculous Manner verified what he 


kſt they ſhould infect others. Theſe poor Creatures concerting what 


Enemy; for at the worſt they could but die. This they put in Execu- 


but meeting with no Man, they went on to the Camp, where to their 
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Coaſt clear, paſſed through the Camp, and before they fell to other pj, 
der, - firſt gratified their Hunger; then ſeizing what rich Moveable, fl 
could carry off, they hid them, But conſidering that whilſt they wer 
thus regaling and providing for themſelves, their .Countrymen were m. 
der the diſmal Apprehenſion of ſtarving in the Town, or periſhing by 
the Enemy, they returned to the Gate, and gave the Porter Notice of . 
Enemy's Flight, who ſoon communicated it to the King. But the Kin 
ſuſpecting this to be a Stratagem of the Syrians to intice them out of 15 
City, ſent out Parties to diſcover whether there were no Ambuſcades 
laid. The Parties returning told him, that all the Ways were ſtreed 
with Arms and Garments, which the Syrians had dropped as they fed. 
Upon this the People impatiently ruſhed out of the City, and fell tg 
plundering the Syrian Camp; where, beſides great Riches, they found 
ſuch Store of Proviſions, that being brought into Samaria, à Meaſure of 
fine Flower was ſold: for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of Barley for 1 
Shekel. And that this Plenty might not. be imbezell'd, the King ap. 
pointed that Lord, who before had ſlighted Eliſba's Prediction, to guard] 
the Gate through which the Spoil of the Syrian Camp was to be brought, 
where the impatient People crowding in great Numbers, trampled him 
under Foot, that he died: So that though he ſaw the Plenty, yet he u- 
ſted not of it, as the Prophet had before told him. „ 
Atter this, a ſevere and long Famine waſted the Land of 7/-ae/; of 
which E/fba gave his Hoſteſs, the Shunamite, Warning, adviling her to 
go to ſome other Country with her Family, and tarry there till the Fa- 
mine was over: Which ſhe did; and at the End of ſeven Years return- 
ing, ſhe found her Eſtate ſeized and poſſeſſed by others in her Abſence. 
And not prevailing with the Uſurpers of her Right to give her Repoſſeſ- 
fion, the was forced to addreſs herſelf to the King, who at that Tune 
Was talking with Gehazzi, whom the King commanded to recount unto 
him the miraculous Performances of his Maſter, the Prophet Eliſin. Ge 
hazi ſeeing the Shunamite, and her Son coming to preſent her Petition 
to the King, told him, That was ſhe of whom he had been ſpeaking, ard 
this was her Son whom Eliſba brought again to Life. The Ning es- 
ing a Confirmation of what Gebazi had told him from the Womans] 
Mouth, gave Orders for her Eſtate to be reſtor'd to her, and thi! the 
Profits thereof ſhould be paid her, from the Time ſhe had left the Land 
until that Day. 17 — 9 rum. 
From 
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6 neſs, which happened about the fame Time when Ek/ha arrived at 


CY 70 a 


well acquainted with the Power of the Prophet, ſent a Servant of his, 
med Hazel, with a Preſent, to inquire of the Lord by him, whe- 


{ recover ; but, added he, the Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely 
de. The Senſe of which, and the Miſchief he would afterwards do to 
Jaz], made the Prophet look ſternly on Hazael, and drew Tears from 
Flips Eyes. Hazael aſked the Cauſe of his Grief; who told him it 
proceeded from the Senſe he had of the Evil he would one Day bring 
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with Child. Hazael, conſidering the Meanneſs of his preſent Condition, 


— 
1 


o great an Inhumanity. 


wok Wing at this; and returning to his Maſter, told him, he ſhould 
recover ; but to prevent it, the next Day he ſtifled him, and uſurped his 
Throne. Let us now return to the Affairs of the Kingdom of Judah. 
Jeloſbaphat, the good King of Judah, four Years before his Death had 
len his Son FJehoram into Partnerſhip of the Government; after 
bich he died, and left his Son in ſole Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Ju- 
b; who was ſo far from imitating his Father's Piety, that he walked 
n the Steps of the Kings of 1/rae!, as Abab's Family had done; for 
which this || Reaſon is aſſigned, That he had the Daughter of Ahab to 
* Wife. Nor did he himſelf only turn Idolater, but compelled his 
wbiccts to be ſo. 
Ws {© unnaturally cruel, that he murder'd his fix Brothers, and ſeveral 


— 


\ Recover, This Text of 2 Kings 8. 10. ſeaſe, which of it ſelf was not mortal, but 


Wh the Verſions confound. The Rabbins lated to the Fore - knowledge the Prophet had 
Wn others read, Thow Halt not recover ; but received from God, of the Treachery of Ha- 
le Chldee, Septuagint, and the Latin Ver- zael, who ſhould murder Benbadad. 
Ws, Ty ſhalt recover, But this Text, f Jehoram or Joram. 

Willy taken, admits of no ContradiQtion ; 
the former Part ot the Anſwer, Thor - ous a thing, it is to mix with a ſintul Commu- 
Aal reyer, related to the Nature of the Di- nion. | 


boom the miraculous. Raifing of the Siege of Samaris till about this 
me, we have no other Account than that of Benhadad King of Syria's 


Damaſcus, the Capital of Syria. The N hearing of it, and being 


ber he ſhould recover of his Sickneſs, The Prophet told him he might 


won Hael, in demolithing their Fortifications, putting their Men to the 
dword, daſhing their Children in Pieces, and ripping up their Women 


nd the Improbability of doing ſuch Things, expreſſed his Abhorrence of 
But the Prophet anſwered, ©© The Lord hath 
ſhewed me that thou ſhalt be King of Syria.” Hazae!'s Ambition 


He was in ſhort a Complication of all Wickedneſs, 


tems dificuit and contradictory to it ſelf, and curable ; the latter Part, he /ball /urely die, re- 


| Reaſon. See 2 Chron, 21. 6. ſo danger- 


other 
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. of the Kings, and without an 


humane Shape, or by the Prophet Eiiſba. 


after beſti Him; for the 
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other Princes. But he was ſoon reproved and puniſhed ; for the 
a Writing to him from * Elijab the Prophet, to tell him, That 
had deviated from the Ways of his pious Anceſtors, and follo 
wicked Examples of the Kings of IJſrael, and murder'd his 
who were better than himſelf, God would viſit him and his 
4 great Plague, and deſtroy him with a painful Diſeaſe. Which ſoon 

+ Edomites revolted from the Government dt 


le came 
ſince he 
wed the 
Brothers 
People with 


Fudah, and ſet up a King of their own. And though Fehoram went t. 
ſuppreſs them, and did ſome ſmall Execution on them, yet they main. 
tain'd there Revolt, and were never afterwards & reduced to the Subjee 


tion of Judah. At the ſame Time 


| Libnah threw off the Yoke 6 


Fudah: And literally to fulfill what Elijab's Letter # threaten'd, the 
Lord ſtirred up the Philiſtines and Arabians to diſturb Jefατ, who 
breaking into Feruſalem, plunder'd the Royal Palace, and carried away 
Feboram's Wives and Sons, and left him none but ** Tehoahoz, his yourg. 
eſt Son. And now to compkat the Judgment denounced againſt Je. 
ram's Perſon, God ſmote him in his Bowels with an incurable Diſeaſe, 
under which, when he had labour'd two Years, his Bowels fell out, 
Thus died Fehoram, having reigned $$ eight Years, but unlamented of the 
People, who buried him in the City of David, but not in the Sepulchre 


* Eljah, Elijah having been tranſlated 
ſome Years before, it is thought by ſome that 
Elijah inſtead of Eliſha is by neglect crept into 
the Text. Others ſay Blijab ſent this Letter 
from Paradiſe, or the Place to which he was 
tranſlated, to King Jeboram by 3 
But 
Junius and Tremellius ſay, Elijab in his Life- 


time writ it by a -prophetical Forefight, and 


left it for him. 
1 Edomites. Whom David had fubdued 


2 Sam. $. 14. and who, from that Time to 


this had no King of their own, but were go- 
verned by a Viceroy or Deputy ſet over them, 
1 Kings 22. 49, 


+$ Reduced. In this the Prophecy of 1/asc- 
ſeems to have been in a great Meaſure com- 


pleated, which foretold Edom's SubjeCtion to 


Funeral Pomp or Honour. His San 
It Abaziah ſucceeded him, all his other Sons being flain by the Arabrars 


and 


[jrael, and his breaking afterwards Ja Yole 
from off his Neck, Gen, 27. v. 49. 5 
| Libnah. This was a City and Territory 
of good Account, which in 7420's Tine 
had a King of its awn, 7%. 10. 29, 39. 49 
was afterwards given to the Chilircn of ann 
for a City of Refuge to the Manſlayct, 700. 
„ 
+ Threaten'd, See 2 Chron, 21. 14. 


** Fehoahaz, Who is alfo calle Ahaziah, 


2 Chron. 22 1. and Agariah, v. 6. * 
& Etght. Of theſe Years he. ſappoſed 10 


> ith his F218 
have reigned four as Co Rex with bis F210 


and the other as ſole King. 74 
tt Abaziab. Tranſciibers mui neceſſatl 
have been miſtaken in what is {aid of Aer 


2 Cbrom. 22, b. 2, that be was tu o au forty} 


r this 
Years old when be began to 162" : tor * 


* 
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90 philiſtines in the late Incurſton. His Reign was but ſhort, and no 

t Matter could be expected in it. What was remarkable was his 
Affection to, and Alliance with Jeboram, King of Jrael, with whom 
de marched. againſt .Hazael, King of Syria, at Ramoth-Gilead, where 
Jaluram being defeated, and wounded, and returning to Fezreel to be 


Fred, Abaziah went thither to viſit him, and bear him Company while 


he lay fick of his Wounds. | 5 
And now the Time was come when Abab's Family muſt be extirpa- 
ted, and Jezebel puniſhed for her Wickedneſs, In order to which, Eli- 
calling to him one of the Sons of the Prophets, bid him go to Ra- 


mth-Gilead, and there | anoint Jebhu, which he did: And Fehn was 


by a general Conſent acknowledged King, and proclaimed by the Army, 


The Prophet having at Jehu's Anointing given him Inſtructions to take 
Vengeance of Fegebel, and cut off Ahab's Family, the better to carry on 
tis Affairs, in a Council obliged the Officers of the Army to let no Man 
fir out of Ramoth-Gilead, that Fehoram hearing nothing of what had 


happened, he might ſurprize him. 


Jebu being punctually obeyed in this, ſet 


forward for Fezreel, that he might ſurprize and ſeize the King there, But in 
bis March he was diſcover'd from a Watch-Tower by a Sentinel, who gave 


hd been right, Abaziab muſt have been born 
two Years before his Father; for it is obſerved 
in Ch, 21. v. 20. that Jehoram his Father 
was but forty Years old when he died: 


| This Circumſtance is likewiſe directly oppoſite 


to 2 Kings 8. v. 26. where it is plainly men- 
ton'd that Abaxiab was but two and twenty 
Years old when he began to reign. The moſt 
learned Interpreters do acknowledge that this 
Difficulty cannot be reſolved without admit- 
ing of a Fault in the Tranſcribers. Some 
link that the Words ſhould be render'd, That 
Haxiah reigned: to the Age of four and forty 
Yezrs; which is plainly contrary to the Text, 
Others think the forty two Years do not re- 


le to 452ziah, but to the Kingdom of 1/- 
de, which can by no Means be allowed. It 


ſeems indeed moſt reaſonable to own that there 
52 Fault ctept into the Text by the Negli- 
rence of Tranſcribers, who have written forty 
Wo Years inſtead of iwenty two. This So- 
hon ſeems to be the moſt probable, if we 
Conſider the agreement of the Verſions: The 
Wiuegint in ſeveral Copies, the Manuſcripts 
d Cambriire and Oxford, that of Rome, and 


* 
i 


News, XLVII. 


do retain the Number of twenty two, 
ever it be, theſe Explications and Conjectures 
ſuppoſe that the Verſion of this Text wants 


Fa. 


the Syriack and Aral ict, with ſeveral others, 
How- 


to be corrected, whatſoever Way we take it. 
The Hehrew and Greet Texts have been of- 
ten reformed upon leſs ſolid Grounds : And 


if moſt Verſions have undertaken to tranſlv'e 
a Word in St. James, which ſignifies to Aid, 
dy a Word which ſignifies to envy, by chan- 


ging the Greet Verb Phoneuete into Phthonaite, 
7am. 4. 2. againſt the general Conſent of 


Manuſcripts, it may not be thought unreaſo- 


nable to reject an Amendment which ſeems ſo 
viſibly neceſſary. : . 

f Anoint. This ſeems to be the fecond 
Time of Jebu's being anointed ; for the firſt 


was 1 Kings 19. 16. when the Prophet Elijah 


anointed him and Hazael over Tjrael and Sy- 
ria, But that UnCtion was only previous, 
and, as it were, a Prognoftick of their Reign. 
But this ſecond UnQtion of Jehu, by the 
Order of Eliſba, was a Collating him to the 
Crown, and making him King. 
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17 7 8 Notes af iro the Kings and her having no HAC ſom the 
£ 2 he ſent to inquire, mounted his Chariot, and taking 


4 Gen E ION Book u. 


Meſſen. 


is F 
jab with bim, they both went out to meet Febu, erz * 


: fe 'd in the very Spot of Ground which Ah#b had taken from Nabi 


the Jexreelite. Fehorom being come within hearing, aſked Je}, wi, 

ther he came in Peace or not ?. To whom Fehu replied, „What Peace 
<« canſt thou expect, ſo long as the Whoredoms' of thy Mother Jezebel 

e and her Witchcrafts are fo many?  "Feboram wk, 'd the reſt, and 
crying out Treaſon to his Friend Abu xi 5, fled ; but Febu with a foi 
Arrow ſoon over-took him, ſhooting him through the Heart; and fe. 
ing him drop, bid -an Olficer throw him into Neboth's Field, that the 
Word of the Lord might be fulfilled. Abariab ſeeing his Fr iend Febg- 


93 ram thus diſpoſed of, Aed another Way; but eDu Having „ 


Eye upon him, detached a Party to purſue and diſpatch him too; which 


| they did: For being mortally wounded he fled to Megiddo, 1 died 


there; from whence his Bervants removed His Body o the Royal Sepul. 


5 ehre at Feruſalem. 


Febu having thus Gene Eabeutten on . RR Kings, makes the 
be of his Way to Fezreel, where Jezebel the Qucen- Mother having 


dreſs d herſelf, fr reſolving to keep up her Grandeur, reproached him 


with T reachery, comparing him to Zimri, who flew his King and M- 


ſter Blah. Tehu looking up to the Window where ſhe was, Called to 


the Eunuchs, who threw her by his Order out of the Window, and he 
Blood by the Fall ſtain'd the Walls of the Palace. When ſhe was upon 
the 3 the Horſes trampled on her, and the Dogs devou:'d her 


Body. Jebu entring the Palace refreſh'd himſelf and his Men ; 2nd be- 


225 N 9 we Son ot Abab's Dees in the Wey of bis Grandlather hab. 


thinking fe of the. Condition of this wicked Woman, bid lis Sr: 
vants he care of her Body and bury her, becauſe ſhe was of Royal 


Extraction. But when 3 went to inquire after her, they found no- 


thing of her remaining, but her Skull, Feet, and the Palms of her Hand; 
which. when. Fehz heard, he obſerved to "thoſe that brought the News, 
That this was the Effect of Elijab's Prophecy, which aid, That in Yer 
reel Dogs ſhould eat Fezebel, and that her Carcaſs ſhould be as Dung up- 


on the Earth, 1⁰ that no Body ſhould fay, This 3 is Jezebel. 


* 


2 Kings. Huxial's Heeg » 7 as to all which utter r Deflration was dens! ny 
to him, not only he Wes a Branch of Abab's but as he walked, the little Time be 1913091 
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abu, to make ſure of as many of Ahab's Family as were any way 
within Reach, ſends a Letter to thoſe who had the Care of the + Princes 
of the Blood at Samaria, to chooſe the fitteſt of them for their K ing. 
This he did to ſound their Inclinations; but they hearing how he had 
dilpatch'd two Kings already, and ſeeing all things look ill to the Houſe 
o hob, ſent a ſubmiſſive Anſwer to Fehu, and referred themſelves 
wholly to him. Upon which he ſent an Order to them, to bring him 
the Heads of thoſe Princes by that Time to Morrow, He was punctually 
cheyed in this; after which he put to Death all that remained of Abab's 
Fanily in Hrael, the great Men of his Court, and all his Friends and 
Preſts, In his Way to Samaria he met with the Brothers and Kindred 
of Ahaziah, who were going to pay a Viſit to the Court at Samaris : 
Theſe he likewile flew, and at Samaria cut off all that remain'd of the 
Houſe of Abab. Then giving out that he would worſhip Baal, he by 
Proclamation invited all his Miniſters and Prieſts to offer Sacrifice in his 
Temple, to which they repaired in great Numbers; and that none but 
Wt Worthippers of Baal might periſh, he gave ſtrict Charge to them 
b ſearch the Temple, and ſee that none of the Servants of the Lond 
were there among them, but the Worſhippers of Baal only. Then ſet- 
ing a Guard of eighty Men, to prevent any Eſcape, as ſoon as the Burnt- 
Occring was ended, he commanded the Guard to go in and put them 
[ill to the Sword, After this he broke down the Images of Baal and 
burnt them, and demoliſhing his Temple made a Jakes of it. But yet 
Wtwithſtanding Fehu's Zeal for the Service of God, he let the & Golden 
Calves, which Feroboam had ſet up at Bethel and Dan remain. How- 
tier, Tebu's Diligence in readily executing God's Judgments upon the 
Houſe of Ahab was ſo acceptable, that he thereupon intail'd the Crown 
if 1-oef upon his Family to the fourth Generation, Yet becauſe he 
ckended in following the Examples of Jeroboam, God made him ſenſible 
it is Difpleaſure ; for he ſuffer'd the Syrians to make Incurſions into 
Kingdom, who ravaged the Country from the River Jordan to the ” 
Ocean, and ruined the Countries of Gilead, Ruben, Gad, and Manaſſeb. 


t Prinzer. 2 Kings 10, 1. Ahab is ſaid to the Kingdom to keep the 1/razlites from go- 
hre had ſeventy Sons in Samaria, under ing up to Jerujalem to worſhip, leſt theß 
mi Term Nephews or Grandſons are ſome- ſhould in Time take the Crown along wih 
Mts eomprebended. | them, and reunite themſelves in Judab: The 

Calden Calves, The ſetting up of theſe ſame Intereſt and Reaſon of State prevailed _ 
17 not ſo much a Religious as Politick Piece poſſibly with Fehu to continue them. 

Watry, contrived at the firſt Diviſion of 1 

Jebu, 
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| Fern, having reigned eight and twenty Years over Igael, died, and 5 
ned in Samaria. During this Reign, no doubt, there happen'd m: Þ 
remarkable Tranſactions, which are t loſt. 7 
Whilſt Zeb was executing the Command of the Lord in 1 4 
_ rhaliah, the Queen Dowager of Fudab, and Mother to the late Kin 
Abazrah, hearing her Son was lain, uſurp'd the Government of Yule, 
and, in Revenge of the Death of her Father Abab's Family, murder; il 
the Blood Royal, that ſhe might utterly extinguiſh the Race of pious 74 
Hoſopbat, and ſecure to herſelf and her || other Children, the Kingdom 
But by God's Providence young Foaſh, an Infant of a Year old, efcgel 
her Rage; for his Aunt Feho/ſhaba, the Daughter of King J , nj 
Siſter to the late King Abagiab, concealed him and his Nurſe in an Apart 
ment of the Houſe of the Lord, which ſhe could more conveniently d 
becauſe ſhe was the Wife of Fehoida the High-Prieſt. Her: this gung 
Prince continued under the Care of his Aunt, unknown to Al ulial, fo 
ſix Years; and in the ſeventh Year his Uncle Jeboida, having ingaged the 
Prieſts and Levites, and the leading Men in all Parts of the Kingdom, in 
the Infant Prince's Intereſt, in a publick Aſſembly produced bim, and 
made them take an Oath of Fidelity to him. Then diſtributing the 
Arms which had been conſecrated by King David, and ever ſince kept 
in the Temple, he diſpoſed the People with him into three Bodies, one 
to guard the King's Perſon, and the other two to ſecure the Gates, with 
a ſtrict Charge, that if any ſhould attempt to break in upon them, the 
ſhould be put to Death. Things thus diſpoſed, Jeboida brought out the 
young King, ſet the Crown on his Head, and put the Book of the * La 
into his Hand; and having anointed him, they clapt their Hands and 
ſhouted for Joy, and with Sound of Trumpet proclaiming hin, feid, Gad 
fave the King. The loud Shouts and Acclamations of the Pcople, toon 
reach'd Athaliah's Ears, who, in great Haſte repairing to the Temple, te 
her great Surprize ſaw the young King on the Throne, and the Pcoph 
about him rejoicing ; upon which ſhe” rent her Mantle, and cricd out, 


1 Loft, Fot the reſt of the Acts, and po- Book of Kings: Whence we may well con 
wer of Jabu, we are referred to the Book of clude, that that Book of Chron'c'es, 0 which 
the Chronicles of the Kings of 1/rae!, which we are here, and often elſe her reſerred, if 
cannot be either of thoſe Books now extant loſt, | 
under that Name; for very little Mention is Other. That Athaliah had other Sol 
made of him in either of thoſe Books; no- may be proved from 2 Chr. 24. 7- | 
thing in Compariſon of what is ſaid of him in * Law. This was according to ts Law| 
"the ninth and tenth Chapters of the ſecond Dent. 17. 18, Trcafon 
£ : PEO 19 9 Teck! 
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to ſeize and carry her out of the Temple, and put to the Sword all that 


ould offer to reſcue or affiſt her: Whereupon they without Oppoſiti- 


n brought her to the Horſegate and flew her. Then Jehoida made a 
(renant between the Lord, the King and the People; and between the 
King and the People; and going from hence to Baal's Temple, they 


ke the Images, demoliſh'd the Altars, pull d down the whole Build- 


ne, and flew Mattan, Baal's Prieſt. Fehoida after this purg'd out ſeve- 
ul Corruptions which in former Reigns had been introduc'd into the Tem- 
ple; and then he and all the Officers and People conducted the King to 


he Royal Palace, and put him into Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Fudah. 


| Joaſh began his Reign at ſeven Years of Age, in the ſeventh Year of 


abu King of 1/rael, and reign'd forty Years. He was a juſt and reli- 
g10us Prince ſo long as the good High-Prieſt Jehoida lived, and reſtored 
the worſhip of the true God; but he did not deſtroy the Altars that 
were in the + High Places. During his Minority Fehozda reform'd the 
kecleſiaſtical State; but when he was grown to Man's Eſtate, he re- 


wired the Temple, which through the Corruption of former Times was 


ery much decay d, and ſacrilegiouſly ſtript by Athatiah and her Children, 


| All things hitherto went on hopefully, and Fehozde's Preſence and Ad- 


nce kept the young King within the Bounds of his Duty. But the good 


odd Man being an hundred and thirty Years of Age paid the laſt Debt 
tb Nature: And in Conſideration 'of his great Services towards God and 
In Houſe, in reſtoring the Worthip of God, and ſettling the Kingdom 
n the Houſe of David, they buried him in the City of David amongſt 
their Kings. And now the great Men of Judah, who had lived in the 
dolztrous Reigns, take the Advantage of their King's defenceleſs & Youth, 


ad by their Flattery, and other Inſinuations, prevail with him to forſake 


the Worſhip of the Lord, and to adore their Idols, For this the Lord 
by ſeveral Prophets admomſh'd the People of Fudah, but they minded 
lem not: At laſt the Spirit of the Lord came upon Zachariab, the Son 
a Jeboida the High- Prieſt, who for reproving them was ſtoned to Death 


uthe Porch of the Temple, and at the Command of the King; though the 


+ High Places. Where the People facti- FI Youth, Jeboida the High-Prieſt is ſup- 

and burnt Incenſe; which, ſo long as poted to die in or near the three and twentieth | 
liey did it to the Lore, not to Baal or other Year of King Joaſb's Reign: ſo that Ja 
wlt, was winked at; though expreſly con- Was about thirty Years old u hen t Princes 


Ay to God's Command, Numb. 33. 52. of Judah ſeduced him to Idolau y. 
Wi commonly deſtructive to the People. RPO ene W-) 6:51”: 


F e. 
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Treaſon. But Feboida ſoon filenc'd her; for he commanded the Guards 
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acredneſs of the Place, the Dignity of his Office, and his Fathers ge. 
vices, might very reaſonably have ftay d their wicked Hands. But Cg 
ſoon required the innocent Blood of Zachariah both of the King and 
People: For within a Year after the Death of him, Haze! King of 
Syria took Gath from the King of Fudah with a {mall Army and tax 
king the Advantage of their Surprize, march'd directly to Jeruſalem, 
| where he put to the Sword all the Princes that had ſeduced their Kine 
to Idolatry. So remarkable was the Juſtice of God in puniſhing tho 
Princes, that they fell by the Arms of an Idolater ; for ſuch was Haz 
King of Syria. King Joaſb being frighted at the ſudden Arrival of He. 
Sael, took all the conſecrated Veſſels and Goods of the Temple, which 
his Anceſtors and himſelf” had devoted to the Service of God, together 
with all the Gold that was in the Treaſures of the Temple and his own 
Palace, and made a Preſent of them to the King of Syria, to perſwade 
him to leave Jeruſalem. „ © 


* — 


The Syrian Army was no ſooner march'd off, but God calls 704 him- 
ſelf to an Account for his Idolatry, and the Murder of the innocent 9. 
chariah : For he being very infirm in his Health, and labouring under & 
Complication of Diſeaſes, his Servants Zabad and Fehozabad, conſpirin 

againſt him for the Blood of the Son of Fehoida the Prieſt, murder'd him in 
his Bed. Thus died Joaſb, after forty Years Reign; and being of Royal 


Extraction, they buried him in the City of David, but not in the Royal | 


Sepulchre, becauſe he was an Idolater. 0 „ 
Jebu dying in the three and twentieth Year of Foaſh King of Judd, 


* 
q x * 


his Son Fehoahaz ſuceeded him; who imitating his Predeceſſors in the | 
political Idolatry of the Golden Calves, to preſerve the Crown of rae! 


from being united to that of Fudab, he provoked the Lord to afflict both 
him and his People, which he did by delivering them into the Hands of 


Hazgel the King of Syria, and afterwards into the Hand of his Son Ber- 


hadad. Vet when Fehoahaz return'd to the Lord, he had Compatiion 
on him, and in due Time ſent them a Deliverer ; but this was not in 


the Reign of FJehoabaz, but of his Son * Joa. Fehoahaz was brought 


% The Synarchies or Joint-Reigns of began his Reign in the three and twentieth Year 
Father and Son in thoſe Times (which were of Jaaſb King of Fudah ; for then i could 
frequent) have render'd the Chronclogy very | reign but fourteen at the moſt, Tc reconcile 
difficult; as in this Caſe: For Jebhoabax, in this then, we muſt ſuppoſe him to be taken 
1 Kings A. is faid to hove reigned ſeven- into Partnerfnip of the Governmen! by is 

teen Yearsy which cannot be according to Father two or three Years before is Death; 
what is ſaid in the ſame Verſe, viz, That he which is very probable. 


to 


ö 


— 
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te had but fifty Horſemen, ten Chariots, and ten thouſand Foot Soldiers 
lf, The many Defeats he had received, and the Oppreſſion under which 
he labour d from the Syrians, ſo diſpirited Feboabax, that grown weary 
of Government-and Life, he died, and is ſucceeded by his Son Joas, a 
prince more fortunate, though not more religious, than his Father, 
| Eliſha had lived to ſee the Completion of what he foretold Hazael be- 
fore he was King of Syria, which was literally fulfilled in Fehoabax's 
Reign ; and being now very old, and taken ſick in the beginning of King 
Jabs Reign, he receives a Viſit from him upon his fick Bed. Young 
King Joas ſeeing him very weak, in Tears lamented the approaching 
Death of ſo great a Prophet and fo holy a Man. The Prophet obſerving 
this, and knowing that the Lord had determined to deliver T/-ael by this 
King from the Oppreſſion of the Syrians, by the & Alluſion of the Bow 
and Arrows, ſhew'd him what Succeſs he was likely to have againſt his 
Enemies. Joas incouraged with this favourable Prediction, in three pitch'd 


Father, During which Tranſactions the Prophet Eliſba died, and after 


Eſha, but he revived and ſtood upon his Feet. 


Wd his Army, upon a general Muſter he found he had three hundred 


tix, Sc. Now it was that the Prophet upon Iſrael, when he came to the Crown of 
% had ſeen the fulfilling of that Prediction, Syria, A 
abc be had awen! Haxoel, concerning the & Alluſiin, See 2 Kings 13, 15. 

=y-ad-Deveftation”be-wouktexcreiſe— 2 e 8 


of + low-a, Condition by the frequent Invaſions of the Syrians, that 
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Rattles beat Benbadad King of Syria, and recover'd from him all the 
Cities of 1/rael which had been taken from them by Hazael, Benhadad's. 


—— — j— — 


te had been ſome time buried, the divine Power, by which he wrought 
% many Miracles in his Life-time, gave a ſacred Approbation of his pro- 
petick Actions by a poſthumous one; for a certain Man being buried 
Near E/:/pa's Sepulchre, the dead Man mo ſooner touch'd the Bones of | 


— 1 — * 
22 * — 
2 W — — 


Jaaſb King of Fudah, having receiv'd the Reward of his Ingratitude 
nd Cruelty from his two treacherous Servants, his Son Amaziah ſueceed- 
cd him, and for a while walked in the Ways of the Lord; but he held 
it long ſo; for following the Example of his Father, he let the High 
aces. ſtand, and ſuffer'd the People to offer Sacrifice and burn Incenſe 
ltere, As ſoon as he was ſettled, he took Revenge of the two Traytors 
that had murder'd his Father: Then having new officer'd and new mo- 


nad 1 te AN ACTIN * . * 


= 
wi p — 
ss, . 


woufand able Men. But not thinking them ſtrong enough, he added a 
lundred thouſand: hired Troops of Hraelites, and with theſe he intended 


to 
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to fall upon the Zdomites, but was forbidden'by a Prophet, who 4g 


— 


362 


- 


him to: diſcharge the Iarlites; which with great Unwillingneſs na 


and marched againſt the Edomites with his own People only, and ar. 
tacking them in the Valley of Salt, he killed ten thouſand upon the Spot 
and took ten thouſand "Priſoners, whom he cruelly executed by thröp. 
ing them headlong down a ſteep Rock. But this Victory was ſomewhhat 
eclips'd by the 1/raelites, whom King Amaziah had diſcharged ; for they 
thinking themſelves ill uſed, in being not permitted to go to fight the 
Edomites, in their Return plunder'd all the Towns in their Way, killeg 
three thouſand Men, and carry'd away much Spoil. But the preates 
Misfortune of all was, that of Amazzah's: bringing home the Fahnit 
Gods with him, to which he paid Adoration, and offered Incenſe, Thi 
ſo provoked the Lord, that ſending a Prophet, he reproach'd him for bi 
Apoſtacy, and threaten'd to cut him off. Which Prediction ſoon came 
to paſs ; for Amagiab being ſomewhat elated with his late Succeſs again 
the Edomites, and thinking himſelf bound in Honour to revenge the Da- 
mage the 1 ae/itifh Army had done his Towns, he ſent a Challenge tg 
Foas King of Tj-ael, to meet him and fight a pitch'd Battle. ca; de- 
ſpiſed this vain Prince, and adviſed him to ſtay at home; which ſo fret- 
ted Amaziah, that he, without Delay, drew out his Forces, and marched 
to meet Foas ; who was fo well prepared to receive him, that he routed 
the Army, took the King Priſoner, and carried his victorious Arms to 
Feruſalem ; where he entered in Triumph, broke down four hundred 
Cubits Length of the Wall, plunder'd the Temple and Palace of all that 
was. valuable, and taking Hoſtages with him, he left the King of ub 
to deplore his Fate at Ferujalem, whilſt he marches in Triumph to 
Samaria. Amaziab lived fifteen Years after this Defeat; but there is no- 
thing remarkable of him to be found, fave that he was flain at Lact 
by ſome Inhabitants of Feruſalem, who had conſpired againſt him ; and 
being without any State or Formality brought to Feruſalem, he was buried 
nhe Chy of Did on nn net no tings” 

Joas King of 1#ael was ſucceeded by his Son Feroboam, who came id 
the Throne in the * fifteenth Year of Amaziab King of Fudao. This 
King injoy'd a long Reign, and was ſucceſsful in many military Atchiey 
ments, to which he was incouraged by the Prophet Jonah, hom (50d 
® Fiſteenth, This is Fojephus's Calculation, the Death of Feas King of If, "0 Ci 
which ſeems to be very juſt ; for he reign'd in the fifteenth Year of Amazia". 
thirty Years, fifteen of which he liv'd after 17 
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at End ſent to him; for taking Pity on the Diſtreſs of Iſrael, which 
bad long lain expoſed to the Incurſions of their Neighbours, and unwil- 
ling to let them be quite extirpated, under the Conduct of this King Je- 
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K 


nam, he reſtored them to part of their former Condition. He recover- 


+4 the greateſt Part of the Country his Anceſtors had loſt, and reſtored 
the ancient. Boundaries of the Kingdom of ae from Hamath to the Sea 
r d a OK es 
+ The King of ael having thus reduced his troubleſome Neighbours 
to 2 more peaceable Temper, the Prophet & Jenah, + who had incoura- 
ged and directed him in all warlike Undertakings, is by God commanded 
to another Place. His || Commiſſion was expreſly for * Nineveh, whi- 
ther he was to go and exhort the Inhabitants to Repentance ; for the Cr 

of their Sins was come before the Lord, The ſharp Meſſage which J- 
rah was to deliver, {no leſs than the * * Deſtruction of their City 
after the Expiration of forty Days) and the great Power of the People, ſo 


terify'd Fonah, that forgetting the Preſence of God, which is every where, 


+ To ſome part of this King's Reign, (vtz. 
Jerobram's) ſhould be referred that Action 
which we read in 1 Chron. 5. 18, was per- 


formed by the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half 


Tribe of Manaſſeb; who muſtering four and 
forty thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty able 
Men, and well ſkill'd in War, attack'd the Ha- 
porites; and being aſſiſted by the Lord, to 
whom in the Time of the Battle they addreſs'd 
lhemſelves, they gave the Hagarites a very 


great Defeat, and took a prodigious Booty 
om ther, conſiſting of fifty thouſand Ca- 
nels, two hundred and fifty thouſand Sheep, 
two hundred thouſand Aſles, and one hundred 


ltouſand Priſoners, beſides a great Number 


| that were ſlain in the Action. Thus they 


dope d, becauſe God ingaged on their fide ; 
nd theſe two Tribes and a half having diſpoſ- 
ge the Hagarites, they dwelt in their Places 
li! the Captivity, „ wy 

} Jonah, He is called the Son of 4mittai, 
2 1. 1. This probably was the Name of 
Ws Father: But St. Jerome, in his Prologue 
b this Prophet's Book, ſays, the Hebrews 
am, that be was that Son of the Widow 
a Serepta, whom the Prophet Elijah raiſed 
mn the dead, 1 Kings 17, 


i Who. See 2 Kings 14. 25. 
NoMs, XLVIII, 


| Commiſſion. The Reaſon of the Lord's 
ſending a Prophet to a Heathen City, when 
Prophets were wanting to correct and inſtruct 
his own People, was, that the Heathens be- 
ing converted by. the mighty Power of his 
Word, and that in three Days Preaching too, 
Iſrael might ſee how horribly they had pro- 
voked God's Wrath, who had by the diligent 


and conſtant Preaching of his Prophets for 


ſo many Years, indeayour'd to convert them. 

* Nineveh, It was the Metropolis of the 
Aſſyrian Monarchy, and very ancient, being 
built ſoon after the Flood by Nimrod, Great 
Grandſon to Nah; (for fo interpreters take 


the Words in Gen. 10. 11. which have ſome 


Confirmation from Micah 5. 6.) but being 
afterwards inlarged by Ninus, it took its Name 
from him. It was a very large Place, being 
fifty Miles in Compaſs. And how populous 
it was may be pather'd from its containing in 
it more than ſixſcore thouſand Perſons, that 
did not know their right Hand from their 
left, which muſt be underſtood of, Infants, 
The Name of the King who at ths Tine 
reign'd there is ſaid to be Phul, the Father of 
Sardanapalus. 7 

** Deſiruction,. 


* 


See Jon. 3. 4. 
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364 A Compleat HISTORY Fock v. 
he thought to 5 evade this Errand by going to ſome other Place, 1, 
tending therefore to go to Tarſbiſp, he went down. to Foppa, a Sen- pon 
Town, to ſeek a Paſſage, where finding a Ship ready to fail, he paid the 
Fare and went on board. But God ſoon convinced him of his Diſh. 
dience; for when they were out at Sea, a ſudden Storm aroſe, which 
continuing, the Seamen, ſeeing their Ship in danger of being loſt, eriea 
to their Gods for Help, and unloading the Ship found Jonah in the Hod 
faſt aſleep. Then rouzing him, they bid him call upon his God, thy 
they might not all periſh ; but the Storm continuing, they agreed to cat 
+ Lots, that they might know who was the guilty Perſon, for whoſe 
ſake this Calamity befel them. The Lot falling upon Foroh, they preſod 
him to tell them what he had done, who he was, and from whence he 
came. Jonab's Conſcience ſtruck him, for he plainly faw the Juſtice of 
God had overtaken him, and confeſſing his Guilt told them, he was 2 
Hebrew; that he had diſobeyed the Lord, in thinking to fly from hi 
Preſence ; and, to appeaſe God's Wrath, he bid them throw him over 
board, and then the Storm would ceaſe : Which the Seamen with much 
Reluctancy did, praying at the ſame time to God not to lay the innocent 
Blood of this his Servant to them, who did it for their own Preſervation, 
Jonab was no ſooner thrown over-board, but the Sea was calm; which 
{truck the poor Scamen with ſuch Devotion, that they offered a Sacrifice 


to the Lord, and made Vows. : 

Though God was pleaſed thus to puniſh Fona#s Diſobedience, yet in 
the midſt of Judgment remembring Mercy, he had prepared a great || Fiſh 
to receive him, which ſwallowing up Jonah, he continued in the Belly 
of che Fiſh * three Days and three Nights; after which Time, having 
before pray'd to the Lord, the Fiſh vomited him out upon dry Land. 
Jonah being thus miraculouſly deliver'd from his living Priſon, no more 
diſputes the Command of his God, but haſtens away to Nineveb; and 
being got a Day's Journey into the City, he with a Freedom and Preſence 


8 Evade. Some Interpreters ſuppoſe the preſs'd in Jon. 1. 17, nor in 4. 2. v. 10, It 
Reafon of Jonah's Diſobedience to he, That terpreters differ much about the Species of ity] 
it was new and unuſual! for the Prophets of in which they might have ſaved their Laboul 
the Lord to be taken fiom the Ele& People, fince our Bleſſed Lord in Matt, 12. 4% cw 
and. ſent to the Gentiles, it a Whale. 
1 Le. Which was wont to be done, ® Three, Cc. In this reſpect Jonah Was 
when there was no Hope that all could eſcape; very apt Type of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
for the Heathens uſed ſuperſtitiouſly to caſt for the ſame Space of Time was in itt Bel) 
Lots in Caſe of Neceſſiti x. of the Earth, the Grave. 

Fi. The Name of this Fiſh is not es- nog 


wot VI. of 'the HOLY BIBLE. 


Mind becoming his Character, proclaim'd, Lr forty Days, and Ni- 
nuch ſhall he ouerthrom. The People of Nineveh believing this Meſlage 
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5 be ſent from God, proclaim'd a Faſt, and putting on Sackcloth, ſhew- 
a ſuch Tokens of Sorrow and Repentance, that God revers'd their Doom. 
Fhis diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly ; for he having poſitively denounced 
Deftruftion to Ninevebh, and fix d the Time, he thought this Clemency of 
God in ſparing them would ſubje& him to the Cenſure of having been 
ale Prophet, and accordingly expoſtulates with God about it, who gently 
ooved him, aſking him, whether he did well to be angry? However, 
nab in Diſcontent went out of the City, and building a Booth, he ſate 
oder the Shade of it, waiting to f& what would be the Fate of the 
ty; ſeeming rather to deſire the Deſtruction of the Place, than indure 
e leaſt Reflection on his Prophetical Office. But God gave him a rati- 
nal Conviction of his Partiality to himſelf, and want of Pity to the 
invites; for he prepared a & Gourd, and made it ſhade Farah from 
be ſcorching Beams of the Sun which were troubleſome to him. This 
led Fanah; but early the next Morning God prepared a Worm, which 
wwed the Gourd, and made it wither. Jonah having loſt this Defence 


. | 
N wy hae r . * 


+ Tit, Se. Though this be the Subſtance 
the Judgment denounced dy Janqh againſt 


en, Fon. 3. 4. yet it is reaſonable to be . 


he, Met 70484. preach'd more than barely 
4; doth for Conviction, by laying open the 
ts of the N7ngvites, to manifeſt the Juſtice 
he Judgment denounced ; and alſo for Ex- 
Mato, to bring them to Repentance, that 
J mnt eſcape it. 3 1 
\ Gerd, That Tranflations, by ſticking 
Þ coſely to the Otiginal, and hkewiſe by 
We too far from it, have multiplied Con- 
Meies, and given Occaſion to ſeveral fool- 
and ſuperſtitious »Fancies, and dangerous 
lets; amongſt many others, we have here 
ls Text of Jonah 4. 6. a very remarka- 
ifkance. What this Gourd was, no Body 
fan knows: There are many Conjectures 
Ne: i and it has afforded Matter for great 
. 'ormerly, eſpecially between the two 
Fels, St. Ferome and St. Aug uſtine, St. 


"We tranlated the Hebrew Word Kihaion 


* of 4% ; but the Septuagint and vulgar 
" Whieh were St. Augu/tine's Favourite 
b, tranſlated the one 4 wild Gourd, the 
a Famglix, St. Ferome's Freedom had 


like to have caſt him dear; for St, Auguſtine 
attack'd him violently in ſeveral Letters to 
which St. Jerome always anſwer'd very civil- 
ly, telling him. he did not pretend to deter- 


mine poſitively that it was an oy, but that 


it muſt have been ſome ſuch Plant, rather 
than a Gourd or a Pumpkin, which growing 
cloſe to the Earth could not have ſhaded 'Fonab 
from the Heat of the Sun. But this was not 
all; for St. Ferome complains that he was ſent 


for to Rome, and there accuſed of Sacrilege 


and Herehe by St. Auguſtines Friends, for 
changing the Name of this Plant from a 
Gourd to {uy ; and that they who ſtood for 
this Verſion of this Word were fo ſcur- 
vily ujed, that they. were often forced to 
come to Blowe, Whatever Name this Plant 
{houid go. by, no doubt it was a Plant of a 
ſpreading Leaf; whence ſome have taken it 
for a wild Vine; others for a Cucumber, or a 
Pumpion; and, perhaps, it might be the Pal- 
mnetia. If any defite to be further informed 
of this ridiculous Controverſy, they may con- 
ſult Ribera on Jonah, Situs Senenhs, Mar- 
tnius, and Calvin's Commentary on the Place. 


front 


a8 the Heat of the Sun, nale ee with 3 its (Seren and the 

violent Eaſt Wind, that he fainted, and in the Extremity of Pain h 
wide to die. Upon which Cod expoſtulated with Fonab thus; « 71, 
«haſt had Compaſſion on the Gourd, for which thou haſt not labour 
2. neither. didſt thou make it grow, and which came up in à Night, and 
* periſhid in a Night And houtl not I ſpare Nineveh, that great City, 
e wherein are more than fixſcore thouſand Perſons that cannet diſcern 
« between their right Hand and their left; and alſo much Cattle! I 
.* Retutn we now to the Affairs of Fudah, whoſe laſt King was 1g, 
nated at Lachiſh by ſome Conſpirators of Feruſalem. His Son, young 
* Uzztah, at the Age of ſixteen Mears is proclaimed King. He wu 
religious Prince the former Part of his Reign, maintaining the Worſhip 
of the true God, for which the Lord bleſs'd his Arms with Succeßz 
He worſted the Philiſtines 1 in many Battles, diſmantled the Cities Gath 
Jabneh and Azoth, and was ſo ſucceſsful againſt the Arabs and the Am 
nites, that he hace terrible to his Neighbours : And to ſecure and 
adorn. his Royal City at Feriſalum, he built Towers on the Walls of i 
from whence by Engines they could throw Darts and Stones on an a 
proaching Invader. He was a great Admirer of Huſbandry, which hi 
vaſtly improv'd, and by it grew very wealthy, But the Glory of al 
his Kingdom was his Arms, which conſiſted of two thouſand fix hundret 
Officers, and three hundred and ſeven thouſand and five hundred wy 
compleatly armed both for Offence and Defence, Thus blc{v'd in 
Things was this happy King, fo long as the Prophet $ Zechoriah ined 
' which was to the three and thirtieth Year of his Reign; but when h 


was dead, the King was fo puffed up with his Greatneſs, that torget 


+ The Book of Jonah ends as s abruptly E 


it begins; for it begins with a Conjunction 


Copulative \ And the Word vf the Lord came to 


| Jorab} (for fo it ſhould be read; and in the 


ible ot 1600 it is, The Word of the Lord 


came ALSO 7 Jonah) which bas made 


ſome Commentators think, that this was but 
an Appendix to ſome other W gjting of his, 
or of ſome other concerning him. This Book 
of Jonah \ikewiſe ends as abruptly as it begun; 
for it gives no Account of what became of 
the- Nintvites, or of Jonah himſelf after this: 


Though ſrom God's convicting Jonah by 


the Miracle of the Gourd, and his compaſſio- 


nate Expreſſion concering the Ninevitesy Cb. 


2 : 7 N 
7 ——u— 2 7 . #4 aud. oo 


4. v. 11, it is likely he revers'd their Doon 

1 Urriob. In 2 Kings 15. 0 he is calle 
Azariah. 

& Zechariah, He was not only 2 Prophe 
but Preceptor to the King. St. Jerome lay 
this Zechariah was the Son of that Techarid 
the Son of Jeboida, who was ſtoned by t 
Command of King Foa/h, and born after! 
Father's: Death. Helvicus will not a 0 
Zechariah, whom he mentions ip the thil 
third Year of Uzziah's Reign, to be the tall 
with the Prophet Zechariah who wrote A 
Prophecy under Darius 3 and wi good Kc 
ſon. 


ing himſelf, he would needs. go into the Temple of the Lord to burn 
hbenſe upon the Altar.  Azariah the Prieſt ſeeing this, attended by 
tighty other Prieſts, followed the King, and told him; It was nat his 
Office to burn Incenſe, but theirs. The haughty King inrag'd to be 
bas reproved by his Subjects, holding a Cenſor in his Hand, threatned 
them, and was juſt going to burn the Incenſe ; but he was in the Inſtant 
fruck with a Leproſy, and obliged to depart the Temple in a ſhameful 
Nor did he ever recover of this Diſeaſe, but was forced to dwell 
part by himſelf; and his Son Fotham, as Vice-Roy, took upon him the 
Adminiſtration during his Father's Life. Who having reigned * two and 
fſty Years, died, and was buried in the ſame Field wherein the Royal 
Sepulchres were, but at a Diſtance from them. e SH REF 
Whilſt the Affairs of Fudab were in a flouriſhing Condition under 
that Part of Uz2zab's Reign, wherein he ſerved the Lord, the Kingdom 
of Irael began to # decline ; for Zechariah the Son of Feroboam, the ſe- 
cond and laſt of the Race of Fehu, who ſucceeded his Father in the 
tight and thirtieth'Y ear of Uzz:ab King of Judab, was at the End of 
ix Months murder d by Sballum, who uſurp'd the Tfraelitiſh Crown, 
which he poſſeſs d but one Month; for Menabem going from & T7r2ah, 
le Shatlum, and made himſelf + King. Menahem being ſettled on the 
Throne took the Toun of Tiphſabh, which had refuſed to open their 
Gates to him; for which he put the Inhabitants to the Sword, and was 
þ barbaroufly cruel, that he ripp'd up all the Women that were with 
[Child in the Place; after which he plunder'd and laid waſte all the 
Country about it as far as Tirzoh, 


Two, Se. The Prophecies 3 
bit little hiſtorical Matter. in them, I ſhall 
dy take Notice of them in the Reigns of 


+ Decline, King | Zechariah was the fourth 
om 7ebu, and the laſt King of his Race; 
0 whom was fulfilled that gracious-Promiſe, 
weh the Lord was pleaſed to make 1 
® z: 2 Reward of hie Courage and 


3 him to do vpon the Houſe of 
; d iz, That he and his Family ſhould 
oi the Throne of 1/rae! unto the fourth 
eratieon; which was about an hundred 


be ines in -wliole Time they propheſied. 


Zeal 


* xccuting, the Judgment | which God had 


ing Zecbariah the Son of Jeroboam the ſecond, 

$ Tirzah. *Foſepbus ſays that this Afeng» 
hem was at the Siege of Tirzab by King 
Zechariah's Order, where it is probable he 


might be General, becauſe of making him- 


ſelf King upon the Death of SHallum. 

i King. We are referred to the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Iſrael, for an 
Account of the reſt of the Acts of theſe 
three laſt Kings, Zechariah, Sballum and 
Menabem; of which Acts no mention is 
made in either of thoſe Books of Chronicles 
which we have. Which makes it fi] more 


\ evident, that that Book, ſo often teſerted to, 
als; the laſt of the Family. being this is log. 5 3 
48 5 D 1 In 


* 


: 


_ againſt him, and having ſlain him in the Tower of the Palace Royal, ſeiz'd 


- woah,” Kadeſh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, and all the Land of Naph 
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368 A Compliat HISTORY Book VI. 
n cheſec Times was Aae totn with terrible Convulſions; Rapine 
Murder, and all manner of Violence, and eſpecially'Superſtition ng 14,” | 
latry, reigning throughout the Land; and though God often admoniqy; 
reprow d and threaten'd them by his F rophets, yet | they would not Rey 
pent ; whereupon God: ſtirred up 8 Phu! King of Aſyria to come and 
U invade the Land. Menahem underſtanding this, politickly contrivd to 
make an Advantage of this threatning Storm; for preſenting the Af. 
rian King with three thouſand Talents of Silver, which he raiſed . 
mong his People, he not only perſwaded Phul to withdraw his Force; 
but before he went, to confirm the Poſſeſſion of the Crown to him, Thi, 
anſwer'd his End,, for he reigned.quietly ten Years, and was ſucceeded. hy 
Pekahiah, in the fiftieth Vear of Uzztah King of Fudah. He had not 
reign'd-above two Years, when Pekab the General of his Army conſpir d 


the-Crown, which he wore twenty Years ; though not with great Quiet, 
for Tiglat hpleſer King of Aſjyria fell upon Jon, Abelbethmaacchah, Ja- 


bali, all ſubject to the Crown of 1/ael, and carried the Inhabitants Cap. 
tives to Ahria. Hoſhea the Son of Elab taking Advantage of Pola 
Confufion and Diſtreſs by this Ravage and Stripping of his Country, mur- 
ders him and crowds himſelf into the Throne; where for a while we will 
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of the Mrian Monarchy, who is faid to yet the Peop 
have repented at the Preaching of Jonab. to the Lord. 
| invade, See 2 Kings 15. 13. & 1 Cbron. 5. 26. 


ſhip 
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ſhip, but made molten Images for all the inferior Gods of the.Heathens. 


le facrificed and burnt Incenſe in the High Places, and on the. Hills, 


and under every. green Tree. He likewiſe burnt Incenſe in the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom (a Place not far from Feruſalem) and, to add to 
his other Impieties, he made his Son to paſs through the + Fire, accord- 


ing to the Cuſtom of the Heathen, whom God had caſt out to make 
Room for the Children of T/rae/. But God ſoon called him to a a ſtrict 


Account for theſe abominable Doings, by permitting the * Kings of Sy- 


ria and Iſrael to invade and ravage his Country. Theſe two Kings, with 
their joint Forces, laid Siege to Jeruſalem; which put Abas and his 
People into a great Fright : But the Lord ſent the Prophet Iſaiah to A. 
haz to comfort him, and forete] the Deſtruction of his Enemies, and 
the Eſtabliſhment of himſelf and People, if they would believe in the 
Lord, For Confirmation of this, the Prophet bid Abaz alk a Sign of the 
Lord; but the ſtubborn King would not, under a hypocritical. Pretence 
that he would not tempt God; though it was nothing but a Diſ- 
truſt of his Preſervation, The two. Kings having ſpent ſome Time in 
the Siege of Feruſalem, deſpairing of taking it, retir'd ; but they com- 


I Fire, Interpreters agree, that this paſſing 
through the Fire was done either by cauſing 
the Child to paſs to Moloch between two Fires, 


| made near the one to the other for that Pur- 
pole ; by which the Child was not killed, 


du! conſecrated to that Idol. Or by ſhut- 
bnz up the Child in the Body of the Idol, 
uch was made of -Braſs, in Body like a 
Man, but in Head like an Ox; in Bulk fo. 
beat, that the Body was divided into ſeven 
wlint Cells, into one of which the Child 
lo de ſacrificed being put, was ſuffocated and 
burnt to Death by the Heat which was con- 


rejed from a-Fire without, And, that the 
dels of the Children might not be heard, 
he Prieſts beat Drums; from whence the 


Place was called  Tophet, which fignifies a 
Drum, | ' 4 9 * ns 


King, Ec. 


de Books of Kings and Chronicles, there. 
tems ſome Diſagreement. For in 2 Chron, 
28. 5. Ge. it is ſaid, that God delivered Ahuz 
uo the Hand of the King of Syria, who 
mote him, and carried away a great Mul- 
Wade of vrifoners to Damascus. And that 


ſcore thouſand Men of 


As this Story is related in 
dom, 


he was delivered into the Hand of Petab 


King of Jrael, who ſlew in one Day fix- 
Fudah, and carried 
two hundred thouſand Women and Children, 
with much Spoil, to Samaria. And in 2 
Kings 16. 5. it is faid, that Rezin' King of 


Syria, and Petab King of Ifratl, came up 


to 7eruſaiem, and beſieged han, but could 
not overcome him. And //aiah, chap. 7. ver. 
1. Cc. ſays the fame as 2 Kings 16. 5, To 
accommodate theſe ſeveral Relations, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that the Account given in the Book 
of Kings, and by the Prophet [/atah, related 
to one Time, and that of Chronicles to ano- 
ther; or elfe, that the two Kings of Syria 
and {/rael, after they were forced to raiſe the 
Siege of 7erufalem, committed thoſe. Hhſtili- 
ties of killing ſo many Men, and taking 10 
meny Captives, in other Parts of the King- 
For theve ſeems to he no ground for 
Suſpicion of any Miſtake of the Tranſcriber in 
either Place; the Text agreeing in all three, 
only that in 1jaiah and Chtanicles is more 
particular than that in Kings, 


mitted _ 
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3 
mitted moſt batbareus Hoſtilities in other Parts of the Kingdom; far Iu 
Rezin King of Syria recovered Elath, out of which he drove the "ew th 
and. ſettled the Edomites in it, and return'd to Damaſcus with a great Pr 

Booty. Pekah om his Side ravage'd the Country with an unlimited Fury, WW i 
Putting a hundred and twenty thouſand Men of Fudah to the Sword he 
and carrying away two hundred thouſand Women and Children Captives, _ : 
At the ſame Time Zicbri, a powerful Man of Ephraim, ficw Magfab V 
the King's Son, together with”  Azrikam the great Maſter of the King's A 
 Hovuſhold, and Elkenah, who was next in Authority to the King, Theſe A 
Barbarities provoked the Lord, who in Pity to diſtreſſed Judah ſent the WM of 
Prophet Obed to reprove the cruel Iſraelites "Gp the Slaughter they bad WAN H 
made, and the Prifoners they had taken. Upon this the Chicks of the W 
Tribe of Ephraim oppos'd the bringing the e and Plunder into WW of 
Samaria, alledging, that they had already enough provoked God, and 
need not add this to their other Sins. This ſo weigh'd with the amg ſe 
that they quitted both the Priſoners and the Booty, and the Princes of WM c: 
T/rael clothing them that had been ftripp' d, and ſupplying them with WW 
Neceſſaries, ſent them and the Spoil to Jericho to their Friends. L 
The Edomites having gotten Poſſeſſion of Elam, and the Territories WW i 
belongin ng to it, grew troubleſome Neighbours to Fudah, which they in- 
feſted with frequent Incurſions, as did the Philiſtines, who took (cvcral AM il 
Cities in the South Parts of Fudah, Under which Afflictions, King Aan, Wi H 
Inſtead of repenting, perſiſted in his Idolatry, and ſacrificed to the Gods WM tc 
of Damaſcus, hoping for Succeſs from them, becauſe he fv thai the WW = 
People flouriſhed. But this, and his miſtaken Policy, in calling in a fe- 
reign Aid, contributed to his Ruin; for diſtruſting the Providence of the WW D 
Ton he ſent Ambafſadors to + 75 glathpileſer, King of Ahria, with 1 
ON Preſent of Silver and Gold, to 3 2 him to come and affift him, againſt E 
the Kings of Syria and J/rael, orig 5 8 become a Tributary to him. Wn 
e Mirian King | + lad of this Oppor makes ſhort Work with Wy! 
As King of Syria, for coming wh" a os Army againſt Don:a/cu:, e 


beſieged and 17 took it, flew | Pio the Syrian King, and carried away 
the People Captive. But before the Syrian King left Domaj''., Ahaz 

came to pay him a bl Viſit there; where he increaſed his Idol by 
uckily 


55 716 Gang He i is alſo called Tuben by the Prophet Ames, chap, 1. ver. 3. adi 
80 pings 2 Cyron. 28. 20. ap. 7. ver. 12. * Du 
Te This Deſtruction of Damejſrus | Viſit. This may be reaſonad!y ſuppoſe 


| as not "7 foretold by /aiahy chop. 7. but to of done in Policy, leſt the viQorious 


* 


4 


Arid 
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wekily ſeeing and admiring an idolatrous Altar, which f pleaſed hims 
at he cauſed a Model of it to be made, and ſent it to Urijah the 
Prieft at Jeruſalem, to make him ſuch another againſt his Return. U;7- 
F purſued the King's Directions, and when Ahaz came to Feri ſalem 
he ſacrificed on it, and grew ſo fond of this additional Idolatry, that he 


Veſſels which were in the Temple, and at laſt ſhut the Temple up: 
And to extinguiſh the Worſhip of the God of his Fathers quite, he cauſed 
Altars to be erected in every Corner of Jeruſalem; and in all the Cities 
of Judab he made High Places to burn Incenſe in to other Gods. In the 


Heicht of theſe Impieties Abas died, having reigned ſixteen Years, and 
e vas buried in Fertu/alem ; but not in the Royal Sepulchre of the Kings 
0 of udah, FARES." F | 2 N 3 | 
{ Hoe the Son of Elab having murdered Petab King of T/-ael, and 
f ſized the Crown, ſoon found his Uſurpation attended with many In- 
f cumbrances. For he, imitating his wicked Predeceſſors, and together 
h WW vith the People continuing in Diſobedience and Rebellion againſt the 


Lord, flighting the Admonitions and Threatnings of the Prophets, they 
a laſt fo highly provoked God, that he deſerted them, and ſuffered the 


1- King of + AHria to afflict them. For Hy/ſhea was ſcarce ſettled in his 
al Wy -gotten Throne, when Salmanaſſar, the Aſſyrian Monarch, invaded him. 
2, bes for this Time pacify'd him with large Preſents, and a Promiſe of 
ds becoming a Tributary to him: But neglecting to pay the Tribute-Money, 
he and intending to revolt by the Aſſiſtance of the King of Egypt, Salma- 
o- 


he WW Directly to Samaria, and laid Siege to it ; which held out three Years, 
: WT but at laſt was forc'd to yield, which was in the ninth and laſt Year of 
ne ; 


tiſcea's Reign. Salmanaſſar having taken the Place, put Hoſbea in Irons, 
ad confined him cloſe, and carrying all T/-ae! Captives into Aſyria, he 
paced them in Halab and in Habor, by the River Gogan, and in the 


ne Cities of Media. Thus were ten Tribes diſpoſſeſſed of the Land of Ca- 
vay 5 | 5 8 
a mould come to Jeruſalem, after his ſelf: For, as the Text ſays, 2 Chron. 28. 20. 


rel agamſt Damaſtus, and take the Ad- Piglathpilneſer troubiad Ahaz, but did not 
ne ! the Nakedneſs and Weakneſs of frengthen bim. 4 . 

* Which had been of late ſo oſten pil- * Alerations, See 1 Kings 7. 27. and 
Wa. And that what the King of Aria did 2 Kings 16. 14, Ce. | 
noſed 


* 
7b 


Jie 


Wh out of Pity to them, as to inrich him- 7/a, 19. 5. the Rod of his Anger. 
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made great * Alterations and Innovations, removing to it part of the 


ular having early Intelligence of his Deſigns, marches with a vaſt Army 


wit the Enemies of Judah, was not ſo ria. The King of Aria is call'd in 
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on him, and finding Gabel, who was of his own Tribe, very poor, he 
lent him the ten Talents, and took a Receipt. After the Death af 9a. 


5 ſet | for th. 


Book y! 
naar, which; God had given to their Fathers, 9 “ Becauſe they oben 
“ not the Voice of the Lord their God, but tranſgreſſed his Covenant & 
& all that Mofes. the Servant of the Lord had commanded, and would 
e not hear them, nor do them: And of this Calamity they had hy... 
often admoniſhed, and their Captivity. foretold by the + Prophets, 
Among the Captive Hraelites that were led away by Soimanaſſy, ui, 
| Tobit, a Man of the Tribe and City of Naphtali. He had ferred C 


from his Infancy, and done many Acts of Charity. He married a W f, 


of his own Tribe, called Auna, by whom he had a Son named Tobias, or 
Tobit, whom he brought up very piouſly. In their Captivity tis little 
Family ſerved God, and would not eat of the Food of the Heathens 


but lived after the Manner of the Jews. His Piety was conſpicuous (6 


all, and ſo won upon the Conqueror Salmanaſſar, that he made him hi 


Purveyor, and [kg him Leave to go whither he pleaſed, He made 
pious Uſe of th 


s Liberty, and from it took an Occaſion of viſiting n 
. . * 0 1 N - - . 

relieving his inflaved Country-Men. He went one Day to Ragusa Ciry 
of the Medes, with ten Talents of Silver, which the King had beſtoryed 


# 
» 


* 


mangſſar, Sennaaberib perſecuted the Mraelites, yet Tobit did not ceale ty 


aſſiſt them; for he went daily to viſit his Kindred, comforted, and di- 
_ tributed among them what he had, to the utmoſt of his Power for he 
fed the Hungry, cloathed the Naked, and buried thoſe that died, or had 


been killed. King Sennacherib, after flying from the Land of Ju), 
by Reaſan of a Plague God had ſent amongſt his Soldiers, and retiring 
into his own 3 in a Rage againſt the 1/-ae/ites, he caus'd many of 


them to be {lain, whoſe Bodies Tobit buried. The King being inform'd 


£7” { Becauye, See 2 Chron. 18. 12, and more Canonical Books of Scripture. Tt is gener 
E 4 , O : a f |; 2X 9 1 5 
At large, 2 Kings 17, from u. 7. to v. 24! believ'd to be writ by the two 2% 98 


where the Juſtice of God in difinheriting the there is no Certainty of that. c 
5jrazliths, and. the Cauſe of it, are very amply Book was fiift wiitten in £69.79, hic 
„ was the Language of the Couniry where 7% 

4 Prophets. Iſaiab 8, 4. and 9. 9. to the was a Captive, St. Term tial + 17 
End. Heſea 8. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. and chap. 13, the Cha/dauk Original, WD¹Ch 15 now lor 
16. Amos 3. 9. to the End; chap, 5. 2, 355 from which the Greet varies 2 : I 
and chap. 6. 7. and 2. f. and Micab 1. 5, 6, this Story here, becauſe it happc: c 5" 4 
Oc. chap. 2. 3, 4» Ve. | this Time as I can conjecture, n 


| 


I Tabit, The Jews jbemſelves look d upon Sake of the divine Reveſatior, tenz 
| the Hiſtory of Tobit to be true, though they tion'd in it. | | 
have not placed the Book of Tobit among this 
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or this, commanded him to be killed, and his Goods to be ſeized, Tybis 
hearing this fled, and having been a Friend to many in Diſtreſs, did not 
dow want a Friend to conceal him. About fix Weeks after the King 
vas murdered by his two Sons; upon which Tobit returned to his Houſe, 


ind had all his Goods reſtored to him, The Danger he had been in 1 
before did not deter him from burying the Dead, And having one Day 


very much fatigu d himſelf in that charitable Office, he lay down to ſleep 
under a Wall, and as he ſlept, there fell from a Swallow's Neſt ſome 
hot Dung into his Eyes, and blinded him. This Affliction he bore 
with much Patience, in which Time he and his Wife were driven to ſuch 
creat Straights, that ſhe was forced to take in Work to maintain them. 
hit believing he had not long to live, gave his Son excellent * In- 
{ructions, and ordered him to go to Gabel at Rages, to recover the ten 
Talents he had lent him, and return his Receipt. Young Tobias was-un- 
wiling to undertake this Journey alone, therefore his Father bid him 
inquire for ſome civil Perſon to bear him Company, whom. he would 
requite for his Trouble. The Angel Raphael appeared to Tobras in the 
hape of a young Mraelite, and offered to conduct him to his Father's 
Friend Gabel at Rages, at whoſe Houſe he ſaid he had been, calling him- 
kf Azariah the Son of Ananias, and promiſed to carry out and bring 
back the young Man in Safety. As ſoon as they were gone, Tobzas's 


Mother wept, fearing ſhe ſhould never ſee her Son again; but the Huf- 


bind, truſting in God, comforted her. Tobias being on the Way, and 
commg to the River Tigris, went to waſh his Feet, and faw a great Fiſh 
ming out of the Water, which he thought would devour him; but 
we Angel incouraged him; adviſing him to lay hold of the Fiſh and pull 


upon the Land: When he had fo done, the Angel bid him take the 15 


trails of it, and to keep the Heart, the Gall and the Liver, aſſigning 
or a Reaſon, -that the Liver and the Heart being burnt on the Coals, the 
smoke of them would drive away evil Spirits, and that the Gall was 
jroper for curing of Blemiſhes in the Eyes. Then they dreſſed ſome of 
the Fiſh, and falted up the reſt to ſerve them till they came to; their 
lourney's end. 5 > n 
Being come near Ecbatan, a City of Media, the 'Anget told Tobias 
there was a Man in that City called Raguel, who was of the ſame Tribe, 
ind his near Kinſman ; that he ſhould go and lodge at his Houſe, atk his 
Daughter in Marriage, and by that Means he would get all he had, Tobias 


* I:ruffims, See Tobit 4. 
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told him he was informed ſhe had been married already to 


ſey 
bands, who were all dead, and that the evil Spirit had killed hem * 
he feared the ſame Fate would befal him, and being an on! N 


y Son, his 
nts, that jt 


Death would cauſe fo great Affliction and Grief to his Pare 
would haſten their End. The Angel anſwered, That the Perſons over whom 
the evil Spirit had Power, were ſuch as married without the Fear of God, 
and only thought of ſatisfying their brutal Appetites like Beafts ; tha f 
prevent the Misfortune that had befallen the others, when be married 
the young Woman, he ſhould ſtrictly obſerve Continence for the firſt three 
Days, wholly devoting himſelf and his Wife to Prayer. That the $19 
Night he ſhould lay the Liver of the Fiſh on the Fire, and it would 
drive away the evil Spirit; and when the third Night wa: paſſed, be 
ſhould take the young Woman in the Fear of the Lord, and ber the 
Sake of having Children. 

Tobias being arrived at Raguel's Houſe: is ed with ck Joy and 
Reſpect, which incouraged the young Man to demand his Daughter in 
Marriage. Raguel at firſt made ſome Difficulty to give her, fearing tat! 
the ſame Miſchief might fall on him, which had happened to the other 
ſeven that had married her; but the Angel bidding him not fear, he 

without more to do gave her to him. Tobias punctually performed what | 
the Angel had injoined him in Regard of his Wife; for he roafted the 
Liver of the Fiſh on the Coals, and ſpent three Nights in Continence 
and Prayer. Raguel, who expected the Death of this his Eighth Son-in- | 
Law, was ſurprized and amazed to ſee him alive and well in the Nloru- 
ing; and for Joy of this made a Feaſt, and conjured his Son Tobras 9 
ſtay with him a Fortnight. In which Time, that he might not ſeem 
to neglect his Father's Affairs, whilſt he was ingaged at his Father-in- | 
Law's Houſe a merry-making, he intreated the Angel, whom: he tor 
ſtill to be Azoriah, to go to Rages, to receive the Money of Gabel, 
which he owed to his Father, The Angel did fo, went and received 
the Money, told Gabel what had happened to young Tobias, and con. 
ducted him to the Wedding. 
In the mean Time old Johit and his Wife were in great Pain for their 
Son. The Mother was inconſolable, but the Father ſtill had Hope. 
And now Tobias conſidering his Parents Uneaſineſs at his long bſence, 
took Leave of his Father-in-Law, and ſet out with the Angel, bis fe | 
Men and Women-Servants, Cattle and Camels, which carried a conſide- 
rable Sum of Money. T hey arrived in eleven Days at Charan, hich 
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i not. far from Nineveb. The Angel and Tobias ſet out before his 
Wife ; and the Dog that had gone with them ran Home before them. 
By this the good old Parents knew their Son was not far off, and went 
hut to meet him. After Imbraces and mutual Salutations, Tob7as rubbing 
his Father's Eyes with the Fiſh's Gall, a Sort of white Film dropped 
fom them, and the old Man recovered his Sight. Sarah, Tobias's Wife, 
and all their Family came ſeven Days after; and being, now all met, 
there was great Feaſting and Rejoicing for a whole Week; after which 
7;b:as deſigning to reward Azariab, offered him half of all he had 
brought home from his Journey, Upon which he, whom they took for 
Azarial, declared he was the Angel Raphael, and vaniſhed. Tob:f lived 
o be an hundred and eight and fifty Years old. Before his Death he 
{retold the approaching Deſtruction of Nineveh, and the Rebuilding of 
Jeruſalem. He adviſed his Son to depart from NMineveb with his ſeven 
Children, as ſoon as his Mother was dead. The Son obeyed him, and 
immediately after the Deceaſe of his Mother, taking his Wife, Children, 
1d Crand-Children, he left Nineveb, and returned to his Father and 
Mother-in-Law, whom he found ſtill living in a good old Age, Upon 
Rague''s Death he inherited all that he had, and, having lived a hundred 
ad ſeven and twenty Years, died in the Fear of the Lord, _ 
The poor Iſraelites being forced out of their own Country, the Aſy- 
in King drew out ſeveral Colonies of his own People from Babylon, 
and ether. Provinces, and ſent them into“ Canaan, where they took Poſ- 
{f1:00 of the Cities, and dwelt in them; but polluting the Holy Land 
wich various Idolatries, the Lord fent + Lions among them, which flew _ 
many of them. The People attributing this Affliction to their not ado- 
ing the God of the Country in ſuch Manner as he would be worthip- 
pc, diſpatched away Meſſengers to the King of Aſſyria, to acquaint 
bim that the God of the Land had ſent Lions among them, becauſe they, 
e knowing how that God would be ſerved, had performed no Wor- 
"1p to him. Upon this the King ordered that one of the Prieſts that 
ad been brought Captive out of the Land of T/rael, ſhould be carried 
c thither, to inſtruct theſe new Inhabitants in the Worſhip of the Gd 
s Cannon, This re-peopling of Semaria,: uninhabited fo many Years, as were between 
nc other Cities of 1/rael, is afcribed to E/ar- the Grand-father and Grand-ſon ; and whe- 
allen, Fxra 4. 2. But he being the Grand- tibet they, who were ſent by E/arbaddon, might 
(in of Salmangſſar, by whom the-Country wis not in all Likelihood be a ſecond Colony. 
 CPopulated, it may be conſidered, whether it + Lions, Sec 2 Kings Thy, 25. 
* 0:00ad's, that the Country lay waſte and | 35 2 
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l of the Land. Aexordingly one of the captive Prieſts was ſent 
* tled in Bethel, and taught the People” how they ſhould 9 fear the Lord 
But theſe Colonies conſiſting. of a Mixture of People of ſeveral Nation, 
| and Provinces, each made a God of their own, according to the Manne. 
2 of the Place from which they came, and put them in the Houſes 95 
the High Places, which the f T#aehites had made. Thus there cam. 
amongſt them a confuſed Mixture of the Worſhip of the true God, and 
of falſe Deities, they at the ſame Time ſerving the true God, and then 
own Idols: The laſt of which were many and various, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Country from whence they came. They that cane from 
Babylon ſet up || Sticcothbenoth for their God. They that came from 
Chuthath made Nergal their God, The Men of Hamath ſet up + 4m; 
The Avites had two Gods, d Nibhaz and ** Tartak. They that came 
from Sepbarvaim had two, tf -Adramelech and if Anammelech. 

Though this Captivity, and the Afflidtions- that attended it, ere 
literal Completion of what the Prophets had told the Maelites would inc- 
vitably befal them for their Diſobedience; yet were they ſo far from be- 
ing reclaimed, that they perſiſted in their wicked Courſe of Idolatry, and 
neglected the Statutes and Laws, which the Lord had given to their | 
Forefathers. . This was the End of the Maelitiſb Kingdom, and the Be- 

' ginnivg of that Mungrel People, which were afterwards called .- 
tuns; Enemies to the Jews, and, as ſuch, rejected by them. 

The Kingdom of 1/-ae/ thus extinguiſhed, that of Judah had a longer 
Period, continuing about a hundred and forty Years after the Capti- 
vity of Iſrael commenced, Good Hezekiah fucceeding his wicked Fa- 
ther haz, began his Reign in the third Year of Heſbea, and in the f 
and twentieth Year of his own Age. God bleſſed him with nine and 

8 Fear. That is, how. they. ſhould wer- 88 Nibbaz. Suppos'd to be the ſame with 
ſhip the Calf, as the degenerated I/ gelite; had Anubis, which the Egyptians worſhipped it. 
done. e „the Image of a Dog. i 
1 T/raelites. 2 Kings 17. 29. they are call's 4 Tartah, Worſhipped in the Form cf 
Samaritans, decauſe Samaria. was the Metro- an Aſs... | 2 
polis, or chief City ef that Kingdom. .. It Adramelech, Repreſented in be Form 

© "'Þ Succothbenoth was the Piture' of a Hen of a Mule. 
with her. Chickens, Gadwyn, Maſ. and Aar. I Anammelech. In the Form f= Hori: 
h 4. 6. 7. | But becauſe the Sepharvartes, 2 Kings 17: 3! 


» Who ſet. 
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* Nergal, The Hebrew Doctors call this are ſaid to burn their Children in the Fei 
the Galli Syluveftris, others, a'Woodeors, But theſe Gods, ſome have thence conjecturec, that 
D' em, l. 1. N 103. ſays, Nergal was a theſe two Idols. were the ſame with 079: 

. continual Fire. | OE CO 11 

+ Abima was repteſented by a Goat, G 
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Years Reign of Plenty and Proſperity ; for he was a religious 
NT and permitted no other Worfhip throughout his Dominions, but 
that of the true God, as it had been appointed by the Law. The very 
ſrſt Month of the firſt Year of his Reign he cauſed the Gates of the- 
Temple, which his Father had ſhut up, to be opened, and the Fabrick 
to be repaired. Then giving Order to the Prieſts and Levites to ſanctify 
themſelves, he cauſed them to cleanſe it, and put all Things in Order. 
When the Temple was cleanſed, the King, having recovered all the 
peſlels and Utenſils that could be found, had them cleanſed, and placed 
before the Altar of the Lord. Pious Hezekiah having thus prepared all 
Things for the Worſhip of his God, went early in the Morning to the 
Temple, attended with his chief Officers; where he offered Burnt Offer- 
| ings and Sacrifices in ſuch Abundance, that the Prieſts were too few to- 
lay them, and were forced to accept of the Help of the Levites who (ſo: 
great was the Corruption then in the Prieſthood) were more ready to 
andtify themſelves than the Prieſts. Thus was the Service of the Houſe: 
of the Lord revived and ſet in Order, to the mutual Joy and Satisfaction 
both of King and People. And now a Way being opened for a thorough. 
Reformation, the King propoſed the reviving of the Paſſover; which, 
by Reaſon of the Diviſion of the Kingdom, and the frequent Commo- 
tons that had happened thereupon, had not been regularly obſerved for a 
log Time, Wherefore conſulting with his Princes, it was agreed, that 
ince it could not be kept in the firſt Month, (which was the ufual Time 
for it) becauſe there was not a ſufficient Number of Prieſts ſanctified, 
ad the People could not have timely Notice to affemble at Feruſalem, it 
ſhould be kept in the fecond Month, and Proclamation to be made from 
Dan to Beerſheba, to invite not only the two Tribes of the Kingdom of 
fudab, but all thoſe of the ten Tribes of Mael, that had eſcaped the 
Ciptivity, Accordingly & Letters. were ſent by Poſt from the King 
toughout all Hrael and Judab. But when the Meſſengers came to the 
Countries of Ephraim, Manaſſeb and Zebulon, they were derided and 
meaviily uſed. However, ſeveral of the Tribes of Aſber, Manaſſe and 
Lebutun, gladly imbraced the Opportunity of Worthipping the Lord the 
ue Way, and came to Feruſalem, As for the Men of Judah the Power 
of God wrought fo effectually upon them, that they unanimouſly obeyed 
lic King and his Princes, who, they were ſenſible, acted by the Com- 
mand of the Lord. | | 


> Lelters, See 2 Chron. 30. 6. 
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„All Things being prepared, as well as the Time would permit, and 
the n Altars in Feruſalem demoliſhed and thrown into the Brag) 
Kidron, the People met, and on the fourteenth Day of the ſecond Month, 
| celebrated the Paſſover. But good King Hezetiah fearing that in ſo great 

2 Multitude there might be ſome, who had not obſerved: the Ceremony of 
fandifying themſelves, offered this atoning 8 Prayer for them, Th, 
good Lord. pardon every one, that prepareth his Heart to ſeck God 
<< even the Lord God of his Fathers ; although he be not Cleanſed, ac- 
" cording to the Purification of the Sanctuary. The Paſtover being 
-over, the.King commanded all that -were preſent to go into all the Citi 
.of Judab, and break down the Images, burn the Groves, and demolih 
the High Places and Altars, not only in Fudab, but in all Parts of 
0 and in thoſe Places of Epbraim and Manaſſeb, which were 
{abject to Judah. In fine, he reſtored the ancient Worſhip, that had 
been uſed in the Temple i in all its Solemnities, allotting to the Prie(t, 
and Levites their reſpective. Services and Allowances of Proviſions and 
other Neceſſaries. And to perfect the Reformation in Point of Religion, 
he. broke in Pieces the Brazen Serpent which Mofes had made, bee wic 
the People had offered Sacrifice to it till that Time, 

„ e Contliaing ſtrict in the Worſhip of the Lord, his eh was 
"rewarded with a proſperous Reign; and he merited the Title of, The 
beſt King of Judah I before and after his Time. He recovered tha 
Cities which the Philiſtiues had taken from his Father in the Low- 
Country, and South Parts of Judah; and being uneaſy under the Tri- 
bute which his Father had ingaged to pay to the King of Afyria, he re- 
Fuſed to pay it any longer. Upon this Sennacherib enters Judah in the 
fourteenth Year of Hezetiab's Reign, and befieging ſeveral Citics, took 
them. Which Hezekiah hearing, and rightly conjecturing that he would | 
at laſt bend his whole Force againſt Feruſatem, reſolved while he had 
Time to make it as ſtrong as he could: And to ſupply himſelf, u ſtraiten 
the Enemy, he ſtopped up all the Springs without the City, and turn d 
the Brook Gibon into the City. Then he repaired the Wal, made fee | 


veral new F Frufcations, and added another, Wall without the old one. | 


8 R * 2 Chrm, 30. 18, 19. In 1 Wall This 1 ſuppoſe was that "art 0 
vrhich Chapter is fer down the reſt of this great the Wall which J, King 7%, 2 
Solemnity, the gleateſt that had been perform- broke down in the Time of Aan“ Ki 8 
ed in Jeruſalem, ſince the Time of Somon, of Judah, 2 Chron. 25. 73. 

4 Before, That muſt he meant, ſince the # | 
Diviſion of the Kingdom, Ie | 
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te likewiſe repaired the Citadel Mz, and provided the City with all 
Manner of warlike Ammunition, | = 
Notwithſtanding theſe Preparations, Hezekrah wiſely conſidering the 
Inequality of Power, thought it ſafer to ſubmit and compound the Matter, 
than to run the Hazard of a Battle, and ſuffer his Country to be ravaged 
ind plundered by the Enemy. To which End he ſent Ambaſſadors to . 
Semacherth, who then was before Lachiſh, and by them acknowledging 
his Offence, intreated him to withdraw his Army, promiſing to ſubmit 
to what Terms he pleaſed. The haughty Arian Monarch demands 
# thirty Talents of Gold, and + three hundred Talents of Silver, which 
Hzekiah with much Difficulty did, for he was forced to ſtrip the Tem- 
ole and his own Palace. Baſe Sennacherib having received the Money, 
refuſes to ſtand to the Agreement, and, inſtead of raiſing the Siege, or 
withdrawing his Army, ſent away a large Detachment under the Com- 
mand of three Generals, Tartan, Rabſaris, and Rabſhekeh, to take Poſ- 
ſeſion of Feruſalem ; where Rabſhekeh, in the Name of his Maſter, and 
n great Contempt of the God of Mael and King Hezekiah, demanded 
the Surrender of the City. Hezekiah had ſent three of his Miniſters to 
party with the three Afyrian Generals, viz. Eliatim, Comptroller of 
bis Houſhold ; Shebna, the Secretary, and Joab the Recorder. To theſe 
Rab/bzkeb addrefled himſelf after that inſolent Manner in the Jeuiſh 
Language, which he continued to repeat, that the People, hearing his 
proud Threats, and vain Boaſtings, might be afraid, and incline the King 
0 yield to their inſolent Demands. The three Miniſters return to He- 
22a in a very mournful Manner, and relate to him what had paſſed 
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e between the Aſſyrian Commanders and them; upon which the King ſent 
ik Elam and Shebna to 1jaiah, to. deſire him to conſult the Lord for them : 
d ho not in the leaſt diſmayed at the Arrogance of the blaſphemous 
id du of Aſyria, returned this ſhort and comfortable & Anſwer to the 


King of Judah; Thus faith the Lord, be not afraid of the Words 
which thou haſt heard, with which the Servant of the King of Aſfſyria 
* hath blaſphemed me. Behold I will ſend a Blaſt upon him, and he ſhall 
hear a Rumour, and ſhall return to his own Land, and I will cauſe him 
"to fall by the Sword in his own Land. 5 


Dirty, Sc. At four thouſand five hun- Silver, at three hundred ſeventy five Pounds each 
Red Pounds a piece, thirty Talents of Gold come to one hundred twelve thouſand and five 
we to one hundred thirty-five thouſand hundred Pounds. 
bounce. 1 S8 Anſwer, See Iſa. 37.6. 7. Ce. | 
Hie, Se. Three hundred Talents of Th EY ets 
| 5 (7 Rabſhekeb 
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© Rabſhekeh having ſummoned Feruſalem to yield, and receiving no An. 
ſwer, returned to his Maſter, who was incamped before Libna. Hes 
7 ' : | It 
was that Sennacherib heard the Rumour, which God threatned hy % 
. ; , y 1/aigh, 
which was, that his Country was invaded by Tirhakab King of Efhiggi, 
Wherefore reſolving to return Home with all Speed, he ſcnt {6,1 | 
Summons to Hezekiah, as blaſphemous and as inſolent as the forme; 
Hezekiah having read the Letter, went into the Temple, and foreading ? 
before the Lord, he prayed to him for Deliverance from the King of Aff. 
ria. Hezekiah had no ſooner made his Prayer, but the Lord return 
him another comfortable 1 Anſwer by the Prophet T/atah, which was a 
Aſſurance of ſpeedy Deliverance ; for the King of Afyria ſhould no: at. 
tack Jeruſalem, but return without doing any Hurt. This was ſoon veri. 
fied ; for in that ſame Night the Angel of the Lord came into the Camp 
of Sennacherib, and || flew a hundred and eighty thouſand, who wer: a 
choice Men, * Sennacherib the next Day ſecing ſuch a Slaughter of hi 
| People, haſtned with the reſt into his own Country, and took up his Reſi- 
dence at Nzneveh ; where he had not long been, but one Day, as he was 
worſhipping in the Temple of + Niſroch, his God, his two unnatural 
Sans, Adrammelech and Sharezar, 5 aſſaſſinated him; who eſcaping into 
Armenia, made Way for Eſarbaddon, their Brother, to aſcend the A. 
rian Throne. After this Defeat of Sennacherib, Hezekiah was very much 
reſpected by all the neighbouring Princes, ſeveral ſending him Preſents; 
ſo that he became exceeding rich and powerful, In the midit of all 
t Anſwer, See 2 Kings 19. 20. is not mentioned in the Holy Text, H 
| Slew. What manner of Death theſe Men Dr. Prideaux, in his Introduction to the Ress. 
died is not mentioned in the Text, ſo that ing of Hiſtory, p. 154. gives this piaujibie Ac 
there is is Room for Variety of Conjecture. count. When Senacherib was got home, wi) 
Though moſt agree it was a Sort of Suffocati- the Loſs of ſo great an Army, he demzndet | 
on. probably occaſioned by Lightning. of ſome about him, what the Keafon mizht 
. * Sennacherib, He being the grand Offen- be, that the irreſiſtible God of Heaven (0 . 
der in this Caſe, and his People but as Sub- voured the Jewiſb Nation? To which be 
jects obeying him; it may be asked why he was anſwered, that Abraham, from whom they 
eſcaped in this great Slaughter? To which were defended, by ſacrificing his only 500 0 
Interpreters anſwer, 1. That he might be ſen- him, had purchaſed this Protection t , 
fible of that great Power which he had ſo in- Progeny. Whereupon the King replies, “ 
| folently blaſphemed. And, 2. That after he had that will win him, I'il ſpare him two ol 
ſeen the Slaughter of his People, and ſhame- Sons, to gain him to my Side“ Which when! 
Fully fled, he might die a more ſcandalous his Sons, Sharezar and Adramme!! bete 
and ignominious Death, by the Hands of his they reſolved to prevent their own De 
unnatural Sons. his. To theſe Times may be referied dae 
+ Nifrach. Some take this God to be the Prophefies of Jaiab which are cc i 
 Fipure of Noah's Ark, others of an Eagle. chap. 10. and in chap. 14. 25. and ch. 31. 
S Afoffinated, The Cauſe of this Paricide 8. and that of Micab, chap. 3. 6. 
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which he is ſeized by a mortal Diſeaſe, and to aſſure him it was ſo, the 
Prophet T/azah, in the Name of the Lord, came to adviſe him to ſettle 
1 Affairs, for he ſhould die; and then. withdrew. Hezekiah knew no 
ther Way to deprecate this Sentence, but by applying directly to his 
| God, whom he thus addreſs'd : ©* Remember me, O Lord, I beſeech 
« thee, how I walked before thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart 
« and have done that which is good in thy Sight.” This ſhort Prayer had 
0 good Effect with God, that before Iſaiab was got into the Middle of 
| the Court, the Spirit of the Lord bid him return, and tell Hezekroh, 
that he had heard his Prayers, and ſeen his Fears; that he ſhould recover 
n three Days, and that he would add fifteen Vears to his Life; giving 
him at the ſame Time an Aſſurance of his Care and Protection of him and 
his People, Hezektab, in Surprize at the ſudden Reverſe of his Doom, 
aſced the Prophet by what Sign he might know he ſhould recover, Tfatah 
told him, he might take his Choice; either to have the Shadow on the 
%n-Dial go ten Degrees forward or backward; and he choſe the latter, 
which accordingly. came to paſs. Then the Prophet ordered a Lump of 
ay Figs to be laid upon the King's Ulcer, and he recovered. Immedi- 
ely after which he drew up a lamentable Memorial of his Affliction upon 
the Thought of his:Death, and a grateful Acknowledgment of his Reco- 
rery ; which he committed to © Writing. The Fame of this Cure, and 
the Miracle attending it ſpread ſo far, that it reached the Ear of Morodach 
Baladan, King of || Babylon, who ſent Ambaſſadors with Letters and 
Prelents to congratulate Hezekiab's Recovery; who thinking he could not 
more honourably return the Compliment, than by ſhewing them the 
brandevr of his Kingdom, very indiſcreetly gave them a Sight of all 
lis Strength and Treaſure, For which T/azah, by the Order of God, re- 
proves him ſeverely, and foretold, that the Day would come, when all 
tne Treaſures he had gathered, and his Children alſo, ſhould be carried 
nto Babylon. Hezekiah having erred through human Weakneſs, not 
dubbornneſs, + humbly bowing to the Judgment, replied, © Good is 


the Word of the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken, ſeeing there ſhall be 15 
{ | | * N . . . | 1% 1 
' Feace and Truth in my Days. How long after this Hezekiab reigned, 41 
i Writing See 1/7. 38 9, Sc. tions dear; and have been often the Occaſion 1 | 
Ban. At that Time Balyhn was a of drawing the ba:barous People into the Ro. (|: 
,outary of the Afyrion Monarchy, and mon Emvi-e, ; : | ql } 
"02h Morodach Baladen is called King, he + Humb!ly, This ſhews that Hezetinh had K 
" thouzhe to be no moe than Vice Roy. ſome Oftentition or Vanity in ſnewipg bis | 1 
Iniifercetly, Such Actions have coſt Na- Trezſures to the Babyleniſb Ambaſladurs, th 
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is not certain; though this is the laſt Act recorded of him. Undoubted ſei 
in fifteen Years after his Sickneſs, ſo pious and good a Prince did man Irc 
Things for the Honour of God, and the Good of his People; but ben, 
only recorded in the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah, we are deprived of 
of the Memoirs of the latter Part of this and other Kings Lives. e ge 
was buried in the chief Sepulchre of the Sons of David, and all , Fr gr 
lamented his Death, and did him Honour *. Ee hi: 
Good King Hezekioh is ſucceeded by his Son Manaſſeh, at the l E 
of twelve Years, Though he was but young, yet he could not be 9 gt 
Stranger to the happy Reign of his pious Father, whoſe Example he be 
was fo far from imitating, that he acted directly contrary to him in al 4 
Things, eſpecially in what related to the Worſhip of God; for he adored 4 
Idols, reſtored the High Places, erected Altars to Baal, ſet up an Idol in . 
the Temple, made his Son paſs through the Fire, and made uſe of Di- s 


ners, Inchanters, and thoſe who ſaid they had familiar Spirits. He was 
naturally very cruel ; for, to add to the reſt of his Crimes, he is faid to 
have ſhed fo much + innocent Blood, that Feruſalem was filled with it 
By theſe horrid Impieties he provoked the Lord to fend his Prophet to 
him with this dreadful Meſſage; That he would bring ſuch Calamities 
upon Feruſalem and Fudab, that whoſoever ſhould hear of them, the, 
ſhould' make their Ears to tingle: Declaring that he would forſake th: 
Remnant of his Inheritance, and deliver them into the Hands of thei: 
Enemies. Theſe Judgments ſoon came to paſs ; for God permitted the 
Alſſyrians to enter Fudah, who committed all Manner of Outrage, and 


* ſn Hezeliab's Reign we read of two 


great Miniſters, Eliatim and Shebna, who 
were ſent to receive the King of A/jria's 
Meſſage by Raibeteb, and afterwards to con- 
ſult the Prophet Jaiab about it, 2, Kings. 
18, 17, 18, and chap. 19. 2. Eliatim was a 


good Man; but Shebna a wicked Man. The 
Prophet T/ainh, chap. 22. was ſent by the 
Lord to Shebna to reprove him, and tell him, 
that he would not only throw him out of his 


Offices, and place Eliakim in them, but ſend 
him away Captive, and would viotently turn 
aud toſs him, like a Ball, into a large Country, 
where he ſhould dis. And he would give his 
Office to Eliatim (whom he had ſupplanted, 
and gotten from him the Office of Treaſurer ) 
and would make Elialim a Father to the Inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, and to the Houſe of Judah. 


this purple Stream, it is more than probable, 


ſpilt. For tho' the Holy Text gives no Ac 


Innocent. Amongſt the reſt that made up 
the innocent Blood of the Prophet Vi was 


count of his Death, yet Ecclefiaftick Writers 
tell us, that under this King ars//z/ ho 
reported to have been his Son-in-Law) be 
was in his extream Age, after be bad Hees 
more than a hundred Years, and prophe'ec 
more than fixty of them, mol! barbaroully 
put to Death, by being ſawed in wo I + 
wooden Saw, To which, very Pr, ite 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews m 
refer, when he ſaid, They were free dt, 
Heb. 11. 3. He collected into ove olume 
all the Prophecies he had made er e. 


7 


Kings, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hexe dial, 


ine 
11718 


a9 -Y 


eizing the guilty King, who hid himſelf among the Briars, put him in 


lons, and with his People, carried him Priſoner to Babylon. 
ſ Manaſſeb, in this Diſtreſs, came to himſelf, and conſidering the Hand 
| of God was juſt upon him for his abominable Practices, he, in moſt pun- 


gent Sorrow, and Senſe of his Condition, addreſſed himſelf to God, who 
eraciou{ly accepted his Prayers, and reſtored him to his Kingdom, Upon 
his Return, to manifeſt the Sincerity of his Repentance, he removed the 
Idols and Altars of ſtrange Gods out of the Temple, and ſuffered none 


he facrificed thereon Burnt-Offerings, and Thank- Offerings, and obliged 
the People of Judah to ſerve the Lord. However, the People did ſtill 
acrifice in the High Places, not to Idols, but to the Lord their God 
only, And as he reformed in Matters of Religon, ſo he did in thoſe of 
the States; for he garriſon'd his Towns, and built a very high Wall, to 
incloſe Mount Sion in the City. Having reigned five and fifty Years, 


a he died, and was buried (not as the good Kings of Judah, in the Royal 
g sepulchre) in the * Garden of his own Houſe, called the Garden of 
U. Uaziah, 5 | „ 

* Amon, his Son, ſucceeded him, who inherited the worſt of his Father's 
* Vices, and followed the ill Example he had ſet him in the Beginning 
- of his Reign, for which God ſhortned his Government, by permitting 
= I Servants to conſpire againſt him, and ſlay him. However, as wick- 
805 ed as he was, his Death was reveng'd ; for the People put the Conſpira- 
de vors to Death, and placed his Son & Fo/rah upon the Throne, who was 
nd then a Child but eight Years old. 

: Vp This youthful Prince gave ſuch early Tokens of a pious Genius, that 
ple the Lord took him into his immediate Care, and He his Conduct from 
„be Example of his moſt pious Predeceſſors. This recommended him 
ter lull to the more immediate Providence of God, who inſpired him with 


* Garden. See 2 Kings 21: 18. Though will have to be the Prophet Heſea, which can- 
= bs Reign was the longeſt of any of the Kings not be. The Septuagint turn the Word Ho- 
n o Judah or Iſrael, and that his Captivity was tai by that of Seers, making it not a pro- 


l In a few Years after his Acceſſion to the per, hut common Name; from which Vata- 
1 Crown, vet we have very little ſaid of him %s rightly calls them Prophets: For fo was 
„ie n the Holy Scriptures after his Reſtauration; Samuel called, when Sul went to inquire of 
17 "ut are referred to the Book of the Sers for him. | | 

raters 


zu they are called Hozai, which the Jews Years before he was born. 1 Kings 13. 2. 
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of them to remain in Feruſalem. Then repairing the Altar of the Lord, 


lie former part of his Reign. Who theſe {I Tofhah; This was the King, who was 
ri were, is differently opined. In our Mar- propheſied of by Name above three huniired 


384 4 Conplen HIS T ORT 
latry. And to ſhew his Contempt of Bethel, where Jeroboam had fer u 


the falſe Prieſts, but ſeeing many Monuments of the Dead in the Mount. 


of God, that came from Judah, to declare againſt the Altar at Betty! 
through all the Cities of Samaria that were ſubject to the Crown of 7. 


had ſacrificed to Idols, he depoſed them from their ſacerdotal Office; vet 


ſhip of the Lord God of Mrael, the People ſhewed ſo much Indifference 
and Unwillingneſs in it, that he was forced to make uſe of his Royal Po- 


_ diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, had ordered the Temple at Fer:/alem to 


Book VI. 
Divine Graces ; for in the || eighth Year of his Reign, he not on 
deſtroyed the Idols and Altars of Baal, but the Altar at Bethel, and tha 
that were in the High Places, with all other Things that tended co Ids. 


one of the Calf-Idols, he ſent the Aſhes of the idolatrous Things, that he 
had burnt, thither. And, to be fatisfied in a thorough Purgation of the 
idolatrous Worſhip, he viſited Bethel in Perſon, where, after many Ex. 
preſſions of Zeal for the Service of the true God, he not only depoſed 


he ordered the Bones to be taken out of them and burnt upon one of the 
Altars. But by the Inſcription diſcovering the Monument of the * My; 


J 


he would not let his bones be removed. Joſiab carried this Reformation 
dab. And where-ever he found any Prieſts of the Levitical Order, that 


facrificed the falſe Prieſts upon their own Altars, and burnt their Bones | 
there. But all this while that the King was zealous in reviving the Wor- 


wer to compel them. So dangerous are ill Habits, and difficult to be 
ſhaken off. Of this the Prophet + Jeremy very much complain'd. 
This pious Prince having ſo happily carried on this Reformation in the 


be repaired and cleanſed of all the Remains of Idolatry ; and having lode- 
ed the Money, which the Officers, by his Command, had collected for 
this Work, in the Temple, whilſt H:/k:ahb the High-Prieſt was locking 
up the Money, he found the 8 Book of the Law, which being brought 
to the King, and read by Shaphan the Chancellor to him, he rent his Robes, 


| Eighth, See 2 Chron, 34. 2. | 
2 Man, Ce. See 1 Kings 13. 31. 2 Kings 
39. 12. % Kings 14; 11, + 
+ Feremy. See Chap. 3. 4, 5. 

& Book. This was the Book of Deuter gs 


| nemy, or rather the whole Pentateuch, 2 Chron- 


34. 14. which Mejrs, by the Command of 


God, had laid up in the Ark. Which Book 
having been ſo neglected by Manrafſeb and 
Amon, it Was look'd upon as an extraordinary 


Thing to find it in the Temple. For thoſe 


cern'd that he had been ignorant of it all this 


two impious Kings had burnt or fuppre's 
all the Holy Books they could meet wih. 
So that King Joſiab, as yet, had rot the Book | 
of the Law; for when Shaphan the Chance!- 
lor read it before the King, he was fo con- 


while, that in Grief he rent his Robes : Toe 
ſome are of Opinion, that his Grief procecd- Wl 
ed from the heavy Judgments proncurced 
therein againſt the Tranſgreſſors of i. 


and 
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t FHuldah, She was a Woman very much 
rverenced and eſteemed for her Age, Wiſ- 
don and Piety; as we read of other Women 
defore, viz. Deborah, Judg. 4. and Hannah 
the Mother of Samuel, I. 1. c 2. And there- 
fore there is no Ground for thinking it ſtrange, 
lat at a Time when there were Men Pro- 
pets, and ſo eminent as Jeremy and Zephany, 
king ih ſhould ſend his Miniflers to en- 
Quire at the Mouth of a Woman. Beſides, 


God in directing them to conſult a Woman 
en ſo tolemn and important an Occaſion, 
nieht do it, as a ſecret Reprehenfion for 


my the Prophet was then in being, and pro- 
Fietied, yet poſſibly be might be at ſome D\ſ- 
ance from Feruſalem ; (for as he obſerves, 
tha, 1. ve. 1. he dwelt at Anathoth, three 
es from Feruſalem) and beſides, as others 
dare, be might poſfibiy be ingaged in ad- 


wok VI. of the HOLY BIBLE. 

ind immediately commanded Hilkiab, and the Princes of the Kingdom, 
v go and inquire of the Lord for him and themſelves what they 
go, for fear God's Wrath ſhould be executed on them, for the Wicked- 
ik: of their Predeceſſors, that had fo flagrantly diſobeyed the Words of 
he Law. Upon which Hz/kah, attended with the great Miniſters, went 
to * Huldah the Propheteſs, the Wife of & Shallum, Keeper of the Ward- 
he. who dwelt in the | College in Jeruſalem: And having imparted 
heir Buſineſs to her, ſhe told them, That the Evils threatned in the Book 
of the Law would ſoon fall on the Houſe of Judah ; but for the King, 
beczuſe he had humbled Himſelf, when he heard the Judgments denoun- 
2d againſt the People, he ſhould die a King in Peace, and fee none of 
the Evils he intended to bring againſt Feruſalem, and the Inhabitants of it, 
With this Anſwer they return'd to the King, who thereupon aſſem- 
bled the People, and went with them to the Temple; where, when he 
hd diſtinctly read to them the Words of the Book of the Law, he en- 
red into a Covenant to obſerve all that was contained in it, and inga- 
ed all the People to ſtand to that Covenant. Then he kept the Paſ- 
over with ſuch State and Solemnity, as had never been obſerv'd from 
the Days of || Samuel to that Time. TE : 

Theſe Tranſactions, from the finding the Book of the Law, to the keep- 
nz the Paſſover, were in the eighteenth Year of 7o/;ab's Reign; from 


uot, Ferom, I. 2. contra Pelag. well obſerves, 


beit own want of Sanity ; for though Je- 


a... 
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ſhould 


moniſhing and inſtruQing Part of the other 
ten Tribes; ſo that the King, being impatient 
to know what to do to avert the Judgment 
threatned in the Book of the Law againft the 
Violaters of it (as they all at that Time were) 
took the ſpeedieſt Way, and, as it proved, the 
beſt, for Satisfaction in this Caſe. 

S Shallum, The Jets ſay, that this Shal- 


lum was the Uncle of Feremy's Father 


+ College, That is, in the Second City, near 
the ſecond Wall of the City {for in thoſe 
Days great Towns had three Walls) The 
Chaltee Paraphraſe calls this ſecond City, a 
Houſe of Learnipg, or School; and Vatablus 
ſays, it held the ſecond Place of Dignity next 
to the Temple, and in which the Prophets 


_ and Doctors lived; others, that it was a School 


of profane Learning, which is very likely at 
this Time, when there were no Books of 
the Law in Being, thit they knew of. 


Samuel. See 2 Chron, 435, 48; 


which 
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which Time to his one and thirtieth Year, which was his laſt, we haye 
no Account of him, but are referred to the Book of the Kings of Throe] 
and Fudab. The laſt Act of this King was his oppoſing Necho King of 


Egypt, who marching through Fofiab's Country 
Place belonging to the King of * Babylon, Fofiah immediately marches 


to attack Carchemiſ), | 


againſt him. The Egyptian King hearing this, ſent Ambaſſadors to de. 


fire him to deſiſt; for he declared he came not to invade his Teri 


tories, 


but to do himſelf Juſtice on the King of Babylon; aſſuring bim at the 


Ws fame Time, that what he did was by 
ab having ſo far advanced with his Army, would not || belicye the E. 


$ Inſtruction from God. But 2 


gyptian King, for he did not know that this was of the Lord, no other. 
"wiſe than as King Necho told him, whom, as an invading Enemy, he | 
thought he was not bound to believe: And therefore reſolving to drive 
him out, he diſguiſed himſelf, and in the Valley of Megiddo die up his 
Army to fight the Egyptian; who was not unprepared to receive him. The 
two Armies ingaged, and the Action grew ſo hot, that the Egv/7icn Ar- 
chers diſcovering Jgſab, notwithſtanding his Diſguiſe, ply'd that Quarter 
where he fought ſo warmly with their Arrows, that at laſt one prov'd 


the Meſſenger of Death to him. 


Fofiah finding himſelf wounded, bid his 
Charioteer drive him out of the Battle, who ſhifting 


Chariot, brought him to Jeruſalem, where he ſoon died, and was buried 
an the Sepulchre of his Fathers. The Death of this excellent Prince was 


Babylon. He is called King of ria, 2 Kings 


£23. 29, but that cannot be properly meant ſo; 


for at that Time Afyria was under Nabopol- 
laſar (who is called Nabuchodonoſar Senior) 
King of Babylon, who was King of Babylon 
and Aria too. Beſides, Aſarhaddon was the 
Son of Sennacherib, who reigned but ten Years 


after the Deſea: of his Army by the Angel 
in Zudea, the laſt King of Aſſyria, properly 


ſpeaking. So that it was againſt Nabopollaſar 
that Pharaoh Necho went, when King Fofiah 
oppos'd his P:fſage through the Country. 

$ 1xſtruflion, &c. Thie, as St. Jerom ſays; 
was by Word of Mouth to the King of E- 
gypt by Feremy the Prophet, and that Joſiab 
loſt his Life in that Action, for not obeying 
the Word of the Lord. Which is the more 
probable, in that the Lord had often by his 
Prophets admoniſh'd Kings that were Stran- 
Sers to the Law. | 


Believe. It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe (hat 
Necho King of Egypt being to pals with his 
Army through King Fofab's Country, Joh 
not underſtanding his Intent in this Expedi- 
tion, wight ſuſpect he had a Deben vpn 


him; and therefore went out with an Army | 
to ſtop him, being unwilling to ut a 
foreign Army in his Country. But it 18] 


plain, that by this unadvited and c 


Act of his, in going to fight with the King] 


of Egypt, without any other C2vic then hes 


own Suſpicion of that Prince's invad'nz in, 


though the Egyptian told him Had no Deſian 


N : th 
on him, and that what he did was Dy Y 
Advice of God, I ſay, this w. al „et of bis 


ſnortned his own Life, and dcp:ivec ba 
of the Benefit of that Parr of the divine 0, 


miſe by the Propheteſs Huldah, that he ſhould] 


go to bis Grave in Peace, 2 C97 34: 28, 


lamente 


o 


him into another | 
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! who, upon that Occaſion, compoſed the greateſt Part of that mourn- 
gol Song, Which..is called The Lamentations of Feremy ; wherein. he fore- 


mented by all his Subjects; but by none ſo much as the Prophet Ne- | 


* Zichary's. Who remembred it, by com- 
ring the Mourning, which he then prophe- 
fed ſhould in After-times be in Feruſalem, to 
bt Mourning of Hadadrimmon, in the Val- 
I of Meg idden, which was the Place where 
ab received his mortal Wound. 

\ Declared, See 2"Kings-23. 26, 27, From 


th 

. Unplained ſo grievouſly of the People, and 
by ounces the Judgments of the Lord againſt 
=o dem; even to the Deſtruction of their City, 


u their own” Captivity : As did Feremy in 
| ie four, tive, bx, fourteen, fifteen, ſixteen, 
teen, and twenty Chapters of this Pro- 

Re); and the Prophet Zephany in his. With 
Nums, LI. 


ice it is, that the Prophets of that Time 


told the Miſeries that would fall upon the People after the Death of 70 
fab, And in ſo great a Veneration was the Memory of this good King, 
that upon all mournful Occaſions afterwards the ſinging Men and Wo- 
men were obliged to commemorate the untimely Death of good King 
fab: Which laſted an hundred Years after, even to the Prophet * Ze- 
clarys Time. Though good King Fofah had indeavoured by his own 
pious Example, by "wholeſome Advice, preſſing Inſtances, Threats, and 
Force, to reclaim his People; yet the Lord, who well knew the obſti- 
nate Nature of them, before Fofab's'Death, & declar'd, he would remove 
udah out of his Sight, as he had done T/-ae/, (who was now in Capti- 
ity) and would reject the. City- of Feruſalem, Which he had formerly 
choſen, and the Temple in which he ſaid, His Name ſhould remain, 
Upon the Death of Fojah, his Son Fehoahaz was proclaimed and a- 
W rointed King; but his Reign was ſhort, laſting but three Months: For 
lie King of Egypt improving his Victory at Megiddo, depoſed Fehoahaz, 
md ſet up Eliatim, Fehoahaz's elder Brother, changing his Name to 
Jelaiakim. Then making the Crown of ' Judah tributary to Egypt, he 
ſbliged the Country to pay him a hundred Talents of Silver, and one 
« Gold; which Money Fehoiakim raiſed by a general Tax upon the 
Land, rating every Man according to his . Ability. N ok 
Jeboahaz being depoſed, the King of Egypt loaded him with Irons, 
ad left him at Riblab, a City of Syria, whilſt he purſued his Expedi- 
ton againſt the || Afyrian, and afterwards, at his Return he took him 


whom may be joined the Prophet Hebakktut, 
who is ſuppoſed to have liv'd in the latter 


Part of 7o{ab's Reign, or under his Son's, a 
little before their - Captivity by the Chaldzons, 


which he toretoid, Hab. 1. from v. 5. to the 
. 


+ Ability. See 2 Kings 23. 35. It is very 
probable the Prophet eremy had regard to 


this Taxation, when in his mournful Com- 
plaint he ſaid of Feruſalem, She that tons great 
among the Nations, and Princess among the Pro- 


vintes how is ſhe become tributary? Lam. 1. 1: 


Arian. Or rather Babalonian, as we 
have obferved in our Note with tis“ mark, 
in the Page betore, S 


5 41 / along 


\ 
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-_ "along with him to Egypt, where he ſoon + died. And * now Thai 
Lim being placed on the Throne. of Judah by Pharaoh Nechs, King ct 
Egypt, inſtead of taking Warning by the manifeſt Judgments God has 
inflicted on his Predeceſſors, imitates them in the worſt of their wickeg 
Actions; notwithſtanding which, though he deſerv'd immediate Pugiſh. 
ment, God in Mercy, to reclaim him and his People, ſent his Servant, 


the Prophet Jeremy, to admoniſh and exhort them to Repentance, and 


+ Died This the Prophet Jeremy foretold, 
chap. 22. ver. 10. 11, 12, where he bids the 
King and People of Fudah, not to weep for 
the Dead, (meaning Fofrah) but for him that 
goeth away, for he ſhall return no more, nor 
fee his native Country, For, faid he, Thus 
faith the Lord concerning Shallum (which was 
the right Name of Jeboabaz, Fer. 22. 11.) 
the Son of Jofiah King of Judah, who reigned 
mnflead of Joſiah his Father, and who went 
forth out of this Place, he fhall not return hi- 

ther any more. | 

Now. The Prophet Nahum, the Elte- 
ſhite, (ſo called in the Title of his Prophecy, 
either becauſe he was of the Town of El- 
keſha, in the Tribe of Judah, as is the Opi- 
nion of St. Ferom. or that it was the Name 
of his Family) is ſuppoſed to have lived and 
prophefied about this Time. It is certain be 

_ propheſied after the Captivity of the ten Tribes, 
and before that of Jadab; which laſt he fore- 
told in his firſt Chapter, and the Deſtruction 
of Nineveh in thole that follow. 
the particular Time in which he lived there 
are various Opinions: The Jetos place him 
in Manaſſeh's Reign; the Notes on our Bible 
in fixteen hundred, fet him before Manaſſeb, 
and about the T ime of Hezekiah ; St. Jerom 

places him under Hezekiah, about the Time 
that Sennacherib beſteged Fern/alem, After the 
ten Tribes were carried away captive. But 
Tremellius and Juntus refer him to the latter 
Part of Jeſab's Reign. Which ſeems the 
more likely, as being nearer to the Deſtruc- 


tion of Nineveh, and the Arian Monarchy, 


to which Nahbum's Prophecy did more parti- 
cularly relate. Nor did this Prophet only pro- 
phefy againſt Nineveh, dut the Prophet Zephany 
alſo, who began to Propheſy in the Days of 
Jeſiab King of Judab, Zeph. 1. 1. and pro- 


in the Bible they are not ranged 2ccurdirg tg 


Concerning 


phefied directly againſt H rid in general, an; 
of the Deſtrution of Nineveh in | 
Chap. 2. v. 13, Cc. | 

And now we are making mention of it 
Time of ſome Prophets, it ma; not de mig 
to inform the Reader in peneral of the Reza 
of the Prophets Writings being placed for 


particular, 


Order of Time, wherein they delver'd im, 
This is ſuppoſed to have happened through the) 
Negiigence of the Prieſts in thoſe Days, vhg 
had the Charge of Regiftring and keep'ny them, 
For the Manner was, when any Prophet ad 
Written a Prophecy, he cauſed it to be {xc 
to the Gate of the Temple, where it r-maired 
for certain Days, that all might read and date 
Notice of it. And after it had ſtood there the 
appointed Time, the Priefts took it into the] 
Temple to record it in a Book ; but for vant 
of due Care to enter them in Courſe, a5 they 
were Written, they left them in that diode“ 
Manner, in which we now have ther. But 
beſides that, it muſt be conſidet'd, tal de, 
of the Prophets, eſpecially Jeremy, £11 
and Daniel, wrote in very troubleſome 1 175 
Ezekiel and Daniel, when in Captivity at 64: 
bylen, and Feremy, when all Things both 
Cburch and State were in the greatelt $077 
fuſion and Diforder at Jeruſalem : 51:9 © 58 
Copy of his Book was deſtroyed by "i 94 
hoialim, Jer. 36. 23. So that it is not tv 83 
wondered at, that they are fo in placed 9 
rather ought thankfully to be admired, bat i | 
have them at all, The Account of Te 'Y 
ſo, and Computation of Years, wie'®! ſom 
chief Actions were tranſated,and mer tion oY 
the Prophets, are ſo differently feats 
is difficult, and, ſometimes, ſ{carce!y pollible 109 
reduce them to a Certainly. 


Fi 
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fare them, that if they perſiſted in their wicked Way of Living, he 
world make the Temple like the Houſe of § Sbilob, and the City of 
ſeruſalem a * Curſe to all Nations. This ſo inraged the Prieſts and falſe 
Prophets, that they cauſed the People to 5 ſeize Jeremy, and brought 
tm before the Princes of Judab in the Temple, who were fo far from 
ronouncing the Sentence of Death againſt him, as the Prieſts and falſe 
Prophets had done already, that they unanimouſly acquitted him, ſay- 
ng, This Man is not worthy of Death, for he hath ſpoken to us 
« jn the Name of the Lord our God.” And to confirm this their 
ſudgment, they urged as a Precedent, the Prophet Micab, his propheſy- 
ng the Deſtruction of Feruſalem before King Hezekiab with Impunity. 
To ballance which, they urged a later Precedent of one jah, a Pro- 
bet of the Lord, who for propheſying againſt the City and whole Land 
10 was by King Feboakim put to Death. But it pleaſed God to raiſe up 
„een a powerful Friend in the Perſon of Abiham, one of the King's 
oY Counfellors, who protected him from the Malice of the Priefts, and Rage 
cl the People. He being thus fecured by this good Man Ahikam, went on 
more boldly in the Work of the Lord. _ b 
* Soon after Fehoiakim was made King, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Ba- 
ae e and Aſyria, to revenge the late Expedition of Pharaoh Necho, King 
of Egypt, againſt Cherchamiſh, having gather'd a great Army, attacked 
dhe King of Egypt there, and routed him, taking from him all the Coun- 
res BW try that lies between the River f Euphrates and the Nile. After which 
he made an eaſy Conqueſt of Judah ; for he beſieged Jerufalem, and took 
„. and carried the King and Part of the Veſſels of the "Temple to Bavy- 
. Where after he had continued a Priſoner for ſome Time, he || re- 
„bord him te his Crown, on Condition that he ſhould become a Tributary 


I ih. The Place where the Ark bad a= Aiſpacl, and Azariah, (who: were Shadrach,. 
„b bode more than three hundred Years; yet he Heſbach, and Abednegs). were carried to Baby- 
1 had given it up to utter Deſtruction. lm, Dan. 1 6. For Daniel. Chap. 1. v. 1. 

l * Curſes, Or rather a Pattern for Curling, 


eie. See 


Jeremy 26. 8, 
Fuphratei. 


See 2 Kings 24. 7. 


i0 the Holy Scripture, yet ſome Paſlopes give 
3 Hint that Way: And as it is the common 
Opinion, fo it may ſomewhat help to make 


Room for the Prophecies that belong to it, 
wich are many, for he reigned eleven Years. 
Atthis Time, and alſo with him, it is thought, 
nt with great Reaſon, that the Prophet Da- 
We, with his three Companions, Hanan, 


| Refored, This is not expreſly mentioned 


Wt the Time of his Reign, and give more 


fays, when Netuchadarzzar took Febnakim, 
and the Veſſels of the Temple, he ſpike unto 
Ajhpena%, the Maſter of the Eunuche, that he 
ſhould bring with him to Babylon ſome of the 
Children of Iſrael, of the Seed of the King, 
and of the Princes, ſuch as were well favour- 
ed, and without Blemiſh, of good Parts, and 
well educated ; that being inſtrutted in ihe 
Language and Learning of the Chaldeans, they 
might be fit to ſerve the King in his Palace: 
And that the Eunuch thereupon made Choice 
of them four, Dan 1, 3; 4, 6. 


10 
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tg him. In the fourth Year of his Reign Feremy. deliver'd another Met 


Resbab, who. came from Jethro, or Halab, 4 Shut up. It is uncertain What che“ 


Book vl 


ſage from the Lord to the Inhabitants of Judab and Feruſalem . in which | 
he poſitiyely told them, that ſince no Admonitions and Warning, wa his 
ſerve them, the Lord would bring Nebuchadne zar his 4 Servant with In 
all the Northern Nations that were ſubject to him, againſt the Land gf in 
Fudab and City of Feruſalem, and would make them ſerve the King F wl 
Babylon * ſeventy Years. Yet to let them ſee he would not even then and 
give them quite up, he told them that at the Expiration of the ſ:yen;, Ki 
Years he would puniſh the Aſyrians and Chaldeans, and all the other Nur 
tions that had afflicted them, for their Iniquities. ſen 
And now Jehoiakim having. continued three Years in Subjection to Ny. it: 
buchadnezzar, in the fourth .refuſed any longer Submiſſion to him ol 
Upon which Nebuchadnezzar ordered him to be attacked by ſome Ca Int 
dean Troops, joined by the Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites, This 0 
War laſted ſome Time, during which God frequently admonithed Je to 
Hoiaꝶim and his People to return to their Duty. The firſt of which was th 
this: The Approach of Nebuchadnezzar's. Army having frighted the g N 
chabites from their Habitation, they fled to Feruſalem for Safety. The pr 
Lord intending by theſe to convince and reprove Feboiabim and the Few; on 
he bid Jeremy the Prophet bring them into an Apartment in the Tem- Ci 
ple, and to offer them Wine; which they refuſed, alledging that it was WW 
.contrary to their Inſtitution, which they had hitherto religiouſly obſerved. Wl 
The Prophet commended their Obedience, and promiſed them a Re- Ot 
ward from God.; and turning it upon the Jeus, he reproached them, 
who were the peculiar People of the Lord, for being leſs obedient than WI © 
the poor Rechabites, who were not of the Stock of T/ae!. But thi: Wi © 
Method not having the intended Effect, the Lord commanded er: WI .. 
to make a Book, and write in it all the Prophecies which the Lord had 10 
given him againſt Mae and Judah, from his firſt Beginning to prophe- (hy 
ſy, to ſee if the eus, upon hearing all the Judgments ſummed up to- . 
gether againſt them for their Diſobedience, would return to their Duty, wh 
| that he might forgive them. In order to this Feremy imploy'd Beru Bl '* 


his Amanuenſis, to write what he ſhould dictate to him; and when it was 


finiſhed, the Prophet bid Baruch take it, and, becauſe he was | {hut 15 f 
8 * | | | that 0 

ze 4 de 

+ Servant, See Jeremy 15. 9. dhe Kenite, and by the Inſtituton of 7-777 BN © 
-* Seventy, See Ibid, v. 11: their Founder were obliged to build no i: des, I 


+S Rechabites. They were the Poſterity of but to dwell in Tents, and to drink 79 me 
phet 
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. that he might not enter into the Houſe of the Lord, to go and read 
6 t to the People in the Temple upon the || Faſt-Day. Baruch purſues 
d his Inſtructions, and going to the Temple, read what he had written 
h in the Book. This was done in Gemariab's Apartment, and afterwards 
N in the Secretary's Office, before all the Princes; who being ſatisfied that 


what Baruch read was the Prophet Feremy's inditing, they adviſed him 
and Baruch to withdraw to ſome Place of Security, till they knew the 

King's Pleaſure conerning the Book: Which they ſecured in the Secre- 
 tay's Office, went and told the King what they had heard. Upon which 


A 
— 


— = 


1 FE 2. . a 

ſending Fehudi, one of his Attendants, for it, he commanded him to read 
A : But he had not gone far in it, when the King, impatient at the Judg- 
0 ments that threaten'd him, took the Book out of his Hand, and cut it 
L into Pieces, and notwithſtanding the Importunity of ſome of the firſt 
8 Quality about him, he threw it into the Fire, where it was burnt, And 
X to ſhew his want of Penitence, he diſpatch'd away Ofhcers to apprehend 
7 the Prophet Jeremy, and his Amanuenſis, Baruch; but Providence had 
8 ſecured them. This wilful Act of Jehoialim, in burning the Roll, fo 
he provoked the Lord, that he commanded the Prophet to provide another, 
„ and write the ſame Words in it that were in the firſt, with this Ad- 
. dition, That Fehazakim ſhould have none to fit on the Throne of David, 
„ad his dead Body ſhould be caſt out, in the Day to the Heat, and in 
4 the Night to the Froſt, and that he would bring upon the Inhabitants 
1 of Judab all the Evils pronounced againſt them. And to let him ſee 
. that God was in earneſt, he permitted this obſtinate Prince to fall into 
de Hand of Nebuchadnezzar, who put him in Irons, intending to have 
\.. Wl cd him to Babylon, if he had not died on the Way. 
1 | | | 
8 det meant here in Jeremy 36. ver. 5. by Prieſts had excommunicated him, and there- 

aying, He was ſhut up. Some ſay he was fore he might not go. But that, in all Like- 
le- hut up in Priſon by the Malice of the Prieſts, lihood, he would have leſs regarded, for the 
0- Wo, no doubt, were malicious enough to do fame Reaſon. The third is, That God, to 
by lv: But the contrary appears from Verſe 19. provide for the Safety of his Prophet, and to 
7 Mere the Princes adviſed him and Baruch to puniſh the People, would not let him go a- 
10 "Ce ibemſclves,#er. 26. Tremellius and Junius mong them. This of the three ſeems ihe 
Vas pole three ways of his being fhu tup, and leave moſt probabie, and ſo his being ſhut up was 
ip * ae which of the three we like beſt. by a Reſtraint in his Spirit or Mind. 
vb it :{t is, That the King had forbidden him Faſt Day. This, it ſeems, wes a Faſt of 
Bat „ko to the Temple to ſpeak to the Peo- their own appointing, as was uſual when they 
405 * Bar the Prophets of God did not uſe to feared War, or any great Plavue from God, 
p ahh ach Prohibitions of their prophetick as now they did by the Balyloniaus. 
= Witz. The ſecond is, That the Chief 5 
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Wl Io Jeboiatim ſucceeded his Son “ Fehoiakin, a Youth of ab, 
teen Years of Age: Who treading in the Steps of his wicked Fat 
Lord ſent him his Doom by the Prophet + Jeremy, which was 
ecuted upon him; for in the fourth Month of his Reign 
Zar having conceived ſome ill Suſpicion of this young Prince, wi: , vi 
ouſly inclined, came and beſieged Jeruſalem in Perſon, at ti. Hd, 
powerful Army. TFeboiakin finding himſelf too weak to defend the Plc. 
ſurrender'd himſelf, his Mother, his Princes Officers, and Servant 0 the 
King of Babylon, who carried them all away Priſoners, taking with them| 
all the Treaſure of the Temple and the Royal Palace, and all the yi 
Artificers; leaving none but the pooreſt Sort of People behind. 
The Conqueror having thus diſpoſed of the Captives, above teven thy. 
ſand in Number, ſubſtituted to Fehozakin his Uncle Mattaniah, the thiri 
Son of good King Jeſab, whole Name he changed to Zede};al, why 
though he had ſeen the Ruin of his two Brothers, Fehoahaz and Fg. 
kim, and of his Nephew TFehoiakn, yet perſiſting in their wicked Was, 
God ſent the Prophet Jeremy to admoniſh him, who related to him the 
§ Vihon of the two Baſkets of Figs, the one good, and the other naugll. 
By the firſt repreſenting the © Captivity of thoſe that were in Bab, 
which being limited to a Time, was for the good of their Poſtcrity: 
The latter the Condition of Zedekiah, and thoſe that remained in thc 
Land of Judah, all which the Lord threaten'd to deliver up to their 
Enemies, and make them a Reproach and Curſe in all Places; adding, 
that the Lord would ſend the Sword, Famine, and Peſtilencc, among 
them, till they were conſumed, ; 3 
In the Reign of Fehozakim, the Prophet Jeremy, by God“ Con- 
mand, had made Bonds and Yokes, and put them upon his Neck in Lag 
ken of Bondage, with which the Lord had threatned Judah, and other 
Nations; and now he was commanded to ſend the Bonds and Yu: 0 
the Kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Zidon, to let them Know! 
 ®Peborakin. In 1 Chron. 3. 16. he is fed that his Father had created him Paret 
calle! 7echoniah. In 2 Chron. 36. v. 9. he is in the Kingdom at eight Years of Ape, ; 
ſaid to be but eight Vears old when he began to of Jealouſy, that if he (Fehoiatim}) ins fd 
' reign, and in 2 Kings 24. 8. he is faid to be and leave his Son young, his Brother Av 
eighteen. The latter is the moſt reaſonable might take the Advantage of his Chilat000 
to ſuppoſe, becauſe of the Meſſage which God and put him by the Crown. | | 
ſent to him by the Prophet Jeremy, which he + Jeremy. See Chop. 22. ver. 74 
would ſcatce have done to a Child of eight Years Vision. See Jeremy 24. 1, C. 


old. And as to the Book of Chronicles ſay- I Jeremy. See Chap. 27. v. 2. 
ing he was eight Years old, it muſt be ſuppo» 
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wot VI. of the HOLY BIBLE 393 
d God had given their Countries to-Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, 
ji. Servant, and to warn them of their Idolatry, and to ſubmit to him. 
by: to Zedekiab, King of Judah, the Prophet went in Perſon, and ad- 
died hin to ſubmit to the King of Babylon, and not to believe the falſe 
Prophets, who Qfatter'd him with hopes of Fudah's recovering her former 
date, and foretold the Deſtruction of Babylon. Among theſe was Hana- 
11g}, who gave Jeremy much Trouble: However, when the Lord com- 


be Opportunity of Zedetiab's ſending an Ambaſſy to Babylon, he ſent 
Letter to the Captive Prieſts and People, to admonith them, that their 


hit that God would ſeverely judge thoſe that were left at Jeruſalem, 


werds deliver them up to their Enemies, to be a Reproach and Curſe a- 
mong all Nations. Upon the Receipt of this Letter, one Shemaiab, a po- 


to Zeplaniab, who was next in Place to Serajah the High-P rieſt at Je- 
r/alem, and to the reſt of the Prieits there, repreſenting Jeremy as a 
Madman, and a Prophet of his own making, and adviſing them to con- 


by God to ſend again to the Captives of Babylon, to let them know that 
the Lord would puniſh Sh-marah and his Poſterity, becauſe he had pro- 
pheſted falſly to them. And to warn them that ſtill remain'd at Feruſa- 
, God bid Feremy ſhew them by the Emblem of the Porter's Bottle, 
dat it was in his Power to deſtroy the Deſpiſers of his Word, But not- 
withſtanding this, and the Threats of the Lord by his Prophets, they deſ- 


mulng him with Words and Blows, and putting him into the Stocks. 
About this Time was Ezekiel called to the Office of a Prophet, 
ad made to ſee the Viſions of God. He having been inſtructed and in- 


him, propheſied the fame Things at Babylon, that Jeremy did at Feruſa- 
n; which confirming Jeremy's Prophecies, was a great Comfort to him. 
Thus did theſe two great Prophets vitit the People with ſeveral Warnings, 
dum them. But they {till perfiſting in their Obſtinacy and Diſobedience, 


, Emblem, See Jeremy 18. 
KReſolve. See Jeremy 18. 12, 18. 


ended him, he readily went on his Prophetick Miniſtry, And taking 


Captivity was for their Good, and that their Poſterity ſhould return; 


boch King and People, with Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine, and after- 


rular Man among the captive Jeus at Babylon, took upon him to write 


ne him. Jeremy hearing this Letter of Shematah read, is commanded 


perately d reſolve to go on in their own Ways, and plot againſt Feremy, 


couraged in the Service of God, by the glorions + Diſcoveries made to 


p * 2 g *, 
n 28 2 to 4 bo 6's 
ont I Yonge Web rn. nn a” ack; — 9 * 
; 1 — Nr Bas 


dcavouring, by very ſignificant Emblems, and direct Prophecies, to re- 


we. 
Y r = _— 
we — 


Servant. See Jeremy 27. 6. Ezeliel. He was a Prieſt, and carried 
to Babyl among the Captives of Jeheiatiu. 
+ Di/coveries, See Exetiel 1. 2, 3 4, 5, 8. 
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39d. —4Complat HISTORY 
God brought upon them thoſe Judgments he had {6:often b 


Book YI 
y hisP 
threaten'd, and which -Zedekiab's Impiety haſtened : For mn 
the ninth Vear of his Reign, from Nebuchadnezzar, who had made hin 
King, provoked. the haughty Babyloniſp Monarch to march with à ,,6 
| Army, and-befiege Teruſalem. W here We Will leave the Tews , and look 


| back a little to an Action which happen'd in another Part of the Kingdom 


of Tudah, wherein n ow'd its Deliverance to the Policy and Con- 
A 
Nebuchadneg zur, Kine of Babylon and Nineveh, having defeated nd 
taken Arphaxad, King of the Medes, propoſed to himſelf to fubdue the 
Nations of Aa to the Weſtward : On which Expedition he ent his 
General Holgfernes with a mighty Army, who, ſpreading Terror in a 
Parts, made himſelf Maſter of Meſopotamia, Syria, Libya, and Ciliciy 


which voluntarily ſubmitted to him. After theſe Conqueſts he tury's 


_ Hiſtory, though the former have not 
it among their Canonical Books. The Au- 
thor is not certainly known ; but it is very 
_ probable that it was compoſed during the Cap- 
„ tivity, becauſe it was written in the Chaldgick 


+ Judith. Some modern Criticks have in- 
dcaveur'd to make this Hiſtory of Fudith paſs 


for an Allegory ; but it has nothing of the Air 


of a Fiction or Parable. For both Jetos and 
ancient Chri/tians looked upon it as 9 by 
Mced 


Tongue. The Original, from which were 
made the Greek Veiſions, quoted by the Fa- 


thers, and the Latin done by St. Jerom, are 


loſt. As to the Time, it is moſt certain that 
it was before the Burning of Feruſalem and 


the Temple, and aſter the Captivity in Fe- 
hoiakim's Days; which appears from Judg. 
4. 3. where it is ſaid, They were new:y returns 
ei from the Captivity, which muſt be that in 


Jehoiatim's Time, for that in Zedetrah's con- 
tinued ſeyenty Years, before which Nebuchad- 
nexzar, King of Babyon, had fubdved A4r- 


phaxad, King of the Medes, and demoliſhed 
'Erhatane. This Arphaxad, in all Likelihood, 


was Phraartes, or Aphraartes, who, as Hero- 
Aotus tells us, was defeated by the A/prians 
(who were then ſubject to the King of Ba- 
vyln) and periſhed with his Army. Which 
agrees with what is ſaid in the firit Chapter 
of Tudyb, that Arphaxad was overcome by 


Nebuchadnezzar, who return'd to Nin, | 


which was the Capital of the Kingdom 
Aſjyria. But to come more preciſely to the Tine 


of Holefernes, King Nebuchadiien<ar's Geyes 


ral, in the ſecond Chapter of Fudith it; 
poſitively ſaid, that Azgbuchadrotzar put he 
Genera! on this Expedition in the fit Mont! 


of the eighteenth Year of his Reign, which 


was the ninth Year ot Zedeſiab, King of Jy. 


dab; ſo that the Defeat of Holgfer ne: and the 


Siege of Fernſalzm bappen'd in the me Yer, 


though it muſt be ſuppoſed that the Exped. 
tion againſt Bethulia was in the Beginning of | 
the Year, and the Siege at the End oft; 
for we read in the fifteenth of 7th, that! 
Foakim the Prieft, with the Eldets, came from 
Feruſalem to ſalute Judith, and Nie return'd ] 
to Jeruſalem with them to give Thani: M 


which could not be in the "Time of a Sege. 


As for the Bethulians injoying Peace dating | 
Fulith's Life, it may be ſuppoſed that Ne- 
buchadnezzar being impioyed two Years in tte 
Siege of Jeruſalem, might ſpend ſone Ves 
in reducing other Parts of the County; and? 
Bethutia being a Place naturally ſtrong, 8 
tuated in the Mountainous Part of the Ccuf- 
try, was unwilling to foil his Army betete 
it or make any Attempt on it, u he had 


ſubdued the feſt. 8 


* 
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hook VI. of the HOLY BIBLE 395 
ws Arms to the Country of Edom, where he found as little Reſiſtance. 
The raelttes taking the Alarm, gathered what Forees they had, poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Mountains, and fortified their Towns. Holofernes, ſur- 
priz' d that they ſhould think of oppoſing his Army, inquir'd of the Moabites 
ind Ammonites what Strength that People had, and what Motive could 
nauce them to ſtand out. Achior, Chief of the Ammonites, in few 
Words told him the Hiſtory of that Nation, and having informed him 
how they had been ſometimes protected, and-ſometimes abandon'd.by-their 
God, concluded, that if they had offended their God, he would deliver 
them into his Hands; but if they had. not, their God would defend them, 
and all his Army would not be able to ſubdue them. Tlolofonnes hear- 
ne this Account, with great Indignation cauſed Achior to be ſent into 
Betbulia, which he beſieged, intending to deſtroy him when it was taken. 
The Inhabitants of Bethulia ſeeing the Number of the Enemy, began to 
be frighted, and were ſo preſſing with Ozias the Governor of the Place, 
that to quiet them, he promiſed to ſurrender the 'Fown, if in five Days 
they were not relieved. But that which prefled them moſt was the Want 
of Water, for otherwiſe the Town, by Reaſon of its high Situation, was 
nccefſible, This Want of Water wes occaſioned by the Advice of 
the Idumeans and others, whom Holofernes had ſubdued, who told him, 
| there was no Way of reducing the Place, but by cutting off the Water at 


15 purſued, which made Oz7as the Governor, in Deſpair, promiſe the 
feople he would hold out no longer than five Days. 

At that Time there dwelt in Bethwlra a Woman named Judith, as 
eminent for Virtue and Piety as for the great Wealth and Poſſeſſions her 
Huſband had left her. She hearing what the Governor had done to 
quiet the People, ſent for him and the leading Men of the City, and in 
their Preſence chid him for it, telling them all, that God by her would 
ind out an Expedient to deliver them ; but injoined them not to inquire 


elt her, wiſhing her good Succeſs. Judith was ſenſible of the Charms 
ak her Beauty, for ſhe was very handſome, and with thele-the propoſed 
b captivate and betray the pron& General. Having therefore addreſſed 
her ſelf in Religion to God, ſhe adds all the Imbelliſhments of Art and 


FS IJ 


tte Allyrian Camp. Being come to the Out-guard, ſhe was ſtopp'd, and 
ak'd Who, and Whence the was. She told them ſhe was a Hebrero that 
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the Foot of the Mountain, which fupplied them. This Advice Holgfer- 


into her Project, for ſhe declar'd ſhe would not tell them. Upon this they 


Dreſs, and attended only with Her Maid, makes the beſt-of her Way to | 
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drew his Scimiter, and at two Strokes cut off his Head, which ſhe 1mmc-| 
diately gave to her Maid. The Maid gut up the Head in the Bag in wich 
ſhe carried their Proviſions, and away Wey haſted towards the Mun 
of Bethulia, 
the. Watch to open the Gates, and beg. admitted, the Governor and 


praying therefore to God to ſtrengthen her in the Performance ©! it, ihe 
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398 4 Compleat H/ 5 To R 1 Bock vial 
had Aled from: her Countrymen for Protection, becauſe ſhe was ſen fle th Pe 
her Fate was near. Her Dreſs and Beauty commanded Ref rs and th 1 wi 
. Immediately provided a Chariot for her and her Maid, and « Gra of ( 
hundred choice Men to conduct her to the General's Tent. Where bein im 
arrived, and waiting without the Tent till the General was ready to receive i 
her, the. Officers and. Soldiers with much Pleaſure ſurvey'd . acmir'd B. 
| her Beauty, Being introduced, Holofernes met her at the Tent-Door, Tl 
and ſeating himſelf under a rich Canopy of State, he aſſured her of H 
Protection, and defired an Account of the Cauſe of her Coming, Alte im 
due Reſpect paid to the Preſence of ſo great a Perſon, ſhe told him as ſhe th 
had done the Out-guard ; and addreſſed DEE ſelf fo artfully to him in Tl 
Words that admitted a double Meaning, * as, That the Lid 500 ſo 0] 
her to work a Thing with him, that ſhould make the World 10 5 G11d2y aber ne 
they ſhould come to hear it] that he became inamour'd with her Wit und at 
Beauty. Holofernes fondly concluding that the God of the TI .; MM *! 
angry with them, which he, through Miſtake, imagin'd the Cauſe of M 
Judith s quitting them, gave her Leave to go and come whither, and la 
when ſhe pleaſed, without Controul. Judith was a ſtrict Ob{crvcr WM f 
the Ceremonies of her Religion; and to prevent any Pollution of catin; Wl © 
with the Afyrians, when Holofernes preſſed her to eat as he did, m 
declined it, "telling him, that ſhe had brought enough to ſerve her t l = 
ſhe had finiſhed what ſhe came about. Thus the continued three Ds MW © 
in the Afyrian Camp, and on the fourth Day Hoelofernes invited he & 
an Entertainment, where ſhe drank of his Wine, but eat only what fh le 
had ordered her Maid to provide. The General was ſo well pleaſed with {| 
her Converſation, that he drank very liberally, and propoſed i» injvy WM 
the beautiful Stranger that Night; but he grew ſo intoxicated with Wine WW 
and her Beauty, that he fell upon his Bed faſt aſleep. Upon which Bags 4 
.as, the General's Eunuch, diſmſs'dall the Company, except Judith, and] 0 
then himſelf withdrew. Now was Fuditb's Project ripe for Execution; g 1 


approached the Bed, and finding his Senſes quite lock'd up with Wine, he 


When they were come. within Hearing, Judith called to 


Ai, See Fudith 11. 16, | 
ooplel 


people from all Quarters of the Town came thronging to ſee her; upon 
yhich ſhe ſhewed them Holgfernes's Head, afluring them, that though 
he had inſnared him with her Beauty, yet he had committed nothing 


the ſudden Death of Holofernes would put the Aſyrian Army, adviſed the 


They had great Reaſon to obſerve her Inſtructions, whoſe Conduct had fo 
fir put them in the Way for their Deliverance. The Beſieged therefore 


the Head of Holofernes to be hung upon the Wall in Sight of the Enemy. 
The Bethulians appearing in the Paſſes of the Mountains, the Enemy's 
Out-guards gave Notice to their Officers, and the Officers ſent to the Ge- 


to his great Amazement and Surprize, he faw the headleſs Body of his 
Maſter wallowing in his Blood; miſſing Judith, who he thought had 
hin with Holgfernes that Night, he went to her Tent ; but not finding 
her there, he ſtraightway concluded who was the Author of this Miſ- 
chief and Diſgrace to the Afyrians, This Misfortune ſoon diſperſed thro' 


for himſelf, flying over the Campaign and Mountains in the greateſt 
Confuſion and Diſorder, The Bethu/rans took the Advantage of this, and 
attacked them in ſmall Parties from ſeveral Quarters, as did likewiſe all the 
neighbouring People, who, as well as thoſe of Bethulia, inriched them- 
kives vaſtly with the Booty. After this Joakim came to Bethulia, attended 
with the chief Men of 1/rae/, and having faluted Judith, and compli- 
mented her for her glorious Conduct and Policy, ſhe returned with them 
tb Ferilſalem, where they all gave publick Thanks, and offered Burnt- 
Offerings; but Judith's Offering was the Plunder of Holgfernes's Tent, 
wich all his Equipage, with which the Soldiers had preſented her. After 
this the returned to Bethulia, and died in a good old Age, being a hundred 
nd ave Years old. Return we now to the Siege of Jeruſalem. 

The Jeus being cloſely beſieged, the Prophet Jeremy frequently ap- 
lied to the King, telling him his own, and the Fate of the City ; which 
aſt ſo affected Zedetiab, that he and his People, to ſhew ſome To- 
en of Reformation, agreed to proclaim a Manumiſſion or Liberty to 
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mmodeſt with her. Judith well knowing the Conſternation into which 


Bethulians to take the Advantage of it, and arm to purſue and kill them. 


immediately ran to Arms, and to incourage them, Judith had ordered 


neral ; upon which Bagoas, his Eunuch, went to the Tent, and knocked 
it the Door, but having no Anſwer, he opened it, and went in, where, 


the Camp, and put them in ſuch a Fright, that every one began to ſhift | 


Herero Servants of either Sex, which they ratified by the ancient 0 
: Uiual! 
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King of Egypt, to the Relief of Feruſalem, the & Cha 


ticularly that it ſhould be taken by the King. of Babylon, and that theyl 
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| Book VI 
uſual Sodlemnity of * dividing a Calf into two Parts, and paſſing beter 
them. But this they foon retracted; for upon the coming of + 27% 
ldeans raiſed the 
Siege of Feruſalem, and went to fight the Egyptians ; and the People gf 
Jeruſalem, that had made the Proclamation of Liberty, thinking that No. 
.-buchadnezzar's Army fled for fear of the Egyptian Army, made the Vers 
vants return every one to his reſpective Duty and Service, This Press. 
rication ſo incenſed the Lord, that the repeats his former Judgment gt 
Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence, by his Servant Feremy. Upon which 
ſoon after Zedekiah ſent Jehucal and Zephaniah the Prieſt, to the Prophe 
Jeremy, to defire him to pray to the Lord for them. But he return 
Anſwer, That they were miſtaken to think the Chaldeans gone, und tn.” 
poſing that the "Chakdeans ſhould be worſted, fo that none but wor: i 
Men ſhould be left, yet they ſhould fire the City, 5 
After this, the Prophet ſeeing the Siege raiſed for the preſent, thong 
to take this Opportunity of the Gates being open, and go into the Coun. 
try; but being ſtopped by the Guards, was ſeiz'd as a Deſerter and cir- 
ried befere the Princes, who were in ſuch a Rage, that they fell en 


- 


TINA 


him, beat him, and committed him to Priſon. From whence he ws, 


by the King's Order, releaſed, and brought to his Houſe, Where bctvcen 
themſelves, the King aſked him if he had any Word from the Lord con- 
cerning him. Yes replied Jeremy, tor thou ſhalt be delivered into the 
Hands of*the King of Babylon. Then expoſtulating with the King the 


Hardſhip of his Caſe, Who, for telling the Truth in the Siege of the City, 


and other Things, was -puniſh'd and confin'd, and the falſe Prophet: cl. 
cuſed, deſired the King to put him in a more commodious Priton, and 
he was removed, and better Care taken of him ſo long as any Proviſion] 
Was left. | 5 „„ 5 1 

The good old Prophet, though in Priſon, ſpoke what the Lord com- 
manded him; and all that he ſaid being a conſtant Denunciation of the 
Heavy Judgments of God againſt the City and People of Feru/7/cm, j1i-1 


: 


Ahould:languiſh under thoſe three Plagues, Famine, Peſtilence and >wo: z 


— 


Dividing. Jeremy 34. g- which im- + Hepbra. He is called ſo by the Pro octy 


ported a Sort of Imprecation on themſelves, Feremy, c. 44. bv. 33. by Others 47", OY 
That they might be cut aſunder in Caſe they did Euſebius, Vaphres. | 

not obſerve and perform the Covenant into & Chaldeans. Fhey were Part © 19 
- wich they then entet'd. _chadnezzar's Army. 


2 & 1. * 
2 


2 
BH 
* 


if 


- » 
— 


— 8 


Judith cuts of Holo 


fernes head 7 
————— — 


— 


— 


—̃— — —— 2 


— — 


0 : 


NMR 


2 - 
— 
- 


* 


0 55 
; 1M „ ‚ 
' „ * * 7 / 
—_ * RY / ﬀf ? 
5 < — 70 
Br - . 1 
- 1 = aol / 4 / 
— ' | a = 9 1 
* \ == . . a Wy / 1 8 


7, 


* 1 


. P * 
21 5 4, 
wn 5 VA 
TO 


Wl 


um 


age 39 
WA 


— — — 
— — — — 
—̃ —— — — 
— — — — — 


a IT) 


— 


1 


— 


352 
— 05 
15 2 
iy 


i! 


— 
—— 9 


I. III 
LIED — = 


OY | 
Fl 
\ 


SN 


** . 
"RS 
% 


LY 
8 


— D 
«' ** 


222 — 


65 
- * 
A +, 2 


2.2 2 -. 
22 * — 


— a. — 
_ 
— 


_ 
a” 


II 
MR, 


i*'\ 1 : 
b 
9 o 
2 r 


— 
— FF + -—— a — — 
— — —  — —— — 


3 


= 


IN 
r i} 


= v0 „ «+ - 
e 
* — 


* — 
— 


„ 


came @ f pillar of f bed rohch 


& 


head E took donrn his fauchion from tence & [more trvice © 
upon his neck with all her might + /he tot lus head from him 


6:28 & after ſhe went forth gare his head to her maideg 
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the Princes were ſo inraged, that they went to the King, and remonſtra- 
ted to him that the Prophet ought to be put to Death, for he by thoſe 
Speeches diſcouraged the Soldiers and People. The King, in this Diſ- 
res, not daring to conteſt with his People, who, upon every little Oc- 
cation, were too apt to mutiny, bid them do what they leaked. Upon 
which they took the good old Man, and let him down by Cords into a 
naſty miry Dungeon, where he muſt inevitably have periſhed, had not God 
riſked him up a Friend in the Perſon of Ebedmelech, an Eunuch Black- 
moor, who interceeded with the King for him, and procured him to 
be brought back to his former Prifon. For this Courteſy, Jeremy aſſu- 
| red the charitable Moor, that when the City ſhould be taken he ſhould 
not fall by the Sword. And now the King having the Prophet near 
him again, he deſired him not to hide any Thing from him that he 
hould aſk. But the Prophet, who had been ill treated before for ſpeak- 
ing his Mind fo freely, began now to capitulate with him, and before he 
anſwered the King, he told him, That if he would *“ promiſe not to 
pit hin to Death, if what he ſhould report to him did not pleaſe him, 
and if he gave him good Advice, he would obſerve it, that he would 
freely anſwer him. To the firſt the King anſwered poſitively, that no 
body ſhould hurt him; and as to the ſecond he was filent. However, 
the Prophet ventur'd to adviie him to ſurrender to the King of Baby- 
In, with Aſſurance of good Quarter for himſelf and Family. The King 
ſcrupled at it, but the Prophet perſiſted ; and at breaking off the Diſcourle, 
the King obliged him to Secrecy, which for his own Sake he obſerved ; 
for if the Princes had known what had paſſed between him and the King, 
might have coſt the Prophet his Lite. he F: 
The Siege drawing near an End, the People, through the Scarcity of 
Proviſions, are reduced to extremity, being forced to rake the very Dung- 
nils for Food, and at laſt to feed on one & another. In this faid Con- 
dition the City was taken by Storm in the eleventh Year of Zedekrah's 
Reign, The Chaldeans having poſſeſſed themſelves of one Gate, King 
Ledeiab, with the few Forces he had left, indeavour'd to eſcape at a- 
other Gate; but the City being incloſed on every Side with the Enemy's 
\rmy, he had not gone far before he was taken, and the few that were 
with him diſperſed. The wretched King, thus taken, was carried to 
\buchadnezzar, who was then at Riblah, where, to add to his Miſery, 


* Promile, See Jeremy 28. 16, | 
> qingher, See Lament. 4. 4, 5, 10- and Ever. 5. 10. 
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414 4 Compleat HISTORY 
baue ſaw his Sons put to Death before his Face, and the Princes of Judah 
"ar TEM 


with the utmoſt Rage; for he threw down the Walls, burnt the Tem. 
deſerted during the Siege, were ſent Priſoners to Babylon; none but 2 


ther with he Prieſts and ſome Officers that uſed to attend the Service | 
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Book vl. 
-who had oppoſed his inclining to believe the Prophet eren vi 

VV 
to: be put out, and binding him in Fetters of Braſs, he carried N 
Triumph to Babylan, where he died in Priſon. The People being + 
to military Execution, the Enemy fell to plunder and deſtroy the Plice 
This Nebuzaradan, Captain of the King of Babylon's Guards, executed 


Sr 


ple and Royal Palace, and all the great Men's Houſes, and ſet the By 
of the City on fire, Thoſe that eſcaped the Sword, with them that had | 


few of the poorer Sort being left to till the Country. All the facreg 
Veſlels, Utenſils, and Treaſure of the Temple, were carried of to. 
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a: EFORE Nebugaradan had begun the dernoliſhing of 
the Place, the King of Babylon having underſtood what 
Pains the Prophet Feremy had taken to incline the King of 
ay Judah and his Princes to a timely Surrender, and what 
o&s Hardſhips he had ſuffered for ſo doing, gave a ſtrict * 
Charge to Ne#uzaradan to have a ſpecial Regard to him, 
and to grant him whatever he ſhould defire. But in the Heat of the Ac- 
ton he had neglected to inquire after him, and they that had the Charge 
of tranſporting the Captives, had carried him away among the reſt as far 
s Remah, Upon which Nezuzaradan ſent for him Back, and gave him 
ls Liberty. Jeremy underſtanding by Nebuzaradan, that the King of 
Babylon had made Gedaliab Governour of the Land, he went to him, 
by Nebuzaradan's Advice, and dwelt with him at M:zpah, as did feveral 
of King Zedetiab's Officers Who upon the taking of the City had fled, 
and were diſperſed about the Country, Among theſe were Iſhmael, who 
was of the Royal Blood, and Fobanan and Fonathan, two Brothers, and 


* Charge, See Jeremy 39. 40. 
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other principal Men. All which Gedaliab took into his Protection, on 
Condition they would be ſubject to the King of Babylon, giving them ſeaue 
to ſettle in what Towns they pleaſed, and furniſh themſelves with Win. 
ter Stores. The fame Liberty * gave to all the Jews that returned fm 
che Countries, to Which in the common Danger they had fled. 
5 notwithſtanding the Generoſity of Gedaliab, Iſhmael turis Made. 
content; for envying the Promotion of Gedaliab, who was an obſeur re 
Perſon in Compariſon of himſelf, he with ten more conſpired to ny 
Gedaliab, which baſe Deſign was under-hand incouraged by the Kin 
Ammon. Tohanan diſcovered this Confpiracy to Gedaliah, and offered 
Service to diſpatch J/bmael, The generous Governor, w ho was : 5 5h of 
Honour himtelf, and not ready to entertain ill Thoughts of others, would 
not believe JTohanan, nor permit him to kill Ya e. But his Incredulity 
ſoon colt him dear ; for 1 Conſpirators pretending to pay a Viſit to the 
Governor, murder” d him ; and to ſecure themſelves, taking Advantage of 
the People's "NS unprovided tor Detence, fell upon them too, Rd lew 
not only the Jeus, but the Chaldeans alſo. This they kept fo 6th ite fot 
ſome Days, that ſourſtvre Ijraelites, who were carrying Offerings : and 1 
cenſe to & Feruſalem, fell into their Hands, whom they barbarou : 
der'd, 888 ten, Which they ſaved for the Diſcovering of their f Trex 
ſures in the Field. 

Iſfpmael not thinking himſelf ſecure here, leaves Mizpah, and taking 
what People were left as Captives with him, (among whom were Kin 
Zedetiab's “ Daughters) he makes the beſt of his W; ay to the King ot 
Ammen, who had put him upon this treacherous Enterprise. But 75. 
hand having Intelligence of the late Maſſacre, with what Forces he had. 
marched after Iun ral whom he found at the Pool of -Gebeon. The Peso 


* 
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* 
at N 


at 


8 2 1 


ple chat Ihmae had carried off from Miz a hab, ſeeing Jehanan and the ran 
come to reſcue them, ran over to their Deliverers ; ; which . . Ls 
ceiving, with only e eight Men in his Company, fied to the A 


1 Mnael thus gone, Tohanen and his Company take up their DW] enges 


Chimbam near Bethelem, which they + choſe, the rather, that in they 


thould be attack'd by the 0 baldeans tor ItmaeP s Conſpiracy, 
che more readily take Refuge in Egypt. 


4> ©," £ 
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J Ferne em. It is to de ſuppoſed that "HR, 2 Sam. 19. 18. 
theſe 1/razites had not heard that the Tem— 


we and City were deſttoyed, when they came aid Bargiilai the Giltadite, and wa of 


from home. his Name, though near five bus 0:4 
* Daughters. See Jeremy 41. 18. after. 


4 Chimbam. This Place may de ſuppoſed + Cbeſe. See Jeremy 41. 16. 


to have ben (25007 


given by Kina David to Chimbeon, ile 
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Jeremy the Prophet having taken up his Dwelling with Gedaliah 


the Death of the Governor, among the reſt of the Captives ; and 7þ- 
nael being routed, he accompanied Jobanan to their new Habitation at 
Chimbam. Here Jobanan and his Company addreſſed the Prophet, and 


to take, The Prophet promiſed them he would, and faithfully return 
them the Anſwer which the Lord ſhould give. Upon which they enter'd 
into a Covenant of Obedience to the Prophet, and he ſupplicated God for 
them : But ten Days were paſs'd before he received an Anſwer ; when 
calling Jobanan and the People together, he told them, That if they 


his appointed Time, the Lord would ſkreen them from all Danger, and 
mine and Peſtilence ſhould purſue them. This Advice being contrary to 


he poke falſely ; and notwithſtanding he urged in his Defence that they 
ud diſſembled with him, when they intreated him to pray to the Lord 


them, they perſiſted in their former Reſolution of going to Egypt, and 
mov'd thither with all the Remnant of Ju, taking the Men, Women 


ad Baruch his Scribe. 

They had not been long in Egypt, before the Lord, by his Prophet, 
xmoniſhed them of the Deſtruction of Egryrr, and the Extirpation of 
their falſe Gods, by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylan. But the ſtub- 
born Jews would not mind him, for they retolutely told him they would 
h what they thought fit, and would, according to the Idolatry of the 
Er16t:ans, offer Incenſe to the || Queen of Heaven: The Women, 
wich equal Infolence, ſaid the fame. Which faucy Anſwer provoked 


Proragh Hoplra, King of Egypt ( under whoſe Protection they lived 
*ure, as they imagin'd) ſhould be delivered into the Hands of Neu- 


. 3 SF EP be pd 
, Qutrn, By which is meant the Moon t Fuigments, Jerewy 44. 25, 
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it * Mizpahb, was carried from thence by Jhmael the Conſpirator, after 


intreated him to pray to the Lord for them, to direct them what Courſe 


would live in Subjection to the King of Babylon, and tarry in Judah till 
riſe them up again; but if they offered to go to Egypt, the Sword, Fa- 


their Inclinations, they would not believe it, but rudely told the Prophet 
for them, and gave a Confirmation of the Judgments that would attend 


id Children, with all the late King's Daughters, the Prophet Jeremy, 


te Lord to denounce againſt them, by his Prophet, the moſt fearful - 
{ Judgments in poſitive Terms: At the ſame Time aſſuring them, that 


cane gar, King of Babylon, as Z edetiab had been before. 
* 7 ; 70 . ! 2 — 29 2 
: ig bab. See Jeremy 40. ©. at leaſt, if net al! the Planets. See e 
\ Crimham, See Jeremy 42. 12. $4- 17 
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Book VII. 


4 And now the Prophet Jeremy having diſcharged his Duty to hi: 
People the Fews, he addrefled himſelf in the reſt of his Bock fer n 


moſt Part, to the * Gentiles : As did his Cotemporary, the Pr 


ophet 


Esgetiel, who was entirely ingaged in the like Service in Chaldea. Ia 
which prophetick Office they continued till the Time of their || Death, 


Daniel, having been carried to Babylon amon 
TFehoiakim their 


firſt Captivity of Judab, under 


* Captives in the 
ing, with his three | 


Friends, was forced to change his Name, and they theirs, by Order or 


Aſhpenaz, Maſter of the Eunuchs. 


Therefore they called Daniel, Balteſhazzar ; Hananiah, Shadrach . 


This was donein Token of Slavery. 
*l 


Jhael, Meſbach; and Azarioh, Abednego. Being bred up in the Learning | 
of the Chaldeans, in order to qualify them for the King's Service, Daniel, 


1 And, Cc. About this Time both Fere- 
my and his Cotemporary Z£2e4zel, left off hiſ- 
totical Matter, and ſoretel the Wickedneſs and 
Misfortunes of the Heathens. 


* Gentiles, Thus Jeremy propheſied againſt 
Egypt, chap. 40. the Pbiliſtines, chap. 47. 


Moalitec, chap. 48. Ammon, Edom, and other 
People, chap. 49. Babylon, chap. 50. and 51. 
with ſome Prophecies here and there interſper- 
fed ; eſpecially in chap. 50. concerning the 
Redemption of 1{fael, 

$ £2e&iel, He propheſied againſt the Am- 
monites, chap. 25. againſt Tyrus, chap. 26, 
againſt thoſe that ſupported her, and traded 
with her, chap. 27. againft the Prince of Ty- 
ru, chap. 28. againſt Egypt, chap. 29, 30, 31, 
and 32. againſt the Shepherds of Iſrael, chap, 
34.. againſt Mount Seir or Edem, chap. 35. 
 againfl the lofty ones of Hrael, chap. 36. with 
a Promiſe of their Reſtoration to their own 
Country, by the Emblem of the dry Bones, 
chap. 37. againſt other Enemies of the Church 
of God, under the Name of Gog and Magoę, 
chap. 38, 39. And from thence he deſcribes 
the Rebuilding of the Temple, as a ſure Con- 

frmation to his captive Countrymen, that 
their Captivity ſhould have an End, and they 
Thould return to their own Country. 


| Death, The Holy Scripture makes no 


Mention of the Death of theſe two great Pro- 
pokes either as to Time, Place, or Manner. 
But St. 

Doroibeus, Biſhop of Tyre, in his Snap of 


in Egypt by the 
negado Countrymen the 


Ferom, in the "Life of Feremy ; and 


the Lives and Deaths of the Prophets and A. 
poſtles, fays, mor? e was ſtoned to Death | 
eoplez moſt likely his Ree | 
Fews, that fled to 
Egypt againſt his Advie, and God's Com- 
mand, and took him with them againſt hs 
Will. For the Zgyptians being irecd by the | 


Prophet's Prayers from Crocodites, which very 
much infeſted them, had him in very great 


Honour and Eſteem, which they teſtifcd by 
burying-him in one of 'the Royal Sepulchres, | 
As for the Prophet Ezekiel, he is 1aid to be 
ſlain in Chaldea, by a Prince of the Children 
of 1/rael, whom he reprov'd for worſhipping } 
Images. In their Time, thongb towards the | 
latter End, the Prophet Obadiab propheſied. £ 
His Propheſy is directed againſt £497 the Pol. 
terity of E/az, againſt whom thoſe other two 


Prophets alſo denounced the Judgement of 


God, Jeremy 49. and Ek. 25. L 
+ Daniel, The TFews do not place fm 
among the Prophets, becauſe he dic se 
after the Manner of the other Prophe's. e. 
ever, it cannot be denied, but that be ess 
Prophet, and what he wrote was 2 Dropbe , 
as the Jews own, He Propbeſied «: . 
lm from the Beginning of the Captivity, ' | 
the Reign ef Cyrus, that is, above eight, ' £475 Þ 


We do pot read that he returned into 
Country, and therefore ' ſuppoſe that he 5 
at Babylon. 


His Book is partly Hiſtoric, and | 
partly Prophetical, 


e! 
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Book VII. of te HOLY BIBLE 305 
who was deſcended of the Royal Blood of Judah, and his three F riends, 
had their daily Allowance of Meat and Wine .order'd from the King of 
Babylon's Table. But Daniel, being a devout Obſerver of the Religion 
of his Country, requeſted of the Maſter of the Eunuchs, chat he and his 
Friends might be excuſed from it, deſiring only Pulſe and Water, which 
he ſaid was ſufficient Suſtenance for them. This upon Trial agreeing well 
with them, they had their Liberty to eat it, without having other Meat 
forced upon them. This religious Abſtinence recommended them to the 
more immediate Care and Love of Ged; who, whilſt they were following 
their Studies in the Arts and Sciences of the Chaldeans, furniſh'd them 
with ſuch Underſtanding and Knowledge, that when at the End of three 
Years they were brought before the King, he found them by far to excel 
in Wiſdom all the Magicians and Aſtrologers of his Country; eſpecially 
Daniel, to whom God imparted a wonderful Knowledge of underſtanding 
and interpreting -Dreams. A Specimen of which he ſoon ſhew'd ; for 
the King having a Dream one Night, it left ſuch an Impreſſion on his 
Spirits, as made him very uneaſy , and that which added to his Inquie- 
tude was, he could not recolle& the Subſtance of his Dream. Upon this 
the moſt learned among the Chaldeams that pretended to Divination were 
ſummon' d; who excuſed themſelves from telling the Dream, but readily 
offer d to interpret it, if he could recollect it, This was fo far from ſa- 
tisfying the uneaſy King, that it put him into a Rage, and he threaten'd 
them and their Families with Deſtruction, if they did not conjure out the 
Dream. They ſtil: perſiſted in their Inability to perform what he de- 
manded, urging that it was the Province of a Deity, and not of a Man, 
o to divine, and that no King ever before required ſuch a Thing of Men 
of Skill and Learning. MNebuchadzezzar looking upon this as trifling with 
him, gave Order that all who profeſsd Magick in his Dominions ſhould 
be deſtroy d. Upon this Daniel and his three Friends were fought for 
to be executed among the reſt; but Daniel addrefling humſelf to the 
Captain of the Guard, to know the Cauſe of this ſudden Decree, and the 
Captain acquainting him with the whole Matter, he went inta the Pre- 
ence, and told the King, if he would give him Time, he would both 
diſcover and interpret his Dream Daniel having obtain'd Time, went 
to his Apartment, and acquainted his Companions Hananiah, Mziſhael, 
ad Agariab, with the whole Matter, and deſir'd them to join in Prayer 
with him to God, that he would merciſully reveal this great Secret to them, 
that they might. not periſh, God immediately anſwer'd their Prayers, and 
. 


406 4 Cheplia HIST 0 KF Book VII 
in a Viſion revealed the Secret to Daniel ; who, after a Return of Prajg. | 
and Thankſgiving, applied himſelf to the Captain of. the Guard, deſiring 
him not to execute the King's Decree, but to introduce him to him and 
he would diſcover and interpret his Dam. Arioch, the Captain, 2 glad to 
to be excuſed from this bloody Work, readily brought Daniel to the ing, 
who aſk'd him, it he had found out the Dream? Daniel told him, The 
Secret was beyond the Reach of humane Wiſdom, and that none but the 
God of Heaven could reveal it, who had been fo gracious, for the Sake of 
thoſe that might receive the Benefit of the Interpretation of it, to diſca Iver 
it to him. Then he thus began to declare the Dream: * You law an | 
” Image: of a vaſt Dimenſion, excellent in Brightneſs, but ter:ible in 
<< Form. The Head of this Image was of fine Gold, the Breaſt n 
Arms of Silver, the Belly and Thighs of Braſs, the Legs of Iron, and | 
«« the Feet partly Iron, and partly Clay. You ſaw, O King, : Stone 
cut out of the Mountain, but from whence it came, you Knew 
* not ; which Stone falling upon the Feet of this Image, brake 
« them into Pieces, and then the reft of the Image brake into Dult, 
ce which the Wind diſpers'd, ſo that it was no more to be {een ; and 
the Stone that did this Execution on the Image increaſed to a great | 
Mountain, and fill'd the Earth. This, O King, was the Dream; and 
<« this 1s the Interpretation of it. Thou art a King of Kings, to whom 
the God of Heaven hath given Power, Strength and Glory: Thou | 
“therefore art meant by this Head of Gold ; and after Thee another | 
« Kingdom ſhall ariſe, as inferior to thine as Silver! is to Gold: And af- 
« ter that a third Kindom, emblem'd by Braſs, which ſhall govern the 
„ Earth. But the fourth Kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as Iron, and deſtroy 
e the other Kingdoms; and whereas the Feet were partly Iron, anc 
* partly Clay, this Kingdom ſhall be divided, and ſhall be partly fro 
* like Iron, and partly weak as Clay, and {hall not mix firmly ioze- "1 
ther. But in the Days of theſe Kings, the God of Heaven all 
„ up a Kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroy'd: And that Kingdom | 
<< ſhall not be left to other People; but it Gall diſperſe and confi: me 1 
* all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall laſt for ever. And whereas you 
s that the Stone which broke the Image i in Pieces was cut out f ts | 
Mountain without Hands, the great God hath made kno-w i» all 
King what ſhall come to paſs hereafter ; for the Dream is true, aud 
the Interpretation of it 1s certain,” - | 
Nebuchadnezzar being fatisty'd by the 8 of his Dream, “ . 
| the Interpretation muſt be true, proſtrated himſelf on the Grov bs * 
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zook VII. HOL BIB. EE. 407 
| worſhipped Daniel, commanding an Oblation and ſweet Odours to be 
ofer'd to him; which Daniel * refuſed, and inſtructed the King to 
direct his Devotions to God. For this great Satisfaction which Daniel 
are the King in we reps and interpreting his Dream, the King made 
bim Governor of the whole Province of Babylon, and Chief of all 
the learned Men; and befides many great and rich Preſents which he gave 
him, he promoted his three Friends, Hananiab, Miſbael and Azariah, 
who by Deputation from Daniel were to overſee the Affairs of Babylon. 

Some Time after this, the King, grown proud with his Succeſs againſt | 
the Jews, Egyptians, and others, and elevated with the Interpretation of 
his Dream, which compared him to the golden Head of the Image, or- 
(rd a Statue of Gold to be made, thirty Yards high, and of a propor- 
tonable Bigneſs. This monſtrous Figure he had ſet up in the Plains of 
Dura, and ſummon'd his Subjects of all Degrees and Condition to appear 
it the Dedication of it; at which Time Proclamation was made, that 
when the Signal was given, they ſhould all proſtrate themſelves and wor- 
ſhip it, upon Pain of being thrown into a burning Furnace. This Order 
was obey d by all, except the captive Jews : Which ſome of the Chal- 
{ens obſerving, they complain'd of them to the King; and not caring to 
meddle with Daniel, who at that Time was the chief Favourite, they 
upeach'd Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abednego, his three Friends. Theſe 
being brought before the King, peremptorily refuſed to pay Adoration to 
his Image, telling him they truſted in a God, who was able to deliver 
them from his Rage. This preſumptuous Anſwer (as the King took it) 
0 incens'd him, that he commanded' them to make the Furnace feven 
Times hotter than it was before, to bind Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
ego, and caſt them into it: Which they did; and though the Heat was 
o fierce that it burnt thoſe that threw them in, yet they had no Harm; 
"vt the Bonds with which they were tied were looſed, and they walk'd 
a the 1nidft of the Fire. The King, at a ſecure Diſtance, ſaw this Ex- 
cution, and the Fierceneſs of the Fire abating, he in great Surprize and 
magement cried out, Did we not caſt three Men into the Furnace ? 
© Behold, I ſee four Men walking freely, without any Hurt, in the 

® Re/uled, Though this he not ſo expteſs'd, of a Truth, That vour Gad is 4 God of Gods, 
\it ve may conclude, that Daniel would not anda Lord of Kings, and a Revealer of Secrets, 
Wmit of fuch Profanenefs, from the King's /ceing vou cel reveal this Secret. CAP TEs 
ulla cring Daniel, chap, 2, ver. 47, {knw _ 
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te midſt of the Fire, and the Form of the Fourth is like the + Son of 0 
God.“ Then, approaching the Furnace, he called to Sha; 


| "ach f * 
hach, and Abeduego, and ſaid, ©. Ye Servants. of the moſt high boy 0 
come hither.” Upon which they came out of the Furnace in he b. 
' ſence of the, King and all his Attendants, who ſaw them unhurt, with, 0 
- ſo much as a Hair of their Heads being finged, or the leaſt Smell of 1, i 
Fire about them. The haughty King was now convinced, that ther, 
Was a more powerful Being than himſelf, who could protect hi; Se. m 
vants from the Rage of the moſt inſolent and arbitrary Tyrant; and chert. ar 
fore, in a ſudden Tranſport of Devotion, he cried out, © Blefſe be p 
Lord God of Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abednego, who hath tent hi, pe 
*« Angel, and deliver'd his Servants that truſted in him, Therefore | C 


« decree, that thoſe who ſhall dare to profane the God of $haJ-1. t 
Meſbach, and Abednego, ſhall be cut in Pieces, and their Houle, wal 5 
* be made a Dunghill; becauſe there is no other God that can delive; 0 


1e after this Manner.” Upon this Daniel's three Friends were afreſh pte. 0 
ferred, to the great Mortification of thoſe that envied their former Pro- I 
motion, | TR” | cc 


And now King Nebuchadnezzar being freed from all War at home and 2 
abroad, indulg'd himſelf in the Pleaſures of his Court, and quiet, for 0 


a Time, enjoy'd the Fruits of his Conqueſts; till at length another Dream { 
gave him freſh Diſquiet ; which he perfectly remembring, and concluding | 6 
that his own People might interpret it, ſent not for Daniel, but for the 0 


Chaldeans; to whom having related his Dream, they were as much at a Wl © 
Loſs, as when the King demanded of them the Diſcovery of his forme; . 
Dream, which he had forgot. But the revealing of theſe divine Scorer 8 
was reſerv'd for the Servants of God; and the King meeting with 9 g. 0 
tisfaction from his own Subjects, ſent for Daniel, to whom he recounted 0 
his Dream, which was thus: I faw a Tree of a prodigious Magn 1d, 2 
% which ſeem'd to reach from Earth to Heaven. It was fair and full of 
Fruit, yielded Shelter to the Beaſts and Fowls, and Suſtenance to a, 

« Fleſh. I ſaw alſo an Angel come down from Heaven, who {aid 
_ «« aloud;; Hew down the Tree, cut off the Branches, ſhake fi it 
Leaves, and ſcatter the Fruit, and letall Creatures depart from it: Yet let 

<< the Stump remain in the Earth, with a Band of Iron and Bras, inte 
*© tender Graſs of the Field; and let it be wet with the Dew of cave", 


1 Sen of Ged. That is, Angel of God; parts of Scripture Angels are called the Sons 2! 
or fo be is called, Dan. 3, 28, And in other God, as Jeb. 1. 6, and 38. 7. 
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« and let his Portion be with the Beaſts in the Gfats of the Earth. Lee 

« his Heart be changed from that of a Man, and a Beaſt's Heart be given 

« him, and let { ſeven Times paſs over him. This is the Decree of 

„the Holy One, that the Living may know, that the moſt High ruteth 

« in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whom he pleaſes, and ſetteth 

« over it the baſeſt of Men. ” „ | 
Daniel having heard the Dream, was ſo affected with the dreadfal Judg- 

ments that it portended to the King, that he ſtood filent for the Space of 

an Hour; which the King obſerving, and gueſſing the true Cauſe of his 

Perturbation, bid him tell him freely whatever the Interpretation might 

portend. Then Daniel addreſſing himſelf with much Tenderneſs and 


Concern for the King, wiſh'd this inauſpicious Dream, and the Interpre- 
þ tation might affect the King's Enemies, and thus interpreted it to him. 
all « The Tree, O King, which thou didit ſee in thy Dream, is thy ſelf; 


for thy Greatneſs reaches to Heaven, and thy Dominion to the End of 


e- « the Earth. And as to what the Angel ſaid of hewing down the Tree, 
0 this is the Meaning of it: It is a Decree of the moſt High which ts 


determined againſt the King; Thou ſhalt be driven from Men, and thy 


nd „ Dwelling ſhall be with the Beatts of the Field: Thou ſhalt eat Graſs 
for © with the Oxen, and ſhalt be wet with the Dew of Heaven; and ſeven 


Times ſhall paſs over Thee, till thou knoweſt that the moſt High 
«© ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. 
© And whereas it was order'd that the Stump of the Tree ſhould be left, 
Hit ſhews that the Kingdom ſhall be ſure to Thee, after Thou ſhalt have 
© known, that the Lord of Heaven doth rule. And now Thou haſt heard 
« the Interpretation of thy Dream, permit me to adviſe Thee : Atone 


Sa- for thy Sins by a holy Life, and by Acts of Mercy to the Poor re- 
ted * commend thy ſelf to the Mercy of the Lord, that he may prolong thy 
de, © Peace.” Nebuchadnezzar, who had ſeen the verifying of Daniel's Pro- 


phecies, and likewiſe been an Eye-Witneſs of God's great Power and 


al. Providence, might have been ſomewhat depreſs d at the Report of ſuch a 
laid judgment pronounced perſonally againſt himſelf: But inſtead of humbling 
the | | 


Leven. By ſeven Times, ſome think are Jt was the Way of ſpeaking among the Chal- 


| It meant a long Time, which in Holy Scripture deans, and a Year was the moſt common Mea- | 
the 5 fignified by the Number ſeven, becauſe it de- ſure of Time, eſpecially in the Chronicles of 
en. notes Perfection; as if it had been laid, until the Kings, See Dan 7,520, iin. 
2 perfect or full Time, that the King thus bru- But ſome are of Opinion, that theſe ſeven 
5 thed ſhould repent. The Number /even is Years zt the Prayer of Daniel, were changed 


ſometimes applied to Weeks; but of:ner to into ſeven Mconiis. 
Yes, eſpecially in the Prophecy of Dane, . 
ä bun- 
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Himſelf, and deprecating the divine Sentence by Repentance, az Poe 
adviſed him, at the Twelvemonth's End, as he was walking in his Palace 


at Babylon, with great Pride and Pleaſure ſurveying that vaſt and oper. 


grown City, he oſtentatiouſſy faid, Is not this great Babylon, which, | 
* have + built for the Metropolis of my Kingdom, by my Power and 
s for the Honour of my Kingdom? The Words had ſcarce pats hi, 
Lips, when a Voice from Heaven was heard to fay, * Unto Thee. © 
King Nebuchadnexzar, it is declared; Thy Kingdom is departed & 99 
Thee, and they ſhall drive Thee from the Converſation of Men, and 


„ thy Dwelling ſhall be among the Beaſts of the Field,” And imme. 


ately he was 


t Built, Nimrod is ſaid, Gen, 10. 10. to 
be the firſt Founder of Babylon, and undoubt- 
edly he was ſo. But Nebuchadnezzar here calls 
himſelf the Builder of this City, as thoſe who 
alter or add to any great Structures, would 
ſeem to be reputed the firſt Founders, and, by 
afluming to themſelves the Praiſe due to others, 
extinguiſh the Memory of their- Predeceſſors. 
At firſt, indeed, Baby/on was but a little City, 


and that often laid waſte by the Inundations of 


the River Euphrates, and becauſe Semiramis 


afterwards very much inlarged and fortified it, 
and beautified it with many Ornaments and 


fine Buildings, ſhe is likewiſe ſaid to have built 
it, and celebrated as the Foundreſs of it. But 
after Semirams's Time, the Mrian Kings 
neglecting Babylon built Nineueh, making it the 


Royal Reſidence, and Metropolis of the A- 


rian Monarchy ; and Babylon, thus deſerted, 


partly by the Inundations of Euphrates, and 


partly by the Incutſions of Enemies, became 
ignoble and obſcure. At laſt Nebuchadnezzar 


having deſtroy'd Nineveh, made Babylon the 


Seat of the Empire, and very much inlarged 


and beautified it; for he added ſeveral Walls to 
it, with magnificent Gates. In that Part where 


the Royal Palace ſtood, he built another City, 
which he incloſed with a Wall of vait Breadth 
and Height, where he had thoſe famous penſil 
Gardens, ſo celebrated of old. Though Au- 
thors differ very much in the Height and Thick- 
neſs of the Walls of this City, yet it is certain 


they were prodigious in both, Or eſius, and all, 


owning them to be fifty Cubits, which, at the 
common Eſtimation is ſeventy five Feet ; 


driven from the Company of Men, and he did cat Crif, 
as the Oxen, and lived like a Brute. EE 


ſo that what Straho and Curtius relate, vs 


that Chariots could paſs by one another on he 


top of the Walls, may reaſonably be c:cgiie!, 
As to the Puniſhment which immediate bee 
Nebuchad near upon this vain &ð e bug 
ſelf, he may by this Act be faid to have hiften' 
it upon himſelf, though it was a Year «ir, 
told: by Daniel; for by emphatically calling 


bimſelf the Author of theſe mighty I nge, 


he deprived God of the Honour, by whoſe 
Permiſſion he grew fo mighty, apd capable of 
doing them. PRs 

Driven. Some think, that this being 
driven away, Was his own ſhunning humane 
Converſation during the Diſturbance of his 
Mind, which made him betake himſelf to the 
Fields and Woods: Others, that the People 
grown weary of his Tyranny, confpired a- 
gainſt him, and forced him to fly; which tf: 
ſeems to derive from a Tradition of the Ve- 


brews, who fay, that his Son Evil im 


affecting the Throne in his Father's Le tine, 
help'd to depoſe him; which is not probable, 


becauſe after Nebuchadaezzar's State of Bru- 
tality expired, and that he came to HHN, 15 


Subjects defired him to return; but it may be 
ſuppoſed, that in his Abſence his Son mig! 
act as King. The Reaſon of the Variety of 
Conjectures on this Point proceeds from te 
diſtracted Hiſtory of the Chaldeans, wio 17 26- 
neral ſpeak of the Reigns of their Kings, du: 
ſeldom mention minute Circumſtances ; '©! 


no profane Writers take Notice ol this Patt 


of Nebuchadnezzar's Life. 
By 
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By this terrible Example God made it appear, how ſeverely he can 


the Condition of Beaſts, who by their Arrogance exalt themſelves above 
the State of Men. . 

After Nebuchadnezzar had continued his appointed Time in this fad 
and forlorn Condition, he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, and God was 
pleaſed not only to reſtore him to his Underſtanding and Form, but to 
his former State and Dignity ; for which he made this thankful Acknow- 
kdgment : * * I Nebuchaanezzar do praiſe, extol and honour the King 
« of Heaven, all whoſe Works are Truth, and his Ways Judgment ; 
« and thoſe that walk in Pride he is able to ſubdue, 
After the Death of Nebuchadnezzaor, his Son Evilmerodach ſucceeded 
him, who took Compaſſion on Jeho:akim, the Captive King of Judah, 
and releaſed him from his Impriſonment in the ſeven and thirtieth Year of 
his Captivity, treating him with great Humanity and Reſpect, allowing 
him an honourable Maintenance, and giving him the Precedence of ail 
other Princes in Babylon. et | 
Evilmerodach's Reign was but ſhort, continuing but two Years, at the 
End of which his luxurious Son Bel/hazzar ſucceeded him, In whoſe 
firſt Year Daniel had his + Dream of the four Beaſts repreſenting the 
four Monarchies : And in the third Year of this ſame King Daniel, had 


pretation of them, . After which this luxurious King making a great 
Feaſt for his Courtiers, he commanded his Servants to bring forth the ſa- 
ned Veſſels of Gold and Silver, which his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken out of the Temple at Jeruſalem, that he and his Princes, with 
his Wives and Concubines, might drink Wine in them : Which accord- 
ngly was || done, and in their Cups they fang Hymns of Praiſe to their 


e, Wols. Beſſbaz zar, thus adding Impiety to his Exceſs, ſo provoked the 
e, great God of Heaven by this ſacrilegious Contempt of his holy Worſhip, 
J. . See Dan, 4. 34. Of the Time 8 Vifon. Sce Dan. 8. | 

* or Manner of this King's Death we have no + After. Though theſe Viſions are placed 
. Account in the Holy Scriptures. He is ſup- after the luxurious and profane Banquet of Bel- 
l oled not to have lived long after his Reſtora- Have, yet in Order of Time they ſhould 
mY Wn, bat to have left his Kingdom to his Son come before; for Daniel tells the Time 6f 
H Evilmerodach, who is thought to have fitpplied each; as,- the Dream was in the firfl Year, 


his hace in the Government during his Fa- and the Viſion in the third Year of Beſſpaz gar. 
Ver's State of Brutality, Done. The City of Babyion was at this 


Nums. LIV. T9 -- and 


niſh the Pride and Elevation of Mens Hearts, by putting them into 


that memorable & Viſion of the Ram and the He-goat, with the Inter- 


Dream. See Dan. 7, Time ſuppoſed to be beſieged, and near taken. 
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412 A Compleat HISTORT Book yy, 
and the Profanation of the Veſſels dedicated to his Service, that he terr] 
fied this Prince in the midſt of his luxurious Feaſt, with the Appearan * 
of a Hand, which in three Words wrote the Sentence of his Se 
tion, Belſhazzar was fo concern'd and frighted at this amazing Fro 
that he called for the moſt learned of his People to ſhew him the Mean. 
ing of it; but notwithſtanding the promiſed Reward of Purple Veils au 
Chains of Gold, to thoſe that could diſcover this mighty Secrct 1 
were ſo far from interpreting it, that they could not fo much as ted 
This gave the King and his whole Court great Diſturbance of Mind: 
upon which the old * Queen hearing of the King's Conſternation cant 
into the Banqueting-Houſe, and told the King, That he had 2 Man in 
his Dominions named Daniel, in whom was the Spirit of the Holy Gods 
and whom his + Grandfather, for his extraordinary Ability that Wa I 
had made Maſter of the Magicians, who would ſhew the King the Inter. 
pretation of the Words that ſo troubled him. The King glad of he Op- 
portunity of diſcovering this terrible Secret, ſent for Daniel; who appeyr- 
ing before him, and lighting the Honours and Preſents the King pry. 
miſed, in caſe he could interpret the Words, told him, That {ace l 
had not humbled himſelf, nor taken Example by his Grandfather N. 
chadnezzar, - who tor his Pride was chaſed from the Converſation of Men, 
and reduced to the State of Beaſts ; but hfted up, himſelf againſt the Cord 
of Heaven, and prophaned the holy. Veſſels dedicated to his Service, God 
f being provoked by theſe his Crimes, had ſent a Hand to write upon the 
** u Wall his Condemnation in theſe three Words, MENE, TEKLEL 
UPHARSIN. Which Daniel interpreted thus: By MEN, God 
hath, $. number'd thy Kingdom: By TEKEL, Thou art weigh'd {| 
the Ballance of his Juſtice and art found too light: By T UP HAK. 
SIN, Thy Kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Per. 
The King having heard this dreadful Sentence pronounced by || Dann 
| | | OW 
8 Numbered, That is the Term of ty 


Kingdom. N | 
1 UPHARSIN. Here Dan?! in repeating 


* Queen. This, in all Probability, was 
Nitacris, Queen Dowager, and Wite of great 
Nebuchadnezzar. Pg 


+ Grandfather. Nebuchaduezzar is here, 
Dan. 5. 11. called Beiſbazzar's Father, not 
through Miſtake, but after the Manner of the 
Chaldeans and Hebrews, who commonly call 
Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren Sons, 
and Grand-fathers and Great. Grand-fathers 
Fathers: Thus Abraham, Iſaae, and Jacob, 
are called Fathers, after many Generations of 
Deſcents | 


eee nee ol nomonag me moon 


the Word UPHARSIN, inſtead of put ii 
PERES, as ſignifying the ſame iis | 

Daniel. This Holy Prophet, wi 0 _ 
been ſo great and powerful in be de. 
Nebuchadnezzar, is ſuppoſed to ave ele 
from Court during the Reigns of C 


dach his Son, and Belfhazzar his Granc10r, 


and in thoſe five Years (at leaſt) fes“ 
haye been forgotten by all but the old N 


* N 
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how unwelcome ſoever the Interpretation was to himſelf, yet beſtow'd 
vpon the Prophet the Honours promiſed him, cauſing him to be cloath'd | 
in Purple, with a Chain of Gold about his Neck, and to be proclaimed 
the Third Perſon in the Kingdom, 5 
As to the fulfilling this Prophecy, God immediately verified it, as Da- 
wel had predicted; for the fame Night Be//hazzar King of the * Chal. 
dans was + ſlain, God making him a terrible Example to thoſe that 
hall ſacrilegiouſly abuſe Things dedicated to his Worſhip and Service. 
The ſacrilegious Be//hazzar being thus overtaken by divine Juſtice, 
Darius the Mede aſſumes the Throne; who, eſteeming Daniel as a Per- 
fon filled with the Spirit of God, beſtowed on him peculiar Marks of 
his Favour ; for at firſt he made him one of the three Prefidents of the 
Kingdom, and intended to make him Vice Roy. The King thus heap- 
ing Honours on Daniel, it gave great Occaſion of Malice and Envy in 
the other Preſidents and Princes, who, thinking it too much for a cap- 
tive Je to be preferred to them, conſpir'd to ruin him. They could 
ind no fault with his publick Adminiſtration, for he was perfectly juſt 
and faithful in all Things that concern'd the King. Wherefore conclud- 
ing they ſhould never find any Thing to accuſe him of, except in caſe of 
his Religion, they refolv'd to lay a Snare for him in that Reſpect. And 
in this they were at firſt to ſeck how to bring their Malice to bear againſt 
him, for they well knew the King was appriz'd of his Piety and Zeal in 
the Religion of his Country, and that he ſtood fo fair in the Royal Fa- 
vour, that they dared not directly attack him; and therefore they ſtruck 
at him a more diſtant Way; for they perſwaded the King to publiſh a 
Proclamation, That whoſoever ſhould aſk any Petition, either of God or 
Man, except of the King only, for the {pace of thirty Days, ſhould be 
thrown to the Lions. The unwary King, not ſuſpecting any Fraud, con- 
duded that, becauſe they told bim, all the Preſidents, of which Daniel 
was the firſt, had agreed to it, Dante! had alſo conſented to it, taking it for 
: Teſtimony of their Affection and Loyalty to him at his Acceſſion to the 


Widow of Nebuchatnezzar ; during which the Help of his Son in. Law, the Great Cyrus, 
Time of his Solitude God vouchſafed by won- who at that Time beſieged Babylon. Theſe 
derful Vifons to diſcover to him the Succeſ- taking the Adrantzge whilft the Chaldran; - 
ions of all the Empires of the World until were thus revelling and overcharged with 
lne Bleſſed Kingdom of Chris. | Wine, to divide the River Euphrates, poſſeſled 

* Chaldeans, See Dan. 5. 30. themſelves of the City, and ſurprized ihs 

+ Siain, By the Medes (under the Con- Court, . 


ud of Darius King of the Medes, and with f 
: Throne, 


„ 
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Throne, without any Heſitation conſented to it, and it was Paſs'd into a 
Decree. Though Daniel knew this wicked Law was levell'd at him 
yet preferring the Law of God to that of Men, he continued his aſa) 
Courſe of praying to, and praiſing God three Times a Day, kneeling upon 
his Knees, with his Chamber Window open towards ' Feru/alem, His 
Enemies, who had laid this Snare for him, ſoon found an Opportunity 
to betray him; for having taken him in the Act of Praying, they pre- 
ſented themſelves before Darius, and accuſed Daniel of Contempt and 
Rebellion in diſobeying the King's Decree, deſiring immediate Execution 


of the Sentence againſt him, The King, too late, ſaw the Deſign, and 


being vex'd at his eaſy Credulity, in ſuffering himſelf to be thus impog'd 


upon, labour'd to have the Decree reverſed ; but the Grandees repre- 


ſented to him, that the Royal Decrees, according to the Law of the 
Medes and Perfians,, were unalterable, and that therefore the Penalty 
Daniel had incurred, being irreverſible, he muſt be caſt into the Lions 
Den. The King's Weakneſs in this unjuſt Act, gave Way to the Soll. 
citations of theſe wicked Men; and though Daniel's Piety and Vi iſdom 

had recommended him very much to his Favour, yet he thought in Ho: 


our he could not go back from his Word, and therefore deliver'd Danis. 


to them, at the ſame Time unwittingly propheſying, That the God, 
whom he ſerved. continually, would preſerve him. Daniel being thrown 
into the Den, to prevent any Means that might be attempted for his Eſcape, 
a great Stone was laid on the Mouth of the Den, and ſealed not only with 
the Royal Signet, but with that of the Lords too, The King retired to 
his Palace very penſive, where he ſpent the Night in great Anxiety and 


Uneaſineſs of Mind for his Favourite Daniel; and early in the Morning | 


repairing to the Den, between Hope and Deſpair, he in a melancholick 
Tone called to Daniel; O Daniel, Servant of the living God, 1s thy 
% God, whom thou) ſerveſt continually, able to deliver thee from the 
« Lions? Yes, O King, replied Daniel: My God hath ſent his Angel, 
* who hath ſhut the Lions Mouth, that they have not hurt me, bec ule 
he found me innocent in his Sight, and juſt to thee,” The King 
overjoyed to find the Perſon he ſo highly valued thus miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved, ordered him immediately to be taken out of the Den, and at inc 
ſame Time commanded, that all thoſe that had. accuſed Daniel, with 
their Wives and Children, ſhould be caſt into the ſame Den, which was 
immediately done, and the Lions ſeized and tore them in Pieces, veto 
ever they came to the Bottom of the Den, The Providence of God . 
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gearing ſo viſibly in the Preſervation of Daniel, the King publiſhed a 
Proclamation, ** That in all Parts of his Dominions, Men ſhould fear 
« and tremble before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, and 
« and remains for ever. His Kingdom ſhall not periſh, and his Domi- 
« nion ſhall always indure. He delivereth and reſcueth, and worketh 


iel from the Power of the Lions,” 
After this Daniel lived and flouriſhed, not only through the Reign 
of Darius the Mede, but in the Reign of + Cyrus the Perfian; iu whoſe 


* Daniel, Daniel lived nat only all Da- ſucceeded. 


| As to Darius the Medes being 
us Reign, which was leventecn Years, but 


| called A/?yages, it is as reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
iſo in the Reign of Cyrus, the firſt Perſian bim to be the King in whoſe Reign the Hiſ- 


Monarch. In whoſe third Year, he had that toty of Suſanna is related, as to allow that 
zxtraordinary Viſion, relating more eſpecially he was: called by the Babylanians, Nabomider, 
o the latter Times of the Zewifh State, men- by Herodotus, Lobynet, and by the Greeks, Da- 
toned in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth Chap- ius Medus, As to the Hiſtory of Daniz!'s 
ters, Which is the laſt Account the ſacred difecvering the Cheat of Bel's Prieſts, and 
Text gives of him ; which is alſo ſilent of burſting the Dragon, by the latter Part of it, 
his Death, though he is ſaid by others to which mentions his being caſt into the Lion's 
have died a natural Death in the Land of Den againſt the King's Inclination, it ſeems 
the Chaldeans, and to be honourably buried to be the fame Story with what we have re- 
there ; being laid by himſelf in the Royal Se- lated in the Text of Daniel's being caſt into 
pulchre. But however this might be, it: is the Lions Den, and his Deliverance ſrom 
certain, he lived to have the Satisfaction of thence ; with ſome Addition of Circumſtan- 
ſeeing, before his Death, Liberty given for ces in the Beginning, and Want of others in 
the Return of his captive Brethren, and for the End; and it being ſaid in this Hiſtory in 
rebuilding the Temple at Jeruſalem. the Apacrypha, that it happened in Cyrus's 


There are two Stories in the Aporrypha, Reign, there muſt be a Miſtake in the Tran» 
which ſome add to the Book of Daniel, ma- 


wo Elders, who were convicted by Daniel, of Daniel's was in the Reign of Darius, who 
te be the thirteenth Chapter of Daxiel's Pro- bad promoted Daniel, 
phecy; and according to the Latin, the four- + Cyrus, This was that Cyrus, of whom 
tenth Chapter is the Diſcovery D.zntel made it was propheſied, about two Hundred Years 


ating the Meat that was ſet before him in 23, He /aith to Cyrus, Thou art my Shepherd, 
s Temple, as the Prieſts of that falſe God and he /hall perfor m all my Deſire, ſaying to 
perſwaded that Prince, as alſo the Deſtruction 
of the Dragon, which the Babylonians adored, ple, thy Fourdation fball be ſurely laid. This 
ind Daniel made to burſt, As to the Time Cyrus being already King of the Medes aud 
of the'e two Stories, the firſt is ſaid to hap- Perſians, reſolving to unite the Babylonian 
pen in the Reign of Aflyages, who being cal- Monarchy to his own, march'd towards that 
& the laſt King of the Medes, muſt be that City with his Army; took Shu/ban, or Suſa, 
Darius the Mede, who flew Belſpax zar, and and routed Nebonides in Battle. After this 
Ws Babylon, and whom Cyrus immediately Defeat of Nabmides, or Darius the Med, 

es 54 5 . Cyrus 


« Signs and Wonders in Heaven and Earth, who hath delivered“ Da- 


firſt 


ſcriber, and Cyrus is put for Darius; for in 
king that of Suſanna's being accuſed by the Dan. 6. the Text fays poſitively, that Action 


o the King of Babylon, of the Idol's not before he was born, by the Prophet //ar45 44. 


Jerufalem, Thou ſhalt bs built, and to the Lem- 
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Country, to rebuild Jeruſalem and the Temple, to worſhip their G00 
for Sacrifice. The FTevs, who had long wiſhed for that happy D. ay, 


Had appointed to be their Governor, led them to their own Country, 
fiſting of near fifty thouſand Souls. They took along with them all tha 


Colt . * R855 
42 Av. 4 . 


dea, they met at tf erufalem, to undertake the Re-building of the Tem. 


trom the Captivity, that they laid the Foundation of the Temple, whic|, 


made it their Buſineſs to obſtruct the carrying on the Work. Not with 
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firſt Vear it 1 the Lord ſo to touch the Heart of that Prince 5 a0. 


cording to what had been foretold by the Prophet Feremy) that 1 
publiſhed an Edict, giving leave to all the Fews to return to thei: 9 


to take with them their Gold, their Silver and their Goods, and Beat 


Its 


prepared to ſet forward; and Zorobabel, a Prince of Fudah, whom, Gre 


Con- 


Veſſels and Utenfils of the Temple, which had been carried to Ba 
in the Reign of Nebuchadnezzar, which were reſtored to them by ex-| 
preſs Order from Cyrus, 

When Zorebabel, 'and thoſe under his Conduct, were come into . 


ple; the Foundations of which they laid, offered Sacrifices, and mate 
ſolemn Prayers. to God ; and kept the ſeveral Feaſts appointed by the 
Law. It was in the e Month of the ſecond Year of their Return 


was begun with all the Solemnity and Magnificence that the Circum: 
ftances of Time and Place would admit: But when ſome of the Av 
cients, who had ſeen the firft Temple before Nebuchadnezzar cauicd it 
to be demoliſhed, they burſt into Tears, when they ſaw by the Foun- 
dation of this, how much ſhort it was like to come of the forme: 
Whilſt they were going on with the Temple, the Samaritans, wh 
were planted in ſeveral Cities of 1/-ae/ in the Room of thoic Tharlte 
that Salmanaſſen King of Aſſyria had long before carried. away Captives, 
hearing that the People of Judah had begun to build the Fempic, they 
carne to the Governor Zorobabel, and defired to join with them 11 Uno 
Work, alledging, That they ſerved the fame God as the People of“ 
dab did. But the Governor and the Chiefs. of the Families of Teal | 
would by no means allow them to have any Share in this Work, u- 
ing that they, who were Idolaters, notwithſtanding they pr etended to wor- 
hip the God of IVael, might profane the Temple with, Idolatry. 1 
Refufal ſo exaſperated the Samaritans, that they from that Mome! 


ſtanding which the Jews. went on, till the Samaritans having by Brix 


Cyrus beſieged and took Babylon, by. which then had been nie into ſeveral Monarches 
he became "Maſter of all the Eaſt 3, Which. til =, Jeremy. See chap. 29, ver. 10. 
corrupt 


* "Pp . 
a 


* „ e 
n R 
1 * 7.0 - p 
1 W TOP * * le 
1 {x 1 n 
N Y - 1 
** e "7 N 6 
bk Ja. 1 
* v. 


Book VII. of te HOLY BIBLE 4177 
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corrupted {ome Perſons about the King, put 4 4 Stop to it Which laſte d 


tl the Reign of Darius. 


— 


of Babylon, it was by his Succeſſors made the Reſidence of the Perſiau 


Cyrus the Perfan having taken the City of Shuſhan, in the Territory 


Monarchs. Here it was Abaſuerus ſolaced and regaled himfelf after his 
Egyptian Expedition, inviting all the Princes and Governors of his Pro- 


vinces to an Entertainment of an hundred and fourſcore Days; and af... 
ter that he invited the inferior People, with the reſt, to another Feaft 


which laſted ſeven. Days. Nor was this Feaſting only among the Men, 


but alſo among the Women ; for 


Vajl\tt the 


ueen's ſhould be brought into a 


ind amongſt the Crowd of Beauties that were brought to Court, none 


pleaſed the Eye of this amorous Prince like the fair * Eher. She was 


after the Death of Abajuerys; and wauld not 


Steh. This Stop to the Building of the 
Temple may be ſuppoſed to have been given 
in Cyrus's Time, Eur. 4. 5. 


of 


Darius. This muſt be Darius Hyhaf. 


pin; and the Darius, in whoſe ſecond Veat 
lhe Building was carried on; wes Darius Vo- 
la, in whoſe Time the Prophets Hagga: and 
Zachary propheſied, and not before ; ſee £/dr, 
5. 1. Indeed if it were not for contempo- 
nary Oecurrences, the Variety of Names gi- 
hen to ſeveral! Kings, would ſo confound the 
Chronology, that it would be impollible to 
reduce it to any Certainty. For Camby/es 
he Son of Cyrus is called Ahaſuerus, To 
bim the Samaritans ſent Letters to ſtop the 
Building of the Temple. They likewiſe ſent 
lo Magus on the fame, Account. This Prince 


hal pofleſſed himſelf of the Perſian Empite 


permit the 7ews to rebuild their City or Tem- 


ple, tHe is Iikewiſe by Hiſtorians called by 
ſeveral Names, being in Z/dr. 4. 7. called 


Artaxerxes, 


* [/lber. As to the Author of the Book 


of ther, it is Uncertain who it was, Some 
have thought it was written by Mordecar, 
hecauie the Book takes Notice, that Morde- 
cat wrote Letteis to all the Fews on the four- 
teemb and fifteenth of the Month Adar; but 
it is not ſaid, that he wrote all'the: Hiſtory, It 
is more likely, that the great Synagogus caus-d 
it to be compas'd, to preſerve the Memory 
of that fignal Eyent, and give an Account of 


the Original of the Feaſt of Lots, EH. 3. 


7, and aiterwards added it to the Number of 
the facred Books: It was firſt wiitten in 
Flebret, 
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We ueen had provided a 
Banquet for the Ladies in the Palace. The laſt Day of. this Feaſt the 
King in a Frolick, or rather Fondneſs, would ſhew his (Queen to his 
Gueſts, for ſhe was very beautiful; and lending his ſeven Chamberlains 
to attend her to him, he ordered that ſhe ſhould come with the Crown » 
on her Head. The haughty Queen diſdaining to be made a publick 
Spectacle, refuſed to obey the King's Command, which ſo incenſed him, 
that, conſulting how to puniſh her for this publick Affront, it was a- 
greed, That for fear this Act of the 
Precedent, ſhe ſhould be depoſed for her Contumacy, and that a Col- 
lection of the faireſt Women thould be made for the King to take his 
Choice of them. This laſt Propoſal ſuited with the luxurious Monarch; 
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* of Jewiſh Race, Niece to Mordecai, of the Tribe of Benjamin. This 
Virgin having loſt her Parents, lived at Shufhaz with her Uncle, at t, 
Time that Queen Vaſti was depoſed. Efther's native Beauty, and lweet 
Diſpoſition, fo ingaged the fond King, that he ſet the Royal Crown un. 
on her Head, and made her Queen inſtead of depoſed Vaſbti. At & 
Celebration of his Nuptials he made 4 Feaſt to all his Court, which in 
Honour to his new Queen, he called Eſtber's Feaſt, and for her Sake 

not only made Preſents to his Gueſts, but for that Time remitted the 
Tribute of all his Provinces. F 


Mordecai, at Eſther's firſt going to Court, had cautioned her not to 
diſcover that ſhe was a Few, which ſhe carefully obſerved ; and it might 
be her Uncle's Care that ſhe ſhould not be refuſed by the King for be. 
ing a Captive ; which might be the fame Reaſon why Mordecai con- 


1 cealed his Relation to Ffther, leſt it might be diſadvantageous to her, 
4 And for. theſe Reaſons he may be ſuppoſed to have continued a con- 
ö tented Waiter at Court, till ſome favourable Opportunity offered to pro. 
bil _ mote him: Which ſoon preſented. It happened whilſt Mordecai at. 
i tended at the Palace Gate, he got Knowledge of a Confpiracy formed 
Lil. by two of the Chamberlains to ſeize and murder the King. This he 
\ __  -,ammediately communicated to his Niece the Queen, and ſhe acquaint. 
it. ed the King with it in Mardecai's Name. Upon which the two Cham- 
* W berlains were ſeized, and convicted, and hanged ; and the whole Affair 
ns recorded in. the Perfan Annals: But Mordecai was not preſently taken 
nk Notice of. 1 

bY About this Time King Abaſuerus had been very laviſh of his Favour 
Ki to a proud Amalekite named Haman, whoſe Merits are not mentioned, 
Vi and, it's probable, they might be as obſcure as thoſe of Favourites gene- 
BL -. rally are. However it was, Haman is advanced in Honour above al 
1. the Princes of the Court; and all the Attendants about the Couft pay 
Fi him Reverence, except Mordecai. This was not at firſt obſerved b, 
4 uaman; but ſome of the Attendants, who were deſirous of obliging the 
1 Court- Favourite, informed Haman, that Mordecai the Few refuſcd to pay 

him Reverence. This Inflamed the haughty Haman, who ſtraitway me 

ditated Revenge; but ſuch a bloody one, as nothing between Man and 

bu Hebrew, as we have it in the nine firſt Chaps Greet Verſion, and placed all together by vt» 
_ + rers of St, Jerom's Verſion, Some Grecian Ferom, at the End of the Book, (tom tbe 


Yew afterwards made Additions, Which have twenty-fourth Verſe of the teoth Cheptes, 
been inſerted in their proper Places, in the 
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s well as wicked Undertaking; and Haman, to go 
i; called his People about him, and made them caſt the Lot before 
him from Day to Day, from the firſt Month to the Twelfth, that they 
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tone for the petty Slight of this aſpiring Wretch. This was a great 
ſurely to work in 


might know, what Month and Day would be moſt propitious to their 
Delign. So that Haman, to his Mortification, was forced to bear with 


Mordecaz's Contempt every Day for a Year. But at laſt Haman having 


fixed a Time, addreſſed the King, and obtained a Decree to put all the 
Jeus to Death throughout the King's Dominions. For this bloody Ex- 
ccution Letters were diſpatched to all the Governors of Provinces and 
Cities, ſealed with the King's Seal, which put the poor Jeros into a great 
perplexity and Fright, but eſpecially in the Royal City of Sbuſban, from 
whence this Decree was iſſued. None in that Place was more ſenſible 
of the diſmal Conſequences of this cruel Decree than Mordecai ; who 


rending His Cloths, and putting on Sackcloth and Aſhes, went through 


the City bemoaning the hard Fate that threatened him and his Country- 
men. This was ſoon taken Notice of, and reported to the Queen ; who 
not knowing the Occaſion, ſent Clothes to her Uncle, which he refuſed, 
ending Word by the Meſſenger the true Cauſe of his Mourning, and 
the Danger ſhe and all her Nation were in; and that unleſs ſhe immedi- 


ately repaired to the King, and interceded for them, they thould all be 
cut off. Eſther made a Difficulty to undertake the Affair, becauſe it 
was forbid any Perſon to come into the King's Preſence, without ſpecial 


Order, upon Pain of Death. Mordecai returned Anſwer, that ſhe ought 


ather to run the Hazard of her own Life, than ſuffer all her own Na- 
tion to periſh, This rouz'd Eſther, and ſhe ſent him Word to cauſe all 


the Jews in Shuſhan to faſt three Days, as ſhe would do; and after that 
ſhe would addreſs the King, tho' it was againſt the & Law, let what 
would happen. At the End of this Faſt ſhe dreſs'd herſelf in her 
Royal Robes, and going to the King's Apartment, made a Stop uſt as 


t Nation, The fifty thouſand that went 8 Law. It was a Rule in the Per/iav 
With Zorobabel to te. build Jeruſalem and the Court, that whoſoever did come to the King 
1 emple, were not all that were left of the in the inner Court uncalled, was liable by 
jew Nation, to be ſure; for we may ra- | the Law to be put to Death ; except ſuch 
iter ſuppoſe, that they multiplied at Baby/on to whom, as a peculiar Favour, the King 
niteed of diminiſhing. For Ezra the Scribe, ſhould hold forth- the Golden Sceptre, Elb. 
ind ſeveral others returned after the Temple 4. 11, - 
vas finiſh'd and dedicated. See Eur. 7. 1. 
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Man could deſerve; for no leſs than a whole 


+ Nation muſt bleedutd 
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A Complat HISTORY Book VII 
he tame in Sight of the King, who immediately held out his Sceptre ty 
her, and afk'd her what ſhe requeſted of him. This incourag'd her to a8. 
proach nearer, and ſhe touching the End of the Sceptre, he told her 
bo would grant her Requeſt, tho* it coſt half his Kingdom. Upon this 


9 


- 


| | the told him, ſhe defired him and Haman to come and partake of a Ban. 


quet ſhe. had provided for them. Her Requeſt was ſo much the more ac. 
ceptable to the King in that ſhe had invited his Favourite Haman , wh, 


| tho! he was a conſtant Companion of the Royal Debauches, was not x 


this Time preſent with his luxurious Maſter ; wherefore the King gave 


Order, that Haman ſhould have ſpeedy Notice, that he might attend the 
| Queen's Invitation. All Things being prepared, and the Gueſts fat, the 
King was ſo well pleaſed with his Entertainment, that he again repeat- 
ed his former Promiſe of granting the Queen whatſoever ſhe ſhould aſk. 
even to the Half of the Kingdom. The Queen not thinking this a pro- 
per Time to open the Secret to the King, deſir'd the King and Haman's 
Company once more the next Day to a Banquet, and then ſhe would tel! 

Him her Requeſt. ' The King readily conſented, and fo the Company 


for that Time broke up. 


Haman not a little pleas'd that he ſhould be thus diſtinguiſh'd, not | 


only by the King, but by the Queeen too, form'd ſtrange Notions of fu- 


ture Happineſs to himſelf, and went out of the Preſence ſo elevated, that 
| he expected nothing leſs than the Reſpe&t due to him, as the ſecond 


Perſon in the Kingdom. As he paſs'd, all paid him the moſt profound 
Reverence, except Mordecai, who took no Notice of this gaudy Cour- 
tier ; which ſtung the haughty Favourite to the Heart, However, he 
conceal'd his Reſentment, and when he was come Home, he began to 
pride himſelf in his proſperous Condition, and recounting to his Family 
the Honours the King had heap'd yo rhe him, he told them how the 
Queen had diſtinguiſh'd him above all the Court, inviting him only to 
accompany the King to a Banquet, and that To-morrow he was to attend 
her again upon a ſecond Invitation. “ Yet, ſaid he, what Pleaſure 1s 
« this, ſo long as I ſee the hated Mordecai, who ſhews me no Reſpect. 
His Friends concur with him in his Reſentment, and to make ſhort 


Work with Mordecai, adviſe Haman to order a Gibbet fifty Cubits 


high to be prepared, and to petition the King, that Mordecai might thc 


next Day be hang'd on it. Haman, who vainly imagin'd the King would 


not deny him ſuch a Trifle as a wretched Few's Life, approv'd the Pro. 
je, and the Gibbet was ſet up. 2 
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ſon of the w o Chamberlains, that had conſpired againſt the King, he 


prevented him, by aſking him, What Honour ſhould be beſtow'd on the 
therefore thus adviſed.the King: Let the Man, whom the King de- 
„the Reins, walking before him, and proclaiming, Thus ſhall it be done 


ſooner delivered his Advice, but the King, quite contrary to his Hope 


do juſt as he had ſaid to Mordecai the Jero, charging him not to fail in- 


tis Enemy. They conſidering the Condition of the Man, told him the 
Fate of declining Favourites, and that if Mordecai was a Jew, he would 


21 

But God was pleaſed to diſpoſe Matters otherwiſe than this proud 
son of Agag had done: For it happen'd that the Night before this En- 
tertainment was to have been, a ſudden Inquietude ſeiz'd the King, ſo 
that he could not ſleep ; wherefore to divert himſelf he called for the 
Annals of his Reign, and order'd one to read them to him; who com 
ing to that Paſſage which mention'd Mordecat's Diſcovery of the Trea-- 
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aſked, What Reward had been beſtow'd on Mordecai for that Service? 
They told him, None. Whereupon the King aſked, Who waited: - 
without? They told him, Haman ; whom he order'd to be call'd in. 
Haman, whoſe Reſentment had kept him as wakeful as the King's In- 
quietude had him, was come early to Court, to petition that Mordecat 
might be hang'd on the Gibbet he had provided; and being call'd into 
the Preſence by the King's Command, he doubted not in the leaſt of 
having his Petition anſwered. But as full of Hope as he was, the King - 


Man the King delighted to diſtinguiſh ? Haman vainly concluding him 
ſelf the happy Man, reſolved not to be wanting in laying it on, and 


<> its * — — 5 8 — © * 75 
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« ſigns to: honour, be cloathed in the Royal Garments, be mounted on - 
the ſame Horſe the King uſes to ride on, have the Royal Diadem ſet 
on his Head, and the chief Man in the Kingdom lead the Horſe by 


* to the Man, whom the King delights to honour.” Haman had no 
ind Expectation, bid him get the Horſe, Apparel and Diadem ready, and 


the leaſt Part of it. This cut the proud Hamam to the Heart, whoſe- 
Thoughts at that Time were imployed wholly on his own Advancement, . 
But the King's Word was a Law, as he knew there was no diſputing it. 
Therefore he was forced to obey, and attend Mordecai in the Form him-- 
ſelf had preſcribed, proclaiming before him all the Way he went, Thus 
ſhall it be done to the Man, whom the King delights to honour. The 
Ceremony being over, Mordecai return'd to his Poſt at the Palace Gate; 
and Haman in great Diſcontent haſtened Home; where he related to his 
Family the Diſgrace he had ſuffered, in being forced. to do, Honour to 
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ſome baſe Deſign on her, cried out in a Rage, Will he raviſh the 


Queen before my Face? No ſooner were the Words paſs d his 
Lips, but Haman's Face was covered, which was a ſure Token of Death 
to him, and Harbonab the Eunuch, having Notice of Hamarn's Deſigi 
upon Mordecai, told the King that Haman had prepared a Gibbet fit) 
Feet high to hang Mordecai upon; which the King hearing, command- 


ed them to hang Haman upon it. Execution thus done on Hamam, the 


King gave his Eſtate to the Queen, which ſhe diſpoſed of to Morea; 
to whom the King, in Conſideration of his former Service, and rclation 
to the Queen, gave his Ring, as he had before done to Haman. Put 


. notwithſtanding Haman was removed, the Decree againſt the Few: re- 


mained in Force, wherefore the Queen deſired the King to recal it; 
which he not only granted, but put out another Edict, giving Leave to 
the Fews to take Revenge on their Enemies the ſame Day. Purtuant 
to that Order the Jews flew their Enemies and Perſecutors in SH, 
in which Number fell Haman's ten Sons, and throughout all other Che 
ties of Aſhria. Ever ſince the Fews have kept a ſolemn Feſtival in 
Memory of this ſignal Deliverance on the fourteenth and fifteenth of the 


Month Adar, which was called the Feaſt of“ Lots. But let us retum 


to Feruſalem. 
| S 4 i The 


* Lots. See E/th. 3. 7. and the Note livery from Haman, by whom Lots were cal 


with this mark {| in Page 417. It was called Day by Day, and Month by Month, for the 


the Feaſt of Purim, from the Perſian Word Deſtruction of them, It was ordered to be "it 
Pur, which ſignifies a Lot, It was inftituted two Days for this Reaſon: The Fews al Su. 


by MNordecai in Remembrance of the Jets De- han had two Days allow'd them to _ 


as ek | | f 


zook VII. of the HOLY BIBLE. 423 
The Building of the City and Temple of Jeruſalem having been de- 
hyed for many Years, was at laſt ſet on Foot again in the ſecond Yea! 
of (e) Darius, at the Inſtigation of the two Prophets, Haggai and Ze- 


the Court, they concluded that this was not the (5) Time the Lord had 
decreed for the re-building his Houſe : Though at the fame Time they 
built (e) Houſes for themſelves. For this the Prophet Haggai reproved 
ing to their Neglect in going on with the Lord's Houſe. This rouz'd 


ſolre to make Amends by their future Obedience, reſuming their Work 


phet Haggal was again ſent to them, to aſſure them that the Lord was 
with them in this Undertaking : And that, notwithſtanding the former 


cbary. For being diſcouraged by the Samaritans, and the Prohibition from 
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them, telling them, that their want of Succeſs in other Things was o -- 


* 
1 —  — — 


both the Governor and People, who being ſenſible of their Neglect, re- 


wich great Alacrity; and to continue them in this good Temper, the Pro- 
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themſcives of their Enemies, but the reft of 
the Jzwws, in other Places, had but one. This 
cauſed at firſt ſome Difference in their Time 
of Feaſting, For the Jews, in all other Parts 
of the Kingdom, having done Execution on 
their Enemies the thirteenth Day, kept their 
rjoicing Feaſt on the fourteenth, But the 
Tews at Shuſhan being ingaged both the thir- 


elves, kept the Feſtival for their Deliverance 
on the fifteenth Day, But afterwards, when 
Mordecai had made a Record of this great 
Deliverance, he ſent Letters to all the Few: 


eſtabliſh it as a ſtanding Ordinance among 
them, that they ſhould keep both the four- 
tenth and fifteenth Days of the Month Agar 
(which was the twelfth Month with them; 
and takes in Part of the twelfth, and Part of 
tne firſt Month with us) yearly, as the Days 
whereon the Fes reſted from their Enemies. 
This Mordecai eſtabliſhed, and being next in 
Pace and Power to the King, he wrote to the 
Jabs about it; and Queen Eſther wrote alſo 
with all Authority to confirm his Letters. The 
Jews thereupon, in all Places, took it as an 
Obligation upon them and their Poſterity, that 
ltey would, without fail, keep theſe two Days, 


55 


teenth and fourteenth Days in defending them- 


throughout the Dominions of Abaſuerus, to 


5.9 


Temple far exceeded what this was like to be, yet if they continued obe- 


at the appointed Time every Year ; in every 
Family, Province, and City, to be a Memo- 
rial of their Deliverance, to them and their 


Poſterity for ever. In theſe two Days they 
read the Hiftory of E/ther in their Synagogues ; 
and as often as they hear the Name of Ha- 


man mention'd, they do with their Fiſts and 
Hammers beat upon the Benches and Boaids, 
as if they did knock upon Haman's Head. 


(a) Darius. This, as J have before ſaid 
in the Note with this mark || in Page 417, muſt. 


be Darius Nothus, and not Darius Lengima- 
nus, whom ſome will have to be E/fther's 
Son; for the Prophets Haggai and Zechary 
are not mentioned till Darius Nothus's Reign, 
in the ſecond Year of which, the Building 
of both City and Temple went forward; and 
Darius Longimanus reigning Thirty nine or 


forty Years, it is ſcarcely ſuppos'd it begun to 


go forward in his Reign. Beſides, it Darius 
Longimanus Was the Son of £Efther, it may 
give Occaſion of Wonder, that ſo good a 
Woman, and ſo zealous a Few as Mor decat, 
having ſuch Intereſt as they had with King 
Abaſuerus, ſhould not have promoted that 
Work. 

(b) Time. See Hag. 1. 2. 

(c Houſes, Ibid, ver. 4. 
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much, that it was near finiſh'd, when Tatnai, King Darius's Governor 


came and demanded by what Authority they rebuilt the Temple and 
17 the Wall about it, and would know the Names of the Undertakers. Ty. 


their Aim, and ſeeing the 


| up. another Prophet, Zachary, the Son of Barachiah, to incourage en 
in their Undertaking; in which neither Governor, High-Prieſt, n. Pe. 


they 


\ ACoripleat HTS TORY Bock vl 
Senn; he avid fill this Houſe: n 4 * greater Glory than he had dg 


ne 


eus tobe zealous and; diligent in building the Temple, the Lord raiſe 


ple were wanting, but every one in his Station for warded the Building ſo 


and other Enemies to the ews, having Notice of what they were doing, 


nai and his Friends thought to have frighted the Jenes from their Work 
with theſe Queſtions, but the Elders perſiſted, and the Prophets afliſted 
with their Prayers and good Inſtructions. Theſe Adverſaries miſſing of 
ews would not be frighted from their Work 
acquainted the King with the whole Matter in a (e) Letter to this Para 
pole: : That going to the Province of Judea, to the Houle of the great 
God, we found the Building in great Forwardneſs. Then aſking tlic 
Elders of the People, Who ſet them to Work, and their Names, that 
© we might certify to thee, O King, they returned us Anſwer ; That 
were the Servants of the God of Heaven and Earth; and we 
= . eee the Houſe, that was many Years ago built by a great King 
*« of Tjrael; but that their Fathers having provoked the Lord God of 


« 


* 


Iſrael by their accumulated Tranſgreſſions, he gave them into the Hand 


« of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, the Chaldean, who deſtroyed thi; 


Building, and carried the Inhabitants Captive to Babylon. But the creat 
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* Cyrus made a Decree in their Favour, impowering them to return 1 and 


any. external Pomp or Worldly Splendor ; for vens and Earth, the Sea and Land, and that 
in thoſe the old Temple, built by Salmon, the Defire of all Nations ſhould come. And 


rebuild their City and Temple, reſtoring to them all the ſacred Veſſes 


and Utenſils. Upon this Incouragement they laid the Foundation of 
this Houſe of God, that is in n which is now almoſt finiſh'd, 


0%) Greater, The Prophet here means not ber. 7, 8. he ſaid; be would ſhake the He- 


far exceeded the New, at the beſt. But he undoubtedly by moving the Nations, el. 8. G 
means by the greater G/ery, that Bleſſing of he meant the calling of the Gentiles, which 1 
Peace, Hag. 2. 10, which the World injoyed by 1/aiah,” and other Prophets, was always l 
at the Birth of the Prince of Peace, the Savi- joined with the Coming of the Meſji jab . And} 


our of the Warld; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, therefore nothing but this could be that 2729s 
that God by his Prophet would ſpeak ſo mag- ter Glory. 
ny of any worldly Splendor, when in 


(e Leiter. ”y Exra 5. 7: ec If 
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« Tf the King therefore pleaſe, let ſearch be made among the Records, 
« that we may know, whether any ſuch Decree was made by Cyrus ; and 
« let the King direct us what to do in this Affair.“ Search accordingly 
was made, and in Echbatane the Decree of Cyrus for re- building the 
Temple and City of Jeruſalem was found; which when Kiag Darius 
had read, he gave a ſtrict Charge to Tatnar, and his other Officers, not 
to moleſt or diſturb the Jews in their Work; and, to make them ſenſi- 
ble of his good Inclination to the Fews, he order'd Tatnai and his other 


for that Uſe, and to furniſh them with Materials for the ſame ; and if 
they wanted Beaſts for Sacrifice, or any Proviſions of Corn, Salt, Wine, 
or Oil, to diſtribute to them according to the Direction of the Prieſts that 
were at Feruſalem: And all this to be done upon the Penalty of having 
their Houſes pulled down and made a Dunghil, and themſelves hanged. 


eus with all Neceſſaries, and the Work went on ſo profperouſly and 
ſpeedily, that in the fixth Year of Darius it was finith d.“ After which, 
thoſe of the. Captivity, and thoſe that they had proſelyted from the Idola- 
try of the Heathen, celebrated the Feaſt of the /) Dedication of the Tem- 
ple with great Joy, offering a hundred Bullocks, two hundred Rams, 


the twelve Tribes of ael: And having ſettled the Prieſts and 
Levites in their Order for the Service of God, they kept the Paſſover at 


four hundred Lambs, and twelve Goats, according to the Number of 


* After. Before this, viz, in the fourth 
Year of Darius, the Jews in Captivity had 
ſent a Meſlage to Jeruſalem, to know how 
they were to behave themſelves in Relation to 
their former Faſts, now that the Temple was 
e-ouilcing ? (The ſeveral Faſts they had kept 
Were on certain mourntul Occaſions; as par- 
ticularly that Faſt in the fifth Month, which 
Was for the Deſttuction of the Temple, and 


Geda/iah their Governor, Jer. 52. 12. and 
41-1, 2.) To this the Lord returned An- 
zer by his Prophet Zechary, chap. 7. ver. 5, 
Ee. That they had not in thoſe Faſts obſerved 
b lil. (rather depioring their calamitous Con- 
tion, than bumbling themſelves by Repen- 
ance; and that it would pleaſe him better to 


that in the ſeventh Month for the Murder of 


= 
” N 
* N f 
. \ * 


Governors to advance Money out of the ſeveral Tributes in their Diſtricts 


Theſe Men readyly complied with the King's Command, furniſhing the 


the uſual Time, and the Feaſt of unleavened Bread ſcven Days, for Joy 


ſee them execute true Judgment, and ſbeus 
Mercy and Compaſſion one towards another, and 


abſtain from oppreſſing the Widow, the Fat her- 
leſs, the Stranger and the Poor, and from ima- 
gining Evil one againſt another, 


V Dedication. The Feaſt of Dedication is 


termed in the New Teftament Enkainia, a 


Feaſt wherein ſomething is renewed ; becauſe 
thoſe Fhings only are reputed conſecrated, 
which arc ſeperated from their common, and 
dedicated to ſome new and holy Uſe. We 
read of many Things conſecrated in the Old 
Feſtament; as the Tabernacie, the Jemple, 


Prieſts, Altars, Veſſels, and Garments: But 


there was no Anniverfary or yearly Solemnity 
appointed to be obſerved in Remembrance 
of their Confecration, | 


that 
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F . that che Lord had inclined the Heart of the King to incourage and ,g;q 
chem in the e Houſe of the Lord God of Tae. 


i The Temple being finifſh'd, (g) Ezra a Prieſt and Scribe, hens in 
= the Law of. God, who had hitherto continued at Babylon, with others of 
1 the Captivity, which had not yet returned, having obtained Leave of the 
it King, prepared to go to Feruſalem. To this the King not only readily 


1 he ſhould think neceſſary both for his Journey thither, and Service there . 
1 furniſhing him with Money to buy Cattle for Sacrifice, Proviſions of Corn. 
1 Wine, Oil and Salt, and giving him Credit. to take of his Treaſures in 
thoſe Parts to the Value of an (i) hundred Talents of Silver: Beſides which, 
he gave to the Prieſts, Levites, Singers, Porters, and (&) Nethinis or 


Cuſtom ; impowering Ezra at the ſame Time to appoint Magiſtrates 
and Judges over the People, to do Juſtice among them, and inſtruct thoſe 
that knew not the Law .of God. 92555 LES 

_ Ezra having returned Thanks to the Lord, who had thus mer. 
cifully inclined the King's Heart to beautify and adorn the Temple, and 


return to Jeruſalem with thoſe that were left at Babylon, being in Num- 
ber one thouſand, four hundred and ninty-ſix Males, With theſe he 
took his Way by the. River that runneth to Abava, where, incamping 
three Days he took an Account of the People, and finding no Lewes or 
Nethinims among them, he ſent back Eliezer and ſome others to ad, 


them ſome Officers fit for the Service of the Lord's Houſe ; upon which 
} they brought ſeveral Levites, and two hundred and twenty Neff to 
1 the Camp. And now Ezra, conſidering the great Charge of Money and 
| Plate they had with them, and to what Dangers they might be cxpoſzd 
in their March, proclaimed a Faſt, to implore the divine Protection o- 
ver them and their Subſtance, For though he might, for aſking, have 
| had a Convoy from the King, yet remembring he had told the King, that 
the (J Hand of their God would be upon them, he declined it. Ihere. 


(g) Exra. | See his Geneology deduced from () Nethinims, Theſe were Unc: Ozhces 


Aaron, chap. 7. 3 | for the more ſervile Work of ihe Ten 
( Commiſſun, See Ezra 7. 12, ſuch as the fraudelent Gibeonites were it ap. 
i) Hundred, Sc. That is, Thirty ſeven pointed to. . 
thouſand, five hundred Pounds. (1) Hand, See Exre 7. 28. and -A. 15 
as . 0 | 


conſented, but gave him an ample () Commiſſion to take with him What 


Miniſters of the Houſe of God, an Indemnity from all Toll, Tribute or 


given him Favour in the Eyes of the King and his Princes, prepared to 


who was chief of the Nethinims at Caſiphia, requiring him to ſend with 


il ne 8 oo ms 4+ ado. | — 
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| fore having faſteſ and prayed on this Occaſion, they ſet forward; and 
Esra having delivered by Weight to twelve of the Prieſts, the Gold, 


Silver, and Veſſels, which the King and his Counſellors, and others, 
had given him as an Offering to the Houſe of the Lord, he. injoined 


| them to keep this (n Treaſure ſafe, till they came to Feru/alem, and 


there to deliver it 


deliver it by Weight to the Chief of the Prieſts and Le- 


vites, as they had received it of him. | 112 8 1 
As Ezra, had apprehended, they were in Danger on their March, 
for they were (u) Way-laid ; but God was with them and preferv'd 
them, and after a Journey of four Months, they arrived ſafe at Je- 
ruſalem, where having refreſhed themſelyes three Days, they delivered 
the Treaſure by Weight in the Houſe of the Lord to thoſe Prieſts 
that were appointed to receive it, and an Inventory of the Number and 
Weight was taken. Then they offer'd a Burnt-Offering of twelve Bul- 
locks for the twelve Tribes, ninety-ſix Rams, ſeventy Lambs, and twelve 
He-Goats. After which Ezra deliver'd the King's Commiſion to the 
Ohcers, who in Obedience to it, furniſh'd the People with all Things 
neceſſary for the Service of the Temple. 2325 7 
Soon after this, ſome of the chief Mraclites complain'd to Ezra, that 
the Prieſts, Levites, and People, had not ſeparated themſelves from the 
Abominations of the ancient (o Natives; but had taken their Daughters 


for Wives to themſelves, and Sons. This threw Ezra into fo violent 


a Fit of Grief, that he tore off the Hair of his Head and Beard, and 
they that had any Fear or Concern on them, aſſembled to him, and 
bemoaned the Tranſgreſſion of thoſe that had been Captives, and were 
ately -drawn into theſe: wicked Practices; and Ezra, having continued 
n a forrowful Poſture till the Time of Evening Sacrifice, then fell on 


| his Knees, and ſpreading out his Hands to the Lord, made this hum- 
ble ( Confeſſion and Prayer. Our Treſpaſs is fo great, that I am 
|* aſhamed to look up to thee, O Lord, We have been Sinners from 


427 
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n) Treaſure. This Treaſure was of a 
confiderable Value: For their were fix hun- 
ned and fifty Talents of Silver, which t 
tree hundred ſeventy ve Pounds to the 
Talent, make two hundred, forty three 
bouland, ſeven bundred and fifty Pounds. 
The Silver Veſſels weighed a hundred Ta- 
ents, which came to thirty ſeven- thouſand 


nd five hundred Pounds. T'he Gold in Coin 


was an hundred Talents, which, at four thou- 


nd five hundred. Pounds each Talent, made 


NuMB. LVI. 1 8 


four hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds, Be- 
fides which, there were twenty Bafons of 
Gold of a thouſand Drams, and two Veſ- 
fels of fine Copper, as valuable as Gold. 
(n) Way laid. See Ezra 8. 31. 
(o) Natives Theſe were the Cancan!ey, 


Hittites, Perizzites, TJebufites, Ammonites, 


Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites ; with whom 
the 1/raclites were expreſly forbidden all Man- 
ner of Converſation, Deut. 7. 3, Se. 

(D Confeſſion, See ER 9. 6. 
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B 
the Beginning; for which thou didſt deliver our Kings and Prieſts W 
into the Hands of the Heathen Kings. But thou haſt ſhewed us Pa. pu 
vour in our Captivity, and inclined the Hearts of the Kings of Pe, as 
% to be mercitul to us, and reſtore us to Jeruſalem. And now, what 
„ ſhall we fay for our ingrateful Diſobedience in neglecting thy Com- Ci 
% mandments? Thou haſt forbid us to defile ourſelves with the 4. | 
** bominations of the People of the Land; to marry their Daughters, w] 
or partake of their Wealth; and yet we have broke thy Commandment, of 
and made Affinity with them. Thou mayeſt juſtly be angry with us, da 
** till thou haſt conſumed us: But thou, O Lord, art righteous, for we H 
remain, as appears this Day. Behold, we are before thee in our Sins, ler 
** by Reaſon of which we cannot juſtify ourſelves.” Ezra having end- R 
| ed this Confeſſion in a Shower of Tears, the Lord was pleaſed ſo to ſe 
[ influence the Minds of the People, that they likewiſe wept ; which Wl di 
when Shechamah, a Man of Condition in Jrael, obſerv'd, he, in behalf to 
| of himſelf and the People, thus addreſſed himſelf to Ezra. © We have N 
| s finned in taking Strangers to our Wives: Yet conſidering the Di- Wl :d 
| e poſition of the People to repent, there is Hope in T#ael, that God at 
| © will be merciful. Let us therefore make a Covenant with our God, an 
| * to put away all the ſtrange Wives and their Children, and do thou th 
| © ſee that it be done as the Law obligeth.” Accordingly Ezra caulcd & 
[* Proclamation to be made throughout all Judab and Feruſalem, that ra 
| they ſhould meet at Jeruſalem within three Days, upon Penalty of Wi ti 
| ( Confiſcation of all their Subſtance, and Excommunication. Upon fi 
=» the Summons they all met at Feru/alem, and ſtanding in the Streets, i 
i * » they trembled, partly through Guilt, and partly through Cold, for it was of 
i a very wet Seaſon. Then Ezra repeating, the Occaſion of their al. {a 
| ſembling, they promiſed to do as he would have them; but defired him 
i to conſider the great Number of thoſe that had tranſgreſſed in this Ting, WI n 
the Inconveniency of the wet Seaſon, and that it was not the Work of of 
| one Day. Therefore they deſired, that their Rulers might anſwer to: 8 
| them; and that all they, who in the ſeveral Cities had taken ſtrange e 
Wives, ſhould come at appointed Times, and with them the Elders of WiÞ © 


every City, to certify that theſe were all that were guilty in that Place. 
And fo proceed till the Lord was appeaſed. This was approved, aud 
certain chief Men of Trae! were deputed to inſpect the Matter ti 
was over: After which they took a Liſt of all that had taken rang 
20 Confiſcation, See Ezra 10, 8, Wives 

b | | | by Vives, 
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Wives, and they obliged them to give their /-) Hands, that they would 

put them away,” which being done, they offered a Treſpaſs-Offering, 

as the Law required, and fo the Matter ended. 

Zorobabel the Governor being now dead, and the Adminiſtration of 

Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtick Affairs going through Ezra's Hands, God 

| was pleaſed to relieve him, by joining another in Commiſſion with him, 

which was (s) Nehemiah, a Captive ew, and Favourite of the King 

of Perfa. It happened one Day, that Nehemiah ſaw ſome Men of Ju- 

gab, who had been at Jeruſelem, and were come back again to Chaldea. 


« He aſked them of the Welfare of their Brethren that were in Feruſa- 

J m; who told him, that they were in great Affliction, and under great 

| Reproach from their (7) Enemies, to whoſe Infults they were daily expo- 

0 ed, becauſe the (v) Walls of the City remained in their ruinous Con- 

h dition, and the Gates which had been burnt, when Nebuchadnezzar 114 
if took it, lay juſt as they were. This melancholy Acount drew Tears from * 
e Nehemiab's Eyes, and preparing himſelf by Mourning and Faſting, he 1 
{- addreſſed himſelf to God in Prayer, in behalf of his diſtreſſed Brethren "16 
d at Jeruſalem, acknowledging their Faults, deprecating God's Judgments, 3h 
d, and begging a favourable Audience of: the King, to whom he intended 47 
) that Day to apply. Nehemiab's long Courſe of Mourning and pungent (134 
: dorrowy for the fad State of his Countrymen, had made ſuch an Alte- 34 
at ration in his Face, that when it came to his Turn to give the King N 
of the () Cup, the King took Notice of it, and aſked the Cauſe. At 11 
n firſt Nebemiab was ſtruck with Fear; but conſidering the King's Fa- — 4 
ts, your to him, he makes Uſe of the Opportunity, and diſcovers the Cauſe 1 
a8 of his Grief; telling him his Countenance could not be otherwiſe than N. 
1 kad, whilſt the City and Place of his Fathers Sepulchres lay waſte, and | hl 
5 (r) Hands, This was a Certain Ceremo- ing the Temple, after they refuſed to join ; | 
85 ty of giving Security, for the Confirmation with them. 144 
of | of any Covenant; as in Exe. 17. 18. ( Halls. It is very likely that the Walls [14 
for (s) Nehemiah, Some will needs have this of Jeruſalem bad not been rebuilt from the 1. 
- Nehemiah to be the fame with Ezra; which the demoliſhing of them by the Chaldean: ; q. 14 
86 einnot be; for he was a Companion part of and tho? Cyrut, at the Diffoluiion of the 9.4 
o: Bl te Time with Ezra; and his ſpeaking of Captivity, did give Leave to rebuild the em- 13 
ce. Kea in the third Perſon, as he does, chap. ple, yet he did not allow the ſame for the 

id ver. 65, and chap. 8. ver. g. and of him- City; and probably for this Reaſon, becaule 

a3 ſif in the firſt Perſon chap. 1. ver. 1. ſhews they were very ſubject to revolt, and there- 

It be was Nebemiab diſtin from Ezra. {ore not fit to be truſted whh Fortifications. 


be Samaritans, who oppoſed their Rebuild- 


it) Enemies, Probably the Sqraritarns, or 
ler Enemies of the Fews : But chiefly 


(h Cup, See Nebem. 2, 1. By which 


it appears he muſt have been Cup-bearer, or - 


in ſome Office near the King's Perfon. 
? 
fe 
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aſked him, What he requeſted of him? Nehemieh reply d, . That tha, 


vernors of his Provinces to fee him paſs fafely thro' their Diſtris , and 


| to the Keeper of his Foreſts to furniſh him with what Timber be 
| | ſhould require, not only for the Gate and Beams of the Wall, but fer 
| a Houſe for himſelf to dwell in, as Preſident of the Work, ſo long 
| as he ſhould have Occaſion to ſtay there. "og | 
| 
| 


came to Teruſalem, the People ſeeing with what Equipage he came, 


f mies of the Fews, hearing that he came upon ſome good Account to 


3 which they were, and exhorted them to aſſiſt in repairing the Breach- 
| es, that they might be no more expoſed to their Enemies. And to 
1 incourage them, he informed them how gracious God had been to chem 
| in giving them Inſtructions in this Affair, and how favourable tlie King 
1 had been to him in it. Then relating to them for their Confirmation, 
5 what had paſſed between the King and him concerning the Work, 


he ſhewed them the King's Commiſſion. This fo revived the poor Jens, 
that they joyfully and unanimouſly cried out, Let us riſe and build. 


| ſion; and ſeeing the People begin to clear the Ground, in order «© te- 


He had ſufficient Authority for what he did; adding, That the God of 
Heaven would proſper them, and they would perſiſt.“ But for you, 


Book VII. 


ce would'ſt ſend me to Jeruſalem, the City of my Fathers Sepulchtes 
that 1 may build it.“ He no ſooner made bis requeſt but it Wa, 
granted; for the King, unwilling to part with him for altogether, de. 
manding how long Time it would require to go and return: Ne4e-;;;, 
ſet the Time; and the King diſmiſſed him, with Letters to the Go. 


Nebemiah ſet out well attended, the King having ordered a Party 
of Horſe, commanded by ſeveral Officers, to guard him. When he 


received him with great Reſpect, only Sanballat, an Officer of the Ma- | 
bites, and Tobiab, a Man of Note among the Ammonites, two Fne- 


the Iſraelites, received him with Indifference. However, N W 
took no Notice of them, but having refreſhed him ſelf three Days, MW 
went out privately by Night to view the Dilapidations of the Place, 
which he found every where in a ruinous Condition, Having by 
this ſatisfied himſelf what was neceflary to be done, he ſummoncd WM 
the * together, put them in Mind of the deſolate Condition in 


Sanballat and Tobiah had not yet any Notice of Nehemiabs Commit 


build the Walls, they in Ridicule aſked them what they meant, 91% 
whether they had a Mind to turn Rebels? Nehemiah gravely reply, 


© {110 


1 
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« ſaid he, you have nothing to do with us, for you have no Right, 
Portion or Monument in FJFeruſalem, that you or your Anceſtors did 
« ever belong to ns.” Upon this theſe Enemies of the Jews were 
forced to deſſiſt, tho' much againſt their Will, for they durſt not refliſt 
the King's Authority ; and the People went on heartily with the Build- 
ing. Ehaſhib at the Head of the Prieſts ſet them a good Example, for 


they undertook the Building of the (*) Sheep-Gate, which was neareſt 
to the Temple, and which they ſoon finiſhed and dedicated. In Imi- 
tation of them, the reſt of the People (y) divided the- Work amongſt 


them; fome Parts were undertaken by private Families, ſome by Cor- 
porations; ſome by Companies or Trades; and ſome were fo zealous, 


that when they had finiſhed one Piece, they undertook another ; fo that 


the whole Work went on ſpeedily and ſucceſsfully. 

The Jeros going on fo chearfully in this Work, began to be for- 
midable to their troubleſome Neighbours ; but none reſented it fo much 
is Sanballat, and Tobiab, who indeavoured to diſturb them, by incen- 


; ing the Samaritans againſt them; in whoſe Hearing he ſaid, © What 


do theſe feeble Fews mean? Will they fortify themſelves ? Will they 
* ſacrifice ? Will they finiſh in a Day? Will they reduce theſe Heaps 
* of Rubbiſh to a regular Building? And to back him, in a ſcorn- 
ful drolling Way, ſaid, A Fox will demoliſh this Wall with her Foot.” 
Theſe Reproaches ſerved but to inflame Nehemrah's Zeal, who called for 
Vengeance on them that oppoſed the Work ; and ſtill incouraging the 
People to go on, in a ſhort Time the Wall was joined in all Parts, and 
raiſed to half its Height, This rouz'd Sanbaliat and Tobiah indecd ; 
who apprehending themſelves in Danger from the growing Greatneſs of 
lhe Fes, reſolve to put a Stop to their further Progreſs in Building. 
In order to which they ingaged in a cloſe Confederacy with the Arabi- 
ins, Ammonites and Aſbdodims, which they kept ſecret, intending to ſur- 
mize the Fews, demoliſh their Works, and put them all to the Sword. 
This Conſpiracy was not long a Secret; for the neighbouring Jes ha- 
ing Notice of the Deſign laid againſt their Brethren, informed them of 
he Danger they were in, and adviſed them to be upon their Guard; for 
the Enemy did not intend to attack them openly, but to ſurprize 
em. Nehemiah upon this Notice, firſt addreſſed himſelf in Prayer to 


(x) Sheep Gate. It was ſo called, becauſe the Sheep, which were to be ſacrificed, were 

douabt through it. | 

ly) Divided. See Nehem. 2. = 
56 . ood 
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God for Help, and then, ſending out Scouts to obſerve the Motions 
and diſcover the Approaches of the Enemy, placed a Guard well armed 
with Swords, Spears and Bows, to defend and incourage the Workmen. 
After this Nehemiah went often in Perſon amongſt them, and by Pre. 
cept and his own Example incouraged them to truſt in the Lord, who 
had hitherto protected them, putting them in Mind that they tought | 
for their Wives, Brethren and Children, f 

In this Poſture of Defence they continued, till they underſtood, that 1 
Sanballat and his Party, finding their Deſign diſcovered, and the Jens dite 
prepared to receive them, had laid aſide their Expedition. Upon which WM &r 

the Jews returned to their Work, but with ſuch Caution, that, 0 pre- Exe 
vent any Surprize, they wrought with their Weapons by them, and the WI « þ 
Overſeers of the Works ſtood by them with their Swords by their Sides, t 
And becauſe, by Reaſon of the Length of the Wall, the Workmen were Wl « 7 


wer 
on 
nea! 
thre 
wer 
as 
mor 
juſt! 


obliged to be at ſome Diſtance one from another, Nehemiah hid or- that 
dered a Trumpet always to attend him, giving Inſtructions to the People, oft 
that whereſoever they ſhould hear the Sound of the Trumpet, they ther 
ſhould repair thither to relieve them that were ingaged, aſſuring them | deſi 


for their Comfort, that their God would fight for them. And to let Bret 
them ſee, that himſelf would do his Part in this Work, Nehemiah aud agred 
his Guards would not put off their Clothes, except to ſhift themielves ed! 
for waſhing. VVG S Wit 

But whilſt they were all thus buſily imployed in Building, a Sort of thin 
Mutiny broke out among the Common People, which might have been The 
of fatal Conſequence, if it had not been timely compoſed. The poor- obſe 
er Sort of People being continually ingaged in the publick Buildings, WI he | 
had not (“) Time to cultivate and improve their own Eſtates, by which WW id, 
Means they were reduced to great Straights, and Proviſions grew very Wl « $ 
ſcarce and dear; and the Rich, who by the (2) Law ought to have WW «© & 
ſupported and cheriſhed them, oppreſſed them with unreaſonable Utury. D 
This the poor Jews had long indured ; having in this Time taken up Wil ; 
Corn upon Credit, and not being able to pay, were forced to mortgage Offc 
their Lands, Vineyards, Olive-yards and Houſes, to buy Proviſions a1 Wl & 5 


| 1 | | | 1 75 ; ; Fe ; pets, 
(*) Time. This Scarcity is not to be ſup- bylen, when they began to build the Ten” 35 | xddre 


poſed to have been occafion'd from the Neg- which was above four Years before. Benner, bor i. 
ject of the Ground, during the Time that the Building of the Wall took up but (WOT Chaki 
the Walls of Feruſalem were rebuilding; but and fifty Days. See. Nebem. 6. 15. bey 
ſrom the Return of the Hraclites from Ba- (2) Law. See Deut. 15. 7, 8. een. 
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were ſo hard preſſed, that they had been forced to take up Money up- 
on their Lands to pay the King's (a) Tribute. But that which went 
neareſt to them was, they had by the unlawful Exactions of their Bre- 
thren been compelled to ſubject their dear Children to Bondage, and 


were not able to ranſom them, becauſe the rich Jews had their Lands. 


Nebemiah was very much troubled to hear this Complaint, but much 
more for the Cauſe of it; and to put an End to theſe unnatural and un- 
juſtifiable Practices, he ſummon'd the People of all Degrees and Con- 
ditions to a general Aſſembly ; where he ſeverely chid the richer Sort 


for oppreſſing their poor Brethren, and reproaching them by his own 
Example, he thus addreſs'd himſelf to them: © According to our A- 


« bility, we have redeem'd our Brethren the Fews, which were fold 
„to the Heathen ; and will you fell your Brethren, or ſhall they be 
« ſold to us? This was ſo home a Truth upon the oppreſſing Fews, 
that they could make no Reply: And Nehemiab, taking the Advantage 


of their Confuſion, told them they did ill in theſe Things, and made 


themſelves a Scandal to the Heathen their Enemies, adviſing them to 


dęſiſt from theſe baſe Practices of Uſury, and reſtore to their oppreſsd 


Brethren their Lands, Vineyards, Olive- yards and Houſes, and the hun- 
dredth Part of the Money, Corn, Oil and Wine, which they had exact- 
ed from them. The Accuſation being true, and all, that Nehemiah had 


urg d, Matter of Fact, they promis'd to reſtore them, and require no- 


thing more of them, but to ſtand to what Nehemiah ſhould decrce. 
Then Nehemiah, to hold them to their Promiſe, made them ſwear to 
obſerve it; and to oblige them to a ſtrict Performance of their Oath, 
he (5) ſhook the middle Part of his Veſt, by Way of Imprecation, and 


faid, © So God ſhake out every Man from his Houſe, and from his 


« Service, that performeth not this Promiſe ; even thus let him be ſha- 


la) Tribute. To this all the Jews were remain there, And this was a juſt Judgment 
ſubject, Ezra 4. 13. except the Prieſts, and againſt the covetous Uſurers, who with great 


Officers belonging w the Service of the Houſe Difficulty could be perſuaded to give any 


of God, Ezra 7. 24. thing of their great Abundance to the Sup- 


() Shock It was cuſtomary with the Pro- port of the Poor: But God, by ſome hid- 


thets, as Jſaiab, Jeremy, &c. not only to den, or unforeſeen Puniſhment or Accident, 
zidreſs themſelve to the People io Words, could ſhake out their Wealth, tho* againſt 
but in Signs. Thus here, Nehem. 5. 13. the their Will, to the Relief of the Needy. 
Shaking of his Lap, was an Emblem, that (e) Empty. That is, ſhall be deprived of 
they who violated this Oath ſhould be ſha- all the Fruit and Product of his Labour and 
zen off from the Protection of God, as he Income, as a Garment, when it is ſhaken, 
hook his Lap, by which Action nothing could has nothing in it. 
praiſed 


ken out, and be made (e) empty.” To this they all agreed, and 


—ͤ— — — 


—— 
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praiſed God, and did according to their Promiſe. And to inforce his 
Admonitions and good Precepts the more, he did not, after the Exam. 

| | ple of the former Governors, his Predeceſſors, exact the daily Revenue 

4 of (d) forty Shekels of Silver, and the conſtant Furniture of his Table 

3 with Proviſions ; but remitted them, and all other Advantages, which 

might be burdenſome and chargeable to the People: And during the 
whole Time of his Government, which was twelve Years, he was 6. 
far from purchaſing any Land, or reaping any Benefit at the Expence of 
the People, that he not only refuſed the Allowance which was due to 
him, as Governor, from the People, but at his own Charge kept open 
Houſe, entertaining daily at his Table a hundred and fifty of the Fo; 
and their Rulers, beſides Strangers; for which he conſtantly allowed one 
Ox, fix fat Sheep, beſides Fowl in proportion, and every tenth Day Wine 
of all Sorts. This generous Treatment of Nehemiah fo took with the |} 
Fews, that they went on chearfully with the Work, and finiſh'd the 
Wall, only the Gates were not hung, The ſucceſsful Management 
of Nehemiah in carrying on, and finiſhing this mighty Wall, ſet the 
_ reſtleſs Minds of Sanballat, Tobiab, and Geſbem at work, who, conclud. 
ing, that ſo long as he liv'd, the Fews would be too powerful for 
their Neighbours, reſolve, by ſome Stratagem or other, to take hin off, | 
which they knew by open Force they were not able to do. Intend- 
ing therefore by an outward Shew of Civility to betray him, they 
ſent to invite him to a Conference in one of the Villages in the Plain 
of Ono, a Place belonging to the Tribe of Benjamin, defigning. when 
they had him there, to do him a Miſchief, But whether Vegi 
ſuſpected their Malice in this, or not, it is certain he excuſed him- 
ſelf upon the Account of the great Work he had in hand, which muſt 
ſtop if he ſhould be abſent ; and therefore he ſent Word he was not 
at Leiſure, This Meſſage they four Times repeated, and he as often 
return'd them the ſame Anſwer ; but at laſt Sanballat, perceiving that | 
Nehemiah was too cautious to be inſnared by a general Invitation, re- 
ſolves to try him by a more perſonal Expedient, that ſhould immedi- 
ately concern him, and on pretence of clearing himſelf from an Ac- 
cuſation, of no leſs than Treaſon, oblige him to come to him. Ther- 
fore the fifth Time he ſent his Servant with a Letter in his Hand, but 

Open, to this Purpoſe : © It is reported among the Heathen, and Ge 

fem affirms it, That Thou and the Jeus intend to rebel; for which 


4) Forty Shetels, That is, Fifty Shillings, 


&« fCauſe 


« And then haſt alſo appo 


they are the Inventions of thy 


mah to g 


cure themſelves by ſhutting 


ning him from all their 


(e Secure, The Temple was much ſtrong- 


were not hung. 
(f) Deſign. Shemajah might do this to ren- 


Perſon when once he had him within the Tem- 
ple, and with the Help ot other Confpirators 
deliver him up to the Enemy, Or that by 
tis thus hiding himſelf he might incourage 
de Enemy, and diſcourage the Jews, who 
dy theſe Means would leave the Work un- 
lniſh'd. a 
-- NumB, LVII, 


« Cauſe thou haſt built this Wall 


er than the City, becauſe as yet the Gates 


der Nebemah contemptible to fis Friends, if 
he had thro* Fear gone into the Temple: 
Or he might have a Deſign to ſeize Nehemiab's 
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, that Thou may'ſt be their King. 
| h inted Prophets to pr 

ſalem; and to lay, There is a King in Judah, Theſe Things, Thou 
„ may'it expect, will come to the King's Ear: Wherefore come now, 
and let us confult what is fit to be done.” 
own Innocence, eaſily faw through this ſhallow Contrivance, and bei 
reſolv'd to make an End of the Work he had ſo ſucceſsfully 
carried on, return'd this ſhort and contem ptuous Anſwer to the perfidi- 
ous Saubullat: There are no ſuch Things done as thou ſayſt, but 
| own Heart,” 
Sanballat, and his Friends are reſolv'd to 


of Thee at Feru- 


begun and 


try ſome other Way to 


betray the good Nehemiah ; and therefore bribing to their Intereſt Sb e- 
najah, the Son of Delajab the Prieſt, who was a Friend of Nehemiah, 
they queſtion'd not to ſucceed at laſt, To his Houſe Shemajah re- 
pair'd, after he had given Sanballat his laſt Anſwer ; but found him 
nut up, under Pretence of a Vow, as he faid, for the Safety of Ne- 
bemiab; and pretending to propheſy that his Enemies would make an 
Attempt to murder him that Night, he would have perſwaded Nehe- 
with him into the inner Part of the Temple, and (e) ſe- 
the Doors. Nehemiah did not at firſt ap- 
prchend falſe Shemajab's () Deſign ; however, from a Senſe of Reli- 
gion and Honour he declared he would not 
Shemaj@h with Diſdain, It did not become a Man in his Poſt to take 
Refuge. After this Nebemiab diſcover d the whole Plot, and that She- 
najab had been bribed by Sanballat and his Party; and God preſer- 

+ reachery, he in (g) two and fifty Days com- 


quit his Station, telling 


pleated 


g) Tus and fifty. Interpreters have not 
yet agreed from whence to begin this Com- 
putation, Tremellius and Tunis would begin 
theſe two and fifty Days, after the Stone Wall 
was built. Others, that they began after Ne- 
hemiah had ſent his Anſwer to Sanbailat, which 
is leſs probable than the other. J rather in- 


cine to think, that the whole Work, con- 


ſidering the many Hands that were imployed, 
and the Diligence that was uſed in it, was 
begun and ended in two and filty Day, nor 


can there be much more Time allowed for 
it: For it was in the firft Month, called by 


the Frets Niſan, that Nebemiah was in Ba- 
=» bylon, 


CY 


Nehemiah, knowing his 
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pleated the hole Work, which ſo affected the Enemies of the Yeu; 


Book VII. 


with Fear, that they concluded ſo great a Work finiſhed in fo f 


Ort a 


Time could be done by nothing but the immediate Providence of the 


God of the eus. 
Good Nehmiab, though he continually fumheunted what Difficultics 


were thrown his Way, is ſtill exerciſed with freſh Troubles au 
Dangers ; for the Prinees' of Judab held a Correſpondence with 7697 5 


as they had all along done, which he by Croſs-Matches had fo inipro- 
ved, that they not only gave him an Account of what pats'd at ory. 
ſalem, but had confirm'd this Correſpondence and Friendſhip by Qath, 
Tobiah by theſe Means having gain d a ſtrong Party to his Inter 


5 they had the Impudence to commend Tobiah in Nebemiab's Preſence, 
whom he knew to be his declared Enemy ; and, which was much | 
worſe, they diſcovered Nebemiah's Counſels to him, which fo elevated 


the vain Anmonite, tat. he thought by his bluſtring Letters to fright 
W | 


FTheſe Things added to his Cops: but not his Fear; and therefore to 


orovent any. Treachery from his Enemies within or without the Cit y, | 


he gave the Charge of the Gates to his Brother Hanan, and to Ha- 
naniah Marſhal of the Palace, two Men in whom he knew he could 


confide, commanding them not to ſuffer the Gates to be opened till ſome | 
Time after Sun-Riſing; 


the Watch, which ſhould: conſiſt of ſettled Houfe-Keepers, that were 


to ſee them fafely barr'd at Night; and to {:t 


diligent Men. After this, he having found a Regiſter of the Familic: 


of thoſe who came from Babylon firft, aſſembled the Nobility, Rulers F 
and People, to make a ( Muſter of them by their Genealogies. By 


bylon, fee Nehem. 2. 1. and obtained of the And from thence to the twenty fifth Day of | 


King Leave to go to Feruſalem, and though 
we have not an expreſs Account what Time 


he ſpent in his Journey, and when he ar- 
red at Jeruſalem, yet if we may make Con- 


jecture from the Time Exra ſpent in the 


ſame Journey, when he came from Babylon 
tio Jeruſalem, (allowing for the Delay Ezra 


had at the Niver Abava, when be firſt ſet 
out, Exra 8. 15. and 31. Veit is not proba- 
ble, that Nehemiah got. 3 till about 
the End of the fourth Month; for though 
Ezra ſet out from Babyloz on the firſt Day 
of the firſt Month, he did not reach Feru- 
Jolem till the firſt Day of the fifth Month : 


the fixth Month may make out the two 


and fifty Days, and Nehemiah's three Days 
Reſt before he began; or thereabout. 

(% Muſter, There is ſome Diverſity in 
the Account of Families given by Ezra 2, 
and Nebemiab 2. The Reaſon of which 
Difference. is by fome ſuppoſed to be, that 
the Regiſter or Catalogue in Ezra was made 
at Babylon, before they ſet forward: I i: o- 
ther, which Nehemiah ſound, was made at 
Feruſalem, after they were arrived there ; and 


Alterations might happen in their Families i" | 


ſo long a Journey, 


this 
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this Regiſter ſome were at a great Loſs, not knowing their Fathers 
Pedigree : And ſome of the Prieſts were at a Loſs to prove their Ge- 
nealogy by this Regiſter, but could not find it; and therefore were put 


the Holy Things, till there ſhould appear a Prieſt, who by divine In- 
ſpiration ſhould determine, whether they were of prieſtly Race or not. 


few, it was agreed, that part of the People which did not dwell at 
Feruſalem, ſhould by Lot chooſe one out of f7) ten, to come and live 
at Jeruſalem, to be an additional Strength to the Place. This was look- 
ed upon as fo tender a Mark of affection to the publick Good, that the 


„5 of Ferujalem thanked theſe Men, that had thus readily offered Phe. 
h | ſelves to dwell with them. | _ 
d The Affair of Genealogies thus ſettled, the (%) Governor and People 
1 made their Free-will Offerings for the Work of the Lord. The Gover- 
nor gave to the Treaſury a thouſand Drams of Gold, fifty Baſons, and 
0 five hundred and thirty Prieſts Veſtments. Sorne of the Elders gave to 
„ dhe fame twenty thouſand Drams of Gold, and two thoufand two hun- 
* dred Pieces of Silver, and the reſt of the People gave twenty thoufand 
Id Drams of Gold, and two thoufand Pieces of Silver, and fixty ſeven 
De Prieſts Veſtments. . 
El The Affairs of the Jews being reduced to this happy Condition of 
re Peace and Order, Ezra, the learned, pious Scribe and Prieſt, at the 
ies Requeſt of the People, produced the Book of the Law, which the Lord 
ers by Moſes had commanded the Children of 1jrael! to obſerve ; and ſtand- 
By ing in the Street, before the Watergate, upon an Eminence, that he 
bY might be ſeen and heard by the People, he opened the Book in Sight 


o of them all; at which they ſtood up: And he having given Thanks 


Jays to the Lord, they all lifted up their Hands, and cried, Amer, Amen; 
: and bowing their Heads, they worſhipped the Lord with moſt profound 
Reverence. The Company being divided into ſeveral Parts, Ezra, with 
hicl thirteen more, read and expounded the Law to them, which they heard 
, with ſuch Attention and Devotion, that being ſenſible how they had 

nade | ; 55 

: £ i) Tam See Nebem. 5% . Gonifies a Governor or Prefident, Some will 
and 0 Grvernor, He is called in Nebem. . have it to be a Sirname 3 though among 
es | 70, and alſo in Ezra, Tirhatha, which in the Chaldean; it was taken for a Name of 


Netemiah 8. 9. is explained: Which Word Mzgiftracy or Dignity, 
Ti: batha inthe Perſian and Chaldean Tongurs 


by their Office as polluted ; Nehemiah not permitting them to eat of 


And now conſidering that the City was large, and the Inhabitants but 
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.- tranſpreſſed, they mourn d and wept: But r and his Affiſtants Com. 
forted them, telling them, that was not a: Time for them to mourn 
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them be chearful, and eat and drink of the beſt, and ſend Part of their 


Proviſions to the Poor, for whom nothing was provided. The People 


readily 1 their Way. The next Day the chef of the Fa. 
| 


thers of all the People aſſembled again to be further inſtructed in the 
Law); and upon Search it was (m found, That the Children of % a 
ſhould dwell in Booths, in the Feaſt of the (n) ſeventh Month, and that 
they ſhould cauſe Proclamation to be made in all other Cities, as well as 
in Jeruſalem, That the People ſhould go forth and get Olive-Branches, 
Pine-Branches, Myrtle-Branches, Palm-Branches, and Branches of Trees 
thick with Leaves, to make Booths. Tracy l 

The People, who were now grown very 
tranſgreſſing the Law, by woful Experience in their Anceſtors, and 
ſome of themſelves, immediately went out and fetched Branches to make 
themſelves Booths ; fome upon the Tops of their Houſes, others in their 
Courts; - ſome in the Courts af the Temple, and others in the Streets, 


And this Feaſt they «celebrated with great Solemnity and Joy; and f 
much the more, becauſe it had not been obſerv'd from the Days of 
(0) Foſhua till now; which was above a thouſand Years. 


On the four and twentieth Day of the ſame Month the Jews afleni- 
bled again, but upon a different Occaſion; for they appeared in Sackcloth 
with Earth upon their Heads, faſting and mourning, confeſſing their 
own Sins, and deprecating the Judgments due to their Fathers and their 
own Iniquities. "Then acknowledging the Omnipotence of God in crea- 
ting and preſerving all Things, and enumerating his gracious Mercies 


_ +, their Fathers, from the Time of the Covenant made with Abraham, 
they recogniſed all the grand Inſtances of his Providence, in delivering 
them from their Enemies and Perſecutors, and deploring their Fathers 


and their own Diſobedience and Rebelſion, they own'd they were de- 
ſervedly liable to his Juſtice. Finally, they made a Covenant with the 
Lord, that they would walk in his Law, which was given by /. 
And to oblige them to the more ſtrict Performance of this Convenant, 


it was ingroſs' d, and the Princes, Prieſts and Levites, did ſet their Scals 


OQ Day. Becauſe it was the Sabbath, 


2 3 -bernacles. 
(mn) Found, See Levit, 23. 40. 


6) Fahua, See Nebem. 8. 17. 


| (n) Seventh, This was the Feaſt of Ta- 
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to it: And thoſe that did not ſet their Seals, of what Age, Sex or Con- 


dition ſoever, bound themſelves with an Oath to obſerve it. 
Nebemiah having ſettled the Affairs both of Church and State in Je- 


ru/olem, according to his Promiſe to the King, returned to the Court at 


fers relapſed into their old Corruptions, and grew very irregular, All 
which was owing to the Miſmanagement of E/iaſhib the High-Prieſt ; 
who having the Charge of the Treaſury, and being allied to Tobiab, the 
ers great Enemy, had prepared an Apartment for him in the Tem- 
ple, in the Place where they us'd to lay the Offerings, and other holy 


macy between Eliaſbib and Tobiah, was the Occaſion of much Miſ- 
chief and. Confuſion ; for by converſing with the Heathens, they ſoon 
broke the Covenant they had fo lately made, profaning the Sabbath, 


ed to Jeruſalem, he found all in the utmoſt Diſorder. It was Matter 
of great Concern and Grief to him, to ſee the People led away, and 
debauch'd in their Principles, by a Man that was an open Enemy to 


lrregularities; but the Corruption being grown general, he found him- 
elf under a Neceſſity of uſing Caution in his Deſign, to prevent Tu- 
mult ; for he found that Jobiab had infinuated himſelf into the good 
Opinion of moſt of the People, and eſpecially thoſe of Note. The 


the Hearing of the People; in which it was found, © That the (%) Am- 


for ever; becauſe they met not the Children of 7/-ael with Retreſh- 
ments of Bread and Water, when they came out of Egyyt, but hired 


" a Blefſing.” The People no ſooner heard this Part of the Law, but 
hey were ſenſible of their T ranſgreſſion; and to ſhew their Readineſs to 
reform, they ſeparated from the mix'd Multitude. This gave Nehemiab 
m eaſy Opportunity of getting rid of Tobiah, who was an Ammonite: For 


the Law being poſitive, and the People, by his prudent Conduct, well 


% Ammonite, Sce Numb, 22. 5, 6, and Deut. 23. 3, 4. 


57 SL | inclined 
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Babylon; where he had not continued above a Year at moſt, but the 


Things, appointed for the Service of the Temple and Prieſts, This Inti- 


and mixing in Marriage with thera, So that when Nehemiah return- 


them; and that an Apartment ſhould be prepar'd in the Houſe of God, 
for one that was a declared Enemy to his Worthip. This ſo inflamed 
good Nehemiab's Zeal, that he was reſolv'd to put an End to theſe 


firſt Step he took towards this Reformation, to convince them of their 
Errors, was, in cauſing the Book of the Law to be read publickly in 


« montte and the Moabite ſhould not come unto the Congregation of God 


© Balaam againſt them, to curſe them; tho' God turned the Curie into 


2 a 
* 5 * 
2. 


inclined to obey it, he threv / Tobrah's Furniture out of the ſacred Cham. 
ber, cauſed it to be cleanſed, and brought the Veſſels of the Ter 
with the Offerings and Incenſe, into it again. And finding that in his 
Abſence the Leitet Allowance had been withdrawn, and that the y were 
forced to quit the miniſteriab Service, and betake themſelves to the Coun. 
try for Maintenance, Neheminh expoſtulated with the Rulers concerning 
this Neglect of the Service of the Houſe of God; and bringing back the 
Levites to their Offices, he ordered the People to bring in the Tithes of 
Corn, Wine, and Oil into the Treaſury, and appointed Treaſurers and 


[ Deputies to receive and diſtribute them... 

| The next Grievance the pious: Governor had to redreſs, was the Pro. 
1 fanation of the Sabbath; on which Day the Jews had; during his Ab. 
" ſenee, done all Manner of ſervile Works, treading their Wine-prefſes, 


and bringing in their Corn, Wine, Grapes, Figs, and all Manner of Bur- 
dens into Ferujalem upon Aſſes, as on. commen Days: And they not on- 
ly did this, but ſuffer'd Strangers, the Jyrians, to bring Fiſh, and all 
Manner of Wares, and-ſell them on the Sabbath in Jeruſalem. Again 
theſe irreligious and profane Practices Nehemiah waarmly proteſted; ſaving, 
„What an evil Thing is this that you do in profaning the Sabbath Day? 
Did not your Fathers do thus; and did not our God bring all this E- 
<< vi} upon us, and upon this City for fuch Things? Yet you bring 
more Wrath upon ael, by profaning the Sabbath, And to let them 
ſee he was reſolved to make a thorough Reformation amongſt them, he 
gave a ſtrict Order, that towards the Evening before the Sabbath the City 
Gates ſhould be ſhut, and not open'd till the Sabbath was over ; anc 
| + that this Order might be duly obſerv'd, he appointed ſome of bis own 
Ul Servants to guard the Gates, and ſuffer no Burden to be brought in on 
i the Sabbath Day. The Chapmen and Merchants, who came, as utual)y, 
| cover Night with their Goods, were ſurprized to find the Gates ſhut a- 
gainſt them; and being thus diſappointed were forced to take up their 
Lodging without the Walls of Jeruſalem. This they did once or twice, 
though Nehemiah reprov' d them for it; wherefore he at laſt told them, 
if they offer d to do ſo again, he would ſeize them. Upon which they 
defiſted : But ſuſpecting they might by ſome Contrivance or other al. 
tempt it again, he commanded” the Levites to- cleanſe themſelves, an 


might be kept holy. Thus with great Care and Difficulty this good Man 
once more eſtabliſh'd the Worſhip of the Lord at Feruſatem. 
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take up their Station at the Gate; and guard it, that the Sabbath Va! | 


Nebhemi!, 


Book VII. 


(4) note. This: was uſual among the 
7ews, their MaletaQtors being buffcted either 
dy the Lictors, or the Mob. See. Malt. 26. 


(r) Hair, The Depriving the Head of its 


among the Ancients, as among the Athenians 
it was part of the Puniſhment for Adulterers; 


Puniſhment on them for their Wantontteſs 
and Luxury; Which he did in this Manner, 


Nh HOLY BIBI. E. 
Nehemiah, as has been ſaid, did upon his Return from Babylon to 
eruſalem, to convince the Jews of their Tranſgreſſions, cauſe the Book 
of the Law: to be read before the People, which expreſly declared againſt 
Converſation with the Anmontes and Moabites; and the People accord- 
nely did: ſeperate from the mix'd Multitude. But the Cauſe of mix'd 
Marriages- with the Heathen had taken ſuch. deep; Root, that Nehemiah 
found it a difficult Matter to eradicate it: For which Cauſe he in nothin 
expreſſed a warmer Zeal than againſt theſe mixed Marriages, which 
were made between the Jeus and other Nations, and which he well 
knew had in former Ages betrayed the Tj-cetites to Idolatry and other 
Abominations; the fatal conſequence of which he was at this Time 
more active to prevent. Finding therefore that they had not ſo throughly 
reform d as they promiſed, and that there were among them ſome Fes 
that had married Wives of Afhdod, Ammon, and Moab, whoſe Children 
he obſerv'd ſpake half Aſbdodite and half Jeuiſh, but neither perfectly, 
he debated with them the Unreaſonableneſs of this mixed Marriage, and 
the viſible Conſequence in the broken mongrel Speech of their Children, 
who in Time would quite forget their native Language, This he ar- 
gued warmly with them, and they ſo inſolently defended themſelves that 
he was provoked to curſe them; and they perſiſting, he (4) ſmote ſome. 
of them; and being incenſed to the laſt Degree, he plucked their (7) 
Hair off, and made them ſwear by the Lord that they ſhould not any 
morg mix in Marriage with the Heathen Nations: “ For, faid he, did 
« not Solomon, King of 1/rael, fin by doing theſe Things? Though 
there was no King among the Heathens like unto him; tho' he was 
©: pelov'd of his God who made him King over all Tae}; yet he was 
* betrayed by ſtrange Women to commit Idolatry, Is it reaſonable then 
«© that we ſhould imitate. your Example, to do this great Evil, to tranſ- 


ratural Ornament was a ſpecial Puniſhment 
and Nahemiah ſeems to bave irilicted this as a 


that the guilty might ſee their. Liberty chang d 


into a State of Slavery. For Baldneſs was a 
Symbol of Servitude, as Hair was of Liberty. 
It was likewiſe a Token of Mourning, ſee 
La. 15. 2. and Ezek, 27. 37. But, in gene- 
ral, Baldneſs was a Mark of extreme Igno- 
miny among the Jews, Yet in this Caſe here, 
Neb. 13. 25. it may look like a Symbol] of 
Purgation, which was uſed by the Leviles, 
Lepers, and foreign Women taken in War, 
before they were joined in Marriage with the 


Jews, 
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« greſs againſt our God, in marrying ſtrange Wives? And to (cy, 
himſelf an impartial Judge in his Adminiſtration, he made no Diſtinc. 
tion of Quality or Condition among them, for he puniſhed all alike 
whom he found guilty; an Inſtance of which was one of the Son; gf | 
Tojada, the Son of Eliaſbib the High-Prieſt ; who having marricd 2 

ughter of Sanballat the Horonite, was by Nehemab's Command cx. 
pell'd the City. Then praying to God to do Juſtice on thoſe that defled 
the Prieſthood, and violated the Covenant between the Prieſts and Lew7-, 
and the Lord, he proceeded to purge the Place from all Profanation of 
Strangers, appointing the Prieſts and Levites their ſeveral Apartments and 
Offices, ſetting out the Wood for the Offering, and taking Care of the 
Y „ 24115 

In this happy Condition did this good Man leave the Jews; but not. 
withſtanding his pious Care and Pains to reform them, they ſoon after his 
Death return'd to their former wicked Courſes, as appears by the cxpo!. 


- 


tulatory Reproaches of ( Malachi; whom the Lord not long after 


commiſſion'd to reprove them. He having at firſt demonſtrated the par. 
ticular Eſteem of God to the "Houſe of I/-ael in (t) preferring them to 
that of Eſau, taxes them with their Ingratitude, and Neglect of his Wor. | 
ſhip, but more eſpecially his Prieſts, whom he charges with irreligious 


and profane Approaches to the Altar, with corrupting the Covenant of 
Levi, and by giving an ill Example in themſelves, they had occaſionei 


many to fall from the Law. After which he threatens to judge them 


for all their Sins, particularly for marrying with the Heathen, and mock- 


ing God with their vain Shews and Pretences of Religion, whilſt they 


of the Meſſiah. 


were notoriouſly guilty of Sorcery, 


(% Malachi. He was one of the three 


Prophets, which God raiſed up for the Comfort 
of the Jetos after the Captivity, He was the 


the laſt of thoſe, of whom we have any 


Writing, ot Mention in the-Old Teſtament ; 
and after him there was none till John Beptiſt 
was ſent; which was either a Token of God's 
Wrath, or an Admonition, that they ſhould 


with more fervent Defire look tor the coming 


(:) Preferring, Here in Malachi 1. 3: 
God is ſaid to have hated Ej/au, and in other 


Places the Word Hate is uſed in a ſeverer Senſe 


than is meant, or the Original allows. For 
Tranſlators ſhould hay&* conſidered, that the 


Advltery, Perjury, Oppreſſion. He 
r „ 
Word, which here and elſewhere on the {ame 


-Otteafiori, is render'd to Hate, fignifies a 7 


love leſs, or to take leſs Care of a Thing, and 
gift, or do it any Harm. And that 
is TAUFTO be taken here, appears from pa- 
rallel Text in St. Matth. ror 37. where cut 
Saviour ſays, He that loveth Father or Aether 


mort than me, is not worthy of me. Theteſolt 


it is but teaſonable to tranſlate the Words of 


the Apoſtle St. Paul, Rom. 1, 13. taken out 
of Malacbi 1; 3. 1 have loved Jacob 


than Eſau; becauſe God's dealing towards tis 
Edomites does not ſhew: any real Hatred ain 
them, but only that he favoured them leis then 
the Deſcendants of Jacob. 


Charg'd 
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which being a Part of the Law, and appropriated to the Maintenance of 
the Prieſts and Levites, could not be detaingd without manifeſt Violence 
and Injuſtice; for which he ſeverely reproached them. After this he 


the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom they all deſired. Then, fays 


a ) he, ſhall the Offerings of Judah and Feruſalen be acceptable unto 
| < the Lord, as in old Times.” And for the Comfort of the good and 
0 pious, Who had perſevered in their Duty, and ſtedfaſtly believed God's 
1 Word; he declared, that God would not forget his Promiſe to their Fa- 


thers, but would in his own good Time fulfil it; aſſuring them, that 
when that Day ſhould come, the proud, and all that had done wickedly, 
ſhould be utterly extirpated: But thoſe, that had feared the Lord, ſhould 
| mjoy Proſperity and all Manner of plenty: Then promiſing them Vic- 
| tory, in thoſe Days over their Enemies, whom they ſhould trample as 
Duſt under their Feet, he bids them remember the Law of Moſes, the 
Servant of the Lord, which he gave him in Mount Horeb. And at laſt, 
as a Forerunner of the Completion of all that he had promiſed concern- 
ing the Coming of the Meſſiab, he tells them the Lord would ſend (w) 


which ſhould be, the (*) turning of the Hearts of the Fathers to their 

Children, and of the Children to their Fathers. 
(v) He. See Malach. 3. 4. Enemies, but civil Diſcords, occaſion'd by the 

(w) Elias, That is, St. ohn Baptiſt; different Sets that were among them; the 


y who is here called Elias, becauſe he came in moſt prevalent on either Side being thoſe of 
Te the Spirit of Elias, Luke 1. 17. Malib. 11. the Sadducees and Phariſees, which threw that 


charg'd the People with Sacrilege, in detaining the Tithes and Offerings; | 


gives a Hint of God's calling the Gentiles ; E the Coming of 


Elias the Prophet before the great and terrible Day, the happy Effect of 


14. and 7. It, 12. as Elias did before to 


ne 1 | 
„ Doctrine of the Fews, ſparing neither Prince 
od nor People, but reproving both with equal 


Zeil and Fervour. 
(2) Turning, That is, ſhould reconcile 


Unanimity and Concord. For from the Time 


of the Maccabees to the Coming of Christ, 
/u4ea had not only been worried with foreign 


Nows, LVIII. 


correct the depraved Manners and corrupt 


Character of the Meſſia 


thoſe that are at Variance, and ſettle all in phet /ajah called the Prince of Peace; and 


Nation, and eſpecially the City of Jeruſalem, 
into terrible Convulſions, and which the Pro- 
phet literally foretold (ſee Micab 7. 6.) ac- 


cording to the Text here in Malach, 4. 6; 


Beſides, this was very juſtly 75 7 2 
„who is by the Pro- 


anſwerable to that Character, at bis Birth, the 
World injoyed a profound Peace and Tran- 
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The * FART from the Death, 


ing their Religion in full Liberty, having High-Prieſts, in whom 
the chief Government was; but they remained ſubject to the Dominion 
of the Parſians, ſo long as that Empire ſubſiſted. 


Accident fell out, which put the Fewiſß State into great Confuſion And 
Diſorder, and had like to have prov'd fatal to them. For MA. 


Elders of Ferufalem. wiſely foreſeeing the fatal Conſequence of inch. Mar- 


law Sanballat, to whom he declar'd, that tho' he 


the Yew, Sanballat, to quiet Manaſſes, told him he ſhould not only bs 


. to the Birth of Chriſt 


OD having withdrawn his Prophets, left the Jeus to-govern them. 
ſelves according to their own Laws, which for a Time they did, 


Towards the End of the Reign. of Darius: Codomannus, an unhappy 


Brother of Faddus the High-Prieſt, and: Collegue with him, having n mar- 
ried. Nicaſſo the Daughter of Sanballat, the old Enemy of the Tess, the 


riages, as knowing them to have been in a great Meaſure the Cauic ui 


their late Captivity, and other Judgments ſent amongſt them, demand 


of Manaſſes, either to- diſmiſs his Wife, or no more to approach the Alta 
In this Act his Brother Faddus concurr d, and forced him to defi {rom 
the Office of Pontiff. Upon which Manaſſes repair'd to his Father-1n- 
paſſionately lo. oy 15 
Daughter, yet he was unwilling for her Sake to be deprived of the Pr: 
hood, which was a native Honour, and in the higheſt Eſteem among 


continued in the Prieſthood, but he would procure the Pontificat: tor 
him, and make him Prince of the whole Province of Fudea, provided 


* From the Death of Nehemiah to the 


Birth of our Saviour Chriſt, among the va- 


rious Computations, there are reckoned at 
leaſt four Eundred Years ; in which Time 
many and great Revolutions happened in the 
Jewiſb State, and the Church of God un- 
derwent very great and heavy Perſecutions, 
both from the Greets and Romans, The Ac- 


count of which we muſt take partly from che 
Apr hryphal Books of the Maccabees, and art) 
from Joſephus and other Hiſtorizns, to ccn- 
tinue the Series of Hiſtory to our S 

Time. As for the Alterations of the Gre 
Government over Juden, by the £21!!! 

Syrian, and Romans; they were literally fo ties 
told by Daniel, cb. 11. 


110 
21 
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he would continue his Affection to his Daughter, and keep her his Wife; 
adding, that he would build a Temple in Mount Gerazin ſuperior to that 


in Jeruſalem : And all this he ingaged to perform by the Power and Con- 


ſent of Darius. Theſe Promiſes fo. elevated the Ambition of Manaſſes, 
that he tarried With his Father-in-law ;- during which Time many of the 
Prieſts and Iſraelites, who had ingaged in theſe wicked and forbidden 


Marriages, revolted to Manaſſes, Sanballat furniſhing them with Houſes 


and Lands, to incourage his Son-in-law's ambitious Hopes; which was 
the Occaſion of great Mutiny and Diſorder in the Fywi/h State. 


About this Time Darius hearing that Alexander, the Macedonian, had 


paſſed the Helleſpont, in order to his breaking into Aha, and had defeated 
his Army at the River Groncus, reſolved at the Streights of Cilicia to 
ſtop his further Progreſs: Sanballat, overjoyed at the Deſcent of Darius, 
aſſuring his Son-in-law of the Performance of his Promiſe as ſoon as 
Darius return'd from the Victory. But the Event diſappointed their 
Hopes; for the victorious Macedonian, tho' infinitely inferior in Troops, 
routs Darmms's Army, takes his Mother, Wife, and Children Priſoners, 
and forces him to fly back into Perfja, Alexander upon this marched di- 


realy into Syria, took Nanajcus and Sidon, and laid Siege to Tyre, Then 
ſending. Letters to Jadaus the High-Prieſt, he demanded Subſiſtence for 
his Army, and the ſame Allegiance and Reſpect uſually paid to Darius. 
Jaddus return d Anfwer, That he had ſworn not to take Arms againſt 
Darius, and that he would keep his Oath inviolable as long as he lived. 


Alexander, inraged at this Anfwer, threatens the Pontiff that he would 


ſoon be with him, and maka him know to whom his Allegiance was due; 


but {till carried on the Siege with all imaginable Diligence. 
In the mean Time Sanballat, taking this Opportunity, revolts from 


Darius, and with eight thoutand Men of his own Province goes over to 
Alexander, whom he found in his Camp before Tyre, carrying on the 


Siege very furiouſly: Sanballat without Scruple acknowledges Alcæan- 


den for his Sovereign, and is kindly received by him. This early Revolt 


and favourable Reception of Sanbaltat, gave him Opportunity and Incon- 


ragement to ſpeak what he pleas'd to Alexander. Wherefore taking a 
tit Time, he told him that Manaſſes. his Son-inlaw was Brother to ad- 
dus, the High-Prieſt ; that having in Diſcontent left Feruſalem, and be- 


ing followed by many of the Fews, who were of his Party, he had a 


Mind to build a Temple in his Province. Then by way of Advice he 
told Alexander it would be of great Uſe to him; for by theſe Means he. - 
SS | wauld 
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446 A Compleat HISTORI Book VII. 
would divide the Strength of the Fes. Alexander approved of wh 
| propoſed, and accordingly oe He built a T _— and conſtituted F » 
_ Son-in-faw Manaſſes. Prieſt of it; by which he ſappoled to leave a 1.1 
ing Monument of Honour to the Poſterity of his Daughter. = 
After ſeven Months ſpent in the Siege of Tyre, and two in that 94 
Gaza, Sanballat died, and Alexander at the Head of his victorious Troon; - 
baſtens to Jeruſalem, to take Revenge for their late Neglect of his prof. 
fer'd Friendſhip. TFaddus, knowing the City unable to oppoſe any At. 
| tempt of their conquering Enemy, commended the publick Safety to the 
Protection of God, to whom he offered Prayers and Sacrifice. The Night 
| before Alexander approached the City, Jaddus had a Viſion, in which 
he was incouraged to go out and meet the Conqueror, with Aſſurance 
of Security. Upon this he aſſembled the Prieſts and People, whom he 
acquainted with the Viſion; and according to the Direction of the Viſion, 
the Prieſts put on their Habits, and the People cloathed themſelves jn 
White, and with Jaduus at the Head of them they marched out t; 
meet the Conqueror. Alexander was amazed at this unuſual and ven- 
rable Pomp; but that which moſt ſurprized him, was to ſee the 111. 
Prieſt cloathed in the ſame Manner as he had ſeen one in a Dream 
whilſt he was in Macedon, who aſſured him that he ſhould conquer 
Perſia. Upon which Alexander, proſtrating himſelf before Faddus, wor- 
ſhipped the Name of God, which was written in the Plate that was on | 
the Forehead of the High-Prieſt, and received him very graciouſly. Af- I 
ter this they went into the City, and Alexander by the Advice of Jad. 
dus offered Sacrifice in the Temple, where they ſhewed him the Pro- 
phecy of Daniel, which foretold that a Grecian ſhould ſubdue the Per- 
fians ; upon which he was ſo joyful, that he promiſed * he would 
grant them whatſoever they deſired. Jaddus then aſked, that they 
might live according to their own Laws, and that he would remit tie 
Tribute of the ſeventh Year. "Theſe he readily granted, and gave Leave 
likewiſe at their Requeſt, to the Jeus that lived in Babylon and N- 
dia to do the fame. After which ſeveral Fews followed Alexander in 
his other Expeditions. . „ 5 
Upon the Death of Alexander the Empire was divided among ſevera 
Succeſſors and Syria falling to Seleucus's Lot, the Fews ought of Courſe 
to have been ſubject to him; but Pfolemy, the Son of Lagus. King ©! 
Egypt, having poſſeſſed himſelf of Syria by Stratagem, took Jeruſalem, 
entring it on the Sabbath, when the Inhabitants durſt not defend them- 


{elves. 
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ſelves. He carried away many of the Fews into Egypt, Grene, and 
other Parts of Lybia, Many alſo went voluntarily into Egypt, where 
_ Ptolemy entertain'd them in a very friendly Manner, making ſeveral of 
them free of the City of Alexandria. Ptolemy Phitadelphus, the Son and 
Succeſſor of Ptolemy Lagus, cauſed the Law to be tranſtated inco Greek 
by ſeventy two Interpreters, whom he ſent for from Ferufalem ; and dit: 
miſſing ſeveraE of the captive Jews, he gave many rich Preſents to the 
Temple at Feru/alem, of an immenſe Value. Nor was Ptolemy Phila- 
deiphus the only Patron and Favourer of the Jews ; Seleucts Nicanor 
made them free of the City of Autioch, and other Cities of Syria. 
Antiochus the Great, King of Aſia, making War on Ptolemy Epipluas. 
nes, King of Egypt, Syria became the Seat of the War, by which the 
Tewws ſuffered very much; for the Fortune of War inclining ſometimes 
to one King, and ſometimes to the other, Judea was miſerably harraſſed 
on both Sides; but at laſt Antiochus being victorious, the Fewws tubmit- 
ted to him, received him with his Army into their City, and joined 
with him in the Recovery of the Citadel of Ferufalem, which was held 
by a Garriſon left there by Scopas, Ptolemy's General. Antiochus in 
Return gave them Liberty to live and govern according to their own 
Laws, and granted them ſeveral Privileges. But afterwards King Antio- 
ehus, concluding a Peace with Plolemy, gave him his Daughter in Mar- 
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i rage, aſſigning for her Dowry Cœlo-Siria, Phœnicia, Jerry and Sama» 
: ria, To this King of Egypt (y) Onias the High-Prieſt refuſed to pay 143 
: Tribute; upon which King Prolemy prepared to invade Fudea : But 4 
: by the prudent Management of (2) Joſephus, Nephew to Onids, all i 
1 Things are reconciled, and the Tribute-Money paid. 1 bl 
y After the Death of Prolemy Epriphanes, Seleucas Philopater, King of *. 
ea, at firſt favour'd the Jews, and ſupplied them with all things for l 
85 the Service of the Temple, and the Sacrifices at his own Expence ; but {14 
1 lome Time after being inform'd by one Simon, of the Tribe of Ben- 1 
5 amin, that there were Treaſures in the Temple, he ſent (4) Heliodorus. 1 
(y) Onzas. He was Son of TJaddus the Good, did by his good Reaſans convince him | | | 
a} [1::h-Prieft, and ſucceeded him. of his Error, and perſuaded Onias to leave 77 
ſe (2) Foſephus. His Mother was Siſter to the Management of the Matter to him, which 14 
- WH C45 the High-Prieft : Tho' he was but he effected to. the Satisfaction of King Ptolte 115 
Ol yourig, he was eminent for Prudence, Juſ- my and the F2ws, and his own Reputation fl 
N, ice, and other Vittues, which made him very and Advantage. See Joſeph. 4 . if 
1- much regarded in the Fewih State. And he (a) Fleliodorus, He is by Folepous called Ki 
A baking upon him to ebide his Uncle Onias for Apollonius. : | * 
N Cotetouſneſs, and Neglect of the Publick 
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; who. going into che Tenpl wth os Mi as 
jeg Goats Treaſury, to his great Amazement he hs 
wp re 1 1 of Fire, Who re: to be gn Horſeback, armed . 
fend the Place againit-this facrilegious Attempt. The Infidel General 
was ſtruck down, loſt his Speech and Senſes, and did not recover th 
the High-Prieſt. Onias prayed for him. Some Time afterwards Z 
doris aſpiring to the Crown, murder d Seleucus in Hopes of ſucc eeding 
him; but Evumenes and Attalus drove him from thence, and ſet up 
( Autiochus Epiphanes, Son to Antiochus the Great. This Prince was 
the Cauſe of great Afflictions and "Grievances to the Jesus; for he de. 
poſed Onias, . put his Brother Faſon in his Place, Who upon tha: c. 
count had promiſed to pay Autiochus three thouſand ſis hundred Talea 

of Silver peil. Jason had no ſooner uſurp'd the Pontifical Chair, but 
he alter d the Form of Divine Worſhip, and changed the Cuſtoms » l 
the Jeus, which occaſion'd a general Corruption in the Few!/h (eco. | 

nomy, and for which God raiſed them a Scourge out of the Cauſe of 
their Offence, for they needed not a worſe Enemy than 47719c/:15 to 
puniſh them, who r 4 againſt them with the utmoſt Barbarity. 
After Hntiochus had been in Egypt, he came in Perſon to Ferien, 
where he was received in great Pomp by Jaſon, who ſometimes after 
this ſending one Menelaus with Money to the King, Menelaus fi; pplant- 
ed him, 8 the Prieſthood of the King, 3 expelling J, 
who thereupon withdrew into the Country ef the Ammunites, waiting a 
Turn of Fortune in his Favour, _ 

Menelaus did not long enjoy his ill-gotten Promotion; for . in 
b Payment he ſurrender d to his Brother Lyfmachus ; but terwrärds 
repenting of his Tameneſs in delivering up the Pontificate, he fold the I 
ſacred Veſſels to recover it; and leaſt Onias, the depoſed Pontiff, wio 8 
Was withdrawn to Daphne, ſhould: oppoſe him in his Deſign, he procu- 
red him to be murder'd by Andronicus, who was ſoon over-taken by | 
Juſtice; for ntiochus firſt order'd him to be diveſted of the Purple and | 
then to be led through the City to the Place where he had murdered 
Onias, and there to be put to Death; and the People of Ferufalem mu. 
tinying againſt Ly/imachius, flew him. Menelaus, who was the Conti 
ver of all theſe Miſchiefs, found Means to clear himſelf to Auticcbu., 
and Set his Acculers condemn d. In which Time Ja Wang that | 


7 "tminchas, This is thit wicked Antinchus, mentioned in 1 Mars, 2. v 14. 
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Antiochus was preparing to invade Egypt, takes the Opportunity of his 
Abſence, and with a thouſand Men attacks Ferufalem, by thoſe Means 
hoping to recover the High-Prieſthood. He ſoon made himſelf Maſter 


of the City, but Menelaus reticing into the Citadel, he could not come 


at him; wheretore revenging himſelf upon the People, he ſlew many of 
them, and then made a haſty Retreat into the Country of the Ammonitese 


Soon after which he was by Aretas, King of Arabia, caft into Priſon, 
from whence making his Eſcape, he fled from one City to another, and 
died at Lacedemon. 


Antiochus, who was then in Egypt, hearing of theſe Things, and ſuſ- 
pecting Judea might revolt from him, return'd in a Rage againſt the 


Jeus for making theſe Commotions, and entring the City by Force, put 


the Inhabitants to the Sword, eighty thouſand were ſlain in three Days, 
forty thouſand taken Priſoners, and as many fold. Then profaning the 


Temple with his :rreverent and abominable Approaches, he enters it, at- 


tended with the execrable Traytor Meneluus, whence they facrilegiouſly 
conveyed what Treaſure they could find. And to torment the wretched 
Jews the more, Antiochus made one Pbilip, a Phrygian, a Man more 
barbarous and inhuman than himſelf, Governor of Feruſalem, and Andro- 
nicus Governor of Garizim, joining Menelaus in Commiſſion with both, 


which was grievous to the poor People, whom he ufed very barbarouſly ; 


for not -content to treat them ill himſelf, he ſent Apollomius, one of King 
Antiochus's Generals, with an Army of two and twenty thouſand Men to 


Jeruſælem, to kill what Men remain'd, and to ſell the Women and Chil- 
dren. Apollonius coming before Feruſalem, made no Offer of attacking 


the Town till the Sabbath, from whence the Texws concluded theinſclves 
ſecure. But whilſt they were at their Devotion on the Sabbath, Apol- 
nius enter'd the City, maſſacred many of the Inhabitants, plunder'd the 


Place, led away the Women and Children Captives, and Part of the reſt | 


they obliged to fly. After this Autiochiis gave Orders that the Tews 
ſhould embrace the Religion of the Gentilas, cauſed the Temple at Je- 
ruſalem to be call'd the Temple of Olympian Jove, fill'd it with Abordt- 
nations, and-obliged the Fes to tacrifice to Idols upon Pain of Death. 
Thoſe who met in Caves to keep the Sabbath were burnt ; the Book of 
the Law was caſt into the Fire; the Circumciſing of Infants was forbid ; 
and Women accuſed of having circumciſed their Children were publickly 
led about the City with their Infants hanging at their Breaſts, and then 
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dort, no Manner of rely Was 
wanting to compel the Jews. to quit their Religion. 


During this terrible Perſecution; ſome: 6f theſe roi People yield 
ed to Force ; but many choſe rather to die than forſake the Law of their 


God. Among theſe laft was Eleugar, a prime Doctor of the Law 3 


very aged Man, and of a venerable Aſpect. To.afMict _ good. old Man 

the more, the firſt Teſt they put him to, was to. make him eat Swine, 
Fleſh, which they fore'd into his Mouth; but he, chooſing rather to die 

gloriouſſy than live ignominiouſly, ſpit it out. Some of thoſe who Had 
the Charge of this Part of the Perſecution, in Pity to his Age, and out 
of former Friendſhip... gave him Leave ta elude the Sentence by taking a 
Piece of any other Fleſh, and eating it as Swine's Fleſh. But he con... 
dering this as a vile Colluſion and Hypocriſy,. told them he would . 
purchaſe his Life at that ſordid Rate, but defir'd them to diſpatch bin! 

rather than let him be guilty of Diffimulatien, and ſtain the Honour of 
his grey Hairs with ſo poof an Act. Upon this his Perſecutors, chang. 
ing their Pity into Cruelty, fell upon him, and beat him to Death, which 


the good old Man reſolutely ſuffer d, rather than dichonour God by vio- 


lating his Conſcience: 

The Next Inſtance of religious Fortitude was that of the 1 
Seluna and her ſeven Sons, who were by Order of Antiochus brought 
trom their Habitation to Antioch. The King pretending Pity to their 
Youth, and Reſpect to their Family, (which was Noble) perſwaded 
them to: renounce their Religion, and imbrace that of the Gentiles. pro- 
mifing them great Rewards. and Promotions if they would comply ; but 
if they refuſed, they muſt expect no Mercy. Then ordering Variety af 
Tortures he had provided, to be ſhewed them, he thought to terrify them 
with the ſad Proſpect of what they were like to ſuffer. However, thee 


Inſtruments and Engines of Death "bald no, more texriſy, than the Al- 


lurements of the Tyrant could perſwade them; but inſpired with a true 
Holy Zeal and Celeſtial Bravery, they ananimouſly declared their Obe 


* dience to the Law of God, and the Precepts which he den iver'd by Mo- 
fes, aſſuring him, that his Cruelty could not hurt them; 


or all al Ef- 
fect their Pains could have, would be to ſecure to then the glorious 
Reward due to unſhaken Patience and injured Virtue, cautioning him ar 
the fame Time-of the different and dreadful Conſequence ; for by the 
Murder of ſo many innocent Men he would arm the Divine Vengeance 


1 
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againſt him, and for the temporal Pains which he inflicted on them, 
would himſelf become obnoxious to everlaſting Torments. 

The Conſtancy and Zeal of theſe brave Youths fo inraged the Tyrant, 
that he gave the Word for the Executioners to bring the eldeſt to the 
Torture, which they immediately did; and tripping off his Clothes, they 
bound his Hands and Arms in a Poſture for receiving the Scourge, which 


he induring with admirable Patience, and they, finding that they wearied 1 
| themſelves more than him with this Sort of Puniſhment, bound him up- 1 

on the Wheel. The noble Youth lying extended here with his Bones "8 
| broken, and Joints diſlocated, reproach'd his Tormentor thus, O ex- _ 
t <« ecrable Tyrant, and Perſecutor of Heaven! Thou doſt not treat me 3470 

thus inhumanly for any Breach of divine or humane Laws, but for } | 
| my Zeal to God and his holy Ordinances,” Then the Soldiers ad- {IN 
viſing him to fave his Life by complying, he continued; You may 1 
; * exerciſe your Cruelty upon my Body, but you cannot torture my | 


Mind; that is out of your Reach; and I will convince you by this 


«© Trial upon my Perſon, that it is the peculiar Glory of the Hebrew 7 
: « Nation to be invincibly firm in their Sufferings for Virtue and a good we 

% Conſcience.” Then extending his Body ſtill more, they turn'd him 4 
8 to the Flames, where they held him till his Bowels burſt, and nothing 1 fo 
: of humane Form was left, but a Skeleton of Bones. Theſe exquiſite 1 
0 Tortures this brave Youth | bore with ſuch Magnanimity, as if the Fire vl. 
{ had only ſerved to refine him into a Creature immortal. At laſt Nature 


being waſted with repeated Tortures, he thus took his leave of his Bre- 
thren : «Be ſure you follow my Example, and deſert me not in this 
noble Conflict. Shame the Tyrant with your Sufferings, and die glo- Z 
* riouſly in the Service of God, who will humble this bloody Monſter 1 
with Puniſhments as uncommon and amazing as his own Pride and . {| 

| 

| 


cc 


* Cruelty.” And thus this holy Youth ended his painful Life. 

The ſecond Brother, with the ſame undaunted Courage, advances on 
this tragical Stage ; where being demanded whether he would eat of 
their ſacriticed Meat, and refuſing, the Tormentors with Pincers drew off 


Fo all the Fleſh from the Muſcles of his neck to the Chin, and flayed off 14 
16 all the Hair and Skin of his Beard, Pace, and Head, And having re- 4 
at main'd fome Time a ſad Spectacle to the bloody Tormentors, he thus ö i, 
10 took his Leave of them and the World. © How welcome is Death in | | 
<E © any Shape to him that ſuffers for Truth and Religion? Ihe Pleaſure 1 
ſt of an innocent Mind, and the Comfort of a clear Conſcience ſofteu 44 
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| 452 A Compleat HISTORYT Book VII. 
my Sufferings and ſupport my Spirits, whilſt thou art rack'q with 
the cutting Apprehenſions of a guilty Mind. Thy Cruelties I (8; 
« with more Pleaſure than thou canſt execute them; for thy own Heart 
cc tells thee, that thou doſt wickedly in puniſhing the Innocent for 21. 
« ſerting the T ruth, and perſevering in the Worſhip and Love of God, 
« for which be aſlur'd thou wilt not eſcape the terrible Vengeance of 
ea juſt and angry God.” The pious Hero thus perſevering in the De. 
fence of his Religion, made his Way to Heaven through Blood and Tor. | 
ments. | 
The third Brother is fo far Goes being daunted at the Sight of What 
the former indured, that being preſs'd by the Tyrant to take Warning by 
their Death, he angrily replyed, © The fame Father and Mother brought 
us into the World, and the ſame Maſter formed our Minds wit! the 
„ {ame Principles: T hink not therefore that I will by any puſillanimons 
Retreat indeavour to evade thy Cruelty, and deſert the glotious Cauſe 
of ſuffering for our Religion. Loſe no Time, for I come preparcd to 
« ſuffer, not to make Speeches.” This Anſwer, deliver'd with an Air 
of Reſolution, ſo inraged the Tyrant, that he thought, if poſſible, 0 ad- 
vance his Tortures.; therefore commanded the Executioners to clap his 
Hands and Feet into the Screws, where with a violent Wrench they diſ- 
located all the Joints of his Fingers and Toes at once. This done, they 
continued to draw the Engine yet higher, till they had twiſted his Legs 
and Arms, and Shoulder-Bones, out of their ok and finding him 
ſtill to ſurvive all theſe Diſtortions, dragged off his Skin at the Ends of 
his Fingers, and flay'd him from the very Crown of his Head. And rot 
content to have mangled his Body after this mercileſs Manner, they diag- 
ped him to the Wheel, where being yet more diſtended npon the Pins and 
crews, he faw his ſeveral Parts burſt aſunder, his Fleſh drop off by Picce- 
Meals, and his Bowels and Blood guſh out. His Tormentors being 
wearied with their continual Applications. of Cruelty, and Nature ju!: 
exhauſted in the Heroick Youth, he cloſed this bloody Scene with a dread- 
ful Prognoſtick of the Tyrant's Fate : O wicked and moſt inhumane of 
« all Tyrants, we ſuffer thus for the Love of God, and his moſt duft 
« Law; but thou, who art the Cauſe of all this Injuſtice and Cruelty, 
« ſhalt ſuffer. endleſs Torments.“ | 
The fourth Brother being hauled to Execution, is perſwaded to con- 
ſider and avoid inevitable Deſtruction, which he ſaw preparing for him. 


But he nnn not to ſtain the Honour of his Family, and diſgrace the 
Cauſe 


* 
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Cauſe of Religion by any puſillanimous Act, replied, * The Sight of all. 
« your Tortures in their diſmal Appearances cannot fright me to derbgate | 
from the noble Example of my Brethren. Let thy Tortures be as ex- 
« travagant as thy Malice and Cruelty can invent, they ſhall only ſerve. 
to prove me a Branch of the ſame Stock, and animated with the very 
« {ame Soul with thoſe whoſe Blood thy impious Hands have ſpilt.” 
The barbarous Antiochus was fo incenſed at this, that he commanded im 
mediately to cut out his Tongue. But the holy Youth not in the leaſt 
terrified with his Threatnings, . cried out: Here it is ready for thy 
« wicked Executioners to exerciſe their Cruelcy upon: But know, thou 
« Tyrant, that by depriving me of the Uſe of this Organ; of Speech, thou 
« canſt not make my Reaſon dumb. O that I might, to glorify God, 
« loſe my Life by Inches! But as for thee, Guilt and Vengeance will 
«- ſoon. over-take thee, who cutteſt out this inoffenſive Tongue, that hath 
« been imploy'd in making Melody, and finging Praiſes to God, who 
formed it for that Parpoſe.” Then the Tormentors cut out his Tongue, 
and tied it to the Trunk of his Body, which being exhauſted with Pain, 
and nuferably mangled, he joyfully ended his Conrie, 

The fifth Brother, eager of having his Share in this honourable Con- 
fi, boldly ſtepp'd forward uncall'd for, and offer'd himſelf to the Tor- 
ture, addreſfing the King thus: Thou ſeeſt, moſt inhumanc Tyrant, 
% wait not thy tedious Orders, but voluntarily offer myſelf to the Trial, 
% and dare thy Cruelty in the Defence of my Faith. The ſooner thou 
* difpatcheſt me, the ſooner will my Happineſs be compleat, and thine 
© Tniquaties make thee ripe for Vengeance. Tell me, thou Devourer of 
Mankind, what could provoke thee to torment and murder the Ihno- 
« cent? Is it a Crime to ſerve that God who created the World? And 
* ſhall we not worthip him by whom we live, and who hath inſtituted 
the Methods by which we are to regulate our Lives? In this we deity 
thy Tortures, and deſpiſe thy Puniſhments, which will tranflate us to 


|. WT © happy Eternity, and thee to endleſs Torments,” At theſe Words 
of Wl the Executioners ſeiz d, and bound him to the Wheel, and drawing the 
i Wl Screws trait, they at once diſlocated the Jojnts of his Limbs and Back, 


fo that he twiſted round the Wheel; and being almoſt ſtrangled, he thus 
took his Leave: Thou little doſt imagine, moſt execrable Tyrant, the 
* Benefit thy Cruelty procures to us; for the more thou rageft againſt 
us in theſe unheard of Tortures, the more acceptable thou rendereſt 
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: e us to God. This momentary Pain will procure us everlaſting Reſt, 
tand every Torture is but an Occafion of exerciſing our Patience. 


The ſixth Brother being brought forward, the Tyrant aſk'd him whe: 


ther he would accept of:Deliverance ? To which the brave Youtl: re 
l hough I am inferior in Yeats to my Brothers that have fuſe a 


before me, yet is my Soul equal in Magnanimity to theirs. And as 
ee we were nouriſhed and educated together in the Fear of God, we ought 


< to perſiſt in the ſame to Death. Think not therefore to terrify or per- \ 


« {wade me to relinquiſh the glorious Cauſe of Religion by the Appre- 


henſion of Torture, for I am ready to ſuffer as they have dong, and 


<< know, that God will au 6 ark me in the Defence of a good Conſcience 
under the greateſt Pains 


and Sides, till his Bowels and Intrails were burnt up, while he <riz6 


*:0 glorious Conflict, in which ſo many Brethren have ingag'd for their 
Religion, and come off with Conqueſt ! I will bear my Brethren c com- 
<< pany in fo noble à Death, and add to the Number of Plagues dus to 


<* thee, O wicked Inventor of artful Cruelty, and implacable Foe of a 
< that adhere to the true Religion ! Six of us have now baffled, th Me 


_ * lice and Rage; for I muſt needs account thee bofled, who haft with- ' 


<< out Succeſs attempted to force us from our Duty. Thy Fires, we 
& thinks, are cold; thy Racks eaſy ; and thy Guards are now no long 


«er T ormentors and Executioners, but Defenders and Promoters of our 
Law and its Honour, fince they aſſiſt us in giving Teſtimony t© it ; i 


= 


« and contribute to the Triumphs of the Religion they are not able 1 


ſuppreſs. Having made an End of ſpeaking, and juſt ready to c-} 
Pire, they diſpatch'd him Hp caſting him into a Cauldron of boiling 


Liquor. 


And now the ſeventh and youn eſt Brother appear'd : Whom, when 


the Tyrant faw fetter'd'and pinion'd, tho' he had been ſo implacabl; out- 


ragious againſt the reſt, his hard Heart began a little to, rclent; thereivro 


calling him up to the Throne where he ſat, he began to try him with {oit 
Words and fair Means. You ſec, ſaid he, young Man, the miteravicy 


« End to which the reſt of your Family have by their own Obſtinacy 
<« brought themſelves, and which will be your Fate in a few Minutes, 


if by their Example you will not become wiſer, But I hope beiter 
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thou canſt inflict. Antiochus ſeeing him thus 
reſolute, commands him to be faſten'd to the Wheel; and after having 

broken and diſtorted all his Bones, they put Fire under him. Then the 
- Soldiers heated 'Spits and Spears red hot, and thruſt them into his B wa 
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Things from you; and for an Incouragement of your better Beha. 


« viour, I make you a generous Proffer of my Eſteem and Friendſhip, 


e and promiſe to promote you to Places of Honour and Profit,” Then 
addreſſing himſelf to the Mother of theſe brave Youths, who had hi- 
therto been a Witneſs of her Childrens Sufferings, with a ſeeming Com- 
paſſion for her Loſs, he intreated her to prevail upon her Child, in Pity 
to herſelf at leaſt, to ſave this ſmall Remnant of her Family, and not to 


give herſelf the Affliction of having all her Offspring fo fadly torn away 
at once. But ſhe, worthy of the Honour of being Mother to ſuch godly 


Heroes, whiſper'd thus to her Son in the Hebrew Language: © in Pity 
* to me, my Son, and m Honour of thy Family ; deſpiſe the Tempta- 


tions of the Tyrant, and defy his Threats. Look up with Hope to 
e that God who made the World, and who can deliver thee from thy 


« cruel Perſecutors. Bravely imitate thy religious Brethren, who have ſuf- 
« fer'd the worſt of Deaths for their Conſcience : Fear not the Tortnres 
« this Heathen can inflit ; and be aſſured that in the Day of Mercy, 
« which this Tyrant ſhall never fee, I ſhall 1cceive you all in celeſtial 
* Imbraces.” The godly Youth having with great Attention heard the 
Admonition of his pious Mother, on a ſudden cried out, © Well then, 
« unbind me, and let me apply myſelt to the King and his Friends that 
e attend about the Throne.” The Company was overjoyed at this Pro- 


poſal; and immediately let him looſe; upon which he ran haſtily to the 


Side of the Cauldron, and thus addreſſed himſelf to the King: *© Moſt 
« impious Tyrant! Haſt thou received from the Hand of God a King- 
dom, and ſo many worldly Bleſſings, and yet without the leaſt Shame 
« or Remorſe murdereſt tlie Friends and Servants of him who thus ad- 
% vanced thee ? Is this the Requital thou makeſt to a bountiful God, to 
rack and torture thoſe that worſhip him, and for no other Reaſon but 


© becauſe they worſhip him as he himſelf has directed? Be well aſſured 


„this Wickedneſs will not be forgotten, nor go unrewarded, for Juſtice 
© will purſue thee; and in the mean time lay up in Store for thee Tor- 
ments and Fires, not like thine here, which quickly conſume the Body, 
* and put an End to Pain, but ſuch as {hall be a Store of Fire, and Pains 
% inexhauſtible. Can'ſt thou call thyſelf a Man, thou more than ſavage 
Brute, and yet have no Regard, no Relenting for theſe moſt exquiſite 


and ſtudied Pains, which thou inflicteſt on them who have the ſ:1ne 


Nature, the ſame tender Senſe of Sufferings with thyſelf? Is it poſſible 


« 4 Creature of like Matter and Form ſhould take Delight in es 
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« burning, flaying, ſcourging, killing his Fellow Creatures? Yet ſuch 
. © thou art; but unlike to us in Diſpoſition, and as unlike in thy Pate 


Book VII. 


Wo | Portion. For we who die to gratify thy Malice have done gur 
t Daty, and ſhall find Favour and Happineſs with God: But thou, who 
<« haſt put us upon the Truth of our Religion with ſo much cauſleſs P. in, 
© fo undeſerved a Death, ſhalt howl for ever in Deſpair, and be plagu ad 
c with the bitter Reproaches of this ſad Day's Tranſactions. So dread%\1 
© fo infamous is thy Caſe ; fo blefled, fo glorious my martyr'd Brethren; 
*©* from whoſe Honours and Rewards think not that either F lattery or 
e Fear ſhall exclude me: 
<« beſt of them, and think it long till we meet again in the ſame Suffer. 
Su) ings here, and in the ſame Bliſs hereafter,” With that he caſt him. 
ſelf into the Cauldron, and expired in the hotteſt of the Fire. 

'This was the glorious End of theſe godly. Heroes, who waded through 
a Sea of the acuteſt Pains to the Port of eternal Reſt. And yet to increaſe 
our Wonder, and abate that Notion of Fortitude which Men, too pat To 
tial to themſelves, are apt to boaſt of, as the peculiar Glory of their 5 
there is yet a more aſtoniſhing Inſtance of it in the Mother of theſe 3 
religious Brethren. She was exerciſed by Pains more ſharp and compli- 
cated than any yet mentioned. Who can conceive. the Extremity, the 
Variety of that pious Mother's Pains, who herſelf was toriur'd ard put 
to Death in every one of her ſeven Sons? The Affection of Parents ter- 
minates in their Children, who are the proper Centre of all their Care and 
Concern : But ſo true a Daughter of Abraham was the Mother of theſe 
gallant godly Youths, that even Compaſſion for her own Children ccd 
not *break in upon her Duty. Such was her Zeal, that when Religion 
and the preſent Safety and Preferment of her ſeven Sons were offer to 
her Choice, ſhe wiſely gave the Preference to Religion, took God's Wed 
before the King' 8, and choſe to have them live fer ever with God in Hca- 
ven, rather than injoy a ſhort Proſperity with Antiochus upon Earth. 
The Fear and Love of God made her overlook the preſent Eaſe and Ad- 
vantage of her Children; and ſhe knew ſhe could never love them ſo ten- 
derly, ſo deſervedly, as when their ſteady Virtue and Conſtancy in the 
Cauſe of Truth charmed her Affections, and indear'd them to her. Ih 
were juſt, wiſe temperate, and magnanimous, affectionate to each other. 
and dutiful to their Mother to that Degree, that they even died in the 
Cauſe of their Law in Obedience to her. 


lowing any one of theſe manifold Ingagements to betray her into an ut. 
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due Tenderneſs, or ſuffering any of the Torture they indured to fhaks 
her Reaſon, that ſhe exhorted each of them ſingly, and all of them to 
gether, not to decline any Sufferings or Death for the Sake of Religion. 
And now, to cloſe this bloody Tragedy, the Soldiers approached t to ſeize 
the godly Matron in order to Execution; but ſhe prevented all Attempts 
upon her Perſon, and without any Force caſt herſelf into. the Fire, de- 
f-ating thus the Tyrant's Rage and Violence, diſappointing all his wick- 
ed Contrivances, and exerting a moſt vigorous and noble Faith. Thus 
ended this doleful, yet glorious Day, with the Death of the victorious 


S:lomona, who triumphed 3 in the ſharpeſt Agonies of her Sons, and her 


own Sufferings, who with them was tranſlated from Miſery to Bliſs un- 
ipeakable, admitted into the joytul Society of all their pious Ancettors, 
and whoſe Souls were received into an eternal Reſt, tor facrificing their 
Bodies in the Service of their God, 

The poor Fews for a Time labour'd under unſpeakable Preflures from 
the cruel Autiochus; but at laſt they were reſcued by the divine Provi- 
tence under the Conduct of the gallant Family of the Maccabecs: The 

chief of which at that Time was Meatrathins the Prieſt, who had fied 
from Feriiſalem, during the Periecution, and with his five Sons, John, 
Simon, Fudas, Eleazar, and Jonathan, had withdrawn to the Mountains 
of Media. 

In this melancholick Retirement Mattathias and his Sons bemoaned 

the hard Fate of their Religion and Country. But they had not Oppor- 
unity long of injoying this lad Retreat; for the Tyrant's reſtleſs Malice 
ſoon found them out, who ſent his Meſſengers into Media to oblige the 
jnhabitants to b and burn Incenſe in Hondur of their Idols. Many 
ſubmitted to this Force, but the brave Mattathias and his Family abhor- 
red this Profaneneſs; and to let Apelles, King Antiochus's General, ſee, 
that in Defence of his Conſcience, the Honour of God, and the Truth 
of his Religion, he was not afraid to die, he bravely lew a Tew that was 
juſt going to ſacrifice, preventing his Idolatry by his Death; and Ape!- 
ks continuing to perſwade or force the People to Profaneneſs, received 
his Death from ſome of the brave Maccabees, who not only in Defence 
of their Conſcience killed their Periccutors but overturn'd their Altars, 
and pull'd down their Idols. Then Mattathias finding he was not able 
to make long Oppoſition to the ſuperior Power of the Enemy, calling 
out to his Countrymen, fd, © Let him that loves his Religion follow 
me. Upon which he made the veſt of his Way to the Mountains 
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with his Sons, hither ſeveral 
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Fes with their Families followed him, 
Antiocbuss Officers bearing this, took a Party of the Garriſon at Jer 


alem; and purſued them; and attacking them on the Sabbath, ſlew about 


thouſand of them; who would not defend themſelves, becauſe of the 
Hereupon Mattathias and the reſt came to a Re. 
ſolution; not to make any Scruple of defending themſelves for the future 


againſt fach as. ſhould attack them on the Sabbath. After this they form. 


ed a Body of regular. Forces under the Command of Mattathias, and cj] 


upon their Enemies as they found Opportunity, deſtroy d the Altars of 

their Idols, and cauſed the Children to be circumciſed. | 
Mattathias having acted the Part of a brave and prudent Generel. ;: 

laſt is forced to ſubmit to the Weight of a hundred and forty fix Years , 


when taking Leave of his Sons and Countrymen, he exhorted ther 21 


his Death to defend their Nation and Religion, and declared his Son Ju 
das Maccabeus his Succeſſor in the Command of the Forces. W hich 
Command was accordingly conferred on him after his Father's Death, 
and he foon made it appear that he was worthy of it by his Courage and 


Conduct: For Apollonius, Governor of Samaria, hearing how obdinate Ely 


the Jews defended themſelves againſt the King's Forces, in haſte gather: 


what Troops he could, and prepares to attack them: But Judas was ap- 


prized of his Approach, and marching againſt Apollonius, routed his Ar- 
my and flew him. Judas the Governor of Cæloſyria, hearing of thi- 
Defeat, and reſolving to ſuppreſs the Fews before their Succeſſes 111911!d 
increaſe their Numbers, advances as far as Bethoron with a numerous Aim, 
but Judas, tho inferior in Number, defeated and ee him, killing 
eight hundred of his Men upon the por, the reſt fled into the Country 
of the Philiſtines. 

Upon this News Antiochus was much inraged, and vowing a TY ere 
Revenge, he raiſes a powerful Army in Greece and other Parts, reſol 
to invade Frdea the next Spring. But finding his Treaſure f. ul Hort. 
paying ſo vaſt an Army, (his Tribute being much diminiſhed by the e. 
quent Revolts and Commotions in his Dominions) he intends an Expedi- 
tion into Per/ia, and there to levy Tribute to defray the Charge of the 


War. But before he went, he conſtituted his Favourite Lyſias Goverr: or | F 
from Euphrates to Egypt, leaving with him one ha“ 


of all the Country 
of the Forces, with Orders to ſend an Army into 7 
troy Feruſalem, to extirpate the 
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fas, the better to execute his Maſter's Commands, pitches on Ptolemy the 
Son of Dorymenes, Nicanor and Gorgias, three eminent Commanders, to 
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manage. the War againſt the Fews. Theſe with an Army of forty thou- 
ſand Foot, and ſeven thouſand Horſe, prepare to invade Fuden, and all 
Things being ready they marched to Emmaus, where they for a while in- 


camped. During their Stay there, their Army was increaſed by the addi- 


tional Troops of the Syrians, renegado Jews, and other neighbouring Na- 
tions, among whom came ſeveral Merchants to buy Slaves, thinking them- 
ſelves ſecure of Victory over the eu m. Re 

Fuags all this Time is not idle; for he and his Brethren gathering what 
Forces they could in fo ſhort a Time, reſolve to defend themſelves ; and 
diſpoſing their little Army as regularly as the Condition of their Affair 
would permit, Judas in a ſhort Speech thus animates them: © "There ne- 
ver was a fitter Opportunity, my Friends, of exerciſing our Valour, 
and deſpiſing Danger than now. Liberty, the darling Principle of Na- 
© ture, is the Cauſe we are to fight for; without which we mutt never 
** expect to injay our Religion, This is the Time to recover our an- 
tient Laws by our Courage, or puſillaniznouſiy deliver them up, and 
*© theſe poor Remains of our Countrymen, to Ignominy and Slavery. 
* Truſt in God, whoſe Cauſe we fight, and queſtion not but he will 
* bleſs our Arms with Succeſs here, or give vs a glorious Reward here- 
« after.” Judas having thus incouraged his Men, took Poſt at AMajpia, 
oppoſite to Feruſalem ; where, hearing that Gorg/as was detach'd with 


five thouſand Foot, and a thouſand Horſe to ſurprize the Jew! Camp 


by Night, he marches with his beſt Troops to fall upon the main Body 
of the Enemy at Emmaus, Gorgias coming to Judas's Camp, found 
it empty, and concluding that the Jews had thro' Fear fled into the 
Mountains, purſues them thither. In the mean time Judas came to 
Gorgias's Camp by Break of Day, with only three thouſand Men; which 
the Enemy ſeeing, they march'd out to charge them; but Judas ſoon 


routed them, killed three thouſand upon the Spot, and purſued the reſt. 
into the Country of Edom. Then returning to attack the Body Gorgras 


had led into the Mountains, they underſtanding that their main Body had 
been defeated, their Camp enter'd and burnt, and that Judus's Army 


was in the Plains ready to give them Battle, a panick Fear ſeiz'd them, 


aid they all fled into the neighbouring Countries. Judas's victorious Ar- 
my returning from the Purſuit, enter'd the Enemies Camp, which they 
piunder'd, carrying off a great Booty : Then giving Thanks to God, the 
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Author of their Succeſs, they repair'd' o Yeruſulem ; where they i injoy” 
ed the Fruits of their Victory the remaining Part of that Year. But Ly- 
as impatient at theſe Diſappointments, and to wipe off the Diſgrace of 
this Defeat, the next Year raiſed an Army of ſixty thouſand Foot, and 
five thouſand Horſe, and came in Perfon to extirpate the Jeus. 
and his Army being fluſh'd with their former Succeſs, were not in the 
leaſt difcouraged at the Sight of this numerous Army, for drawing out ten 
thouſand Men only, they gave Lyſias Battle, whom they routed, and cut 
five thouſand of his Men in pieces. Exfias upon this Defeat return'd ta 
Antioch to raiſe more Forces, reſolving to be reveng'd on the Fes with 
a more powerful Army, than hitherto he had rais'd. 
The Enemy being thus driven out of Fudea, Judas carefully ſet . 

work to ſettle the Affairs of his Country. He firſt began by cleanfing 
the Temple, and reſtoring it to the ſame Condition it was in before, can 
ling it to be dedicated again, and the Worſhip of God reviv'd. He ior 

tified Mount Sion, inclofing it with Walls and Towers. Having put“ 
ruſalem into this Poſture of Defence, he fortified Bethſura, a City nc; 
Edom, and made War on the neighbouring Nations, which had conſpired 


to deſtroy the Maelites that were among them. After this, having di- 


vided the Forces among his Brethren, he routed the Ammonites and 1: 
adomites, entred the Country of Gilead, took many Towns, and reſeucd 
a great Number of Fews, who were beſieged 3 in Caſtles and Towns, and 
convoy'd them fafely to their own Country, with their Wives and Chil- 
dren. In their Paſſage Home they beſieg d and took by Storm the City 
of Ephron, which they burnt, and put all the Men to the Sword. Then 
paſſing the Jordan, they came into the Plains of Fudea, the People. a) n 
the Way ſinging Hymns of Victory, and offering Sacrifice for the SU 
ceſs of the Army. And that which was moſt remarkable, in theſe {e- 


veral Expeditions and Ingagements, when they came to muſter the Jews, 
there was not a Man wanting. 


Whilſt Judas and his Brother Jonathan were thus ſucceſsful, the other 4 
Brother Simon was not idle in Galilee, whither Judas had order'd him | 


with Part of the Army; for he defeated: the Enemies of the Jets there, 
and brought away all the Fews that were in thoſe Parts, But Tofe #þb, 
whom Judas had left to govern Jeruſalem in his Abſence, venturing out 
with too ſmall a Partty to attack 
of the Place, ſallied out and repuls'd them putting two thouſand to thi 
Sword ; the reſt being obliged to retreat to the Frontiers. 
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Things going on in Fudea ſo unſucceſsfully under Antiochus's Gene- 
rals, he meets with little better Succeſs in Perſia ; for marching to the- 
City of Elimais, or Per ſepolis, to plunder it, the Inhabitants having No- 
tice of his. Deſign, prepar'd to give him a warm Reception ; which they 

did with ſuch Reſolution, that they routed him, and obliged him to re- 
a to Babylon. After this, being at Echntane, he receiv'd the News: 
of the ill Succeſs of his Arms in Judea, which put him into a great 
perplexity; however being reſolute in his Revenge for that Diſgrace, 
he haſted forward; but by the Way falling from his Chariot, his whole 
Body was bruiſed, and his Limbs maſh'd with the Fall. This Acci- 
dent (or rather Judgment upon him for his former Cruelties) together 
with his Vexation for the late Diſappointments, occaſion'd a Corruption. 
in his Body in ſuch Sort, that he ſwarm'd with Worms, his Fletch rot- 
ted off, and his Trunk was one intire Maſs of Putrefiction. And now 
he repents, but too late, of the many Barbarities he had practis'd againſt 
the Jews: Being at the Point of Death, he declar'd his Son Autioc bus 
Eupator his Succeſſor, and appointed his Foſter-Brother and Favourite 


Philip Regent of the Kingdom, who convey d the dead Body of che 8 


wicked chat to Antioch. 

The Jews reap'd little Advantage by the Death of Antiochus Fipipha- 
»2s, for his Son and Succeſſor Anrichus Eupator continued the War, 
He ſent his General Timethous with a conſiderable Army to take Poſſeſ- 


fon of Fudea ; which Judas hearing, he immediately marched out of 


Jeruſalem and gave him Battle, in which he flew twenty thouſand five 
nundred of his Foot, and fix hundred Horſe, Timotheus himſelf hardly 


eſcaping into the Portreſe of Gazara, 1 TOY his Brother Charas com- 


manded. Judas purſued him thither, beſieg'd the Place, and in five 
Days took it. Timotheus having hid himſelf in a Ditch, 1s drag” d thence 


and flain with his Brothers Chereas and Abollophanes. Lyſias hearing 
how unſucceſsfully Affairs went on in Juda, gather'd an Army of above 
_ thouſand, with which he march'd to Ferilſalem: But coming to 


ethjura, he thought it neceſſary to take in that Place in his Way. 
Whült he was attacking Bethjura, Judas having Notice of his Approach, 


march'd out of eruſalem, and with his uſual Bravery fell upon Lyfias's 


Army, kill'd eleven thouſand Foot, fixteen hundred Horſe, and routed 
the reſt. Ly/ias with much ado eſcaped to Antioch ; where confidering 
the diſtracted Condition of Afﬀairs, and deſpairing of preſent Recruits, he 


was forced. to. grant the Jews Peace, and the Liberty of their Re gion. 


This 
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ple of Jappe, who . drownec ndred Of 
fon took a ſevere Reyenge: of them; for he burnt their Port, and put 
to the Sword all the Inhabitants that had eſcaped the Fire. Then hear- 

ing that the People of Famnia had very baſely treated the Jews that li- 


defeated, and then made Peace with them, Then taking the ſtrong 


routed Timotheus, took him Priſoner, and diſmiſſed him, upon Conditic:: 


Therefore Judas thought it highly neceſſary to attempt the Reduction A 


Town, which not long before held out againſt his General Laſias. Ai. 


«This Peace wis, but, af ſhort Continvaner; for the neighbouring Pe. 
ple gave the Jews great and frequent Diſturbances 3 particularly the Peg. 
cho . drowned two hundred f them; for which Judas 


ved among them, he came and burmt their Harbour, ahd all their Ship 
in it. After this, hearing that Tzmotheus had gotten ſome Troops to- 


gether, he march'd againſt him; but on his Way was attack ' d by a 


— 


* 


Party of five thouſand: Arabian Foot and five hundred Horſe, whom he 


Town of Caſpbim, he attack d Characa, where. Timotheus had left ten 
thouſand Men in Garriſon, and put them all to the Sword, In fine, he. 


that he ſhould releaſe the eus he had taken Priſoners: After this, he 
ſlew twenty five thouſand Men at Carnion, zetook Epbron, and defeated 
Gorgias, who narrowly eſcap'd himſelf, © 
But notwithſtanding theſe Succefles, the Jews could not call them- 
ſelves intirely Maſters of Feruſalem, for the Citadel ſtill held out for the 
King of Syria; and the Garriſon, conſiſting of Macedonians and Renc- 
gado Jeus, was very troubleſome to ſuch as reſorted to the Temple. 


the Place; and having prepared his Enginesrand Machines for beſieging 
the Citadel, he ſoon ſtraitned the Garriſon. The Beſieg'd found Means 
to acquaint King Antiochus with their Diſtreſs, who -pramis'd to relieve 
them ; -and for that End gather'd an -Army of a hundred and ten thou- 
ſand Foot, twenty thouſand Horſe, and thirty Elephants with Caſtles 
on their Backs full of Archers. Menelaus, whom we have mention'd be- 
fore, and whom Antiochus had appointed High-Prieſt, pretended to in- 
treat the King for his People; but his Prayers only tended to procure to 
himſelf the ſupreme Authority. Lyſias, who plainly ſaw thro this Hy- 
pocrite, <aution'd the King -agginſt theſe villanous Deſigns and Practices 
of Menelaus, aſſuring him, that Menelaus was the Occaſion of all thoic 
'Troubles.: Upon which the King cauſed him to be ſeiz d, and caſt 'down 
Headlong from the Top of a Tower. . 5 

Alntiocbus preparing to march to the. Relief of the Citadel of Feriſalou, 
paſs d thro' Idumea, where in his Way he laid Siege to Bethſura, a ſtrong 
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permit them to be govern'd 
more Safety look after his own Affairs. This Propoſal pleas'd the King, 


Book VII. 
trchus with great Fury attacks the Place, which made a good Defence, 


for the In 
ſo that he, ſpent much Time about it to no Purpoſe. At laſt, Judas, 
who had Pessd the Citadel with all his Might, fearing the Bet arans 
ee be 79585 to ſubmit to the ſuperior Force of he? Enemy, left the 

Siege of the Citadel, and came to the Relief of Bethſura. Intending, 
if he could, to ſurprize the King's Forces, he march'd in the Night, 


end attacking one Quarter of the Army in the Dark, he kill'd four thon- 
The next Morning, 


ſand, and ſtruck a Terror into the whole Camp. 
notwithſtanding their Numbers, and the terrible Appearance of the Ele- 
phants, Judas gives them Battle, in which Eleazar, the Brother of Fu- 
das, ow ee an Act of wonderful Bravery ; for ſeeing an Elephant lar- 


upon him; he ruſh'd into the thickeſt of the Enemies, killing all that 
food in his Way, and getting under the Belly of the Elephant, he thruſt 
his Sword into his Body ; the Beaſt fell, and he himfelf was cruſh'd to 


Death with the Fall. But how reſolute and brave {oever the Jews were, 


they were ſo overpower d by the unequal Numbers of the King's Troops, 


that they were forced to retire to Ferufalem. Whereupon Antrochus 


dividing his Army, with one Part carried on the Siege of Bethſura, and 


with the other himſelf march'd to Jeruſalem. The Bethjurans ſeeing 


a0 Proſpect of Relief from their Friends, ſurrender'd the Town upon 


Terms, and no Acts of Hoſtility were offered to them. From Bethſura 
the King s Forces march'd to Feruſalem ; where Judas had ſhut up 
himſelf and Friends in the Temple. They defended the Place with 


creat Reſolution, but muſt inevitably have ſurrender'd, or been taken by 
Sorm for want of Provifion, if a lucky Accident had not relieved them; 
which thus fell out. Whilſt King Antiochus and Lyfias were buſy in re- 


_ ducing the Fews, Philip, whom the old King had conſtituted Regent 


during the young King's Minority, returning from Media and 


Fera with an Army, uſurp'd the Government of the Kingdom. 


Whereupon Lyſias adviſed the King to grant the Jews Peace, and 
by their own. Laws, that he might with 


who immediately ſent to offer Peace to the Fews, who readily accepted 
of it; which, being ratified by Oath, they came out of the Temple, But 
when. Antiochus had enter'd the Temple, and ſaw the Strength of the 


Wall that encompals'd' it, contrary to his Oath, he cauſed the Walls and 


F *ortifications to be r d. Then depoſing Onias, he made Alcimus 
60 6 E High- 
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by vg Fes bold Sallies burnt and diſorder d his Engines, : 


the reſt with the Royal Arms, and thinking the King had been 
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gh Pfleſt in his R66th; and took Oar along with him to Aufi, 
i pet e ind fond PhtWp2hid made Hinſclf*Mafter of the 
? e giving Barth; He reedvertdigpl 7 19nGeh) 1! 
e 8 dig Abe lr lohn tlie Throne eee ns 
e Tor, ce oh Of Selencus, going from Roe to Syria by Sea wit! 
| Fer bee che Port of Teipolis ; 5 ind havin 


ing poſſeſs de himſelf of a great 
Part of the Kin dom, he enter d Am ioc; = Lou che Army ſecm'd Ar. 


"Hochus "zh L.yfias,” With intent to dehvef chern „up to Damenriun Nut 

"0 "refuling' to ſee, theth, they wete ßut to Death by the Soldiers, and 
Hen took Poſſeſſibi of all the Kingdom: fol pn - 

'- * Alcimus,' whom Antiochus Eupater had created High- Frieſt, and who 
"Had voluntarily defil'd himſelf at the Time when the Fews mix d with 
the Gentiles, and was thereby become unworthy. of che Prieſthood, of 

*. which he had been deprived, to inſinuate himſelf into the Favour of D-- 

5 nes, - accuſed Judas the Maccabee: and his Party, of carrying on the 
War, of exciting Sedition, of being Enemies tothe Kings of Syria, and 
of proſecuting his faithful Servants. Then adviſing Demetrius to ſend 
beine erſon to Fudea to inquire into the Poſture of Affairs, Demetrius 

f, ave that Commiſſion to Bacebides, a Favourite of eAAntioobus Bprphane:, 

Fi Key e es Man, and Prætor 01 Meſopotamia $ and recommending 
Albin to him, he e gave bim Power to treat Judas and his Follweis as 

e esd. Then confirming Alcimus in the Prieſthood, he and B 

. cChides at tie Head of an armed Force arrive in Judea. The Doctors of the 

1 OR er 1 eerily ab her to conſult what to do on this Occafion, at laſt a- 

1 eres to Walt Ons badet and Alcimus to offer Peace. Being Promised 

0 Condück, they accordingly attend; but the treacherous Alcimis ba- 

got them in his Power, cauſed lüxty two of them to be ſeiz d and 

Wn to Beat in one Day, contrary to his Word given them. This Per- 

it Bay 3 in gcens'd che People; and made them more cautious. | However Bac- 

1 act des, Wh bad the Power in his Hands, put Alcimus into Poſſeſſion 
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e Chunfry, and left Troops to ſu pport kin.  Mcimus being Maſter of 


Hi 


4 


3 


Jude, made a great Slaughter of tlie Fetus that were not for him. Ju- 
7 1 Jas openly declared againſt Alcimus, and ſtood upon his Defence ; ani 
W Allcimus Ae ſenſible that his Party was not the moſt powerful, thought 


it moſt expedient: return to the King, to get Force to ſtrengthen his 
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I at Court, be charged Judas and his F ollower: 
with many Crimes: Which Acculation being heard in prejudice of Ju- 


f der and Hh Friends, mis ſent - Nicaner, one of the prime Men of 


his 
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his Court, with Qrders to. ſeize, Judas, to anten all his Abe and to 
ſet up Alcimut. Micunor coming to Feruſalem, and ; pretending he 
in a friendly Manner to let them know the good elinations, of 0 Vis 


to che Fews; they were ſo credulous as to believe um, and feed Rig 
and his Army with great Hoſpitality, But Judas, who was as politick 


as brave, ſoon. found out Nicaner's Deſign againſt his Perſon; and. there- 
fore retiring to his Friends, reſolves; to defend himſelf by y, open Force. 
Near Cuphanſalum there happen'd a Skirmiſh, in which Judas being over- 


power d by Numbers; was forced to/ retreat ina the Citadel of Feruſy $ 


lem, having loſt five thouſand: Men in the Action, Maœunor purſu” d, apd 
went up to Mount Sion, where ſome. of the Prieſts met him, ſthewing 
him the Sacrifices, which, they told him, they were going to offer for 


the Safety of King 8 Nicanor in a Rage threaten'd thern, that 
if they cds not deliver Judas to him, he would raze the Ten le to 
the Ground. But being diſappointed of his Aim in taking N be 


was reſolved to he revenged on ſome- body; and therefore having Van 
informed, that there was a Man named Ragias, eminent for his ſteady 
Conſtancy in the Religion of his Country, he ſent a Guard of five hun- 
dred en to ſeize him; for he thought the Loſs of ſo conſiderable a 


Perſan would be a great Affliction to the Jews. This Company attack'd 
the good old Man in the Caſtle, which he defended bravely; ; but at laſt 
being overpower' d, and finding himſelf juſt ready to fall into the Ene- 
my's Hands, rather than be a "Reproach to his Nation by ſubmitting to 


theſe Infidels, he thruſt his Sword into his Body and died. 
"Nicanor leaving . Feruſalem in a Rage, and breathing nothing but Re- 


enge againſt the Jeus, incamp'd at a Village call d ee where he 
vas join d by ſeveral Recruits from Syria. Judas was not long behind 
him; for he drew. out of Feruſalem, and with his little Army incamped 
at Alaſus within thirty F urlongs of the Enemy. Tho Fudas's Army 
ſcarce deſerved that N (for it conſiſted but of one thquiand Men, and 
Nir anbrs of nine thouſand) yet he was reſolv d. to give them . Battle, 


truſting more ta the Merits of his Cauſe, than Numbers of Men.“ Then 


in a ſhort  Harrangue. at the Head of his Troops, he incouraged them 


not to be diſmay d at the Inequality of their. Numbers, but to > conſider 


the Cauſe; they a for; and falling on, a blogdy Fi ight enſu'd; 

Which Nickor;.the Enemy's General, Was kill'd, l his whole Arm 7 
cut off, not one Man eſcaping. Judaus's  vietorious Troops proclain'd 
their Succeſs to the Country — Sound of a Trumpet wherever they carne, 
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bg was welcome! News to the; Feu. Wpben they Tearch'd the Field: 
over the Wall to the Fowls After per they. inſtituted a Feſtival ; in 
| firuck wich a painful Diſtemper, of which he miſerably; died. 
for ſome Time, and concluded an Alliance with the Romans ; but foon 


A Fwy Bacchides mareh'd by the Way that leads to Galgala, took 
that Ci 
Serum. | Bacthides hearing that Judas was incam 


N rages; but they were fo frighted at the Nene of the Egemy, that 


Then animating them by his o.]Ʒ Example, be 


left Wing in Play, that follow 'd and incles d him. The Action was 


forced to fly. Sem and Jonathan having obtain'd a Truce of Bacchi- 
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found the Body of Niconer, which carrying to. Jeruſalem, Fud;; 
rd the Head phy ha ung upon the T op of the Citadel, Art cutting 
out the Tongue for the: Da ad 2 d, Which was thrown 


of this Victory on the thirteenth of the Month Agar, or - 
righ About this Time died Alcimus the High- Prieſt, who, attempting 
to demoliſh the old Wall which incompaſs d the Prieſt's Ay 


SK Hwa} Ss on eee „ e ro ond 


After this the Jews remain'd/abſolute Maſters of Feruſalem, had Peace 


after Demetrius ſent Bacchides againſt them with an Army of choice 


and flew-abundance of People; 2 * which - they advanced tg 


ped at. Berezoth, ſent 
a Detachment of two and twenty thouſand, Foot, and two thoufand Horſe, 
to ſurprize him. Judas, notwithſtanding his Troops were but a handful 
in Compariſon of the Enemy, ſtill retains his Zeal and Courage, and in 

courages his Men to behave themſelves as uſually under ſuch Diſadvan- 


— — Weed of > 4A 


many of them deſerted, till at laſt they had but eight hundred Men left. 
However, with theſe he reſolves to try his Fortune; and when his 30l- 
diers adviſed him to retreat and wait for a Supply, he with diſdain an- 
ſwer' d than : „God forbid that the Sun ſhould ever ſee me turn my 
< Back to my Enemies; for 1 will never ſtain the Very: of our former 
Actions, gain d by 0 much Valour, with an nous Flight.“ 
and broke the 
right Wing, where Barchides in Perſon commanded, and purſu d them 
to the Mountains of Azolus; but having not Forces enough to keep the 


+ roo jm 4 wy es vs 


very hot and — on the Fetos ſide, who ſold their Lives at a dear 
Rate. At laſt Judas, wholly incompaſs'd and overpower'd by the Enc- | 
my, was kill'd; and his Men thus depriv'd of their Leader were 


my of „ 2 


des, cormvey'd. their 'Brother Fudas's Body to the City of Modin, where | 
they buried it in their Father's Sepulchre, with all-Funeral Honour due 
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- The He Crberal, by the Aﬀfftance'of ere Enemies, bon made 
himſelf laſter ok ch the Cop ntry, ard difpoſe the Gobetnment into h 
Hands of ſüch Hul as, Were he Bikes 66 f to Fudas' (Friends hb whro udo 
with greater Heber than” Was ever Practiſed firce the Retwrh of tho 
Jews from the Babyloniſh Captivity. In this miſerable Condition; o Af. 
fairs, thoſe Fezos who perſevered in their Integrity choſe gp rt; Bro- 
cher to Judas, their General : Which when Bacchides undetſtood, he at- 
tempted by far 8 to get him into his Power; but: Fonat bun an is. 
Brother $716 Linge timely Notice of it, \ withlicip! with their Friends: 
out of bis Reich. into his? 'Defart of J. hecue, and coming to the Lakes 
Aſphar, they made 4 ſtand there. Bacchides ſoon after follow d them 
with all his Army; and Jonathan hearing of his Approach, ſent his Bro- 
ther Jobn⸗ to convey the Baggage into the Country of the Neſbutbeans, 
who were their Friends: But on their March they were attack ' d by the 
wy le of Madiba#4whoflew John and his Party, and carried of their 
age. For which ſome Time after Jonathun was revenged of them; 
for Sin them as they were. making merry at a Wedding, he flew 
many of them, and forced the reſt to fly to the Mountains. After which, 
Jonathan and Bis Party return'd to the River Jordan; whither Bacchides 
purſu'd them, and coming up with them on the Sabbath, ſuppoſing. they 
would not violate their Religion of the Day, he thought to make an eaſy 
Conqueſt of them. But Jonathan incouraged his Men to diſpute it brave 
ly, by ſhewing them the Danger ; for the Enemy las in Front, and 
the River in the Rear, ſo that they could hope for no Safety by running 
away. Then praying to God for Succeſs they ingag d; and Janatbhan ſee- 
ing Bacchides very active in incouraging his Men, made at him -withy alt 
his Might; but Bacchides declining, ſhelter'd himſelf among bis Soldiers. 
Jonathan finding the Enemy's Numbers too many, and being no longer 
able to ſtand them, with his Friends threw themſelves into the, Water, 
and ſwam the Yordan, the Enemy not daring to -purſue';themy ., Upon. 
which, Bacchides return'd to the Citadel of You Balena the. Tori of. 
near two thouſand of his Men. 
Baccbides being returned to Jeruſalem, Lortified the naighbourink 1 
and put Garriſons into them; and taking Hoſtages for the Fidelity of the 
Inhabitants, he return'd to the King, and the Country injoy'd, Peace for. 
two Years: | During which time. Jonathan and his Party lived quietly 35 
but at the End of two Vears his Enemies prevail'd with Bacchides to te- 
turn: Of which, when Jonathon had Notice, he flew the Adviſers of it, 
Nums. LXI. | = and 
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ati} wirhdtew ub bis Brbrher Simon Ape Hf. Followers to Bethalogs,” 2 
Tobin ſſtuated near che Deſtrtf wert bie fortißed himſelf, Bush, 
1 efge Mitt for Bind T es bat” Fort ban Yallying in the 
ps of winde a great SHUSHtet ef img" Biitchiae#®"Me" His Brother 5;. 
at "the tre Tie WIE P ty attacked them: in another Quarter, 
wg their Engines, and putting many to the Sword. This Defeat o 
thiperated Burc inst that he vented His Malice on the” Renegado Few: 
who were the Occaſion of his Return and Diſgrace. This laſt 2 
made Baceh/des incline to an Accommodation ; and therefore Hiding © 
 #athbn and his Party would never let him be quiet, and that it would * 
4 tedious and difficult Work to reduce them, a Treaty was Propoſed, 
afid Bycchides took ati Oath no more to moleſt the Jets. And in put- 
ſuande of this Treaty, he reſtored to Fonathin the Phſonge' of Jud, ” 
and fever more feturned into the Country. 
The Wars thus h plly ended in Jaden, Jonorhen bre vety quietly 
at Machnu, whiere he governed the People in Peace, and adminiſter d 
Juſtice as Sopreme, having a watchful Eye over the Deſerters of the 
Country Religion. His Power was ſoon inlarged by an unexpected Ac- i 
cident” between two Rival Princes: For Mexonder, a Son of Antiochns | 
Epiphunes, coming into Sy74a, by the Treachery of the Garriſon, who 
Hated the Haug "Temper of Demetrius, delivered up Plolemats, D-- 
metrius Hearing that Alexander had poſſeſs'd himfelf of Prolemuis, pro- 
pares to recover it; in order to which he thought it neceflary to court 
Jvnurbim, „who he thought at this Time might prove a dangerous Enes 
wy and tHerefore eohclndes ah Alliance with him, for fear he ſhould 
1 815 Alexander. And to ingage him the more in his Ifitereſt, he 
8890 him full Power to raiſe Forces, to provide Arms, and order d the 
| Hoſtages which were in the Citadel to be deliver'd to him. 
pon the Offer of theſe Conditions, Jonathan comes to Feruſalem, 
and reads his Orders, which when the Garriſon and Renegadoes. hea: rd, 
they immediately obey d, and deliver d the Hoſtages. After which 7. 
"nathan purged the Gers of Bethſura and Yeruſalen: ; the latter of 
which ne bertel building the Walls of ſquare Stone, the better to de- 
fend it againſt the Infalts 5 any Enemy. Befides this, Demetrius made 
the Jews more advantagious Offers than at other Times they could have 
expected: But Torathan and the Fews, who had faffered fo much by 
the Beige and cfuel Temper of 'Demerr7us, did not believe him fincere, 
but log d üpen this Generoſity as an Act of Force and eder 
if : ere 


his 
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theteforo. they fided with Alexander, Who, to. es  Fouathan, and 
his. Party" to incline to his Inicreſt, promiſed to make Fonathan High- 
his former Cruclty to the. 


Prieſt. Demetrius, too late; ſees, hip Error in his 

Jews, Who, tho he. promiſed them. all, the, Privileges and Immunſties 
imaginable, with the Reſtoration, af their Religion, and what cle they 
could deſire, ſtill inclin'd to Alexander, wha, partly with mercenary. 
Troops, partly: with thoſe that revolted in Syria, marches to meet He- 
metrius, whom he ſoon defeated and flew. ee Port pr 
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Mlexander being thus poſſeſſed of Syria by the Death of Demetrius, 


writes to Prolemy; King of Egypr, and demands his Daughter Clegpatra 
in Marriage. Ptolemy readily conſented, and appointing Ptolemg: o for 
the Place of Conſummation, brought his Daughter thither, giving her a 
Royal Portion. Jonathan the High- Prieſt is invited to the Wedding by 


Alexander, who receiv'd him with great Honour, and appointed him, 
next to himſelf, Prince and Chief of Fudea. a ee eee 


- 


lexander did not long injoy this proſperous State; for Demetrius, the 


Son of the late Demetrius, reſolving to revenge his Father's Death, and 
recover his Kingdom, came from Crete into Syria with an Army of Mer- 
cenaries. He. ſoon gain d over to his Intereſt Abollonius Daus, the Gover- 
nor of Cxlo- Syria, Who enter d Judea to oblige Jonathan to quit | Alexgn- 
der's Party, and join with Demetrius. Apollontus. with his Army can 


to Famnia, and ſent a Challenge to Jonathan to leaye the Faſtnefſes ip 


the Mountains, and fight him in the Plains. Jonathan was ſo nettled 
with this, that he gather'd ten thouſand Men, and taking his Brother $;- 
nam with him, marched directly to Foppe, which was garriſan'd by Abl 
F 

fearing they ſhould be taken by Storm, opened their Gates to him Apol- 


lonius hearing of the Surrender of Foppe, reſolves to put a Stop to the 


Progteſs of the Jewiſh General, and taking three thouſand Foot, marches 
to Foppe 3 then making a Faint, as if he would retreat, with Deſign to 
draw Funatham into the Plain, he planted an Ambuſcade at the fame 
Time in the hollow Parts of the Country of a thouſand Horſe, by which 
he intended to incompaſs. Janatlan. Forathan was apprized. of this Sirg- 
tagem, and being reſolv d to be no longer brav'd by the Enemy, formed 
Army as advantagiouſly as the Lime would admit, gives the Com- 
nadd of art of the Army to his Brother Simom, and incouraging his 
Soldiers te behave; themſelyes, like Men, he ,cautioned them to, forbgar 
ing in with the Enemy:atfrit, but ta receive their, Acre AR 10 
5 | hields, 


* 
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Shields, till the Enemy had ſpent them, and then to fall on. Apollonius's 
Horſe, in whom he chiefly confided, began a diſtant Fight, diſcharging 
continual Flights of Arrows from Morning till Noon, without any Ex- 
ecution. Simon ſeeing the Enemy weary with ſhooting, and their Ar. 
rows ſpent, with his Party attacks and routs them, whilſt Jonathan fell 
on their main Body, which ſoon gave Way. The whole Army of Apo L 
lonius thus broke, fled over the plain to Azotus, whither the Fews pur- 
ſued them, and entered the Town with them. In this City was a fa. 
mous Temple of the Idol Dagon, into which the Syrians fled ; but Jo- 
nathan ſetting Fire to it, burnt them and the Temple. The Number ot 
them that were flain in the Action, and burnt in the Temple of Dago, 
amounted to eight thouſand. 77 85 


After this, Jonathan burnt and deſtroy'd all the neighbouring Town. 


about Azotus ; and marching to Aſcalon, with Defign to beſiege it, the 
Inhabitants not daring to provoke the victorious Fews, came out with ali 
the Shew of Friendſhip, offering an Alliance and conſiderable Preſents 
to the General, who commending them for their Good-will, returns in 
Triumph to Feruſalem loaded with the Spoils of the Enemy. Alexay- 
der hearing of the Defeat of his General Apollonius, the better to maſk 
his Hypocriſy, ſends Meſſengers to Jonathan to congratulate his gord 
Succeſs againſt Apollonius, who, he aſſured him, had acted without any 
Commiſiion in the late Affair from him, at the ſame Time making 
Jonathan, his Friend and Ally (as he called him) a Preſent of Jewels 
of conſiderable Value. f IN ng 

About this Time Ptolemy Philometer, with a very great Naval and 
Land Force, arrived in Syria, under Pretence of affiſting his Son-in-law 
Alexander, In his March, all the Towns as far as Azotus, ſubmit to 
and receive him by Alexander's Order; and when he came to Axotis, 
the People made a great Complaint againſt Jonathan and his Soldiers, 
who had burnt the Temple of Dagon, and over-run the Country with 
Fire and Sword. Ptolemy gave them a patient Hearing, but promiſed 
nothing, being unwilling to diſoblige Jonathan, who hearing of the Ar- 
rival of Ptolemy, went out to meet him, and 1s honourably and magni- 
ficently received by him; then accompanying him in his Way as far as 
the River Fleutherus, he took his Leave of him, and return'd to 7er:- 
* Ptolemy was on his Way to Prolemais, he narrowly eſcaped an Am- 
buſcade laid for him by Ammonius at the Inſtigation of Alexander, Which 


being 
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being Alddrer d) Proley wrote" to Alexander, and Jerinded: Juſtice on 
the Traitor; baut Alexander declining it, "Ptolemy plainly perceived Alex- 


mir was tie Ruthor of the Plot, for which be conceived an implaca- 


ple Hatied againſt him, dd which ſoon: terminated in his Ruin ;- Fot 
the People; grown weaty of Alexander at Antioch, Ptolemy is . courted 


to accept the Governtnent: of Afa, which he modeſtly declining, adviſed. 
them to 6 toro Demetrius, whom they accepted, Ptolemy beſtowing his 
Dau ghter; W m 

Ae e, ſtorms at this and marching from Cilicia, with a great RY, | 


He had before itharried to Alexander, on Demetrius. 


invades" Syria and the Oountry of Antioch with Fire and Sword, But 
Prolemy, with his new Son- in- lav Demetrius, meets, and gives him Bat= 
tle, wherein Alexander is worſted, and forced to fly to Arabia, where 
Zubelus, King of the C untry, cut off his Head, and ſent it to Polen 
fol ia Preſent. Prolemę ſuro ved his Son-in-law- but a ſhort Time; for ha 
died of the Wounds he received in the laſt Action, five Days after, and 
Demetrius remained in peaceable Pofſeſſion of his Father's Kingdom. 
During theſe” Tranſactions, Jonathan had laid Siege to the Citadel of 
rafalem, and ſome of che Garriſon eſcaping by Night, came and ac- 

d Demetrius with it, who thereupon marched from Antioch with 


an Army to relieve it: And coming to Erolemais, he ſent for Jonathan 


r before him there. However, Jonathan continued the Siege, but 
went attended with the Elders and Prieſts to Plolemais, carrying a large 
Preſent of Gold, Silver, and other valuable Things, with which he mads 
his Peace with Demetrius, who treated him very *honourably, confirming 
him in the Prieſthood, and beſtowing on him the Government of Fudea, 


Samaria, 'Foppe, and Galilee, with other neighbouring Towns, on Con- 
dition chat he ſhould pay three hundred Talents. 


Affairs being ſettled in this Poſture, and Demetrius ſuſpecting no fur- 
ther Danger from any Enemies, firſt leſſens the Soldiers Pay, and ſoon 
after diſbanded moſt of them, keeping! in Pay only thoſe” Foreigners who 
came with him from Crete. This procured him the Hatred of the Army, 
who from otfier Kings, tho' in the moſt profound Peace, received their 


full Pay. This Opportunity one Tryphon, a Commander under Alexan- 


der, Jays hold on; and Which he the more eaſily improved by the Aſ- 
kftance of Malchus the Arabian, who had young Antiochus, the Son of 
the late King Alexander, under his Care. Trypþhon with much Difficulty 
prevails with: Male biss to deliver the young Prince to him, whom. accord- 
ing 705 his Promiſe, he proclaimed King, Jonathan laid hold of this 
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Oppertunſty to afk Leave of Demetrius to expel thoſe who were in the 
Citadel of Feruſalem, and the other Fortreſſes of Fudea, concluding, that 
Demetrius, to keep him in his Intereſt, would refuſe him nothing. De- 
metrius granted his Requeſt; but on Condition that he ſhould ſend him, 
Succours. : Jonathan ſends three thouſand Men to Antioch, who did D-. 
metrius great Setvice; for the Antiochiaus taking Arms, the Fews ſo 
well behaved themſelves, and defended Demetrius, that he owed his Life 
to them on this Occaſion. But this Demetrius ſoon forgot; for he broke 
his Promiſe with Fonatban, and threatned him with Military Execution, 
i he did not pay the Tribute uſually paid by his Predeceſſors. This hc 
nad certainly done, had he not been prevented by-Tryphon,; againſt whom 
he was forced to march with the Army he had prepar d to chaſtiſe Jong. 
ban. Tryphon returning from Arabia with young Autiochus, ſet the Di- 
adem on his Head; upon which the Syrian Troops, that had been put 
out of Pay by Demetrius, revolted to Auntiochus, who in one Battle reco- 
vered the City of Autioch. Then Autiochus ſending Letters to Jonatha, 
compliments him with the Title of Friend and Ally, confirms him in 
the Prieſthood, and the four Governments, which had been formerly 
granted to him, with many other Privileges. Befides, he appointed &. 
mon Jonatban's Brother, Govegnor of the Coaſt from the City of Ty-- 
to the Frontiers of Egypt. Fonathan, not a little pleas'd with theſe Pr. 
ceedings, ſends Meſſengers back to Antiochus and Tryphon, affuring then 
i of his Friendſhip, and that he would readily join them againſt Demecr::; 
4 as the Common Enemy. © ONT 4 : 90 
Jonathan ſoon let Autiochus fee how uſeful his Intereſt was to :n; 
Prince that confederated with him; for having obtain'd Leave of 417:5- 
chus, he went thro' Syria and, Phænicia liſting Soldiers. When he cnc 
- to Aſcalon, the People met him with great Preſents ;- whom he invited, 
as he had done the other Cities of Cælo-Syria, to relinquiſh Demetris, 
3 and join Antiochus. From thence he went to Gaza, where he met wit! | 
different Succeſs ; for contrary to his Expectation, they ſhut their Gates 
. againſt him, deelaring for Demetrius. Upon this Jonathan laid Siege 
"the Place, which, the more eaſily to oblige to yield with a Detachment 


he ravages the neighbouring Towns with Fire and Sword, The Peoj'c | 
of Gaza ſeeing the preſent Calamity, and, by reaſon of the diſtance, dei- 
| pairing of preſent Relief from Demetrius, ſubmit to Jonathan; who ta- 


ing Hoſtages from. them for the Performance of the Conditions ſent them 

10 Feruſalem ; and marching on, he took in the Country as far as Da- 

„ | malcus. 
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maſcus, At this Time Simas took the City of Bethfſura, Demetrius hop- 
ing to put a Stop to the Greatneſs of Jonathan, ſent an Army 
into Judea, which Jonathan gag d Thoſe that fled at firſt facing about 
routed the Enemy, and return'd victorious. to eruſalem. Then he re- 
newed the Alliance with the Romans and Lacedemonians ; and being in- 
formed that Demetrius's Generals were return'd. againſt him with a grea- 
ter Army than the former, he met him in the Country of the Amathi- 
tes; but the Enemy in a great Conſternation retir'd by Night, and o- 
nathan made Excurſions into the Country of the Arabs; after which his 
Brother Simon poſſeſs d himſelf of Joppe, and Jonathan repair d the Wall 
of Feruſalem, and built a Fortreſs. 

Tryphon, who- had no other Aim than his own Intereſt, in getting 
young Anticchus into his Hands, having long waited for an Opportunity, 
found it impracticable to put his wicked Deſigns in Execution till now. 
For Demetrius being very much weaken'd in Syria, and his Affairs, by 
a late Defeat in Parthia, going on very ill in other Parts, Tryphon thinks 
this the lucky Juncture to declare himſelf ; but again he conſider'd, that 
ſo long as Jonathan continued in the young King's Intereſt, it would be 


to no purpoſe to declare himſelf, Wherefore Tryphor: repair'd to Bethſan, 


(which the Greeks call Scythapolis) where Jonathan met him with an 
Army of forty thouſand Men. Tryphon, finding him fo well prepared, 


aw there was no attacking him by Force, and therefore made uſe of his 


Stratagem : He tells him, that now Demetrius was reduced to fo tow a 
Condition, that he was no longer able to give them any Trouble, there 
was no longer Occaſion of keeping up an Army; adviſing him to diſ- 


miſs his, and reſerving only three thouſand Men, to fond: two of them 
to Galilee, and keeping the other thouſand with him, to go and take 


Poſſeſſion of Pftolemais, which he would deliver to him, and inveſt him 
with the ſole Command. Tonathan ſuſpecting no Treachery, does as 
Tryphon advis'd, and attended only with a thouſand Men, accompanies 
him to Pfe/emars; where they no ſooner entred, but the Garrifon ſhur 
the Gates upon them, ſeiz d Jonathan, and put his Men to the Sword. 
Tryphon having, thus treacherouſſy over-reach'd Jonathan, diſpatch'd « 
Party of Foot and Horſe into Galilee, to put to the Sword all that were 
of Jonathan's Party; not doubting of an eaſy Conqueſt, now they were 


without a General. But he ſoon Hund himſelf miſtaken; tor Sen, Fo 


nathan's Brother, was ſoon inveſted with that Command, ack prepared to 

receive them. Upon this, Tryphon march'd with his Army into Fudea, 
taking. 
| 2 
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taking Janat ban with him, and ſent to Simon for his Brother's two Son: 
under pretence of releaſing: Fonathan. Simon readily conſented, and, ta 
incline the Traitor the more, ſent a hundred Talents with them. But 
 Tryphon: no ſoqner had them in his Power, but he put them and their 
Father to Death; after which he return d into his Country, where he 
murder d King Antiochus, and poſſeſs'd himſelf of the Kingdom. Sinn 
having recover d his Brother's Body, erected a ſtately Monument of Mar- 
ble at Modin, wherein he incloſed the Bones of his Father and Brethren. 

The Affairs of Fudea began now to put on a more peaceful Aſpect 
than they had "hitherto done; for Simon having concluded an Alliance 
with Demetrius, intirely deliver'd his Nation from the Yoke of the Gen 
tiles ; for in the firſt Vear of his Pontificate and Command, he took off 
the Tribute, which the People had hitherto paid to the Macedontans ; and, 
to perpetuate the Memory of theſe nable Acts of Simon, it was decrees. 
that all private Inſtructions and publick Records ſhould bear Date from 


ſuch a Year of Simon's Pontificate and Reign. After this, he took the 


Cities of Gaza, Joppe and Famnia, recovered all the Strong- holds, and 
had the Citadel of Feruſalem ſurrender'd upon Terms. Then wiſely con- 
ſidering how much the City of Jeruſalem had been infeſted by the Citadel, 
he levelled it with the Ground, that it might no longer be a Retreat for 
Sedition and Faction. And to prevent its being rebuilt, he levelled the 
Hill on which it was fituated, fo that now no Eminence appear'd but that 
of the Temple only. N 1 

Simon having ſettled the Affairs of his Country in this happy Condition, 
Antiochus, the Brother of Demetrius, being reſtored to the Throne of S. 
ria, confirm'd Simon in the Sovereignty over all Fudea; and he in Re- 
turn ſent him a Re-inforcement of Men to make War upon the Uſurper 


| Tryphon, who ſhut himſelf up in Dora; but finding he was not likely 


to bold that Place long, he fled to Apamia, where he met with wort: 

Fortune, for the Town being taken by Storm, he was ſlain. | 
Antiochus, who was naturally covetous, and forgetful .of the Benefits 

he had receiv'd, broke the Treaty of Alliance he had made with $:- 


mon, requiring him to reſtore Foppe, Gazara, and other Places, or elſe 


to pay him a thouſand Talents of Silver. Simon refuſed theſe Conditions; 
upon which Antiochus ſent an Army under the Command of his Friend 
Cendeveus, to reduce Judea. Simon, tho' far advanc'd in Years, with 
juvenile. Courage prepares to give them a warm Reception, and ſendiny. 
his Sons. before with a good Body of Troops, takes a Compaſs with t!: 
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main Body of the Army, planting Ambuſcades in all the Paſſes of the 


Country. Things thus regularly diſpoſed, anſwer'd his Expectation ; 


for as ſoon as Judas and Hircanus, Simon's Sons, appear'd, Cendebeus's 


Army fled, and the Fews purſuing them, cut off a great Number. 
After this Defeat, Simon renewed his Alliance with the Romans, and 

continued in Peace, But in the Eighth Year of his Reign, he was 

barbarouſly murder'd by the Treachery of his Son-in-law Ptolemy, whom 


he had appointed Governor of the Plains of Jericho. This Man, who 


was rich and ambitious, aſpiring to make himſelf Maſter of the Coun- 
try, laid hold of the Opportunity, when Simon and his Sons, Matta- 
thias and Judas, were viſiting the Cities, and having invited them to an 
Entertainment in a Fort which he had built, he treacherouſly cauſed 
them to be murder'd : And intending to make ſure Work at the fame 
Time, he ſent Men to Gazara to kill John Hircanus, Simon's third Son, 
and attempted to gain the Army and City of Feruſalem by Corruption: 
But Hircanus having received the News of the Murder of his Father 
and Brothers, was prepared to receive his intended Murderers, and upon 
their Arrival at Gazara had them difpatch'd, and ſucceeded his Father 
Simon in the Pontificate and general Command. | 

In the firſt Year of his Reign Anliochus Sidetes (who is allo call'd 
Softer, and Antiochus the Good) King of Syria, invaded Fudea with a 


powerful Army ; and ravaging the Country, forced Hircanus into Je- 
ruſalem, where he cloſely beſieged him. Antiochus uſes all the Force , 
and Stratagem he was Maſter of to reduce the Place. which he could not 


have done, if the befieged had not wanted Provifions, which obliged 
Hircanus to treat with him, who granted the Jews the Liberty of living 
according to their own Laws and Religion, on Condition they ſhould lay 
down their Arms, and reſtore the Tribute of Joppe, and all the Cities 
without Judea, and pay him befides five hundred Talents; three hun- 
dred down, and Hoſtages for the Payment of the other two, This Trea- 
ty being concluded, Antiochus enter d Feruſalem, where Hircanus receiv- 


ed him with great Pomp and Splendor, and afterwards ſent ſome Troops 


with him to the Partbian War, where Antiochus being overcome and 
ſlain by Arſaces King of Parthia, his Brother Demetrius, who had been 
long a Priſoner in Parthia, being ſet at Liberty, is advanced to the 
Throne of Syria. 1 

The Jeus, who by Antiochus were become Tributaries to the Kings 
of Syria, did not long continue ſo; for upon the Death of Antiochus, 

Nux. LXII. 6 --- Fircanus 
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476 A Compleat HISTORY Book VII. 
Hircanus not only ſhook off the Syrian Yoke, but carried the War into 
that Country, the Cities and Towns of which he knew muſt be ver; 


much unprovided of Garriſons, by the great Draughts of Men the Kino: 


of Syria had made for their foreign Expeditions. Nor was he miſtake» 
in his Conjecture, for he with eaſe ſubdued the Cities of Methaba, Sam., 
ga, Sichem and Garizim, deſtroyed the Temple of the Samaritans, which 


Sanballat, by the Permiſſion of Alexander the Great, had built in favour 
of his Son in Law, Manaſſeb. He likewiſe took Ador and Mariſſa, Ci. 


ties of 1dumea, and obliged the People to be circumciſed or depart the 
: Which rather than do, they not only ſubmitted to be circum- 
cis. d, but entertain'd all other Jewiſñ Rites. After this, he renews the 


Alliance with the Romans, with much greater Advantages than uſually, 
He opened David's Tomb, took from thence three thouſand Talents, 


and was the firſt native Governor of the Jews that entertain'd Foreigner: 
in his Pay. In fine, he govern'd the Fews in Peace nine and twenty 
Years, and left the High Prieſthood and Sovereignty to his Son Fuda: 
Ariſtobulus, who was the firſt that took upon him, in a formal Manner, 
the Title of King, by putting a Diadem on his Head. He was a Prince 


of a bloody Diſpoſition, for he impriſon'd his Brethren, except Anti gs. 
nus, for whom he ſeem'd to have a peculiar Eſteem and Affection, and 


aſſociated him in the Throne. Having a Jealouſy that his Mother was 
a ſecret Rival of his Power, he confin'd her to Priſon, where ſhe wa- 
famiſh'd, At laſt he began to cool in his Affection to his beloved Bco- 
ther and Favourite Antigonus, which was aggravated very much by 1 
unlucky Occaſion : For Autigonus returning in Triumph from the Wars, 
at a Time when the People were celebrating the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
his Brother Ar:/tobulus being then ſick, he went into the Temple ſplen- 
didly dreſs'd, and well attended, to ſacrifice for his Succeſs, and the good 
Health of the King his Brother. Some, who lov'd to promote a Mi- 
underſtanding between the Brothers, from hence took Occaſion to acquaint 
the King with Antigonus's Cavalcade in the moſt aggravating Circumſtau- 
ces, urging, That he did not appear in the Condition of a private Man, 
but like one that affected a Crown. Tho' Ariftobulus did not at fie, 


believe theſe Stories, yet, conſidering the Poſſibility of them, to avoid 


Suſpicion, and conſult his own Safety, he commanded his Guards to con- 
ceal themſelves in an obſcure Corner, and if his Brother paſs'd by With- 
out Arms, to let him go quietly ; but if he came armed, then to kill him 
ſending Word privately at the fame Time to his Brother, not to co. & 

| oe 1 5 
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armed into his Prefence. On the other hand, the Queen, who had done 
all the ill Offices ſhe could in creating and fomenting Jealouſies between 


the Brothers, perſwaded the Meſſenger which Ariſtobulus ſent to Antigo- 
nus, to tell him, that the King had a Mind to ſee him armed. Autigo- 


us ſuſpecting no ill, was coming armed to the King, but at Straton's 
Tower he was murder'd. This, and the other unnatural Murders of 
his Mother and Brethren, ſo affected his Conſcience, that he died of Grief. 


having reign'd only one Year. He added Iturca to his Dominions, and 


compelled the People to ſubmit to Circumciſion, and other Jewiſb Rites. 


Ariſtobulus being dead, his Wife Salome put the Scepter into the Hands 
of his eldeſt Brother, Alexander Jannæas. This Prince was put by the 
Succeſſion, not for any Fault or Defect in him, but becauſe his Father 
loved his other two Brothers better. Being on the Throne, he began 
to caſt a watchful Eye about him; and finding one of his Brothers in- 
deavouring to dethrone him, he diſpatch'd him out of the Way; but 
permitted the other, who was contented with a private Life, to live qui- 
etly, and injoy his Favour, He marched with an Army to reduce Pro- 
lemais, and having driven the Enemy within their Walls, he laid cloſe 


ſiege to the Place, This City and Gaza, beſides the Tower of Straton, 


and the Fortreſs of Dara, which Zoilus poſſeſs d, were the only Places 
on the Coaſt,, which were not under his Dominion, 'They therefore, 
conſidering that if Plolemais were reduced, themſelves ſhould not be able 
long to oppoſe him, ſent to Ptolemy Lathurus, the banith'd King of Egyþt, 
and then at Cyprus, to come and help them, aſſuring him, that upon 


his Arrival, Zoilus, the People of Gaza, Ptolemais, and Sidon would. 


join him. Prolemy puffed up with great Expectation from theſe Promi- 


ſes, prepares for Syria againſt the Opinion of his Friends, who diſſwaded 


him from this Expedition, by urging, that his Enemies, particularly his 
Mother Cleopatra, would take all Advantages againſt him, and perhaps 


take Cyprus from him. But he was deaf to their Reaſons, and haſten'd 


to Syria; where, notwithſtanding on his Way he heard of the takin 


Ptolemais, he continued his March with an Army of thirty thoufand Foot 


and Horſe. Incamping near Plolemais, he ſent Meſſengers to the Toven, 
which were not admitted, nor could he get any Anſwer from thence. 
This gave him great Perplexity ; but Zoilus and the Gazeans joining him, 


they fell to ravaging the Country. 


Alexander returning home, began to caſt about with himſelf, how to 
rain his Point by Policy, which he could not by Force. 
vately 
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Book VII 
vately invited Cleopatra to his Intereft, at the ſame Time openly profeſ- 
fing himſelf a Friend to Ptolemy, whom he call'd Friend and Confede- 
rate, and promiſed him four hundred Talents of Silver, if he would de- 
liver up Zoilus, and add his Dominion to that of the Jews. Ptolemy. 
like an eaſy Prince, ſwallow'd the Bait, and ſeized Zoilus; but finding 
himſelf impos'd on by Alexander, and diſcovering the Intrigue betwen 
him and his Mother Cleopatra, he broke Friendſhip with him, and 
marched with his Army to beſiege Ptolemais. The Place holding Gut 
againſt him, he block'd it up; and with Part of his Army ravaged the 


Country. Upon this, Alexander with an Army of fifty {ſome ſay eigh- 


ty) thouſand Men, march'd to oppoſe him; but before he could com 


near him, Ptolemy taking the Advantage of the Sabbath, ſurprized A. 
chim, a Town of Galilee, and carried off ten thouſand Priſoners, betides 
much Plunder. Then going on to meet Alexander, the two Armies in 
gag'd near the River Jordan, where Alexander's Army was routed, and 
thirty thouſand kill'd on the Spot. Pfolemy made no uſe of this Vi; Qory, 
but to ſhew his Cruelty, which he expreſs d in that barbarous Inſtance ©: 


 maſlacreing the Women and Children, and cauſing their Fleſh to be boi 
ed in Cauldrons, to make the Jews believe that his Army lived on "aj 1 


mane Fleſh. This he did to ſtrike the greater Terror into his Enemics. 
His Mother Cleopatra thought it Time to check her Son's growing 
Greatneſs, therefore ſetting out from Egypt with a powerful Naval and 


Land Force, ſhe landed in Phænicia, was well received by the Inhabi- 
tants, and laid Siege to Pfolemais. In the mean Time Ptolemy believing 


it would be eaſy for him to recover Egypt in the Abſence of his Moth-: 
and her Army, left Syria to repair thither ; but not ſuccceding, he was 
obliged to paſs the Winter at Gaza. 

Cleopatra having taking Ptolemais, Alexander Fannæus met her there 
with great Preſents, and was honourably receiv'd by her, as a diſtreſſed 
Prince that fled to her for Refuge. Mexander being thus in Cleopatra 


Power, it was debated, whether it would not be more expedient to "T6 l 


his Dominions, than to permit ſo dangerous and wealthy a Neighbour 
or 8 them. The generous Anuanias, Commander of Cleopatra's For- 
, oppoſed this inhoſpitable Propoſal, declaring it a ſcandalous and dif- 


0 be Act, to abuſe a Prince and Kinſman of the Queen's, who fled 


to her for Protection. In fine, Cleopatra generouſly concluded an Alli- 
ance with Alexander ; after which, he took Gaza and other Places; 
9 his own late Diſtreſs, he uſed the Inhabitants with great Cru- 


elt). 


ſeveral Towns, and very much inlarg'd his Dominions. 
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elty, generally putting them to the Sword. His Cruelty likewiſe ex- 
tended to his own Countrymen, who during his Abſence had occaſioned 
great Mutinies ; theſe he put to Death, to the Number of fifty thouſand ; 

which fo exaſperated the reſt, that they called in Demetrius Euceres, 


King of Damaſcus, to theit Aſſiſtance, who cut in Pieces all Alexander's 
Soldiers that were Strangers. 


Alexander thus deprived of his Mercenaties, was forc'd to fly to the 
Mountains, where fix thouſand Jenes, pitying his Misfortune, join'd him, 


With this Reinforcement he retrieved his Affairs, ſubdued the Rebels, 
and returned to Feruſalem; where he glutted his revengeful Eyes with 


the moſt horrid Scene of Cruelty that ever was acted by Man : For re- 


galing himſelf at a Banquet in a very high Part of the Palace, where 
there was an open Proſpect every Way, he order d eight hundred Men 
that had been his Enemies to be fixed to Croſſes, and their Wives and 
Children to be maſſacred before their Faces. This abominable Cr uelty 
procured him the Name of Alexander Thracides. The reſt of the Rebels, 


to the Number of eight thouſand, tearing the ſame Fate, by Night with- 


drew from Feru/alem, and during Alexander's Reign lived in Exile. 
The Civil Wars thus over, Alexander attack'd his Neighbours, took 

Then retazning 

from this Expedition, which took up about three Years, he was well 


received by his People; but injoy'd not that Felicity long, for falling 


ſick of a Debauch, he labour'd under a Quartan Ague three Tow; 

which, however, did not much obſtruct his military Undertakings. | 

laſt quite exhauſted, he was forced to ſubmit to Fate at the Siege of Be. 
gaba, on the other Side the Jordan. A little before his Death, he order. 
22 his Wife Alexandra, whom he left Regent, to conceal his Death for 
ſome Time from the Army, that it might not hinder the Siege; and 
that when ſhe had taken the Place, ſhe ſhould return in Triumph to 
Ferujalem : Where the chief Thing he adviſed her to, was to court 


the Phariſees, a very powerfull Sect among the Tews, and who could 


by their Intereſt advance or depreſs whom they pleaſed. Then adviſing 
her to ſammon the chief of the People, and bid her ſhew them his 
dead Body, and offer it to them to do what they pleaſed with it, either 
out of Honour or Revenge; and to aſſure them the would do nothing 
in the Adminiſtration without their Advice and Confent. 

Alexandra, after the Reduction of Ragaba, return'd to FJeruſalem, 


and punctually oulerved the Directions of her Ging Huſband, which 
62. 6 I ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded to her wifh ; for all pitted the Widow Queen, and deplored 
the Loſs of their King, whoſe Funeral they honour'd with more than 
uſual Pomp and Solemnity. rp CET 

Alexander left behind him two Sons, Fircanus and Ariftobulus ; but 
his Wife Alexandra procured to have herſelf declar'd Queen, made Hir. 
canus High-Prieſt, and left Ariſtobulus to lead a private Life. The 
Name of the Government was indeed inveſted in the Queen Regent, 
but the Adminiſtration was intirely in the Power of the Phariſees, wh: 
lorded it with great Inſolence over thoſe againſt whom they had any 
Spight ; till at laſt they began to draw Blood; which rouzed the activ: 
Genius of Ariſtobulus, who being back'd by ſeveral of Condition and 
Figure among the Jews, complained publickly of the Abuſes of Govern- 
ment, and threatned to eall the Phariſees to account. But notwith- 
ftanding theſe Clamours, the Queen perſiſted in her Confidence of thc 


Phariſees, putting into their Hands all the Places of Strength in her 


Dominions, except the ſtrong Caſties of Hircania, Alexandrion, and 
Macheruns, where ſhe had ſecured her greateſt Treafure, 

About this Time, News was brought, that Tigranes, King of A. 
menia, had invaded Syria with an Army of five hundred: thouſand Men, 
and that he would ſoon be in Fudea. This put the Queen, and 3!! 
the Jews, into a terrible Fright: Therefore they immediately diſpatch'd 
away Ambaſſadors with Preſents of great Value to court his Friendſhip, 
and divert his Deſign of attacking them. They found Figranes laying 
cloſe Siege to Prolemars, where he receiv'd them kindly, commended 


their Forwardneſs in applying to him, and aſſured them of his good 


Inclinations. Pfolemais being taken, Tigranes is informed, that Lu- 
cullus, the Roman General, in his Purſuit of Mithridates, was fallen 
into Armenia, putting the Country under military Execution. Upon 
this, Tigranes was forced to return to cover his own Country, which 


removed the fear the Jeus had conceived of an Invaſion from that 


Quarter. 


Toward the End of this Queen's Reign Ariſtobulus takes the Ad- 


vantage of her Sickneſs, and his Brother Hircanus's Unfitneſs to govern, 


ſeizes ſeveral ſtrong Holds, and prepares to have himſelf declared Kn 
after her Death; which ſoon after this happened, in the ninth Vest 

of her Reign, and feventy third of her Age. Alexandra being dead, |} 
 Ariflobulus declared War againſt his Brother Hirranus, and in the 
Plains of Jericho they prepared to ingage ; when Hircanus's Soldicrs | 


revolting 
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revolting to Ariſtobulus, Hircanus betook himſelf. to a Caſtle for Safety. 


Upon this they came to a Treaty, and it was agreed that Ariſtobu- 


lus ſhould be King, and Hircanus ſuffer'd- to live quietly in. the En- 
joyment of his own private Fortune. This Treaty was confirm'd- by 
publick Sanction and mutual Imbraces between the two Brothers, in 
a great Concourſe of People in the Temple. 
Tho' Hircanus was of a quiet Diſpoſition, and affected a retired 


Life; yet there were not wanting thoſe of a more turbulent Spirit to 


rouze his flothful Genius, with Hopes of recovering his Right. A- 
mongſt theſe, Antipater was the moſt forward; he was naturally very 


factious, and an Enemy to Ariſtobulus, and being Governor of. Idumea, 
was very powerfull. and wealthy, by which Means he had the Arabs, 
Gazeans, and Aſcolonites always at his Devotion. He perſuaded Hzr- 
canus to go to Aretas, King of Arabia, aud deſire Succours of him; 


which he obtain'd, upon Promiſe, that Hircanus ſhould reſtore to him 
the Towns which Alexander his Father had taken. This was agreed, 
and Hircanus, returning with thoſe Auxiliaries, is ſoon . reinforc'd by 


the Jews, who came to join him. Ar:i/fobulus feeing himſelf. over- 
match'd, durſt not venture a Battle, but retired to Feriſalem; whither 


Hircanus follows and befiges him : : But Scaurus, Pompey's Lieutenant 


in Syria, being gain'd to Ariſtobulus's Intereſt, commanded King Are- 


tas. to draw off, on Pain of being declared an Enemy to the people 


of, Rome. The King durſt not diſobey, but rais'd the Siege; which 


Ariſtobulus : perceiving, fell upon his Rear in the Retreat, and. cut off 
about ſeven thouſand of his Men. 


Not long after, Pompey came into Syxia and took up his Reſidence 
at Damaſcus, where he was attended by Ambaſſadors from Syria, 
Egypt, and Judea, all loaded with Preſents of prodigious: Value. Nor 


were Hircanus and Ariftobulus wanting in this Part, each of. them, 


ſending his Deputy: 4:tipater appearing for the firſt, and Nzcodemrs 
for the latter. Pompey gave them a patient Hearing, Who declared 


_ againſt the. Government of Kings, it being the Native Cuſtom and 


Right of the. Jeros to be under no. other Adminiſtration, but that of 
the Prieſts of their God. Hircanus complain'd of the Injuſtice done 
him, who being the elder Brother, was deprived of the Prerogative and 


Primogeniture by Ariſtobulus; who had confined him to a ſcanty Porti- 


on, below the Dignity of his Birth, his Brother having uſurped the 
reſt ; adding beſides, that he was a dangerous Enemy to the neighbour- 
BO h ing 
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ing Nations, whom he frequently infeſted with Incurſions and Plunder- 
rings; entertaining Pirates in his Service at Sea, and if Care was not taken. 
might in Time cauſe a Revolt of the Nation. All theſe Articles were 
atteſted by a thouſand Fews, whom Antipater had for that Purpoſe pre- 
pared. Ariftobulus, in Defence of himſelf, urged, That his Brothe; 
was put by the Government for his Ineptitude to reign, by which lie 
grew ſo contemptible among the People, that himſelf was forced to take 
the Adminiftration upon him, to preſerve the Right in their Family 
This he atteſted by a Parcel of Rakes and Fops. Pompey having hea: 
both Sides, referred the Determination of the Controverſy till his coming 


into Fudea, ordering them in the mean Time to live quietly. 


Ariſtobulus, perceiving that Pompey did not approve of his violent Pro. 


ceedings, haſten'd back to Judea, and ſhut himſelf up in the ſtrong For- 
treſs of Alexandrion : At Which Pompey was fo offended, that taking 


the Army which he intended againſt the Nabatheans, and ſome auxiliary) 
Troops of Syria, he marched againſt Ariſtobulus. 
Ariſtobulus to appear before him; which he unwillingly did, but was 
perſwaded by his Friends, to have a Care how he made the Norman: 


Pompey ſends to 


bis Enemies. Upon his Submiſſion, he was received, and Pompey ſet 


Money 


"becauſe he kept their Chief Priſoner, - This Party | | 
the Temple, cutting down the Bridge that led to the City. The reſt 


a Guard over him; but ſending Gabinius to Feruſalem to receive the 


Ariflobulus, he went in Perſon to ' Jeruſalem ; where there was a grit 


[Diviſion among the Inhabitants, who were irreſolute what Meaſures to 


take; ſome being of Opinion to deliver up the City to Pompey : But 
Ariſtobulus's Faction were for ſhutting him out, and preparing for War, 
prevail'd, and ſeiz'd 


admitted Pompey's Army, and deliver'd up the City to him; upon which 


he prepar'd to beſiege the Temple. The Faction made an obſtinate De- 
* fence for three Months, at the End of which the Romans enter'd the 
Temple. During the Siege and the taking the. Temple, twelve thou- 


ſand Fews were ſlain. Pompey enter'd the Temple with ſeveral Per- 
ſons, who ſaw the inner Part, of the Sanctuary, which were forbidden 
by the Law to all but the Prieſts. Pompey was fo well pleaſed wit: 
the Beauty and Sanctity of the Place, that he offered no profane Vio- 
lence to the Table, Candleſtick, Veſſels, or facred Treaſure, which 


WCEIe 


which Afriſtobulus promiſed, the Fews of Ariſtobulus's Faction 
ſhut the Gates againſt him, tho' their Chief was in Pompey's Cuſto- 
dy. This Obſtinacy ſo ſtomached Pompey, that doubling the Guard over 
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were valued at about two thouſand Talents. The next Day he order'd 
the Temple to be cleanſed, and offered Sacrifice, Then he reſtored the 
High Prieſthood and Sovereignty to Hircanus ; but forbid him to take up- 


on him the Title of King. After this, he made the Jews tributary to Rome, 
taking from them all their Conqueſts,and putting them under properGover- 
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F nors, he left the Government of Syria to Scaurus, and carried away with 8 

, him to Rome, Ariſtobulus, with his two Sons and two Daughters. Alex. MM {| 

7 ander, one of the Sons, found Means to eſcape by the Way; the other, . i 

F called Antigonus, was carried to Rome, with his Fathers and Siſters. Thus un 

. the Diſſention between the two Brothers, Hircanus and Ariſtobulus, was _. 

: the Cauſe of the Fews Loſs of Sovereignty and Liberty, which the Romans i 
never before of themſelves attempted : And beſides the Loſs of the Towns 1 

: they had conquer'd in Syria, the Romans in a ſhort Time exacted from 1 

5 them above ten thouſand Talents. - CR = 

. Alexander, who had made his Eſcape from Pompey, after three Years re- | N | 

d turned into Judea, gathered Forces, and poſleſs'd himſelf of ſeveral Places; [ l 

_ but Gabinius, who ſucceeded Scaurus in the Government of Syria, com- 1 

- ing into Judea, purſued him. Upon which, Alexander retreating to- 1 | 

8 wards Jeruſalem in Hopes of ſome Succours from thence, Gabinius in- i" 

2 gaged him, and flew about thirty thouſand of his Men, taking as many ff i 

7 Priſoners. Alexander thus routed, fled into the Caſtle of Alexandrion, 1 

: whither Gabinius purſued and beſieged him; who ſeeing no Hopes of 4 

. Succour, ſurrendred, together with the other ſtrong Fortreſſes, Hircania 

4 and Macheruns; all which Gabinius demoliſh'd. Gabinius returns to 

= Feruſalem, takes Hircanus with him, and committed the Care of the Tem- 

* ple to him, confirming him likewiſe in the Prieſthood; but for the Civil 

: Government, he put it into the Hands of Magiſtrates of his own choofing ; 

3 and having divided the Province into five Parts, he appointed a Court of 

; WU Juſtice over each of them, 

ö By this Time Ariſtobulus had been five Years a Priſoner at Rome; from 

whence, with his Son Antigonus, he made his Eſcape, and returned m- 

. to Judea; where, raiſing Forces, he would have fortified the Caſtle of 

x Alexandrion, but Gabinius prevented him, Afterwards he attempted 

| the ſame at Macheruns, pretending to cover them with eight thouſand 

1 Men; but the Romans following them, at the firſt Charge broke and 

b routed them, and kill'd above five thouſand, Ariſtobulus, with about a 

3 NUMB, LXIII 1 thouſand 
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thouſand Men, threw himſelf into Macheruns, which he fortified as well 
as the Time and his Condition would permit; but could not hold out 
above two Days: for being very much wounded in the laſt Storming of 
the Place, he, with his Son Antigonus, Was taken Priſoner, and both of 
them were ſent Priſoners again to Rome; where by Order of the Senate, 
the Father was kept in Priſon, and his Children ſent back to Juden 
Alexander made ſome Efforts towards recovering of the Sovereignty. 
and got together an Army of thirty thouſand Foros, with which he 
attack'd Gabinius, but was routed: So that Hircanus, who was fil! 
continued in the High Prieſthood, had only the Title of Prince, wich- 
out the Authority, the Romans being Sovereign, and Antepater having 
the greateſt Share in the Government. And now Faudea thus become a 
Prey to the Avarice of the Roman Governors, every General, who 
Commiſſion led him that way, plunder'd the poor Fews of what he could 
come at. Among theſe, the inſatiate M. Craſſus marching againſt the 
Parthians, came into Fudea, and extorted two thouſand Talents; which 
Eleazer, who was Treaſurer of the Temple, ſeeing, to preſerve. the {a- 
cred Ornaments from his rapacious Claws, made him a Preſent of a Gol- 
den Obeliſk, that weighed three hundred Pounds , Obliging him upon Oath, 
not to remove any thing elſe from thence, But Crafſits violating his Oath, 
took all the Gold he could find. After his Death, Caſſius fell upon Ju- 
dea, took Tarichen, and carried away near thirty thouſand Fews, 
The Roman Affairs falling into Diſtraction by the Difference between 


cæſar and Pompey, Cæſar ſetting Ariftobulus at Liberty, ſent him with 


two Legions into Judea, to ſet upon one of Pompey's there; but Pom 


pey's Faction procur'd him to be poiſon'd. His Body was by the Order 


of Caeſar preſerv'd, till M. Antony cauſed it to be carried to Fudea, where 
it was honourably interr'd in the Royal Sepulchre. Soon after, Scipio, 
by Order from Pompey, cauſed his Son Alexander's Head to be ſtruck off 
at Antioch, for his former Rebellion againſt the Romans. 

Ceſar returning victorious from E. gypt, made ſome Stay in Syria, 


where Antigonus, Ariſtobulus's ſecond Son, met him, and complain'd of 


the hard Fate of his Father and Brother, charging \Hircanus and Anttha- 
ter with having poſſeſsd themſelves of the Government by Force, But 
Antipater ſo well ' pleaded his own Cauſe, that Cæſar, inſtead of reſto- 


ring Antigonus, continued Hircanus High-Prief, * gave Antipater 


the 
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che Government of Fruilea, When Crſar was gone, Antipater by his 


Prudence, appeaſed all the Troubles in Judea. This Antipater "hal 
two Sons, Phaſael and Herm; to the firſt he gave the Government of 
the Country about Feruſalem, and to the ſecond that of Galilee. Phaſael 


behaved hünſelß in his Adminſtration with great Lenity; but Herod's 


boiſterons and tyrannical Carriage made him very odious to the Terws, 


Antipater their Father being willing to keep in with the Romans, that 


he might the longer continue in his Government of Juden, made Hir- 
canus a very uſeful Inſtrument in the Support of his Power ; for takin 

Advantage of his Eaſineſs, he perſwaded him to diſburſe the publick Trea- 
ſure to the Roman Generals. But this growing Greatneſs of Antipater 
and his Sons ſoon became offenſive to the Fews ; the chief of which 
openly complain'd to Hircanus of ſeveral Violences and Exorbitances com- 
mitted by them, particularly of the Cruelty of Herod to Ezekiah and 


his Conipanions, whom Herod had cauſed to be flain, for making an 
Incurſion into Syria; threatning Hircanus at the fame Time, if he did 


not Juſtice upon Herod. Antipater hearing this, adviſed his Son Herod 
to appear at Jeruſalem to make his Defence, bur caution'd him to come 


with a good Guard. But that which was He: 4's greateſt Security, was 


the Friendſhip of Sextus Ceſar, the Preſident of Syria, who wrote to Hir- 
canus to be tender of Herod, and threaten'd if he did otherwiſe. Herod 
accordingly appear'd ouarded before Hircanus, which fo terrify'd his Ac- 
cuſers, that none of them durit make good their Charge. But Sameas, 

one of the Council, a Man of great Juſtice and Integrity, with much 
Aſſurance and Preſence of Mind "complain d, that he never faw a Crimi- 
nal appear in a Court of Juſtice fo attended ; who came more like an In- 


vader, than one to take a Trial for the Breach of Juſtice, © But, ſays he, 


« this is not ſo much to be im puted to his Inſolence, as to your Conni- 
ce vance, which ſo incourages it. Vet know, continued Samens, that 
«© this Perſon, whom you ſcreen from the juſtice of the Laws, will 
% one Day be a Scourge to you all.” Nor was hea falſe Proj ohet in 
this; for when Herod obtained the Kingdom, he was reveng'd on them, 
artaljarly on thoſe that were his Judges. | 
Hered being thus diſmiſſed, Hircanus Raten adviſed him to make 
the beſt of his Way to Syria, afiiring him, that the Council was reſolv'd 
the next Day to condemn him. Herod takes the Hint, and flies fo 
| Damaſcus, 
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Damaſcus where diſpoſing his Affairs in the ſecureſt Poſture he could, 
he declared to Sextus Cæſar, that he weg not appear before the Coun- 
cil if he were ſummon'd again. Hen eſcaped; the Council bitter. 
= * ly exclaim againſt Hircanus's Remiſſne arge him aaath Partiality, ar d 


nn 
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regard them. 1 
y Bribes prevail'd with Sertut Cz. 
far, to confer upon him the Government of Cælo-Syria; which havin 
obtain'd, he rais'd an Army, and prepar'd to march againſt Jerusalem, 
to take Revenge upon his Judges and thoſe that had accuſed him. But 
Antipater and Phaſael meeting him, indeavour'd to diſwade him, urging 
how ingrateful it would be to Hircanus, who had fkreen'd him from 
Juſtice, and advis'd his Eſcape. Upon their perſwaſions, Herod for this 
I Time dropt his Reſentment. e 
So long as Julius Ceſar liv d, the Fews were held in great Honour 
and Eſteem by the Romans, who made many Decrees in Favour of them 
But after his Death, the Roman Commonwealth falling into great Diſſen- 
tions, and Civil War raging among the contending Parties, Caſſius, having 
made himſelf Maſter of Syria, exacted above ſeven hundred Talents of 
Silver of the Fews, with which Antipater cauſed his Sons to furniſh him, 
and by thoſe Means kept himſelf in the Government of Fudea. Ma- 
lichus was a great Inſtrument in this, though underhand an Enemy te 
Antipater ; of which Caſſius was ſo ſenſible, that he had diſpatch'd 
him, had not Hircanus by Antipater ſent a hundred Talents to pacity 
him. Inſtead of acknowledging this Favour, the ungrateful Traitor Ma- 
lichus, after Caſſius's Departure, made it his Buſineſs to betray Auti- 
pater, thinking by his Death to ſecure the Government of Fudea to 


| Y, 
eaſy flothfull Diſpoſition, he did r 
_ Whilſt Herod was in Syria, 


. 


. 


Hircanus, whom he influenced as he pleaſed. But Antipater baving Her 
Knowledge of this Treachery, paſs'd the Jordan, and gather'd a Party Frie 
of Natives and Arabians to defend himſelf : Which Malichus perceiving, Lett 
and that his Treaſon was blown, he confidently repair'd to Antipater, and Mal 
declared his Innocence, urging how impracticable it could be for him to Gru 

| have any Deſign upon Antipater, whilit his Son Phajae! was Gover- kt, 
nor of the Country about Jeruſalem, and Herod at the Head of an > 0 
Tyr 


Army. By theſe fair Speeches Antipater is deluded into a Reconcliation ; 


which 


% tw I * 
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which Aut ipater ſt ill improv'd, to ingage the Traitor Maltchus to his In- 
tereſt: For Marcus, the Preſident of Syria, underſtanding that Malichus 
underhand was deſigning Alterations and Diviſions in Judea, had put him 
to Death, but for good-natur'd Antipater, who interceded for Na, This 
Credulity colt Antipater dear; for Caſſius and Marcus not only confirm'd 
Herod in the Government of Cele-S yria, with a great Addition of Land 
and Naval Force, but promiſed him the Kingdom of Fudea, when the 
War between them and Antony was over. Malichus from hence dreading 
Antipater's Greatneſs, which by the Promotion of his Son would be very 
much advanced, reſolved to take him off; therefore corrupting Hircanuss 


Butler, he cauſed him to be poiſon'd at an Entertainment in Hircanus's 
Palace. Phaſael and Herod had for ſome time ſuſpected Malichus's De- 


ſigns on their Father; but when they heard of his Hewd, they concluded 


Malichus the Author of it. Herod was for immediately revenging it; 
but Phaſael, for fear of a Civil War, thought it more expedient to ſup- 
preſs their Reſentment, till a convenient opportunity preſented ; and 


therefore accepting Malichus's Satisfaction, he ſeemed to be reconcil'd, 

In the mean Time Affairs in Samaria being in great Diſorder, Herod 
having compoſed them, prepares wirh a great Guard to go to the Feaſt at 
Ferufalem. Malichus, who was conſcious to himſelf of the Ill he had 
done, and dreading Herods impetuous and revenge ful Spirit, perſwaded 


Hircanus not to ſafer Herod to enter the City in that Manner ; which 
Hircanus did, ſending to Herod not to profane the Holy Ceremonies with 
his Soldiers. But Herod deſpiſing this Admonition, enters the City by 
Night, which put Malichus into a terrible Fear. However, betaking 


himſelf to his old Arts of Diſſimulation, he came to Herod, and with . 


Tears in his Eyes deplor'd the Death of his dear Friend Anttpater, as he 
call'd him; though at the ſame he had provided himſelf a good Guard, 
Herod finding he could not fairly come at him then, by Advice of his 


Friends conceals his Revenge, and treats Malichus civilly : But having by 


Letters fignified to (. ius the Death of his Father, and his Suſpicion Thc 
Malichus was the Cauſe of it, Caſſius, who had long entertain'd a ſecret 
Grudge againſt Malichus, gave Leave to Herod to revenge it as he thought 
ht, giving Order to the Officers to ſtand by Herod, Malichus, who knew 
he could be ſafe no where within the Reach of Herod, intended to g0 to 
Tyre, where his Son was kept as an Hoſtage. Thus City held out for 22 
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feus againſt Antony, and Malichus thought, if he could poſſeſs himſelf of 


Revolt of ſome Jeus at Feruſalem, who, being headed by one whoſe 
Name was Felix, attack'd Phaſael. Herod, who was then at Damaſcus 


having brib'd Fabius to his Intereſt, with the Affiſtance of his Father-in- 
_ himſelf of Judea. But Herod march'd againſt him, routed and expel!'s 


magnificently receiv d by Hircanus and the People; but eſpecially by 
 Hircanus, whoſe Grand- daughter, Mariamne, he had married; though 


ſael and Herod; that Hircanus indeed had the Name of Sovereign, but 


had before, by great Preſents, ſo ingaged in his Intereſt, that he would 


came to Epheſus, he readily entertain'd Ambaſſadors from Hircanus, wits 
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it, the Government would of Courſe fall to his Share, But before he 
could put this Project in Practice, Herod purſued him, and cauſed him to 


be ſtabb'd on the Shore. 
Caſſius having left Syria, a T amult aroſe in Fudea, occaſior- d by a 


with Fabius the Governor, impatiently prepares to ſuccour his Brother, 
but is prevented by a Fit of Sicknefs. But Phaſael ſo well defended him- 
ſelf, that he drove Felix and his Party into a Tower, where he made ther, 
compound for their Lives and Liberty. This Diſturbance was owing to 
Hircanus's Connivance and Neglect, for which Phaſael chides him, and 
reproaches him with Ingratitude, in favouring his Enemies againſt him, 
who had heap'd ſo many Benefits on him. At this Time Malichus's Bro- 
ther was poſleſs'd of ſeveral fortified Places, particularly of the ſtrong 
Caſtle of Maſſada: But as ſoon as Herod recover'd, he diſpoſſeſs d him of 
them. 
Antigonus, the Son of Ariftobulus, was not 1. all this Time. For | 


Law and his Friends, he got together an Army, and attempted to poſlei- 


him. Upon which Herod returns in Triumph to Yeruſalem, where he 1: 


he had before married Dore, by whom he had his eldeſt Son Antipater. 

After the. Defeat of Caſus at Philippi by Mark Antony and Octavius 
Cæſar, Antony marching into Afa, arriv'd in Bithynia, where he receiv! 
the Deputies of all thoſe Nations that had been of Caſſius' s Faction. A- 
moneſt theſe were thoſe of the Jews, who complain'd to Antony of Pha- 


that thoſe two Brothers had afſum'd the Power. But the Fews were 
miſtaken in their Hopes of Redreſs from Mark Anthony, whom Herod 


not ſo mnch as admit the Jews to confront Herod. But when Antony 


ſent him a Crown of Gold, and pray'd him to give Liberty to the Jeu 


whom Caſſius had made Slaves ; which he granted. | 
Thoſe | 
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covery of his Government. Herod repairs to 


of the HO'LY BIBLE 489 


Thoſe Jews who were Enemies to Hered did not defiſt upon Antony's 
firſt Refuſal to hear them, but ſent a hundred of the moſt confiderable a- 
mong them to him at Daphne, near Antioch; but to no purpoſe, for 
Hircanus ſupported the two Brothers: And this Impeachment, inſtead 
of doing harm, prov'd advantageous to them; for after Antony had heard 
all that they alledg'd, he conſtituted Phaſael and Herod Tetrarchs, and 
gave them the Government of Fadea. This he confirmed by Letters to 
the Jews : And to oblige them to obey him, he detain'd fifteen of the 
hundred as Hoſtages, whom he had put to Death, but for Herod's Interceſſion. 
However, the Tews continue their Importunity, and in mot preſſing In- 
ſtances, which they ſent by a thouſand of their beſt Men, beg Relief; 
but Antony is deaf to their Complaints, and reſolves to ſupport Herod, 
ſending a peremptory Order to the Magiſtrates to aſſiſt Herod in the Re- 
Jeriſalem, and meeting ſe- 
veral of the Jeros without the City, adviſed them to receive him, expoſ- 


tulating with them the Danger of diſobeying him, and provoking the Ro- 
| man General. But they deſpiſing both his Advice and Threats, without 
any more to do, fell upon him and his Attendants, killing ſome and 


wounding others. Antony hearing of theſe Commotions, was ſo inraged, 


that he order'd the fifteen Hoſtages to be put to Death, and threaten'd a 


ſevere Revenge againſt the reſt. 
Herod's Hopes thus blaſted in his Attempt to recover the Government, 
another Accident immediately tell out, which feem'd utterly to extinguiſh 


them. Antigonus upon his Defeat by Herod fied to Parthia, where he 
was kindly receiv'd and protected: And after he had eſtabliſh'd an In- 
tereſt among the moſt conſiderable of them, he promiſed them a thouſand 


Talents, and five hundred of the fineſt Women, if they would inveſt 


him with the Government of Jude. The Parthians cloſed with him, 


and the King ſent his Son Pacorus, and his General Barzapharnes with a 
powerful Army to invade Judea. Dividing the Army, Pacorus march'd 
along the Coaſt, and Bargapharnes through the Inland Country, Pacoras 
coming to Tyre, they refuſed him Entrance; but thoſe of Sidon and Pto- 
lemais admitted him. Pacorus having Antigonus with him, the Yews 
that dwelt at Mount Carmel join'd them, as did many others in their 


March, fo that their Army was vaſtly increafed by that Time they came 


to Jeruſalem; where the Faction that hated Phajael and Herod declare 
for 
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for Antigonus. Herod made ſome faint Efforts to wy the City, but is 
ſoon forced to fly. The Parthians entring Jeruſalem ſeize Hircanus and 
Phajael, and put them in Irons. And now. Herod conſidering himſelf in 


a Country of Enemies, and ſeeing no Hopes of Safety but in a ſpeedy 


Flight, made the beſt of his Way to Rome, taking his Mother with him. 


In their haſty March the Chariot, in which his Mother was, was overſet, 


and ſhe in great Danger of being kill'd. Herod affrighted partly at the 


Danger he ſaw his Mother in, and partly at the Approach of a purſuing 
Enemy, would have ſtab'd himſelf ; but his Friends interpoſing, beg d 
of him to have Regard to his own Life, for his Mother's and their ſake , 
who muſt unavoidably fall into the Enemy's Hands, if he deſtroy'd him- 
ſelf, Herod, at their Perſwaſion, reſumes his Reaſon, and applying what 
Remedies the Time would permit to his Mother, comforts his Friends, 
and continues his Flight to the Caſtle of Maſſada. The Number of thoſc 
who accompanied him in his Flight was about nine thouſand ; ſo that 


though he was frequently attack'd in his March, he came off victorious, 


When he came to Reſſa, a Town of Idumea, his Brother To/eph met him; 
where conſulting what Courſe to take, and conſidering that the Caſtle of 


 Maſſada, whither they intended to fly, was not capable of receiving {© 


great a Force as was with them, they concluded it would be moſt c- 
pedient to ſeparate. Accordingly, furniſhing them with Proviſions, they 


eee in ſmall Bodies. Then diſpoſing of the Women {who were eight 
hundred in all) and the beſt of their Baggage in the Cattle of Maſſada, 


where there was Plenty of Water and Provifions, Herod with his Party 
march'd to Arabia. 

Antigonus being thus poſſeſſed of Fudea, was very much concern'd at- 
the Eſcape of the Women, whom he intended to have deliver'd to the 
Parthians, with the Money he promiſed them : But that which gave him 
the greateſt Uneaſineſs, was his Fear that the Parthians would reſtore 
Hircanus; to prevent which, he cauſed Hircanus's Ears to be cut off, 
render him incapable of the High Prieſthood. Phaſael, no longer able to 
ſupport himſelf in his diſhonourable Circumſtances, put an End to his 


Life and Sufferings by a voluntary Death; for being in Chains, he had not 
the Liberty of his Hands to diſpatch himſelf ; and therefore having 10 


other Opportunity, he beat his Brains out againſt the Stone Wall, As tor 
Hircanus, he continued Priſoner with the Parthians. Ez 
hs | | He Vu | 
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' _ Herod being arrived on the Borders of Arabia, not in the leaſt doubting 
of Succour from Malchus the King thereof, whom he had formerly very 
much obliged, ſent to him to acquaint him with his Condition, requeſt- 
ing a Supply of Men and Money; offering lis Brother Phaſael's Son 
(for he had not as yet heard of Phaſael's Death) for a Hoſtage till he paid 
him. Malchus fearing to diſoblige the Parthians, who were near Neigh- 
bours to him, diſpatched Meſſengers to Herod to forbid him entering his 
Dominions. Herod was very much perplex'd at this Treatment, but could 
not help himſelf ; therefore going thence he went to Egyp/, where he 
was kindly receiv'd, and entertain'd by Cleopatra, Afterwards with much 
Difficulty and Danger in paſſing the Seas he landed at Brunduſinum in Italy, 
from whence he went directly to Rome; where he acquainted Arty 
with all that had happen'd in Tudea, and with what Difficulty he had 
made his Eſcape from thence. Antony was touch'd with Herod's Misfor- 
tunes; and conſidering the Uncertainty of worldly Affairs, which from 
the happieſt Condition are often reduced to the moſt miſerable : and re- 
garding the former Friendſhip with his Father, and the Uſefullneſs of 
Herod's active Spirit, (at the ſame Time not forgetting the many Pre- 
ſents he had made him to procure his Favour) not only vigorouſly pro- 
ſecuted his Cauſe, but engaged Ofavns Cæſam in his Intereſt ; who, 
partly for his Father Antipater's Sake, and partly to oblige Antony, 
who he knew was fond of Herod, reſolv'd to forward his Affairs all he 
could. Theſe calling a Senate ſpoke largely in bchalf of Her od, ſetting 
out his Services to the Roman Commonweaith in the moſt engaging 
Circumſtances ; inſomuch that the Senate declared Herod King, and An— 
li gonus an Enemy to the People of Rome, for having accepted the Govern- 
ment of Judea, from the Parthians. | | 
Whilſt Things went on thus ſuccesfully on Herod's Side at Rome, his 
Family, who were block'd up in the Caſtle of Maſſada under the Care 
01 Foſeph, Herod's Brother, were hardly preſo'd by Anti gas; for being 
in great Want of Water, they were juſt upon the Point of ſurrendring, 
Joſephb intending with about two hundred of his neareſt Relations and 
Friends to eſcape to Malchus King of Arabia, who had repented of his 
late Neglect and Unkindneſs to Hergd. But Providence prevented that 
Deſign ; for a great Shower of Rain falling by Night, all their Ciſterns 
were fill'd with Water, and they had no Occaſion for Flight. The 
Beſieg'd upon this took Courage; and the Place being naturally ſtrong 
and well fortified by Art, they took their Opportunity of falling on An- 
NuMB, LXIV, 6 M gon 


Fat =” 4 . 5 9 > 
1 4 _ 4 - * — 
— AA fy . ry \ r e K 5 2 2 we a 22% = — — $4. 6, PS r L — 1 . . 2 * 2 
3 ET. Ie ” - 8 a — . 4 FRET" 75 © ad = e — — 0 3 %S Pe Sw - 


0 ” 
- . — x" | a * 3 — * * 3 re: — * 
— 2 4 . ” 
owl SOA I A % dt -< l, ” 25 — 2 2 — * . 
* 7 9 fn ti 7 


— ——— gr Es 
— "nu — . 


© GT — 


— —— WELLS -— apy, 


waa At, - 


* — * 5 2 * 


CY % * 3 k 
A ES Be wei — Vs” — — —B — o, 
* = TR - 15 * % z ” — * abs + — * * *S 4 — b A 
b 


F — 
- Fae — on.” eh, 


_— <<. 2 — wc 
* * 
2 


3 


3 > 
RES 


"Ps 
3 
8223 


1 
19 
1 7 
x: 2 
2 
17 

We 
* 


— 


Juda, under pretence of ſuccouring 


and Silo, who commanded a Party in 


Service he could ; particularly in imploying ſome of his own Creatures 
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that they cut of many of them. 

In the mean time Ventidius, Antony's Lieutenant, being by Order of the 
Senate ſent to drive the Parthians out of Syria, having done that, enter'd 
Foſeph; but his real Defien was to 
extort Money from Antigonus ; after which he leſt Fudea. 

Herod returning from 1taly to Ptolemais, ſoon got together a confidera- 
ble Army, conſiſting of Foreigners, as well as ews ; and to let Herod 
lee that Antony was in earneſt, Gellius was ſent with Orders to Venti dis 
Judea, to aſſiſt Herod in the Re- 
covery of his Kingdom. As for Ventidius, tho! he was ſent to drive the 
Parthians out of Syria, and to reduce the Country to their Obedience to 
Rome, he afterwards imploy d his Forces in plundring; and Fudea being 
S210's Province, by frequent Bribes he inclin'd to favour Antigonns. Bur 
neither of them daring to diſobey theſe Orders of Antony, they join'd 


1 Herod; by which Means Herod once more ſaw himſelf in a Condition 


of taking a plenary Revenge on all his Enemies. Moſt of the Galilea::; 
join'd him in his March: And Toppo, lying between him and Maſſada, 


where his Relations were ſhut up, he thought it expedient to take in that 


Place, leſt the Enemy fhould from thence attack him. He ſoon made 


himfelf Maſter of it, fet his Friends at Liberty that were in Maſſa, 


and taking the Caſtle of Refja marched directly to Jeruſalem ; where he 
encamp'd on the Weſt Side of the City. Antigonus had provided the 


Place with all warlike Munition, and a good Garrifon, which with Darts 


and Stones from the Walls, and flying Parties, frequently making Excur- 
ſions, very much infeſted e Army. Het od, hoping to make eaſy 
Work of i it, ſent a Herald about the Walls to proclaim Indemnity to all the! 
would ſubmit. Anti gonus, from the Wall directing his Speech to S7/o and 
the Romans, argued the Injuſtice they did him in transferring the n 
from bim, who was of Royal Deſcent, to a Plebeian and Half- Few, 
Herod was; adding, that if they were lo offended with him for receiving 


the Kingdom from the Parthians, that they would remove him; ye! 
there were many of the Royal Race left who had no way offended th 


Romans. After theſe Reproaches on both Sides, they came to Acts of Hot- 
lity, and Antigonus's Men behaved themſelves ſo bravely, that they foo! 
drove the Enemy from the Walls. 

Silo having been corrupted by Antigonis, did underhand do him all th 
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tigonus's Soldiers, ſometimes by open Sallies, other Times by Surprize, 
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Fes, whether Friends or Foes. 
threaten'd to complain to Antony; but Machera appeas'd him, and they 
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whom he could confide, to demand more commodious Quarters, and bet- 
ter Pay, and complain thar they wanted Forage and Proviſions, which 
Antigonus had deſtroy'd in all the Country thereabout. This nettled 
Herod, who, fearing that the Romans would deſert him, told S:lo, he 
ought to conſider, that he was not only ſent by Cz/ar and Antony, but 
by the whole Senate ; and to remove any Cauſe of Complaint among the 
Soldiers, he would take immediate Care, that they ſhould be plentifully 
ſup plied with all things neceſſary. Antigonus had notice of all that 


naſe 0 and with flying Parties and Ambuſcades often intercepted and cut 


off the Convoys that were deſign'd for Herod's Army and the Romans: 
But Herod, who was as active and diligent as his Enemy, very often 
came up with them, and purſu'd his Advantages fo cloſely, that at laſt 
with much Difficulty he recover'd all Galilee from Autigonus. After this 
he clear'd the Country of Thieves, who in great Bodies plunder'd the 


Towns and People. 


All this while the Siege of Yerufalim went on but ſlowly; and that 


which retarded it the more was, Ventid:us had ſent for Silo to come to 


aſſiſt him to drive the „ ors out of Syria. But after Yentidius in a 


pitch'd Battle had fought and routed the Partiaus, and kill'd their Ge- 


neral Paco 45s, he lent Machera with auxiliary Troops to Herod; who. 


proved more an Enemy than a Friend, taking all Advantages againſt the 


Head ſo decply Rien this, that he 


were reconcil'd. However, Herod ſeeing his Affairs move very lowly, 
and the Roman Generals very cool in his Intereſt, reſoly'd to repair to 
Antony, leaving his Brother Joſeph to obſerve Antrgonus. Taking a good 
Party with him, he by ſwift Marches came to Antioch, where he met with 


a Reinforcement ; ; with which he clear'd the Country, as he went, of a 


raſcally barbarous People, who were very troubleſome to Paſſengers. An- 
tony was at that Time beſieging the City Samojal 7 upon the River Euphra- 
tes ; but hearing that t Herod was com ing with a Reinforcement, and that 
he had deſtroy' J the barbarous ! People in his March, he drew out the Ar- 
my to receive him. Upon bis Approach Antony went out to meet him, 


fluted at 1m abroced him, and ſhew'd him all the Marks of Friendfhi ip 8 
5 Antony hav! ing ended the War in thoſe Parts, conſtituted Socrrs 
Govern: f "oi we Province, leaving the Army with hin and commend- 
ing H- / and his Affairs to bim, pe went for Ee ypt. Sofus ſent Herod 
back 5. 7 aka with two Legions, and himſelf follow' d veith the reſt of 
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494 A Compleat HISTORY Book VII 
In the mean Time Joſeph, in the Abſence of his Brother, forgetting 
his Inſtructions, with a Detachment march'd towards Jericho to gather 


Forage; but the Party he had with him conſiſting of raw unexperi- 
enced Fellows, were eaſily circumvented by -Antigonus's veteran Troops, 


who were well acquainted with all the Avenues and Paſſes of the Country, 
and eaſily defeated Fo/eph and his Men. Antigonus hearing of this Defeat, 


order d Joſeph's Head to be cut off, ſetting the Price of fifty Talents fo: 
the Redemption of it. Upon this the Galileans revolt, and Herod. 


Friends came by the worſt every where in Galilee. Whilſt he was in 


Daphne, his Brother's Defeat and Death were told him, of which he had 


ſome Hints in a Dream a little before: Whereupon he haſten'd to Mount 
Libanon, where taking eight hundred of the Natives of the Place, and one 


Roman Legion, he came to Ptolemais ; from whence marching at Night he 
palſs'd thro' Galilee, ſubduing all that came in his Way, and forcing the 


_ reſt into the ſtrong Holds ; who upon Antony's Approach take the Oppor- 
tunity of the Night, and make their Eſcape thence. 


Whilit Herod was at Jericho, a Party of fix thouſand of the Enemy 


came reſolutely down the Hills, and put the Romans into a great Conſter- 


nation, beating back the Van-Guard, and purſuing them home to their 


Camp; where they ſo warmly engag'd them, that Herod himſelf was 


wounded in the Side. This Succeſs fluſh'd Artigonus ; who, being im- 
patient of diſputing it in little Parties, ſent an Officer of his named Pappus 
to Samaria for Men, that he might face the Enemy in the Field. But 
Herod meeting Pappus, routed and purſued him to Jericho, where the 


Action renew'd ; for the Town being full of Men, they made an obſti- 
nate Defence, .fo that this ſeem'd the moſt bloody Part of the War, dead 


Bodies lying in Heaps on the Ground. In the Heat of this Action a moiſt 
violent Storm fell, which prevented Herod's Party gaining a compleat Vic- 
tory ; otherwiſe, had they march'd to Jeruſalem, they had at once put an 
End to the War: For Antigonus's chief Force being broke at the Action 


of Fericho, he himſelf began to deſpair of further Safety in the City, and 


had Thoughts of quitting it, . 7 
By this Time Herod had fpent above two Years in the Recovery of 
Fudea ſince he was declared King of it at Rowe. Conſidering therefore, 
that as long as Jeruſalem held out, his Poſſeſſion of other Places would bc 
very precarious, (for Antigonus's Party either by*Surprize, or ſuperior 
Force, often diſpoſſeſſed him) he reſolved to bend his whole Force againſt 
the Capital, and by reducing that put an End to the War. In _ ba 

which, 
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Book VII. / th HOLY BIBLE. 495 
which, and in Imitation of Pompey, he came and incamped before the 
Temple, which he incompaſſed with a triple Trench, His own Army 
conſiſted of about thirty thouſand ; to which Sous brought eleven Le- 
gions of Foot, and fix thouſand Horſe, beſides the auxiliary Troops of 


Syria. Antigonus had a ſtrong and numerous Garriſon, and was reſolv'd 
to hold out to extremity. Herod, conſidering that the Siege would be 


long and doubtful, unleſs he could cut off their Proviſions, which they 


found Means to convey into the City by Stealth, ſo diſpoſed his Troops, 
that he ſhut up all Avenues to it. Then having prepared his Engines 


for Battery, he weaken'd the Walls in many Places. The Befieg'd made 
a vigorous Defence, and by frequent Excurſions burnt the Engines, and 


ruin'd the Works ; ; where-ever Herod had made a Mine, the Fews 
in the City countermined, which occaſion'd many ſubterranean Ingage- 


ments. The TFews were at laſt very much ſtreightned for Proviſions ; but, 


animated by Deſpair, they refolv'd to give the Enemy as much Trouble 
as they could. At laſt being no longer able co reſiſt, Herod enter'd the 


City, the Jews obſtinately retiring into the Inner Temple; but were 


purſued thither. And now all things are in the utmoſt Confuſion, Death 
and Slaughter raging every where, without Diſtinction of Age or Sex. 


The Romans, exaſperated at the obſtinate Defence of the Place, ſpare none 


within their Reach ; and Herod's Party reſolving to extirpate the Faction, 


put them all tothe Sword where-ever they found them. Antigonns ſeeing 


all loſt, thought it beſt to ſubmit, but not to Herod; for ſeeing from a 
Tower where Sofius the Roman General was, he deſcends, and threv- 


himſelf at his Feet. Sous ungenerouſly inſulte over the wretched Anti- 
gonus, calling him Woman, and puts him under a ſtrong Guard. 


Herod being intirely poſſeſſed of the Place, his next Care was to pre- 
ſerve it from Plunder. But he found it a difficult Matter to reſtrain his 
Men, <ſpecially the Mercenaries, who were for ſeizing all they laid Hands 
on. Bat at laſt, partly by Intreaty and Threats, and partly by Force, 
he quieted thern, and the City and Temple eſcaped plundring. Then $o- 


ius having rewarded his Officers and Soldiers, left Feruſalem to Herod, 


and took Antigonus bound along with him to Antony, But Herod feuriug 
that if Antigonus ſhould be ſuffer'd to hve, and be carried to Rome to An- 
tony, he might probably be fore the Senate be permitted to diſpute his Right 


with bim; and Herod further ſuggeſted to himſelf, that Aruirgorys was 
of the Blood Roval of Fudea, but himſelf of mean Extraction; and 


therefore, tho' the Senate had declared him an Enemy to the People of 
64 „ Nome, 
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Rome, yet they might poſſibly transfer the Right of the Crown to his 
Children, who were innocent. Theſe Thoughts gave Herod much Per- 
plexity -: But, to put the Matter out of Diſpute, he made uſe of his old 
Argument, Bribery ; and ſending a noble Prefent to Antony, then at 
Antioch, he perſwaded him of the Neceſſity of taking off Antigonus, 
Antony had a great Mind to preſerve Antigonus to grace his Triumph; 
but being convinced by Herod's Gold more than any other Reaſon, that 


ſo long as Antigonus lived, the Jets would never quietly acknowledge 


Herod for their King, he ordered his Head to be ſtruck off. This was 
an ungenerous Act of Antony, and without Precedent ; for he was the 
firſt Roman General that ſubjected a conquered Prince to fo vile a Puniſh 
ment. Thus ended the Reign of the famous and illuſtrious Houſe of the 
Aſinoncaus, who had held the Government of Fudea a hundred and twen- 
ty fix Years, and which might have continued longer in their Family, but 
tor their inteſtine Diſſentions. NN NY 

All this while Hircanus the High-Prieſt remain'd a Captive with the 
Parthians, whoſe King Phraates, in Conſideration of his Birth and Cha- 
- rater, treated with great Courteſy ; and diſcharging him from his 
Irons, permitted him to reſide at Babylon, where a great Number of Few; 
dwelt, who paid him not only the Reverence due to him as Higb-Prieſt. 
but the Honour due to a King. Hircanus had been happy if he had 
contented himſelf with his preſent Condition, and to which the Fews en- 
deavoured to incline him, aſſuring him they would always acknowledge 
him for their High-Prieſt and King. But Hircanus hearing that Herod 
was eſtabliſhed-in the Kingdom of Fudea by the Romans, and deſirous of 
returning to his native Country, began to entertain great Hopes of Herod's 
Friendſhip, whoſe Intereſt he had formerly favour'd, and ſaved his Life. 
The Feros, to obviate theſe Hopes, urged his Incapacity of the Pontifica! 
Dignity by Reaſon of the Loſs of his Ears, which Antigonus had cut off; 
and as for his Expectation of a Recompence for former Benefits heap'd on 
Herod, they adviſed him to confider that Kings were apt to forget Favours 
conferred on them in a private State, and that their Affection was as mu- 
table as their Fortune. N 


Hircanus could not more ſtudiouſly puſh his Return than Herod defir'd | | 


it, who wanted to have him in his Power. For Herod's Jealouſy con- 
tinually ſuggeſted Apprehenſions of Danger to him, and particularly from 
the A/monean Family, the Chief of which now was the captive Pontit: 
 Hircanus, He therefore fent a ſplendid Ambaſſy with rich 8 to 
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Phraates, King of Parthia, deſiring him, and the Jetos that lv'd in his 
Dominions, not to deny him the Satisfaction of paying his Gratitude to 
Hircanus, his Benefactor and Preſerver. Upon theſe Solicitations Phragtes 
diſmiſs'd Hircanus; and Herod, the better to colour his Treachery, re- 


ceived him with all outward Formality and Reſpect, giving him the Pre- 


ference in all publick Aſſemblies, and calling him Father, Hircanus, ac- 


cording to the Law, being incapable of continuing in the Office of His h- 
Prieſt, by reaſon of the Mutilation of his Body, Hercd began to caſt * 


bout Wich himſelf how to avoid all Occaſion of Sedition in the Choice of 
a Succeſſor to Hircanus, which he concluded he could not do if he ſhould 
confer that Honour upon any one of an illuſtrious Family, and therefore 


he beſtow'd it on Hananel, a Ferwrſh Prieſt, whom he brought from Baby- 


lon. This gave great Offence to Ale andre; FHireanss's Daughter, and 
Mother to Ar ftobults and Mariamne, Het ot s Wife, who ſtomaching the 


Contempt put upon ner Family by laving aſide her Gon, and obtruding a 
Foreigner into the Pontificate, ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, to 


incline Antony to beſtow that Honour upon her Sn. Herod ſoon got No- 
tice of theſe Tranſactions, and calling a Council, charged Alexandra with 


ſtirring up Sedition, and attempting an Alteration in the Government : But 
the caſily cleared herſelf declaring the Truth, and that the had no other 


Deſign in writing to Cleopatra but to preſerve the Honour of the Prieſt- 
hood in her Family, which was their Right. Upon this they were recon- 


_ ciled, and Herod depoling Hananel, created Ariſtobulus, Alexandra's Son, 


and Brother to his Wife, High-Prieſt. This Reconciliation did not laſt 


long,; for Herad's Jealouſy made him have a watchful Eye over his Mo- 


ther-in-law, of whom at laſt he grew {0 ſuſpicious, that he confined her 


to the Court, and forbid her concerning her ſelf in any Part of the Ad- 
miniſtration. This exaſperated Alexandra, who was a Woman of a haugh- 


ty Spirit, and could not with any Temper bear the Loſs of her Liberty ; 


therefore ſhe again tent to Clegpatra, deploring ner preſent Condition, and 
deſiring Relief. (Cleopatra orders her to repair to Egypt with her Son, and 


aſſurcs her of "ee: (5 This Advice pleaſed Alexandra, and the pre- 


pared immediately for their Departure, concealing her Defign from Herod. 


In order to their E Cape, the had privately prepared two Biers, in which 


their Servants were to carry them to the Sea-1de, where a Veſſel lay ready 


to convey them to Xgvp!, But this Stratagem miſcarried by the Treacher 
of a Servant, who communicated it to one Sabbion, who had formerly 
been ſuſpecled of having a Hand in the poiſoning of Auliater, He! ods 
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5 Rakes * Saulen "hoped; by diſcovering this to Herb, WR Pn his Peace 


with bim Herod ſuffer' d chem to op A little Way, and then ſeized and 
brough t them. Back. But fearip e caßtitra s Power; Who had eſpouſed 
their Intereſt, he was forced to ſuſpend his Reſentment, and feeming''to 
pardon them, he carried himſelf with a great deal of Kindneſs; but at 


the ſame Time meditated a Revenge, eſpecially on Ariſtobulus, whom he 


was reſolved to remove, but at preſent” Mantel an ee Wen ſoon 
alter offer d. Wi eee 
At the Feaſt of T abernacles Ari pobulis was iy officinnchs High-Prieft: 
He was a very beautiful Perſon, tall and well ſhaped, and in the eighteenth 
Year of his Age. Being drefſed in the Pontifical Robes, he with great 
Majeſty and State aſcended to the Altar, where he perform'd the ſacred 


Rites with a charming Grace and becoming Reuverence, which ſo attracted 


the Eyes of the whole Aſſembly, that it brought to their Minds the noble 
Acts of his Royal Grandfather Ariſtobulus, whoſe Family they thought 


deſerved a better Condition than at preſent they 1 injoy'd. Theſe and ſuch 


like Speeches they murmur'd fo loud, that Herod lp them : All which 
did but haſten the Royal Youth's Fate, tho' for the preſent Ferod ſup- 


prefled his Malice. Soon after the Feaſt of Tabernacles, Herod perpe- 


trated his wicked Deſign on Arij/obulus, cauſing him to be drown'd as he 
Was bathing; j and upon his Death reſtored Hananel to the Shen ae 
hood. 


Alexandra heating of the cams Fate of her Son, is hromhalable, 


and hardly detain'd from laying Hands on her ſelf, She ſuſpects the Cauſe 


. 
FF > I & £T 


of. his. Death, but durſt not mention it, wanting Means to revenge it. 
Herod to Wipe. of all Suſpicion from himſelf vifits Alexandra, and pro 
feſſes his Innocence; and to incline her to think him fincere, he put on 


ſuch a counterfeit Sorrow, that any one elſe would have believed him, but 


the injured Alexandra, whoſe Reſentment check'd her Belief and would 
not Tuffer her to be impoſed upon by his hypocritical Tears. 

Alerandra's Grief finding no Abatement, ſhe at laſt projects a Way to 
do her ſelf Juſtice on the Author of her Son's Murder. She acquaints 
Cleopatra with Hered's 'Treachery, und the untimely Death of .her Son, 
aggravating her Loſs in the moſt heightening Circumſtances. Cleopatra 
makes the Caſe her own, and reſolves to -have her righted, continually 
dolliciting Antony to revenge the Death of Ariſobulus, urging how unjuſt 


it was in Herod, after he hed uſurped the Kingdom, thus inhumanly to 


packs that unhappy Family, Antony, at the e of Cleopatra, 
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comes to Laodicea, and ſends for Herod to clear himfelf of this Accuſa- 
tion concerning the Death of Ariſtobulus. Herod not daring to truſt to 
the Merits of his Cauſe, and dreading Cleopatra, who made it her Bufi- 
neſs to incenſe Antony againſt him, was in great Perplexity what to do: 


But the Neceflity of the Thing ſoon dictated to him, and it was to no 


Purpoſe to diſpute the Roman General's Will. Therefore conſtituting his 
Uncle Joſeph Governor of the Kingdom in his Abſence, he charged him 
if Things ſhould go amiſs with him before Antony, to diſpatch his Wife 
Mariamne, which he pretended he did out of Exceſs of Love to her not 
being able to bear the Thought of another's enjoying her after his Death. 

Herod fearing the Worſt, knew Gold, if any thing, muſt ſecure his Head; 

and therefore taking a great Sum wich him, he confidently went to An- 
tony, who received "his Preſents, and him for their Sake: Inſomuch that 
inſtead of hearing and inquiring into the Caſe, he defended Herod, and 
told Cleopatra, That it was below a King to give an Account of his Actiors 
to any, which if he did, he deſerved no longer to be King. Cleopatra's 
Hatred (as it proved afterwards) to Herod, did not proceed ſo much fron 


the Abhorrence of his cruel Actions, as the Deſire ſhe had of getting him 


condemn'd, that ſhe might have his Kingdom, of which Antony was 
apprized ; therefore before he ſet forward on his Expedition againſt - the 
Parthians, he gave Cælo-Syria to Cleopatra in Lieu of her Expectance from 
Fugdea. Herod having made his Peace, and ſecured his Intereſt in Antony, 
takes his Leave, and Tetwons home; where he no ſooner arrives, but he 
is accoſted by his Siſter Salome with an Accuſation of indecent Converſa- 
tion between his Uncle Joſeph and his Wife Mariamne. This was ground- 
ed on a Pique Salome had contracted againſt the Queen, who valuing 


herſelf on her high Birth, deſpiſed che ure Extraction of Herod's Family. 
The Queen clear'd herſelf of theſe malign Aſperfions; and Herod not 


only accepted her Reaſons, bur aſked "586 pi for entertaining ill Thoughts 


of her Virtue. However, not knowing how vicioully inclined his Uncle 
Joſeph might be, he diſpatched him, and ſhut up his Mother-in-law in 


cloſe Con e 


After this he found out Cleopatra's 3 ſordid Temper, which E appeaſed 


with many and rich Preſents. And now having quieted his Enemies at 
home, and ſecur'd his Intereſt abroad, he made War with good Succeſs a- 
gainſt the Arabians, whom he brought to Terms, and made them court 


his Friendſhip. Then returning home, he is ang with great Eſteem 


and Reſpect by his People for his Courage and Conduct. But juſt as this 
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Sun. Ahine of Proſpetity broke out upon lim, A Diſaſter happened which 
had like to have ruined all his Hopes; for tony t ee. the 
Battle of Aabium by H Cu, her ha Cauſt to fear left: Augrſtus 
mould take away his Kingdom for thaving diten fot firma Friend to Hu- 
try.” This Misfortunt rouZd:higsJealoufyl and vheret ever he look d he 
thought he ſpied an Enemy; but when he conſider' d Hircanus was living, 


* \ 


Ent to his Life, and his own Fears. To Effect which, an Occaſion ſoon 


preſented: Alexandra, Hirtanus's Daughter, ſeeing her Father ſupinely 
cateleſs and unconcern'd at the Miſeries of his Family, earneſtly ipreſs'd 
him not ſo tamely to ſuffer Herod to be the [Scourge and Ruin of them, 


but to demand Aid of Malchus, King of Arabia, who would not fail to 


atfſt him; adding, that if Cæſar ſhould call Herod to Account for his 
former Friendſhip to Antony, which might reaſonably be expected, the 
Crown would no Doubt return to him. Hircanus at firſt refuſed to med- 
dle in ſo dangerous an Affair; but his Daughter's Ambition and Importu- 
nity at laſt prevailed, and he wrote Letters to Malchus, which he ſent 
by (c) Dofitheus, whom he thought he had made ſecure in his Intereſts: 
But the treacherous Wretch betrayed him to Herod: Who to make the 
Thing more plain and evident againſt Hircanus, injoyned Doſitheus Silence, 

bid him take the Letter, and carry it to Malchus, the King of | Arabia, 
who would not fail to give him an Anſwer, which when he had got, he 
ordered him to bring to him. Daſitheus diſpatches away to Malchus, 
and having deliver'd Hircanus's Letter, he ſoon received an Anſwer, which 
he immediately brought back to Herod, who ſending for Hircanus taxes 
him with holding Correſpondence with the King of Arabia, which he 
_ denying, Herod produced Malchus's Letter. Hircanus being thus con- 


victed had nothing to ſay for himſelf; upon which Herod cauſed him to 


be put to Death, being in the eighty firſt Year of his Age. 
Hircanus thus diſpoſed of, Herod prepared to wait on Cæſar, expecting 
no kind Treatment, becauſe of his former Friendſhip to Antony: How- 
ever, ſuſpecting his Mother-in-Law Alexandra might in his Abſence occa- 
ſion ſome Tumult or inteſtine Diſturbance, he committed the Government 


to the Care of his Brother Pherora, whom he order'd to convey his Mo. 


ther, Siſter, and other Relations, to the Caſtle of Maſſada. But confi- 
(e) + Dofitbens. This Defithtus had litile whowas a nearKinſman of Jaſipb, whom Herd 


Resſon, if aqy, to betray Hircanus to Herod, eauſed to be murther'd; and a littie before his 


for Herod was a declared Enemy of Doſitheus, Brethren were flain at Tyre by Antony, =» 
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tions; he erer her and her Naber — an TheCaftl of — 
andripn, the Charge of which he committed to Fo/eph. and Sahemus, | tate 
faithful Oonfidents of his. But he gabe them Cominiſſion, as he had done 
before to his Uncle Joſepbh, that if they ſhould heor Things went amiſs 
with him at Cæſar's Court, they ſhould deſtroy both his Wife and her 
Mother, and preſerve the Kingdom for his Sons and his Brother Pherurn. 

Hera having thus diſpoſed his Family and other Affairs, went to Rhodes 
to meet Ceſar : * Where being come into his Preſence without his Diadem 


SK Wü 


on, but otherwiſe dxeſſed in his uſual Robes, he owned his Friendſhip for 
| Antony that he had aſſiſted him often with Money -and Proviſions, and 


was always ready to facrifice his Life and Fortune for him, to whom he 
ow'd both; but now the Face of Affairs being changed, he told him he 
would be as faithful to him as he had been to Antony. This Herod dels 


verid with ſuch Intrepidity, and ſo becoming an Air, that Czfar, mightily 


Pleas d with the Magnanimity and Spirit of the Man, cauſed him to put 


on his Diadem again, confirmed him in his Kingdom of Juda, and re- 
ceived him into his Friendſhip, aſſuring him that he ſhould have. "Re 


fame Eſteem for him that Antony had. . 
Herd coming off thus beyond all Hope or Expectation, joyfullyr: ity 
tended Ceſor into Egypt, by the Way making him and his Offieers many 
confiderable' Preſents : After which he returned to Judea loaded, with 
Honour and Power, to the great Wonder and Surprize of the People, who 
expected from this Interview a different Turn of Affairs in his Fortune. 


As Cæſar returned from Egypt, Herod received bim at Ptolemais, where he 


entertained him with Royal Magnificence, hoſpitably treating his Army, 


and furniſhing them with all Neceſſaries in great Plenty. This generous 
and munificent Temper of Herod's pleaſed Auguſtus s covetous Humour, 


who was as ready to receive, as the other was to offer. Upon Czjar's 


nn parture Herod made him a Preſent of eight hundred Talents, and was 
liberal to all, that he ſeemed profuſe, beyond the Wealth and Revenucs 


of his Kinder, 9 
At his Return to Fudea be found a great Diſorder in bis 7 nt: wy cles 


Sal in his Wife and her Mother, who were ſo incenſed at their Confine- 
ment, and the Charge he left with: their Keepers to put them to Death, 


1 Things went mit with him upon his meeting Cæſar, that they re- 
roached him to his Pace, eſpecially Marianne, ho not only upbraided 


| um with his cruel Deſign on her Life, in caſe of his Death, bar when he 
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with: Pleaſure related to her the Snockle: of his Interview wide Corfar, and 
the Honour done him, it was plain Matter of Grief to her. This Aver- 
fion tortur d Herod : Honour dictated Revenge to puniſh this Woman's 
Pride, but then Love interceded. His own Mother and Siſter ſeeing him 
in this Perplexity, thought it the only Opportunity to improve his Aver- 
ſion to her, and therefore they load her with all the Calumny that Malice 
could invent. Herod gladly heard, but unwillingly believed them, Jea- 


louſy and Love thus agitating his diſturbed Mind, his Hatred at laſt: pre- 


vail'd, and he had determin'd ſomething fatal againſt Mariamne, if an Ac- 
eident had not interpoſed and prevented his furious Purpole : For hearing 


3 the Death of Antony and Cleopatra, and that Cæſar was poſſeſsd of all 


i. Tann he was obliged once more to attend him. Therefore committing 
bi amily again to Sohemus, to ingage him the more to his Intereſt, he firſt 


thanked him for his former Care and Service, and then inveſted xa with 


the Government of part of Judea in his Abſence. Herod was received 
more honourably by ce ar Fi before, who conferred on him many ad- 


ditional Favours: For he gave him Cleopatra s Guard, which confiſted of 


four hundred Gauls, and the Government of that Part of the Couniry 
which ſhe had poſſeſs'd, He likewiſe added to his Kingdom, on the Con- 
tinent, Gadara, Hippo, and Samaria ; and on the Coaſt, Gaza, Anthedon, 
Jeppe, and the Tower of Strat. Then waiting on Ceſar to Antioch he 
returned to his own Country, where he found Fortune as adverſe at Home 
as it had been propitious to him Abroad. Herod loved his Wife Mari- 
ame even to Madneſs, which ſhe returned with extreme Hatred and Diſ- 


dain. This Averſion of hers was heighten'd by many unhappy Circum- 


ſtances ; and it look'd like a Curſe on Herod to dote on the Woman that 


hated bw, She look'd on him as the fatal Scourge and Perſecutor of her 
Family, whoſe Right he had uſui ped, and tyrannically put ſeveral of 


them to Death. And when he would expoitulate with her the Ingrati- 


tude and Coldneſs with which ſhe return'd his Affections, ſhe would re- 


proach him with her Father's and Brother's Murder. But that which ag- 
gravated this unhappy Difference was Mariamme's contemptuous Treatment 
.of Herod's, Relations with the Meanneſs of their Birth. | 
Herod having waſted a Year after his Return from Ceſar in this Uneaſi- 

neſs, and finding his Wife implacable, reſolved to chaſtiſe her, though at 
the Loſs of his Quiet: For ſuſpecting an unjuſtifiable Intimacy between 
Sohemus and his Wife, he cauſed him to be diſpatched out of the World. 
But not being able to tua out any clear Proof — his Wife, his Siſtet 


Solame 


— th eh 


OE WII. 
| Salome Turniſfred kim with an Accuſation to take her off, by bribiag. He- 
"Fats Cup-Bearer to tell him that the Queen had corrupted him to poiſon 
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this Herod calling a Council of Friends only, he accuſed her 


a n to take him off; and being now gro w-wͤ reſalute in his Re- 
"ye! ge, he gave Vent to his Paſſion, and reproached-her in the, vileſt Man- 


ner, and very unbecoming the Naterenen due to that Aſſembly. The 
" Council not daring to u Herod's impetuous Humour, join with him 
ii tlie Condemnation of his innocent Wife. However, his dying Aﬀec- 


tion 0 far revived, that he conſented with the Council not to put her to 


Death, but confine her to cloſe Impriſonment. Salame, who well knew 


her Brother's Temper, and fearing that ſo long as Mariamne lived he might 
relapſe into his former Fondneſs, urged the neceſſity of the Queen's ſpeedy 


Execution; for if it ſhould be known that ſhe was confined, the People 
Would attempt her Inlargement. Upon this Herod, who was jealous of 


his Power, cl anged his Mind, and commanded her to be put to Death 
immeckately. Mariamne received her Doom with her uſual Ma nani- 


mity, not betraying the leaſt Fear in any Geſture or Look, but with an 
© Tntrepidity and Reſolution uncommon to her Sex, greatly ſubmitted. to 
the fatal Stroxe. Thus periſhed the moſt beautifull and innocent Mari- 
amme, who fell a Sacrifice to her Huſpand's Jealouſy, and the implacable 


Malice of his Relations. A Woman of ſtrict Virtue, and who, but for 
her haughty Spirit, might have ſpent her Days in great Tranquility, 5 
Herod ſoon repented of his Raſhneſs in Executing his Reſentment fo 
fatally ; ; for though he had irrecoverably fhaken her off from his Imbraces, 
"= her beautifull Image ſtill poſleſles his Soul, and ſhe is always preſent 
in his Thoughts: He often calls on her Name, and moſt immoderately 
deplores her Death: The Purſuit of Glory is no longer his Delight; Feat 
ſupinely neglecting Government, he indulges himſelf in his Sorrows, and 
becomes inconſolable. In vain his Friends attempt to comfort him, he has 
no Senſe of Pleaſure in the Variety of Entertainments which they pre- 
are to divert him, and all Delicacies are to him inſipid. A Peſtilence 
FX rode at this Time it affected the People of all Degrees, which they 


interpreted as a Judgment from God for the unjuſt Death of the 3 N 
And now Herod having afflicted himſelf with the moſt pungent Grief for 
his murder'd Wife, retires into the Country, where in a few Days he con- 


tracted a dangerous Diftemper : For he was ſeized with a violent Inflama- 


tion and Pain in his Neck, which baffled the Art of his Phyſicians, who 
72 could give him no Relief. In this Condition he languiſhed for ſome Time 
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at Samaria and Sebaſte; during which Time Alexandra, Moriamne's 
Mother, attempted to poſſeſs herſelf of all the Fortreſſes of Feruſalem : 


Which when Herod heard, he commanded her to be put to Death. 


Alfter his Recovery he built the City of  Czſarea in Honour of Az. 
 guſtus Ceſar, and rebuilt the Temple of Feruſalem, making it a moſt 


magnificent Structure. The reſt of his Life he ſpent in Acts of Cruelty, 
putting to Death Cofiobarus, Huſband to his own Siſter Salome, who 


vas accuſed of Treaſon. Nor was he leſs ſparing to his own Iflue, for he 


cauſed his two Sons Alexander and Ariſtobulus, whom he had by Mari- 
amne, to be ſtrangled. Not long before his own Death he murdered his 
Son Antipater. By his Will he left Archilaus, whom he had by Mal. 
tace a Samaritan, Heir to his Dominions ; and lived long enough after 
the Birth of our Saviour, to put to Death the Infants that had been born 
in Bethlehem within the Space of two Years, upon the News brought 
him by the Wiſemen, That an Infant was born, who ſhould be King, 


The End of the Hiftory of the OLD Tres TAMEN r. 
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